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Winter Training 2012

Crystallization-Study of Daniel & Zechariah

Message Ten

A Word concerning the Human Spirit
and Aspects of Christ Unveiled in Zechariah
for His Move on Earth

Scripture Reading: Zech. 2:1-2, 5, 8-9, 11; 10:1, 3; 11:7; 12:1, 10

Outline

DAY 1

“The burden of the word of Jehovah concerning Israel. Thus declares
Jehovah, who stretches forth the heavens and lays the foundations
of the earth and forms the spirit of man within him”—Zech. 12:1:

In His creation God made three crucial, equally important items—the
heavens, the earth, and the spirit of man.

The heavens are for the earth, the earth is for man, and man was created
by God with a spirit that he may contact God, receive God, worship God,
live God, fulfill God’s purpose for God, and be one with God.

The central government and most prominent part of man’s being should be
his spirit; a man who is ruled and controlled by his spirit is a spiritual man—
1Cor. 2:14-15; 3:1; 14:32; John 3:6; Eph. 3:16; 1 Pet. 3:4; Dan. 6:3, 10.

. In His economy God planned to have Christ as the centrality and universality of

His move on earth; for His chosen people, who would care for Him as the Creator
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A.

and as the Redeemer, there was the need for God to create a receiving organ so that
they would have the capacity to receive all that He had planned for Christ to be.

Hence, Zechariah charges us to pay full attention to our human spirit
so that we may receive the Christ revealed in this book and may
understand all that is revealed therein concerning Him—Eph. 1:17-18a;
3:5; Gen. 2:7; Isa. 42:5; John 4:24; Phil. 4:23.

The way to fulfill God’s economy in the divine history is by Christ as the
sevenfold intensified Spirit in our spirit; Zechariah reveals that the building
of the church will be consummated by Christ as the sevenfold intensified Spirit
of grace to be the topstone of grace—4:6-7, 12-14; 3:9; 12:1, 10; Rev. 4:5; 5:6.

DAY 2

We need to exercise our spirit to experience and enjoy Christ
as the sevenfold intensified Spirit in the following aspects:

Christ is a man with a measuring line in His hand, measuring God’s
people in order to test, judge, examine, and possess them for His
kingdom—Zech. 2:1-2; Ezek. 40:3; 47:1-5; Psa. 139:23-24.

“Twill be her wall of fire round about, declares Jehovah, and I will be the
glory within her’—Zech. 2:5:

That the wall of the city of Jerusalem and the glory within her will be Jehovah
Himself indicates that Jehovah as Christ will be the protection of Jerusalem at her
circumference and her glory at her center; this shows the centrality and universality
of Christ in God’s economy.

Today Christ is the glory in the center of the church, and He is also the fire burning
around the circumference of the church for her protection; in the New Jerusalem
the Triune God in Christ will be the glory at its center (Rev. 21:23; 22:1, 5), and this
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glory will shine through the transparent wall of the city to be its protection of fire
(21:11, 18a, 24).

. Christ is the One sent by Jehovah of hosts and is also the Sender,

Jehovah of hosts, for the care of His people, who are very dear to Him;
whoever touches them touches the pupil of His eye—Zech. 2:8-9, 11; cf.
John 14:26; 15:26.

DAY 3

. Christ came as a Shepherd, shepherding in Favor (grace) and Bonds

(binding); grace is for our being mingled with God, and bonds are for
our being bound into oneness—Zech. 11:7; 2:1-2, 5, 8-9, 11; John 21:15-17.

. While the Lord is so favorable to us, we should ask Him to send us even

more favor, more grace, more “rain”—Zech. 10:1; 12:10; Ezek. 34:26.

. After being visited by the Lord as the Shepherd, every weak sheep among God’s

people becomes a horse of majesty—Zech. 10:3; cf. 9:13, 16; Dan. 11:32b.

