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The central thought of the book of Psalms is Christ,
as revealed in plain words, and the church as the house of God
and the city of God for His kingdom,
as typified by the temple and by the city of Jerusalem.

It is by Christ’s wonderful shepherding
and by our entering into this shepherding
that the Body of Christ will be built up
with His redeemed and regenerated ones
and that the bride will be prepared
for Him to return as the King in the next age
in the manifestation of His kingdom.

If we have an affectionate love for the Lord Jesus,
our tongue will be the pen of a ready writer,
ready to write our love for Him and our praise to Him
with our experience and enjoyment of Him
according to all that He is.

At His second coming, Christ will take possession of the earth
and will establish God’s kingdom on earth,
spreading the kingdom by Himself as the flowing river,
recovering the earth by watering,
and satisfying the thirsty ones with living water.

CRYSTALLIZATION-STUDY OUTLINES

THE PSALMS (1)

Message One

The Central Thought of the Book of Psalms

Scripture Reading: Psa. 2:6-9; 27:4; 36:8-9; 48:1-2; 72:8; 22:27

Psa 2:6
But I have installed My King / Upon Zion, My holy mountain.

Psa 2:7
I will recount the decree of Jehovah; / He said to Me: You are My Son; / Today I have begotten You.

Psa 2:8
Ask of Me, / And I will give the nations as Your inheritance / And the limits of the earth as Your possession.

Psa 2:9
You will break them with an iron rod; / You will shatter them like a potter's vessel.

Psa 27:4
One thing I have asked from Jehovah; / That do I seek: / To dwell in the house of Jehovah / All the days of my life, / To behold the beauty of Jehovah, / And to inquire in His temple.

Psa 36:8
They are saturated with the fatness of Your house, / And You cause them to drink of the river of Your pleasures.

Psa 36:9
For with You is the fountain of life; / In Your light we see light.

Psa 48:1
Great is Jehovah, / And much to be praised / In the city of our God, / In His holy mountain.

Psa 48:2
Beautiful in elevation, / The joy of the whole earth, / Is Mount Zion, the sides of the north, / The city of the great King.

Psa 72:8
And He will have dominion from sea to sea / And from the River unto the ends of the earth.

Psa 22:27
All the ends of the earth / Will remember and return to Jehovah, / And all families of the nations / Will worship before You;

I.
The Psalms are fully Christ centered; Christ is not only the centrality but also the universality of the Psalms—Luke 24:44. 

Luke 24:44
And He said to them, These are My words which I spoke to you while I was still with you, that all the things written in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and Psalms concerning Me must be fulfilled.

II.
The central thought of the book of Psalms is Christ, as revealed in plain words, and the church as the house of God and the city of God for His kingdom, as typified by the temple and by the city of Jerusalem—2:6-9; 26:8; 27:4; 46:4: 

Psa 2:6
But I have installed My King / Upon Zion, My holy mountain.

Psa 2:7
I will recount the decree of Jehovah; / He said to Me: You are My Son; / Today I have begotten You.

Psa 2:8
Ask of Me, / And I will give the nations as Your inheritance / And the limits of the earth as Your possession.

Psa 2:9
You will break them with an iron rod; / You will shatter them like a potter's vessel.

Psa 26:8
O Jehovah, I love the habitation of Your house, / And the place where Your glory abides.

Psa 27:4
One thing I have asked from Jehovah; / That do I seek: / To dwell in the house of Jehovah / All the days of my life, / To behold the beauty of Jehovah, / And to inquire in His temple.

Psa 46:4
There is a river whose streams gladden the city of God, / The holy place of the tabernacles of the Most High.

A.
The spirit, the reality, the characteristic, of the divine revelation in the book of Psalms is Christ as the centrality and universality of the eternal economy of God—2:6-9: 

Psa 2:6
But I have installed My King / Upon Zion, My holy mountain.

Psa 2:7
I will recount the decree of Jehovah; / He said to Me: You are My Son; / Today I have begotten You.

Psa 2:8
Ask of Me, / And I will give the nations as Your inheritance / And the limits of the earth as Your possession.

Psa 2:9
You will break them with an iron rod; / You will shatter them like a potter's vessel.
1.
For this, Christ is first the embodiment of the Triune God (Col. 2:9), then the house, the habitation, of God (signified by the temple—John 2:19-21), the kingdom of God (signified by the city of Jerusalem—Luke 17:21; Rev. 22:3b), and the Ruler of the entire earth from the house of God and in the kingdom of God (Dan. 2:34-35). 

Col 2:9
For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily,

John 2:19
Jesus answered and said to them, Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.

John 2:20
Then the Jews said, This temple was built in forty-six years, and You will raise it up in three days?

John 2:21
But He spoke of the temple of His body.

Luke 17:21
Nor will they say, Behold, here it is! or, There! For behold, the kingdom of God is in the midst of you.

Rev 22:3b
… And the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and His slaves will serve Him;

Dan 2:34
You were watching until a stone was cut out without hands, and it struck the image at its feet of iron and clay and crushed them.

Dan 2:35
Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold were crushed all at once, and they became like chaff from the summer threshing floors; and the wind carried them away so that no trace of them was found. And the stone that struck the image became a great mountain and filled the whole earth.

2.
Christ is therefore all in all in the entire universe—Eph. 1:23; Col. 3:11. 

Eph 1:23
Which is His Body, the fullness of the One who fills all in all.

Col 3:11
Where there cannot be Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free man, but Christ is all and in all.

B.
The picture given in the book of Psalms is the same as that portrayed by the entire Bible: Christ, the church, and the reigning of Christ over the whole earth with the New Jerusalem as the center—Matt. 16:16, 18; Rev. 21:1-3, 24. 

Matt 16:16
And Simon Peter answered and said, You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.

Matt 16:18
And I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.

Rev 21:1
And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth passed away, and the sea is no more.

Rev 21:2
And I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.

Rev 21:3
And I heard a loud voice out of the throne, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will tabernacle with them, and they will be His peoples, and God Himself will be with them and be their God.

Rev 21:24
And the nations will walk by its light; and the kings of the earth bring their glory into it.

C.
The particular point related to the divine revelation in the Psalms is that such a high revelation is prophesied in the expressions of the sentiments of the ancient godly saints. 

D.
The consummation of the divine revelation is the city of New Jerusalem as a sign of the habitation, the tabernacle, of God, through which the processed and consummated Triune God will be manifested and expressed in the all-inclusive Christ and will reign on the new earth in the new universe for eternity—Rev. 21:1-3. 

Rev 21:1
And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth passed away, and the sea is no more.

Rev 21:2
And I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.

Rev 21:3
And I heard a loud voice out of the throne, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will tabernacle with them, and they will be His peoples, and God Himself will be with them and be their God.

E.
The five books of the Psalms are arranged in the same progressive way as the entire Bible is arranged: 

1.
From the first book of the Psalms to the fifth book, the revelation progresses higher and higher; the fifth book is filled with the psalmists’ praising of God. 

2.
The central thought in this progressive revelation is that God is embodied in Christ, Christ is in His Body, and His Body is God’s house and God’s city for God’s kingdom over the earth—Col. 2:9; Eph. 1:22-23; 2:19; Rev. 11:15. 

Col 2:9
For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily,

Eph 1:22
And He subjected all things under His feet and gave Him to be Head over all things to the church,

Eph 1:23
Which is His Body, the fullness of the One who fills all in all.

Eph 2:19
So then you are no longer strangers and sojourners, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God,
Rev 11:15
And the seventh angel trumpeted; and there were loud voices in heaven, saying, The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ, and He will reign forever and ever.

III.
The book of Psalms covers four main points in a wonderful sequence: Christ—house—city—earth—2:6-7; 27:4; 48:2; 72:8: 

Psa 2:6
But I have installed My King / Upon Zion, My holy mountain.

Psa 2:7
I will recount the decree of Jehovah; / He said to Me: You are My Son; / Today I have begotten You.

Psa 27:4
One thing I have asked from Jehovah; / That do I seek: / To dwell in the house of Jehovah / All the days of my life, / To behold the beauty of Jehovah, / And to inquire in His temple.

Psa 48:2
Beautiful in elevation, / The joy of the whole earth, / Is Mount Zion, the sides of the north, / The city of the great King.

Psa 72:8
And He will have dominion from sea to sea / And from the River unto the ends of the earth.

A.
In the Psalms we see the details concerning the all-inclusive Christ in God’s eternal economy: 

1.
Christ in His divinity—45:6; Heb. 1:8. 

Psa 45:6
Your throne, O God, is forever and ever; / The scepter of uprightness is the scepter of Your kingdom.

Heb 1:8
But of the Son, "Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, and the scepter of uprightness is the scepter of Your kingdom.

2.
Christ in His incarnation—Psa. 8:4; Heb. 2:6. 

Psa 8:4
What is mortal man, that You remember him, / And the son of man, that You visit him?

Heb 2:6
But one has solemnly testified somewhere, saying, "What is man, that You bring him to mind? Or the son of man, that You care for him?

3.
Christ in His humanity—Psa. 8:4; Heb. 2:6. 

Psa 8:4
What is mortal man, that You remember him, / And the son of man, that You visit him?

Heb 2:6
But one has solemnly testified somewhere, saying, "What is man, that You bring him to mind? Or the son of man, that You care for him?

4.
Christ in His human living—Psa. 16:1-8. 

Psa 16:1
Preserve me, O God, for I take refuge in You.

Psa 16:2
I say to Jehovah, You are my Lord; / No good have I beyond You;

Psa 16:3
As for the saints who are on the earth, they are the excellent; / All my delight is in them.

Psa 16:4
The sorrows of them who bartered for some other god will be multiplied; / Their drink offerings of blood I will not offer, / Nor will I take up their names upon my lips.

Psa 16:5
Jehovah is the portion of my inheritance and of my cup; / You maintain my lot.

Psa 16:6
The measuring lines have fallen on pleasant places for me; / Indeed the inheritance is beautiful to me.

Psa 16:7
I will bless Jehovah, who counsels me; / Indeed in the nights my inward parts instruct me.

Psa 16:8
I have set Jehovah before me continually; / Because He is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken.

5.
Christ in His death—22:1-21. 

Psa 22:1
My God, my God, why have You forsaken me? / Why are You so far from saving me, / From the words of my groaning?

Psa 22:2
O my God, I call out in the day, but You do not answer; / And in the night, but there is no rest for me.

Psa 22:3
But You are holy, You who sit enthroned / Upon the praises of Israel.

Psa 22:4
In You our fathers trusted; / They trusted and You rescued them.

Psa 22:5
To You they cried out and were delivered; / In You they trusted and were not put to shame.

Psa 22:6
But I am a worm and not a man, / A reproach of men and one despised by the people.

Psa 22:7
All who see me deride me; / They sneer at me; they shake their heads, saying, 

Psa 22:8
He committed himself to Jehovah; let Him rescue him; / Let Him deliver him since He takes pleasure in him.

Psa 22:9
But You are the One who drew me forth from the womb, / Who made me trust while at my mother's breasts.

Psa 22:10
I was cast upon You from birth; / From my mother's womb You have been my God.

Psa 22:11
Do not be far from me, / For trouble is near, / For there is none to help me.

Psa 22:12
Many bulls surround me; / The mighty bulls of Bashan encompass me.

Psa 22:13
They open their mouth at me, / Like a ravening and roaring lion.

Psa 22:14
I am poured out like water, / And all my bones are out of joint. / My heart is like wax; / It is melted within me.

Psa 22:15
My strength is dried up like a shard, / And my tongue is stuck to my jaws; / You have put me in the dust of death.

Psa 22:16
For dogs surround me; / A company of evildoers encloses me; / They pierce my hands and feet.

Psa 22:17
I count all my bones; / They look, they stare at me.

Psa 22:18
They divide my garments to themselves, / And for my clothing they cast lots.

Psa 22:19
But You, O Jehovah, be not far off; / O my help, hasten to aid me.

Psa 22:20
Deliver my soul from the sword, / My precious life from the power of the dog;

Psa 22:21
Save me from the mouth of the lion; / Indeed while I am in the horns of wild oxen, answer me.

6.
Christ in His resurrection—2:7; 16:10; 22:22; Heb. 2:12; Acts 2:25-32; 13:33-37. 

Psa 2:7
I will recount the decree of Jehovah; / He said to Me: You are My Son; / Today I have begotten You.

Psa 16:10
For You will not abandon my soul to Sheol, / Nor let Your Holy One see the pit.

Psa 22:22
I will declare Your name to my brothers; / In the midst of the assembly I will praise You.

Heb 2:12
Saying, "I will declare Your name to My brothers; in the midst of the church I will sing hymns of praise to You."

Acts 2:25
For David says regarding Him, "I saw the Lord continually before me, because He is on my right hand, that I may not be shaken.

Acts 2:26
Therefore my heart was made glad and my tongue exulted; moreover, also my flesh will rest in hope,

Acts 2:27
Because You will not abandon my soul to Hades, nor will you permit Your Holy One to see corruption.

Acts 2:28
You have made known to me the ways of life; You will make me full of gladness with Your presence."

Acts 2:29
Men, brothers, I can say to you plainly concerning the patriarch David that he both deceased and was buried, and his tomb is among us until this day.

Acts 2:30
Therefore, being a prophet and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him to seat One from the fruit of his loins upon his throne,

Acts 2:31
He, seeing this beforehand, spoke concerning the resurrection of the Christ, that neither was He abandoned to Hades, nor did His flesh see corruption.

Acts 2:32
This Jesus God has raised up, of which we all are witnesses.

Acts 13:33
That God has fully fulfilled this promise to us their children in raising up Jesus, as it is also written in the second Psalm, "You are My Son; today I have begotten You."

Acts 13:34
And as to His having raised Him up from the dead, no longer to return to corruption, He spoke in this way, "I will give you the holy things of David, the faithful things."

Acts 13:35
Therefore He also says in another place, "You will not allow Your Holy One to see corruption."

Acts 13:36
Now David, having served his own generation by the counsel of God, did indeed fall asleep and was buried with his fathers and saw corruption;

Acts 13:37
But He whom God has raised did not see corruption.

7.
Christ in His ascension—Psa. 68:18; Eph. 4:8. 

Psa 68:18
You have ascended on high; You have led captive those taken captive; / You have received gifts among men, / Even the rebellious ones also, / That Jehovah God may dwell among them.

Eph 4:8
Therefore the Scripture says, "Having ascended to the height, He led captive those taken captive and gave gifts to men."

8.
Christ in His exaltation—Psa. 80:17; 110:1. 

Psa 80:17
Let Your hand be upon the man of Your right hand, / Upon the son of man whom You have strengthened for Yourself;

Psa 110:1
Jehovah declares to my Lord, / Sit at My right hand / Until I make Your enemies / Your footstool.

9.
Christ in His being crowned—8:5; Heb. 2:9. 

Psa 8:5
You have made him a little lower than angels / And have crowned him with glory and honor.

Heb 2:9
But we see Jesus, who was made a little inferior to the angels because of the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honor, so that by the grace of God He might taste death on behalf of everything.

10.
Christ in His enthronement—Psa. 2:6. 

Psa 2:6
But I have installed My King / Upon Zion, My holy mountain.

11.
Christ in His dominion, kingship, and authority—v. 8; 8:6; 47:2; 72:8. 

Psa 2:8
Ask of Me, / And I will give the nations as Your inheritance / And the limits of the earth as Your possession.

Psa 8:6
For You have caused him to rule over the works of Your hands; / You have put all things under his feet:

Psa 47:2
For Jehovah Most High is awesome: / A great King over all the earth.

Psa 72:8
And He will have dominion from sea to sea / And from the River unto the ends of the earth.

12.
Christ in His priesthood—110:4. 

Psa 110:4
Jehovah has sworn, / And He will not change: / You are a Priest forever / According to the order of Melchizedek.

13.
Christ in His fighting—vv. 5-6; 45:3-5. 

Psa 110:5
The Lord is at Your right hand; / He will shatter kings in the day of His anger.

Psa 110:6
He will execute judgment among the nations; / He will fill the place with corpses; / He will shatter the head / Over a great land.

Psa 45:3
Gird Your sword upon Your thigh, O mighty One, / In Your majesty and Your splendor.

Psa 45:4
And in Your splendor ride on victoriously / Because of truth and meekness and righteousness; / And let Your right hand teach You awesome deeds.

Psa 45:5
Your arrows are sharp: / The peoples fall under You; / The arrows are in the heart of the King's enemies.

14.
Christ in His victory—110:5-6. 

Psa 110:5
The Lord is at Your right hand; / He will shatter kings in the day of His anger.

Psa 110:6
He will execute judgment among the nations; / He will fill the place with corpses; / He will shatter the head / Over a great land.

15.
Christ in His indwelling—22:22. 

Psa 22:22
I will declare Your name to my brothers; / In the midst of the assembly I will praise You.

16.
Christ in His shepherding—23. 

Psa 23:1
Jehovah is my Shepherd; I will lack nothing.

Psa 23:2
He makes me lie down in green pastures; / He leads me beside waters of rest.

Psa 23:3
He restores my soul; He guides me on the paths of righteousness / For His name's sake.

Psa 23:4
Even though I walk / Through the valley of the shadow of death, / I do not fear evil, / For You are with me; / Your rod and Your staff, / They comfort me.

Psa 23:5
You spread a table before me / In the presence of my adversaries; / You anoint my head with oil; / My cup runs over.

Psa 23:6
Surely goodness and lovingkindness will follow me / All the days of my life, / And I will dwell in the house of Jehovah / For the length of my days. 

17.
Christ as the stone for the building—118:22. 

Psa 118:22
The stone which the builders rejected / Has become the head of the corner.

18.
Christ in His coming—72; 96; 110. 

Psa 72:1
O God, give Your judgments to the king, / And Your righteousness to the son of the king.

Psa 72:2
He will judge Your people in righteousness, / And Your poor with justice.

Psa 72:3
The mountains will bear peace to the people, / And the hills, in righteousness.

Psa 72:4
He will judge the poor of the people; / He will save the children of the needy / And crush the oppressor.

Psa 72:5
They will fear You as long as the sun endures / And as long as the moon endures / Throughout the generations.

Psa 72:6
He will drop like rain upon mown grass, / Like abundant showers dripping on the earth.

Psa 72:7
In His days the righteous will flourish, / And there will be an abundance of peace / Until the moon is no more.

Psa 72:8
And He will have dominion from sea to sea / And from the River unto the ends of the earth.

Psa 72:9
The desert dwellers will bow down before Him, / And His enemies will lick the dust.

Psa 72:10
The kings of Tarshish and of the coastlands / Will pay tribute; / The kings of Sheba and Seba / Will present gifts.

Psa 72:11
And all the kings will bow down before Him; / All the nations will serve Him.

Psa 72:12
For He will deliver the needy man when he cries, / And the poor man who has no one to help him.

Psa 72:13
He will have pity on the weak and needy, / And the souls of the needy He will save.

Psa 72:14
From oppression and violence / He will redeem their soul, / And their blood will be precious in His sight.

Psa 72:15
So He shall live and to Him shall be given / The gold of Sheba; / And prayer shall be made continually for Him; / He shall be blessed all the day long.

Psa 72:16
There will be an abundance of grain on the earth, / Even at the tops of the mountains. / Its fruit will wave like the forests of Lebanon, / And those of the city will blossom like the foliage of the earth.

Psa 72:17
His name will be forever; / As long as the sun endures, His name will spread; / And men will be blessed in Him; / All the nations will call Him blessed.

Psa 72:18
Blessed be Jehovah God, the God of Israel, / Who alone does wondrous deeds;

Psa 72:19
And blessed be His glorious name forever; / And may His glory fill the whole earth. / Amen and Amen.

Psa 72:20
The prayers of David the son of Jesse are ended. 

Psa 96:1
Sing to Jehovah a new song; / Sing to Jehovah, all the earth.

Psa 96:2
Sing to Jehovah, bless His name; / Proclaim His salvation from day to day.

Psa 96:3
Declare His glory among the nations, / His wondrous deeds among all the peoples.

Psa 96:4
For Jehovah is great and much to be praised; / He is to be feared above all gods.

Psa 96:5
For all the gods of the peoples are idols, / But Jehovah made the heavens.

Psa 96:6
Majesty and splendor are before Him; / Strength and beauty are in His sanctuary.

Psa 96:7
Ascribe to Jehovah, O families of the peoples, / Ascribe to Jehovah, glory and strength;

Psa 96:8
Ascribe to Jehovah the glory of His name; / Bring an offering, and come into His courts.

Psa 96:9
Worship Jehovah in holy splendor; / Tremble before Him, all the earth.

Psa 96:10
Say among the nations, Jehovah reigns; / Indeed the world has been established; it will not be moved; / He will judge the peoples with equity.

Psa 96:11
Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad; / Let the sea and its fullness roar.

Psa 96:12
Let the field and all that is in it exult; / Then all the trees of the forest will sing for joy

Psa 96:13
Before Jehovah, for He is coming; / For He is coming to judge the earth; / He will judge the world with righteousness, / And the peoples with His truth. 

Psa 110:1
Jehovah declares to my Lord, / Sit at My right hand / Until I make Your enemies / Your footstool.

Psa 110:2
Jehovah will send forth / The scepter of Your strength from Zion: / Rule in the midst of Your enemies.

Psa 110:3
Your people will offer themselves willingly / In the day of Your warfare, / In the splendor of their consecration. / Your young men will be to You / Like the dew from the womb of the dawn.

Psa 110:4
Jehovah has sworn, / And He will not change: / You are a Priest forever / According to the order of Melchizedek.

Psa 110:5
The Lord is at Your right hand; / He will shatter kings in the day of His anger.

Psa 110:6
He will execute judgment among the nations; / He will fill the place with corpses; / He will shatter the head / Over a great land.

Psa 110:7
He will drink from the brook by the way; / Therefore He will lift up His head. 

19.
Christ in His reigning—93—101.
Psa 93-101
Omitted. 

B.
The Psalms reveal many aspects of the church as God’s house, such as: 

1.
God’s dwelling—68:18; 84:1. 

Psa 68:18
You have ascended on high; You have led captive those taken captive; / You have received gifts among men, / Even the rebellious ones also, / That Jehovah God may dwell among them.

Psa 84:1
How lovely are Your tabernacles, / O Jehovah of hosts!

2.
The ground, the site—24:3; 68:16; 76:2. 

Psa 24:3
Who may ascend the mountain of Jehovah, / And who may stand in His holy place?

Psa 68:16
Why do you look with envy, O many-peaked mountains, / At the mountain on which God desires to dwell? / Indeed Jehovah will dwell there forever.

Psa 76:2
And in Salem is His tabernacle, / And His dwelling place, in Zion.

3.
Its foundation—87:1. 

Psa 87:1
His foundation is in the holy mountains.

4.
The place of God’s presence, which is God’s glory—26:8; 27:4; 29:9. 

Psa 26:8
O Jehovah, I love the habitation of Your house, / And the place where Your glory abides.

Psa 27:4
One thing I have asked from Jehovah; / That do I seek: / To dwell in the house of Jehovah / All the days of my life, / To behold the beauty of Jehovah, / And to inquire in His temple.

Psa 29:9
The voice of Jehovah causes the hinds to calve / And strips the forests bare; / And in His temple all say, Glory!

5.
The place of revelation—73:17. 

Psa 73:17
Until I went into the sanctuary of God; / Then I perceived their end.

6.
The saints’ desire—84:2, 10. 

Psa 84:2
My soul longs, indeed even faints, / For the courts of Jehovah; / My heart and my flesh cry out / To the living God.

Psa 84:10
For a day in Your courts is better than a thousand; / I would rather stand at the threshold of the house of my God / Than dwell in the tents of the wicked.

7.
Its loveliness—v. 1. 

Psa 84:1
How lovely are Your tabernacles, / O Jehovah of hosts!

8.
The place where we may be planted, flourish, and bear fruit—92:13-14. 

Psa 92:13
Planted in the house of Jehovah, / They will flourish in the courts of our God.

Psa 92:14
They will still bring forth fruit in old age; / They will be full of sap and green;

9.
The place of springs—87:7. 

Psa 87:7
Then singing as well as dancing, they will say, / All my springs are in you. 

10.
The place of worship—99:9. 

Psa 99:9
Exalt Jehovah our God, / And worship on His holy mountain; / For holy is Jehovah our God. 

11.
The place where God is our portion—73:26. 

Psa 73:26
My flesh and my heart fail, / But God is the rock of my heart and my portion forever.

12.
The place where we are mingledwithGod—92:10. 

Psa 92:10
But You have exalted my horn like that of a wild ox; / I am anointed with fresh oil.

C.
The Psalms reveal aspects of the church as the city, such as: 

1.
It is the city of the great King—48:2. 

Psa 48:2
Beautiful in elevation, / The joy of the whole earth, / Is Mount Zion, the sides of the north, / The city of the great King.

2.
There is a river with streams within it—46:4. 

Psa 46:4
There is a river whose streams gladden the city of God, / The holy place of the tabernacles of the Most High.

3.
God is in the midst of the city—v. 5. 

Psa 46:5
God is in the midst of her; she will not be moved; / God helps her at the dawn of the morning.

4.
It is God’s holy mountain—48:1. 

Psa 48:1
Great is Jehovah, / And much to be praised / In the city of our God, / In His holy mountain.

5.
It is beautiful in elevation and the joy of the whole earth—v. 2. 

Psa 48:2
Beautiful in elevation, / The joy of the whole earth, / Is Mount Zion, the sides of the north, / The city of the great King.

6.
It is the perfection of beauty—50:2. 

Psa 50:2
Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, / God shines forth.

7.
It is the goal of God’s good pleasure—51:18. 

Psa 51:18
Do good in Your good pleasure unto Zion; / Build the walls of Jerusalem.

8.
It is the salvation of God’s people—53:6. 

Psa 53:6
Oh that the salvation of Israel might come forth from Zion! / When God turns the captivity of His people, / Jacob will exult, Israel will rejoice. 

9.
It is God’s resting place forever—132:14. 

Psa 132:14
This is My resting place forever; / Here will I dwell, for I have desired it.

10.
The city is built up by the Lord—147:2. 

Psa 147:2
Jehovah builds up Jerusalem; / He gathers the outcasts of Israel.

11.
The Lord blesses others from the city—134:3. 

Psa 134:3
May Jehovah, who made heaven and earth, / Bless you from Zion. 

12.
The Lord is blessed from the city—135:21. 

Psa 135:21
Blessed be Jehovah from Zion, / Who dwells in Jerusalem. / Hallelujah. 

D.
Various aspects of the earth are also seen in the Psalms, such as: 

1.
The earth has been given to Christ as an inheritance—2:8. 

Psa 2:8
Ask of Me, / And I will give the nations as Your inheritance / And the limits of the earth as Your possession.

2.
The Lord’s name will be excellent in all the earth—8:1. 

Psa 8:1
O Jehovah our Lord, / How excellent is Your name / In all the earth, / You who have set Your glory over the heavens!

3.
The earth and its fullness are the Lord’s—24:1. 

Psa 24:1
The earth is Jehovah's, and its fullness, / The habitable land and those who dwell in it.

4.
Christ will come back to take the earth—96:13. 

Psa 96:13
Before Jehovah, for He is coming; / For He is coming to judge the earth; / He will judge the world with righteousness, / And the peoples with His truth. 

5.
Christ will reign over the earth—72:8. 

Psa 72:8
And He will have dominion from sea to sea / And from the River unto the ends of the earth.

6.
The earth will return to Christ—22:27. 

Psa 22:27
All the ends of the earth / Will remember and return to Jehovah, / And all families of the nations / Will worship before You;

7.
The earth will remember Christ—v. 27. 

Psa 22:27
All the ends of the earth / Will remember and return to Jehovah, / And all families of the nations / Will worship before You;

8.
The earth will worship Christ—vv. 27, 29. 

Psa 22:27
All the ends of the earth / Will remember and return to Jehovah, / And all families of the nations / Will worship before You;

Psa 22:29
All the flourishing of the earth / Will eat and worship. / All who go down into the dust will bow down before Him, / Even he who does not keep his soul alive.

9.
The earth will praise Christ—98:4. 

Psa 98:4
Make a joyful noise to Jehovah, all the earth; / Break forth, and sing for joy, and sing psalms.

10.
The whole earth will be filled with God’s glory—72:19. 

Psa 72:19
And blessed be His glorious name forever; / And may His glory fill the whole earth. / Amen and Amen.

IV.
The book of Psalms reveals that the earth is the ultimate intention of God’s desire—8:1, 9: 

Psa 8:1
O Jehovah our Lord, / How excellent is Your name / In all the earth, / You who have set Your glory over the heavens!

Psa 8:9
O Jehovah our Lord, / How excellent is Your name / In all the earth! 

A.
The Psalms show us that God’s intention is to recover His title, His legal rights, over the whole earth through Christ in the church as the house and the city—2:6-8; 36:8-9; 48:2; 72:8. 

Psa 2:6
But I have installed My King / Upon Zion, My holy mountain.

Psa 2:7
I will recount the decree of Jehovah; / He said to Me: You are My Son; / Today I have begotten You.

Psa 2:8
Ask of Me, / And I will give the nations as Your inheritance / And the limits of the earth as Your possession.

Psa 36:8
They are saturated with the fatness of Your house, / And You cause them to drink of the river of Your pleasures.

Psa 36:9
For with You is the fountain of life; / In Your light we see light.

Psa 48:2
Beautiful in elevation, / The joy of the whole earth, / Is Mount Zion, the sides of the north, / The city of the great King.

Psa 72:8
And He will have dominion from sea to sea / And from the River unto the ends of the earth.

B.
God must conquer the earth, recover the earth, and bring the earth back under His rightful rule (8:1, 9); this is why the Lord taught us to pray, “Your kingdom come; Your will be done, as in heaven, so also on earth” (Matt. 6:10). 

Psa 8:1
O Jehovah our Lord, / How excellent is Your name / In all the earth, / You who have set Your glory over the heavens!

Psa 8:9
O Jehovah our Lord, / How excellent is Your name / In all the earth! 

C.
God’s purpose is to express Himself in a corporate way, and the key to the fulfillment of God’s purpose is the building up of the church; without the church as the house and the city, there is no beachhead for the Lord to come back and recover the earth—16:18; Eph. 3:9-11; 4:16; Rev. 11:15. 

Matt 16:18
And I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.

Eph 3:9
And to enlighten all that they may see what the economy of the mystery is, which throughout the ages has been hidden in God, who created all things,

Eph 3:10
In order that now to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenlies the multifarious wisdom of God might be made known through the church,

Eph 3:11
According to the eternal purpose which He made in Christ Jesus our Lord,

Eph 4:16
Out from whom all the Body, being joined together and being knit together through every joint of the rich supply and through the operation in the measure of each one part, causes the growth of the Body unto the building up of itself in love.

Rev 11:15
And the seventh angel trumpeted; and there were loud voices in heaven, saying, The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ, and He will reign forever and ever.

D.
When the church is enlarged from the house to the city for the recovery of the earth, God’s purpose will be fulfilled, and we will declare, “O Jehovah our Lord, / How excellent is Your name / In all the earth!”—Psa. 8:9. 

CRYSTALLIZATION-STUDY OUTLINES

THE PSALMS (1)

Message Two
The Revelation concerning Christ in God’s Economy
Scripture Reading: Psa. 2
Psa 2:1
Why are the nations in an uproar, / And why do the peoples contemplate a vain thing?

Psa 2:2
The kings of the earth take their stand, / And the rulers sit in counsel together, / Against Jehovah and against His Anointed:

Psa 2:3
Let us break apart their bonds / And cast their ropes away from us.

Psa 2:4
He who sits in the heavens laughs; / The Lord has them in derision.

Psa 2:5
Then He will speak to them in His anger, / And in His burning wrath He will terrify them:

Psa 2:6
But I have installed My King / Upon Zion, My holy mountain.

Psa 2:7
I will recount the decree of Jehovah; / He said to Me: You are My Son; / Today I have begotten You.

Psa 2:8
Ask of Me, / And I will give the nations as Your inheritance / And the limits of the earth as Your possession.

Psa 2:9
You will break them with an iron rod; / You will shatter them like a potter's vessel.

Psa 2:10
Now therefore, O kings, be prudent; / Take the admonition, O judges of the earth.

Psa 2:11
Serve Jehovah with fear, / And rejoice with trembling.

Psa 2:12
Kiss the Son / Lest He be angry and you perish from the way; / For His anger may suddenly be kindled. / Blessed are all those who take refuge in Him. 

I.
In our study of the Psalms, we need to realize that the spirit of the Bible is to exalt Christ—Col. 1:15-19:
Col 1:15
Who is the image of the invisible God, the Firstborn of all creation,

Col 1:16
Because in Him all things were created, in the heavens and on the earth, the visible and the invisible, whether thrones or lordships or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through Him and unto Him.

Col 1:17
And He is before all things, and all things cohere in Him;

Col 1:18
And He is the Head of the Body, the church; He is the beginning, the Firstborn from the dead, that He Himself might have the first place in all things;

Col 1:19
For in Him all the fullness was pleased to dwell

A.
The spirit of the Bible exalts the Christ ordained by God to have the first place in the old creation, in the new creation, in the Body of Christ, and in everything—Matt. 17:5; Col. 1:18.
Matt 17:5
While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and behold, a voice out of the cloud, saying, This is My Son, the Beloved, in whom I have found My delight. Hear Him!

Col 1:18
And He is the Head of the Body, the church; He is the beginning, the Firstborn from the dead, that He Himself might have the first place in all things;

B.
Since Christ has the first place in all things, we must give Him the first place in our being and in all that we do—v. 18; Rev. 2:4.
Col 1:18
And He is the Head of the Body, the church; He is the beginning, the Firstborn from the dead, that He Himself might have the first place in all things;

Rev 2:4
But I have one thing against you, that you have left your first love.

C.
Psalm 2 is according to the divine concept of exalting Christ; in Psalm 2 Christ is exalted as the center of the economy of God.

II.
Psalm 2 is God’s speaking, God’s declaration, God’s proclamation, concerning Christ as the center of His economy—vv. 6, 8:
Psa 2:6
But I have installed My King / Upon Zion, My holy mountain.

Psa 2:8
Ask of Me, / And I will give the nations as Your inheritance / And the limits of the earth as Your possession.

A.
The word economy is not in Psalm 2, but the revelation and reality of God’s economy are there.
B.
The King and the kingdom in Psalm 2 show us the economy of God—vv. 6, 8-9:
Psa 2:6
But I have installed My King / Upon Zion, My holy mountain.

Psa 2:8
Ask of Me, / And I will give the nations as Your inheritance / And the limits of the earth as Your possession.

Psa 2:9
You will break them with an iron rod; / You will shatter them like a potter's vessel.

1.
For God to have a King is for the fulfilling of His economy—v. 6.
Psa 2:6
But I have installed My King / Upon Zion, My holy mountain.

2.
Christ’s kingdom will be a great kingdom of all the nations, covering the entire earth; His kingdom will be everywhere to include everyone —vv. 8-9; 22:28; Dan. 7:14.
Psa 2:8
Ask of Me, / And I will give the nations as Your inheritance / And the limits of the earth as Your possession.

Psa 2:9
You will break them with an iron rod; / You will shatter them like a potter's vessel.

Psa 22:28
For the kingdom is Jehovah's, / And He rules among the nations.

Dan 7:14
And to Him was given dominion, glory, and a kingdom, / That all the peoples, nations, and languages might serve Him. / His dominion is an eternal dominion, which will not pass away; / And His kingdom is one that will not be destroyed.

C.
Psalm 2 reveals the steps of Christ in God’s economy, beginning from His being anointed in eternity in His divinity (v. 2) and continuing with His resurrection (implying His death also—v. 7; cf. Acts 13:33), His ascension (Psa. 2:6), His setting up His universal kingdom (Rev. 11:15) with the nations as His inheritance and the ends of the earth as His possession (Psa. 2:8), and His ruling the nations with an iron rod (v. 9).
Psa 2:2
The kings of the earth take their stand, / And the rulers sit in counsel together, / Against Jehovah and against His Anointed:

Psa 2:7
I will recount the decree of Jehovah; / He said to Me: You are My Son; / Today I have begotten You.

Acts 13:33
That God has fully fulfilled this promise to us their children in raising up Jesus, as it is also written in the second Psalm, "You are My Son; today I have begotten You."

Psa 2:6
But I have installed My King / Upon Zion, My holy mountain.

Rev 11:15
And the seventh angel trumpeted; and there were loud voices in heaven, saying, The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ, and He will reign forever and ever.

Psa 2:8
Ask of Me, / And I will give the nations as Your inheritance / And the limits of the earth as Your possession.

Psa 2:9
You will break them with an iron rod; / You will shatter them like a potter's vessel.

III.
We need to see the divine revelation of Christ in God’s economy in Psalm 2:
A.
Verses 1 through 3 predict the opposition of the world rulers to Christ; the fulfillment of these verses began with Herod and Pontius Pilate and will conclude with Antichrist—Acts 4:25-28; Rev. 19:19.
Psa 2:1
Why are the nations in an uproar, / And why do the peoples contemplate a vain thing?

Psa 2:2
The kings of the earth take their stand, / And the rulers sit in counsel together, / Against Jehovah and against His Anointed:

Psa 2:3
Let us break apart their bonds / And cast their ropes away from us.

Acts 4:25
Who, through the Holy Spirit, through the mouth of our father David Your servant, has said, "Why did the Gentiles rage, and the peoples devise vain things?

Acts 4:26
The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers were gathered together against the Lord and against His Christ."

Acts 4:27
For truly in this city there were gathered together against Your holy Servant Jesus, whom You anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel,

Acts 4:28
To do what Your hand and Your counsel predestined to take place.

Rev 19:19
And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies gathered together to make war with Him who sits on the horse and with His army.

B.
In Psalm 2:2 God came in to declare that Christ was His Anointed:
Psa 2:2
The kings of the earth take their stand, / And the rulers sit in counsel together, / Against Jehovah and against His Anointed:

1.
In His divinity Christ was anointed by God in eternity to be the Messiah— Christ—the anointed One —Dan. 9:26; John 1:41.
Dan 9:26
And after the sixty-two weeks Messiah will be cut off and will have nothing; and the people of the prince who will come will destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end of it will be with a flood, and even to the end there will be war; desolations are determined.

John 1:41
He first found his own brother Simon and said to him, We have found the Messiah (which translated means Christ).

