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Co-workers of God with an All-fitting Life

Scripture Reading: 2 Cor. 5:4, 9, 14-16, 18-20; 6:1; 7:2-3
For also, we who are in this tabernacle groan, being burdened, in that we do not desire to be
unclothed, but clothed upon, that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life.
Therefore also we are determined, whether at home or abroad, to gain the honor of being well
pleasing to Him.
For the love of Christ constrains us because we have judged this, that One died for all, therefore
all died,;
And He died for all that those who live may no longer live to themselves but to Him who died for
them and has been raised.
So then we, from now on, know no one according to the flesh; even though we have known Christ
according to the flesh, yet now we know Him so no longer.
But all things are out from God, who has reconciled us to Himself through Christ and has given to
us the ministry of reconciliation;
Namely, that God in Christ was reconciling the world to Himself, not accounting their offenses to
them, and has put in us the word of reconciliation.
On behalf of Christ then we are ambassadors, as God entreats you through us; we beseech you
on behalf of Christ, Be reconciled to God.
And working together with Him, we also entreat you not to receive the grace of God in vain;
Make room for us; we have wronged no one, we have corrupted no one, we have taken
advantage of no one.
I do not say this to condemn you, for | have said before that you are in our hearts for our dying
together and our living together.

I.  We need to be ambassadors of Christ with the ministry of reconciliation:

A

The ambassadors of Christ are ones who represent Christ, the highest authority in the
universe:
1.  God has given all authority in heaven and on earth to Christ—Matt. 28:18.

Matt 28:18  And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, All authority has been given to Me
in heaven and on earth.

2. God has appointed Christ to be the King of kings and the Lord of lords—1 Tim. 6:15;

Rev. 17:14.

1Tim6:15  Which in its own times the blessed and only Sovereign will show, the King of
those who reign as kings and Lord of those who rule as lords,

Rev 17:14  These will make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome them, for He
is Lord of lords and King of kings; and they who are with Him, the called and
chosen and faithful, will also overcome them.

The ambassadors of Christ do not live by what they are or by what they can do but by the
immortal life, which is Christ Himself within them—2 Cor. 5:4:
2 Cor5:4 For also, we who are in this tabernacle groan, being burdened, in that we do not desire
to be unclothed, but clothed upon, that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life.
1.  Whatever we can do, whatever we are, and whatever we have are going to die; this is
why we should not have any trust in what we are—1:8-9.

2Cor 1:8 For we do not want you to be ignorant, brothers, of our affliction which befell us
in Asia, that we were excessively burdened, beyond our power, so that we
despaired even of living.

35



2 Cor 1:9 Indeed we ourselves had the response of death in ourselves, that we should
not base our confidence on ourselves but on God, who raises the dead,;
2. We need to realize that Christ as the immortal life is within us; we should trust in this
life, live by this life, and work by this life—13:3.
2 Cor 13:3  Since you seek a proof of the Christ who is speaking in me, who is not weak
unto you but is powerful in you.
The ambassadors of Christ are determined to gain the honor of being well pleasing to
Him—5:9:
2 Cor5:9 Therefore also we are determined, whether at home or abroad, to gain the honor of
being well pleasing to Him.
1. To be determined is to be zealous with a strong aim, striving earnestly to be well
pleasing to the Lord—Col. 1:10; Heb. 11:5-6.

Col 1:10 To walk worthily of the Lord to please Him in all things, bearing fruit in every
good work and growing by the full knowledge of God,
Heb 11:5 By faith Enoch was translated so that he should not see death; and he was not

found, because God had translated him. For before his translation he obtained
the testimony that he had been well pleasing to God.

Heb 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to be well pleasing to Him, for he who comes
forward to God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who
diligently seek Him.

2. If we are going to represent Christ to be His ambassadors, we should pray, “Lord, |
call the heavens and the earth to witness that my ambition is one— just to please
You.”

The ambassadors of Christ are constrained by the love of Christ to live to Him—2 Cor.

5:14-15:

2 Cor5:14  For the love of Christ constrains us because we have judged this, that One died for

all, therefore all died;

2 Cor5:15 And He died for all that those who live may no longer live to themselves but to Him
who died for them and has been raised.

1. To be constrained is similar to being carried away by a tide of water; the love of

Christ is as strong as a tide of water that overcomes us and carries us away.