. Often during our time of morning revival, the Lord whistles to us, calling

us and gathering us to Him; the Lord’s whistling is not shrill but mild
and gentle, somewhat like the singing of a bird—Zech. 10:8.

. The Lord strengthens us in Himself so that we may walk about in His name

(v. 12; Col. 3:17); “Jehovah will be King over all the earth; and in that day
Jehovah will be the one God and His name the one name” (Zech. 14:9).

DAY 4

I1. The focal point and major content of the divine history

within human history are the two comings of Christ for the
testimony of Jesus, the building of God:
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. Zechariah 9 through 11 speaks of Christ’s lowly first coming, which was

humble and intimate:

. Christ came as the King of Israel, lowly and riding upon a donkey, even upon a colt,

the foal of a donkey—9:9-10; Matt. 21:5-10.

. Christ came as a Shepherd, shepherding in Favor (grace) and Bonds (binding)—

Zech. 11:7-11.

. Christ was detested, attacked, rejected, and betrayed by one of His disciples for

thirty pieces of silver—vv. 8, 12-13; Matt. 26:14-16; 27:3-10.

. Christ was smitten as the Shepherd, and His disciples were scattered as the sheep—

Zech. 13:7; Matt. 26:31.

. Christ’s two hands were wounded on the cross in the house of Israel, the house of

those who love Him—Zech. 13:6; John 19:18a.

. Christ’s side was pierced, and He became an opened fountain for sin and for

impurity—Zech. 12:10; 13:1; John 19:18a, 34; Matt. 26:28.

. Zechariah 12 through 14 speaks of Christ’s victorious second coming,

which will be with power and authority:

. Christ will come a second time accompanied by His saints, the overcomers—14:5;

Joel 3:11; Jude 14.

. His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east—

Zech. 14:4; Acts 1:9-12.

. He will fight for the children of Israel, His chosen people, against the nations that

besiege them and will save them from destruction—Zech. 14:2-3, 12-15; 12:1-9.

. At that time the whole house of Israel will look upon Him whom they have pierced,

and they will mourn for Him; thus, all Israel will be saved—vv. 10-14; Rom. 11:26.
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5. Afterward, He will be the King to reign and rule over the nations; all the people will
go up to Jerusalem year after year to worship Him, and all will be sanctified unto
Him—Zech. 9:10; 14:16-21.

DAY 5

IV. The all-inclusive Christ is the history of God working
within the history of man to gain the building of God for the
manifestation of God—4:9; 6:12-15; Matt. 16:18; John 1:1,
14; 1 Cor. 15:45b; Rev. 4:5; 5:6; 21:2:

A. While Christ is skillfully working to sovereignly control the world situation in
human history, He is skillfully working Himself into us in the divine history
to make us the masterpiece of His work, the poem of God, a new invention of
God, expressing His infinite wisdom and divine design—Acts 5:31; Eph. 2:10.

B. Christ in His humanity is the Angel of Jehovah, Jehovah Himself as the
Triune God, standing with God’s people in the lowest part of the valley
in their humiliation to care for them, intercede for them, and bring them
swiftly out of Babylonian captivity—Zech. 1:7-17; Exo. 3:2, 4-6, 13-15;
Isa. 63:9; Deut. 33:27.

C. Christ is the last Craftsman used by God to break the four horns; the
four horns are the four kingdoms with their kings—Babylon, Medo-
Persia, Greece, and the Roman Empire—also signified by the great
human image with four sections in Daniel 2:31-33, the four stages of
locusts in Joel 1:4, and the four beasts in Daniel 7:3-8, that damaged
and destroyed the chosen people of God—Zech. 1:18-21:

1. The four craftsmen are the skills used by God to destroy these kingdoms with their
kings; each of the first three kingdoms (Babylon, Medo-Persia, and Greece) was
taken over in a skillful way by the kingdom that followed it—Dan. 5; 8:3-7.
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2. The fourth Craftsman will be Christ as the stone cut out without hands, who will

crush the restored Roman Empire and thereby crush the great human image as the
totality of human government at His coming back—2:31-35.