2.
Christ came in His incarnation as the anointed One to accomplish God’s eternal plan—Luke 2:11; Matt. 1:16; 16:16.
Luke 2:11
Because today a Savior has been born to you in David's city, who is Christ the Lord.

Matt 1:16
And Jacob begot Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus, who is called Christ.

Matt 16:16
And Simon Peter answered and said, You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.

3.
In His humanity Christ was anointed again in time at His baptism for His ministry, mainly on the earth—3:16-17; Luke 4:18-19; Heb. 1:9; Acts 10:38.
Matt 3:16
And having been baptized, Jesus went up immediately from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming upon Him.

Matt 3:17
And behold, a voice out of the heavens, saying, This is My Son, the Beloved, in whom I have found My delight.

Luke 4:18
"The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He has anointed Me to announce the gospel to the poor; He has sent Me to proclaim release to the captives, and recovery of sight to the blind, to send away in release those who are oppressed,

Luke 4:19
To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, the year of jubilee."

Heb 1:9
You have loved righteousness and hated lawlessness; therefore God, Your God, has anointed You with the oil of exultant joy above Your partners";

Acts 10:38
Jesus, the One from Nazareth, how God anointed Him with the Holy Spirit and with power, who went about doing good and healing all those who were being oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him.

4.
In His resurrection Christ became the life-giving Spirit for the purpose of being God’s Anointed, and in His ascension He was made both Lord and Christ, becoming God’s Anointed in an official way to carry out God’s commission, mainly in His heavenly ministry—1 Cor. 15:45b; Acts 2:36.
1 Cor 15:45b
… the last Adam became a life-giving Spirit.

Acts 2:36
Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made Him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you have crucified.

C.
Psalm 2:4-6 is God’s declaration concerning Christ:
Psa 2:4
He who sits in the heavens laughs; / The Lord has them in derision.

Psa 2:5
Then He will speak to them in His anger, / And in His burning wrath He will terrify them:

Psa 2:6
But I have installed My King / Upon Zion, My holy mountain.

1.
In His ascension Christ was installed as God’s King for God’s kingdom—v. 6; Acts 5:31; Rev. 1:5a.
Psa 2:6
But I have installed My King / Upon Zion, My holy mountain.

Acts 5:31
This One God has exalted to His right hand as Leader and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins.

Rev 1:5a
And from Jesus Christ, the faithful Witness, the Firstborn of the dead, and the Ruler of the kings of the earth. …
2.
God proclaimed that He had installed Christ upon Mount Zion, not upon Mount Sinai—Heb. 12:18-22; Gal. 4:25-26: 

Heb 12:18
For you have not come forward to a mountain which could be touched and which was set on fire, and to darkness and gloom and whirlwind,

Heb 12:19
And to the sound of a trumpet and to the voice of words, because of which those who heard entreated that no further word be spoken to them;

Heb 12:20
For they could not bear that which was being commanded: "If even a beast touch the mountain, it shall be stoned."

Heb 12:21
And so fearful was the sight, Moses said, "I am full of fear and trembling."

Heb 12:22
But you have come forward to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem; and to myriads of angels, to the universal gathering;

Gal 4:25
Now this Hagar is Sinai the mountain in Arabia and corresponds to the Jerusalem which now is, for she is in slavery with her children.

Gal 4:26
But the Jerusalem above is free, which is our mother;

a.
Mount Sinai was the place where the law was given; Mount Zion in the heavens is the place where Christ is today in His ascension—Rev. 14:1; Psa. 68:15-16; Eph. 4:8.
Rev 14:1
And I saw, and behold, the Lamb standing on Mount Zion, and with Him a hundred and forty-four thousand, having His name and the name of His Father written on their foreheads.

Psa 68:15
O mighty mountain, O mountain of Bashan, / O many-peaked mountain, O mountain of Bashan:

Psa 68:16
Why do you look with envy, O many-peaked mountains, / At the mountain on which God desires to dwell? / Indeed Jehovah will dwell there forever.

Eph 4:8
Therefore the Scripture says, "Having ascended to the height, He led captive those taken captive and gave gifts to men."

b.
The New Testament believers have come not to Mount Sinai but to Mount Zion, where we have the church, the Body of Christ, and God’s economy for God’s testimony— Heb. 12:18-24.
Heb 12:18
For you have not come forward to a mountain which could be touched and which was set on fire, and to darkness and gloom and whirlwind,

Heb 12:19
And to the sound of a trumpet and to the voice of words, because of which those who heard entreated that no further word be spoken to them;

Heb 12:20
For they could not bear that which was being commanded: "If even a beast touch the mountain, it shall be stoned."

Heb 12:21
And so fearful was the sight, Moses said, "I am full of fear and trembling."

Heb 12:22
But you have come forward to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem; and to myriads of angels, to the universal gathering;

Heb 12:23
And to the church of the firstborn, who have been enrolled in the heavens; and to God, the Judge of all; and to the spirits of righteous men who have been made perfect;

Heb 12:24
And to Jesus, the Mediator of a new covenant; and to the blood of sprinkling, which speaks something better than that of Abel.

c.
Mount Sinai produces children of slavery under the law, but our mother, the Jerusalem above, which is in the heavens at Mount Zion, produces children of promise who inherit the promised blessing—the all-inclusive Spirit— Gal. 4:24-26, 28; 3:14.
Gal 4:24
These things are spoken allegorically, for these women are two covenants, one from Mount Sinai, bringing forth children unto slavery, which is Hagar.

Gal 4:25
Now this Hagar is Sinai the mountain in Arabia and corresponds to the Jerusalem which now is, for she is in slavery with her children.

Gal 4:26
But the Jerusalem above is free, which is our mother;

Gal 4:28
But you, brothers, in the way Isaac was, are children of promise.

Gal 3:14
In order that the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles in Christ Jesus, that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.

D.
Psalm 2:7-9 is the declaration of Christ Himself:
Psa 2:7
I will recount the decree of Jehovah; / He said to Me: You are My Son; / Today I have begotten You.

Psa 2:8
Ask of Me, / And I will give the nations as Your inheritance / And the limits of the earth as Your possession.

Psa 2:9
You will break them with an iron rod; / You will shatter them like a potter's vessel.

1.
Verse 7 is quoted by the apostle Paul in Acts 13:33, indicating that Psalm 2:7 refers to Christ’s resurrection.
Acts 13:33
That God has fully fulfilled this promise to us their children in raising up Jesus, as it is also written in the second Psalm, "You are My Son; today I have begotten You."

Psa 2:7
I will recount the decree of Jehovah; / He said to Me: You are My Son; / Today I have begotten You.

2.
After being cut off, crucified (Dan. 9:26), Christ, God’s anointed One, was resurrected to be begotten in His humanity as the firstborn Son of God—Psa. 2:7; Acts 13:33; Rom. 1:3-4; 8:29; Heb. 1:5-6:
Dan 9:26
And after the sixty-two weeks Messiah will be cut off and will have nothing; and the people of the prince who will come will destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end of it will be with a flood, and even to the end there will be war; desolations are determined.

Psa 2:7
I will recount the decree of Jehovah; / He said to Me: You are My Son; / Today I have begotten You.

Acts 13:33
That God has fully fulfilled this promise to us their children in raising up Jesus, as it is also written in the second Psalm, "You are My Son; today I have begotten You."

Rom 1:3
Concerning His Son, who came out of the seed of David according to the flesh,

Rom 1:4
Who was designated the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness out of the resurrection of the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord;

Rom 8:29
Because those whom He foreknew, He also predestinated to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the Firstborn among many brothers;

Heb 1:5
For to which of the angels has He ever said, "You are My Son; this day have I begotten You"? And again, "I will be a Father to Him, and He will be a Son to Me"?

Heb 1:6
And when He brings again the Firstborn into the inhabited earth, He says, "And let all the angels of God worship Him."

a.
Today in Psalm 2:7 is the day of Christ’s resurrection.
Psa 2:7
I will recount the decree of Jehovah; / He said to Me: You are My Son; / Today I have begotten You.

b.
By resurrection Christ brought His humanity into the divine sonship and was designated the Son of God with His humanity; His resurrection was His birth as God’s firstborn Son—Rom. 1:3-4; 8:29; Acts 13:33:
Rom 1:3
Concerning His Son, who came out of the seed of David according to the flesh,

Rom 1:4
Who was designated the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness out of the resurrection of the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord;

Rom 8:29
Because those whom He foreknew, He also predestinated to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the Firstborn among many brothers;

Acts 13:33
That God has fully fulfilled this promise to us their children in raising up Jesus, as it is also written in the second Psalm, "You are My Son; today I have begotten You."

1)
Before His incarnation Christ already was the Son of God, the only begotten Son— John 1:18; Rom. 8:3.
John 1:18
No one has ever seen God; the only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him.

Rom 8:3
For that which the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, sending His own Son in the likeness of the flesh of sin and concerning sin, condemned sin in the flesh,

2)
By incarnation Christ put on an element, the human flesh, which had nothing to do with divinity; that part of Him needed to be sanctified and uplifted by passing through death and resurrection— John 1:14; Rom. 1:3-4.
John 1:14
And the Word became flesh and tabernacled among us (and we beheld His glory, glory as of the only Begotten from the Father), full of grace and reality.

Rom 1:3
Concerning His Son, who came out of the seed of David according to the flesh,

Rom 1:4
Who was designated the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness out of the resurrection of the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord;

3)
By resurrection His human nature was sanctified, uplifted, and transformed; hence, by resurrection He was designated the Son of God with His humanity, and now, as the Son of God, He possesses humanity as well as divinity—Acts 13:33; Heb. 1:5.
Acts 13:33
That God has fully fulfilled this promise to us their children in raising up Jesus, as it is also written in the second Psalm, "You are My Son; today I have begotten You."

Heb 1:5
For to which of the angels has He ever said, "You are My Son; this day have I begotten You"? And again, "I will be a Father to Him, and He will be a Son to Me"?

4)
God is using such a Christ, the firstborn Son, as the producer and as the prototype, the model, to produce His many sons—Rom. 8:29.
Rom 8:29
Because those whom He foreknew, He also predestinated to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the Firstborn among many brothers;

c.
Through the same resurrection all His believers were born with Him to be His many brothers, the many sons of God— John 20:17; 1 Pet. 1:3; Rom. 8:29; Heb. 2:10.
John 20:17
Jesus said to her, Do not touch Me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father; but go to My brothers and say to them, I ascend to My Father and your Father, and My God and your God.

1 Pet 1:3
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has regenerated us unto a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,

Rom 8:29
Because those whom He foreknew, He also predestinated to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the Firstborn among many brothers;

Heb 2:10
For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things and through whom are all things, in leading many sons into glory, to make the Author of their salvation perfect through sufferings.

3.
Christ has been given the nations as His inheritance and the limits of the earth as His possession—Psa. 2:8; 72:8, 11; Rev. 11:15.
Psa 2:8
Ask of Me, / And I will give the nations as Your inheritance / And the limits of the earth as Your possession.

Psa 72:8
And He will have dominion from sea to sea / And from the River unto the ends of the earth.

Psa 72:11
And all the kings will bow down before Him; / All the nations will serve Him.

Rev 11:15
And the seventh angel trumpeted; and there were loud voices in heaven, saying, The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ, and He will reign forever and ever.

4.
Christ will rule the nations in His kingdom with an iron rod—Psa. 2:9; Rev. 2:26-27; 19:15.
Psa 2:9
You will break them with an iron rod; / You will shatter them like a potter's vessel.

Rev 2:26
And he who overcomes and he who keeps My works until the end, to him I will give authority over the nations;

Rev 2:27
And he will shepherd them with an iron rod, as vessels of pottery are broken in pieces, as I also have received from My Father;

Rev 19:15
And out of His mouth proceeds a sharp sword, that with it He might smite the nations; and He will shepherd them with an iron rod; and He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty.

E.
Psalm 2:10-12 is the preaching of the gospel:
Psa 2:10
Now therefore, O kings, be prudent; / Take the admonition, O judges of the earth.

Psa 2:11
Serve Jehovah with fear, / And rejoice with trembling.

Psa 2:12
Kiss the Son / Lest He be angry and you perish from the way; / For His anger may suddenly be kindled. / Blessed are all those who take refuge in Him. 

1.
These verses are a warning concerning the coming wrath of God and Christ upon the world:
a.
One day Christ will come to execute His judgment in His wrath—v. 12; Rev. 6:15-17; Joel 1:15; 2:11, 31; 3:14; 1 Cor. 4:3-5.
Psa 2:12
Kiss the Son / Lest He be angry and you perish from the way; / For His anger may suddenly be kindled. / Blessed are all those who take refuge in Him. 

Rev 6:15
And the kings of the earth and the great men and the generals and the rich and the strong and every slave and free man hid themselves in the caves and in the rocks of the mountains;

Rev 6:16
And they say to the mountains and to the rocks, Fall on us and hide us from the face of Him who sits upon the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb;

Rev 6:17
For the great day of Their wrath has come, and who is able to stand?

Joel 1:15
Alas for the day! / For the day of Jehovah has drawn near, / And as the destruction from the Almighty it will come.

Joel 2:11
And Jehovah utters His voice / Before His army, / For His camp is very great, / For He who executes His word is mighty. / For the day of Jehovah is great / And very terrible, / And who can endure it?

Joel 2:31
The sun shall be turned into darkness, / And the moon, into blood, / Before the great and terrible / Day of Jehovah comes.

Joel 3:14
Multitudes, multitudes, / In the valley of decision; / For the day of Jehovah has drawn near / In the valley of decision.

1 Cor 4:3
But to me it is a very small thing that I should be examined by you or by man's day; rather I do not even examine myself.

1 Cor 4:4
For I am conscious of nothing against myself; but I am not justified in this, but He who examines me is the Lord.

1 Cor 4:5
So then do not judge anything before the time, until the Lord comes, who will both bring to light the hidden things of darkness and make manifest the counsels of the hearts, and then there will be praise to each from God.

b.
In the New Testament the period in which Christ will come to execute His judgment in His wrath upon the world is called “the day of the Lord” (Acts 2:20; 1 Cor. 5:5; 1 Thes. 5:2; 2 Thes. 2:2; 2 Pet. 3:10), which is also the day of God (v. 12; Joel 1:15).
Acts 2:20
The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and notable day of the Lord comes.

1 Cor 5:5
To deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of his flesh, that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord.

1 Thes 5:2
For you yourselves know perfectly well that like a thief in the night, so the day of the Lord comes.

2 Thes 2:2
That you be not quickly shaken in mind nor alarmed, neither by a spirit nor by word nor by a letter as if by us, to the effect that the day of the Lord has come.

2 Pet 3:10
But the day of the Lord will come as a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the elements, burning with intense heat, will be dissolved, and the earth and the works in it will be burned up.

2 Pet 3:12
Expecting and hastening the coming of the day of God, on account of which the heavens, being on fire, will be dissolved, and the elements, burning with intense heat, are to be melted away?

Joel 1:15
Alas for the day! / For the day of Jehovah has drawn near, / And as the destruction from the Almighty it will come.

2.
We all need to realize that we are nothing and vanity (Psa. 39:4-5); our realizing that we are nothing, that our condition is sinful, and that our situation is one of vanity opens the way for Christ to crucify us and enter into us to replace us by living Himself through us and causing us to live together with Him in an organic union— Gal. 2:20.
Psa 39:4
O Jehovah, cause me to know my end, / And the measure of my days, what it is. / May I know how transient I am.

Psa 39:5
Behold, You have made my days as mere handbreadths, / And my lifetime is as nothing before You; / Surely every man at his best is altogether vanity. Selah.

Gal 2:20
I am crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live in faith, the faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.

3.
To take refuge in the Son is to believe into the Son, Christ, taking Him as our refuge, protection, and hiding place, and to kiss the Son is to love the Son and thereby to enjoy Him—Psa. 2:12; John 3:16, 36:
Psa 2:12
Kiss the Son / Lest He be angry and you perish from the way; / For His anger may suddenly be kindled. / Blessed are all those who take refuge in Him. 

John 3:16
For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that every one who believes into Him would not perish, but would have eternal life.

John 3:36
He who believes into the Son has eternal life; but he who disobeys the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides upon him.

a.
To believe in the Lord is to receive Him, and to love the Lord is to enjoy Him—1 Tim. 1:14.
1 Tim 1:14
And the grace of our Lord superabounded with faith and love in Christ Jesus.

b.
The Gospel of John presents faith and love as the two requirements for us to participate in the Lord—3:16; 14:23.
John 3:16
For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that every one who believes into Him would not perish, but would have eternal life.

John 14:23
Jesus answered and said to him, If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word, and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make an abode with him.

c.
Through faith we receive the Lord, and through love we enjoy the Lord whom we have received—1:12; 14:21, 23; 21:15-17; Eph. 6:23.
John 1:12
But as many as received Him, to them He gave the authority to become children of God, to those who believe into His name,

John 14:21
He who has My commandments and keeps them, he is the one who loves Me; and he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and will manifest Myself to him.

John 14:23
Jesus answered and said to him, If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word, and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make an abode with him.

John 21:15
Then when they had eaten breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, Simon, son of John, do you love Me more than these? He said to Him, Yes, Lord, You know that I love You. He said to him, Feed My lambs.

John 21:16
He said to him again a second time, Simon, son of John, do you love Me? He said to Him, Yes, Lord, You know that I love You. He said to him, Shepherd My sheep.

John 21:17
He said to him the third time, Simon, son of John, do you love Me? Peter was grieved that He said to him the third time, Do you love Me? And he said to Him, Lord, You know all things; You know that I love You. Jesus said to him, Feed My sheep.

Eph 6:23
Peace to the brothers and love with faith from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
CRYSTALLIZATION-STUDY OUTLINES

THE PSALMS (1)

Message Three
The Excellency of Christ
Scripture Reading: Psa. 8
Psa 8 Title
To the choir director: on the gittith. A Psalm of David

Psa 8:1
O Jehovah our Lord, / How excellent is Your name / In all the earth, / You who have set Your glory over the heavens!

Psa 8:2
Out of the mouths of babes and sucklings / You have established strength / Because of Your adversaries, / To stop the enemy and the avenger.

Psa 8:3
When I see Your heavens, the works of Your fingers, / The moon and the stars, which You have ordained, 

Psa 8:4
What is mortal man, that You remember him, / And the son of man, that You visit him?

Psa 8:5
You have made him a little lower than angels / And have crowned him with glory and honor.

Psa 8:6
For You have caused him to rule over the works of Your hands; / You have put all things under his feet:

Psa 8:7
All sheep and oxen, / As well as the beasts of the field, 

Psa 8:8
The birds of heaven and the fish of the sea, / Whatever passes through the paths of the seas.

Psa 8:9
O Jehovah our Lord, / How excellent is Your name / In all the earth! 

I.
Psalm 8 shows that God’s purpose and plan for man to express Him with His image and to represent Him with His dominion have never changed —Gen. 1:26:
Gen 1:26
And God said, Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of heaven and over the cattle and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.

A.
The man prophesied in Psalm 8 is the second man, the Lord Jesus, who has recovered man’s lost ordination and has fulfilled God’s original purpose —Heb. 2:5-9.
Heb 2:5
For it was not to angels that He subjected the coming inhabited earth, concerning which we speak.

Heb 2:6
But one has solemnly testified somewhere, saying, "What is man, that You bring him to mind? Or the son of man, that You care for him?

Heb 2:7
You have made Him a little inferior to the angels; You have crowned Him with glory and honor and have set Him over the works of Your hands;

Heb 2:8
You have subjected all things under His feet." For in subjecting all things to Him, He left nothing unsubject to Him. But now we do not yet see all things subjected to Him,

Heb 2:9
But we see Jesus, who was made a little inferior to the angels because of the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honor, so that by the grace of God He might taste death on behalf of everything.

B.
This second man is also a corporate man, the new man, the corporate Christ, who expresses God in His image and represents God to have dominion over all things for the fulfillment of God’s purpose —Eph. 2:15; Col. 3:10-11; Acts 9:4-5; Eph. 1:22-23; Heb. 2:10-11.
Eph 2:15
Abolishing in His flesh the law of the commandments in ordinances, that He might create the two in Himself into one new man, so making peace,

Col 3:10
And have put on the new man, which is being renewed unto full knowledge according to the image of Him who created him,

Col 3:11
Where there cannot be Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free man, but Christ is all and in all.

Acts 9:4
And he fell on the ground and heard a voice saying to him, Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?

Acts 9:5
And he said, Who are You, Lord? And He said, I am Jesus, whom you persecute.

Eph 1:22
And He subjected all things under His feet and gave Him to be Head over all things to the church,

Eph 1:23
Which is His Body, the fullness of the One who fills all in all.

Heb 2:10
For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things and through whom are all things, in leading many sons into glory, to make the Author of their salvation perfect through sufferings.

Heb 2:11
For both He who sanctifies and those who are being sanctified are all of One, for which cause He is not ashamed to call them brothers,

II.
Psalm 8 is David’s inspired praise of the excellency of Christ—this psalm speaks of the heavens, the earth, babes and sucklings, man, three categories of enemies, and the Lord’s incarnation, human living, death, resurrection, and ascension, the Body of Christ, His coming back, and His kingdom.
III.
The Lord’s name is excellent (majestic) in all the earth, and His splendor (glory) has been set over the heavens— v. 1:
Psa 8:1
O Jehovah our Lord, / How excellent is Your name / In all the earth, / You who have set Your glory over the heavens!

A.
In Psalms 3 through 7 it was a mess on the earth, according to David’s human concept.
Psa 3:1
Jehovah, how many are my adversaries! / Many are those who rise up against me!

Psa 3:2
Many are those who say of my soul, / There is no salvation for him in God! Selah.

Psa 3:3
But You, O Jehovah, are a shield around me, / My glory and the One who lifts up my head.

Psa 3:4
With my voice I call out to Jehovah, / And He answers me from His holy mountain. Selah.

Psa 3:5
I lay down and slept; / I awoke, for Jehovah sustains me.

Psa 3:6
I will not fear the myriads of the people / Who have set themselves against me all around.

Psa 3:7
Arise, O Jehovah; / Save me, O my God! / Oh that you would strike all my enemies on the cheek; / And break the teeth of the wicked.

Psa 3:8
Salvation is of Jehovah: / Your blessing be upon Your people. Selah.

Psa 4:1
When I call out, answer me, / O God of my righteousness; / Make room for me when I am in straits; / Be gracious to me and hear my prayer.

Psa 4:2
O sons of men, how long will my glory be made a reproach? / How long will you love vanity, will you seek a lie? Selah.

Psa 4:3
But know that Jehovah sets apart the faithful man for Himself. / Jehovah hears when I call out to Him.

Psa 4:4
Be angry, yet do not sin; / Consider in your heart upon your bed, / And be silent. Selah.

Psa 4:5
Offer sacrifices of righteousness, / And trust in Jehovah.

Psa 4:6
Many are those who say, Who will show us any good? / Lift up upon us the light of Your countenance, O Jehovah.

Psa 4:7
You have put joy in my heart, / More than when the grain and new wine of others abound.

Psa 4:8
In peace I will both lie down and sleep, / For You alone, O Jehovah, cause me to dwell in safety. 

Psa 5:1
To my words give ear, O Jehovah; / Consider my moaning.

Psa 5:2
Give heed to the sound of my cry, / My King and my God; / For to You do I pray.

Psa 5:3
O Jehovah, in the morning / You will hear my voice; / In the morning I will set forth my words in order to You, / And I will watch.

Psa 5:4
For You are not a God who delights in wickedness; / Evil will not sojourn with You.

Psa 5:5
Those who boast will not stand / Before Your eyes; / You hate all workers of iniquity.

Psa 5:6
You will destroy those who speak lies. / Jehovah abhors a man of bloodshed and deceit.

Psa 5:7
But as for me, in the abundance of Your lovingkindness / I will come into Your house; / I will bow down toward Your holy temple / In fear of You.

Psa 5:8
O Jehovah, lead me in Your righteousness / On account of those who lie in wait for me; / Make Your way straight before me.

Psa 5:9
For there is no truth in their mouth; / Their inward part is corruption itself; / Their throat is an open grave; / They flatter with their tongue.

Psa 5:10
Hold them guilty, O God; / Let them fall by their own counsels; / Because of the multitude of their transgressions thrust them out, / For they have rebelled against You.

Psa 5:11
But let all who take refuge in You rejoice; / Let them shout for joy forever; / And may You spread a cover over them; / And those who love Your name / Will exult in You.

Psa 5:12
For You will bless the righteous man, O Jehovah; / You will surround him with favor as with a shield. 

Psa 6:1
O Jehovah, do not rebuke me in Your anger, / Nor chasten me in Your burning wrath.

Psa 6:2
Be gracious to me, O Jehovah, for I am languishing; / Heal me, O Jehovah, for my bones are shaken, 

Psa 6:3
And my soul is greatly shaken. / But as for You, O Jehovah, how long?

Psa 6:4
Return, O Jehovah; deliver my soul; / Save me for Your lovingkindness' sake.

Psa 6:5
For in death there is no remembrance of You; / In Sheol who can give thanks to You?

Psa 6:6
I am weary with my groaning; / Every night I cause my bed to swim; / With my tears I dissolve my couch.

Psa 6:7
My eye is wasted because of grief; / It has aged because of all those who vex me.

Psa 6:8
Depart from me, all you workers of iniquity, / For Jehovah has heard the sound of my weeping.

Psa 6:9
Jehovah has heard my supplication; / Jehovah receives my prayer.

Psa 6:10
All my enemies will be ashamed and greatly dismayed; / They will turn back; they will be put to shame suddenly. 

Psa 7:1
O Jehovah my God, in You do I take refuge. / Save me from all who pursue me, and deliver me;

Psa 7:2
Lest he tear my soul like a lion, / Tearing it apart without anyone to deliver it.

Psa 7:3
O Jehovah my God, if I have done this, / If there is unrighteousness in my hands, 

Psa 7:4
If I have recompensed with evil him who was at peace with me / (Rather, I have delivered him who vexed me without cause);

Psa 7:5
Let the enemy pursue my soul and overtake me, / And let him trample my life to the ground / And lay my glory down in the dust. Selah.

Psa 7:6
Arise, O Jehovah, in Your anger; / Lift Yourself up against the overflowing wrath of those who vex me, / And awake for me: You have commanded judgment.

Psa 7:7
And let the assembly of the peoples surround You, / And over it return on high.

Psa 7:8
Jehovah will execute judgment on the peoples; / Judge me, O Jehovah, according to my righteousness / And according to my integrity that is with me.

Psa 7:9
Oh, let the evil of the wicked come to an end, / But establish the righteous man. / For the righteous God / Tries the hearts and the inward parts.

Psa 7:10
My shield is with God, / Who saves the upright in heart.

Psa 7:11
God is a righteous Judge / And a God who has indignation every day.

Psa 7:12
If one does not turn, He will whet His sword. / He bends His bow and makes it ready.

Psa 7:13
And He prepares instruments of death against him; / He has made His arrows fiery shafts.

Psa 7:14
Behold, the evil man travails with iniquity; / He conceives mischief and brings forth falsehood.

Psa 7:15
He digs a pit and hollows it out, / Then he falls into the hole that he has made.

Psa 7:16
His mischief returns upon his own head, / And upon the crown of his own head his violence comes down.

Psa 7:17
I will give thanks to Jehovah according to His righteousness, / And I will sing psalms to the name of Jehovah the Most High. 

B.
Here in Psalm 8 the name of the incarnated, crucified, resurrected, ascended, and exalted Jesus (Phil. 2:5-11) is excellent (majestic) in all the earth according to the divine revelation, and the Lord’s glory is over the heavens in the sight of David.
Phil 2:5
Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus,

Phil 2:6
Who, existing in the form of God, did not consider being equal with God a treasure to be grasped,

Phil 2:7
But emptied Himself, taking the form of a slave, becoming in the likeness of men;

Phil 2:8
And being found in fashion as a man, He humbled Himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and that the death of a cross.

Phil 2:9
Therefore also God highly exalted Him and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name,

Phil 2:10
That in the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth,

Phil 2:11
And every tongue should openly confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father.

C.
The goal of this psalm is to join the earth to the heavens and bring the heavens down to the earth, making the earth and the heavens one — John 1:51; Gen. 28:12.
John 1:51
And He said to him, Truly, truly, I say to you, You shall see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.

Gen 28:12
And he dreamed: There was a ladder set up on the earth, and its top reached to heaven; and there the angels of God were ascending and descending on it.

IV.
Out of the mouths of babes and sucklings the Lord has established strength (praise—Matt. 21:16) because of His adversaries, to stop the enemy and the avenger—Psa. 8:2:

Matt 21:16
And they said to Him, Do you hear what these are saying? And Jesus said to them, Yes. Have you never read, "Out of the mouth of infants and sucklings You have perfected praise"?

Psa 8:2
Out of the mouths of babes and sucklings / You have established strength / Because of Your adversaries, / To stop the enemy and the avenger.

A.
Babes and sucklings are the youngest, smallest, and weakest among men, indicating the highest consummation of the Lord’s work in His redemption.
B.
The Lord has established praise out of the mouths of babes and sucklings because of His adversaries (within) and for the stopping of the enemy and the avenger (without).
C.
Satan is God’s adversary within God’s kingdom, God’s enemy outside God’s kingdom, and the avenger who roves to and fro over the earth— cf. Job 1:7; 1 Pet. 5:8.
Job 1:7
And Jehovah said to Satan, Where have you come from? And Satan answered Jehovah and said, From roving the earth and going about in it.

1 Pet 5:8
Be sober; watch. Your adversary, the devil, as a roaring lion, walks about, seeking someone to devour.
V.
David saw the heavens, the works of the Lord’s fingers, the moon and the stars, which the Lord has ordained— Psa. 8:3:
Psa 8:3
When I see Your heavens, the works of Your fingers, / The moon and the stars, which You have ordained, 

A.
The moon and the stars indicate that David had this view— a view turned from looking at the earth to contemplating the heavens in the night.
B.
In this view David had a pure vision to see the pure work in God’s creation and ordination.
C.
The aim in the Lord’s redemption is to turn us from the messy earth to the bright heaven.
VI.
What is mortal man, that the Lord remembers him, and the son of man, that He visits him?—v. 4:
Psa 8:4
What is mortal man, that You remember him, / And the son of man, that You visit him?

A.
In his view in the heavens, David turned his consideration to man on the earth.
B.
Man is the central object of God in His creation for the accomplishment of His economy to fulfill His heart’s desire.
C.
The first “man” in verse 4 is enosh in Hebrew, and the second “man” is adam in Hebrew, both referring to:
1.
The God-created man in God’s creation in Genesis 1:26.
Gen 1:26
And God said, Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of heaven and over the cattle and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.

2.
The Satan-captured man in man’s fall in Psalm 8:4.
Psa 8:4
What is mortal man, that You remember him, / And the son of man, that You visit him?

3.
Christ as a man in His incarnation for the accomplishment of God’s redemption in Hebrews 2:6.
Heb 2:6
But one has solemnly testified somewhere, saying, "What is man, that You bring him to mind? Or the son of man, that You care for him?

D.
Such a man God remembers in His economy and visits in His incarnation— John 1:14; Phil. 2:7.
John 1:14
And the Word became flesh and tabernacled among us (and we beheld His glory, glory as of the only Begotten from the Father), full of grace and reality.

Phil 2:7
But emptied Himself, taking the form of a slave, becoming in the likeness of men;

VII.
The Lord has made man a little lower than angels—Psa. 8:5a; Heb. 2:7a:
Psa 8:5a
You have made him a little lower than angels …
Heb 2:7a
You have made Him a little inferior to the angels; …
A.
This refers to Christ’s incarnation with His human living for His all-inclusive death— John 1:14; Heb. 2:9a.
John 1:14
And the Word became flesh and tabernacled among us (and we beheld His glory, glory as of the only Begotten from the Father), full of grace and reality.

Heb 2:9a
But we see Jesus, who was made a little inferior to the angels because of the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honor, …
B.
In His incarnation Christ was made a little lower than angels, physically not positionally, in the sense of being in the flesh.
VIII.
God has crowned man (Christ) with glory and honor—Psa. 8:5b; Heb. 2:7b:
Psa 8:5b
… And have crowned him with glory and honor.

Heb 2:7b
… You have crowned Him with glory and honor and have set Him over the works of Your hands;

A.
This refers to Christ’s resurrection in His glory (John 7:39b; Luke 24:26) and His ascension in His honor (Acts 2:33-36; 5:31a).
John 7:39b
… for the Spirit was not yet, because Jesus had not yet been glorified.

Luke 24:26
Was it not necessary for the Christ to suffer these things and enter into His glory?

Acts 2:33
Therefore having been exalted to the right hand of God and having received the promise of the Holy Spirit from the Father, He has poured out this which you both see and hear.

Acts 2:34
For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he himself says, "The Lord said to my Lord, Sit at My right hand

Acts 2:35
Until I set Your enemies as a footstool for Your feet."

Acts 2:36
Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made Him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you have crucified.

Acts 5:31a
This One God has exalted to His right hand as Leader and Savior, …
B.
This was through His all-inclusive death—Heb. 2:9.
Heb 2:9
But we see Jesus, who was made a little inferior to the angels because of the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honor, so that by the grace of God He might taste death on behalf of everything.

IX.
Psalm 8:2-5 shows us how the babes and sucklings are produced:
Psa 8:2
Out of the mouths of babes and sucklings / You have established strength / Because of Your adversaries, / To stop the enemy and the avenger.

Psa 8:3
When I see Your heavens, the works of Your fingers, / The moon and the stars, which You have ordained, 

Psa 8:4
What is mortal man, that You remember him, / And the son of man, that You visit him?

Psa 8:5
You have made him a little lower than angels / And have crowned him with glory and honor.

A.
In order to produce babes and sucklings, God has visited man—v. 4:
Psa 8:4
What is mortal man, that You remember him, / And the son of man, that You visit him?

1.
God visited man by becoming incarnated, by putting on humanity and becoming a man to be a little lower than the angels—v. 5a.
Psa 8:5a
You have made him a little lower than angels …
2.
God visited man also by living on earth, dying, rising up from the dead, and ascending to the heavens to be crowned with glory and honor—v. 5b.
Psa 8:5b
… And have crowned him with glory and honor.

3.
God visited man through the long journey of His process to become the life-giving Spirit to reach us and to enter into us— John 1:14; 1 Cor. 15:45b; 6:17; cf. 1 Pet. 2:12; Luke 1:68, 78.
John 1:14
And the Word became flesh and tabernacled among us (and we beheld His glory, glory as of the only Begotten from the Father), full of grace and reality.

1 Cor 15:45b
… the last Adam became a life-giving Spirit.

1 Cor 6:17
But he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit.

1 Pet 2:12
Having your manner of life excellent among the Gentiles, so that in the matter concerning which they speak against you as evildoers they may, by your good works, as they see them with their own eyes, glorify God in the day of His visitation.

Luke 1:68
Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, because He has visited and accomplished redemption for His people,

Luke 1:78
Because of the merciful compassions of our God, in which the rising sun will visit us from on high,

4.
The incarnated One has become the life-giving Spirit, and it is this One who produces babes and sucklings.
B.
We become babes and sucklings in the initial stage through regeneration:
1.
We are remade, re-created, through regeneration—cf. Matt. 18:3; 19:14.
Matt 18:3
And said, Truly I say to you, Unless you turn and become like little children, you shall by no means enter into the kingdom of the heavens.

Matt 19:14
But Jesus said, Allow the little children and do not prevent them from coming to Me, for of such is the kingdom of the heavens.

2.
Regeneration reduces our natural activity.
3.
The proper, genuine salvation stops our human doing and makes us babes and sucklings to praise the Lord.
C.
The process of producing babes and sucklings continues with sanctification, renewing, and transformation—Heb. 2:11; Rom. 12:2; 2 Cor. 3:18.
Heb 2:11
For both He who sanctifies and those who are being sanctified are all of One, for which cause He is not ashamed to call them brothers,

Rom 12:2
And do not be fashioned according to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of the mind that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and well pleasing and perfect.

2 Cor 3:18
But we all with unveiled face, beholding and reflecting like a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, even as from the Lord Spirit.

D.
The Lord has perfected praise, or established strength, out of the mouths of babes and sucklings for the purpose of stopping His adversaries, the enemy, and the avenger—Psa. 8:2:
Psa 8:2
Out of the mouths of babes and sucklings / You have established strength / Because of Your adversaries, / To stop the enemy and the avenger.

1.
God overcomes His enemy through babes and sucklings, the youngest, smallest, and weakest among men; this is the Lord’s recovery and victory— cf. 1 Cor. 1:26-31.
1 Cor 1:26
For consider your calling, brothers, that there are not many wise according to flesh, not many powerful, not many wellborn.

1 Cor 1:27
But God has chosen the foolish things of the world that He might shame those who are wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world that He might shame the things that are strong,

1 Cor 1:28
And the lowborn things of the world and the despised things God has chosen, things which are not, that He might bring to nought the things which are,

1 Cor 1:29
So that no flesh may boast before God.

1 Cor 1:30
But of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became wisdom to us from God: both righteousness and sanctification and redemption,

1 Cor 1:31
That as it is written, "He who boasts, let him boast in the Lord."

2.
All things will be ruled over by Christ with His Body, and all things will be subjected under His feet—Psa. 8:6-8.
Psa 8:6
For You have caused him to rule over the works of Your hands; / You have put all things under his feet:

Psa 8:7
All sheep and oxen, / As well as the beasts of the field, 

Psa 8:8
The birds of heaven and the fish of the sea, / Whatever passes through the paths of the seas.

3.
The perfected praise of the babes and sucklings is the ultimate consummation of the Lord’s work of incarnation, human living, death, resurrection, ascension, and coming back to rule on earth:
a.
We may praise the Lord, but our praise needs to be perfected; through transformation we are perfected in praising the Lord.
b.
The perfected praise is the praise for the Lord’s incarnation, human living, death, resurrection, ascension, and kingdom.
c.
In order to praise the Lord, we need to see Jesus, turning our view from the messy earth to the bright heaven— Heb. 2:9; 12:1-2.
Heb 2:9
But we see Jesus, who was made a little inferior to the angels because of the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honor, so that by the grace of God He might taste death on behalf of everything.