2. The love of Christ constrains us to live to Him and not to ourselves:

a. To live to ourselves means that we are under our own control, direction, and
governing and that we care for our own aims and goals.

b. To live to the Lord is to be absolutely under His control, direction, and
governing; it means that everything we do is to fulfill the Lord’s purpose and
desire.

c. To live to the Lord means that we seek to please the Lord in every aspect of our
daily life.

d.  Living for the Lord means that | and the Lord are still two; living to the Lord
indicates that 1 am one with the Lord, as the wife is one with the husband in
married life.

The ambassadors of Christ do not know people according to the flesh but according to the

spirit—v. 16:

2Cor5:16  So then we, from now on, know no one according to the flesh; even though we have
known Christ according to the flesh, yet now we know Him so no longer.

1.  We need to recognize things and realize persons not according to the outward
appearance in the flesh but according to the measure of Christ in the spirit.

2.  People may be known according to their profession, position, talents, and capabilities,
but in the church we should know others according to the inner man, according to the
spirit.

The ambassadors of Christ carry out the ministry of reconciliation:
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1. The ministry of reconciliation is not only to bring sinners back to God but also to

bring the believers into God and to make them absolutely one with Him—vv. 18-20.

2 Cor5:18 But all things are out from God, who has reconciled us to Himself through
Christ and has given to us the ministry of reconciliation;

2 Cor5:19 Namely, that God in Christ was reconciling the world to Himself, not accounting
their offenses to them, and has put in us the word of reconciliation.

2 Cor5:20 On behalf of Christ then we are ambassadors, as God entreats you through us;
we beseech you on behalf of Christ, Be reconciled to God.

2. Only when we have been fully reconciled to God are we fully saved—®6:1-2; Rom.

5:10; Heb. 7:25.
2 Cor 6:1 And working together with Him, we also entreat you not to receive the grace of
God in vain;

2 Cor 6:2 For He says, "In an acceptable time | listened to you, and in the day of salvation
| helped you." Behold, now is the well-acceptable time; behold, now is the day
of salvation.

Rom 5:10 For if we, being enemies, were reconciled to God through the death of His Son,
much more we will be saved in His life, having been reconciled,

Heb 7:25 Hence also He is able to save to the uttermost those who come forward to God
through Him, since He lives always to intercede for them.

3. The extent to which we can bring others to God is always measured by where we are
with respect to God; the more we are in Him, the more we can reconcile others into
Him—-2 Cor. 12:2a; 5:20.

2 Cor12:2a | know aman in Christ, ...

2 Cor5:20 On behalf of Christ then we are ambassadors, as God entreats you through us;
we beseech you on behalf of Christ, Be reconciled to God.

Il. We need to be co-workers of God with an all-fitting life:

A

We need to work together with God by a life (not by any gift) that is all-sufficient and all-
mature, able to fit all situations, able to endure any kind of treatment, to accept any kind of
environment, to work under any kind of condition, and to take any kind of opportunity, for
the carrying out of our ministry—=6:1a.

2 Cor6:1la  And working together with Him, ...

If we have been fully saved and have an all-fitting life, then any situation or circumstance is

right for us to minister life to others—Phil. 1:20; 4:22; 2 Tim. 4:23; cf. 2 Chron. 1:10.

Phil 1:20 According to my earnest expectation and hope that in nothing | will be put to shame,
but with all boldness, as always, even now Christ will be magnified in my body,
whether through life or through death.

Phil 4:22 All the saints greet you, and especially those of Caesar's household.

2Tim 4:2a  Proclaim the word; ...

2 Chron 1:10 Now give me wisdom and knowledge, that | may go out and come in before this
people; for who can judge this great people of Yours?

If we would have an all-fitting life, we need an enlarged heart, a heart to embrace all of

God’s people—2 Cor. 6:11-13; 2 Chron. 1:10; 1 Kings 4:29:

2 Cor6:11  Our mouth is opened to you, Corinthians; our heart is enlarged.

2 Cor 6:12  You are not constricted in us, but you are constricted in your inward parts.

2 Cor 6:13  But for a recompense in kind, | speak as to children, you also be enlarged.

2 Chron 1:10 Now give me wisdom and knowledge, that | may go out and come in before this
people; for who can judge this great people of Yours?

1 Kings 4:29 And God gave Solomon wisdom and very much understanding and largeness of
heart, even as the sand that is on the seashore.