. This stone signifies not only the individual Christ but also the corporate Christ,

Christ with His “mighty ones”—Joel 3:11.

. In order to live in the divine history within the human history and

become Christ’s mighty ones for His building, we need to apply the
cleansing blood of Christ, live in the divine Spirit of Christ, and abide
in the beautifying and killing word of Christ to flow out Christ for the
unique expression of Christ—Zech. 3:3-4; 1 John 1:9; Zech. 4:6; 12:1; Rev.
19:13-15; Eph. 5:26; 6:17; 1 Cor. 10:16; Zech. 4:12-14; John 7:37-39a.

DAY 6

. The world situation has always been the indicator of the

Lord’s move on earth—cf. 1 Chron. 12:32a:

. The mystery of lawlessness is working today among the nations

and in human society; this lawlessness will culminate in the man of
lawlessness, Antichrist—2 Thes. 2:3-12:

. Antichrist will be the power of Satan, the embodiment of Satan; he will persecute

and destroy the people of God—both the God-fearing Jews and the Christ-believing
Christians—Dan. 8:24; Rev. 12:17; 13:7.

. Antichrist will demolish and desolate the temple of God and the city of God; he will

cast truth down to the ground—Dan. 9:27; 8:12.

. Antichrist will have sharp insight to perceive things and will speak things against

the Most High—7:8, 20, 25.

. Antichrist will wear out the saints of the Most High—v. 25; cf. Mark 6:45-52.
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WEEK 10 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

Zech. 12:1 "The burden of the word of Jehovah concerning Israel. Thus
declares Jehovah, who stretches forth the heavens and lays the foundations
of the earth and forms the spirit of man within him."

John 4:24 "God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit
and truthfulness."

1 Cor. 2:15 "But the spiritual man discerns all things, but he himself is
discerned by no one."

In His creation God made three crucial, equally important items—the
heavens, the earth, and the spirit of man. The heavens are for the earth, the
earth is for man, and man was created by God with a spirit that he may contact
God, receive God, worship God, live God, fulfill God’s purpose for God, and be
one with God. In His economy God planned to have Christ as the centrality and
universality of His move on earth. For His chosen people, who would care for
Him as the Creator and as the Redeemer, there was the need for Him to create a
receiving organ so that they would have the capacity to receive all that God had
planned for Christ to be. Hence, [the book of Zechariah] charges us to pay full
attention to our human spirit, that we may receive the Christ revealed in this
book and may understand all that is revealed therein concerning Him (Eph. 1:17-
18a; 3:5). (Zech. 12:1, footnote 2)

Today’s Reading

[In 1 Corinthians 2:14 the word spiritually] refers to the spirit of man that is
moved by the Spirit of God to fully exercise its function and thereby replace the
human soul’s rule and control over man. It is only by such a spirit that man can
discern the things of the Spirit of God. A man who is ruled and controlled by his
spirit is a spiritual man, as mentioned in [verse 15]. Since God is Spirit, all the things
of the Spirit of God are spiritual. Therefore, to discern, to know, the things of the
Spirit of God, man must use the human spirit (John 4:24). (1 Cor. 2:14, footnote 6)
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Zechariah 12:1 says, “The burden of the word of Jehovah concerning Israel.
Thus declares Jehovah, who stretches forth the heavens and lays the foundations
of the earth and forms the spirit of man within him.”...It is marvelous that such
a verse as this is in an Old Testament book which unveils a Christ who is so
involved with human history and politics. This indicates that in His economy
God planned to have Christ as the centrality and universality of His move on
earth. As the very God, He has ruled over the entire human race, managing the
world situation age after age for thousands of years....Christ is wonderful, but
if we did not have a spirit, how could we receive Him? Today in every circle of
society, people do not exercise their spirit. Even in religious circles, the matter
of the human spirit is neglected or even opposed and denied. If we neglect our
human spirit, there is no way for us to contact God.