Heb 12:1
Therefore let us also, having so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, put away every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us and run with endurance the race which is set before us,

Heb 12:2
Looking away unto Jesus, the Author and Perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down on the right hand of the throne of God.

d.
The perfected praise is the strength out of the mouths of babes and sucklings, the praise that defeats the adversaries, the enemy, and the avenger—2 Chron. 20:22; cf. vv. 12, 20-21.
2 Chron 20:22
And when they began to shout in song and to praise, Jehovah set ambushes for the children of Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir, who were coming out against Judah; and they were struck.

2 Chron 20:12
O our God, will You not judge them? For we have no strength before this great multitude that is coming against us, and we do not know what to do; but our eyes are upon You.

2 Chron 20:20
And they rose up early in the morning and went out to the wilderness of Tekoa. And as they went out, Jehoshaphat stood up and said, Hear me, O Judah and you inhabitants of Jerusalem. Believe in Jehovah your God, and you will be established; believe in His prophets, and you will succeed.

2 Chron 20:21
And when he had taken counsel with the people, he appointed them to sing to Jehovah and give thanks in holy array as they went out before the army and say, Give thanks to Jehovah, for His lovingkindness endures forever.

4.
“Through Him then let us offer up a sacrifice of praise continually to God, that is, the fruit of lips confessing His name”—Heb. 13:15.

X.
God has caused man (Christ) to rule over the works of God’s hands and has put all things under His feet: all sheep and oxen, the beasts of the field, the birds of heaven, the fish of the sea, and whatever passes through the paths of the seas—Psa. 8:6-8; Heb. 2:7b-8a:
Psa 8:6
For You have caused him to rule over the works of Your hands; / You have put all things under his feet:

Psa 8:7
All sheep and oxen, / As well as the beasts of the field, 

Psa 8:8
The birds of heaven and the fish of the sea, / Whatever passes through the paths of the seas.

Heb 2:7b
… You have crowned Him with glory and honor and have set Him over the works of Your hands;

Heb 2:8a
You have subjected all things under His feet.…
A.
This word was fulfilled in Adam (Gen. 1:26-28), but it was broken by man’s fall.
Gen 1:26
And God said, Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of heaven and over the cattle and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.

Gen 1:27
And God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.

Gen 1:28
And God blessed them; and God said to them, Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of heaven and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.

B.
In Christ’s ascension God subjected all things under Christ’s feet and gave Him to be Head over all things to the church, which is His Body—Eph. 1:22-23; Rom. 16:20:
Eph 1:22
And He subjected all things under His feet and gave Him to be Head over all things to the church,

Eph 1:23
Which is His Body, the fullness of the One who fills all in all.

Rom 16:20
Now the God of peace will crush Satan under your feet shortly. The grace of our Lord Jesus be with you.

1.
In the Body life we participate in the transmission of Christ’s subjecting power to put all things under the feet of His Body.
2.
The God of peace crushes Satan under the feet of those who live the church life as the practical expression of the Body—v. 20.
Rom 16:20
Now the God of peace will crush Satan under your feet shortly. The grace of our Lord Jesus be with you.

C.
This word will be fulfilled in full in the millennium, the age of restoration—Rev. 20:4-6; Matt. 19:28; Isa. 11:6-9; 65:25.

Rev 20:4
And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given to them. And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of the testimony of Jesus and because of the word of God, and of those who had not worshipped the beast nor his image, and had not received the mark on their forehead and on their hand; and they lived and reigned with Christ for a thousand years.

Rev 20:5
The rest of the dead did not live again until the thousand years were completed. This is the first resurrection.

Rev 20:6
Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first resurrection; over these the second death has no authority, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand years.

Matt 19:28
And Jesus said to them, Truly I say to you that you who have followed Me, in the restoration, when the Son of Man sits on the throne of His glory, you also shall sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

Isa 11:6
And the wolf will dwell with the lamb; / And the leopard will lie down with the kid, / And the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; / And a young boy will lead them about.

Isa 11:7
The cow and the bear will graze; / Their young will lie down together; / And the lion will eat straw like the ox.

Isa 11:8
The nursing child will play by the cobra's hole, / And upon the viper's den / The weaned child will stretch his hand.

Isa 11:9
They will not harm nor destroy / In all My holy mountain, / For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of Jehovah, / As water covers the sea.

Isa 65:25
The wolf and the lamb will feed as one, / And the lion will eat straw like the ox, / And dust will be the serpent's food; / They will not harm nor destroy / In all My holy mountain, says Jehovah. 

XI.
O Jehovah our Lord, how excellent (majestic) is Your name in all the earth!—Psa. 8:9:
Psa 8:9
O Jehovah our Lord, / How excellent is Your name / In all the earth! 

A.
Verse 9 repeats the first part of verse 1 to strengthen the thought concerning the excellency of the Lord’s name in all the earth.
Psa 8:9
O Jehovah our Lord, / How excellent is Your name / In all the earth! 

Psa 8:1
O Jehovah our Lord, / How excellent is Your name / In all the earth, / You who have set Your glory over the heavens!

B.
This makes the earth as excellent as the heavens, as indicated in the first part of the Lord’s prayer: “Our Father who is in the heavens, Your name be sanctified; Your kingdom come; Your will be done, as in heaven, so also on earth”—Matt. 6:9-10.
Matt 6:9
You then pray in this way: Our Father who is in the heavens, Your name be sanctified;

Matt 6:10
Your kingdom come; Your will be done, as in heaven, so also on earth.

CRYSTALLIZATION-STUDY OUTLINES

THE PSALMS (1)

Message Four
The God-man Who Satisfies God’s Desire 
and Fulfills His Good Pleasure
Scripture Reading: Psa. 15:1; 16:1-11
Psa 15:1
O Jehovah, who may sojourn in Your tent? / Who may dwell on Your holy mountain?

Psa 16 Title
A Michtam of David

Psa 16:1
Preserve me, O God, for I take refuge in You.

Psa 16:2
I say to Jehovah, You are my Lord; / No good have I beyond You;

Psa 16:3
As for the saints who are on the earth, they are the excellent; / All my delight is in them.

Psa 16:4
The sorrows of them who bartered for some other god will be multiplied; / Their drink offerings of blood I will not offer, / Nor will I take up their names upon my lips.

Psa 16:5
Jehovah is the portion of my inheritance and of my cup; / You maintain my lot.

Psa 16:6
The measuring lines have fallen on pleasant places for me; / Indeed the inheritance is beautiful to me.

Psa 16:7
I will bless Jehovah, who counsels me; / Indeed in the nights my inward parts instruct me.

Psa 16:8
I have set Jehovah before me continually; / Because He is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken.

Psa 16:9
Therefore my heart rejoices and my glory exults; / Even my flesh dwells securely.

Psa 16:10
For You will not abandon my soul to Sheol, / Nor let Your Holy One see the pit.

Psa 16:11
You will make known to me the path of life; / In Your presence is fullness of joy; / At Your right hand there are pleasures forever. 

I.
Psalm 16 is “A Michtam of David” (title); the meaning of the Hebrew word michtam is uncertain, but some understand it to mean “a golden jewel (of a poem).”
II.
Psalm 16 reveals that only Christ, the God-man, can satisfy God’s desire and fulfill His good pleasure—Matt. 3:17; 17:5; cf. Psa. 15:
Matt 3:17
And behold, a voice out of the heavens, saying, This is My Son, the Beloved, in whom I have found My delight.

Matt 17:5
While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and behold, a voice out of the cloud, saying, This is My Son, the Beloved, in whom I have found My delight. Hear Him!

Psa 15 Title
A Psalm of David

Psa 15:1
O Jehovah, who may sojourn in Your tent? / Who may dwell on Your holy mountain?

Psa 15:2
He who walks in integrity / And does righteousness / And speaks truth from his heart.

Psa 15:3
He does not slander with his tongue; / He does not do evil to his friend, / Nor does he take up a reproach against his neighbor.

Psa 15:4
In his eyes a reprobate is despised, / But he honors those who fear Jehovah. / Should he swear to his harm, / He does not change.

Psa 15:5
He does not lend his money on interest, / Nor accept a bribe against the innocent. / He who does these things will not be shaken forever. 

A.
Only He—the very God who became a man, lived a human life full of the divine attributes expressed in human virtues, died, resurrected, and ascended to the right hand of God—is perfect according to the law and can sojourn in God’s tabernacle and dwell with God on His holy mountain—v. 1.
Psa 15:1
O Jehovah, who may sojourn in Your tent? / Who may dwell on Your holy mountain?

B.
In God’s economy only the God-man Christ as the firstborn Son of God with His many brothers as the many sons of God (Rom. 8:29) can satisfy God’s desire and fulfill His good pleasure.
Rom 8:29
Because those whom He foreknew, He also predestinated to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the Firstborn among many brothers;

III.
“Preserve me, O God, for I take refuge in You”—Psa. 16:1:
A.
Christ took refuge in God and trusted in God’s preservation.
B.
The life that the Lord Jesus lived on earth was a life of continually trusting in God; His life was a trusting life —1 Pet. 2:23; Luke 23:46.

1 Pet 2:23
Who being reviled did not revile in return; suffering, He did not threaten but kept committing all to Him who judges righteously;

Luke 23:46
And crying with a loud voice, Jesus said, Father, into Your hands I commit My spirit. And saying this, He expired.

IV.
“I say to Jehovah, You are my Lord; / No good have I beyond You”—Psa. 16:2:
A.
When the Lord Jesus was a man on earth, He always held the attitude of recognizing God the Father as His Lord—Matt. 4:7, 10.
Matt 4:7
Jesus said to him, Again, it is written, "You shall not test the Lord your God."

Matt 4:10
Then Jesus said to him, Go away, Satan! For it is written, "You shall worship the Lord your God, and Him only shall you serve."

B.
The Lord Jesus had no good (no blessing, no pleasure, and no enjoyment) beyond God the Father as His portion— cf. Luke 18:19; Isa. 53:2a.
Luke 18:19
But Jesus said to him, Why do you call Me good? No one is good except One-God.

Isa 53:2a
For He grew up like a tender plant before Him, / And like a root out of dry ground. …
V.
“As for the saints who are on the earth, they are the excellent; / All my delight is in them”— Psa. 16:3:
A.
In His human living, the Lord Jesus loved God the Father (John 14:31), and He had His delight in the saints in God’s kingdom.
John 14:31
But this is so that the world may know that I love the Father, and as the Father commanded Me, so I do. Rise, let us go from here.

B.
The saints implies the church, the Body of Christ; Christ delights in the saints, the excellent people on the earth, because they are the members who constitute His Body.
VI.
“The sorrows of them who bartered for some other god will be multiplied; / Their drink offerings of blood I will not offer, / Nor will I take up their names upon my lips”— Psa. 16:4:
A.
Christ in His human living had nothing to do with other gods and their offerings, nor did He take up their names upon His lips.
B.
“Go away, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship the Lord your God, and Him only shall you serve’ ”—Matt. 4:10.
Matt 4:10
Then Jesus said to him, Go away, Satan! For it is written, "You shall worship the Lord your God, and Him only shall you serve."

VII.
“Jehovah is the portion of my inheritance and of my cup; / You maintain my lot”—Psa. 16:5:
A.
God is the portion of the inheritance and of the cup; inheritance refers to a possession, and cup refers to enjoyment.
B.
God the Father was the portion of the inheritance and of the cup to Christ as a man on earth; in Christ’s human living, God was His possession and enjoyment.
VIII.
“The measuring lines have fallen on pleasant places for me; / Indeed the inheritance is beautiful to me”—v. 6:
A.
Christ chose nothing for Himself; He left His destiny and all the choices to His Father—Matt. 11:25-30.
Matt 11:25
At that time Jesus answered and said, I extol You, Father, Lord of heaven and of earth, because You have hidden these things from the wise and intelligent and have revealed them to infants.

Matt 11:26
Yes, Father, for thus it has been well-pleasing in Your sight.

Matt 11:27
All things have been delivered to Me by My Father, and no one fully knows the Son except the Father; neither does anyone fully know the Father except the Son and him to whom the Son wills to reveal Him.

Matt 11:28
Come to Me all who toil and are burdened, and I will give you rest.

Matt 11:29
Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am meek and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.

Matt 11:30
For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.

B.
Christ appreciated the possession given by God to Him under the measuring lines on pleasant places and the beautiful inheritance given to Him by God—Psa. 2:8; Rev. 11:15; cf. 2 Cor. 10:7-18.
Psa 2:8
Ask of Me, / And I will give the nations as Your inheritance / And the limits of the earth as Your possession.

Rev 11:15
And the seventh angel trumpeted; and there were loud voices in heaven, saying, The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ, and He will reign forever and ever.

2 Cor 10:7
You look at things according to their appearance. If someone has confidence in himself to be of Christ, let him take account of this again concerning himself, that even as he is of Christ, so also are we.

2 Cor 10:8
For even if I should boast somewhat more abundantly concerning our authority, which the Lord has given for building you up and not for overthrowing you, I will not be put to shame.

2 Cor 10:9
I say this so as not to seem as if I am terrifying you through my letters,

2 Cor 10:10
Because while his letters, someone says, are weighty and strong, his bodily presence is weak and his speech contemptible.

2 Cor 10:11
Let such a one take account of this, that such as we are in word by letters when absent, such also we are in deed when present.

2 Cor 10:12
For we do not dare to class or compare ourselves with any of those who commend themselves; but they, measuring themselves by themselves and comparing themselves with themselves, are without understanding.

2 Cor 10:13
But we will not boast beyond our measure but according to the measure of the rule which the God of measure has apportioned to us, to reach even as far as you.

2 Cor 10:14
For we are not extending ourselves beyond our bounds, as if we did not reach you, for we were the first to come even as far as unto you in the gospel of Christ.

2 Cor 10:15
We are not boasting beyond our measure in others' labors, but have the hope, as your faith is increasing, to be magnified in you according to our rule unto abundance,

2 Cor 10:16
So that we may announce the gospel unto those parts beyond you, not so that we may boast in another man's rule in things already prepared.

2 Cor 10:17
But he who boasts, let him boast in the Lord;

2 Cor 10:18
For it is not the one who commends himself who is approved, but the one whom the Lord commends.

IX.
“I will bless Jehovah, who counsels me; / Indeed in the nights my inward parts instruct me”—Psa. 16:7:
A.
The Lord Jesus denied Himself and received the Father’s counsel, taking God the Father as His Counselor—Isa. 50:4.
Isa 50:4
The Lord Jehovah has given me / The tongue of the instructed, / That I should know how to sustain the weary with a word. / He awakens me morning by morning; / He awakens my ear / To hear as an instructed one.

B.
The inward parts of Christ were one with God; when God counseled Him as a man, His inward parts instructed Him through His contact with God; this is the proper experience of a God-man— cf. Phil. 1:8.
Phil 1:8
For God is my witness how I long after you all in the inward parts of Christ Jesus.

X.
“I have set Jehovah before me continually; / Because He is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken”—Psa. 16:8:
A.
Christ set God before Him continually to be His security, and He was not shaken, because God was at His right hand.

B.
While the Lord Jesus was on earth, He was never alone, because the Father was always with Him— John 8:29.
John 8:29
And He who sent Me is with Me; He has not left Me alone, for I always do the things that are pleasing to Him.

XI.
“Therefore my heart rejoices and my glory exults; / Even my flesh dwells securely”—Psa. 16:9:

A.
In His death Christ’s heart was rejoicing, and His glory, His spirit with His tongue, was exulting.
B.
Christ was willing and happy to die for the accomplishment of God’s economy.
C.
The Lord Jesus rested physically in His burial, waiting to be resurrected.
XII.
“For You will not abandon my soul to Sheol, / Nor let Your Holy One see the pit”—v. 10:
A.
God would not abandon Christ’s soul to Sheol (Hades), nor let His body see corruption, decay.
B.
Christ’s soul would be raised up from Hades, and His physical body would be resurrected from the tomb—Acts 2:31; Matt. 28:6; John 20:5-9.
Acts 2:31
He, seeing this beforehand, spoke concerning the resurrection of the Christ, that neither was He abandoned to Hades, nor did His flesh see corruption.

Matt 28:6
He is not here, for He has been raised, even as He said. Come, see the place where He was lying.

John 20:5
And stooping to look in, he saw the linen cloths lying there; however, he did not enter.

John 20:6
Then Simon Peter also came, following him, and entered into the tomb; and he beheld the linen cloths lying there

John 20:7
And the handkerchief which had been over His head, not lying with the linen cloths, but folded up in one place apart.

John 20:8
At that time therefore the other disciple also, who came first to the tomb, entered, and he saw and believed;

John 20:9
For as yet they did not understand the Scripture, that He had to rise from among the dead.

XIII.
“You will make known to me the path of life”—Psa. 16:11a:
A.
God would make known to Christ the path of life —resurrection.
B.
In His incarnation Christ brought divinity into humanity; in His resurrection He brought humanity into divinity— John 1:14; Rom. 8:3; 1:2-4; Acts 13:33.
John 1:14
And the Word became flesh and tabernacled among us (and we beheld His glory, glory as of the only Begotten from the Father), full of grace and reality.

Rom 8:3
For that which the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, sending His own Son in the likeness of the flesh of sin and concerning sin, condemned sin in the flesh,

Rom 1:2
Which He promised beforehand through His prophets in the holy Scriptures,

Rom 1:3
Concerning His Son, who came out of the seed of David according to the flesh,

Rom 1:4
Who was designated the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness out of the resurrection of the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord;

Acts 13:33
That God has fully fulfilled this promise to us their children in raising up Jesus, as it is also written in the second Psalm, "You are My Son; today I have begotten You."

XIV.
“In Your presence is fullness of joy; / At Your right hand there are pleasures forever”—Psa. 16:11b:
A.
Christ is in God’s presence participating in fullness of joy; this indicates that Christ has ascended to the heavens to God’s presence in order to enjoy His attainments and His obtainments—Acts 1:9-11; 2:36; 5:31; Phil. 2:9-11.
Acts 1:9
And when He had said these things, while they were looking on, He was lifted up, and a cloud took Him away from their sight.

Acts 1:10
And while they were looking intently into heaven as He went, behold, two men in white clothing stood beside them,

Acts 1:11
Who also said, Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you beheld Him going into heaven.

Acts 2:36
Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made Him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you have crucified.

Acts 5:31
This One God has exalted to His right hand as Leader and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins.

Phil 2:9
Therefore also God highly exalted Him and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name,

Phil 2:10
That in the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth,

Phil 2:11
And every tongue should openly confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father.

B.
In His ascension Christ is enjoying pleasures forever at God’s right hand.
C.
Christ is at the right hand of God in His ascension for the accomplishment of God’s eternal economy concerning the church, the Body of Christ—Eph. 1:20b-23.
Eph 1:20b
… and seating Him at His right hand in the heavenlies,

Eph 1:21
Far above all rule and authority and power and lordship and every name that is named not only in this age but also in that which is to come;

Eph 1:22
And He subjected all things under His feet and gave Him to be Head over all things to the church,

Eph 1:23
Which is His Body, the fullness of the One who fills all in all.

CRYSTALLIZATION-STUDY OUTLINES

THE PSALMS (1)

Message Five

Christ in His Redeeming Death

and Church-producing Resurrection

Scripture Reading: Psa. 22; Matt. 27:45-46; Heb. 2:10-12

Psa 22:1
My God, my God, why have You forsaken me? / Why are You so far from saving me, / From the words of my groaning?

Psa 22:2
O my God, I call out in the day, but You do not answer; / And in the night, but there is no rest for me.

Psa 22:3
But You are holy, You who sit enthroned / Upon the praises of Israel.

Psa 22:4
In You our fathers trusted; / They trusted and You rescued them.

Psa 22:5
To You they cried out and were delivered; / In You they trusted and were not put to shame.

Psa 22:6
But I am a worm and not a man, / A reproach of men and one despised by the people.

Psa 22:7
All who see me deride me; / They sneer at me; they shake their heads, saying, 

Psa 22:8
He committed himself to Jehovah; let Him rescue him; / Let Him deliver him since He takes pleasure in him.

Psa 22:9
But You are the One who drew me forth from the womb, / Who made me trust while at my mother's breasts.

Psa 22:10
I was cast upon You from birth; / From my mother's womb You have been my God.

Psa 22:11
Do not be far from me, / For trouble is near, / For there is none to help me.

Psa 22:12
Many bulls surround me; / The mighty bulls of Bashan encompass me.

Psa 22:13
They open their mouth at me, / Like a ravening and roaring lion.

Psa 22:14
I am poured out like water, / And all my bones are out of joint. / My heart is like wax; / It is melted within me.

Psa 22:15
My strength is dried up like a shard, / And my tongue is stuck to my jaws; / You have put me in the dust of death.

Psa 22:16
For dogs surround me; / A company of evildoers encloses me; / They pierce my hands and feet.

Psa 22:17
I count all my bones; / They look, they stare at me.

Psa 22:18
They divide my garments to themselves, / And for my clothing they cast lots.

Psa 22:19
But You, O Jehovah, be not far off; / O my help, hasten to aid me.

Psa 22:20
Deliver my soul from the sword, / My precious life from the power of the dog;

Psa 22:21
Save me from the mouth of the lion; / Indeed while I am in the horns of wild oxen, answer me.

Psa 22:22
I will declare Your name to my brothers; / In the midst of the assembly I will praise You.

Psa 22:23
You who fear Jehovah, praise Him! / All you seed of Jacob, glorify Him! / And stand in awe of Him, all you seed of Israel!

Psa 22:24
For He has not despised nor detested / The affliction of him who is afflicted; / And He has not hidden His face from him; / But when he cried out to Him, He heard.

Psa 22:25
From You comes my praise in the great assembly; / My vows will I pay before those who fear Him.

Psa 22:26
The lowly will eat and be satisfied; / Those who seek after Jehovah will praise Him - / May your hearts live forever!

Psa 22:27
All the ends of the earth / Will remember and return to Jehovah, / And all families of the nations / Will worship before You;

Psa 22:28
For the kingdom is Jehovah's, / And He rules among the nations.

Psa 22:29
All the flourishing of the earth / Will eat and worship. / All who go down into the dust will bow down before Him, / Even he who does not keep his soul alive.

Psa 22:30
A seed will serve Him; / That which concerns the Lord will be told to a coming generation.

Psa 22:31
They will come and declare His righteousness / To a people yet to be born, that He has done this. 

Matt 27:45
Now from the sixth hour darkness fell over all the land until the ninth hour.

Matt 27:46
And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is, My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?

Heb 2:10
For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things and through whom are all things, in leading many sons into glory, to make the Author of their salvation perfect through sufferings.

Heb 2:11
For both He who sanctifies and those who are being sanctified are all of One, for which cause He is not ashamed to call them brothers,

Heb 2:12
Saying, "I will declare Your name to My brothers; in the midst of the church I will sing hymns of praise to You."

I.
The subject of Psalm 22 is the Christ who has passed through His redeeming death and entered into His church-producing resurrection. 

II.
Psalm 22:1-21 gives a detailed picture of Christ in His suffering of death (cf. Isa. 53), as typified by David in his suffering: 

Isa 53:1
Who has believed our report? / And to whom has the arm of Jehovah been revealed?

Isa 53:2
For He grew up like a tender plant before Him, / And like a root out of dry ground. / He has no attracting form nor majesty that we should look upon Him, / Nor beautiful appearance that we should desire Him.

Isa 53:3
He was despised and forsaken of men, / A man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; / And like one from whom men hide their faces, / He was despised; and we did not esteem Him.

Isa 53:4
Surely He has borne our sicknesses, / And carried our sorrows; / Yet we ourselves esteemed Him stricken, / Smitten of God and afflicted.

Isa 53:5
But He was wounded because of our transgressions; / He was crushed because of our iniquities; / The chastening for our peace was upon Him, / And by His stripes we have been healed.

Isa 53:6
We all like sheep have gone astray; / Each of us has turned to his own way, / And Jehovah has caused the iniquity of us all / To fall on Him.

Isa 53:7
He was oppressed, and it was He who was afflicted, / Yet He did not open His mouth; / Like a lamb that is led to the slaughter / And like a sheep that is dumb before its shearers, / So He did not open His mouth.

Isa 53:8
By oppression and by judgment He was taken away; / And as for His generation, who among them had the thought / That He was cut off out of the land of the living / For the transgression of my peopleto whom the stroke was due?

Isa 53:9
And they assigned His grave with the wicked, / But with a rich man in His death, / Although He had done no violence, / Nor was there any deceit in His mouth.

Isa 53:10
But Jehovah was pleased to crush Him, to afflict Him with grief. / When He makes Himself an offering for sin, / He will see a seed, He will extend His days, / And the pleasure of Jehovah will prosper in His hand.

Isa 53:11
He will see the fruit of the travail of His soul, / And He will be satisfied; / By the knowledge of Him, the righteous One, My Servant, will make the / many righteous, / And He will bear their iniquities.

Isa 53:12
Therefore I will divide to Him a portion with the Great, / And He will divide the spoil with the Strong; / Because He poured out His life unto death / And was numbered with the transgressors, / Yet He alone bore the sin of many / And interceded for the transgressors. 

A.
The question in Psalm 22:1 was spoken by David in his suffering, but it became a prophecy concerning Christ in His suffering of His redeeming death. 

Psa 22:1
My God, my God, why have You forsaken me? / Why are You so far from saving me, / From the words of my groaning?

B.
Verses 6 through 8 display Christ’s suffering unto death through men’s reproach, despising, deriding, sneering, headshaking, and mocking. 

Psa 22:6
But I am a worm and not a man, / A reproach of men and one despised by the people.

Psa 22:7
All who see me deride me; / They sneer at me; they shake their heads, saying, 

Psa 22:8
He committed himself to Jehovah; let Him rescue him; / Let Him deliver him since He takes pleasure in him.

C.
Verses 9 through 11 show that while people were mocking Him and deriding Him, Christ trusted in God for deliverance, that is, for resurrection; He intended definitely to die and expected to be delivered from death, that is, to be resurrected from the dead—Luke 18:31-33; Heb. 5:7. 

Psa 22:9
But You are the One who drew me forth from the womb, / Who made me trust while at my mother's breasts.

Psa 22:10
I was cast upon You from birth; / From my mother's womb You have been my God.

Psa 22:11
Do not be far from me, / For trouble is near, / For there is none to help me.

Luke 18:31
And taking the twelve aside, He said to them, Behold we are going up to Jerusalem, and all things which have been written through the prophets regarding the Son of Man will be accomplished,

Luke 18:32
For He will be delivered up to the Gentiles and will be mocked and outrageously treated and spit upon;
Luke 18:33
And when they have scourged Him, they will kill Him; and on the third day He will rise.

Heb 5:7
This One, in the days of His flesh, having offered up both petitions and supplications with strong crying and tears to Him who was able to save Him out of death and having been heard because of His piety,

D.
Psalm 22:12-18 depicts in vivid detail how Christ passed through His suffering of crucifixion—Mark 15:16-37. 

Psa 22:12
Many bulls surround me; / The mighty bulls of Bashan encompass me.

Psa 22:13
They open their mouth at me, / Like a ravening and roaring lion.

Psa 22:14
I am poured out like water, / And all my bones are out of joint. / My heart is like wax; / It is melted within me.

Psa 22:15
My strength is dried up like a shard, / And my tongue is stuck to my jaws; / You have put me in the dust of death.

Psa 22:16
For dogs surround me; / A company of evildoers encloses me; / They pierce my hands and feet.

Psa 22:17
I count all my bones; / They look, they stare at me.

Psa 22:18
They divide my garments to themselves, / And for my clothing they cast lots.

Mark 15:16
And the soldiers led Him away within the courtyard, that is, the praetorium, and called together the whole cohort.

Mark 15:17
And they clothed Him in purple and wove a thorny crown and put it around His head.

Mark 15:18
And they began to salute Him: Rejoice, King of the Jews!

Mark 15:19
And they beat His head with a reed and spat at Him. And kneeling down, they bowed before Him.
Mark 15:20
And when they had mocked Him, they stripped Him of the purple and put His garments on Him. And they led Him out to crucify Him.

Mark 15:21
And they compelled a certain passerby coming from the country, Simon a Cyrenian, the father of Alexander and Rufus, to take up His cross.

Mark 15:22
And they brought Him to the place Golgotha, which is interpreted, the Place of a Skull.

Mark 15:23
And they tried to give Him wine mixed with myrrh, but He did not take it.

Mark 15:24
And they crucified Him and divided His garments, casting lots for them to see what each should take.
Mark 15:25
Now it was the third hour and they crucified Him.

Mark 15:26
And there was an inscription of the charge against Him inscribed: THE KING OF THE JEWS.

Mark 15:27
And with Him they crucified two robbers, one on His right and one on His left.

Mark 15:28
And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, "And He was counted with the lawless."

Mark 15:29
And those who were passing by blasphemed Him, wagging their heads and saying, Aha! You who destroy the temple and build it in three days,

Mark 15:30
Save Yourself and come down from the cross!

Mark 15:31
Likewise also the chief priests with the scribes mocked Him with one another and said, He saved others; Himself He cannot save.

Mark 15:32
Let the Christ, the King of Israel, come down now from the cross that we may see and believe. Those who were crucified with Him also reproached Him.

Mark 15:33
And when the sixth hour came, darkness fell over the whole land until the ninth hour.

Mark 15:34
And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani? which is interpreted, My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?

Mark 15:35
And some of those standing by heard this and said, Behold, He is calling for Elijah.

Mark 15:36
And someone ran and filled a sponge with vinegar, and putting it on a reed, gave it to Him to drink, saying, Let Him be. Let us see if Elijah is coming to take Him down.

Mark 15:37
And Jesus let out a loud cry and expired.

E.
God judged Christ and put Him into death for our redemption—Psa. 22:15: 

Psa 22:15
My strength is dried up like a shard, / And my tongue is stuck to my jaws; / You have put me in the dust of death.

1.
On the one hand, man crucified the Lord Jesus; on the other hand, God killed Him: 

a.
In the first three hours that Christ was on the cross, He was persecuted by men for doing God’s will. 

b.
In the last three hours, Christ was our Substitute, He became sin on our behalf, and He died a vicarious death to redeem us from our sins and from God’s judgment—2 Cor. 5:21; 1 Pet. 3:18; 1 Cor. 15:3. 

2 Cor 5:21
Him who did not know sin He made sin on our behalf that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.

1 Pet 3:18
For Christ also has suffered once for sins, the Righteous on behalf of the unrighteous, that He might bring you to God, on the one hand being put to death in the flesh, but on the other, made alive in the spirit;

1 Cor 15:3
For I delivered to you, first of all, that which also I received, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures;

2.
All the sin of the world was laid on Christ as the Lamb of God; God judged Him and put Him into death for our redemption—Isa. 53:6b, 10a; 1 Pet. 2:24a; John 1:29. 

Isa 53:6b
… And Jehovah has caused the iniquity of us all / To fall on Him.

Isa 53:10a
But Jehovah was pleased to crush Him, to afflict Him with grief. / When He makes Himself an offering for sin, …

1 Pet 2:24a
Who Himself bore up our sins in His body on the tree, …

John 1:29
The next day he saw Jesus coming to him and said, Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!

F.
On the cross Christ was forsaken by God—Psa. 22:1; Matt. 27:45-46: 

Psa 22:1
My God, my God, why have You forsaken me? / Why are You so far from saving me, / From the words of my groaning?

Matt 27:45
Now from the sixth hour darkness fell over all the land until the ninth hour.

Matt 27:46
And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is, My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?

1.
While Christ was on the earth, God the Father was with Him all the time, but at a certain point in His crucifixion, God forsook Him—John 8:29; Matt. 27:45-46. 

John 8:29
And He who sent Me is with Me; He has not left Me alone, for I always do the things that are pleasing to Him.

Matt 27:45
Now from the sixth hour darkness fell over all the land until the ninth hour.

Matt 27:46
And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is, My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?

2.
When the Lord Jesus died on the cross under God’s judgment, He had God within Him essentially as His divine being; nevertheless, He was forsaken by the righteous and judging God economically—1:20; 3:16-17: 

Matt 1:20
But while he pondered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary your wife, for that which has been begotten in her is of the Holy Spirit.

Matt 3:16
And having been baptized, Jesus went up immediately from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming upon Him.

Matt 3:17
And behold, a voice out of the heavens, saying, This is My Son, the Beloved, in whom I have found My delight.

a.
The Lord Jesus had been born of the Spirit; thus, the Spirit was one of the two essences of His being—1:20; Luke 1:35. 

Matt 1:20
But while he pondered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary your wife, for that which has been begotten in her is of the Holy Spirit.

Luke 1:35
And the angel answered and said to her, The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore also the holy thing which is born will be called the Son of God.

b.
Before the Spirit of God descended and came upon the Lord Jesus, He already had the Spirit of God within Him—Matt. 3:16. 

Matt 3:16
And having been baptized, Jesus went up immediately from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming upon Him.

c.
On the cross Christ, the God-man, presented Himself to God as the all-inclusive sacrifice through the eternal Spirit—Heb. 9:14. 

Heb 9:14
How much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve the living God?

d.
After God had counted Christ as a sinner to be our Substitute and had accepted His offering, God, as the Holy Spirit who had come upon Him, forsook Him—Matt. 27:46. 

Matt 27:46
And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is, My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?

3.
Although God as the Spirit left the Lord Jesus economically, Christ nevertheless died as the Son of God, a God-man; hence, in His death there is a divine and eternal element—Acts 20:28; 1 John 1:7; Heb. 9:12. 

Acts 20:28
Take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among whom the Holy Spirit has placed you as overseers to shepherd the church of God, which He obtained through His own blood.

1 John 1:7
But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from every sin.

Heb 9:12
And not through the blood of goats and calves but through His own blood, entered once for all into the Holy of Holies, obtaining an eternal redemption.

III. After passing through His redeeming death, Christ entered into His church-producing resurrection—Psa. 22:22-31: 

Psa 22:22
I will declare Your name to my brothers; / In the midst of the assembly I will praise You.

Psa 22:23
You who fear Jehovah, praise Him! / All you seed of Jacob, glorify Him! / And stand in awe of Him, all you seed of Israel!

Psa 22:24
For He has not despised nor detested / The affliction of him who is afflicted; / And He has not hidden His face from him; / But when he cried out to Him, He heard.

Psa 22:25
From You comes my praise in the great assembly; / My vows will I pay before those who fear Him.

Psa 22:26
The lowly will eat and be satisfied; / Those who seek after Jehovah will praise Him - / May your hearts live forever!

Psa 22:27
All the ends of the earth / Will remember and return to Jehovah, / And all families of the nations / Will worship before You;

Psa 22:28
For the kingdom is Jehovah's, / And He rules among the nations.

Psa 22:29
All the flourishing of the earth / Will eat and worship. / All who go down into the dust will bow down before Him, / Even he who does not keep his soul alive.

Psa 22:30
A seed will serve Him; / That which concerns the Lord will be told to a coming generation.

Psa 22:31
They will come and declare His righteousness / To a people yet to be born, that He has done this. 

A.
Verses 22 through 31 refer to Christ in His resurrection, as typified by Solomon in his kingly reign. 

B.
I in verse 22a is the resurrected Christ who declares the Father’s name to His brothers—Heb. 2:12: 

Psa 22:22a
I will declare Your name to my brothers; …

Heb 2:12
Saying, "I will declare Your name to My brothers; in the midst of the church I will sing hymns of praise to You."

1.
It was in His resurrection that Christ called His disciples His brothers, for in God’s eternal view His disciples were regenerated and became God’s sons in Christ’s resurrection—John 20:17; Matt. 28:10; 1 Pet. 1:3. 

John 20:17
Jesus said to her, Do not touch Me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father; but go to My brothers and say to them, I ascend to My Father and your Father, and My God and your God.

Matt 28:10
Then Jesus said to them, Do not be afraid. Go and report to My brothers that they should go into Galilee, and there they will see Me.

1 Pet 1:3
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has regenerated us unto a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,
2.
In His resurrection Christ Himself was begotten to be God’s firstborn Son (Psa. 2:7; Acts 13:33) and became the life-giving Spirit (1 Cor. 15:45b), and all God’s chosen and redeemed people were regenerated to be the many sons of God, the many brothers of Christ (Heb. 2:10-12; Rom. 8:29). 

Psa 2:7
I will recount the decree of Jehovah; / He said to Me: You are My Son; / Today I have begotten You.

Acts 13:33
That God has fully fulfilled this promise to us their children in raising up Jesus, as it is also written in the second Psalm, "You are My Son; today I have begotten You."

1 Cor 15:45b
… the last Adam became a life-giving Spirit.

Heb 2:10
For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things and through whom are all things, in leading many sons into glory, to make the Author of their salvation perfect through sufferings.

Heb 2:11
For both He who sanctifies and those who are being sanctified are all of One, for which cause He is not ashamed to call them brothers,

Heb 2:12
Saying, "I will declare Your name to My brothers; in the midst of the church I will sing hymns of praise to You."

Rom 8:29
Because those whom He foreknew, He also predestinated to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the Firstborn among many brothers;

C.
In Psalm 22:22b the assembly signifies the church, indicating that the Lord’s brothers constitute the church; thus, His resurrection is the church-producing resurrection—Heb. 2:10-12: 

Psa 22:22b
… In the midst of the assembly I will praise You.

Heb 2:10
For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things and through whom are all things, in leading many sons into glory, to make the Author of their salvation perfect through sufferings.

Heb 2:11
For both He who sanctifies and those who are being sanctified are all of One, for which cause He is not ashamed to call them brothers,

Heb 2:12
Saying, "I will declare Your name to My brothers; in the midst of the church I will sing hymns of praise to You."

1.
The church is a living composition of the many sons of God, who are the many brothers of Christ, brought forth in His resurrection—vv. 10-12. 

Heb 2:10
For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things and through whom are all things, in leading many sons into glory, to make the Author of their salvation perfect through sufferings.

Heb 2:11
For both He who sanctifies and those who are being sanctified are all of One, for which cause He is not ashamed to call them brothers,

Heb 2:12
Saying, "I will declare Your name to My brothers; in the midst of the church I will sing hymns of praise to You."

2.
As the many brothers of Christ, we are the same as the firstborn Son; He is divine and human, and we are human and divine, and thus the church is both human and divine—an organism with two lives and two natures combined and mingled together—v. 11;1:6;Rom.8:29; cf.Lev.2. 

Heb 2:11
For both He who sanctifies and those who are being sanctified are all of One, for which cause He is not ashamed to call them brothers,

Heb 1:6
And when He brings again the Firstborn into the inhabited earth, He says, "And let all the angels of God worship Him."