1. To be enlarged by growing and maturing in life is equivalent to being fully reconciled

to God.
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2. With an enlarged heart we are able to embrace all believers regardless of their
condition, and with an opened mouth we are free to speak to all believers frankly
concerning the real situation into which they have been misled— Matt. 5:7; 6:14-15;
7:1-2.

Matt 5:7 Blessed are the merciful, for they shall be shown mercy.

Matt 6:14 For if you forgive men their offenses, your heavenly Father will forgive you also;
Matt 6:15 But if you do not forgive men their offenses, neither will your Father forgive your

offenses.
Matt 7:1 Do not judge, that you be not judged.
Matt 7:2 For with what judgment you judge, you shall be judged; and with what measure

you measure, it shall be measured to you.
We need to be enlarged to have the intimate concern of the ministering life—2 Cor. 7:2-3; 1
Thes. 2:8; Phil. 2:19-20:

2Cor7:2 Make room for us; we have wronged no one, we have corrupted no one, we have
taken advantage of no one.
2Cor7:3 I do not say this to condemn you, for | have said before that you are in our hearts for

our dying together and our living together.
1Thes 2:8  Yearning in this way over you, we were well pleased to impart to you not only the
gospel of God but also our own souls, because you became beloved to us.
Phil 2:19 But | hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you shortly, that | also may be
encouraged by knowing the things concerning you.
Phil 2:20 For | have no one like-souled who will genuinely care for what concerns you;
1. If we have the ability to carry on a work but lack an intimate concern, our work will
be fruitless; our not having the loving and forgiving heart of our Father God and the
shepherding and seeking spirit of our Savior Christ is the reason for our barrenness—

cf. Luke 15.

Luke 15:1 Now all the tax collectors and sinners were drawing near to Him to hear Him.

Luke 15:2 And both the Pharisees and the scribes murmured among themselves, saying,
This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.

Luke 15:3 And He told them this parable, saying,

Luke 15:4 Which man of you, who has a hundred sheep and has lost one of them, does
not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one which is lost
until he finds it?

Luke 15:5 And when he finds it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing.

Luke 15:6 And when he comes into his house, he calls together his friends and his
neighbors, saying to them, Rejoice with me, for | have found my sheep that was

lost.

Luke 15:7 | tell you that in the same way there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner
repenting than over ninety-nine righteous persons who have no need of
repentance.

Luke 15:8 Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one silver coin, does not
light a lamp and sweep the house and seek carefully until she finds it?

Luke 15:9 And when she finds it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying,
Rejoice with me, for | have found the coin which | lost.

Luke 15:10 In the same way, | tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God
over one sinner repenting.

Luke 15:11  And He said, A certain man had two sons.

Luke 15:12 And the younger of them said to the father, Father, give me the share of the
estate that falls to me. And he distributed to them his living.

Luke 15:13 And not many days after, the younger son, having gathered everything
together, went abroad to a distant country and there squandered his estate by
living dissolutely.

Luke 15:14 And when he had spent all, a severe famine occurred throughout that country,
and he began to be in want.

Luke 15:15 And he went and joined himself to one of the citizens of that country; and he
sent him into his fields to feed hogs.
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Luke 15:16

Luke 15:17

Luke 15:18

Luke 15:19

Luke 15:20

Luke 15:21

Luke 15:22

Luke 15:23
Luke 15:24

Luke 15:25

Luke 15:26
Luke 15:27

Luke 15:28

Luke 15:29

Luke 15:30

Luke 15:31
Luke 15:32

And he longed to be satisfied with the carob pods which the hogs were eating,
and no one gave him anything.

But when he came to himself, he said, How many of my father's hired servants
abound in bread, but | am perishing here in famine!

| will rise up and go to my father, and | will say to him, Father, | have sinned
against heaven and before you.

| am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired
servants.

And he rose up and came to his own father. But while he was still a long way
off, his father saw him and was moved with compassion, and he ran and fell on
his neck and kissed him affectionately.

And the son said to him, Father, | have sinned against heaven and before you; |
am no longer worthy to be called your son.

But the father said to his slaves, Bring out quickly the best robe and put it on
him, and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet.

And bring the fattened calf; slaughter it, and let us eat and be merry,

Because this son of mine was dead and lives again; he was lost and has been
found. And they began to be merry.

