ZO—ZFEFHI4R

R RV N
B 9 4E 22 5% 3% ) é’?i‘%é‘

R CIH—1~4, 225~32, =11

# H
B BPENEEIRLANLTHH -

B2 XFAT EREF BN —VERD B
EQEHE A RFH AT RAMARNET ¥
BAEBRNEE?

T3 RMEREFERT > FHEHR  HEEARK -

B4 EH T B R Ty R
BERTH » RERH -

H 2% BATREGFFRANARER L REE HE
Bug o~ Wi, APRE TR REFENRM o

H 220 R0 ST R4 » B £ T Y H 4R
ZHFERMHENL KT HEKTER ©

H 22T b EREA A7 FH > X R B o E
RIS s ERUNLEANW  ROTHUALER -
H B U REXBNEZEE—VRNEN AR

TO——_FEFER - EFEWUE-FE 18

2012 Summer Training

Crystallization-Study of the Minor Prophets

Message Four

The Central Thought of the Book of Joel
with Its Controlling Prophecy of Four Kinds of Locusts

Scripture Reading: Joel 1:1-4; 2:25-32; 3:11

Outline

Joel 1:1 The word of Jehovah which came to Joel the son of Pethuel.

Joel 1:2 Hear this, you elders, / And give heed, all you inhabitants of the land. / Has this
ever happened in your days, / Or even in the days of your fathers?

Joel 1:3 Tell your children about it, / And let your children tell their children, / And let
their children tell the next generation.

Joel 1:4 What the cutting locust has left, the swarming locust has eaten; / And what the
swarming locust has left, the licking locust has eaten; / And what the licking locust
has left, the consuming locust has eaten.

Joel 2:25 And | will restore to you the years / That the swarming locust has eaten, / The
licking locust and the consuming locust and the cutting locust, / My great army /
That | sent among you.

Joel 2:26 And you will eat to the full and be satisfied, / And you will praise the name
of Jehovah your God, / Who has dealt wondrously with you; / And My people will
never be ashamed.

Joel 2:27 And you will know that | am in the midst of Israel, / And that | am Jehovah
your God and there is none else. / And My people will never be ashamed.

Joel 2:28 And afterward | will pour out My Spirit upon all flesh, / And your sons and your
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daughters shall prophesy; / Your old men shall dream dreams; / Your young men
shall see visions.

Joel 2:29 Indeed even upon the male and female slaves / In those days | will pour out
My Spirit.

Joel 2:30 And | will show wonders in the heavens and on earth: / Blood and fire and
pillars of smoke.

Joel 2:31 The sun shall be turned into darkness, / And the moon into blood, / Before the
great and terrible / Day of Jehovah comes.

Joel 2:32 And everyone who calls on the name of Jehovah shall be saved; / For in
Mount Zion and in Jerusalem will be an escape, / As Jehovah has said, / Even for
the remnant / Whom Jehovah calls.

Joel 3:11 Hurry and come, / All you surrounding nations, / And be gathered. / There
cause Your mighty ones to descend, O Jehovah!

I. We need to see the central thought of the book of Joel with its
controlling prophecy of four kinds of locusts:

A. The name Joel means “Jehovah is God”—1:1.
Joel 1:1 The word of Jehovah which came to Joel the son of Pethuel.

B. “Hear this, you elders, / And give heed, all you inhabitants of the land. / Has this ever happened
i your days, / Or even in the days of your fathers? / Tell your children about it, / And let your
children tell their children, / And let their children tell the next generation. / What the cutting
locust has left, the swarming locust has eaten; / And what the swarming locust has left, the licking
locust has eaten; / And what the licking locust has left, the consuming locust has eaten”—vv. 2-4:

1. Four words are used for locust in verse 4, probably referring to one kind of locust in
various stages of growth—cf. 2:25.

Joel 2:25 And | will restore to you the years / That the swarming locust has eaten, / The
licking locust and the consuming locust and the cutting locust, / My great army /
That | sent among you.
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2, The four stages of this one kind of locust refer to the nations that devastated Israel in four
consecutive empires: Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, and Rome, including Antichrist, who
will be the last Caesar of the Roman Empire—Rev. 17:8-11; cf. Dan. 7:12.

Rev 17:8 The beast that you saw was and is not and is about to come up out of the
abyss and go into perdition. And those who dwell on the earth, those whose names
are not written from the foundation of the world in the book of life, will marvel when
they see the beast, that he was and is not and will be present.

Rev 17:9 Here is the mind which has wisdom. The seven heads are the seven
mountains where the woman sits

Rev 17:10 And are seven kings: five have fallen, one is, the other has not yet come;
and when he comes, he must remain only a short time.

Rev 17:11 And the beast who was and is not, he himself is also the eighth and is out of
the seven and goes into perdition.

Dan 7:12 And as for the rest of the beasts, their dominion was taken away, but an
extension of life was given to them for a season and a time.

3. The armies of these empires were like locusts (Joel 2:25) coming to devastate and
consume Israel totally, devouring her people, land, fields, produce, food, and drink and
cutting off her offerings.

Joel 2:25 And | will restore to you the years / That the swarming locust has eaten, / The
licking locust and the consuming locust and the cutting locust, / My great army /
That | sent among you.

4. These empires correspond to the four sections of the great human image in Daniel
2:31-33, to the four beasts in Daniel 7:3-8 (cf. Rev. 13:1-2), and to the four horns in
Zechariah 1:18-21.

Dan 2:31 You, O king, were watching, and there was a single great image. This image, large
and its brightness surpassing, stood opposite you; and its appearance was frightful.