Rom 8:29
Because those whom He foreknew, He also predestinated to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the Firstborn among many brothers;

Lev 2:1
And when anyone presents an offering of a meal offering to Jehovah, his offering shall be of fine flour; and he shall pour oil on it and put frankincense on it.

Lev 2:2
Then he shall bring it to Aaron's sons the priests, and he shall take from it his handful of its fine flour and of its oil with all its frankincense. And the priest shall burn it as its memorial portion on the altar, an offering by fire, a satisfying fragrance to Jehovah.

Lev 2:3
And what is left of the meal offering shall be Aaron's and his sons'; it is a thing most holy of Jehovah's offerings by fire.

Lev 2:4
And when you present an offering of a meal offering baked in the oven, it shall be of fine flour, unleavened cakes mingled with oil or unleavened wafers anointed with oil.

Lev 2:5
And if your offering is a meal offering baked on a flat plate, it shall be of fine flour mingled with oil, unleavened.

Lev 2:6
You shall break it in pieces and pour oil on it; it is a meal offering.

Lev 2:7
And if your offering is a meal offering made in a pot, it shall be made of fine flour with oil.

Lev 2:8
And you shall bring to Jehovah the meal offering that is made of these things and present it to the priest, and he shall bring it to the altar.

Lev 2:9
And the priest shall take up from the meal offering its memorial portion and shall burn it on the altar, an offering by fire, a satisfying fragrance to Jehovah.

Lev 2:10
And that which is left of the meal offering shall be Aaron's and his sons'; it is a thing most holy of Jehovah's offerings by fire.

Lev 2:11
No meal offering that you present to Jehovah shall be made with leaven, for you shall not burn any leaven or any honey as an offering by fire to Jehovah.

Lev 2:12
You may present them to Jehovah, as an offering of firstfruits, but they shall not be offered up for a satisfying fragrance on the altar.

Lev 2:13
And every offering of your meal offering you shall season with salt, and you shall not omit the salt of the covenant of your God from your meal offering; with all your offerings you shall present salt. 

Lev 2:14
And if you present a meal offering of firstfruits to Jehovah, you shall present for the meal offering of your firstfruits new grain roasted with fire, crushed grain of the fresh ear.

Lev 2:15
And you shall put oil on it and place frankincense on it; it is a meal offering.

Lev 2:16
And the priest shall burn as its memorial portion, some of its crushed grain and some of its oil, with all its frankincense, as an offering by fire to Jehovah. 

D.
In Psalm 22:22 You and Your refer to the Father: 

Psa 22:22
I will declare Your name to my brothers; / In the midst of the assembly I will praise You.

1.
In resurrection Christ declared the Father’s name to His brothers and praised the Father in the church—Heb. 2:12. 

Heb 2:12
Saying, "I will declare Your name to My brothers; in the midst of the church I will sing hymns of praise to You."

2.
The praise in Psalm 22:22 is the firstborn Son’s praising of the Father within the Father’s many sons in the church meetings—Heb. 2:10, 12: 

Psa 22:22
I will declare Your name to my brothers; / In the midst of the assembly I will praise You.

Heb 2:10
For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things and through whom are all things, in leading many sons into glory, to make the Author of their salvation perfect through sufferings.

Heb 2:12
Saying, "I will declare Your name to My brothers; in the midst of the church I will sing hymns of praise to You."

a.
It is not that the Son praises the Father apart from us and alone; rather, He praises within us and with us through our praising. 

b.
When we, the many sons of God, meet as the church and praise the Father, the firstborn Son praises the Father in our praising—v. 12b; cf. Matt. 26:30. 

Heb 2:12b
… in the midst of the church I will sing hymns of praise to You."

Matt 26:30
And after singing a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.

E.
The church ushers in Christ’s kingdom for Christ to rule over the nations; the church, produced by Christ’s resurrection, is the reality of the kingdom and a precursor to the manifestation of the kingdom in the millennium—Psa. 22:27-28; Matt. 16:18-19; Rom. 14:17. 

Psa 22:27
All the ends of the earth / Will remember and return to Jehovah, / And all families of the nations / Will worship before You;

Psa 22:28
For the kingdom is Jehovah's, / And He rules among the nations.

Matt 16:18
And I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.

Matt 16:19
I will give to you the keys of the kingdom of the heavens, and whatever you bind on the earth shall have been bound in the heavens, and whatever you loose on the earth shall have been loosed in the heavens.

Rom 14:17
For the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.

F.
Jehovah as Christ will rule over the nations in the millennial kingdom—Psa. 22:28; 2:8-9; Rev. 19:15; 20:4, 6. 

Psa 22:28
For the kingdom is Jehovah's, / And He rules among the nations.

Psa 2:8
Ask of Me, / And I will give the nations as Your inheritance / And the limits of the earth as Your possession.

Psa 2:9
You will break them with an iron rod; / You will shatter them like a potter's vessel.

Rev 19:15
And out of His mouth proceeds a sharp sword, that with it He might smite the nations; and He will shepherd them with an iron rod; and He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty.

Rev 20:4
And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given to them. And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of the testimony of Jesus and because of the word of God, and of those who had not worshipped the beast nor his image, and had not received the mark on their forehead and on their hand; and they lived and reigned with Christ for a thousand years.

Rev 20:6
Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first resurrection; over these the second death has no authority, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand years.

G.
The believers are the seed of Christ, and their declaring the Lord’s righteousness (justification, salvation) to a coming generation refers to the preaching of the gospel—Psa. 22:30-31. 
Psa 22:30
A seed will serve Him; / That which concerns the Lord will be told to a coming generation.

Psa 22:31
They will come and declare His righteousness / To a people yet to be born, that He has done this.

CRYSTALLIZATION-STUDY OUTLINES

THE PSALMS (1)

Message Six
The Organic Shepherding of the Pneumatic Christ
Scripture Reading: Psa. 23; John 21:15-17; Heb. 13:20-21; 1 Pet. 2:25; 5:1-4
Psa 23 Title
A Psalm of David

Psa 23:1
Jehovah is my Shepherd; I will lack nothing.

Psa 23:2
He makes me lie down in green pastures; / He leads me beside waters of rest.

Psa 23:3
He restores my soul; He guides me on the paths of righteousness / For His name's sake.

Psa 23:4
Even though I walk / Through the valley of the shadow of death, / I do not fear evil, / For You are with me; / Your rod and Your staff, / They comfort me.

Psa 23:5
You spread a table before me / In the presence of my adversaries; / You anoint my head with oil; / My cup runs over.

Psa 23:6
Surely goodness and lovingkindness will follow me / All the days of my life, / And I will dwell in the house of Jehovah / For the length of my days. 

John 21:15
Then when they had eaten breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, Simon, son of John, do you love Me more than these? He said to Him, Yes, Lord, You know that I love You. He said to him, Feed My lambs.

John 21:16
He said to him again a second time, Simon, son of John, do you love Me? He said to Him, Yes, Lord, You know that I love You. He said to him, Shepherd My sheep.

John 21:17
He said to him the third time, Simon, son of John, do you love Me? Peter was grieved that He said to him the third time, Do you love Me? And he said to Him, Lord, You know all things; You know that I love You. Jesus said to him, Feed My sheep.

Heb 13:20
Now the God of peace, He who brought up from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great Shepherd of the sheep, in the blood of an eternal covenant,

Heb 13:21
Perfect you in every good work for the doing of His will, doing in us that which is well pleasing in His sight through Jesus Christ; to Him be the glory forever and ever. Amen.

1 Pet 2:25
For you were like sheep being led astray, but you have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.

1 Pet 5:1
Therefore the elders among you I exhort, who am a fellow elder and witness of the sufferings of Christ, who am also a partaker of the glory to be revealed:

1 Pet 5:2
Shepherd the flock of God among you, overseeing not under compulsion but willingly, according to God; not by seeking gain through base means but eagerly;

1 Pet 5:3
Nor as lording it over your allotments but by becoming patterns of the flock.

1 Pet 5:4
And when the Chief Shepherd is manifested, you will receive the unfading crown of glory.

I.
In Psalm 22 Christ was the Redeemer and the Regenerator, in Psalm 23 He is now the Shepherd, and in Psalm 24 He will be the King who will regain the entire earth through the church, His Body, the people whom He has redeemed and regenerated and is shepherding today:
Psa 22,23,24  (be omitted.)

A.
In His heavenly ministry Christ is shepherding people, and we need to cooperate with Him by shepherding people; this is the apostolic ministry in cooperation with Christ’s heavenly ministry— John 21:15-17; Heb. 13:20; 1 Pet. 5:1-4.
John 21:15
Then when they had eaten breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, Simon, son of John, do you love Me more than these? He said to Him, Yes, Lord, You know that I love You. He said to him, Feed My lambs.

John 21:16
He said to him again a second time, Simon, son of John, do you love Me? He said to Him, Yes, Lord, You know that I love You. He said to him, Shepherd My sheep.

John 21:17
He said to him the third time, Simon, son of John, do you love Me? Peter was grieved that He said to him the third time, Do you love Me? And he said to Him, Lord, You know all things; You know that I love You. Jesus said to him, Feed My sheep.

Heb 13:20
Now the God of peace, He who brought up from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great Shepherd of the sheep, in the blood of an eternal covenant,

1 Pet 5:1
Therefore the elders among you I exhort, who am a fellow elder and witness of the sufferings of Christ, who am also a partaker of the glory to be revealed:

1 Pet 5:2
Shepherd the flock of God among you, overseeing not under compulsion but willingly, according to God; not by seeking gain through base means but eagerly;

1 Pet 5:3
Nor as lording it over your allotments but by becoming patterns of the flock.

1 Pet 5:4
And when the Chief Shepherd is manifested, you will receive the unfading crown of glory.

B.
If all the churches receive the teaching to participate in Christ’s wonderful shepherding, there will be a big revival in the recovery; our cooperation with Him in His heavenly ministry of shepherding will build up His Body, prepare His bride, for His second coming to be the King in the next age.
C.
To shepherd people is to cherish and nourish them, as illustrated by the entire New Testament:
1.
Christ as the Son of Man came to redeem us from sin (1 Tim. 1:15)—cherishing.
1 Tim 1:15
Faithful is the word and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am foremost.

2.
Christ as the Son of God came to impart the divine life into us abundantly (John 10:10b)—nourishing.
John 10:10b
… I have come that they may have life and may have it abundantly.

II.
The all-inclusive Christ is our inward, pneumatic Shepherd, taking care of our inner being—v. 11; Heb. 13:20-21; 1 Pet. 5:1-4; 2:25.
John 10:11
I am the good Shepherd; the good Shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.

Heb 13:20
Now the God of peace, He who brought up from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great Shepherd of the sheep, in the blood of an eternal covenant,

Heb 13:21
Perfect you in every good work for the doing of His will, doing in us that which is well pleasing in His sight through Jesus Christ; to Him be the glory forever and ever. Amen.

1 Pet 5:1
Therefore the elders among you I exhort, who am a fellow elder and witness of the sufferings of Christ, who am also a partaker of the glory to be revealed:

1 Pet 5:2
Shepherd the flock of God among you, overseeing not under compulsion but willingly, according to God; not by seeking gain through base means but eagerly;

1 Pet 5:3
Nor as lording it over your allotments but by becoming patterns of the flock.

1 Pet 5:4
And when the Chief Shepherd is manifested, you will receive the unfading crown of glory.

1 Pet 2:25
For you were like sheep being led astray, but you have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.

III.
The indwelling, pneumatic Christ is “my Shepherd,” and under His all-inclusive, tender care “I will lack nothing”—2 Cor. 3:17a; 2 Tim. 4:22; 1 Cor. 6:17; Phil. 1:19; Psa. 23:1. 
2 Cor 3:17a
And the Lord is the Spirit; …
2 Tim 4:22
The Lord be with your spirit. Grace be with you.

1 Cor 6:17
But he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit.

Phil 1:19
For I know that for me this will turn out to salvation through your petition and the bountiful supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ,

Psa 23:1
Jehovah is my Shepherd; I will lack nothing.

IV.
According to Psalm 23, Christ shepherds us in five stages:
A.
The initial stage is the enjoyment of Christ as the green pastures and of the Spirit as the waters of rest—v. 2.
Psa 23:2
He makes me lie down in green pastures; / He leads me beside waters of rest.

B.
The second stage is the revival and transformation on the paths of righteousness—v. 3.
Psa 23:3
He restores my soul; He guides me on the paths of righteousness / For His name's sake.

C.
The third stage is the experience of the resurrected pneumatic Christ while walking through the valley of the shadow of death—v. 4.
Psa 23:4
Even though I walk / Through the valley of the shadow of death, / I do not fear evil, / For You are with me; / Your rod and Your staff, / They comfort me.

D.
The fourth stage is the deeper and higher enjoyment of the resurrected Christ in fighting against the adversaries—v. 5.
Psa 23:5
You spread a table before me / In the presence of my adversaries; / You anoint my head with oil; / My cup runs over.

E.
The fifth stage is the lifelong enjoyment of the divine goodness and lovingkindness in the house of Jehovah—v. 6.

Psa 23:6
Surely goodness and lovingkindness will follow me / All the days of my life, / And I will dwell in the house of Jehovah / For the length of my days. 

V.
In His organic shepherding, the pneumatic Christ “makes me lie down in green pastures”—v. 2a:
A.
Green signifies the riches of life; the green pastures are Christ Himself as our nourishment— John 10:9.
John 10:9
I am the door; if anyone enters through Me, he shall be saved and shall go in and go out and shall find pasture.

B.
Christ can be our green pasture, our feeding place, through His incarnation, death, and resurrection.
C.
The base of the Greek word for economy in 1 Timothy 1:4 is of the same origin as that for pasture in John 10:9, implying a distribution of pasture to the flock; this reveals that Psalm 23 is a psalm on God’s economy, His household administration, to dispense Himself as the green pastures into His people and build them up to be the house of Jehovah, the divine-human incorporation of the processed and consummated Triune God with His redeemed, regenerated, transformed, and glorified tripartite people —v. 6.

1 Tim 1:4
Nor to give heed to myths and unending genealogies, which produce questionings rather than God's economy, which is in faith.

John 10:9
I am the door; if anyone enters through Me, he shall be saved and shall go in and go out and shall find pasture.

Psa 23:6
Surely goodness and lovingkindness will follow me / All the days of my life, / And I will dwell in the house of Jehovah / For the length of my days. 

VI.
In His organic shepherding, the pneumatic Christ “leads me beside waters of rest”—v. 2b:
A.
The waters of rest signify the Spirit, the consummated Spirit after Christ’s resurrection— John 7:37-39.
John 7:37
Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink.

John 7:38
He who believes into Me, as the Scripture said, out of his innermost being shall flow rivers of living water.

John 7:39
But this He said concerning the Spirit, whom those who believed into Him were about to receive; for the Spirit was not yet, because Jesus had not yet been glorified.

B.
Both the green pastures and the restful waters are the resurrected, pneumatic Christ as the life-giving Spirit—1 Cor. 15:45b; John 14:16-18.

1 Cor 15:45b
… the last Adam became a life-giving Spirit.

John 14:16
And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Comforter, that He may be with you forever,

John 14:17
Even the Spirit of reality, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not behold Him or know Him; but you know Him, because He abides with you and shall be in you.

John 14:18
I will not leave you as orphans; I am coming to you.

VII.
In His organic shepherding, the pneumatic Christ “restores my soul”—Psa. 23:3a:
A.
For our soul to be restored means that we are revived; restoring also includes renewing and transforming—Rom. 12:2; 2 Cor. 3:18.
Rom 12:2
And do not be fashioned according to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of the mind that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and well pleasing and perfect.

2 Cor 3:18
But we all with unveiled face, beholding and reflecting like a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, even as from the Lord Spirit.

B.
Our Lord, as the Shepherd and Overseer of our souls, shepherds us by caring for the welfare of our inner being and by exercising His oversight over the condition of our real person—1 Pet. 2:25:
1 Pet 2:25
For you were like sheep being led astray, but you have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.

1.
Christ takes care of us in a tender, all-inclusive way; this kind of shepherding is an inward, intrinsic, organic comforting— John 14:16, 26; cf. 2 Cor. 1:3-4.
John 14:16
And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Comforter, that He may be with you forever,

John 14:26
But the Comforter, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things and remind you of all the things which I have said to you.

2 Cor 1:3
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassions and God of all comfort;

2 Cor 1:4
Who comforts us in all our affliction that we may be able to comfort those who are in every affliction through the comforting with which we ourselves are comforted by God.

2.
Because our soul is very complicated, we need Christ, who is the life-giving Spirit in our spirit, to shepherd us in our soul, to take care of our mind, emotion, and will and of our problems, needs, and wounds— cf. Isa. 61:1.
Isa 61:1
The Spirit of the Lord Jehovah is upon Me, / Because Jehovah has anointed Me / To bring good news to the afflicted; / He has sent Me to bind up the wounds of the brokenhearted, / To proclaim liberty to the captives, / And the opening of the eyes to those who are bound;

VIII.
In His organic shepherding, the pneumatic Christ “guides me on the paths of righteousness / For His name’s sake”— Psa. 23:3b:
A.
Christ guides us (to walk according to the spirit) on the paths of righteousness (to fulfill the requirement of righteousness— Rom. 8:4).
Rom 8:4
That the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the spirit.

B.
The paths of righteousness indicates our walk—v. 4; Gal. 5:16, 25.
Rom 8:4
That the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the spirit.

Gal 5:16
But I say, Walk by the Spirit and you shall by no means fulfill the lust of the flesh.

Gal 5:25
If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit.

C.
For His name’s sake means for the sake of His person, His living person as the pneumatic Christ—Matt. 28:19; 18:20; Col. 3:17.
Matt 28:19
Go therefore and disciple all the nations, baptizing them into the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,

Matt 18:20
For where there are two or three gathered into My name, there am I in their midst.

Col 3:17
And whatever you do in word or in deed, do all things in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.

D.
Christ restores our soul so that we may take His way and walk on the paths of righteousness:
1.
We need to be proper and balanced in our mind, emotion, and will; otherwise, we cannot be righteous.
2.
Under the organic shepherding of the pneumatic Christ, we are balanced, corrected, and adjusted.
3.
In all that we do, we need to be under Christ’s shepherding, taking Christ as both our paths and our righteousness.
E.
Righteousness is being right with persons, things, and matters before God according to His righteous and strict requirements—Matt. 5:20.
Matt 5:20
For I say to you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you shall by no means enter into the kingdom of the heavens.

F.
Righteousness is a matter of God’s kingdom; thus, righteousness issues from God for His administration and is related to His government and rule —6:33; Psa. 89:14a; 97:2b; Isa. 32:1.
Matt 6:33
But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.

Psa 89:14a
Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your throne; …
Psa 97:2b
… Righteousness and justice are the foundation of His throne.

Isa 32:1
Indeed a King will reign according to righteousness, / And the rulers will rule according to justice.

G.
Righteousness is the living out and genuine expression of Christ, who as the life-giving Spirit lives in us—Rev. 19:8; 2 Cor. 3:9.
Rev 19:8
And it was given to her that she should be clothed in fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen is the righteousnesses of the saints.

2 Cor 3:9
For if there is glory with the ministry of condemnation, much more the ministry of righteousness abounds with glory.

IX.
Under the organic shepherding of the pneumatic Christ, “even though I walk / Through the valley of the shadow of death, / I do not fear evil, / For You are with me; / Your rod and Your staff, / They comfort me”—Psa. 23:4:
A.
For the pneumatic Christ to be with us means that we enjoy His invisible presence, which is special, personal, and intimate —Matt. 28:20b; 2 Tim. 4:22a.
Matt 28:20b
… And behold, I am with you all the days until the consummation of the age.

2 Tim 4:22a
The Lord be with your spirit. …
B.
The presence of the pneumatic Christ is a comfort, a rescue, and a sustaining power to us when we are walking through the valley of the shadow of death.
C.
When we are in the valley, we should simply remain there and rest in the Lord; our resting in the Lord will shorten the valley, reduce the shadow, and remove the death.
D.
The Lord’s rod, a symbol of His authority, is for our protection:
1.
We are under the Lord’s authority and take the way marked out by Him.
2.
Every negative thing—death, darkness, fear, evil—is under His rule, control, and authority.
E.
The Lord’s staff is for guidance, instruction, training, direction, and sustenance.
F.
Under the organic shepherding of the pneumatic Christ in the valley of the shadow of death, we experience God as the God of resurrection and may attain to the out-resurrection— John 11:25; 2 Cor. 1:8-9; Phil. 3:10-11.
John 11:25
Jesus said to her, I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes into Me, even if he should die, shall live;

2 Cor 1:8
For we do not want you to be ignorant, brothers, of our affliction which befell us in Asia, that we were excessively burdened, beyond our power, so that we despaired even of living.

2 Cor 1:9
Indeed we ourselves had the response of death in ourselves, that we should not base our confidence on ourselves but on God, who raises the dead;

Phil 3:10
To know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death,

Phil 3:11
If perhaps I may attain to the out-resurrection from the dead.

X. Under the organic shepherding of the pneumatic Christ, He spreads “a table before me / In the presence of my adversaries; / You anoint my head with oil; / My cup runs over”—Psa. 23:5:
A.
The Lord spreads a table before us in the presence of our adversaries—v. 5a; cf. 2 Sam. 4:4; 9:7, 13; Gen. 14:18-20; Neh. 4:17.
Psa 23:5
You spread a table before me / In the presence of my adversaries; / …
2 Sam 4:4
Now Jonathan, Saul's son, had a son who had crippled feet. He was five years old when the news came of Saul and Jonathan out of Jezreel. And his nurse took him up and fled. And as she hurried to flee, he fell and was made lame. And his name was Mephibosheth.

2 Sam 9:7
And David said to him, Do not be afraid, for I will surely show kindness to you for the sake of Jonathan your father; and I will restore to you all the land of your father Saul, and you will eat food at my table continually.

2 Sam 9:13
And Mephibosheth dwelt in Jerusalem because he ate at the king's table continually. And he was crippled in both his feet. 

Gen 14:18
And Melchizedek the king of Salem brought out bread and wine. Now he was priest of God the Most High.

Gen 14:19
And he blessed him and said, Blessed be Abram of God the Most High, / Possessor of heaven and earth;

Gen 14:20
And blessed be God the Most High, / Who has delivered your enemies into your hand. And Abram gave him a tenth of all.

Neh 4:17
Those who built the wall and those who carried burdens took the loads with one hand doing the work and with the other holding a weapon.

B.
The Lord anoints our head with oil (as at a festal banquet), and our cup (the cup of blessing) runs over—Psa. 23:5b; Heb. 1:9; 1 Cor. 10:16a, 21.
Psa 23:5b
… You anoint my head with oil; / My cup runs over.

Heb 1:9
You have loved righteousness and hated lawlessness; therefore God, Your God, has anointed You with the oil of exultant joy above Your partners";

1 Cor 10:16a
The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the fellowship of the blood of Christ? …
1 Cor 10:21
You cannot drink the Lord's cup and the demons' cup; you cannot partake of the Lord's table and of the demons' table.

C.
In Psalm 23:5 we have the Triune God—the Son as the table, the feast, the Spirit as the anointing oil, and the Father as the source of blessing.
Psa 23:5
You spread a table before me / In the presence of my adversaries; / You anoint my head with oil; / My cup runs over.

XI.
Under the organic shepherding of the pneumatic Christ, “surely goodness and lovingkindness will follow me / All the days of my life, / And I will dwell in the house of Jehovah / For the length of my days”—v. 6:
A.
Goodness refers to the grace of Christ, lovingkindness refers to the love of the Father, and follow refers to the fellowship of the Spirit; thus, the grace of the Son, the love of the Father, and the fellowship of the Spirit are with us—2 Cor. 13:14.
2 Cor 13:14
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

B.
The enjoyment of the processed and consummated Triune God ushers us into the enjoyment of God in the house of God (Christ, the church, and the New Jerusalem— John 1:14; 2:21; 1 Tim. 3:15-16; Eph. 2:22; Rev. 21:2-3, 22) for the length of our days (in the present age, in the coming age, and in eternity).
John 1:14
And the Word became flesh and tabernacled among us (and we beheld His glory, glory as of the only Begotten from the Father), full of grace and reality.

John 2:21
But He spoke of the temple of His body.

1 Tim 3:15
But if I delay, I write that you may know how one ought to conduct himself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and base of the truth.

1 Tim 3:16
And confessedly, great is the mystery of godliness: He who was manifested in the flesh, / Justified in the Spirit, / Seen by angels, / Preached among the nations, / Believed on in the world, / Taken up in glory.

Eph 2:22
In whom you also are being built together into a dwelling place of God in spirit.

Rev 21:2
And I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.

Rev 21:3
And I heard a loud voice out of the throne, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will tabernacle with them, and they will be His peoples, and God Himself will be with them and be their God.

Rev 21:22
And I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb are its temple.

C.
We need to seek to dwell in the house of God all the days of our life —Psa. 27:4-8:
Psa 27:4
One thing I have asked from Jehovah; / That do I seek: / To dwell in the house of Jehovah / All the days of my life, / To behold the beauty of Jehovah, / And to inquire in His temple.

Psa 27:5
For He will conceal me in His shelter / In the day of trouble; / He will hide me in the hiding place of His tent; / He will raise me up upon a rock.

Psa 27:6
And now my head is lifted up / Above my enemies who surround me. / And I will offer in His tent / Sacrifices of shouts of joy: / I will sing and psalm to Jehovah.

Psa 27:7
Hear, O Jehovah, when I call with my voice, / And be gracious to me and answer me.

Psa 27:8
When You say, Seek My face, / To You my heart says, Your face, O Jehovah, will I seek.

1.
To behold the beauty (loveliness, pleasantness, delightfulness) of God—vv. 4, 8; 2 Cor. 3:18.
Psa 27:4
One thing I have asked from Jehovah; / That do I seek: / To dwell in the house of Jehovah / All the days of my life, / To behold the beauty of Jehovah, / And to inquire in His temple.

Psa 27:8
When You say, Seek My face, / To You my heart says, Your face, O Jehovah, will I seek.

2 Cor 3:18
But we all with unveiled face, beholding and reflecting like a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, even as from the Lord Spirit.

2.
To inquire of God, checking with God about everything in our daily life —Psa. 27:4b; cf. Josh. 9:14.
Psa 27:4b
… To dwell in the house of Jehovah / All the days of my life, / To behold the beauty of Jehovah, / And to inquire in His temple.

Josh 9:14
And the men took some of their provisions, but they did not ask for the counsel of Jehovah.

3.
To be concealed in God’s shelter and to hide ourselves in the hiding place of God’s tent—Psa. 27:5; 31:20.
Psa 27:5
For He will conceal me in His shelter / In the day of trouble; / He will hide me in the hiding place of His tent; / He will raise me up upon a rock.

Psa 31:20
You hide them in the hiding place of Your presence / Apart from the conspiracies of men; / You lay them away secretly in a shelter / Apart from the contention of tongues.

4.
To be raised up and have our head lifted up by God—27:5b-6a.
Psa 27:5b
… He will hide me in the hiding place of His tent; / He will raise me up upon a rock.

Psa 27:6a
And now my head is lifted up / Above my enemies who surround me. …
5.
To offer sacrifices of shouts of joy with singing and psalming to God for the glory of God—v. 6b; Heb. 13:15; Phil. 2:11.

Psa 27:6b
… And I will offer in His tent / Sacrifices of shouts of joy: / I will sing and psalm to Jehovah.

Heb 13:15
Through Him then let us offer up a sacrifice of praise continually to God, that is, the fruit of lips confessing His name.

Phil 2:11
And every tongue should openly confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father.

XII.
Psalm 23 is the link between Psalms 22 and 24; it is by Christ’s wonderful shepherding and by our entering into this shepherding (the intrinsic significance of the vital groups) that the Body of Christ will be built up with His redeemed and regenerated ones and that the bride will be prepared for Him to return as the King in the next age in the manifestation of His kingdom.

Psa 23, 22, 24  (be omitted.)
CRYSTALLIZATION-STUDY OUTLINES

THE PSALMS (1)

Message Seven

Praising Christ as the King

Scripture Reading: Psa. 45

Psa 45:1
(To the choir director: according to Shoshannim. Of the sons of Korah. A Maschil; a Song of Love) My heart overflows with a good matter; / I speak what I have composed concerning the King. / My tongue is the pen of a ready writer.

Psa 45:2
You are fairer than the sons of men; / Grace is poured upon Your lips; / Therefore God has blessed You forever.

Psa 45:3
Gird Your sword upon Your thigh, O mighty One, / In Your majesty and Your splendor.

Psa 45:4
And in Your splendor ride on victoriously / Because of truth and meekness and righteousness; / And let Your right hand teach You awesome deeds.

Psa 45:5
Your arrows are sharp: / The peoples fall under You; / The arrows are in the heart of the King's enemies.

Psa 45:6
Your throne, O God, is forever and ever; / The scepter of uprightness is the scepter of Your kingdom.

Psa 45:7
You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; / Therefore God, Your God, has anointed You / With the oil of gladness above Your companions.

Psa 45:8
All Your garments smell of myrrh and aloes, of cassia; / From palaces of ivory, harpstrings have made You glad.

Psa 45:9
The daughters of kings are among Your most prized; / The queen stands at Your right hand in the gold of Ophir.

Psa 45:10
Hear, O daughter, and see; and incline your ear; / And forget your people and your father's house;

Psa 45:11
Thus the King will desire your beauty. / Because He is your Lord, / Worship Him.

Psa 45:12
And the daughter of Tyre will come with a gift; / The rich among the people will entreat your favor.

Psa 45:13
The King's daughter is all glorious within the royal abode; / Her garment is a woven work inwrought with gold.

Psa 45:14
She will be led to the King in embroidered clothing; / The virgins behind her, her companions, / Will be brought to You.

Psa 45:15
They will be led with rejoicing and exultation; / They will enter the King's palace.

Psa 45:16
In the place of Your fathers will be Your sons; / You will make them princes in all the earth.

Psa 45:17
I will cause Your name to be remembered in all generations; / Therefore the peoples will praise You forever and ever. 

I.
Psalm 45 presents a complete view, a full picture, of Christ’s beauty, which is in Christ Himself (vv. 1-8), as unveiled in the four Gospels (in the stage of His incarnation); in the church, His wife (vv. 9-15), as revealed in the Epistles (in the stage of His inclusion); and in all His sons, the overcomers as the princes (vv. 16-17), as seen in Revelation (in the stage of His intensification): 

A.
This psalm praises Christ not only concerning the things that are of Him directly but also concerning the things that are of Him indirectly, as manifested through His church and His overcomers. 

B.
Our speaking well of the church and the believers is also a praise to Christ—cf. Num. 23:21; 24:9b. 

Num 23:21
He has not beheld iniquity in Jacob, / Nor has He seen trouble in Israel; / Jehovah their God is with them, / And the shout of a king is among them.

Num 24:9b
… Blessed is everyone who blesses you, / And cursed is everyone who curses you.

II.
“Hear, O daughter, and see; and incline your ear; / And forget your people and your father’s house; / Thus the King will desire your beauty”—Psa. 45:10-11a: 

A.
All the local churches must learn how to hear and how to forget, how to hear the Spirit’s living, up-to-date speaking and how to forget the past—the old relationships, the old ways, and the old background. 

B.
The more we forget the past and go on with the Lord in a new way, the more beautiful we become in the King’s eyes. 

III.
Psalm 45, the highest and greatest of all the psalms, is one of the psalms of the sons of Korah, a song of love according to the melody of lilies: 

A.
The great work of God is to restore the desolated building of God and to recover “the sons of Korah” by transforming rebellious ones, through His unlimited mercy and grace, into Christ’s overcomers to make them the constituents of His bride, His overcoming queen—Num. 16:1-3; Psa. 42, title; 106:16; 1 Chron. 6:33-37; Psa. 88, title; Rev. 19:7-9. 

Num 16:1
Now Korah the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi, with Dathan and Abiram the sons of Eliab, and On the son of Peleth, the sons of Reuben, took men

Num 16:2
And rose up before Moses, with certain of the children of Israel, two hundred fifty leaders of the assembly, who were summoned to the meeting, well-known men.

Num 16:3
And they assembled themselves together against Moses and against Aaron, and said to them, You take too much upon yourselves, for all the assembly are holy, every one of them, and Jehovah is among them. Why then do you exalt yourselves above the congregation of Jehovah?

Psa. 42 title
To the choir director. A Maschil of the sons of Korah

Psa 106:16
And they were jealous of Moses in the camp / And of Aaron, the holy one of Jehovah.

1 Chron 6:33
And these are they who attended and their sons: Of the sons of the Kohathites: Heman the singer, the son of Joel, the son of Samuel, 

1 Chron 6:34
The son of Elkanah, the son of Jeroham, the son of Eliel, the son of Toah, 

1 Chron 6:35
The son of Zuph, the son of Elkanah, the son of Mahath, the son of Amasai, 

1 Chron 6:36
The son of Elkanah, the son of Joel, the son of Azariah, the son of Zephaniah, 

1 Chron 6:37
The son of Tahath, the son of Assir, the son of Ebiasaph, the son of Korah, 

Psa. 88 title
A Song; a Psalm of the sons of Korah. To the choir director: according to mahalath leannoth. A Maschil of Heman the Ezrahite.
Rev 19:7
Let us rejoice and exult, and let us give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself ready.

Rev 19:8
And it was given to her that she should be clothed in fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen is the righteousnesses of the saints.

Rev 19:9
And he said to me, Write, Blessed are they who are called to the marriage dinner of the Lamb. And he said to me, These are the true words of God.

B.
If we are those who affectionately love the Lord, we eventually become His love, His favorite—S. S. 1:1-4, 14-15; 2:4. 

S.S. 1:1
The Song of Songs, which is Solomon's.

S.S. 1:2
Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth! / For your love is better than wine.

S.S. 1:3
Your anointing oils have a pleasant fragrance; / Your name is like ointment poured forth; / Therefore the virgins love you.

S.S. 1:4
Draw me; we will run after you - The king has brought me into his chambers - / We will be glad and rejoice in you; / We will extol your love more than wine. / Rightly do they love you.

S.S. 1:14
My beloved is to me a cluster of henna flowers / In the vineyards of En-gedi.

S.S. 1:15
Oh, you are beautiful, my love! / Oh, you are beautiful! Your eyes are like doves.

S.S. 2:4
He brought me into the banqueting house, / And his banner over me was love.

 C.
A lily denotes a pure, simple, single life of trusting in God—vv. 1-2; Matt. 6:28-29; cf. 1 Kings 7:17-19. 

S.S. 2:1
I am a rose of Sharon, / A lily of the valleys.

S.S. 2:2
As a lily among thorns, / So is my love among the daughters.

Matt 6:28
And why are you anxious concerning clothing? Consider well the lilies of the field, how they grow. They do not toil, neither do they spin thread.

Matt 6:29
But I tell you that not even Solomon in all his glory was clothed like one of these.

1 Kings 7:17
There were nets of checker work with wreaths of chain work for the capitals that were at the top of the pillars, seven for the one capital, and seven for the second capital.

1 Kings 7:18
So he made the pillars; and there were two rows around the one network, to cover the capitals that were at the top of the pomegranates. And he did the same for the second capital.

1 Kings 7:19
And the capitals that were at the top of the pillars in the portico were of lily work, four cubits high.

IV.
If we have an affectionate love for the Lord Jesus, our tongue will be the pen of a ready writer, ready to write our love for Him and our praise to Him with our experience and enjoyment of Him according to all that He is—Psa. 45:1; Matt. 12:34b; 2 Cor. 3:3, 6; Isa. 6:5-7. 

Psa 45:1
My heart overflows with a good matter; / I speak what I have composed concerning the King. / My tongue is the pen of a ready writer.

Matt 12:34b
… For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks.
2 Cor 3:3
Since you are being manifested that you are a letter of Christ ministered by us, inscribed not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God; not in tablets of stone but in tablets of hearts of flesh.

2 Cor 3:6
Who has also made us sufficient as ministers of a new covenant, ministers not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.

Isa 6:5
Then I said, Woe is me, for I am finished! / For I am a man of unclean lips, / And in the midst of a people of unclean lips I dwell; / Yet my eyes have seen the King, Jehovah of hosts.

Isa 6:6
Then one of the seraphim flew to me with an ember in his hand, which he had taken from the altar with a pair of tongs.

Isa 6:7
And he touched my mouth with it and said, Now that this has touched your lips, / Your iniquity is taken away, and your sin is purged.

V.
The psalmist praises Christ the King in His fairness; Christ is fairer than the sons of men—Psa. 45:1-2; cf. 27:4b; S. S. 5:9-16: 

Psa 45:1
My heart overflows with a good matter; / I speak what I have composed concerning the King. / My tongue is the pen of a ready writer.

Psa 45:2
You are fairer than the sons of men; / Grace is poured upon Your lips; / Therefore God has blessed You forever.

Psa 27:4b
… To dwell in the house of Jehovah / All the days of my life, / To behold the beauty of Jehovah, / And to inquire in His temple.

S.S. 5:9
What is your beloved more than some other's beloved, / O you most beautiful among women? / What is your beloved more than some other's beloved, / That you adjure us so?

S.S. 5:10
My beloved is dazzling white yet ruddy, / Distinguished among ten thousand.

S.S. 5:11
His head is the finest gold; / His locks are wavy, / As black as a raven.

S.S. 5:12
His eyes are like doves / Beside the streams of water, / Bathed in milk, / Fitly set.

S.S. 5:13
His cheeks are like a bed of spices, / Mounds of sweetly fragrant herbs; / His lips are lilies, / Dripping with liquid myrrh.

S.S. 5:14
His hands are tubes of gold, / Set with beryl; / His belly is an ivory work, / Overlaid with sapphires.

S.S. 5:15
His legs are pillars of white marble, / Set upon bases of gold; / His appearance is like Lebanon, / As excellent as the cedars.

S.S. 5:16
His mouth is sweetness itself, / And he is altogether desirable. / This is my beloved, and this is my friend, / O daughters of Jerusalem. 

A.
Grace is poured upon Christ’s lips—Luke 4:17-22; cf. Eph. 4:29-30. 

Luke 4:17
And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to Him. And He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written,

Luke 4:18
"The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He has anointed Me to announce the gospel to the poor; He has sent Me to proclaim release to the captives, and recovery of sight to the blind, to send away in release those who are oppressed,

Luke 4:19
To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, the year of jubilee."

Luke 4:20
And when He rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant, He sat down. And the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on Him.