Zechariah is a book unveiling Christ as God’s center and circumference,
yet this Christ is intimately involved with human history. Not just anyone can
know this One, but God’s chosen people who realize that they have a spirit
can know Him. In reading the book of Zechariah and in contacting the Christ
revealed in this book, we must first know that we have a spirit. Then we need
to exercise our spirit to pray, saying, “Lord, | want to gain the Christ who is
unveiled in Zechariah.” If we exercise our spirit in this way, we will sense
something living touching us deep within. This is why there is in this book
such a verse as 12:1, a verse that charges us to pay full attention to the receiver
within us, our human spirit, that we may receive the Christ revealed in the
book of Zechariah.

Though Zechariah was a young man, he knew the secret of contacting God to
receive what God has revealed. We all need to learn of him to exercise our spirit
to receive God and to receive what He has revealed. (Life-study of Zechariah, pp.
67-69)

Further Reading: Life-study of Zechariah, msg. 12
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WEEK 10 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

Zech. 2:1-2 "Then | lifted up my eyes and | looked, and there was a man, and
in His hand was a measuring line. And | said, Where are you going? And
He said to me, To measure Jerusalem; to see how great its breadth is and
how great its length is."”

5 "For I will be her wall of fire round about, declares Jehovah, and I will be the
glory within her."

That the wall of the city of Jerusalem and the glory within her will be Jehovah
Himself indicates that Jehovah as Christ will be the protection of Jerusalem at
her circumference and her glory at her center. This shows the centrality and
universality of Christ in God’s economy. Today Christ is the glory in the center
of the church, and He is also the fire burning around the circumference of the
church for her protection. In the New Jerusalem the Triune God in Christ will be
the glory at its center (Rev. 21:23; 22:1, 5), and this glory will shine through the
transparent wall of the city (Rev. 21:11, 18a, 24) to be its protection of fire. (Zech.
2:5, footnote 1)

Today’s Reading

The Lamb [in Revelation 5:6], who is the stone in Zechariah 3:9, is Christ,
and the seven eyes are the sevenfold intensified Spirit. Thus, the Christ who has
been engraved by God to take away our sin bears the sevenfold intensified Spirit.
Actually, He, the last Adam, has become a life-giving Spirit (1 Cor. 15:45b), even
the sevenfold intensified Spirit. Christ today is the Spirit, and we have a spirit
particularly formed by God to match Christ.

In the first part of Zechariah (chs. 1—6), there are five visions concerning
Christ, and in the last part (chs. 9—14), many details concerning Christ....In the
first of the five visions concerning Christ, Christ is unveiled as the man as the
Angel of Jehovah riding on a red horse and standing among the myrtle trees (1:7-
17). The myrtle trees signify the humiliated yet precious people of Israel in their
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captivity. Christ’s riding on a red horse indicates that He was the redeeming One.
His being the Angel of Jehovah indicates that He was the One sent by God to
take care of His people with much expectation while they were in captivity.

In the second vision (vv. 20-21) Christ is the last Craftsman used by God to
break the four horns—Babylon, Persia, Greece, and the Roman Empire—which
damaged and destroyed the chosen people of God (vv. 18-19). Christ will be the
unique One not only to break the four horns but also to smash the entire human
government from the toes to the head, as signified by the great human image in
Daniel 2.

In the next vision Christ is the One who measures Jerusalem in order
to possess it (Zech. 2:1-2). This One not only possesses Jerusalem but also
becomes the center of Jerusalem as the glory within her and the circumference
of Jerusalem as the wall of fire round about her (v. 5). Furthermore, He is both
the sending One and the sent One. He, Jehovah of hosts, has sent Himself as the
Angel of Jehovah (vv. 8-9, 11).