Now his older son was in the field. And as he came and drew near to the
house, he heard music and dancing,

And calling to him one of the servants, he inquired what these things might be.
And he said to him, Your brother has come, and your father has slaughtered
the fattened calf because he has received him back healthy.

But he became angry and was not willing to enter. And his father came out and
entreated him.

But he answered and said to his father, Behold, so many years | have been
slaving for you and have never neglected a command of yours, and you have
never given me a goat that I might be merry with my friends;

But when this son of yours came, who devoured your living with harlots, you
slaughtered for him the fattened calf.

And he said to him, Child, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours.
But we had to be merry and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead
and has come to life, and he was lost and has been found.

Eloquence, gift, and power can never touch people as much as our concern for them—

cf. 1 Cor. 12:31b; 2 Tim. 1:7; Philem. 9-12.
1 Cor 12:31b ... And moreover | show to you a most excellent way.

2 Tim 1:7

Philem 9

Philem 10

Philem 11
Philem 12

For God has not given us a spirit of cowardice, but of power and of love and of
sobermindedness.

Because of love | rather entreat, being such a one as Paul the aged and now
also a prisoner of Christ Jesus.

| entreat you concerning my child, whom | have begotten in my bonds,
Onesimus,

Who formerly was useless to you but now is useful both to you and to me.

Him | have sent back to you-him, that is, my very heart-

How fruitful we are does not depend upon what we are able to do but on whether or
not we have an intimate concern—2 Cor. 12:15; 1 Cor. 9:22; Matt. 9:12.

2 Cor 12:15

1 Cor 9:22

Matt 9:12

But I, I will most gladly spend and be utterly spent on behalf of your souls. If |
love you more abundantly, am I loved less?

To the weak | became weak that | might gain the weak. To all men | have
become all things that | might by all means save some.

Now when He heard this, He said, Those who are strong have no need of a
physician, but those who are ill.

A ministering life is a life that warms up others by cherishing them in the humanity of
Jesus to nourish them in the divinity of Christ with the riches of Christ—Eph. 5:29;

Prov. 25:15.

Eph 5:29

For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, even as
Christ also the church,
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Prov 25:15 By forbearance a ruler may be persuaded, / And a soft tongue can break the
bone.

Paul shepherded the saints as a nursing mother and an exhorting father—1 Thes. 2:7-

8, 11-12; Acts 20:19-20, 27, 31.

1Thes 2:7 But we were gentle in your midst, as a nursing mother would cherish her own
children.

1Thes 2:8 Yearning in this way over you, we were well pleased to impart to you not only
the gospel of God but also our own souls, because you became beloved to us.

1 Thes 2:11 Just as you know how we were to each one of you, as a father to his own
children, exhorting you and consoling you and testifying,

1 Thes 2:12 So that you might walk in a manner worthy of God, who calls you into His own
kingdom and glory.

Acts 20:19  Serving the Lord as a slave with all humility and tears and trials which came
upon me by the plots of the Jews;

Acts 20:20 How | did not withhold any of those things that are profitable by not declaring
them to you and by not teaching you publicly and from house to house,

Acts 20:27  For I did not shrink from declaring to you all the counsel of God.

Acts 20:31  Therefore watch, remembering that for three years, night and day, | did not
cease admonishing each one with tears.

Paul came down to the weak ones’ level so that he could gain them—2 Cor. 11:28-29;

1 Cor. 9:22; cf. Matt. 12:20.

2 Cor 11:28 Apart from the things which have not been mentioned, there is this: the crowd
of cares pressing upon me daily, the anxious concern for all the churches.

2 Cor 11:29 Who is weak, and | am not weak? Who is stumbled, and | myself do not burn?

1Cor9:22 To the weak | became weak that | might gain the weak. To all men | have
become all things that | might by all means save some.

Matt 12:20 A bruised reed He will not break, and smoking flax He will not quench until He
brings forth justice unto victory.

As a lover of the church in oneness with the church-loving Christ, Paul was willing to

spend what he had, referring to his possessions, and to spend what he was, referring to

his being, for the sake of the saints in order to build up the Body of Christ—Eph.

5:25; 2 Cor. 12:15; 11:28-29.

Eph 5:25 Husbands, love your wives even as Christ also loved the church and gave
Himself up for her

2 Cor 12:15 But I, I will most gladly spend and be utterly spent on behalf of your souls. If |
love you more abundantly, am I loved less?