Luke 4:21
And He began to say to them, Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.

Luke 4:22
And all bore witness to Him and marveled at the words of grace proceeding out of His mouth, and they said, Is not this Joseph's son?

Eph 4:29
Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but only that which is good for building up, according to the need, that it may give grace to those who hear.

Eph 4:30
And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, in whom you were sealed unto the day of redemption.

 B.
Because the man Jesus is fair, sweet, and full of grace, God has been moved to bless Him forever—Rom. 9:5. 

Rom 9:5
Whose are the fathers, and out of whom, as regards what is according to flesh, is the Christ, who is over all, God blessed forever. Amen.

VI.
The psalmist praises Christ the King in His victory—Psa. 45:3-5: 

Psa 45:3
Gird Your sword upon Your thigh, O mighty One, / In Your majesty and Your splendor.

Psa 45:4
And in Your splendor ride on victoriously / Because of truth and meekness and righteousness; / And let Your right hand teach You awesome deeds.

Psa 45:5
Your arrows are sharp: / The peoples fall under You; / The arrows are in the heart of the King's enemies.

 A.
In the eyes of Satan and his fallen angels, Christ is the mighty One who has girded His sword upon His thigh, the One with majesty and splendor as signs of His victory—v. 3. 

Psa 45:3
Gird Your sword upon Your thigh, O mighty One, / In Your majesty and Your splendor.

 B.
In His splendor Christ rides on victoriously because of truth, meekness, and righteousness; regardless of what the situation is on earth, regardless of what the nations are doing, Christ is riding on triumphantly, prosperously; from the day of His ascension He began to ride on, and He will continue to ride until He comes back in victory—v. 4a; Acts 5:31; Rev. 6:2; 19:11-16. 

Psa 45:4a
And in Your splendor ride on victoriously / Because of truth and meekness and righteousness…

Acts 5:31
This One God has exalted to His right hand as Leader and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins.

Rev 6:2
And I saw, and behold, a white horse, and he who sits on it had a bow; and a crown was given to him, and he went forth conquering and to conquer.

Rev 19:11
And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and He who sits on it called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and makes war.

Rev 19:12
And His eyes are a flame of fire, and on His head are many diadems, and He has a name written which no one knows but Himself.

Rev 19:13
And He is clothed with a garment dipped in blood; and His name is called the Word of God.

Rev 19:14
And the armies which are in heaven followed Him on white horses, dressed in fine linen, white and clean.

Rev 19:15
And out of His mouth proceeds a sharp sword, that with it He might smite the nations; and He will shepherd them with an iron rod; and He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty.

Rev 19:16
And He has on His garment and on His thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.

 C.
His right hand performs awesome deeds; Christ’s awesome deeds include His crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension; everything that the Lord Jesus does, whether great or small, is awesome—Psa. 45:4b. 

Psa 45:4b
… And let Your right hand teach You awesome deeds.

 D.
His arrows are sharp in the heart of His enemies, and the peoples fall under Him—v. 5; cf. Rev. 6:2. 

Psa 45:5
Your arrows are sharp: / The peoples fall under You; / The arrows are in the heart of the King's enemies.

Rev 6:2
And I saw, and behold, a white horse, and he who sits on it had a bow; and a crown was given to him, and he went forth conquering and to conquer.

VII.
The psalmist praises Christ the King in His kingdom—Psa. 45:6-7: 

Psa 45:6
Your throne, O God, is forever and ever; / The scepter of uprightness is the scepter of Your kingdom.

Psa 45:7
You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; / Therefore God, Your God, has anointed You / With the oil of gladness above Your companions.

 A.
As God, Christ’s throne is forever and ever, and the scepter of uprightness is the scepter of His kingdom—v. 6; Heb. 1:8. 

Psa 45:6
Your throne, O God, is forever and ever; / The scepter of uprightness is the scepter of Your kingdom.
Heb 1:8
But of the Son, "Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, and the scepter of uprightness is the scepter of Your kingdom.

 B.
As the King, Christ has loved righteousness and hated wickedness, and God the Father has anointed Christ with the oil of gladness above His companions—Psa. 45:7; Heb. 1:9. 

Psa 45:7
You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; / Therefore God, Your God, has anointed You / With the oil of gladness above Your companions.

Heb 1:9
You have loved righteousness and hated lawlessness; therefore God, Your God, has anointed You with the oil of exultant joy above Your partners";

VIII.
The psalmist praises Christ the King in the sweetness of His virtues—Psa. 45:8; cf. 1 Pet. 2:9: 

Psa 45:8
All Your garments smell of myrrh and aloes, of cassia; / From palaces of ivory, harpstrings have made You glad.

1 Pet 2:9
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people acquired for a possession, so that you may tell out the virtues of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;

 A.
All His garments smell of myrrh and aloes and of cassia—Psa. 45:8a: 

1.
Garments signify Christ’s deeds and virtues; myrrh and aloes signify the sweetness of His death; and cassia signifies the fragrance and repelling power of Christ’s resurrection. 

2.
The way to experience Christ in His crucifixion by the power of His resurrection is by the Spirit Himself, who is in our spirit—cf. S. S. 2:8-14; Rom. 8:16; Phil. 3:10. 

S.S. 2:8
The voice of my beloved! Now he comes, / Leaping upon the mountains, / Skipping upon the hills.

S.S. 2:9
My beloved is like a gazelle or a young hart. / Now he stands behind our wall; / He is looking through the windows, / He is glancing through the lattice.

S.S. 2:10
My beloved responds and says to me, / Rise up, my love, / My beauty, and come away;

S.S. 2:11
For now the winter is past; / The rain is over and gone.

S.S. 2:12
Flowers appear on the earth; / The time of singing has come, / And the voice of the turtledove is heard in our land.

S.S. 2:13
The fig tree has ripened its figs, / And the vines are in blossom - they give forth their fragrance. / Rise up, my love, / My beauty, and come away.

S.S. 2:14
My dove, in the clefts of the rock, / In the covert of the precipice, Let me see your countenance, / Let me hear your voice; / For your voice is sweet, / And your countenance is lovely.

Rom 8:16
The Spirit Himself witnesses with our spirit that we are children of God.

Phil 3:10
To know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death,

 B.
From palaces of ivory, harpstrings have made Him glad—Psa. 45:8b: 

1.
Palaces signify the local churches; ivory, a bone-like substance, signifies the resurrection life of Christ (John 19:36; cf.S. S.7:4;4:4;1 Kings 10:18);and harpstrings signify praises. 

John 19:36
For these things happened that the Scripture might be fulfilled: "No bone of His shall be broken."

S.S. 7:4
Your neck is like a tower of ivory; / Your eyes, like the pools in Heshbon / By the gate of Bath-rabbim; / Your nose is like the tower of Lebanon, / Which faces Damascus.

S.S. 4:4
Your neck is like the tower of David, / Built for an armory: / A thousand bucklers hang on it, / All the shields of the mighty men.

1 Kings 10:18
And the king made a large ivory throne and overlaid it with the finest gold.

 2.
The local churches are beautiful in the eyes of the Lord and are His expression, and they are built with the resurrection life of Christ; from the local churches come the praises that make Him glad. 

IX.
The psalmist praises Christ the King in the praising of the queen with the daughters of kings among the king’s most prized (honorable) women and the virgins, the queen’s companions—Psa. 45:9-15: 

Psa 45:9
The daughters of kings are among Your most prized; / The queen stands at Your right hand in the gold of Ophir.

Psa 45:10
Hear, O daughter, and see; and incline your ear; / And forget your people and your father's house;

Psa 45:11
Thus the King will desire your beauty. / Because He is your Lord, / Worship Him.

Psa 45:12
And the daughter of Tyre will come with a gift; / The rich among the people will entreat your favor.

Psa 45:13
The King's daughter is all glorious within the royal abode; / Her garment is a woven work inwrought with gold.

Psa 45:14
She will be led to the King in embroidered clothing; / The virgins behind her, her companions, / Will be brought to You.

Psa 45:15
They will be led with rejoicing and exultation; / They will enter the King's palace.

 A.
The queen typifies the church, especially the overcomers, as the unique wife of Christ, and the honorable women around the queen signify Christ’s overcoming guests; this indicates that the bride of Christ is actually a group of overcomers—vv. 9-10: 

Psa 45:9
The daughters of kings are among Your most prized; / The queen stands at Your right hand in the gold of Ophir.

Psa 45:10
Hear, O daughter, and see; and incline your ear; / And forget your people and your father's house;

 1.
The daughters of kings signify the believers of Christ in their royalty. 

2.
The king’s most prized women signify the believers of Christ in their honor and majesty. 

B.
The king desires the queen’s beauty; the queen’s beauty signifies the virtues of Christ expressed through the church—v. 11: 

Psa 45:11
Thus the King will desire your beauty. / Because He is your Lord, / Worship Him.

 1.
The beauty of the bride comes from the Christ who is wrought into the church and who is then expressed through the church—Eph. 1:17-23; 3:16-21; 5:25-27. 

Eph 1:17
That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you a spirit of wisdom and revelation in the full knowledge of Him,

Eph 1:18
The eyes of your heart having been enlightened, that you may know what is the hope of His calling, and what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints,

Eph 1:19
And what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe, according to the operation of the might of His strength,

Eph 1:20
Which He caused to operate in Christ in raising Him from the dead and seating Him at His right hand in the heavenlies,

Eph 1:21
Far above all rule and authority and power and lordship and every name that is named not only in this age but also in that which is to come;

Eph 1:22
And He subjected all things under His feet and gave Him to be Head over all things to the church,

Eph 1:23
Which is His Body, the fullness of the One who fills all in all.

Eph 3:16
That He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with power through His Spirit into the inner man,

Eph 3:17
That Christ may make His home in your hearts through faith, that you, being rooted and grounded in love,

Eph 3:18
May be full of strength to apprehend with all the saints what the breadth and length and height and depth are

Eph 3:19
And to know the knowledge-surpassing love of Christ, that you may be filled unto all the fullness of God.

Eph 3:20
But to Him who is able to do superabundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power which operates in us,

Eph 3:21
To Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus unto all the generations forever and ever. Amen.

Eph 5:25
Husbands, love your wives even as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her

Eph 5:26
That He might sanctify her, cleansing her by the washing of the water in the word,

Eph 5:27
That He might present the church to Himself glorious, not having spot or wrinkle or any such things, but that she would be holy and without blemish.

 2.
Our only beauty is the shining out of Christ from within us; what Christ appreciates in us is the expression of Himself—Phil. 1:20; 2:15-16; Isa. 60:1, 5; cf. Exo. 28:2. 

Phil 1:20
According to my earnest expectation and hope that in nothing I will be put to shame, but with all boldness, as always, even now Christ will be magnified in my body, whether through life or through death.

Phil 2:15
That you may be blameless and guileless, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and perverted generation, among whom you shine as luminaries in the world,

Phil 2:16
Holding forth the word of life, so that I may have a boast in the day of Christ that I did not run in vain nor labor in vain.

Isa 60:1
Arise! Shine! For your light has come, / And the glory of Jehovah has risen upon you.

Isa 60:5
Then you will see and you will beam, / And your heart will be in awe and will swell with joy, / For the abundance of the sea will be turned to you, / The wealth of the nations will come to you.

Exo 28:2
And you shall make holy garments for Aaron your brother, for glory and for beauty.

 C.
In Psalm 45 the queen has two garments: 

1.
The first garment is the gold of Ophir, the woven work inwrought with gold—vv. 9b, 13b: 

Psa 45:9b
… The queen stands at Your right hand in the gold of Ophir.

Psa 45:13b
… Her garment is a woven work inwrought with gold.

a.
This garment corresponds to Christ as our objective righteousness, which is for our salvation—Luke 15:22; 1 Cor. 1:30; Isa. 61:10. 

Luke 15:22
But the father said to his slaves, Bring out quickly the best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet.

1 Cor 1:30
But of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became wisdom to us from God: both righteousness and sanctification and redemption,

Isa 61:10
I will rejoice greatly in Jehovah, / My soul will exult in my God; / For He has clothed me with the garments of salvation, / He has wrapped me with the robe of righteousness; / I am like a bridegroom who wears the headdress of the priest, / And like a bride who adorns herself with her jewels.

b.
The queen’s being covered with gold signifies the church’s appearing in the divine nature—Psa. 45:9b; 2 Pet. 1:4. 

Psa 45:9b
… The queen stands at Your right hand in the gold of Ophir.

2 Pet 1:4
Through which He has granted to us precious and exceedingly great promises that through these you might become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption which is in the world by lust.

c.
The garment of woven work inwrought with gold signifies that the Christ who has been dealt with through death and resurrection is the righteousness of the church to meet the righteous requirement of God for her to be justified before God—Gal. 2:16; Rom. 3:26. 

Gal 2:16
And knowing that a man is not justified out of works of law, but through faith in Jesus Christ, we also have believed into Christ Jesus that we might be justified out of faith in Christ and not out of the works of law, because out of the works of law no flesh will be justified.

Rom 3:26
With a view to the demonstrating of His righteousness in the present time, so that He might be righteous and the One who justifies him who is of the faith of Jesus.

2.
The second garment is the embroidered clothing—Psa. 45:14a: 

Psa 45:14a
She will be led to the King in embroidered clothing; …

a.
This garment corresponds to Christ lived out of us as our subjective righteousnesses, which are for our victory—Rev. 19:8. 

Rev 19:8
And it was given to her that she should be clothed in fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen is the righteousnesses of the saints.

b.
As our subjective righteousnesses, Christ is the One dwelling in us to live for us a life that is always acceptable to God—Phil. 3:9; Matt. 5:6, 20; Rom. 8:4; cf. Psa. 23:3. 

Phil 3:9
And be found in Him, not having my own righteousness which is out of the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is out of God and based on faith,

Matt 5:6
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.

Matt 5:20
For I say to you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you shall by no means enter into the kingdom of the heavens.

Rom 8:4
That the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the spirit.

Psa 23:3
He restores my soul; He guides me on the paths of righteousness / For His name's sake.

c.
The garment of embroidered clothing signifies that the church will be led to Christ clothed with the righteousnesses of the saints to meet the requirement of Christ for their marriage—Rev. 19:8; cf. Matt. 22:11-14. 

Rev 19:8
And it was given to her that she should be clothed in fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen is the righteousnesses of the saints.

Matt 22:11
But when the king came in to look at those reclining at table, he saw there a man who was not clothed with a wedding garment,

Matt 22:12
And he said to him, Friend, how did you come in here without a wedding garment? And he was speechless.

Matt 22:13
Then the king said to the servants, Bind his feet and hands, and cast him out into the outer darkness. In that place there will be the weeping and the gnashing of teeth.

Matt 22:14
For many are called but few are chosen.

D.
The king’s daughter is all glorious within the royal abode, and the virgins will enter the king’s palace—Psa. 45:13a, 14-15: 

Psa 45:13a
The King's daughter is all glorious within the royal abode; …

Psa 45:14
She will be led to the King in embroidered clothing; / The virgins behind her, her companions, / Will be brought to You.

Psa 45:15
They will be led with rejoicing and exultation; / They will enter the King's palace.

1.
The king’s daughter is the queen, signifying the church, and her being all glorious within the royal abode signifies the glorious church taking Christ as her royal abode—v. 13a; John 15:4a. 

Psa 45:13a
The King's daughter is all glorious within the royal abode; …

John 15:4a
Abide in Me and I in you. …

2.
We take Christ as our abode, we become His abode, and this mutual abode eventually becomes the palace, which signifies the New Jerusalem—14:23; 15:5; Psa. 45:15b; Rev. 21:3, 22. 

John 14:23
Jesus answered and said to him, If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word, and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make an abode with him.

John 15:5
I am the vine; you are the branches. He who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit; for apart from Me you can do nothing.

Psa 45:15b
… They will enter the King's palace.

Rev 21:3
And I heard a loud voice out of the throne, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will tabernacle with them, and they will be His peoples, and God Himself will be with them and be their God.

Rev 21:22
And I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb are its temple.

X.
The psalmist praises Christ the King in the praising of His sons, His descendants—Psa. 45:16-17: 

Psa 45:16
In the place of Your fathers will be Your sons; / You will make them princes in all the earth.

Psa 45:17
I will cause Your name to be remembered in all generations; / Therefore the peoples will praise You forever and ever. 

A.
“In the place of Your fathers will be Your sons; / You will make them princes in all the earth”—v. 16: 
1.
Here fathers signifies Christ’s forefathers in the flesh, sons signifies the overcomers of Christ as His descendants, and princes signifies the overcomers of Christ as His co-kings, who will reign with Christ over the nations—Rev. 2:26-27; 20:4, 6. 

Rev 2:26
And he who overcomes and he who keeps My works until the end, to him I will give authority over the nations;

Rev 2:27
And he will shepherd them with an iron rod, as vessels of pottery are broken in pieces, as I also have received from My Father;

Rev 20:4
And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given to them. And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of the testimony of Jesus and because of the word of God, and of those who had not worshipped the beast nor his image, and had not received the mark on their forehead and on their hand; and they lived and reigned with Christ for a thousand years.

Rev 20:6
Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first resurrection; over these the second death has no authority, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand years.

2.
Only Christ the King reigning on the earth with the overcomers as His helpers in the kingship can solve the problems of today’s world—Isa. 42:1-4; Hag. 2:7a. 

Isa 42:1
Here is My Servant, whom I uphold, / My chosen One in whom My soul delights; / I have put My Spirit upon Him, / And He will bring forth justice to the nations.

Isa 42:2
He will not cry out, nor lift up His voice, / Nor make His voice heard in the street.

Isa 42:3
A bruised reed He will not break; / And a dimly burning flax He will not extinguish; / He will bring forth justice in truth.

Isa 42:4
He will not faint, nor will He be discouraged, / Until He has established justice in the earth; / And the coastlands will wait for His instruction.

Hag 2:7a
And I will shake all the nations, and the Desire of all the nations will come; …

B.
Christ’s name will be remembered in all generations through the overcoming saints, and Christ will be praised by the nations through His overcoming and co-reigning saints—Psa. 45:17. 

Psa 45:17
I will cause Your name to be remembered in all generations; / Therefore the peoples will praise You forever and ever.

CRYSTALLIZATION-STUDY OUTLINES

THE PSALMS (1)

Message Eight
The House and the City
Scripture Reading: Psa. 26:8; 27:4; 34:8a; 36:8-9; 46:4; 47:2, 6-8; 48:1-2, 4-5; 50:2
Psa 26:8
O Jehovah, I love the habitation of Your house, / And the place where Your glory abides.

Psa 27:4
One thing I have asked from Jehovah; / That do I seek: / To dwell in the house of Jehovah / All the days of my life, / To behold the beauty of Jehovah, / And to inquire in His temple.

Psa 34:8a
Taste and see that Jehovah is good; …
Psa 36:8
They are saturated with the fatness of Your house, / And You cause them to drink of the river of Your pleasures.

Psa 36:9
For with You is the fountain of life; / In Your light we see light.

Psa 46:4
There is a river whose streams gladden the city of God, / The holy place of the tabernacles of the Most High.

Psa 47:2
For Jehovah Most High is awesome: / A great King over all the earth.

Psa 47:6
Sing psalms to God, sing psalms; / Sing psalms to our King, sing psalms.

Psa 47:7
For God is the King of all the earth; / Sing psalms with understanding.

Psa 47:8
God reigns over the nations; / God sits upon His holy throne.

Psa 48:1
Great is Jehovah, / And much to be praised / In the city of our God, / In His holy mountain.

Psa 48:2
Beautiful in elevation, / The joy of the whole earth, / Is Mount Zion, the sides of the north, / The city of the great King.

Psa 48:4
For, behold, the kings have assembled themselves; / They passed by together.

Psa 48:5
They saw; therefore they were astounded. / They were dismayed; they hurried off in alarm.

Psa 50:2
Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, / God shines forth.

I.
The enjoyment of Christ leads us to the enjoyment of God in the house of God—Psa. 26:8; 27:4; 34:8a; 36:8-9; 50:2:
Psa 26:8
O Jehovah, I love the habitation of Your house, / And the place where Your glory abides.

Psa 27:4
One thing I have asked from Jehovah; / That do I seek: / To dwell in the house of Jehovah / All the days of my life, / To behold the beauty of Jehovah, / And to inquire in His temple.

Psa 34:8a
Taste and see that Jehovah is good; …
Psa 36:8
They are saturated with the fatness of Your house, / And You cause them to drink of the river of Your pleasures.

Psa 36:9
For with You is the fountain of life; / In Your light we see light.

Psa 50:2
Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, / God shines forth.

A.
God is universal and omnipresent, yet He is a located God; God is located in His house, His dwelling place —23:6; 27:4:
Psa 23:6
Surely goodness and lovingkindness will follow me / All the days of my life, / And I will dwell in the house of Jehovah / For the length of my days. 

Psa 27:4
One thing I have asked from Jehovah; / That do I seek: / To dwell in the house of Jehovah / All the days of my life, / To behold the beauty of Jehovah, / And to inquire in His temple.

1.
Christ is God’s location; Christ is the tabernacle of God and the temple of God— Col. 2:9; John 1:14; 2:21.
Col 2:9
For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily,

John 1:14
And the Word became flesh and tabernacled among us (and we beheld His glory, glory as of the only Begotten from the Father), full of grace and reality.

John 2:21
But He spoke of the temple of His body.

2.
Christ has been enlarged, and the enlarged Christ is the church as God’s enlarged temple, His dwelling place—1 Cor. 3:16; Eph. 2:21-22; 1 Tim. 3:15.
1 Cor 3:16
Do you not know that you are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?

Eph 2:21
In whom all the building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord;

Eph 2:22
In whom you also are being built together into a dwelling place of God in spirit.

1 Tim 3:15
But if I delay, I write that you may know how one ought to conduct himself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and base of the truth.

B.
“O Jehovah, I love the habitation of Your house, / And the place where Your glory abides”—Psa. 26:8:
1.
We should love the habitation of God’s house and the place where His glory abides, remains, to be manifested—84:1; 29:9b.
Psa 84:1
How lovely are Your tabernacles, / O Jehovah of hosts!

Psa 29:9b
… And in His temple all say, Glory!

2.
Today the church is the place where God’s glory abides to be manifested—Eph. 3:21.
Eph 3:21
To Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus unto all the generations forever and ever. Amen.

C.
“One thing I have asked from Jehovah; / That do I seek: / To dwell in the house of Jehovah / All the days of my life, / To behold the beauty of Jehovah, / And to inquire in His temple”— Psa. 27:4:
1.
Our God is a lovable person with a lovely dwelling place; God Himself is enjoyable, and His dwelling place is also enjoyable.
2.
The Hebrew word for beauty implies loveliness, pleasantness, and delightfulness; when we behold God’s beauty, we are in a very pleasant atmosphere —Exo. 24:9-11; 2 Cor. 3:18.
Exo 24:9
Then Moses and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel went up.

Exo 24:10
And they saw the God of Israel, and under His feet there was something like a paved work of sapphire, even like heaven itself for clearness.

Exo 24:11
And He did not stretch out His hand upon the nobles of the children of Israel. And they beheld God and ate and drank.

2 Cor 3:18
But we all with unveiled face, beholding and reflecting like a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, even as from the Lord Spirit.

D.
“Taste and see that Jehovah is good”—Psa. 34:8a:
1.
This tasting and seeing must be in God’s house, His dwelling place.
2.
We taste and see that God is good in His house—in Christ, in the church, and, ultimately, in the New Jerusalem.
E.
“They are saturated with the fatness of Your house, / And You cause them to drink of the river of Your pleasures. / For with You is the fountain of life; / In Your light we see light”—36:8-9:
1.
We can be saturated with the fatness, the abundance, the riches, the fullness, within God’s house —v. 8a.
Psa 36:8a
They are saturated with the fatness of Your house, …
2.
In God’s house we can drink of the river of God’s pleasures—v. 8b.
Psa 36:8b
… And You cause them to drink of the river of Your pleasures.

3.
In God’s house we can share of the fountain of the life of God—v. 9a.
Psa 36:9a
For with You is the fountain of life; …
4.
In God’s house we can see light in God’s divine light—v. 9b.
Psa 36:9b
… In Your light we see light.

5.
In God’s house we can enjoy the river of life, the tree of life, the fountain of life, and the light of life:
a.
In Christ and in the church, we enjoy the located God as the fatness to saturate us, the river of life to quench our thirst, the tree of life to feed us, and the light of life to enlighten us.
b.
In the New Jerusalem we will be saturated with the fruit of the tree of life, drink of the river of water of life, share of the fountain of God’s life, and see light in God’s divine light; this will be the consummate enjoyment of God in the house of God—Rev. 22:1-2, 5.
Rev 22:1
And he showed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb in the middle of its street.

Rev 22:2
And on this side and on that side of the river was the tree of life, producing twelve fruits, yielding its fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations.

Rev 22:5
And night will be no more; and they have no need of the light of a lamp and of the light of the sun, for the Lord God will shine upon them; and they will reign forever and ever.

F.
“Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, / God shines forth”—Psa. 50:2:
1.
The shining forth of God out of His house is the dispensing of His goodness.
2.
Under such a shining, we enjoy God in Christ— cf. Num. 6:25.
Num 6:25
Jehovah make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you;

II.
When the church is enlarged, strengthened, and built up, the house of God becomes the city of God as the kingdom for the God-King to rule and reign—Matt. 16:18-19:
Matt 16:18
And I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.

Matt 16:19
I will give to you the keys of the kingdom of the heavens, and whatever you bind on the earth shall have been bound in the heavens, and whatever you loose on the earth shall have been loosed in the heavens.

A.
As the King unveiled in Psalm 45, Christ needs a city in which to rule and reign— 46:4:
Psa 46:4
There is a river whose streams gladden the city of God, / The holy place of the tabernacles of the Most High.

1.
In Psalm 45 Christ, typified by Solomon, is unveiled and praised as the King.
Psa 45 Title
　To the choir director: according to Shoshannim. of the sons of Korah. A Maschil; a Song of Love

Psa 45:1
My heart overflows with a good matter; / I speak what I have composed concerning the King. / My tongue is the pen of a ready writer.

Psa 45:2
You are fairer than the sons of men; / Grace is poured upon Your lips; / Therefore God has blessed You forever.

Psa 45:3
Gird Your sword upon Your thigh, O mighty One, / In Your majesty and Your splendor.

Psa 45:4
And in Your splendor ride on victoriously / Because of truth and meekness and righteousness; / And let Your right hand teach You awesome deeds.

Psa 45:5
Your arrows are sharp: / The peoples fall under You; / The arrows are in the heart of the King's enemies.

Psa 45:6
Your throne, O God, is forever and ever; / The scepter of uprightness is the scepter of Your kingdom.

Psa 45:7
You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; / Therefore God, Your God, has anointed You / With the oil of gladness above Your companions.

Psa 45:8
All Your garments smell of myrrh and aloes, of cassia; / From palaces of ivory, harpstrings have made You glad.

Psa 45:9
The daughters of kings are among Your most prized; / The queen stands at Your right hand in the gold of Ophir.

Psa 45:10
Hear, O daughter, and see; and incline your ear; / And forget your people and your father's house;

Psa 45:11
Thus the King will desire your beauty. / Because He is your Lord, / Worship Him.

Psa 45:12
And the daughter of Tyre will come with a gift; / The rich among the people will entreat your favor.

Psa 45:13
The King's daughter is all glorious within the royal abode; / Her garment is a woven work inwrought with gold.

Psa 45:14
She will be led to the King in embroidered clothing; / The virgins behind her, her companions, / Will be brought to You.

Psa 45:15
They will be led with rejoicing and exultation; / They will enter the King's palace.

Psa 45:16
In the place of Your fathers will be Your sons; / You will make them princes in all the earth.

Psa 45:17
I will cause Your name to be remembered in all generations; / Therefore the peoples will praise You forever and ever. 

2.
Immediately afterward, Psalm 46 speaks of the city—a kingdom for ruling.
Psa 46 Title
To the choir director. of the sons of Korah. According to alamoth. A Song

Psa 46:1
God is our refuge and strength; / A help in distress, He is most readily found.

Psa 46:2
Therefore we will not fear, / Though the earth change, / And the mountains slip into the heart of the seas;

Psa 46:3
Though the waters of the sea roar and foam; / Though the mountains shake at its swelling. Selah.

Psa 46:4
There is a river whose streams gladden the city of God, / The holy place of the tabernacles of the Most High.

Psa 46:5
God is in the midst of her; she will not be moved; / God helps her at the dawn of the morning.

Psa 46:6
The nations rage; the kingdoms are moved. / He utters His voice; the earth melts.

Psa 46:7
Jehovah of hosts is with us; / The God of Jacob is our high retreat. Selah.

Psa 46:8
Come, see the works of Jehovah, / How He has made desolations on earth.

Psa 46:9
He makes wars cease unto the end of the earth; / He breaks the bow and cuts the spear to pieces; / He burns the war wagons with fire.

Psa 46:10
Be still and know that I am God. / I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted on earth.

Psa 46:11
Jehovah of hosts is with us; / The God of Jacob is our high retreat. Selah. 

B.
As the house, the church is God’s home, the place of His dwelling; as the city, the church is God’s kingdom, the place of His ruling—Eph. 2:21-22, 19:
Eph 2:21
In whom all the building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord;

Eph 2:22
In whom you also are being built together into a dwelling place of God in spirit.

Eph 2:19
So then you are no longer strangers and sojourners, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God,

1.
The church is for the kingdom; that is, the house is for the city; eventually, the house of God becomes the holy city, the New Jerusalem—Rev. 21:2-3.
Rev 21:2
And I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.

Rev 21:3
And I heard a loud voice out of the throne, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will tabernacle with them, and they will be His peoples, and God Himself will be with them and be their God.

2.
The church is Christ’s increase in life, and the kingdom is Christ’s increase in administration— John 3:29a, 30a; Dan. 2:34-35.
John 3:29a
He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices with joy because of the bridegroom's voice. …
John 3:30a
He must increase, …
Dan 2:34
You were watching until a stone was cut out without hands, and it struck the image at its feet of iron and clay and crushed them.

Dan 2:35
Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold were crushed all at once, and they became like chaff from the summer threshing floors; and the wind carried them away so that no trace of them was found. And the stone that struck the image became a great mountain and filled the whole earth.

3.
The church as the house of God must be enlarged to become the church as the city of God—1 Tim. 3:15; Rev. 5:9-10:
1 Tim 3:15
But if I delay, I write that you may know how one ought to conduct himself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and base of the truth.

Rev 5:9
And they sing a new song, saying: You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, for You were slain and have purchased for God by Your blood men out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation,

Rev 5:10
And have made them a kingdom and priests to our God; and they will reign on the earth.

a.
The first step of the enlargement of Christ is the church as the house of God—Eph. 2:21-22; 1 Tim. 3:15.
Eph 2:21
In whom all the building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord;

Eph 2:22
In whom you also are being built together into a dwelling place of God in spirit.

1 Tim 3:15
But if I delay, I write that you may know how one ought to conduct himself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and base of the truth.

b.
The second step of the enlargement of Christ is the church as the kingdom of God—Rom. 14:17.
Rom 14:17
For the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.

4.
The house is mainly with Christ as life, and the city is mainly with Christ as the Head— Col. 3:4; 1:18; 2:19:
Col 3:4
When Christ our life is manifested, then you also will be manifested with Him in glory.

Col 1:18
And He is the Head of the Body, the church; He is the beginning, the Firstborn from the dead, that He Himself might have the first place in all things;

Col 2:19
And not holding the Head, out from whom all the Body, being richly supplied and knit together by means of the joints and sinews, grows with the growth of God.

a.
When we realize that Christ is not only our life but also our Head, the church will be not only the house but also the city—Eph. 1:22-23; 4:15.
Eph 1:22
And He subjected all things under His feet and gave Him to be Head over all things to the church,

Eph 1:23
Which is His Body, the fullness of the One who fills all in all.

Eph 4:15
But holding to truth in love, we may grow up into Him in all things, who is the Head, Christ,

b.
The real building of the city is to help all the saints to realize the headship of Christ—vv. 15-16.
Eph 4:15
But holding to truth in love, we may grow up into Him in all things, who is the Head, Christ,

Eph 4:16
Out from whom all the Body, being joined together and being knit together through every joint of the rich supply and through the operation in the measure of each one part, causes the growth of the Body unto the building up of itself in love.

C.
Psalms 46— 48 are on the church as the city of God; here the church has become the city over which God rules and from which God reigns:
1.
Psalm 46 is an unveiling of the God who meets our needs in the city:
Psa 46 Title
To the choir director. of the sons of Korah. According to alamoth. A Song

Psa 46:1
God is our refuge and strength; / A help in distress, He is most readily found.

Psa 46:2
Therefore we will not fear, / Though the earth change, / And the mountains slip into the heart of the seas;

Psa 46:3
Though the waters of the sea roar and foam; / Though the mountains shake at its swelling. Selah.

Psa 46:4
There is a river whose streams gladden the city of God, / The holy place of the tabernacles of the Most High.

Psa 46:5
God is in the midst of her; she will not be moved; / God helps her at the dawn of the morning.

Psa 46:6
The nations rage; the kingdoms are moved. / He utters His voice; the earth melts.

Psa 46:7
Jehovah of hosts is with us; / The God of Jacob is our high retreat. Selah.

Psa 46:8
Come, see the works of Jehovah, / How He has made desolations on earth.

Psa 46:9
He makes wars cease unto the end of the earth; / He breaks the bow and cuts the spear to pieces; / He burns the war wagons with fire.

Psa 46:10
Be still and know that I am God. / I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted on earth.

Psa 46:11
Jehovah of hosts is with us; / The God of Jacob is our high retreat. Selah. 

a.
In the city God is our refuge, strength, and help in distress; He is most readily found—v. 1.
Psa 46:1
God is our refuge and strength; / A help in distress, He is most readily found.

b.
In the city, the ruling center of God in His kingdom, there is “a river whose streams gladden the city of God”— v. 4a:
Psa 46:4
There is a river whose streams gladden the city of God, …
1)
This river signifies the flowing of the Triune God as life to us, as mentioned in Revelation 22:1-2a.
Rev 22:1
And he showed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb in the middle of its street.

Rev 22:2a
And on this side and on that side of the river was the tree of life, producing twelve fruits, yielding its fruit each month; …
2)
In the city—the enlarged, strengthened, and built-up church—we have the flow of living water; therefore, we are the most joyful people.
c.
This city, which cannot be moved, is the unshakable kingdom—Psa. 46:5a; Heb. 12:28:
Psa 46:5a
God is in the midst of her; she will not be moved; …
Heb 12:28
Therefore receiving an unshakable kingdom, let us have grace, through which we may serve God well-pleasingly with piety and fear;

1)
The kingdom is unshakable in its substance, which is God—Psa. 46:5a.
Psa 46:5a
God is in the midst of her; she will not be moved; …
2)
The kingdom is unshakable in its foundation, which is Christ—Matt. 16:18; Eph. 2:20; 1 Cor. 3:11.
Matt 16:18
And I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.

Eph 2:20
Being built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the cornerstone;

1 Cor 3:11
For another foundation no one is able to lay besides that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.

3)
The kingdom is unshakable in its structure, which is the church—Matt. 16:18-19; 18:18-20; Rom. 14:17.
Matt 16:18
And I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.

Matt 16:19
I will give to you the keys of the kingdom of the heavens, and whatever you bind on the earth shall have been bound in the heavens, and whatever you loose on the earth shall have been loosed in the heavens.

Matt 18:18
Truly I say to you, Whatever you bind on the earth shall have been bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on the earth shall have been loosed in heaven.

Matt 18:19
Again, truly I say to you that if two of you are in harmony on earth concerning any matter for which they ask, it will be done for them from My Father who is in the heavens.

Matt 18:20
For where there are two or three gathered into My name, there am I in their midst.

Rom 14:17
For the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.

4)
The kingdom is unshakable in its constituents, which are the riches of the processed and consummated Triune God—2 Cor. 13:14.
2 Cor 13:14
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

5)
The kingdom is unshakable in its expression, which is the glory of the Triune God, God expressed in His glory—Rev. 21:10-11.
Rev 21:10
And he carried me away in spirit onto a great and high mountain and showed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,

Rev 21:11
Having the glory of God. Her light was like a most precious stone, like a jasper stone, as clear as crystal.

2.
In Psalm 47 we have the God-King ruling over the earth through the city:
Psa 47 Title
To the choir director. of the sons of Korah. A Psalm

Psa 47:1
Clap your hands, all you peoples; / Shout to God with the voice of a triumphant sound.

Psa 47:2
For Jehovah Most High is awesome: / A great King over all the earth.

Psa 47:3
He subdues peoples under us, / And nations under our feet.

Psa 47:4
He chose our inheritance for us, / The excellency of Jacob, whom He loved. Selah.

Psa 47:5
God ascends amidst shouting; / Jehovah, at the sound of a trumpet.

Psa 47:6
Sing psalms to God, sing psalms; / Sing psalms to our King, sing psalms.

Psa 47:7
For God is the King of all the earth; / Sing psalms with understanding.

Psa 47:8
God reigns over the nations; / God sits upon His holy throne.

Psa 47:9
The princes of the peoples have been gathered / As the people of the God of Abraham; / For the shields of the earth belong to God; / He is greatly exalted. 

a.
In Psalm 46 God is our enjoyment and meets our needs; in Psalm 47 God in Christ is the great King over all the earth through the city—vv. 2, 6-8.
Psa 47:2
For Jehovah Most High is awesome: / A great King over all the earth.

Psa 47:6
Sing psalms to God, sing psalms; / Sing psalms to our King, sing psalms.

Psa 47:7
For God is the King of all the earth; / Sing psalms with understanding.

Psa 47:8
God reigns over the nations; / God sits upon His holy throne.

b.
When the church becomes the city, God will subdue the peoples through the city and rule over all the earth in Christ as the King.
c.
The church as the city will bring the entire earth under God’s authority and kingship in Christ— 46:10; Matt. 6:9-10; Rev. 11:15.
Psa 46:10
Be still and know that I am God. / I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted on earth.

Matt 6:9
You then pray in this way: Our Father who is in the heavens, Your name be sanctified;

Matt 6:10
Your kingdom come; Your will be done, as in heaven, so also on earth.

Rev 11:15
And the seventh angel trumpeted; and there were loud voices in heaven, saying, The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ, and He will reign forever and ever.