In the fourth vision Christ is unveiled as the topstone of grace (4:7)....The fifth
vision involving Christ is the vision of the lampstand of gold and the two olive trees
(4:2-3, 11-14). The lampstand here signifies the nation of Israel as the collective
testimony of God shining out all His virtues. We may say that this lampstand is
also a type of Christ, the embodiment of the Triune God. In Zechariah’s time the
two olive trees were Joshua and Zerubbabel, but during the three and a half years
of the great tribulation, the two olive trees will be Moses and Elijah.

The book of Zechariah reveals many things concerning Christ. First, the
redeeming Christ, as a man and as the Angel of Jehovah, the embodiment of the
Triune God, was sent by God to be with His humiliated people of Israel in their
captivity, signified by the myrtle trees in the bottoms (1:8-11). Then Christ, as
a man in His humanity, was the One sent by Jehovah of hosts and was also the
Sender, Jehovah of hosts, dealing with the nations who plundered the people of
Zion and touched them as touching the pupil of His eye (2:1, 8-10). (Life-study of
Zechariah, pp. 93-95, 86)

Further Reading: Life-study of Zechariah, msgs. 14-15
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WEEK 10 — DAY 3
Morning Nourishment

Zech. 11:7 "So I shepherded the flock of slaughter, and thereby the afflicted of
the flock. And I took to myself two staffs; one I called Favor, and the other I
called Bonds; and I shepherded the flock."

10:8 "I will whistle for them and gather them, for | have redeemed them; and
they will multiply as they have multiplied."”

[In Zechariah 11:7] | refers to Jehovah, as indicated by the previous verse.
Jehovah as Jesus came to feed His people, who were about to be slaughtered, the
afflicted of the flock.

Jehovah as Jesus brought two staffs—Favor and Bonds. Favor refers to grace,
and Bonds refers to being bound into oneness. Jesus came as the Shepherd
to feed God’s flock with grace so that they might have oneness. (Zech. 11:7,
footnotes 1 and 2)

Today’s Reading

“Ask rain of Jehovah / At the time of spring rain, / Of Jehovah who makes
the lightning, / And He will give them showers of rain, / To everyone herbage
in the field” (Zech. 10:1). The word rain here signifies blessing. To ask for more
rain is to seek more blessing....The Lord is encouraging the children of Israel
to seek more blessings while He would be favorable to them. While the Lord is
so favorable to us, we should ask Him to send us even more favor. Since God is
giving us showers of rain, we should ask Him for more rain. This indicates that
we all need to pray for the Lord’s abundant blessing.

“Jehovah of hosts has visited His flock, the house of Judah, / And will make
them like His horse of majesty in battle” (Zech. 10:3b). God came to His people
in such a gracious way to visit them. His visiting them was Christ’s coming to
them. He came in the man, Jesus. Of course, chapter 10 does not mention the
name Jesus Christ or Messiah, but the word visited here should be understood
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as Christ’s coming. Two thousand years ago He came in the form of a man.
This portion of the Word speaks about the Shepherd of God’s flock. In the New
Testament the Lord Jesus likened Himself to a shepherd. He came as the real
Shepherd and blamed the other shepherds, who were the elders, the scribes,
and the priests. They were the wrong shepherds, but the Lord Jesus was the
unique Shepherd. He even told us that He was the good Shepherd who gave up
His life for the sheep (John 10:11, 14-15). On the one hand, the Lord punished
the false shepherds; on the other hand, He, the real Shepherd, has visited His
flock. By visiting His flock He makes them like a horse of majesty....We all need
to progress so that we are no longer sheep but horses of majesty. After being
touched by the Shepherd, every weak sheep will become a horse of majesty.