Dan 2:32 Concerning this image, its head was of fine gold, its breast and its arms of
silver, its abdomen and its thighs of bronze,
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Dan 2:33 Its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of clay.
Dan 7:3 And four great beasts came up from the sea, each different from the other.

Dan 7:4 The first was like a lion and had the wings of an eagle. | watched until its wings
were plucked and it was lifted up from the earth and made to stand on two feet like
a man; and a man's heart was given to it.

Dan 7:5 And there was another beast, a second one, resembling a bear. And it was
raised up on one side, and three ribs were in its mouth between its teeth; and they
said thus to it, Arise, devour much flesh.

Dan 7:6 After this | watched and there was another beast, like a leopard; and it had four
wings of a bird on its back; and the beast had four heads, and dominion was given to it.

Dan 7:7 After this | watched in the night visions, and there was a fourth beast, dreadful
and frightful and exceedingly strong; and it had large iron teeth; it devoured and
crushed and trampled down the remainder with its feet; and it was different from all
the beasts that were before it; and it had ten horns.

Dan 7:8 | was considering the horns; then there was another horn, a small one, which
came up among them; and three of the first horns were uprooted from before it. And
there were eyes like the eyes of a man in this horn and a mouth speaking great things.

Rev 13:1 And | saw a beast coming up out of the sea, having ten horns and seven
heads, and on his horns ten diadems, and on his heads names of blasphemy.

Rev 13:2 And the beast which | saw was like a leopard, and his feet like those of a bear,
and his mouth like the mouth of a lion. And the dragon gave him his power and his
throne and great authority.

Zech 1:18 Then | lifted up my eyes and looked, and there were four horns.

Zech 1:19 And | said to the angel who spoke with me, What are these? And he said to
me, These are the horns that have scattered Judah, Israel, and Jerusalem.

Zech 1:20 Then Jehovah showed me four craftsmen.
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Zech 1:21 And | said, What do these come to do? And he spoke, saying, These are the
horns that have so scattered Judah that no man lifts up his head, but these have
come to terrify them, to cast down the horns of the nations who have lifted up the
horn against the land of Judah to scatter it.

5. They will be overcome and terminated by Christ, who will set up the kingdom and reign
among the saved Israel in the age of restoration—Dan. 2:34-35.

Dan 2:34 You were watching until a stone was cut out without hands, and it struck the
image at its feet of iron and clay and crushed them.

Dan 2:35 Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold were crushed all at
once, and they became like chaff from the summer threshing floors; and the wind
carried them away so that no trace of them was found. And the stone that struck
the image became a great mountain and filled the whole earth.

C. Beginning approximately two hundred years before the coming of Nebuchadnezzar
king of Babylon, God sent the prophets to warn Israel, to advise them, and to call them
to return to God; because Israel did not listen to the prophets, this forced God to send
the four kinds of locusts to chastise His people; Israel has been suffering the cutting,
swarming, licking, and consuming of the locusts for many centuries:

1. God’s purpose in allowing Israel to suffer under the locusts was to bring forth a couple,
Joseph and Mary, so that God could be born in man, of man, and out of man to become
no longer only God but a God-man; hence, God used the suffering of the Jews to bring
in the incarnation, an unprecedented event that brought God into man and mingled God
and man as one.

2, Furthermore, God has used the locusts to afford all the necessary facilities in the
environment for the carrying out of His purpose:

a. The Roman Empire, the aggregate of the four empires, afforded everything necessary for
the incarnated God to live and move and work on earth.

b. It also provided the means for Christ to be crucified for the accomplishment of God’s
redemption (John 18:31-32), the occasion for the pouring out of the Spirit as the processed
and consummated Triune God upon all flesh to produce the church as the organic Body of
Christ (Joel 2:28-32; Acts 2), and the facilities for the spreading of the gospel to the entire
inhabited earth (Matt. 28:19; Acts 1:8).
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John 18:31 Pilate said then to them, You take Him and judge Him according to your law.
The Jews said to him, It is not lawful for us to kill anyone,

John 18:32 That the word of Jesus might be fulfilled which He spoke, signifying by what
kind of death He was to die.

Joel 2:28 And afterward | will pour out My Spirit upon all flesh, / And your sons and your
daughters shall prophesy; / Your old men shall dream dreams; / Your young men
shall see visions.

Joel 2:29 Indeed even upon the male and female slaves / In those days | will pour out
My Spirit.

Joel 2:30 And | will show wonders in the heavens and on earth: / Blood and fire and
pillars of smoke.

Joel 2:31 The sun shall be turned into darkness, / And the moon into blood, / Before the
great and terrible / Day of Jehovah comes.

Joel 2:32 And everyone who calls on the name of Jehovah shall be saved; / For in
Mount Zion and in Jerusalem will be an escape, / As Jehovah has said, / Even for
the remnant / Whom Jehovah calls.

Acts 2:1 And as the day of Pentecost was being fulfilled, they were all together in the same place.

Acts 2:2 And suddenly there was a sound out of heaven, as of a rushing violent wind,
and it filled the whole house where they were sitting.

Acts 2:3 And there appeared to them tongues as of fire, which were distributed; and it
sat on each one of them;

Acts 2:4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in different
tongues, even as the Spirit gave to them to speak forth.

Acts 2:5 Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men, from every nation
under heaven.

Acts 2:6 And when this sound occurred, the multitude came together and was
confounded because each one heard them speaking in his own dialect.
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Acts 2:7 And they were amazed and marveled, saying, Behold, are not all these who
are speaking Galileans?

Acts 2:8 And how is it that we each hear them in our own dialect in which we were born?