3.
Psalm 48 is about the city of the great King; here we have God in the climactic experience of the city:
Psa 48 Title
A Song; a Psalm of the sons of Korah

Psa 48:1
Great is Jehovah, / And much to be praised / In the city of our God, / In His holy mountain.

Psa 48:2
Beautiful in elevation, / The joy of the whole earth, / Is Mount Zion, the sides of the north, / The city of the great King.

Psa 48:3
God has made Himself known / In her palaces as a high retreat.

Psa 48:4
For, behold, the kings have assembled themselves; / They passed by together.

Psa 48:5
They saw; therefore they were astounded. / They were dismayed; they hurried off in alarm.

Psa 48:6
Trembling seized them there; / Writhing, like that of a woman in labor;

Psa 48:7
With an east wind You shattered / The ships of Tarshish.

Psa 48:8
As we have heard, / So we have seen / In the city of Jehovah of hosts, / In the city of our God. / God will establish her forever. Selah.

Psa 48:9
We consider, O God, Your lovingkindness / In the midst of Your temple.

Psa 48:10
As Your name is, O God, / So is Your praise / Unto the ends of the earth; / Your right hand is full of righteousness.

Psa 48:11
Let Mount Zion rejoice; / Let the daughters of Judah exult / Because of Your judgments.

Psa 48:12
Walk about Zion, and go around her; / Count her towers.

Psa 48:13
Consider carefully her bulwarks; / Pass between her palaces; / That you may recount it to the generation following.

Psa 48:14
For this God is our God forever and ever. / He will guide us even unto death. 

a.
When we are built up as a city, God’s greatness will be expressed, and God will be greatly praised—v. 1.
Psa 48:1
Great is Jehovah, / And much to be praised / In the city of our God, / In His holy mountain.

b.
When the church is enlarged, strengthened, and built up, the church is elevated, and that elevation is Mount Zion—v. 2.
Psa 48:2
Beautiful in elevation, / The joy of the whole earth, / Is Mount Zion, the sides of the north, / The city of the great King.

c.
The built-up church causes the enemies to be dismayed and to hurry off in alarm—vv. 4-5.

Psa 48:4
For, behold, the kings have assembled themselves; / They passed by together.

Psa 48:5
They saw; therefore they were astounded. / They were dismayed; they hurried off in alarm.

CRYSTALLIZATION-STUDY OUTLINES

THE PSALMS (1)

Message Nine
Repentance and Confession with God’s Forgiveness for His Building
Scripture Reading: Psa. 51
Psa 51 Title
To the choir director. A Psalm of David, when Nathan the prophet came to him, after he had gone in to Bath-sheba

Psa 51:1
Be gracious to me, O God, according to Your lovingkindness; / According to the greatness of Your compassions blot out my transgressions.

Psa 51:2
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, / And from my sin cleanse me.

Psa 51:3
For I do know my transgressions, / And my sin is before me continually.

Psa 51:4
Against You and You alone have I sinned, / And I have done what is evil in Your sight. / Therefore You are righteous when You speak; / You are clear when You judge.

Psa 51:5
Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, / And in sin did my mother conceive me.

Psa 51:6
Behold, You delight in truth in the inward parts; / And in the hidden part You would make known wisdom to me.

Psa 51:7
Purge my sin with hyssop, and I will be clean; / Wash me, and I will be whiter than snow.

Psa 51:8
Let me hear gladness and joy, / That the bones which You have broken may exult.

Psa 51:9
Hide Your face from my sins, / And blot out all my iniquities.

Psa 51:10
Create in me a clean heart, O God, / And renew a steadfast spirit within me.

Psa 51:11
Do not cast me from Your presence, / And do not take the Spirit of Your holiness away from me.

Psa 51:12
Restore to me the gladness of Your salvation, / And sustain me with a willing spirit.

Psa 51:13
I will teach transgressors Your ways, / And sinners will turn back to You.

Psa 51:14
Deliver me from the guilt of bloodshed, O God, O God of my salvation; / And my tongue will ring forth Your righteousness.

Psa 51:15
O Lord, open my lips, / And my mouth will declare Your praise.

Psa 51:16
For You do not delight in sacrifice; / Otherwise I would offer it; / You take no pleasure in burnt offerings.

Psa 51:17
The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; / A broken and a contrite heart, O God, You will not despise.

Psa 51:18
Do good in Your good pleasure unto Zion; / Build the walls of Jerusalem.

Psa 51:19
Then You will delight in the sacrifices of righteousness, / In burnt offerings and whole burnt offerings; / Then they will offer bulls upon Your altar. 

I.
Psalm 51 was composed after David’s great sin in murdering Uriah and robbing him of his wife and after David was rebuked by the prophet Nathan; Psalm 51 is David’s psalm of repentance—2 Sam. 11:1—12:14:
2 Sam 11:1
And at the turn of the year, at the time when kings go forth to battle, David sent out Joab and his servants with him and all Israel; and they destroyed the children of Ammon and besieged Rabbah. But David remained in Jerusalem.

2 Sam 11:2
And late one afternoon David rose from his bed and went for a walk on the roof of the king's house. And from the roof he saw a woman bathing, and the woman was very beautiful to look at.

2 Sam 11:3
And David sent and inquired about the woman. And someone said, This is none other than Bath-sheba the daughter of Eliam and wife of Uriah the Hittite.

2 Sam 11:4
And David sent messengers and took her; and she came to him, and he lay with her. (Now she had just purified herself from her uncleanness.) And she returned to her house.

2 Sam 11:5
And the woman conceived; and she sent word and told David and said, I am pregnant.

2 Sam 11:6
Then David sent word to Joab: Send me Uriah the Hittite. So Joab sent Uriah to David.

2 Sam 11:7
And Uriah came to him, and David asked how Joab was doing and how the people were doing and how the battle was going.

2 Sam 11:8
And David said to Uriah, Go down to your house, and wash your feet. And Uriah went forth from the king's house, and there followed him a present from the king.

2 Sam 11:9
But Uriah lay down at the entrance to the king's house with all the servants of his lord and did not go down to his house.

2 Sam 11:10
And they told David, saying, Uriah did not go down to his house. Then David said to Uriah, Have you not just come from a journey? Why have you not gone down to your house?

2 Sam 11:11
And Uriah said to David, The ark and Israel and Judah dwell in huts, and my lord Joab and the servants of my lord are encamped in the open field. Shall I then go to my house to eat and drink, and to lie with my wife? As you live and your soul lives, I shall by no means do this thing!

2 Sam 11:12
And David said to Uriah, Remain here today also, and tomorrow I will send you back. So Uriah remained in Jerusalem that day and the following.

2 Sam 11:13
Then David invited him to eat and drink in his presence, and he made him drunk. Then in the evening he went forth to lie down on his bed with the servants of his lord, and he did not go down to his house.

2 Sam 11:14
Then in the morning David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it by the hand of Uriah.

2 Sam 11:15
And he wrote in the letter, saying, Put Uriah in the forefront of the hardest battle, and withdraw from him that he may be struck down and die.

2 Sam 11:16
So when Joab besieged the city, he assigned Uriah to the place where he knew the valiant men were.

2 Sam 11:17
And the men of the city went forth and fought with Joab; and some of the people, some of the servants of David, fell. And Uriah the Hittite died also.

2 Sam 11:18
And Joab sent a messenger to tell David all the things concerning the battle;

2 Sam 11:19
And he commanded the messenger, saying, When you have finished telling the king all the things concerning the battle, 

2 Sam 11:20
If the king's anger rises up and he says to you, Why did you go so close to the city to fight? Did you not know that they would shoot from the wall?

2 Sam 11:21
Who struck down Abimelech the son of Jerubbesheth? Did not a woman throw an upper millstone upon him from the wall so that he died at Thebez? Why did you go so close to the wall? Then you shall say, Your servant Uriah the Hittite is also dead.

2 Sam 11:22
So the messenger went, and he came and told David all that Joab had sent him for.

2 Sam 11:23
And the messenger said to David, The men prevailed against us and came out to us in the field, but we drove them back to the entrance of the gate.

2 Sam 11:24
Then the archers shot at your servants from the wall, and some of the king's servants died. And your servant Uriah the Hittite is also dead.

2 Sam 11:25
Then David said to the messenger, Thus shall you say to Joab, Do not let this matter displease you, for the sword devours one as well as another. Strengthen your fighting against the city and overthrow it. And encourage him.

2 Sam 11:26
And when the wife of Uriah heard that Uriah her husband was dead, she made lamentation for her husband.

2 Sam 11:27
And when the mourning was over, David sent for her and brought her to his house; and she became his wife and bore a son to him. But the thing that David did displeased Jehovah. 

2 Sam 12:1
Then Jehovah sent Nathan to David. And he went to him and said to him, Two men lived in a city, one rich and the other poor.

2 Sam 12:2
The rich man had very many flocks and herds, 

2 Sam 12:3
But the poor man had nothing but one small ewe lamb, which he had bought. And he nourished it, and it grew up together with him and his children; it ate of the morsels of his food and drank out of his own cup and lay on his bosom; indeed it was like a daughter to him.

2 Sam 12:4
And there came a traveler to the rich man. But the rich man refused to take something from his own flock and herd to dress for the wayfarer who had come to him; but he took the poor man's ewe lamb and dressed it for the man who had come to him.

2 Sam 12:5
And David's anger was greatly kindled against the man. And he said to Nathan, As Jehovah lives, the man who has done this is worthy of death;

2 Sam 12:6
And he shall restore the ewe lamb fourfold because he has done this thing and because he had no pity.

2 Sam 12:7
Then Nathan said to David, You are the man. Thus says Jehovah the God of Israel, I anointed you king over Israel, and I delivered you from the hand of Saul;

2 Sam 12:8
And I gave you your master's house and your master's wives into your bosom, and I gave you the house of Israel and Judah; and if this were too little, I would have added to you such and such things.

2 Sam 12:9
Why have you despised the word of Jehovah by doing what is evil in His sight? You have struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword and have taken his wife as your wife and have slain him with the sword of the children of Ammon.

2 Sam 12:10
Now therefore the sword will not depart from your house forever because you have despised Me and have taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife.

2 Sam 12:11
Thus says Jehovah, I will now raise up trouble against you from within your house; and I will take your wives before your eyes and will give them to your companion, and he will lie with your wives in the sight of this sun.

2 Sam 12:12
For you did this secretly, but I will do this thing before all Israel and even before the sun.

2 Sam 12:13
And David said to Nathan, I have sinned against Jehovah. And Nathan said to David, Jehovah has also put away your sin; you will not die.

2 Sam 12:14
Nevertheless, because you have given the enemies of Jehovah much occasion to blaspheme Him because of this thing, the son who is born to you shall also surely die.

A.
First, there were transgression and repentance plus forgiveness; after that, there was Solomon (12:24), the one who built God’s temple.
2 Sam 12:24
And David comforted Bath-sheba his wife and went in unto her and lay with her. And she bore a son, and he called his name Solomon. And Jehovah loved him;

B.
Thus, God’s forgiveness “married” David’s transgression and repentance, and this marriage brought forth the man named Solomon, who built the temple of God; Solomon is a type of Christ and of those who experience Christ to be one with Him:
1.
The name Solomon means “peaceful” (v. 24; 1 Chron. 22:9), but Solomon has another name, Jedidiah (2 Sam. 12:25), which means “beloved of the Lord.”
2 Sam 12:24
And David comforted Bath-sheba his wife and went in unto her and lay with her. And she bore a son, and he called his name Solomon. And Jehovah loved him;

1 Chron 22:9
Behold, a son will be born to you. He will be a man of rest, and I will give him rest from all his enemies around him, for Solomon will be his name, and I will give peace and quiet to Israel throughout his days.

2 Sam 12:25
And He sent word through Nathan the prophet and called his name Jedidiah for Jehovah's sake.

2.
Solomon built the temple of God in the kingdom (1 Kings 6:1-2) and spoke the word of wisdom (10:23-24; Matt. 12:42); today we can be one with Christ to prophesy by speaking Him forth as the word of wisdom for the building up of the church as the temple of God—1 Cor. 12:8; 14:4b; cf. 3:12a, 16-17.
1 Kings 6:1
Then in the four hundred eightieth year after the children of Israel had come forth out of the land of Egypt, in the fourth year of his reign over Israel, in the month of Ziv (this is the second month), Solomon began to build the house of Jehovah.

1 Kings 6:2
And the house which King Solomon built to Jehovah was sixty cubits long and twenty cubits wide and thirty cubits high.

1 Kings 10:23
And King Solomon excelled all the kings of the earth in wealth and in wisdom.

1 Kings 10:24
And all the earth sought the presence of Solomon to hear his wisdom, which God had put in his heart.

Matt 12:42
The queen of the south will rise up in the judgment with this generation and will condemn it, because she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon, and behold, something more than Solomon is here.

1 Cor 12:8
For to one through the Spirit a word of wisdom is given, and to another a word of knowledge, according to the same Spirit;

1 Cor 14:4b
He who speaks in a tongue builds up himself, …
1 Cor 3:12a
But if anyone builds upon the foundation gold, silver, precious stones, …
1 Cor 3:16
Do you not know that you are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?

1 Cor 3:17
If anyone destroys the temple of God, God will destroy him; for the temple of God is holy, and such are you.

C.
The building up of God’s temple, the church consummating in the New Jerusalem, comes from man’s transgression and repentance plus God’s forgiveness—Matt. 1:6; Psa. 51:18:
Matt 1:6
And Jesse begot David the king. And David begot Solomon of her who had been the wife of Uriah,

Psa 51:18
Do good in Your good pleasure unto Zion; / Build the walls of Jerusalem.

1.
Confessing our sins in the divine light for God’s forgiveness is the way to drink Christ as the living water for us to become the New Jerusalem— John 4:14-18; cf. Num. 21:16-18.
John 4:14
But whoever drinks of the water that I will give him shall by no means thirst forever; but the water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water gushing up into eternal life.

John 4:15
The woman said to Him, Sir, give me this water so that I will not thirst nor come here to draw.

John 4:16
He said to her, Go, call your husband and come here.

John 4:17
The woman answered and said, I do not have a husband. Jesus said to her, You have well said, I do not have a husband,

John 4:18
For you have had five husbands, and the one you now have is not your husband; this you have said truly.

Num 21:16
And from there they journeyed to Beer; that is the well where Jehovah said to Moses, Gather the people together, and I will give them water.

Num 21:17
Then Israel sang this song: Spring up, O well! Sing to it!

Num 21:18
The well, which the leaders sank, / Which the nobles of the people dug, / With the scepter, with their staffs. And from the wilderness they journeyed to Mattanah;

2.
Confessing our sins in the divine light for God’s forgiveness is the way to keep ourselves in the fellowship of life for our growth in life unto the maturity in life—1 John 1:2-3, 5-9; Acts 24:16.
1 John 1:2
(And the life was manifested, and we have seen and testify and report to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was manifested to us);

1 John 1:3
That which we have seen and heard we report also to you that you also may have fellowship with us, and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ.

1 John 1:5
And this is the message which we have heard from Him and announce to you, that God is light and in Him is no darkness at all.

1 John 1:6
If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and are not practicing the truth;

1 John 1:7
But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from every sin.

1 John 1:8
If we say that we do not have sin, we are deceiving ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

1 John 1:9
If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Acts 24:16
Because of this I also exercise myself to always have a conscience without offense toward God and men.

3.
Receiving the forgiveness of sins issues in our fearing God and loving God—Psa. 130:4; Luke 7:47-50.
Psa 130:4
But with You there is forgiveness, / That You would be feared.

Luke 7:47
For this reason I say to you, Her sins which are many are forgiven, because she loved much; but to whom little is forgiven, he loves little.

Luke 7:48
And He said to her, Your sins are forgiven.

Luke 7:49
And those who were reclining at table with Him began to say within themselves, Who is this who even forgives sins?

Luke 7:50
But He said to the woman, Your faith has saved you. Go in peace.

4.
Ministering Christ as the sin-dealing life to the saints kills the germs, destroys the problems, and maintains the oneness of the Spirit— John 8:1-11; 1 John 5:16; Rom. 2:4b; Lev. 10:17; Gal. 6:1; Psa. 51:13.
John 8:1
But Jesus went to the Mount of Olives.

John 8:2
And early in the morning He came again into the temple, and all the people came to Him, and He sat down and taught them.

John 8:3
And the scribes and Pharisees brought a woman caught in adultery, and having set her in the midst,

John 8:4
They said to Him, Teacher, this woman has been caught committing adultery, in the very act.

John 8:5
Now in the law, Moses commanded us to stone such women. What then do you say?

John 8:6
But they said this to tempt Him, so that they might have reason to accuse Him. But Jesus stooped down and wrote with His finger on the ground.

John 8:7
But when they persisted in questioning Him, He stood up and said to them, He who is without sin among you, let him be the first to throw a stone at her.

John 8:8
And again He stooped down and wrote on the ground.

John 8:9
And when they heard that, they went out one by one, beginning with the older ones. And Jesus was left alone, and the woman stood where she was, in the midst.

John 8:10
And Jesus stood up and said to her, Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?

John 8:11
And she said, No one, Lord. And Jesus said, Neither do I condemn you; go, and from now on sin no more.

1 John 5:16
If anyone sees his brother sinning a sin not unto death, he shall ask and he will give life to him, to those sinning not unto death. There is a sin unto death; I do not say that he should make request concerning that.

Rom 2:4b
… not knowing that God's kindness is leading you to repentance?

Lev 10:17
Why have you not eaten the sin offering in the place of the sanctuary? For it is most holy, and He gave it to you to bear the iniquity of the assembly, to make expiation for them before Jehovah.

Gal 6:1
Brothers, even if a man is overtaken in some offense, you who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of meekness, looking to yourself lest you also be tempted.

Psa 51:13
I will teach transgressors Your ways, / And sinners will turn back to You.

II.
Like David, we need to stay in the presence of God to have a thorough and genuine repentance and confession to receive a full forgiveness from God—v. 2; Acts 24:16:
Psa 51:2
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, / And from my sin cleanse me.

Acts 24:16
Because of this I also exercise myself to always have a conscience without offense toward God and men.

A.
The verbs used by David in Psalm 51—blot out (vv. 1, 9), wash (vv. 2, 7), cleanse (v. 2), and purge (v. 7)—indicate that his repentance and confession were thorough and that his asking for forgiveness was genuine.
Psa 51:1
Be gracious to me, O God, according to Your lovingkindness; / According to the greatness of Your compassions blot out my transgressions.

Psa 51:9
Hide Your face from my sins, / And blot out all my iniquities.

Psa 51:2
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, / And from my sin cleanse me.

Psa 51:7
Purge my sin with hyssop, and I will be clean; / Wash me, and I will be whiter than snow.

B.
Since the Lord knows the record of our sinful doings, it is best for us to ask Him to rid us of that record by confessing—1 John 1:9:
1 John 1:9
If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
1.
The blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us all the time, continuously and constantly, from every sin—v. 7.
1 John 1:7
But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from every sin.

2.
Once God forgives us, He erases our sins from His memory and remembers them no longer—Heb. 8:12; Psa. 103:12.
Heb 8:12
For I will be propitious to their unrighteousnesses, and their sins I shall by no means remember anymore."

Psa 103:12
As far as the east is from the west, / So far has He removed our transgressions from us.

C.
After such a thorough and fine confession, we will be filled with the Spirit essentially and economically to make us buoyant and bold in our God to speak the gospel of God—1 Thes. 2:2, 4; Acts 26:18.
1 Thes 2:2
But having suffered previously and having been outrageously treated, even as you know, in Philippi, we were bold in our God to speak to you the gospel of God in much struggle.

1 Thes 2:4
But even as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel, so we speak, not as pleasing men but God, who proves our hearts.
Acts 26:18
To open their eyes, to turn them from darkness to light and from the authority of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who have been sanctified by faith in Me.

III.
David confessed that he was born in sin, and he pleaded with God to blot out his transgressions, wash him thoroughly from his iniquity, cleanse him from his sin, and purge his sin with hyssop—Psa. 51:1-2, 5, 7, 9; cf. 1 John 1:8-10:
Psa 51:1
Be gracious to me, O God, according to Your lovingkindness; / According to the greatness of Your compassions blot out my transgressions.

Psa 51:2
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, / And from my sin cleanse me.

Psa 51:5
Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, / And in sin did my mother conceive me.

Psa 51:7
Purge my sin with hyssop, and I will be clean; / Wash me, and I will be whiter than snow.

Psa 51:9
Hide Your face from my sins, / And blot out all my iniquities.

1 John 1:8
If we say that we do not have sin, we are deceiving ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

1 John 1:9
If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
1 John 1:10
If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us.

A.
To pray in this way indicates that we have no trust in ourselves.
B.
Hyssop typifies Christ in His humble and humiliated human nature (1 Kings 4:33a; Exo. 12:22a), implying Christ as the Mediator and the sacrifice (Heb. 8:6; 9:15; 10:9-10).
1 Kings 4:33a
And he discoursed about trees, from the cedar that is in Lebanon to the hyssop that shoots forth out of the wall; …
Exo 12:22a
And you shall take a bunch of hyssop and dip it in the blood that is in the basin, and you shall apply some of the blood that is in the basin to the lintel and to the two doorposts; …
Heb 8:6
But now He has obtained a more excellent ministry inasmuch as He is also the Mediator of a better covenant, which has been enacted upon better promises.

Heb 9:15
And because of this He is the Mediator of a new covenant, so that, death having taken place for redemption of the transgressions under the first covenant, those who have been called might receive the promise of the eternal inheritance.

Heb 10:9
He then has said, "Behold, I have come to do Your will." He takes away the first that He may establish the second,

Heb 10:10
By which will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.

IV.
David asked God to create in him a clean (pure) heart and to renew a steadfast spirit within him—Psa. 51:10:
Psa 51:10
Create in me a clean heart, O God, / And renew a steadfast spirit within me.

A.
We need a pure heart in seeking only the Lord Himself—Matt. 5:8.
Matt 5:8
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.

B.
By sinning we become old, so we need God’s renewing through the application of His forgiveness— cf. 26:28-29.
Matt 26:28
For this is My blood of the covenant, which is being poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Matt 26:29
But I say to you, I shall by no means drink of this product of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it new with you in the kingdom of My Father.

V.
David asked God not to cast him from His presence—Psa. 51:11:
Psa 51:11
Do not cast me from Your presence, / And do not take the Spirit of Your holiness away from me.

A.
The Spirit is the presence of the Triune God— John 14:17; cf. 1 Cor. 7:40; Heb. 1:9; Isa. 11:2-3.
John 14:17
Even the Spirit of reality, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not behold Him or know Him; but you know Him, because He abides with you and shall be in you.

1 Cor 7:40
But she is more blessed if she so remains, according to my opinion; but I think that I also have the Spirit of God.

Heb 1:9
You have loved righteousness and hated lawlessness; therefore God, Your God, has anointed You with the oil of exultant joy above Your partners";

Isa 11:2
And the Spirit of Jehovah will rest upon Him, / The Spirit of wisdom and understanding, / The Spirit of counsel and might, / The Spirit of knowledge and the fear of Jehovah.

Isa 11:3
He will delight in the fear of Jehovah: / He will neither judge by what His eyes see, / Nor decide by what His ears hear.

B.
If we have the Lord’s presence, we have wisdom, insight, foresight, and the inner knowledge concerning things; the Lord’s presence is everything to us; if we lose God’s presence, we lose everything— cf. 1 John 5:6; 1 Cor. 15:45b; Eph. 4:4.
1 John 5:6
This is He who came through water and blood, Jesus Christ; not in the water only, but in the water and in the blood; and the Spirit is He who testifies, because the Spirit is the reality.

1 Cor 15:45b
… the last Adam became a life-giving Spirit.

Eph 4:4
One Body and one Spirit, even as also you were called in one hope of your calling;

VI.
David asked God to restore to him the gladness of His salvation and to sustain him with a willing spirit—Psa. 51:8a, 12:
Psa 51:8a
Let me hear gladness and joy, …
Psa 51:12
Restore to me the gladness of Your salvation, / And sustain me with a willing spirit.

A.
It is by the gladness of God’s salvation that a willing spirit is sustained within us; this is the overcoming life.
B.
We should always have a willing spirit for the things of the Lord and the things of the church—Phil. 2:13.
Phil 2:13
For it is God who operates in you both the willing and the working for His good pleasure.

VII.
David asked God to deliver him from the guilt of bloodshed that his tongue might ring forth God’s righteousness and his mouth might declare God’s praise—Psa. 51:14-15.
Psa 51:14
Deliver me from the guilt of bloodshed, O God, O God of my salvation; / And my tongue will ring forth Your righteousness.

Psa 51:15
O Lord, open my lips, / And my mouth will declare Your praise.

VIII.
David’s repentance and confession issued in his asking for God’s goal—“Do good in Your good pleasure unto Zion; / Build the walls of Jerusalem”—v. 18:
A.
For the Lord to do good unto Zion is for Him to build up the church, fill the church with His glory, and grant the church His rich presence with Himself as joy, peace, life, light, security, and every spiritual blessing— cf. Eph. 1:3.
Eph 1:3
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ,

B.
The Lord’s recovery is to build up Zion:
1.
The overcomers are today’s Zion in today’s Jerusalem (the church life)—Rev. 12:11.
Rev 12:11
And they overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb and because of the word of their testimony, and they loved not their soul-life even unto death.

2.
Zion is the high peak, the center, the uplifting, the strengthening, the enriching, the beauty, and the reality of the church—Psa. 48:2, 11-12; 20:2; 53:6a; 87:2.
Psa 48:2
Beautiful in elevation, / The joy of the whole earth, / Is Mount Zion, the sides of the north, / The city of the great King.

Psa 48:11
Let Mount Zion rejoice; / Let the daughters of Judah exult / Because of Your judgments.

Psa 48:12
Walk about Zion, and go around her; / Count her towers.

Psa 20:2
May He send you help from the sanctuary / And support you from Zion.

Psa 53:6a
Oh that the salvation of Israel might come forth from Zion! / … 

Psa 87:2
Jehovah loves the gates of Zion / More than all the dwellings of Jacob.

3.
Although the Lord has the right, the title, to the earth, today the earth is usurped by His enemy; yet on this usurped earth there is the mountain of Jehovah, Mount Zion, which is absolutely open to the Lord and absolutely possessed by Him—24:1-3, 7-10; 2:6.
Psa 24:1
The earth is Jehovah's, and its fullness, / The habitable land and those who dwell in it.

Psa 24:2
For it is He who founded it upon the seas / And established it upon the streams.

Psa 24:3
Who may ascend the mountain of Jehovah, / And who may stand in His holy place?

Psa 24:7
Lift up your heads, O gates; / And be lifted up, O long enduring doors; / And the King of glory will come in.

Psa 24:8
Who is the King of glory? / Jehovah strong and mighty! / Jehovah mighty in battle!

Psa 24:9
Lift up your heads, O gates; / And lift up, O long enduring doors; / And the King of glory will come in.

Psa 24:10
Who is this King of glory? / Jehovah of hosts - / He is the King of glory! Selah. 

Psa 2:6
But I have installed My King / Upon Zion, My holy mountain.

4.
The overcomers, who are typified by Zion, are the beach- head through which the Lord will return to possess the whole earth—Dan. 2:34-35.
Dan 2:34
You were watching until a stone was cut out without hands, and it struck the image at its feet of iron and clay and crushed them.

Dan 2:35
Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold were crushed all at once, and they became like chaff from the summer threshing floors; and the wind carried them away so that no trace of them was found. And the stone that struck the image became a great mountain and filled the whole earth.

C.
We need to beseech God to build the walls of the city for our absolute separation unto God and the protection of the interests of God— cf. Rev. 21:12a, 18a.
Rev 21:12a
It had a great and high wall and had twelve gates, …
Rev 21:18a
And the building work of its wall was jasper; …
D.
If we are those who repent, confess our sins, and ask God for His purging, we will have the enjoyment of God in Christ in the church as His house and in His city as His kingdom—Psa. 51:19.
Psa 51:19
Then You will delight in the sacrifices of righteousness, / In burnt offerings and whole burnt offerings; / Then they will offer bulls upon Your altar.
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Message Ten
Christ as the Center of God’s Move on the Earth
Scripture Reading: Psa. 68
Psa 68 Title
To the choir director. of David. A Psalm; a Song

Psa 68:1
Let God arise; let His enemies be scattered; / And let those who hate Him flee before Him.

Psa 68:2
As smoke is driven away, You will drive them away; / As wax melts before fire, / The wicked will perish before God.

Psa 68:3
But the righteous will rejoice; they will exult before God / And be glad with rejoicing.

Psa 68:4
Sing to God; sing psalms to His name; / Triumph in Him who rides through the deserts - / For Jah is His name - and exult before Him.

Psa 68:5
A Father to the orphans and a Judge for the widows / Is God in His holy habitation.

Psa 68:6
God causes the solitary to dwell in a household; / He brings the prisoners forth into prosperity; / But the rebellious dwell in a parched land.

Psa 68:7
O God, when You went forth before Your people, / When You marched through the desert, Selah. 

Psa 68:8
The earth trembled, the heavens also dripped, / At the presence of God; / Sinai there quaked / At the presence of God, the God of Israel.

Psa 68:9
You shed forth bountiful rain, O God; / You confirmed Your inheritance when it languished.

Psa 68:10
Your living flock dwelt in the land; / In Your goodness You provided for the poor, O God.

Psa 68:11
The Lord gives the command; / The women who bear the glad tidings are a great host.

Psa 68:12
The kings of the armies flee. / They flee! / And she who abides at home / Divides the spoil.

Psa 68:13
Though you lie among the sheepfolds, / There are dove wings covered with silver, / And its pinions, with greenish yellow gold.

Psa 68:14
When the Almighty scattered / The kings in the land, / It snowed on Zalmon.

Psa 68:15
O mighty mountain, O mountain of Bashan, / O many-peaked mountain, O mountain of Bashan:

Psa 68:16
Why do you look with envy, O many-peaked mountains, / At the mountain on which God desires to dwell? / Indeed Jehovah will dwell there forever.

Psa 68:17
The chariots of God are twenty thousand, / Thousands upon thousands; / The Lord is among them, / As at Sinai, in the sanctuary.

Psa 68:18
You have ascended on high; You have led captive those taken captive; / You have received gifts among men, / Even the rebellious ones also, / That Jehovah God may dwell among them.

Psa 68:19
Blessed be the Lord, who day by day loads us with good; / God is our salvation. Selah.

Psa 68:20
God is to us / A God of deliverance, / And with Jehovah the Lord / Are the goings forth even from death.

Psa 68:21
Indeed God will smash / The head of His enemies, / The hairy crown / of him who goes about in his guiltiness.

Psa 68:22
The Lord said, I will bring them again from Bashan; / I will bring them again from the depths of the sea, 

Psa 68:23
That you may bathe your foot in blood, / That the tongue of your dogs may have their portion from the enemies.

Psa 68:24
They have seen Your goings, O God, / The goings of my God, my King, in the sanctuary:

Psa 68:25
Singers go before; players after; / In the midst of virgins sounding the tambourines.

Psa 68:26
Bless God in the congregations, / Even Jehovah, O you who are of the fountain of Israel.

Psa 68:27
There are little Benjamin, who rules them, / And the princes of Judah in their company, / The princes of Zebulun, the princes of Naphtali.

Psa 68:28
Your God has commanded your strength; / Strengthen, O God, that which You have done for us.

Psa 68:29
Because of Your temple at Jerusalem, / Kings will bring a gift to You.

Psa 68:30
Rebuke the animals of the reeds, / The herd of the bulls among the calves of the peoples, / Trampling on those who lust after silver; / Scatter the peoples who take delight in war.

Psa 68:31
Nobles will come out of Egypt; / Cush will quickly stretch out its hands to God.

Psa 68:32
O kingdoms of the earth, / Sing to God, / Sing psalms to the Lord, Selah. 

Psa 68:33
To Him who rides upon the ancient heaven of heavens. / Behold, He utters His voice, a mighty voice.

Psa 68:34
Ascribe strength to God; / His excellence is over Israel, / And His strength is in the skies.

Psa 68:35
You are awesome, O God, from Your sanctuaries. / The God of Israel, He gives strength and power to the people. / Blessed be God! 

I.
Psalm 68 reveals God’s move on the earth:
A.
God’s move began after the rearing up of the tabernacle with the Ark, signifying Christ incarnated to be the dwelling place of God on the earth, with Himself as the center for God’s move in His economy—v. 1; John 1:14a; Num. 9:15a.
Psa 68:1
Let God arise; let His enemies be scattered; / And let those who hate Him flee before Him.

John 1:14a
And the Word became flesh and tabernacled among us … full of grace and reality.

Num 9:15a
And on the day that the tabernacle was set up, the cloud covered the tabernacle, the Tent of the Testimony; …
B.
God’s move in the tabernacle with the Ark from Mount Sinai (Psa. 68:8b, 17b) through the wilderness (vv. 4b, 7b) to Mount Zion (v. 16) was a type of His move in Christ from the incarnation to the ascension— John 1:17; Eph. 4:8-10.
Psa 68:8b
… Sinai there quaked / At the presence of God, the God of Israel.
Psa 68:17b
… The Lord is among them, / As at Sinai, in the sanctuary.
Psa 68:4b
… Triumph in Him who rides through the deserts - / For Jah is His name - and exult before Him.

Psa 68:7b
… When You marched through the desert, Selah. 

Psa 68:16
Why do you look with envy, O many-peaked mountains, / At the mountain on which God desires to dwell? / Indeed Jehovah will dwell there forever.

John 1:17
For the law was given through Moses; grace and reality came through Jesus Christ.

Eph 4:8
Therefore the Scripture says, "Having ascended to the height, He led captive those taken captive and gave gifts to men."

Eph 4:9
(Now this, "He ascended," what is it except that He also descended into the lower parts of the earth?

Eph 4:10
He who descended, He is also the One who ascended far above all the heavens that He might fill all things.)

C.
God is still moving on this earth in and through the church, and He is moving with Christ as the center of the church—1 Tim. 3:15-16; Psa. 68:4, 7.
1 Tim 3:15
But if I delay, I write that you may know how one ought to conduct himself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and base of the truth.

1 Tim 3:16
And confessedly, great is the mystery of godliness: He who was manifested in the flesh, / Justified in the Spirit, / Seen by angels, / Preached among the nations, / Believed on in the world, / Taken up in glory.

Psa 68:4
Sing to God; sing psalms to His name; / Triumph in Him who rides through the deserts - / For Jah is His name - and exult before Him.

Psa 68:7
O God, when You went forth before Your people, / When You marched through the desert, Selah. 

D.
God’s move in man is to deify man, making man the same as He is in life and in nature but not in the Godhead—1 Cor. 15:45b; Rom. 8:10, 6, 11.
1 Cor 15:45b
… the last Adam became a life-giving Spirit.

Rom 8:10
But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the spirit is life because of righteousness.

Rom 8:6
For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the spirit is life and peace.

Rom 8:11
And if the Spirit of the One who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who indwells you.

II.
Psalm 68 reveals God’s victory in Christ as the center, typified by the Ark:
A.
“Let God arise; let His enemies be scattered; / And let those who hate Him flee before Him”—wherever the Ark, a type of Christ, went, the victory was won—v. 1; Num. 10:35.
Psa 68:1
Let God arise; let His enemies be scattered; / And let those who hate Him flee before Him.

Num 10:35
And when the Ark set out, Moses said, Rise up, O Jehovah, and let Your enemies be scattered; / And let those who hate You flee before You.

B.
“The kings of the armies flee. / They flee!”—these kings, who were defeated and scattered, typify Satan and the rulers, the rebellious angels—Psa. 68:12a, 14; Eph. 6:12.
Psa 68:12a
The kings of the armies flee. / They flee! …
Psa 68:14
When the Almighty scattered / The kings in the land, / It snowed on Zalmon.

Eph 6:12
For our wrestling is not against blood and flesh but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the world-rulers of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenlies.

C.
“The Lord gives the command; / The women who bear the glad tidings are a great host”—these women of Israel signify the weak ones who publish the gospel—Psa. 68:11.
D.
“She who abides at home / Divides the spoil”—the spoil signifies all the gains of the accomplishment, consummation, attainment, and obtainment of Christ as the reapings of the victory of His death, resurrection, and ascension—v. 12b.
E.
“Though you lie among the sheepfolds”—lying among the sheepfolds signifies resting in God’s provision and care for His elect—v. 13a.
F.
“There are dove wings covered with silver, / And its pinions, with greenish-yellow gold”—this verse reveals four items among the spoil—v. 13b:
1.
The dove wings signify the moving power of the Spirit.
2.
Silver signifies Christ in His redemption for our justification, which is indicated by the color white, the color of approval.
3.
Pinions (the feathers at the end of a bird’s wings giving it the strength to fly and soar) signify the flying and soaring power of the Spirit—Isa. 40:31.
Isa 40:31
Yet those who wait on Jehovah will renew their strength; / They will mount up with wings like eagles; / They will run and will not faint; / They will walk and will not become weary. 

4.
The greenish-yellow, glittering gold with which the pinions are covered signifies God’s nature glittering in the divine life and glory—2 Pet. 1:4; cf. John 4:24; 1 John 4:8; 1:5.
2 Pet 1:4
Through which He has granted to us precious and exceedingly great promises that through these you might become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption which is in the world by lust.

John 4:24
God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truthfulness.

1 John 4:8
He who does not love has not known God, because God is love.

1 John 1:5
And this is the message which we have heard from Him and announce to you, that God is light and in Him is no darkness at all.

5.
The contents of the above four items, as Christ’s spoil in His victory for the enjoyment of God’s elect, are actually the Triune God with all the items of His complete, full, and all-inclusive salvation— cf. Rom. 5:10, 17, 21.
Rom 5:10
For if we, being enemies, were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more we will be saved in His life, having been reconciled,

Rom 5:17
For if by the offense of the one death reigned through the one, much more those who receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ.

Rom 5:21
In order that just as sin reigned in death, so also grace might reign through righteousness unto eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

6.
God’s elect enjoy all the above items as their portion in Christ and announce them to others as the glad tidings— Psa. 68:11.
Psa 68:11
The Lord gives the command; / The women who bear the glad tidings are a great host.

III.
Psalm 68 reveals Christ’s ascension:
A.
“You have ascended on high”—this refers to the highest peak in the universe —v. 18; Eph. 4:8a; cf. Isa. 14:13.
Psa 68:18
You have ascended on high; You have led captive those taken captive; / You have received gifts among men, / Even the rebellious ones also, / That Jehovah God may dwell among them.