2 Cor 11:28 Apart from the things which have not been mentioned, there is this: the crowd
of cares pressing upon me daily, the anxious concern for all the churches.

2 Cor 11:29 Who is weak, and | am not weak? Who is stumbled, and | myself do not burn?
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Excerpts from the Ministry:
THE MINISTERS OF THE NEW COVENANT

Chapter seven is...part of the section in 2 Corinthians concerning the ministers of the new
covenant. In this section Paul portrays the kind of life lived by the ministers of the new covenant. In
this message we shall seek to touch the feeling in Paul’s spirit as expressed in 7:2-7. In reading 7:2-16,
the crucial matter is to touch Paul’s feeling and also his spirit. However, it is not easy to do this.

THE INTIMATE CONCERN OF THE MINISTERING LIFE

What we have in 7:2-16 is the intimate concern of the ministering life. Every believer who loves
the Lord and who wants to come up to God’s standard should become a minister of the new covenant.
As long as we are believers in Christ, we should be New Testament ministers, no matter whether we
happen to be apostles, evangelists, elders, or deacons. Such a minister is a person who supplies Christ
to others for the building up of the church, His Body. When | was young | heard that every believer
should be a preacher of the gospel. Now we see that we should be not merely gospel preachers, but
ministers of the new covenant, those who minister Christ as life so that the church may be built up as
the Body of Christ. This ministry should be carried out not only by apostles and elders; it should be
carried out by everyone in the church.

The goal of the Lord’s recovery today is to recover this ministering of Christ by all the believers
so that the church may be built up. This understanding is based on Paul’s word in Ephesians 4, where
he says that the apostles, prophets, evangelists, and shepherds and teachers perfect the saints unto the
work of the ministry, unto the building up of the Body of Christ. For us all to be church builders, to
minister Christ for the building up of the church, we need a ministering life. In order to be new
covenant ministers we need such a ministering life. We need to live a life of ministering Christ to
others for the church.

Many years ago | read various books that encouraged believers to be spiritual, holy, and
victorious. But I never read one book charging us to live a ministering life. Many of us have read
books on how to be spiritual, how to live a holy life, or how to be victorious. But have you ever read a
book telling you how to live a ministering life? | do not believe any of us has read such a book.

In my travels over a period of about fifty years, | have met many different kinds of Christians. In
particular | have met some who had a reputation for being spiritual. But to my registration even these
so-called spiritual ones did not have a proper ministering life. They lived in a very careful manner in
order to be “spiritual,” *“holy,” and “victorious.” But they did not live in such a way as to be
ministering ones. By the Lord’s grace, not by our own efforts, we all should endeavor to live a
ministering life.

A FRUITFUL LIFE

The ministering life we see in 2 Corinthians is a fruitful life. We may be “spiritual,” “holy,” and
“victorious” and yet not be fruitful. There are problems with that kind of spirituality, holiness, and
victory. It is questionable whether those qualities are true and genuine. Is it not unusual that one could
be “spiritual” without being fruitful? According to the Bible, being spiritual is for the purpose of being
fruitful. In the Gospel of John the Lord does not tell us to be spiritual, holy, and victorious. Rather, in
John 15 He charges us to bear fruit, even to bear much fruit, abiding fruit. This is to live a ministering
life.

Around my home there are a number of fruit trees— peach, lemon, and orange. For quite a long
period of time, certain trees did not bear any fruit. Because of the lack of fruit, we were considering
whether we should remove them. Although these trees did not bear fruit, they continued to grow quite
well. In fact, they were green and flourishing, full of leaves. Nevertheless, the more they grew in that
way, the more bothered | was concerning them. Sometimes when | looked at those trees I said, “What
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are you trees doing here? You are full of green leaves, and your branches are spreading forth, but you
are not bearing any fruit.” We may take this as an illustration of believers who may be “spiritual,”
“holy,” and “victorious,” but are fruitless. They do not bear fruit because they do not have a
ministering life. It is very important to see that we all must have a ministering life.

In my early days, | heard several messages on 2 Corinthians 7. The emphasis of those messages
was on sorrowing according to God. Those messages pointed out that if we sorrow according to God,
we shall not regret being sorrowful. But although | heard some messages on this point, |1 was not told
anything about Paul’s feeling and spirit in this chapter. Here we see his intimate concern.