Acts 2:9 Parthians and Medes and Elamites and those dwelling in Mesopotamia, both
in Judea and Cappadocia, in Pontus and Asia,

Acts 2:10 Both in Phrygia and Pamphylia, in Egypt and the parts of Libya around
Cyrene, and the sojourning of Rome, both Jews and proselytes,

Acts 2:11 Cretans and Arabians, we hear them speaking in our tongues the magnificent
works of God?

Acts 2:12 And they were all amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, What does this mean?
Acts 2:13 But others jeered and said, They are full of new wine!

Acts 2:14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and spoke forth to
them: Men of Judea, and all who are dwelling in Jerusalem, let this be known to
you, and give ear to my words.

Acts 2:15 For these men are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is the third hour of
the day;

Acts 2:16 But this is what is spoken through the prophet Joel:

Acts 2:17 "And it shall be in the last days, says God, that | will pour out of My Spirit
upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young
men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream things in dreams;

Acts 2:18 And indeed upon My slaves, both men and women, | will pour out of My Spirit
in those days, and they shall prophesy.

Acts 2:19 And | will show wonders in heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood
and fire and vapor of smoke.
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Acts 2:20 The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the
great and notable day of the Lord comes.

Acts 2:21 And it shall be that everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved."

Acts 2:22 Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus the Nazarene, a man shown by God
to you to be approved by works of power and wonders and signs, which God did
through Him in your midst, even as you yourselves know-

Acts 2:23 This man, delivered up by the determined counsel and foreknowledge of God,
you, through the hand of lawless men, nailed to a cross and killed;

Acts 2:24 Whom God has raised up, having loosed the pangs of death, since it was not
possible for Him to be held by it.

Acts 2:25 For David says regarding Him, "l saw the Lord continually before me, because
He is on my right hand, that | may not be shaken.

Acts 2:26 Therefore my heart was made glad and my tongue exulted; moreover, also my
flesh will rest in hope,

Acts 2:27 Because You will not abandon my soul to Hades, nor will you permit Your Holy
One to see corruption.

Acts 2:28 You have made known to me the ways of life; You will make me full of
gladness with Your presence."

Acts 2:29 Men, brothers, | can say to you plainly concerning the patriarch David that he
both deceased and was buried, and his tomb is among us until this day.

Acts 2:30 Therefore, being a prophet and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to
him to seat One from the fruit of his loins upon his throne,

Acts 2:31 He, seeing this beforehand, spoke concerning the resurrection of the Christ,
that neither was He abandoned to Hades, nor did His flesh see corruption.

Acts 2:32 This Jesus God has raised up, of which we all are witnesses.
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Acts 2:33 Therefore having been exalted to the right hand of God and having received
the promise of the Holy Spirit from the Father, He has poured out this which you
both see and hear.

Acts 2:34 For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he himself says, "The Lord
said to my Lord, Sit at My right hand

Acts 2:35 Until | set Your enemies as a footstool for Your feet."

Acts 2:36 Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made Him
both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you have crucified.

Acts 2:37 And when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and they said to
Peter and the rest of the apostles, What should we do, brothers?

Acts 2:38 And Peter said to them, Repent and each one of you be baptized upon the
name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of
the Holy Spirit.

Acts 2:39 For to you is the promise and to your children, and to all who are far off, as
many as the Lord our God calls to Himself.

Acts 2:40 And with many other words he solemnly testified and exhorted them, saying,
Be saved from this crooked generation.

Acts 2:41 Those then who received his word were baptized, and there were added on
that day about three thousand souls.

Acts 2:42 And they continued steadfastly in the teaching and the fellowship of the
apostles, in the breaking of bread and the prayers.

Acts 2:43 And fear was upon every soul; and many wonders and signs took place
through the apostles.

Acts 2:44 And all those who believed were together and had all things common;

Acts 2:45 And they sold their properties and possessions and divided them to all, as
anyone had need.
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Acts 2:46 And day by day, continuing steadfastly with one accord in the temple and breaking
bread from house to house, they partook of their food with exultation and simplicity of heart,

Acts 2:47 Praising God and having grace with all the people. And the Lord added
together day by day those who were being saved.

Matt 28:19 Go therefore and disciple all the nations, baptizing them into the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,

Acts 1:8 But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, and you
shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and unto the
uttermost part of the earth.

D. The four empires, or kingdoms, signified by the locusts are worldly, but they are used
by God’s Craftsman (Christ—Dan. 2:34-35) as His instrument to chastise Israel and
punish the nations; in this way God is accomplishing whatever is needed for Christ to be
manifested in full so that the entire universe may be fully restored:

Dan 2:34 You were watching until a stone was cut out without hands, and it struck the
image at its feet of iron and clay and crushed them.

Dan 2:35 Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold were crushed all at
once, and they became like chaff from the summer threshing floors; and the wind
carried them away so that no trace of them was found. And the stone that struck the
image became a great mountain and filled the whole earth.

1. Christ is the last Craftsman used by God to break the four horns; the four craftsmen are
the skills used by God to destroy these kingdoms with their kings; each of the first three
kingdoms (Babylon, Medo-Persia, and Greece) was taken over in a skillful way by the
kingdom that followed it—Zech. 1:18-21; Dan. 5; 8:3-7.

Zech 1:18 Then | lifted up my eyes and looked, and there were four horns.

Zech 1:19 And | said to the angel who spoke with me, What are these? And he said to
me, These are the horns that have scattered Judah, Israel, and Jerusalem.

Zech 1:20 Then Jehovah showed me four craftsmen.
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Zech 1:21 And | said, What do these come to do? And he spoke, saying, These are the
horns that have so scattered Judah that no man lifts up his head, but these have
come to terrify them, to cast down the horns of the nations who have lifted up the
horn against the land of Judah to scatter it.