Eph 4:8a
Therefore the Scripture says, "Having ascended to the height, …"

Isa 14:13
But you, you said in your heart: / I will ascend to heaven; / Above the stars of God / I will exalt my throne. / And I will sit upon the mount of assembly / In the uttermost parts of the north.

B.
“You have led captive those taken captive”—Psa. 68:18:
1.
Those taken captive refers to the redeemed saints, who were taken captive by Satan and imprisoned before being saved by Christ’s death and resurrection.
2.
Christ defeated Satan and captured his captives (including us); then like a general leading his captives, Christ in His ascension to the heavens led us to the Father—cf. 2 Cor. 2:12-14.
2 Cor 2:12
Furthermore, when I came to Troas for the gospel of Christ and a door was open to me in the Lord,

2 Cor 2:13
I had no rest in my spirit, for I did not find Titus my brother; but taking leave of them, I went forth into Macedonia.

2 Cor 2:14
But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumph in the Christ and manifests the savor of the knowledge of Him through us in every place.

3.
The Amplified New Testament renders “He led captive those taken captive” in Ephesians 4:8 as “He led a train of vanquished foes”; in Christ’s ascension there was a procession of these vanquished foes, led as captives from a war, for the celebration of Christ’s victory.
Eph 4:8
Therefore the Scripture says, "Having ascended to the height, He led captive those taken captive and gave gifts to men."

IV.
Psalm 68 reveals Christ’s receiving the gifts:
A.
“You have received gifts among men, / Even the rebellious ones also”—we have been captured by Christ, presented by Christ to the Father, and then given to Christ by the Father as gifts—v. 18.
B.
The gifts received by Christ have become the gifted believers, whom He gave to His Body for its building up—Eph. 4:7-12.
Eph 4:7
But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of the gift of Christ.

Eph 4:8
Therefore the Scripture says, "Having ascended to the height, He led captive those taken captive and gave gifts to men."

Eph 4:9
(Now this, "He ascended," what is it except that He also descended into the lower parts of the earth?

Eph 4:10
He who descended, He is also the One who ascended far above all the heavens that He might fill all things.)

Eph 4:11
And He Himself gave some as apostles and some as prophets and some as evangelists and some as shepherds and teachers,

Eph 4:12
For the perfecting of the saints unto the work of the ministry, unto the building up of the Body of Christ,

V.
Psalm 68 reveals the building up of the dwelling place of God:
A.
“That Jehovah God may dwell among them”—the gifts as the gifted persons, the believers in Christ, are built together to be the dwelling place for God; this dwelling place signifies the church, the Body of Christ—v. 18; Eph. 4:11-12.
Psa 68:18
You have ascended on high; You have led captive those taken captive; / You have received gifts among men, / Even the rebellious ones also, / That Jehovah God may dwell among them.

Eph 4:11
And He Himself gave some as apostles and some as prophets and some as evangelists and some as shepherds and teachers,

Eph 4:12
For the perfecting of the saints unto the work of the ministry, unto the building up of the Body of Christ,

B.
“A Father to the orphans and a Judge for the widows / Is God in His holy habitation. / God causes the solitary to dwell in a household; / He brings the prisoners forth into prosperity”— God’s dwelling place is also the habitation of the believers (the needy, the solitary, and the bound ones)—Psa. 68:5-6a; Eph. 2:22.
Psa 68:5
A Father to the orphans and a Judge for the widows / Is God in His holy habitation.

Psa 68:6a
God causes the solitary to dwell in a household; / He brings the prisoners forth into prosperity; / …
Eph 2:22
In whom you also are being built together into a dwelling place of God in spirit.

C.
The “mountain on which God desires to dwell” (Psa. 68:15-16) is Mount Zion, the highest peak in the universe — cf. Rev. 14:1.
Psa 68:15
O mighty mountain, O mountain of Bashan, / O many-peaked mountain, O mountain of Bashan:

Psa 68:16
Why do you look with envy, O many-peaked mountains, / At the mountain on which God desires to dwell? / Indeed Jehovah will dwell there forever.

Rev 14:1
And I saw, and behold, the Lamb standing on Mount Zion, and with Him a hundred and forty-four thousand, having His name and the name of His Father written on their foreheads.

VI.
Psalm 68 reveals the enjoyment of God in His house:
A.
The enjoyment of God in His house comes after the building up of His dwelling place, the church—v. 18.
Psa 68:18
You have ascended on high; You have led captive those taken captive; / You have received gifts among men, / Even the rebellious ones also, / That Jehovah God may dwell among them.

B.
“Blessed be the Lord, who day by day loads us with good; / God is our salvation. Selah”—the good here is the Triune God— the dove wings covered with silver and its pinions covered with greenish-yellow, glittering gold—vv. 19, 13; Rom. 8:28; Matt. 19:17; Phil. 1:19-21a.
Psa 68:19
Blessed be the Lord, who day by day loads us with good; / God is our salvation. Selah.

Psa 68:13
Though you lie among the sheepfolds, / There are dove wings covered with silver, / And its pinions, with greenish yellow gold.

Rom 8:28
And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.

Matt 19:17
And He said to him, Why do you ask Me concerning what is good? There is only One who is good. But if you want to enter into life, keep the commandments.

Phil 1:19
For I know that for me this will turn out to salvation through your petition and the bountiful supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ,

Phil 1:20
According to my earnest expectation and hope that in nothing I will be put to shame, but with all boldness, as always, even now Christ will be magnified in my body, whether through life or through death.

Phil 1:21a
For to me, to live is Christ …
C.
“God is to us / A God of deliverance, / And with Jehovah the Lord / Are the goings forth even from death”—when we enjoy God as our saving life, we escape death—Psa. 68:20; Rom. 5:10; 2 Cor. 1:8-9; 4:16.
Psa 68:20
God is to us / A God of deliverance, / And with Jehovah the Lord / Are the goings forth even from death.

Rom 5:10
For if we, being enemies, were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more we will be saved in His life, having been reconciled,

2 Cor 1:8
For we do not want you to be ignorant, brothers, of our affliction which befell us in Asia, that we were excessively burdened, beyond our power, so that we despaired even of living.

2 Cor 1:9
Indeed we ourselves had the response of death in ourselves, that we should not base our confidence on ourselves but on God, who raises the dead;

2 Cor 4:16
Therefore we do not lose heart; but though our outer man is decaying, yet our inner man is being renewed day by day.

D.
In God’s house we also enjoy His victory over the enemies— Psa. 68:21-23; Matt. 16:18; Rom. 16:20.
Psa 68:21
Indeed God will smash / The head of His enemies, / The hairy crown / of him who goes about in his guiltiness.

Psa 68:22
The Lord said, I will bring them again from Bashan; / I will bring them again from the depths of the sea, 

Psa 68:23
That you may bathe your foot in blood, / That the tongue of your dogs may have their portion from the enemies.

Matt 16:18
And I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.

Rom 16:20
Now the God of peace will crush Satan under your feet shortly. The grace of our Lord Jesus be with you.

VII.
Psalm 68 reveals the praising of God according to His New Testament economy:
A.
“They have seen Your goings, O God, / The goings of my God, my King, in the sanctuary”—they refers to the enemies, goings refers to God’s activities, and the sanctuary signifies the church—v. 24.
B.
“Singers go before; players after; / In the midst of virgins sounding the tambourines”—virgins signifies the believers—v. 25; 2 Cor. 11:2; Phil. 4:4.
2 Cor 11:2
For I am jealous over you with a jealousy of God; for I betrothed you to one husband to present you as a pure virgin to Christ.

Phil 4:4
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice.

C.
“Bless God in the congregations, / Even Jehovah, O you who are of the fountain of Israel. / There are little Benjamin, who rules them, / And the princes of Judah in their company, / The princes of Zebulun, the princes of Naphtali. / Your God has commanded your strength; / Strengthen, O God, that which You have done for us”—Psa. 68:26-28.
D.
In the praise rendered to God by His elect, there is portrayed a scenery in typology concerning God’s New Testament economy in the accomplishment of God’s redemption for His salvation by Christ and in the spreading of the glad tidings of Christ’s accomplishment with the beautiful words of the gospel:
1.
Psalm 68:27 speaks of “little Benjamin”:
Psa 68:27
There are little Benjamin, who rules them, / And the princes of Judah in their company, / The princes of Zebulun, the princes of Naphtali.

a.
As the son of sorrows, Ben-oni, Benjamin typifies Christ, who, as the man of sorrows in His incarnation and human life on earth, accomplished God’s eternal redemption for His full salvation— Gen. 35:18a; Isa. 53:3.
Gen 35:18a
And as her soul was departing (for she died), she called his name Ben-oni; …
Isa 53:3
He was despised and forsaken of men, / A man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; / And like one from whom men hide their faces, / He was despised; and we did not esteem Him.

b.
As the son of the right hand, Benjamin typifies Christ, who, as the Son of the right hand of God in His resurrection, victory, and ascension, ministers in the heavens to carry out the application of God’s redemption for His salvation— Gen. 35:18b; Heb. 1:3; 5:5-10; 7:25; 8:2.
Gen 35:18b
… but his father called him Benjamin.

Heb 1:3
Who, being the effulgence of His glory and the impress of His substance and upholding and bearing all things by the word of His power, having made purification of sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high;

Heb 5:5
So also Christ did not glorify Himself in becoming a High Priest, but it was He who said to Him, "You are My Son; this day have I begotten You";

Heb 5:6
Even as also in another place He says, "You are a Priest forever according to the order of Melchisedec."

Heb 5:7
This One, in the days of His flesh, having offered up both petitions and supplications with strong crying and tears to Him who was able to save Him out of death and having been heard because of His piety,

Heb 5:8
Even though He was a Son, learned obedience from the things which He suffered.

Heb 5:9
And having been perfected, He became to all those who obey Him the source of eternal salvation,

Heb 5:10
Being addressed by God as a High Priest according to the order of Melchisedec;

Heb 7:25
Hence also He is able to save to the uttermost those who come forward to God through Him, since He lives always to intercede for them.

Heb 8:2
A Minister of the holy places, even of the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, not man.

2.
Psalm 68:27 speaks of “the princes of Judah”:
Psa 68:27
There are little Benjamin, who rules them, / And the princes of Judah in their company, / The princes of Zebulun, the princes of Naphtali.

a.
Judah typifies Christ as the victory for God’s people (the lion with the power and the scepter) and the peace (Shiloh) to God’s people —Rev. 5:5a; Gen. 49:8-12.
Rev 5:5a
And one of the elders said to me, Do not weep; behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, …
Gen 49:8
Judah, your brothers will praise you; / Your hand will be on the neck of your enemies; / Your father's sons will bow down before you.

Gen 49:9
Judah is a young lion; / From the prey, my son, you have gone up. / He couches, he stretches out like a lion, / And like a lioness; who will rouse him up?

Gen 49:10
The scepter will not depart from Judah, / Nor the ruler's staff from between his feet, / Until Shiloh comes, / And to Him shall be the obedience of the peoples.

Gen 49:11
Binding his foal to the vine, / And his donkey's colt to the choice vine, / He washes his garment in wine, / And his robe in the blood of grapes.

Gen 49:12
Dark are his eyes with wine, / And white are his teeth with milk.

b.
Judah reveals the victory of Christ (vv. 8-9), the kingdom of Christ (v. 10), and the enjoyment and rest in Christ (vv. 11-12).
Gen 49:8-12  (be omitted.)

c.
Judah, as the kingly tribe, was accompanied always by Benjamin, as a warrior tribe, for God’s kingdom on the earth—v. 27; Rom. 5:17.
Gen 49:27
Benjamin is a ravenous wolf, / In the morning devouring the prey / And in the evening dividing the spoil.

Rom 5:17
For if by the offense of the one death reigned through the one, much more those who receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ.

3.
Psalm 68:27 speaks of “the princes of Zebulun”:
Psa 68:27
There are little Benjamin, who rules them, / And the princes of Judah in their company, / The princes of Zebulun, the princes of Naphtali.

a.
Dwelling at the shore of the sea (Galilee) and being a shore for ships (Gen. 49:13), Zebulun typifies Christ as the “shore” of the evangelists for the transportation and spreading in the preaching of God’s gospel.
Gen 49:13
Zebulun will dwell at the shore of the sea, / And he will be a shore for ships, / And his flank will be toward Sidon.

b.
On the day of Pentecost, at least one hundred twenty gospel “ships,” all of whom were Galileans, set out to spread the gospel—Acts 1:8, 11; 2:2-41.
Acts 1:8
But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and unto the uttermost part of the earth.

Acts 1:11
Who also said, Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you beheld Him going into heaven.

Acts 2:2
And suddenly there was a sound out of heaven, as of a rushing violent wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting.

Acts 2:3
And there appeared to them tongues as of fire, which were distributed; and it sat on each one of them;

Acts 2:4
And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in different tongues, even as the Spirit gave to them to speak forth.

Acts 2:5
Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men, from every nation under heaven.

Acts 2:6
And when this sound occurred, the multitude came together and was confounded because each one heard them speaking in his own dialect.

Acts 2:7
And they were amazed and marveled, saying, Behold, are not all these who are speaking Galileans?

Acts 2:8
And how is it that we each hear them in our own dialect in which we were born?

Acts 2:9
Parthians and Medes and Elamites and those dwelling in Mesopotamia, both in Judea and Cappadocia, in Pontus and Asia,

Acts 2:10
Both in Phrygia and Pamphylia, in Egypt and the parts of Libya around Cyrene, and the sojourning of Rome, both Jews and proselytes,

Acts 2:11
Cretans and Arabians, we hear them speaking in our tongues the magnificent works of God?

Acts 2:12
And they were all amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, What does this mean?

Acts 2:13
But others jeered and said, They are full of new wine!

Acts 2:14
But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and spoke forth to them: Men of Judea, and all who are dwelling in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and give ear to my words.

Acts 2:15
For these men are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is the third hour of the day;

Acts 2:16
But this is what is spoken through the prophet Joel:

Acts 2:17
"And it shall be in the last days, says God, that I will pour out of My Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream things in dreams;

Acts 2:18
And indeed upon My slaves, both men and women, I will pour out of My Spirit in those days, and they shall prophesy.

Acts 2:19
And I will show wonders in heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood and fire and vapor of smoke.

Acts 2:20
The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and notable day of the Lord comes.

Acts 2:21
And it shall be that everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved."

Acts 2:22
Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus the Nazarene, a man shown by God to you to be approved by works of power and wonders and signs, which God did through Him in your midst, even as you yourselves know-

Acts 2:23
This man, delivered up by the determined counsel and foreknowledge of God, you, through the hand of lawless men, nailed to a cross and killed;

Acts 2:24
Whom God has raised up, having loosed the pangs of death, since it was not possible for Him to be held by it.

Acts 2:25
For David says regarding Him, "I saw the Lord continually before me, because He is on my right hand, that I may not be shaken.

Acts 2:26
Therefore my heart was made glad and my tongue exulted; moreover, also my flesh will rest in hope,

Acts 2:27
Because You will not abandon my soul to Hades, nor will you permit Your Holy One to see corruption.

Acts 2:28
You have made known to me the ways of life; You will make me full of gladness with Your presence."

Acts 2:29
Men, brothers, I can say to you plainly concerning the patriarch David that he both deceased and was buried, and his tomb is among us until this day.

Acts 2:30
Therefore, being a prophet and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him to seat One from the fruit of his loins upon his throne,

Acts 2:31
He, seeing this beforehand, spoke concerning the resurrection of the Christ, that neither was He abandoned to Hades, nor did His flesh see corruption.

Acts 2:32
This Jesus God has raised up, of which we all are witnesses.

Acts 2:33
Therefore having been exalted to the right hand of God and having received the promise of the Holy Spirit from the Father, He has poured out this which you both see and hear.

Acts 2:34
For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he himself says, "The Lord said to my Lord, Sit at My right hand

Acts 2:35
Until I set Your enemies as a footstool for Your feet."

Acts 2:36
Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made Him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you have crucified.

Acts 2:37
And when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and they said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, What should we do, brothers?

Acts 2:38
And Peter said to them, Repent and each one of you be baptized upon the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

Acts 2:39
For to you is the promise and to your children, and to all who are far off, as many as the Lord our God calls to Himself.

Acts 2:40
And with many other words he solemnly testified and exhorted them, saying, Be saved from this crooked generation.

Acts 2:41
Those then who received his word were baptized, and there were added on that day about three thousand souls.

4.
Psalm 68:27 speaks of “the princes of Naphtali”:
Psa 68:27
There are little Benjamin, who rules them, / And the princes of Judah in their company, / The princes of Zebulun, the princes of Naphtali.

a.
Naphtali typifies Christ as the One who is released from death in resurrection, signified by the “hind let loose” (Gen. 49:21; Psa. 22, title; 18:33; S. S. 2:8-9), and gives beautiful words for the preaching of His gospel (Matt. 28:18-20).
Gen 49:21
Naphtali is a hind let loose; / He gives beautiful words.

Psa 22 Title
To the choir director: according to the hind of the dawn. A Psalm of David

Psa 18:33
Who makes my feet like hinds' feet / And sets me on my high places, 

S.S. 2:8
The voice of my beloved! Now he comes, / Leaping upon the mountains, / Skipping upon the hills.

S.S. 2:9
My beloved is like a gazelle or a young hart. / Now he stands behind our wall; / He is looking through the windows, / He is glancing through the lattice.

Matt 28:18
And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.

Matt 28:19
Go therefore and disciple all the nations, baptizing them into the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,

Matt 28:20
Teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you all the days until the consummation of the age.

b.
People of both Zebulun and Naphtali were men of Galilee (4:12-17; Acts 1:11), from whom the gospel of Christ has been spread, preached, and propagated.
Matt 4:12
Now when He heard that John was delivered up, He withdrew into Galilee.

Matt 4:13
And leaving Nazareth, He came and dwelt in Capernaum, which is beside the sea in the borders of Zebulun and Naphtali,

Matt 4:14
In order that what was spoken through Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled, saying,

Matt 4:15
"Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, the way to the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles:

Matt 4:16
The people sitting in darkness have seen a great light; and to those sitting in the region and shadow of death, to them light has risen."

Matt 4:17
From that time Jesus began to proclaim and to say, Repent, for the kingdom of the heavens has drawn near.

Acts 1:11
Who also said, Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you beheld Him going into heaven.

c.
In typology Zebulun and Naphtali form a group for the spreading and the propagating of the glad tidings of Christ’s redemption for God’s salvation.
VIII.
Psalm 68 reveals the spreading from the temple into the city of God:
A.
“Strengthen, O God, that which You have done for us. / Because of Your temple at Jerusalem”—following God’s strengthening of what He has done for His elect, the influence of the enjoyment of God in His house spreads to the entire city of Jerusalem—vv. 28b-29a; cf. Eph. 3:16-17a; John 16:13; Rev. 4:5; 5:6.
Psa 68:28b
… Strengthen, O God, that which You have done for us.

Psa 68:29a
Because of Your temple at Jerusalem, …
Eph 3:16
That He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with power through His Spirit into the inner man,

Eph 3:17a
That Christ may make His home in your hearts through faith, …
John 16:13
But when He, the Spirit of reality, comes, He will guide you into all the reality; for He will not speak from Himself, but what He hears He will speak; and He will declare to you the things that are coming.

Rev 4:5
And out of the throne come forth lightnings and voices and thunders. And there were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God;

Rev 5:6
And I saw in the midst of the throne and of the four living creatures and in the midst of the elders a Lamb standing as having just been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth.

B.
The house of God signifies the local church, and the city of Jerusalem signifies the kingdom, the strengthening and safeguard of the church.
IX.
Psalm 68 reveals the gaining of the earth for God:
A.
The influence of the enjoyment of God will gain the whole earth for God—vv. 29b-31; Matt. 19:28; Isa. 2:2-3; Zech. 14:16-17; Rev. 21:24.
Psa 68:29b
… Kings will bring a gift to You.

Psa 68:30
Rebuke the animals of the reeds, / The herd of the bulls among the calves of the peoples, / Trampling on those who lust after silver; / Scatter the peoples who take delight in war.

Psa 68:31
Nobles will come out of Egypt; / Cush will quickly stretch out its hands to God.

Matt 19:28
And Jesus said to them, Truly I say to you that you who have followed Me, in the restoration, when the Son of Man sits on the throne of His glory, you also shall sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

Isa 2:2
But in the last days / The mountain of the house of Jehovah will be established / On the top of the mountains; / And it will be lifted up among the hills; / And all the nations will stream to it, 

Isa 2:3
And many peoples will come and say, / Come and let us go up to the mountain of Jehovah, / To the house of the God of Jacob, / That He may instruct us in His ways, / And that we may walk in His paths. / For from Zion will go forth instruction, / And the word of Jehovah from Jerusalem;

Zech 14:16
And everyone left from all the nations that went forth against Jerusalem will go up from year to year to worship the King, Jehovah of hosts, and to keep the Feast of Tabernacles.

Zech 14:17
And whichever of the families of the earth does not go up to Jerusalem to worship the King, Jehovah of hosts, upon them there will be no rain.

Rev 21:24
And the nations will walk by its light; and the kings of the earth bring their glory into it.

B.
The kingdoms of the earth are charged to praise God—Psa. 68:32-34.
Psa 68:32
O kingdoms of the earth, / Sing to God, / Sing psalms to the Lord, Selah. 

Psa 68:33
To Him who rides upon the ancient heaven of heavens. / Behold, He utters His voice, a mighty voice.

Psa 68:34
Ascribe strength to God; / His excellence is over Israel, / And His strength is in the skies.

C.
The psalmist concludes by praising and blessing God—v. 35.
Psa 68:35
You are awesome, O God, from Your sanctuaries. / The God of Israel, He gives strength and power to the people. / Blessed be God!

CRYSTALLIZATION-STUDY OUTLINES

THE PSALMS (1)

Message Eleven
Christ in His Sufferings and
Christ as the Factor
to Enact God’s New Testament Economy
Scripture Reading: Psa. 69; 40:6-8
Psa 69 Title
To the choir director: according to Shoshannim. of David

Psa 69:1
Save me, O God; for the waters / Threaten my life.

Psa 69:2
I sink in deep mire, / And there is no place to stand; / I have come to the depths of water, / And the flood flows over me.

Psa 69:3
I am weary of my crying; / My throat is parched; / My eyes fail / While I wait for my God.

Psa 69:4
More numerous than the hairs of my head / Are those who hate me without cause; / Mighty are those who would destroy me, / Those who are wrongly my enemies. / What I did not steal, / I must then restore.

Psa 69:5
O God, You know my foolishness, / And my sins of guilt are not hidden from You.

Psa 69:6
Do not let those who wait on You be put to shame because of me, / O Lord Jehovah of hosts; / Do not let those who seek You be humiliated because of me, / O God of Israel.

Psa 69:7
Because for Your sake I have borne reproach; / Humiliation has covered my face.

Psa 69:8
I have become a stranger to my brothers, / And a foreigner to my mother's children.

Psa 69:9
For the zeal of Your house has devoured me, / And the reproaches of those who reproach You have fallen on me.

Psa 69:10
When I wept, when my soul was in fasting, / That became a reproach to me.

Psa 69:11
When I made sackcloth my clothing, / I became a proverb to them.

Psa 69:12
Those who sit in the gate talk about me, / And I am the mocking song of those who drink liquor.

Psa 69:13
But as for me, my prayer is to You, / O Jehovah, in an acceptable time; / O God, in the abundance of Your lovingkindness answer me, / In the faithfulness of Your salvation.

Psa 69:14
Deliver me out of the mire, and let me not sink; / May I be delivered from those who hate me, / And out of the depths of water.

Psa 69:15
Do not let the flood of water flow over me, / Nor let the deep swallow me, / Nor let the pit close its mouth over me.

Psa 69:16
Answer me, O Jehovah; for Your lovingkindness is good; / According to the abundance of Your compassions turn to me.

Psa 69:17
And do not hide Your face from Your servant, / For I am in distress; hurry and answer me.

Psa 69:18
Draw near to my soul; redeem it; / Ransom me because of my enemies.

Psa 69:19
You know my reproach / And my shame and my humiliation; / All my adversaries are before You.

Psa 69:20
Reproach has broken my heart, / And I am sick; / I looked for pity, but there was none; / And for comforters, but I found none.

Psa 69:21
But they gave me gall for my food, / And for my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink.

Psa 69:22
May their table become a snare before them / And a trap when they are at peace.

Psa 69:23
May their eyes be darkened so that they cannot see; / And make their loins shake continually.

Psa 69:24
Pour out Your indignation upon them; / And may the burning fierceness of Your anger overtake them.

Psa 69:25
May their camp be desolate; / May there be no one to dwell in their tents.

Psa 69:26
For they persecute him whom You have stricken, / And they recount the pain of those whom You have wounded.

Psa 69:27
Add iniquity to their iniquity, / And do not let them come into Your righteousness.

Psa 69:28
May they be blotted out of the book of life, / And may they not be written with the righteous.

Psa 69:29
But I am poor and pained; / May Your salvation, O God, set me on high.

Psa 69:30
I will praise the name of God with a song / And will magnify Him with thanksgiving;

Psa 69:31
And it will be better to Jehovah than an ox / Or a bull with horns and hooves.

Psa 69:32
The meek have seen it; they rejoice. / You who seek God, let your heart revive.

Psa 69:33
For Jehovah listens to the needy, / And He does not despise His prisoners.

Psa 69:34
Let the heavens and the earth praise Him, / The seas and everything that moves in them.

Psa 69:35
For God will save Zion / And build the cities of Judah; / And they will abide there and possess it.

Psa 69:36
And the seed of His servants will inherit it, / And those who love His name will dwell in it. 

Psa 40:6
You do not delight in sacrifice and offering; / You have prepared ears for Me; / You do not require burnt offering and sin offering.

Psa 40:7
Then I said, / Behold, I have come; / In the scroll of the book / It is written concerning Me.

Psa 40:8
I delight in doing Your will, O My God; / Indeed Your law is within My inward parts.

I.
Psalm 69 is on the suffering Christ, typified by the suffering David—vv. 1-3, 19-20, 26:
Psa 69:1
Save me, O God; for the waters / Threaten my life.

Psa 69:2
I sink in deep mire, / And there is no place to stand; / I have come to the depths of water, / And the flood flows over me.

Psa 69:3
I am weary of my crying; / My throat is parched; / My eyes fail / While I wait for my God.

Psa 69:19
You know my reproach / And my shame and my humiliation; / All my adversaries are before You.

Psa 69:20
Reproach has broken my heart, / And I am sick; / I looked for pity, but there was none; / And for comforters, but I found none.

Psa 69:26
For they persecute him whom You have stricken, / And they recount the pain of those whom You have wounded.

A.
David was a warrior who won victories and gained territories for God’s kingdom, yet his life was a life of suffering, and in his suffering he was a type of the suffering Christ:
1.
David trusted in God and walked according to God’s sovereignty in all his trials; under God’s sovereignty, David took the lessons of the cross—1 Sam. 17:36-37; 23:14-16; 30:6b-10.
1 Sam 17:36
Both the lion and the bear did your servant strike; and this uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of them, for he has defied the ranks of the living God.

1 Sam 17:37
And David said, Jehovah, who delivered me from the paw of the lion and from the paw of the bear, He will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine. And Saul said to David, Go, and may Jehovah be with you.

1 Sam 23:14
And David remained in the wilderness in strongholds, and he remained in the hill country in the wilderness of Ziph. And Saul sought him every day, but God did not deliver him into his hand.

1 Sam 23:15
And David saw that Saul went forth to seek his life, and David was in the wilderness of Ziph at Horesh.

1 Sam 23:16
Then Jonathan the son of Saul rose up and went to David at Horesh, and he strengthened his hand in God.

1 Sam 30:6b
… But David strengthened himself in Jehovah his God.

1 Sam 30:7
And David said to Abiathar the priest, the son of Ahimelech, Bring the ephod to me. So Abiathar brought the ephod to David.

1 Sam 30:8
And David inquired of Jehovah, saying, Shall I pursue after this band? Will I overtake them? And He said to him, Pursue, for you will certainly overtake them, and you will certainly deliver them.

1 Sam 30:9
So David went, he and the six hundred men who were with him; and they came to the brook Besor, where those who were left stayed behind.

1 Sam 30:10
And David pursued, he and four hundred men; for two hundred stayed behind, who were too exhausted to cross over the brook Besor.

2.
We all need to learn two vital lessons—the lesson of God’s sovereignty and the lesson of taking the cross with the power of resurrection—Rom. 8:28; Phil. 3:10.
Rom 8:28
And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.

Phil 3:10
To know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death,

B.
Psalm 69 speaks of Christ’s sufferings in a detailed way:
1.
Christ was hated by many without cause—v. 4a; John 15:25.
Psa 69:4a
More numerous than the hairs of my head / Are those who hate me without cause; …
John 15:25
But it is so that the word written in their law may be fulfilled, "They hated Me without cause."
2.
Christ suffered in bearing reproaches for the sake of God— Psa. 69:7a, 9b; Rom. 15:3.
Psa 69:7a
Because for Your sake I have borne reproach; …
Psa 69:9b
… And the reproaches of those who reproach You have fallen on me.

Rom 15:3
For Christ also did not please Himself, but as it is written, "The reproaches of those who reproached You fell upon Me."

3.
Christ was devoured by the zeal of God’s house—Psa. 69:9a; John 2:17.
Psa 69:9a
For the zeal of Your house has devoured me, …
John 2:17
His disciples remembered that it was written, "The zeal of Your house shall devour Me."

4.
Christ suffered much, and no one took pity on Him—Psa. 69:29a, 19-20; John 16:32.
Psa 69:29a
But I am poor and pained; …
Psa 69:19
You know my reproach / And my shame and my humiliation; / All my adversaries are before You.

Psa 69:20
Reproach has broken my heart, / And I am sick; / I looked for pity, but there was none; / And for comforters, but I found none.

John 16:32
Behold, an hour is coming, and has come, that you will be scattered each to his own place and will leave Me alone; yet I am not alone, because the Father is with Me.

5.
Christ suffered in His weeping and entreating God to deliver Him out of the waters of death—Psa. 69:10, 13-17, 1-2; Heb. 5:7.
Psa 69:10
When I wept, when my soul was in fasting, / That became a reproach to me.

Psa 69:13
But as for me, my prayer is to You, / O Jehovah, in an acceptable time; / O God, in the abundance of Your lovingkindness answer me, / In the faithfulness of Your salvation.

Psa 69:14
Deliver me out of the mire, and let me not sink; / May I be delivered from those who hate me, / And out of the depths of water.

Psa 69:15
Do not let the flood of water flow over me, / Nor let the deep swallow me, / Nor let the pit close its mouth over me.

Psa 69:16
Answer me, O Jehovah; for Your lovingkindness is good; / According to the abundance of Your compassions turn to me.

Psa 69:17
And do not hide Your face from Your servant, / For I am in distress; hurry and answer me.

Psa 69:1
Save me, O God; for the waters / Threaten my life.

Psa 69:2
I sink in deep mire, / And there is no place to stand; / I have come to the depths of water, / And the flood flows over me.

Heb 5:7
This One, in the days of His flesh, having offered up both petitions and supplications with strong crying and tears to Him who was able to save Him out of death and having been heard because of His piety,

6.
Christ was given gall as His food while He was suffering on the cross—Psa. 69:21a; Matt. 27:34.
Psa 69:21a
But they gave me gall for my food, …
Matt 27:34
They gave Him wine to drink, mingled with gall. And when He tasted it, He would not drink.
7.
Christ in His thirst on the cross was given vinegar to drink— Psa. 69:21b; John 19:28-30.
Psa 69:21b
… And for my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink.

John 19:28
After this, Jesus, knowing that all things had now been finished and so that the Scripture might be fulfilled, said, I thirst.

John 19:29
There was lying there a vessel full of vinegar; therefore, they put a sponge full of vinegar on hyssop and brought it to His mouth.

John 19:30
Then when Jesus had taken the vinegar, He said, It is finished! And He bowed His head and delivered up His spirit.

8.
Christ was stricken and wounded by God—Psa. 69:26; Isa. 53:10a.
Psa 69:26
For they persecute him whom You have stricken, / And they recount the pain of those whom You have wounded.

Isa 53:10a
But Jehovah was pleased to crush Him, to afflict Him with grief. …
9.
Christ was betrayed by one of His disciples—Psa. 69:25; Acts 1:16-20a.
Psa 69:25
May their camp be desolate; / May there be no one to dwell in their tents.

Acts 1:16
Men, brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke before through the mouth of David concerning Judas, who became a guide to those who seized Jesus;

Acts 1:17
For he was numbered among us and was allotted his portion of this ministry.

Acts 1:18
(Now this man acquired a piece of land with the wages of unrighteousness; and falling headlong, he burst in the middle, and all his inward parts gushed out.

Acts 1:19
And it became known to all those dwelling in Jerusalem, so that that piece of land was called in their own dialect, Akeldamach, that is, Field of Blood.)

Acts 1:20a
For it is written in the book of Psalms, "Let his habitation become desolate, and let no one dwell in it"; …
10.
Christ’s suffering was for Zion and for the building of the cities of God’s people —Psa. 69:35-36; Eph. 5:25b.
Psa 69:35
For God will save Zion / And build the cities of Judah; / And they will abide there and possess it.

Psa 69:36
And the seed of His servants will inherit it, / And those who love His name will dwell in it. 

Eph 5:25b
… Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her

C.
The Lord Jesus has set His suffering life before us so that we can copy it by tracing and following His steps—1 Pet. 2:21-23:
1 Pet 2:21
For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered on your behalf, leaving you a model so that you may follow in His steps;

1 Pet 2:22
Who committed no sin, nor was guile found in His mouth;

1 Pet 2:23
Who being reviled did not revile in return; suffering, He did not threaten but kept committing all to Him who judges righteously;

1.
The Lord kept committing all His insults and injuries to Him who judges righteously in His government, the righteous God, to whom He submitted Himself; this indicates that the Lord recognized God’s government while He was living a human life on earth—vv. 22-23.
1 Pet 2:22
Who committed no sin, nor was guile found in His mouth;

1 Pet 2:23
Who being reviled did not revile in return; suffering, He did not threaten but kept committing all to Him who judges righteously;

2.
To follow His steps does not refer to a mere imitation of Him and His life but to a reproduction of Him that comes from enjoying Him as grace in our sufferings, so that He Himself as the indwelling Spirit, with all the riches of His life, reproduces Himself in us—v. 21.
1 Pet 2:21
For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered on your behalf, leaving you a model so that you may follow in His steps;

D.
The ministry of the new covenant is produced in the new covenant ministers by the experiences of the riches of Christ gained through sufferings, consuming pressures, and the killing work of the cross—2 Cor. 1:8; 4:8-12.
2 Cor 1:8
For we do not want you to be ignorant, brothers, of our affliction which befell us in Asia, that we were excessively burdened, beyond our power, so that we despaired even of living.

2 Cor 4:8
We are pressed on every side but not constricted; unable to find a way out but not utterly without a way out;

2 Cor 4:9
Persecuted but not abandoned; cast down but not destroyed;

2 Cor 4:10
Always bearing about in the body the putting to death of Jesus that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body.

2 Cor 4:11
For we who are alive are always being delivered unto death for Jesus' sake that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh.

2 Cor 4:12
So then death operates in us, but life in you.

E.
The apostles and the believers need to fill up “that which is lacking of the afflictions of Christ…for His Body, which is the church”— Col. 1:24:
Col 1:24
I now rejoice in my sufferings on your behalf and fill up on my part that which is lacking of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for His Body, which is the church;

1.
The afflictions of Christ are of two categories: those for accomplishing redemption and those for producing and building up the church through the release of the divine life — John 12:24.
John 12:24
Truly, truly, I say to you, Unless the grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it abides alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.

2.
We cannot have fellowship (participation) in Christ’s sufferings for redemption, but we need to have much fellowship in Christ’s sufferings for the church; the sufferings in which we participate are for the building up of the Body of Christ— Col. 1:24; Phil. 3:10.

Col 1:24
I now rejoice in my sufferings on your behalf and fill up on my part that which is lacking of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for His Body, which is the church;

Phil 3:10
To know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death,

II.
Christ is the factor to enact God’s New Testament economy—Psa. 40:6-8:
Psa 40:6
You do not delight in sacrifice and offering; / You have prepared ears for Me; / You do not require burnt offering and sin offering.

Psa 40:7
Then I said, / Behold, I have come; / In the scroll of the book / It is written concerning Me.

Psa 40:8
I delight in doing Your will, O My God; / Indeed Your law is within My inward parts.

A. The prophecy in Psalm 40:6-8 is one of the greatest revelations concerning the all-inclusive Christ in the commission that God committed to Christ in His first coming through incarnation, which was to put away the animal sacrifices of the old covenant and to establish Himself, in His body, as the sacrifice of the new covenant—Heb. 10:7, 9-10.
Heb 10:7
Then I said, Behold, I have come (in the roll of the book it is written concerning Me) to do Your will, O God."

Heb 10:9
He then has said, "Behold, I have come to do Your will." He takes away the first that He may establish the second,

Heb 10:10
By which will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.

B.
This is to terminate God’s Old Testament economy and to initiate God’s New Testament economy, in which Christ replaces all the offerings as well as all things, all matters, and all persons— cf. Matt. 17:4-8; Col. 2:16-17; 3:10-11.
Matt 17:4
And Peter answered and said to Jesus, Lord, it is good for us to be here; if You are willing, I will make three tents here, one for You and one for Moses and one for Elijah.

Matt 17:5
While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and behold, a voice out of the cloud, saying, This is My Son, the Beloved, in whom I have found My delight. Hear Him!

Matt 17:6
And when the disciples heard this, they fell on their face and were greatly frightened.

Matt 17:7
And Jesus came to them and touched them and said, Arise, and do not be afraid.

Matt 17:8
And when they lifted up their eyes, they saw no one except Jesus Himself alone.

Col 2:16
Let no one therefore judge you in eating and in drinking or in respect of a feast or of a new moon or of the Sabbath,

Col 2:17
Which are a shadow of the things to come, but the body is of Christ.

Col 3:10
And have put on the new man, which is being renewed unto full knowledge according to the image of Him who created him,

Col 3:11
Where there cannot be Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free man, but Christ is all and in all.