Zechariah 10:8-12 reveals further aspects of the Lord’s loving visitation
to Israel. Verse 8 says, "l will whistle for them and gather them, for | have
redeemed them; / And they will multiply as they have multiplied." The Lord’s
whistling [in verse 8] is not shrill but mild and gentle, somewhat like the singing
of a bird. Often during our time of morning revival, the Lord whistles to us,
calling us and gathering us to Him. Verse 12 concludes, “I will strengthen them
in Jehovah, / And they will walk about in His name, / Declares Jehovah.” The |
here is Jehovah, indicating that Jehovah will strengthen His people in Himself.
They will then walk about in His name. To be in someone’s name is to be one
with the person who is the reality of that name. To be in God’s name is to be one
with God in our daily walk, living, walking, and having our being in God’s name.

All of chapter 10 talks about God’s loving visitation. We need to realize and
remember that this visitation is actually Christ’s coming. I can testify from
my experience that when we enjoy the Lord’s loving visitation, our situation is
exactly like that of God’s people described in this chapter. Often after we enjoy
such a loving visitation, our situation changes. In His visitation He encourages
us to seek more blessings. We are little lambs, but after His loving visitation, we
become horses. We are not that bold or strong, but after the Lord’s visitation
with His dear touch, we are strengthened to become horses of majesty in battle.
Eventually, the Lord strengthens us in Himself so that we may walk about in His
name. (Life-study of Zechariah, pp. 57-60)

Further Reading: Life-study of Zechariah, msg. 10
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WEEK 10 — DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

Zech. 9:9-10 "Exult greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of
Jerusalem! Now your King comes to you. He is righteous and bears
salvation, lowly and riding upon a donkey, even upon a colt, the foal of a
donkey;...and He will speak peace unto the nations, and His dominion will
be from sea to sea and from the River unto the ends of the earth."

Zechariah 12—14...unveils Christ as the Messiah returning to be enthroned
as the King not only over Israel but also over the whole world. His first coming,
described in chapters 9—11, was humble and intimate; His [victorious] coming
back, described in chapters 12—14, will be with power and authority. (Zech. 12:1,
footnote 1)

In His first coming, Christ came as a lowly King and was temporarily
welcomed as the King into Jerusalem in a lowly form. [Zechariah 9:9 speaks]
regarding this....Christ came also as a Shepherd (11:7-11), shepherding in Favor
(grace) and Bonds (binding). However, He, the proper Shepherd of Israel, was
detested, attacked, rejected, and sold for thirty pieces of silver (vv. 12-13). (Life-
study of Zechariah, p. 95)

Today’s Reading

[Zechariah 13:6] speaks about the cross in a mysterious way. “Someone will
say to Him, What are these wounds between Your arms? And He will say, Those
with which | was wounded in the house of those who love Me.”...The Lord came
to the house of those who loved Him, yet they wounded Him, and the wounds are
visible in His hands (KJV). This means that His hands were nailed to the cross.
The Recovery Version says that He was wounded between His arms. This was the
piercing of His side....You may say this was the wound on His hands, or you may
also say that this was the wound between His two arms.
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Verse 1 gives us the purpose for which He was wounded: “In that day there
will be an opened fountain...for sin and for impurity.” This fountain is the flow of
His precious blood from His hands and His side, the fountain for sin. Zechariah
12:10 says, “And | will pour out on the house of David and on the inhabitants of
Jerusalem the Spirit of grace and of supplications; and they will look upon Me,
whom they have pierced.”

Zechariah also speaks of the Lord’s second coming. “Indeed a day is coming
for Jehovah when the spoil taken from you will be divided among you....Then
Jehovah will go forth and fight against those nations, as when He fights in a day
of battle. And His feet will stand in that day on the Mount of Olives, which is
before Jerusalem on the east; and the Mount of Olives will be split at its middle
toward the east and toward the west into a very great valley, so that half of
the mountain will remove to the north and half of it to the south. And you will
flee....And Jehovah my God will come, and all the saints with Him” (14:1, 3-5).