Dan 5:1 Belshazzar the king made a great feast for a thousand of his lords; and he
drank wine before the thousand.

Dan 5:2 Belshazzar, under the influence of the wine, commanded men to bring the gold and
silver vessels that Nebuchadnezzar his forefather had taken out of the temple which was in
Jerusalem, that the king and his lords, his wives, and his concubines might drink from them.

Dan 5:3 Then they brought the golden vessels that had been taken out of the temple of
the house of God, which was in Jerusalem; and the king and his lords, his wives,
and his concubines drank from them.

Dan 5:4 They drank wine and praised the gods of gold and of silver, of bronze, iron,
wood, and stone.

Dan 5:5 At that moment the fingers of a man's hand came forth and wrote opposite the
lampstand upon the plaster of the wall of the king's palace. And the king saw that
part of the hand that wrote.

Dan 5:6 Then the king's countenance changed and his thoughts alarmed him; and the
joints of his hips loosened and his knees began to knock together.

Dan 5:7 The king cried loudly to bring the conjurers, the Chaldeans, and the diviners.
The king responded and said to the wise men of Babylon, Any man who reads this
writing and declares its interpretation to me shall be clothed in purple and shall have
a chain of gold around his neck and shall rule as the third ruler in the kingdom.

Dan 5:8 Then all the king's wise men came, but they could not read the writing nor make
its interpretation known to the king.

Dan 5:9 Then King Belshazzar was greatly alarmed; his countenance was further
changed, and his lords were perplexed.
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Dan 5:10 The queen mother, because of the words of the king and his lords, came to
the banquet house. The queen mother responded and said, O king, live forever! Do
not let your thoughts alarm you, nor let your countenance change.

Dan 5:11 There is a man in your kingdom in whom is a spirit of the holy gods; and
in the days of your forefather light and insight and wisdom like the wisdom of
the gods were found in him. And King Nebuchadnezzar your forefather-your
forefather, O king-made him chief of the magicians, conjurers, Chaldeans,
and diviners,

Dan 5:12 Because an excellent spirit and knowledge and insight, and the interpretation
of dreams, the declaring of riddles, and the resolving of problems were found in this
Daniel, whom the king named Belteshazzar. Let Daniel now be called, and he will
declare the interpretation.

Dan 5:13 Then Daniel was brought before the king. The king responded and said to
Daniel, Are you Daniel, one of the captives of Judah, whom my forefather the king
brought from Judah?

Dan 5:14 Now | have heard about you that a spirit of the gods is in you and that light
and insight and surpassing wisdom are found in you.

Dan 5:15 And now the wise men, the conjurers, have been brought in before me that
they might read this writing and make its interpretation known to me, but they
cannot declare the interpretation of the thing.

Dan 5:16 But | have heard about you that you can give interpretations and resolve
problems. If you can now read the writing and make its interpretation known to me,
you shall be clothed in purple and shall have a chain of gold around your neck and
shall rule as the third ruler in the kingdom.

Dan 5:17 Then Daniel answered and said before the king, Let your gifts remain with you,
or give your rewards to another; nevertheless | will read the writing for the king and
make the interpretation known to him.

Dan 5:18 Regarding you, O king, God the Most High gave to Nebuchadnezzar your
forefather kingship, greatness, glory, and majesty;
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Dan 5:19 And because of the greatness which He gave to him, all peoples, nations,
and languages trembled and feared before him; whomever he wished he slew, and
whomever he wished he kept alive, and whomever he wished he raised up, and
whomever he wished he brought down.

Dan 5:20 But when his heart was lifted up and his spirit became so arrogant that he
conducted himself in pride, he was deposed from his royal throne, and his glory was
taken away from him.

Dan 5:21 And he was driven from the sons of men, and his heart was made like that of the
beasts, and his dwelling place was with the wild donkeys; men fed him with grass as they
do bulls, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven, until he came to know that God
the Most High is the Ruler over the kingdom of men and sets over it whomever He wills.

Dan 5:22 And you his descendant, Belshazzar, have not humbled your heart, though
you knew all this;

Dan 5:23 But you have exalted yourself against the Lord of the heavens; and they have
brought the vessels of His house before you, and you and your lords, your wives, and your
concubines have drunk wine from them; and you have praised the gods of silver and of
gold, of bronze, iron, wood, and stone, which do not see nor hear nor know. But the God
in whose hand is your breath and to whom all your ways belong, you have not honored.

Dan 5:24 Then that part of the hand was sent from before Him, and this writing was inscribed.
Dan 5:25 And this is the writing that was inscribed: MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN.

Dan 5:26 This is the interpretation of the matter: MENE-God has numbered your
kingdom and brought it to an end;

Dan 5:27 TEKEL-You have been weighed in the scales and found to be lacking.
Dan 5:28 PERES-Your kingdom has been divided and given to the Medes and Persians.

Dan 5:29 Then Belshazzar commanded; and they clothed Daniel in purple and put a
chain of gold around his neck, and they made the proclamation concerning him that
he should rule as the third ruler in the kingdom.
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Dan 5:30 In that very night Belshazzar the Chaldean king was slain.
Dan 5:31 And Darius the Mede received the kingdom at about the age of sixty-two.

Dan 8:3 Then | lifted my eyes, and | looked, and there was a ram, standing before the
river, and he had two horns. And the two horns were high, but one was higher than
the other; and the higher one came up last.

Dan 8:4 | saw the ram pushing westward, northward, and southward; and no beast
could stand before him, and there was no one who could deliver from his power; but
he did as he pleased, and he became great.