THE NEED FOR GENUINE CONCERN

It is possible to become knowledgeable in spiritual matters and powerful in preaching and yet
still be unfruitful. In fact, instead of being fruitful and ministering life, such a person may cause others
to suffer death. A brother may even visit another locality and hold a conference, but the results of that
conference may be that many are killed. They are killed not by wrong words, but by right words.
Furthermore, in the shepherding of the saints, it is also possible that we may kill others. The reason for
this Kkilling, this fruitlessness, is the lack of intimate concern. A brother who has a conference with a
particular church may be concerned only for the giving of messages; he may not have any genuine
concern for the church in that locality. Likewise, we may visit a family to shepherd them, but we may
not have any loving concern. Rather, our motive may be to display our knowledge, spirituality, gift, or
capability. The result is a killing.

Some mothers seem to be short of wisdom. Yet even though they are not clever, they raise their
children in a very good way because they have a loving concern for them. Such mothers have a tender,
intimate concern for their children. On the contrary, some step-mothers may be knowledgeable, gifted,
and clever; however, they lack the necessary concern for the children. In taking care of children, what
IS most important is not knowledge or ability—it is an intimate concern. The same is true in taking care
of churches or in shepherding the saints. What is needed is the intimate concern of a ministering life.
The brothers who hold conferences with churches must have a genuine concern for the churches. They
should not merely be interested in giving excellent messages as a display of their knowledge, talent, or
capability.

When | was young, | was somewhat troubled by chapter seven of 2 Corinthians. | regarded the
Bible as a sacred, classical book, and it seemed to me that 2 Corinthians 7 was not a classical writing. |
could understand why chapters like Romans 5 and Romans 8 were in the Bible, but I did not know why
a chapter like 2 Corinthians 7 was included. In verse 6 Paul says that he was encouraged by the coming
of Titus, and in verse 7 he goes on to say, “And not only by his coming, but also by the encouragement
with which he was encouraged over you, informing us of your longing, your mourning, your zeal on
my behalf, so that I rejoiced the more.” It seemed to me that such a verse should not be in the Bible.
Have you ever checked why 2 Corinthians 7 is in the New Testament? If you have never thought about
it, this may indicate that you are somewhat careless in reading the Word. | can testify that the more
attention | pay to this chapter, the more I love it, and the more | learn from it and am affected by it.

This chapter reveals that we need an intimate concern. If we have ability to carry on a work but
lack an intimate concern, our work will be fruitless. What is needed to establish a good family life and
church life is intimate concern. How fruitful we are, how much fruit we bear, does not depend on what
we are able to do. It depends on whether or not we have an intimate concern.

Brother Nee told us that in preaching the gospel we need to have a genuine concern for others. As
long as we have the proper concern for people, we are well on our way to be qualified to be used of
God for their salvation. A very good testimony of this is in the book Seen and Heard. In that book, the
writer, James M’Kendrick, tells us of standing in front of a group of unbelievers and weeping, without
saying a word. Nevertheless, a number were saved, for he had a deep concern. Eloquence, gift, and
power can never touch people as deeply as your concern for them.
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In 1 Corinthians Paul was like a father disciplining his children. But even this discipline came out
of a deep, intimate concern. For example, a mother may spank one of her children. But while he is
receiving that spanking, the child realizes that the mother is disciplining him with a loving spirit and
attitude. Thus, even when she is spanking her child, she can love him. Children can tell whether or not
their parents discipline them out of a spirit of love. It was with a loving, concerned spirit that Paul
wrote the book of 1 Corinthians. To be sure, in 2 Corinthians as a whole, and especially in chapter
seven, we see Paul’s intimate concern for the believers.

WARMING OTHERS

In 2 Corinthians 7 Paul was very emotional. In verse 13 he says that he “rejoiced more
abundantly over the joy of Titus.” J. N. Darby points out that it is not possible to render exactly in
English the Greek idiom for “more abundantly.” Paul was very human and emotional in his ministering
of life. Paul was so emotional because his concern was so deep and intimate. Without this kind of
concern, we could never be abundantly rejoicing in the way Paul was. Instead, we may be as cold as a
freezer, altogether lacking in concern for the saints. Instead of warming up others, we make them even
colder. Nothing can grow when it is in such a frozen condition. We need the weather of spring to come
to thaw us out and warm up our life. Once again there is a need for a ministering life. Do you know
what a ministering life is? It is a life that warms up others. Learn to warm others. This is to have an
intimate concern for them.