C.
The prophecy concerning Christ in Psalm 40:6-8 is the goal and destination of the revelation of Christ in Psalms 2, 8, 16, and 22 through 24:
Psa 40:6
You do not delight in sacrifice and offering; / You have prepared ears for Me; / You do not require burnt offering and sin offering.

Psa 40:7
Then I said, / Behold, I have come; / In the scroll of the book / It is written concerning Me.

Psa 40:8
I delight in doing Your will, O My God; / Indeed Your law is within My inward parts.

Psa 2, 8, 16, 22-24  (be omitted.)
1.
The words I have come in Psalm 40:7 indicate Christ’s first coming through His incarnation for the establishing of the new testament (covenant) by Himself as the enacting sacrifice and offering—Matt. 26:28.
Psa 40:7
Then I said, / Behold, I have come; / In the scroll of the book / It is written concerning Me.

Matt 26:28
For this is My blood of the covenant, which is being poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.

2.
A sacrifice is for sin and sins before God, and an offering is for fellowship with God—Psa. 40:6:
Psa 40:6
You do not delight in sacrifice and offering; / You have prepared ears for Me; / You do not require burnt offering and sin offering.

a.
These two things were the elements upon which the old covenant was established, and the old covenant was the centrality and universality of God’s economy in the Old Testament—Exo. 24:1-8.
Exo 24:1
Then He said to Moses, Come up to Jehovah, you and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel; and worship at a distance.

Exo 24:2
And Moses alone shall come near to Jehovah, but they shall not come near, nor shall the people come up with him.

Exo 24:3
And Moses came and told the people all the words of Jehovah and all the ordinances; and all the people answered with one voice and said, All the words which Jehovah has spoken we will do.

Exo 24:4
And Moses wrote down all the words of Jehovah, and he rose up early in the morning and built an altar at the base of the mountain and twelve pillars for the twelve tribes of Israel.

Exo 24:5
And he sent young men of the children of Israel, who offered burnt offerings and sacrificed peace offerings of bulls to Jehovah.

Exo 24:6
And Moses took half of the blood and put it in basins, and half of the blood he sprinkled on the altar.

Exo 24:7
And he took the book of the covenant and read it in the hearing of the people; and they said, All that Jehovah has spoken we will do, and we will be obedient.

Exo 24:8
So Moses took the blood and sprinkled it on the people and said, Here is the blood of the covenant, which Jehovah has made with you in accordance with all these words.

b.
God’s not delighting in and not requiring sacrifice and offering points to the termination of His economy in the Old Testament; this is the importance and the greatness of this prophecy—Psa. 40:6.
Psa 40:6
You do not delight in sacrifice and offering; / You have prepared ears for Me; / You do not require burnt offering and sin offering.

3.
In this prophecy Christ comes through incarnation to terminate God’s old economy and initiate God’s new economy, His New Testament economy, by replacing the animal sacrifices and establishing Himself as the unique sacrifice of the new covenant—Heb. 10:5-9.
Heb 10:5
Therefore, coming into the world, He says, "Sacrifice and offering You did not desire, but a body You have prepared for Me.

Heb 10:6
In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin You did not delight.

Heb 10:7
Then I said, Behold, I have come (in the roll of the book it is written concerning Me) to do Your will, O God."

Heb 10:8
Saying above, "Sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin You did not desire nor delight in" (which are offered according to the law),

Heb 10:9
He then has said, "Behold, I have come to do Your will." He takes away the first that He may establish the second,

4.
As such a unique sacrifice, Christ is the factor to enact God’s New Testament economy that He may be the centrality and universality for the producing and building up of the church as His organic Body, which will consummate in the New Jerusalem—Matt. 16:18; Eph. 4:16; Rev. 21:2, 10-11.
Matt 16:18
And I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.

Eph 4:16
Out from whom all the Body, being joined together and being knit together through every joint of the rich supply and through the operation in the measure of each one part, causes the growth of the Body unto the building up of itself in love.

Rev 21:2
And I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.

Rev 21:10
And he carried me away in spirit onto a great and high mountain and showed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,

Rev 21:11
Having the glory of God. Her light was like a most precious stone, like a jasper stone, as clear as crystal.

5.
Christ has changed the age for the consummating of God’s new creation out of God’s old creation; His changing of the age is greater than the creation of the universe —2 Cor. 5:17; Gal. 6:15.
2 Cor 5:17
So then if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old things have passed away; behold, they have become new.

Gal 6:15
For neither is circumcision anything nor uncircumcision, but a new creation is what matters.
CRYSTALLIZATION-STUDY OUTLINES

THE PSALMS (1)

Message Twelve
The Reigning Christ Recovering the Earth by Watering
Scripture Reading: Psa. 72
Psa 72 Title
Of Solomon

Psa 72:1
O God, give Your judgments to the king, / And Your righteousness to the son of the king.

Psa 72:2
He will judge Your people in righteousness, / And Your poor with justice.

Psa 72:3
The mountains will bear peace to the people, / And the hills, in righteousness.

Psa 72:4
He will judge the poor of the people; / He will save the children of the needy / And crush the oppressor.

Psa 72:5
They will fear You as long as the sun endures / And as long as the moon endures / Throughout the generations.

Psa 72:6
He will drop like rain upon mown grass, / Like abundant showers dripping on the earth.

Psa 72:7
In His days the righteous will flourish, / And there will be an abundance of peace / Until the moon is no more.

Psa 72:8
And He will have dominion from sea to sea / And from the River unto the ends of the earth.

Psa 72:9
The desert dwellers will bow down before Him, / And His enemies will lick the dust.

Psa 72:10
The kings of Tarshish and of the coastlands / Will pay tribute; / The kings of Sheba and Seba / Will present gifts.

Psa 72:11
And all the kings will bow down before Him; / All the nations will serve Him.

Psa 72:12
For He will deliver the needy man when he cries, / And the poor man who has no one to help him.

Psa 72:13
He will have pity on the weak and needy, / And the souls of the needy He will save.

Psa 72:14
From oppression and violence / He will redeem their soul, / And their blood will be precious in His sight.

Psa 72:15
So He shall live and to Him shall be given / The gold of Sheba; / And prayer shall be made continually for Him; / He shall be blessed all the day long.

Psa 72:16
There will be an abundance of grain on the earth, / Even at the tops of the mountains. / Its fruit will wave like the forests of Lebanon, / And those of the city will blossom like the foliage of the earth.

Psa 72:17
His name will be forever; / As long as the sun endures, His name will spread; / And men will be blessed in Him; / All the nations will call Him blessed.

Psa 72:18
Blessed be Jehovah God, the God of Israel, / Who alone does wondrous deeds;

Psa 72:19
And blessed be His glorious name forever; / And may His glory fill the whole earth. / Amen and Amen.

Psa 72:20
The prayers of David the son of Jesse are ended. 

I.
At His second coming, Christ will take possession of the earth, which has been given to Him as His possession, and will establish God’s kingdom on the whole earth, thus recovering God’s right over the earth—Psa. 24:1:
Psa 24:1
The earth is Jehovah's, and its fullness, / The habitable land and those who dwell in it.

A.
Psalm 24:7-10 unveils the victorious Christ as the coming King in God’s eternal kingdom.
Psa 24:7
Lift up your heads, O gates; / And be lifted up, O long enduring doors; / And the King of glory will come in.

Psa 24:8
Who is the King of glory? / Jehovah strong and mighty! / Jehovah mighty in battle!

Psa 24:9
Lift up your heads, O gates; / And lift up, O long enduring doors; / And the King of glory will come in.

Psa 24:10
Who is this King of glory? / Jehovah of hosts - / He is the King of glory! Selah. 

B.
The King of glory is Jehovah of hosts, the consummated Triune God embodied in the victorious and coming Christ—vv. 7-10; Luke 21:27; Matt. 25:31:
Psa 24:7-10
(be omitted.)

Luke 21:27
And then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.

Matt 25:31
But when the Son of Man comes in His glory and all the angels with Him, at that time He will sit on the throne of His glory.

1.
Jehovah is Jesus (1:21 and footnote), and Jesus is the incarnated, crucified, and resurrected Triune God, who is strong in fighting and is victorious—Rev. 5:5.
Matt 1:21
And she will bear a son, and you shall call His name 1Jesus, for it is He who will save His people from their sins.

1:211 Jesus
Jesus is the Greek equivalent of the Hebrew name Joshua (Num. 13:16), which means Jehovah the Savior, or the salvation of Jehovah. Hence, Jesus is not only a man but Jehovah, and not only Jehovah but Jehovah becoming our salvation. Thus, He is our Savior. He is also our Joshua, the One who brings us into rest (Heb. 4:8; Matt. 11:28-29), which is Himself as the good land to us.

Rev 5:5
And one of the elders said to me, Do not weep; behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has overcome so that He may open the scroll and its seven seals.

2.
He is the One who will come back in His resurrection with His overcomers to possess the earth as His kingdom—Dan. 2:34-35; 7:13-14; Joel 3:11; Rev. 11:15; 19:13-14.
Dan 2:34
You were watching until a stone was cut out without hands, and it struck the image at its feet of iron and clay and crushed them.

Dan 2:35
Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold were crushed all at once, and they became like chaff from the summer threshing floors; and the wind carried them away so that no trace of them was found. And the stone that struck the image became a great mountain and filled the whole earth.

Dan 7:13
I watched in the night visions, / And there with the clouds of heaven / One like a Son of Man was coming; / And He came to the Ancient of Days, / And they brought Him near before Him.

Dan 7:14
And to Him was given dominion, glory, and a kingdom, / That all the peoples, nations, and languages might serve Him. / His dominion is an eternal dominion, which will not pass away; / And His kingdom is one that will not be destroyed.

Joel 3:11
Hurry and come, / All you surrounding nations, / And be gathered. / There cause Your mighty ones to descend, O Jehovah!

Rev 11:15
And the seventh angel trumpeted; and there were loud voices in heaven, saying, The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ, and He will reign forever and ever.

Rev 19:13
And He is clothed with a garment dipped in blood; and His name is called the Word of God.

Rev 19:14
And the armies which are in heaven followed Him on white horses, dressed in fine linen, white and clean.

II.
Whereas Psalm 69 is on the suffering Christ, typified by the suffering David, Psalm 72 is on the reigning Christ, typified by the reigning Solomon:
Psa 69 Title
To the choir director: according to Shoshannim. of David

Psa 69:1
Save me, O God; for the waters / Threaten my life.

Psa 69:2
I sink in deep mire, / And there is no place to stand; / I have come to the depths of water, / And the flood flows over me.

Psa 69:3
I am weary of my crying; / My throat is parched; / My eyes fail / While I wait for my God.

Psa 69:4
More numerous than the hairs of my head / Are those who hate me without cause; / Mighty are those who would destroy me, / Those who are wrongly my enemies. / What I did not steal, / I must then restore.

Psa 69:5
O God, You know my foolishness, / And my sins of guilt are not hidden from You.

Psa 69:6
Do not let those who wait on You be put to shame because of me, / O Lord Jehovah of hosts; / Do not let those who seek You be humiliated because of me, / O God of Israel.

Psa 69:7
Because for Your sake I have borne reproach; / Humiliation has covered my face.

Psa 69:8
I have become a stranger to my brothers, / And a foreigner to my mother's children.

Psa 69:9
For the zeal of Your house has devoured me, / And the reproaches of those who reproach You have fallen on me.

Psa 69:10
When I wept, when my soul was in fasting, / That became a reproach to me.

Psa 69:11
When I made sackcloth my clothing, / I became a proverb to them.

Psa 69:12
Those who sit in the gate talk about me, / And I am the mocking song of those who drink liquor.

Psa 69:13
But as for me, my prayer is to You, / O Jehovah, in an acceptable time; / O God, in the abundance of Your lovingkindness answer me, / In the faithfulness of Your salvation.

Psa 69:14
Deliver me out of the mire, and let me not sink; / May I be delivered from those who hate me, / And out of the depths of water.

Psa 69:15
Do not let the flood of water flow over me, / Nor let the deep swallow me, / Nor let the pit close its mouth over me.

Psa 69:16
Answer me, O Jehovah; for Your lovingkindness is good; / According to the abundance of Your compassions turn to me.

Psa 69:17
And do not hide Your face from Your servant, / For I am in distress; hurry and answer me.

Psa 69:18
Draw near to my soul; redeem it; / Ransom me because of my enemies.

Psa 69:19
You know my reproach / And my shame and my humiliation; / All my adversaries are before You.

Psa 69:20
Reproach has broken my heart, / And I am sick; / I looked for pity, but there was none; / And for comforters, but I found none.

Psa 69:21
But they gave me gall for my food, / And for my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink.

Psa 69:22
May their table become a snare before them / And a trap when they are at peace.

Psa 69:23
May their eyes be darkened so that they cannot see; / And make their loins shake continually.

Psa 69:24
Pour out Your indignation upon them; / And may the burning fierceness of Your anger overtake them.

Psa 69:25
May their camp be desolate; / May there be no one to dwell in their tents.

Psa 69:26
For they persecute him whom You have stricken, / And they recount the pain of those whom You have wounded.

Psa 69:27
Add iniquity to their iniquity, / And do not let them come into Your righteousness.

Psa 69:28
May they be blotted out of the book of life, / And may they not be written with the righteous.

Psa 69:29
But I am poor and pained; / May Your salvation, O God, set me on high.

Psa 69:30
I will praise the name of God with a song / And will magnify Him with thanksgiving;

Psa 69:31
And it will be better to Jehovah than an ox / Or a bull with horns and hooves.

Psa 69:32
The meek have seen it; they rejoice. / You who seek God, let your heart revive.

Psa 69:33
For Jehovah listens to the needy, / And He does not despise His prisoners.

Psa 69:34
Let the heavens and the earth praise Him, / The seas and everything that moves in them.

Psa 69:35
For God will save Zion / And build the cities of Judah; / And they will abide there and possess it.

Psa 69:36
And the seed of His servants will inherit it, / And those who love His name will dwell in it. 

Psa 72
(be omitted.)

A.
Psalm 72 is actually a psalm on King Solomon, who is a type of Christ as the reigning One —Matt. 12:42.
Matt 12:42
The queen of the south will rise up in the judgment with this generation and will condemn it, because she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon, and behold, something more than Solomon is here.

B.
Solomon is a type of Christ as the son of David, the One who inherits the throne and kingdom of David—1:1; 2 Sam. 7:12-13; Luke 1:32-33.
Matt 1:1
The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham:

2 Sam 7:12
When your days are fulfilled and you sleep with your fathers, I will raise up your seed after you, which will come forth from your body, and I will establish his kingdom.

2 Sam 7:13
It is he who will build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.

Luke 1:32
He will be great and will be called Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give to Him the throne of David His father,

Luke 1:33
And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end.

C.
After His life of suffering on earth, typified by the sufferings of David, Christ ascended to the heavens, where He is now reigning as the King, typified by Solomon—1 Cor. 15:25; Rev. 17:14.
1 Cor 15:25
For He must reign until God puts all His enemies under His feet.

Rev 17:14
These will make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome them, for He is Lord of lords and King of kings; and they who are with Him, the called and chosen and faithful, will also overcome them.

III.
The reigning Christ is typified in Psalm 72 by the reigning Solomon, the son of David (Matt. 1:1; 22:42), in his prosperous and flourishing time (1 Kings 9—10), as indicated by the title of this psalm and by the first verse:
Matt 1:1
The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham:

Matt 22:42
Saying, What do you think concerning the Christ? Whose son is He? They said to Him, David's.

1 Kings 9:1
And when Solomon had finished building the house of Jehovah and the king's house and everything that Solomon desired to make, 

1 Kings 9:2
Jehovah appeared to Solomon a second time, as He had appeared to him at Gibeon.

1 Kings 9:3
And Jehovah said to him, I have heard your prayer and your supplication which you have made before Me; I have sanctified this house which you have built by putting My name there forever, and My eyes and My heart will be there continually.

1 Kings 9:4
And as for you, if you walk before Me, as David your father walked, with a perfect and upright heart by observing all that I have commanded you and keep My statutes and My ordinances, 

1 Kings 9:5
Then I will establish the throne of your kingdom over Israel forever, as I promised to David your father, saying, You will not lack a man on the throne of Israel.

1 Kings 9:6
But if you or your sons indeed turn away from following Me and do not keep My commandments and My statutes, which I have put before you, and go and serve other gods and worship them, 

1 Kings 9:7
Then I will cut Israel off from the face of the land which I have given them, and the house which I have sanctified for My name I will cast out of My sight, and Israel will be a proverb and a byword among all the peoples.

1 Kings 9:8
And this house will become heaps, and everyone who passes by it will be astonished and hiss and say, Why has Jehovah done this to this land and to this house?

1 Kings 9:9
And they will say, Because they forsook Jehovah their God, who brought their fathers out of the land of Egypt, and laid hold of other gods and worshipped them and served them; therefore Jehovah brought all this evil upon them.

1 Kings 9:10
And at the end of the twenty years in which Solomon had built the two houses, the house of Jehovah and the king's house, 

1 Kings 9:11
Since Hiram the king of Tyre had supplied Solomon with cedar wood and with cypress wood and with gold, according to all that he desired, King Solomon gave Hiram twenty cities in the land of Galilee.

1 Kings 9:12
And Hiram came out from Tyre to see the cities which Solomon had given him, and they did not please him.
1 Kings 9:13
And he said, What are these cities which you have given me, my brother? And he called them the land of Cabul, as it is unto this day.

1 Kings 9:14
And Hiram sent to the king one hundred and twenty talents of gold.

1 Kings 9:15
Now this is the account of the forced labor which King Solomon levied to build the house of Jehovah and his own house and the Millo and the wall of Jerusalem, and Hazor and Megiddo and Gezer.

1 Kings 9:16
(Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, had gone up and captured Gezer and burned it with fire and had slain the Canaanites who lived in the city and given it as a dowry to his daughter, the wife of Solomon.)

1 Kings 9:17
And Solomon rebuilt Gezer and lower Beth-Horon, 

1 Kings 9:18
And Baalath and Tamar in the wilderness, in the land of Judah, 

1 Kings 9:19
And all the storage cities that Solomon had, even the cities for chariots, and the cities for horsemen and what Solomon desired to build in Jerusalem and in Lebanon and in all the land of his dominion.

1 Kings 9:20
All of the people that were left of the Amorites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites, who were not of the children of Israel, 

1 Kings 9:21
Their children who were left after them in the land whom the children of Israel were not able to destroy utterly, Solomon levied as forced labor, as they are unto this day.

1 Kings 9:22
But Solomon did not make slaves of the children of Israel; for they were the men of war and his servants and his officers and his captains and the officers over his chariots and his horsemen.

1 Kings 9:23
These were the chief of the officers over Solomon's work, five hundred and fifty, who ruled over the people doing the work.

1 Kings 9:24
As soon as Pharaoh's daughter came up from the city of David into her house which Solomon had built for her, he built the Millo.

1 Kings 9:25
And three times a year Solomon offered up burnt offerings and peace offerings on the altar which he had built to Jehovah, and he burned incense with them on the altar which was before Jehovah. Thus he finished the house.

1 Kings 9:26
King Solomon also built ships in Ezion-geber, which is near Eloth on the shore of the Red Sea, in the land of Edom.

1 Kings 9:27
And Hiram sent his servants in the ships, sailors who knew the sea, with the servants of Solomon.

1 Kings 9:28
And they went to Ophir and took four hundred and twenty talents of gold from there and brought it to King Solomon. 

1 Kings 10:1
And the queen of Sheba had heard of Solomon's fame in connection with the name of Jehovah, and she came to test him with hard questions.

1 Kings 10:2
And she came to Jerusalem with a very large retinue, with camels bearing spices and with very much gold and precious stones. And when she came to Solomon, she spoke all that was on her heart to him.

1 Kings 10:3
And Solomon answered every matter of hers; there was nothing hidden from the king that he did not answer her.

1 Kings 10:4
And when the queen of Sheba saw all the wisdom of Solomon and the house that he had built

1 Kings 10:5
And the food of his table and the seating of his servants and the service and apparel of his ministers and his cupbearers and his burnt offerings that he offered up at the house of Jehovah, there was no more spirit in her.

1 Kings 10:6
And she said to the king, The word that I heard in my land concerning your deeds and your wisdom is true, 

1 Kings 10:7
But I did not believe the words until I came and my own eyes saw. And indeed the half was not told to me; your wisdom and prosperity far exceed the report that I heard.

1 Kings 10:8
Happy are your men! Happy are these your servants, who attend you continually and hear your wisdom!

1 Kings 10:9
Blessed be Jehovah your God, who has delighted in you and set you upon the throne of Israel. Because Jehovah loves Israel forever, he has made you king to execute justice and righteousness.

1 Kings 10:10
And she gave the king a hundred and twenty talents of gold and a very great store of spices and some precious stones; never again did so great an abundance of spices come as that which the queen of Sheba gave to King Solomon.

1 Kings 10:11
Moreover Hiram's fleet, which carried gold from Ophir, brought a great many almug trees and precious stones.
1 Kings 10:12
And the king made of the almug trees a banister for the house of Jehovah and for the king's house, and lyres and harps for the singers; such almug trees have not come nor have been seen again to this day.

1 Kings 10:13
And King Solomon gave to the queen of Sheba all that she desired, whatever she asked for, besides that which King Solomon gave her from his bounty. And she returned and went to her own land, she and her servants.

1 Kings 10:14
Now the weight of gold that came to Solomon in one year was six hundred sixty-six talents of gold, 

1 Kings 10:15
Besides that which came through the traders and through the traffic of the merchants and through all the kings of Arabia and the governors of the land.

1 Kings 10:16
And King Solomon made two hundred large shields of beaten gold; he put six hundred shekels of gold upon each large shield.

1 Kings 10:17
And he made three hundred smaller shields of beaten gold; he put three minas of gold upon each smaller shield. And the king put them in the Lebanon Forest House.

1 Kings 10:18
And the king made a large ivory throne and overlaid it with the finest gold.

1 Kings 10:19
The throne had six steps, and the top of the throne was rounded at its back; and there were armrests on either side next to the place of the seat, and two lions stood next to the armrests.

1 Kings 10:20
And twelve lions stood there upon the six steps on either side. Nothing like it had ever been made in any kingdom.

1 Kings 10:21
And all King Solomon's drinking vessels were of gold, and all the vessels of the Lebanon Forest House were of pure gold; none were of silver, which was not considered as anything in the days of Solomon.

1 Kings 10:22
For the king had at sea a fleet from Tarshish as well as Hiram's fleet. Once every three years the fleet from Tarshish came bearing gold and silver and ivory and apes and peacocks.

1 Kings 10:23
And King Solomon excelled all the kings of the earth in wealth and in wisdom.

1 Kings 10:24
And all the earth sought the presence of Solomon to hear his wisdom, which God had put in his heart.

1 Kings 10:25
And they each brought their tribute, vessels of silver and vessels of gold, and robes and weapons and spices, horses and mules, so much year by year.

1 Kings 10:26
And Solomon gathered chariots and horsemen together; and he had a thousand four hundred chariots and twelve thousand horsemen, which he stationed in the chariot cities and with the king at Jerusalem.

1 Kings 10:27
And the king caused silver to be as plentiful as stones in Jerusalem; and cedars, like the sycamores that are in the lowlands.

1 Kings 10:28
And the horses that Solomon had came from Egypt and from Kue; the king's traders bought them from Kue at a fixed price.

1 Kings 10:29
A chariot could be imported from Egypt for six hundred shekels of silver and a horse for a hundred and fifty shekels, and thus they brought them out to all the kings of the Hittites and the kings of Syria by their own means. 

A.
Psalm 72 reveals Christ reigning over the earth, with all the kings bowing down to Him and all the nations serving Him—vv. 8-11.
Psa 72:8
And He will have dominion from sea to sea / And from the River unto the ends of the earth.

Psa 72:9
The desert dwellers will bow down before Him, / And His enemies will lick the dust.

Psa 72:10
The kings of Tarshish and of the coastlands / Will pay tribute; / The kings of Sheba and Seba / Will present gifts.

Psa 72:11
And all the kings will bow down before Him; / All the nations will serve Him.

B.
Psalm 72 is a glorious picture of what it will be like for the Lord to recover, possess, and reign over the whole earth—vv. 17-19.
Psa 72:17
His name will be forever; / As long as the sun endures, His name will spread; / And men will be blessed in Him; / All the nations will call Him blessed.

Psa 72:18
Blessed be Jehovah God, the God of Israel, / Who alone does wondrous deeds;

Psa 72:19
And blessed be His glorious name forever; / And may His glory fill the whole earth. / Amen and Amen.
C.
The reign of Christ, typified by Solomon, will be in the millennium in the age of restoration—Rev. 20:4, 6; Matt. 19:28.

Rev 20:4
And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given to them. And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of the testimony of Jesus and because of the word of God, and of those who had not worshipped the beast nor his image, and had not received the mark on their forehead and on their hand; and they lived and reigned with Christ for a thousand years.

Rev 20:6
Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first resurrection; over these the second death has no authority, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand years.

Matt 19:28
And Jesus said to them, Truly I say to you that you who have followed Me, in the restoration, when the Son of Man sits on the throne of His glory, you also shall sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

IV.
The reigning of Christ will be in righteousness and in justice, by which peace will be ushered in—Psa. 72:1-4, 7:
Psa 72:1
O God, give Your judgments to the king, / And Your righteousness to the son of the king.

Psa 72:2
He will judge Your people in righteousness, / And Your poor with justice.

Psa 72:3
The mountains will bear peace to the people, / And the hills, in righteousness.

Psa 72:4
He will judge the poor of the people; / He will save the children of the needy / And crush the oppressor.

Psa 72:7
In His days the righteous will flourish, / And there will be an abundance of peace / Until the moon is no more.

A.
When Christ returns, He will be the King ruling over the entire earth with righteousness and justice—89:14a; Isa. 32:1, 17; 11:4-5; 61:11b:
Psa 89:14a
Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your throne; …
Isa 32:1
Indeed a King will reign according to righteousness, / And the rulers will rule according to justice.

Isa 32:17
And the work of righteousness will be peace, / And the result of righteousness, quietness and assurance forever.

Isa 11:4
But He will judge the poor in righteousness, / And decide with equity for the afflicted of the land. / And He will strike the land with the rod of His mouth, / And with the breath of His lips He will slay the wicked.

Isa 11:5
Righteousness will be that which girds His loins, / And faithfulness will be that which girds His hips.

Isa 61:11b
… So will the Lord Jehovah cause righteousness and praise / To spring up before all the nations. 

1.
Righteousness is a matter of God’s kingdom, for it is related to God’s government, administration, and rule—Matt. 6:33; Psa. 89:14a; 97:2b.
Matt 6:33
But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.

Psa 89:14a
Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your throne; …
Psa 97:2b
… Righteousness and justice are the foundation of His throne.

2.
Justice is righteousness with a judgment; without judgment, there is no possibility of justice.
3.
Justice comes from judgment according to a person’s righteousness, and it declares his righteousness.
4.
This corresponds with the fact that the foundation of God’s throne in the New Jerusalem is pure gold, signifying God’s nature in the attributes of righteousness and justice —Rev. 21:18b; 22:1; Isa. 32:1.
Rev 21:18b
… and the city was pure gold, like clear glass.

Rev 22:1
And he showed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb in the middle of its street.

Isa 32:1
Indeed a King will reign according to righteousness, / And the rulers will rule according to justice.

B.
Peace is a sign that righteousness and justice are present; as a result of Christ’s rule with righteousness and justice, the earth will be full of peace —vv. 16-17.
Isa 32:16
Then justice will dwell in the wilderness, / And righteousness will remain in the fruitful field;

Isa 32:17
And the work of righteousness will be peace, / And the result of righteousness, quietness and assurance forever.

C.
There will be no peace until Christ returns; under His rule, peace will begin its reign—9:6-7; cf. 1 Thes. 5:3; Jer. 6:14.

Isa 9:6
For a child is born to us, / A son is given to us; / And the government / Is upon His shoulder; / And His name will be called / Wonderful Counselor, / Mighty God, / Eternal Father, / Prince of Peace.

Isa 9:7
To the increase of His government / And to His peace there is no end, / Upon the throne of David / And over His kingdom, / To establish it / And to uphold it / In justice and righteousness / From now to eternity. / The zeal of Jehovah of hosts / Will accomplish this.

1 Thes 5:3
When they say, Peace and security, then sudden destruction comes upon them, just as birth pangs to a woman with child; and they shall by no means escape.

Jer 6:14
And they have healed / The brokenness of My people slightly, / Saying, Peace, peace; / Although there is no peace.

V.
Psalm 72 reveals that in His reigning, Christ will recover the earth by watering—vv. 6, 8:
Psa 72:6
He will drop like rain upon mown grass, / Like abundant showers dripping on the earth.

Psa 72:8
And He will have dominion from sea to sea / And from the River unto the ends of the earth.

A.
“He will drop like rain upon mown grass, / Like abundant showers dripping on the earth”—v. 6:
1.
Christ gains the earth not by fighting and judging but by watering.
2.
In His coming back, the Lord will not mainly exercise His righteous judgment; rather, He will come primarily like showers to water the earth.
3.
Christ will have mercy on the earth, and He will come back graciously like showers of rain to water the barren land and to satisfy the depressed and empty people —v. 6:
Psa 72:6
He will drop like rain upon mown grass, / Like abundant showers dripping on the earth.

a.
The whole earth is a dry and barren wilderness, and many evil things spring forth from this drought and dryness; people are often sinful because they are disappointed and dissatisfied— John 4:14-18.
John 4:14
But whoever drinks of the water that I will give him shall by no means thirst forever; but the water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water gushing up into eternal life.

John 4:15
The woman said to Him, Sir, give me this water so that I will not thirst nor come here to draw.

John 4:16
He said to her, Go, call your husband and come here.

John 4:17
The woman answered and said, I do not have a husband. Jesus said to her, You have well said, I do not have a husband,

John 4:18
For you have had five husbands, and the one you now have is not your husband; this you have said truly.

b.
The Lord Jesus will be the King, not merely by exercising power to subdue others but mainly by supplying living water to satisfy the thirsty ones—Rev. 22:17.
Rev 22:17
And the Spirit and the bride say, Come! And let him who hears say, Come! And let him who is thirsty come; let him who wills take the water of life freely.

c.
In that day all nations will be rained upon by the Lord Jesus and will be happy under His dominion; all will be satisfied by His living water—Isa. 35:6b-7a; 41:18; 43:19-20; Zech. 14:16-17.
Isa 35:6b
… For water will break forth in the wilderness, / And streams in the desert.

Isa 35:7a
And the desert mirage will become a pool, / And the thirsty ground, springs of water; …
Isa 41:18
I will open up rivers on the bare heights, / And in the midst of the valleys, springs. / I will make the wilderness into a pool of water, / And the dry land into springs of water.

Isa 43:19
Indeed, I am doing a new thing; / It will now spring forth; / Do you not know it? / I will even make a way in the wilderness, / Rivers in the desert.

Isa 43:20
The animals of the field will honor Me, / The jackals and the ostriches, / Because I have given them water in the wilderness, / Rivers in the desert, / To give a drink to My people, My chosen ones.

Zech 14:16
And everyone left from all the nations that went forth against Jerusalem will go up from year to year to worship the King, Jehovah of hosts, and to keep the Feast of Tabernacles.

Zech 14:17
And whichever of the families of the earth does not go up to Jerusalem to worship the King, Jehovah of hosts, upon them there will be no rain.

B.
“He will have dominion from sea to sea / And from the River unto the ends of the earth”—Psa. 72:8:
1.
The Lord’s kingdom will spread to the ends of the earth by His flowing as a river—Dan. 2:44; Rev. 11:15; Joel 3:18:
Dan 2:44
And in the days of those kings the God of the heavens will raise up a kingdom which will never be destroyed, and its reign will not be left to another people; it will crush and put an end to all these kingdoms; and it will stand forever.

Rev 11:15
And the seventh angel trumpeted; and there were loud voices in heaven, saying, The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ, and He will reign forever and ever.

Joel 3:18
And in that day / The mountains will drop down fresh wine, / And the hills will flow with milk; / And all the waterways of Judah / Will flow with water, / And a fountain will go forth from the house of Jehovah, / And it will water the valley of Shittim.

a.
Christ will have dominion from sea to sea and will flow as a river to the ends of the earth; where the flow is, there His dominion will be.
b.
The Lord’s dominion will be by Himself as the flowing river; He will gain the dominion and recover the earth by His watering.
2.
The Lord Jesus will recover the earth by means of the river that will flow from Jerusalem—Ezek. 47:1-12; Joel 3:18:
Ezek 47:1
Then He brought me back to the entrance of the house, and there was water flowing out from under the threshold of the house to the east (for the house faced east); and the water flowed down below the south side of the house, on the south of the altar.

Ezek 47:2
Then He brought me out by the way of the north gate and led me around on the way outside to the outer gate, on the way to the gate that faces east; and there the water was running out on the south side.

Ezek 47:3
When the man went out to the east with the line in His hand, He measured a thousand cubits; and He led me through the water, water that was to the ankles.

Ezek 47:4
Then He measured a thousand cubits and led me through the water, water that was to the knees. Then He measured a thousand cubits and led me through the water, water that was to the loins.

Ezek 47:5
Then He measured a thousand cubits, and it was a river that I could not pass through; for the water had risen, enough water to swim in, a river that could not be crossed.

Ezek 47:6
And He said to me, Son of man, have you seen this? Then He led me and brought me back along the bank of the river.

Ezek 47:7
And when I returned, there were very many trees on the bank of the river, on one side and on the other.

Ezek 47:8
Then said He to me, This water flows out toward the eastern region and goes down into the Arabah and goes to the sea; when it flows into the sea, the water of the sea is healed.

Ezek 47:9
And every living creature which swarms in every place where the river goes shall live, and there will be very many fish, when this water comes there. And the water of the sea shall be healed, and everything shall live wherever the river comes.

Ezek 47:10
And fishermen will stand beside the sea from En-gedi even to En-eglaim; it will be a place for the spreading of nets. Their fish shall be according to their kinds, like the fish of the Great Sea, very many.

Ezek 47:11
But its swamps and its marshes will not be healed; they shall be left for salt.

Ezek 47:12
And on the banks on both sides of the river will grow all kinds of trees for food. Their leaves will not wither, nor will their fruit fail; but they will bring forth new fruit every month, because the water for them flows out of the sanctuary. And their fruit shall be for food, and their leaves for healing.

Joel 3:18
And in that day / The mountains will drop down fresh wine, / And the hills will flow with milk; / And all the waterways of Judah / Will flow with water, / And a fountain will go forth from the house of Jehovah, / And it will water the valley of Shittim.

a.
In that day the center of the earth will be Jerusalem, and the center of Jerusalem will be the house of God, from which the river will flow.
b.
This river will reach all the earth in four directions, as in Genesis 2:10-14.
Gen 2:10
And a river went forth from Eden to water the garden, and from there it divided and became four branches.

Gen 2:11
The name of the first is Pishon; it is the one that goes around the whole land of Havilah, where there is gold.

Gen 2:12
And the gold of that land is good; bdellium and onyx stone are there.

Gen 2:13
And the name of the second river is Gihon; it is the one that goes around the whole land of Cush.

Gen 2:14
And the name of the third river is Hiddekel; it is the one that goes east of Assyria. And the fourth river is the Euphrates.

3.
In the Scriptures the concept of the divine stream is crucial—v. 10; Psa. 46:4a; John 7:37-39; Rev. 22:1-2:
Gen 2:10
And a river went forth from Eden to water the garden, and from there it divided and became four branches.

Psa 46:4a
There is a river whose streams gladden the city of God, …
John 7:37
Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink.

John 7:38
He who believes into Me, as the Scripture said, out of his innermost being shall flow rivers of living water.

John 7:39
But this He said concerning the Spirit, whom those who believed into Him were about to receive; for the Spirit was not yet, because Jesus had not yet been glorified.

Rev 22:1
And he showed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb in the middle of its street.

Rev 22:2
And on this side and on that side of the river was the tree of life, producing twelve fruits, yielding its fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations.

a.
The Bible reveals the flowing Triune God—the Father as the fountain of life, the Son as the spring of life, and the Spirit as the river of life— Jer. 2:13; Psa. 36:9a; John 4:14; 7:37-39.
Jer 2:13
For My people have committed two evils: / They have forsaken Me, / The fountain of living waters, / To hew out for themselves cisterns, / Broken cisterns, / Which hold no water.

Psa 36:9a
For with You is the fountain of life; …
John 4:14
But whoever drinks of the water that I will give him shall by no means thirst forever; but the water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water gushing up into eternal life.

John 7:37
Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink.

John 7:38
He who believes into Me, as the Scripture said, out of his innermost being shall flow rivers of living water.

John 7:39
But this He said concerning the Spirit, whom those who believed into Him were about to receive; for the Spirit was not yet, because Jesus had not yet been glorified.

b.
The source of the flow is the throne of God and of the Lamb—Rev. 22:1.
Rev 22:1
And he showed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb in the middle of its street.

c.
In the Scriptures there is only one flow, only one divine stream:
1)
The divine stream, which has been flowing throughout the generations, is uniquely one — Gen. 2:10-14; Rev. 22:1.
Gen 2:10
And a river went forth from Eden to water the garden, and from there it divided and became four branches.

Gen 2:11
The name of the first is Pishon; it is the one that goes around the whole land of Havilah, where there is gold.

Gen 2:12
And the gold of that land is good; bdellium and onyx stone are there.

Gen 2:13
And the name of the second river is Gihon; it is the one that goes around the whole land of Cush.

Gen 2:14
And the name of the third river is Hiddekel; it is the one that goes east of Assyria. And the fourth river is the Euphrates.

Rev 22:1
And he showed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb in the middle of its street.

2)
Since there is only one divine stream and since the flow is uniquely one, we need to keep ourselves in this one flow.
d.
Where the divine stream flows, we have the life of God, the fellowship of the Body, the testimony of Jesus, and the work of God—1 John 1:1-3.
1 John 1:1
That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we beheld and our hands handled, concerning the Word of life

1 John 1:2
(And the life was manifested, and we have seen and testify and report to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was manifested to us);

1 John 1:3
That which we have seen and heard we report also to you that you also may have fellowship with us, and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ.

4.
In His kingdom the reigning Christ will recover the earth by means of this river, the unique divine stream—Psa. 72:8.
Psa 72:8
And He will have dominion from sea to sea / And from the River unto the ends of the earth.
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