Dan 8:5 And while | considered this, there was a male goat, coming from the west
over the face of the whole earth without touching the ground; and the goat had a
conspicuous horn between his eyes.

Dan 8:6 And he came up to the ram that had the two horns, which | had seen standing
before the river, and ran toward him in his mighty wrath.

Dan 8:7 And | saw him come close to the ram, and he was enraged at him; and he
struck the ram and broke his two horns; and the ram had no strength to withstand
him, but the goat threw him down to the ground and trampled him; and there was
none to deliver the ram from his power.

2. Thus, the four craftsmen used by God are Medo-Persia, Greece, Rome, and ultimately
Christ.

3. The fourth Craftsman will be Christ as the stone cut out without hands, who will crush the
restored Roman Empire and thereby crush the great human image as the totality of human
government at His coming back—2:31-35.

Dan 2:31 You, O king, were watching, and there was a single great image. This image, large
and its brightness surpassing, stood opposite you; and its appearance was frightful.

Dan 2:32 Concerning this image, its head was of fine gold, its breast and its arms of
silver, its abdomen and its thighs of bronze,

Dan 2:33 Its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of clay.
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BEHRIFBF RGN L AR o image at its feet of iron and clay and crushed them.

B 23 REH SR~ ~H 4 H—FHEERE Dan 2:35 Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold were crushed all at
KW ERAKE FWBEM A% s BRI E o 47 once, and they became like chaff from the summer threshing floors; and the wind
BEGHWAEE  BR—EAL > ZiRaH - carried them away so that no trace of them was found. And the stone that struck the

image became a great mountain and filled the whole earth.
AEMABEAMEEYAANEE, hEYERMEE, 5 4. This stone signifies not only the individual Christ but also the corporate Christ, Christ with
SHEBERME TkgeE) —H=11, His “mighty ones”—Joel 3:11.

H 3 HEXRFENE s RAEEEHE —FEE o Joel 3:11 Hurry and come, / All you surrounding nations, / And be gathered. / There

P » KIRENRW A EZENERE | cause Your mighty ones to descend, O Jehovah!

'\] {L_ BFad T F fi% a5 H#46E & 1L In the Bible and in the Minor Prophets four things are unveiled:
WL s AR EGEE S KB 4EA > L& God’s chastisement on His elect people, God’s punishment of the
2 2 éf) i HEETRAEE=E 0 P44 5 nations, the manifestation of Christ, and the restoration; these four

RN matters are covered in Joel, a short book of three chapters:
- FAHERRAdEnd s (- 2~2 11021 ) A First, God sent the locusts to consume Israel (1:2—2:11, 25); this was God’s
BEA TS AR RE A s o chastisement because of Israel’s great evils.
) ZEAF CEEZ EHN—TERD » H Joel 1:2 Hear this, you elders, / And give heed, all you inhabitants of the land. / Has this
EQEE . £ FFWEF  SARFREYEF ever happened in your days, / Or even in the days of your fathers?
BEERNEE?

HI3KRPEREEHEET FHEEE » BEHEEZRK o Joel 1:3 Tell your children about it, / And let your children tell their children, / And let their
children tell the next generation.

B4 SRR T AR HERTH R, Joel 1:4 What the cutting locust has left, the swarming locust has eaten; / And what the
RERTH > ZEKE o swarming locust has left, the licking locust has eaten; / And what the licking locust

has left, the consuming locust has eaten.

H 15 BEAAT ERERT s —WHFBEHAD Joel 1:5 Awake, drunkards, and weep; / Howl, all you who drink wine, / Because of the

NERFERS BAFERARMG O FEHET o fresh wine; / For it has been cut off from your mouth.
B A-BERXEE  LEH > ERRNKAM Joel 1:6 For a nation has come up against My land, / Mighty and without number; / Its
AT EWwHTNTE > KEFwFHEAT o teeth are the teeth of a lion, / And it has the cutting teeth of a lioness.
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Joel 1:7 It has made My vine a desolation, / And My fig tree a heap of splinters. / It has
stripped it bare and cast it away; / Its branches are white.

Joel 1:8 Wail like a virgin girded with sackcloth / Over the husband of her youth.

Joel 1:9 The meal offering and the drink offering are cut off / From the house of Jehovah;
| The priests, the ministers of Jehovah, mourn.

Joel 1:10 The field is a waste; / The land mourns, / For the grain is a waste; / The new
wine is dried up; / The fresh oil languishes.

Joel 1:11 Be ashamed, O farmers; / Howl, O vinedressers, / For the wheat and for the
barley, / Because the harvest of the field has perished.

Joel 1:12 The vine is dried up, / And the fig tree languishes, / The pomegranate and the
palm and the apple tree - / All the trees of the field are dried up; / Indeed gladness
has withered away / From the children of men.

Joel 1:13 Gird yourselves and lament, O priests; / Howl, O ministers of the altar. / Come,
pass the night in sackcloth, / O ministers of my God. / For the meal offering and the
drink offering / Are held back from the house of your God.

Joel 1:14 Sanctify a fast; / Call a solemn assembly; / Gather the elders / And all
the inhabitants of the land / To the house of Jehovah your God; / And cry
unto Jehovah.

Joel 1:15 Alas for the day! / For the day of Jehovah has drawn near, / And as the
destruction from the Almighty it will come.

Joel 1:16 Is not our food / Cut off before our eyes, / Joy and exultation / From the house
of our God?

Joel 1:17 The seeds have shriveled / Under their clods; / The storehouses have been
desolated; / The barns have been torn down; / For the grain is dried up.

Joel 1:18 How the beasts groan! / The herds of cattle are confused, / For they have no
pasture; / The flocks of sheep also suffer punishment.
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Joel 1:19 To You, O Jehovah, | cry out; / For fire has devoured / The pastures of the
wilderness, / And the flame has set ablaze / All the trees of the field.