Many have read 2 Corinthians 7 without touching the matter of Paul’s intimate concern. If we do
not have this kind of concern for others, we shall not be fruitful. If I would minister life to the saints, |
must have a genuine concern for them, a concern that is emotional, deep, and intimate. I must be so
concerned that, at times, | may appear to others to be foolish or beside myself.

PAUL’S ENTREATY

In 7:2 Paul says, “Make room for us; we wronged no one, we corrupted no one, we took
advantage of no one.” The frank exhortation from 6:14 through 7:1 is given parenthetically to bring the
distracted believers back to their holy God from being touched by something that has defiled them, so
that they may be fully reconciled to Him. Hence, 7:2 is actually a continuation of 6:11-13, entreating
the believers to have their heart enlarged toward the apostles, to make room for them. From this verse
to the end of this chapter the apostle in his entreating expresses his intimate concern for the believers,
that they may be consoled and encouraged to go on positively with the Lord after being fully
reconciled to Him.

When Paul says, “Make room for us,” he is actually saying to the Corinthians, “Brothers, | want
to enter into you and dwell in you. But you are narrow and have shut yourselves up. You don’t have an
enlarged heart to receive us. | love you, and | am concerned for you. This is why | urge you to open up
and make room for us so that we may come into you and dwell in you.”

If you visit the church in another locality without the kind of spirit Paul has in verse 2, you may
have the unconscious feeling that you are more knowledgeable concerning spiritual things than others
and have something to minister to them. This is not the kind of attitude we need. But suppose you
appeal to the saints the same way Paul does in verse 2, urging them to make room for you in their
hearts so that you may dwell in them. Surely this will touch others very deeply.

In verse 2 Paul says that they wronged no one, corrupted no one, and took advantage of no one. It
seems that Paul is vindicating himself, but his vindication is in a way that is intimate and lovely.

In verse 3 Paul continues, “I do not say this to condemn you, for | have said before that you are in
our hearts to die together and to live together.” Here we have an expression of an intimate relationship,
not polite, courteous talk. Paul is frank in the way he speaks, but also very intimate and touching. For
Paul to speak to the Corinthians in this way shows that between him and them there was an intimate
relationship. Only to those with whom we are intimate can we speak in this way.
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In verse 3 Paul even says that the Corinthians were in the apostles’ hearts to die together and live
together. Here Paul seems to be saying, “I do not say this to condemn you, for | have already said that
you are in our hearts. Since we have you in our hearts and our hearts are enlarged, we appeal to you to
enlarge your hearts and make room for us. Corinthians, you are in our hearts to die together and live
together.” What deep, tender, intimate words! How deeply touching!

ENCOURAGED AND JOYFUL BECAUSE OF A DEEP CONCERN

Verse 4 continues, “Great is my boldness toward you, great is my boasting on your behalf; | am
filled with encouragement, | overflow with joy in all our affliction.” The Greek here literally means the
encouragement and the joy, pointing to the particular encouragement and the particular joy. Here also
Paul’s words are intimate and touching.

In verse 5 Paul says, “For also when we came into Macedonia, our flesh had no relief, but we
were afflicted in every way; without were fightings, within were fears.” The flesh here refers to the
outward man, including the body and the soul. The fightings were without and the fears were within.
These fightings and fears involved the body outwardly and the soul inwardly. To have no relief in the
flesh differs from having no relief in the spirit.

Verse 6 says, “But He Who encourages those who are cast down—God—encouraged us by the
coming of Titus.” Because of his deep concern for the Corinthian believers’ response to his first
Epistle, Paul, having no relief in his spirit (2:13), even very much weighed down by his concern, was
anxious to see Titus for information concerning their response. Now Titus not only comes, but brings
glad news of their positive response. This is a great encouragement to the apostle.

In verse 7 Paul continues, “And not only by his coming, but also by the encouragement with
which he was encouraged over you, informing us of your longing, your mourning, your zeal on my
behalf, so that | rejoiced the more.” Here again Paul is very emotional because of his concern.

We all need to be enlarged in our hearts, reconciled fully to God. Then we shall have a life that is
a ministering life, a life that can bear much fruit. Only the ministering life enables us to bear fruit.
Fruit-bearing is the issue of a ministering life. (Life-study of 2 Corinthians, pp. 379-386)
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