Joel 1:20 The beasts of the field also / Cry to You, / For the waterways / Are dried up, /
And fire has devoured / The pastures of the wilderness.

Joel 2:1 Blow a trumpet in Zion; / Sound an alarm in My holy mountain; / Let all
the inhabitants of the land tremble, / For the day of Jehovah comes; / For it
draws near:

Joel 2:2 A day of darkness and gloominess, / A day of clouds and deep darkness, / Like
the dawn spread over the mountains - / A people great and mighty. / There has not
been any like them / Since eternity, / And there will not be any more after them, /
Even until the years of the generation of the generations.

Joel 2:3 A fire devours before them, / And after them a flame blazes. / Before them the
land is like the garden of Eden, / After them, like a desolate wilderness; / And indeed
no one escapes them.

Joel 2:4 Their appearance is like the appearance of horses; / And as horsemen, so they run.

Joel 2:5 Like the sound of chariots / Upon the mountaintops they leap, / Like the sound of a
flame of fire / That devours the stubble, / Like a mighty people / Set in battle array.

Joel 2:6 At their presence the peoples writhed in anguish; / All faces became pale.

Joel 2:7 They run like mighty men; / Like men of battle they climb the wall. / And they
march, each in his ways, / And do not break their ranks.

Joel 2:8 Nor do they crowd each other; / They march, each on his highway. / Though
they fall among weapons, / They do not break off their progress.

Joel 2:9 They rush at the city; / They run against the wall; / They go up into the houses; /
In through the windows / They go, like a thief.

Joel 2:10 The earth quakes before them; / The heavens shake; / The sun and the moon
grow dark, / And the stars withdraw their shining.
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Joel 2:11 And Jehovah utters His voice / Before His army, / For His camp is very great,
| For He who executes His word is mighty. / For the day of Jehovah is great / And
very terrible, / And who can endure it?

Joel 2:25 And | will restore to you the years / That the swarming locust has eaten, / The
licking locust and the consuming locust and the cutting locust, / My great army /
That | sent among you.

R E > Fa P4 B. Then, this book reveals that God will punish and judge the Gentile nations because in

their consuming of Israel they are excessive, acting without regard for justice—3:1-16a, 19.

Joel 3:1 For indeed, in those days and at that time / When [ turn the captivity of Judah
and Jerusalem,

Joel 3:2 | will gather all the nations / And will bring them down to the valley of
Jehoshaphat; / And | will enter into judgment with them there / Because of My
people and My inheritance Israel, / Whom they have scattered among the nations. /
And they have divided My land

Joel 3:3 And have cast lots for My people; / And they have given a boy for a prostitute /
And sold a girl for wine to drink.

Joel 3:4 Indeed then, what are you to Me, Tyre and Sidon / And all the regions of
Philistia? / Will you repay Me with a recompense? / But if you recompense Me, /
Swiftly, speedily, / | will return your recompense upon your own head.

Joel 3:5 In that you have taken My silver and My gold, / And have brought My fine
precious things into your temples,

Joel 3:6 And have sold to the children of the Javanim / The children of Judah and the
children of Jerusalem, / In order to remove them / Far from their borders;

Joel 3:7 | will rouse them out of the place / To which you have sold them, / And will
return your recompense upon your own head.

Joel 3:8 And | will sell your sons and your daughters / Into the hand of the children of
Judah, / And they will sell them to the Sabeans, / To a nation that is far off, / For
Jehovah has spoken.
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Joel 3:9 Proclaim this among the nations: / Prepare the battle; / Rouse the mighty men; /
Let all the men of battle / Draw near; let them go up.

Joel 3:10 Beat your plowshares into swords, / And your pruning knives into spears; / Let
the weak say, / | am mighty.

Joel 3:11 Hurry and come, / All you surrounding nations, / And be gathered. / There
cause Your mighty ones to descend, O Jehovah!

Joel 3:12 Let the nations rouse themselves and come up / To the valley of Jehoshaphat.
/ For there | will sit to judge / All the surrounding nations.

Joel 3:13 Send forth the sickle, / For the harvest is ripe; / Come, tread, / For the
winepress is full; / The wine vats overflow, / For their evil is great.

Joel 3:14 Multitudes, multitudes, / In the valley of decision; / For the day of Jehovah has
drawn near / In the valley of decision.

Joel 3:15 The sun and the moon grow dark, / And the stars withdraw their shining.

Joel 3:16a And Jehovah will roar from Zion, / And from Jerusalem He will utter His voice,
/ And the heavens and the earth will shake. ...

Joel 3:19 Egypt will be a desolation, / And Edom will be a desolate wilderness, /
Because of the violence against the children of Judah, / In that they have shed
innocent blood in their land.

Cd Sl fer $OIR ) 0 B % 2 LAK C God’s chastising of Israel and His punishing of the nations issue in the

1 _ﬁﬁu ,..\EIE qIHEﬁ@M“‘J@]@*Ex :\bﬁ%ﬁkx %ﬁﬁ
MEE, CRAEMNEES TEENAL. BB
RE. BEENEEREARE ., (228, i
2; )Lﬂmﬂiﬁlﬁnﬁﬂimé'rﬂiﬁ']ﬂ”ﬁ (ﬁ
16~ 21, ) BEHEEERR N, CEREN
M.H%EHM%E

—O——HFEFIM - FME -FE 1982

manifestation of Christ:

1. Regarding this manifestation, Joel speaks concerning the outpouring of the
processed, consummated, compound Spirit, that is, the Spirit of God compounded
with Christ's humanity, Christ's death and its effectiveness, and Christ’s resurrection
with its power (2:28; Exo. 30:25, footnote 1); this is the Holy Spirit, who was poured
out on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:1-4, 16-21), and this Spirit is the consummated
Triune God and the realization of Christ for the manifestation of Christ.
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Joel 2:28 And afterward | will pour out My Spirit upon all flesh, / And your sons and your

daughters shall prophesy; / Your old men shall dream dreams; / Your young men
shall see visions.

Exo 30:25 And you shall make it a 1holy anointing oil, a fragrant ointment compounded

according to the work of a compounder; it shall be a holy anointing oil.

footnote 1 This holy anointing oil, a compound ointment of olive oil and four spices (vv.

23-24), is a full type of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, the compound, all-inclusive, life-
giving Spirit of the processed Triune God, whom Christ became through His death
and resurrection (1 Cor. 15:45; cf. motes 391 in John 7 and 194 in Phil. 1). The
significances of the ingredients of this compound anointing oil are as follows: (1)
flowing myrrh, a spice used in burial (John 19:39), signifies the precious death of
Christ (Rom. 6:3); (2) fragrant cinnamon signifies the sweetness and effectiveness
of Christ's death (Rom. 8:13); (3) fragrant calamus, from a reed that grew upward
in @ marsh or muddy place, signifies the precious resurrection of Christ (Eph. 2:6;
Col. 3:1; 1 Pet. 1:3); (4) cassia, used in ancient times to repel insects and snakes,
signifies the power of Christ’s resurrection (Phil. 3:10); and (5) the olive oil as
the base of the compound ointment signifies the Spirit of God as the base of the
compound Spirit (Gen. 1:2). Since the number four signifies the creatures (Ezek.
1:5), of which man is the head (Gen. 1:26), and the number one signifies the unique
God (Deut. 4:35; 1 Tim. 2:5), the four spices signify the humanity of Christ in God’s
creation, and the one hin of olive oil signifies the unique God with His divinity.
Thus, the blending of olive oil with the four spices signifies the compounding, the
mingling, of God and man, of divinity and humanity, in the compound Spirit (cf.
Lev. 2:4 and note 3). The olive oil and the four spices were all prepared through a
process of either pressing or cutting, signifying that the Spirit of God became the
Spirit of Christ (Rom. 8:9 and note 4) through Christ’s sufferings (Matt. 26:36 and
note). Furthermore, the measure of the four spices, being three complete units of
five hundred shekels each, the middle five hundred shekels being split into two
parts, signifies the Triune God in resurrection, the second, the Son, being “split” by
His death on the cross. Since in the Bible five is the number for responsibility (Matt.
25:2 and note 1), the five elements in the compound ointment and the three units of
five hundred shekels of the four spices signify the Triune God in resurrection as the
power, the capability, for bearing responsibility. Since the numbers three and five are
related to God’s building (see note 152 in Gen. 6), these numbers in the compound
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ointment signify that in the compound Spirit there is the element for God’s building.
Based on the above significances, the compounding of the four spices with the olive
oil to make an anointing oil signifies the mingling of the above-mentioned elements
with the Spirit of God through the process of Christ’s incarnation, human living,
crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension to produce the compound Spirit for the
building of God’s eternal dwelling place.

Acts 2:1 And as the day of Pentecost was being fulfilled, they were all together in the
same place.

Acts 2:2 And suddenly there was a sound out of heaven, as of a rushing violent wind,
and it filled the whole house where they were sitting.

Acts 2:3 And there appeared to them tongues as of fire, which were distributed; and it
sat on each one of them;

Acts 2:4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in different
tongues, even as the Spirit gave to them to speak forth.

Acts 2:16 But this is what is spoken through the prophet Joel:

Acts 2:17 "And it shall be in the last days, says God, that | will pour out of My Spirit upon
all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men
shall see visions, and your old men shall dream things in dreams;

Acts 2:18 And indeed upon My slaves, both men and women, | will pour out of My Spirit
in those days, and they shall prophesy.

Acts 2:19 And | will show wonders in heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood
and fire and vapor of smoke.

Acts 2:20 The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the
great and notable day of the Lord comes.

Acts 2:21 And it shall be that everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved."

2012 Summer Training - Message 4 - Page 21



2E%ﬁﬁ%mggﬂmﬁ
ENGEANNGE ; RAEENEER
E%((%m+ 12~13, ) ,
KE—HEEN AL, (=15~ 16,

AR 212 R HRE—EAAFSHE THEAE
E-HRERES HE-EAE  EFLREER

wE 28 EARMTmEBAARFARA » BAK
M B HEBE—NERXR > KT — 1B
B HAAGUE—E

Rl 85 WMERRE  FETULEERHZFER
BAT  EXREFEWNA S FENERIRE

RAT 816 0 H A% | BEHEMR | ERRALE
%z HEFARAAE BHERAER O BRAEEL
BEREH  HEWREAF  HBEERERE -

z ;gi’?; g‘m%;liﬁ, LhepBEMp > (-

25 ~ 27> )j‘nfﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂ (= 16~21 ) TR AR

f«é}‘imﬁm%ﬁﬁ{ PRI B R B4R AT AT ATIVE AR
fai'sg‘ 2GR o (}ez_—l~2 )

B 2B RTBENMTAOAER ML
B~ MLFFAN > KERRNEM -

B 26 RIS ETAMR B E T Y B R
ZHPERAME L RNEECATENR

B2 RPAKPERRENECH P> XpERR I E
P AR BRI RETHELAKTEMR o

B O36 HAmELAGLAN  KEBRARE » Rty
HES . FEEREFUTLAREI 6]
A\ Fﬁ (o}

—O——FEZFAIMR - BB -F22H

2. This manifestation began with the incarnation of Christ and has been confirmed and
strengthened by the outpouring of the Spirit, for through that outpouring the individual
Christ became the corporate Christ (1 Cor. 12:12-13), the church as the great mystery of
godliness, God manifested in the flesh (1 Tim. 3:15-16).

1 Cor 12:12 For even as the body is one and has many members, yet all the members
of the body, being many, are one body, so also is the Christ.

1 Cor 12:13 For also in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or
Greeks, whether slaves or free, and were all given to drink one Spirit.

1 Tim 3:15 But if | delay, | write that you may know how one ought to conduct himself in the
house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and base of the truth.

1 Tim 3:16 And confessedly, great is the mystery of godliness: He who was manifested
in the flesh, / Justified in the Spirit, / Seen by angels, / Preached among the nations,
/ Believed on in the world, / Taken up in glory.

D. The church as the manifestation of Christ will bring in the glorious day of restoration
(Joel 2:25-27), the age of the millennial kingdom (3:16-21), in which Christ will be
manifested in a fuller way; the restoration will consummate in the fullest manifestation
of Christ in the New Jerusalem in the new heaven and new earth (Rev. 21:1-2).

Joel 2:25 And | will restore to you the years / That the swarming locust has eaten, / The
licking locust and the consuming locust and the cutting locust, / My great army /
That | sent among you.

Joel 2:26 And you will eat to the full and be satisfied, / And you will praise the name of Jehovah
your God, / Who has dealt wondrously with you; / And My people will never be ashamed.

Joel 2:27 And you will know that | am in the midst of Israel, / And that | am Jehovah your
God and there is none else. / And My people will never be ashamed.

Joel 3:16 And Jehovah will roar from Zion, / And from Jerusalem He will utter His voice,
/ And the heavens and the earth will shake. / But Jehovah will be a shelter to His
people / And a stronghold to the children of Israel.
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Joel 3:17 Thus you will know that | am Jehovah your God, / Dwelling in Zion, My
holy mountain. / And Jerusalem will be holy, / And strangers will pass through
her no longer.

Joel 3:18 And in that day / The mountains will drop down fresh wine, / And the hills will
flow with milk; / And all the waterways of Judah / Will flow with water, / And a fountain
will go forth from the house of Jehovah, / And it will water the valley of Shittim.

Joel 3:19 Egypt will be a desolation, / And Edom will be a desolate wilderness, /
Because of the violence against the children of Judah, / In that they have shed
innocent blood in their land.

Joel 3:20 But Judah will abide forever, / And Jerusalem, from generation to generation;

Joel 3:21 And | will acquit them of their bloodshed that | had not acquitted them of, / For
Jehovah dwells in Zion.

Rev 21:1 And | saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first
earth passed away, and the sea is no more.

Rev 21:2 And | saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.

II1. We need to have a clear view concerning three matters:

A. We are living in an age, the continuation of the preceding ages, in which our God is
still moving; He is working among the Jews and by the nations to perform His economy
in the building up of the organism of the Body of Christ—Eph. 4:16; Col. 2:19.

Eph 4:16 Out from whom all the Body, being joined together and being knit
together through every joint of the rich supply and through the operation
in the measure of each one part, causes the growth of the Body unto the
building up of itself in love.

Col 2:19 And not holding the Head, out from whom all the Body, being richly supplied
and knit together by means of the joints and sinews, grows with the growth of God.
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all are members of the Body of Christ, which is the organism of the Triune God; as
members of the Body, we should aspire to be the overcomers, the mighty ones (Joel 3:11),
who will return with Christ to deal with Antichrist at the battle of Armageddon and who
will be Christ’s co-kings in the millennium.

Joel 3:11 Hurry and come, / All you surrounding nations, / And be gathered. / There
cause Your mighty ones to descend, O Jehovah!

C. Our goal as members of the Body of Christ is to enlarge the manifestation of Christ
intrinsically; we desire to see the intrinsic enlargement of the manifestation of Christ in
the Spirit of the processed Triune God and by the life of our Father, the eternal, almighty
Divine Being.

IV. We can take the overcoming way to enlarge the manifestation
of Christ so that we may become His mighty ones (v. 11) by walking,
living, and having our being in and according to the mingled spirit
(Rom. 8:4) through the following organic practices:

Joel 3:11 Hurry and come, / All you surrounding nations, / And be gathered. / There
cause Your mighty ones to descend, O Jehovah!

Rom 8:4 That the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who do not
walk according to the flesh but according to the spirit.

A. Calling on the name of the Lord—Joel 2:32; Rom. 10:12-13.

Joel 2:32 And everyone who calls on the name of Jehovah shall be saved; / For in
Mount Zion and in Jerusalem will be an escape, / As Jehovah has said, / Even for
the remnant / Whom Jehovah calls.

Rom 10:12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the same Lord is Lord
of all and rich to all who call upon Him;

Rom 10:13 For "whoever calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved."

B. Pray-reading His word as the Spirit—Eph. 6:17-18.
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B2 A AR Bek HHEA B waiting for us to be perfected and matured. Eventually the time will
T AR K47 E - REAEF| 4 K - £ be ripe for Him to come back to deal with the nations, to save the
TR AR & LGB o 2% HE Y remnant of Israel, and to complete God’s economy with us. Then
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A N EEALEY4LEEHR 1 (A in the New Jerusalem as the ultimate consummation of God’s
THEGERS ok o) expression in Christ” (Life-study of the Minor Prophets, pp. 92-93).
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