These verses tell us that He will come with all the saints to fight, and He will stand
upon the Mount of Olives. If we read Acts 1:9-12, we see that the Lord Jesus ascended
from the Mount of Olives, and the angels told the disciples that He will come back in
the same way. He left from the Mount of Olives, and He will come back to the Mount
of Olives. He will return to the very spot from which He ascended. At that time, the
Jewish people will be surrounded by their enemies, just as they were at the side of
the Red Sea. As the Lord split the Red Sea, in the future He will split the Mount of
Olives into two parts, making an opening for the people to flee from their enemies.

While the Lord Christ will be fighting for the people of Israel, God will
pour upon them the Spirit of grace, and all of them will repent and mourn.
They will not mourn for their sins, but for their rejection of the Lord in the
past. All the Hebrews will then repent and receive Him as Savior. He will
solve all the problems on earth and be the King over all the nations. “Jehovah
will be King over all the earth; and in that day Jehovah will be the one God
and His name the one name” (Zech. 14:9). (The Recovery of God’s House and
God’s City, pp. 59-61)

Further Reading: Life-study of Zechariah, msgs. 9, 11, 13; The Recovery of
God’s House and God’s City, ch. 6
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WEEK 10 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment
Zech. 1:18 "Then | lifted up my eyes and looked, and there were four horns."

20-21 "Then Jehovah showed me four craftsmen. And | said, What do
these come to do? And he spoke, saying, These are the horns that have
so scattered Judah that no man lifts up his head, but these have come to
terrify them, to cast down the horns of the nations who have lifted up the
horn against the land of Judah to scatter it."

The Greek word, poiema, means something that has been made, a handiwork,
or something that has been written or composed as a poem. Not only a poetic
writing may be considered a poem, but also any work of art that expresses the
maker’s wisdom and design. We, the church, the masterpiece of God’s work, are
a poem expressing God’s infinite wisdom and divine design.

The heavens, the earth, and man, created by God, are not God’s masterpiece;
but the church, the Body of Christ, the fullness of the One who fills all in all (Eph.
1:23), the corporate and universal new man (v. 15), is a masterpiece. (Eph. 2:10,
footnote 1)

We, the church, the masterpiece of God’s work, are an absolutely new
item in the universe, a new invention of God. We were created by God in
Christ through regeneration to be His new creation (2 Cor. 5:17). (Eph. 2:10,
footnote 2)

Christ, the redeeming One, was Israel’s patron, ready to do anything for them
swiftly in order to care for them in their captivity. Christ maintained Israel in
their captivity that He might eventually be born into humanity through Israel to
accomplish God’s eternal economy. (Zech. 1:8, footnote 3)

Today’s Reading

The vision of the four horns and the four craftsmen (Zech. 1:18-21) was
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a comforting and encouraging word of promise to Israel as God’s answer to
Christ’s intercession for Zion and Jerusalem in verse 12. The four horns are the
four kingdoms with their kings—Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, and the Roman
Empire—also signified by the great human image in Daniel 2:31-33 and by the
four beasts in Daniel 7:3-8, that damaged and destroyed the chosen people of
God. The four craftsmen (Zech. 1:20) are the skills used by God to destroy these
four kingdoms with their kings. Each of the first three kingdoms—Babylon,
Medo-Persia, and Greece—was taken over in a skillful way by the kingdom that
followed it (cf. Dan. 5; 8:3-7). The fourth Craftsman will be Christ as the stone
cut out without hands, who will crush the restored Roman Empire and thereby
crush the great human image as the totality of human government at His coming
back (Dan. 2:31-35). (Zech. 1:18, footnote 1)

As revealed in Joel 2:30-31a, God’s saving of the returned Jews by pouring
out His Spirit upon them the second time (see footnote 281, par. 1) will be
accompanied by the natural calamities of the sixth seal and the first four
trumpets (Rev. 6:12-17; 8:7-12) on the heavens, the sun, the moon, the stars,
and the earth as a prelude to the great tribulation (Matt. 24:21). It will take place
before the fifth trumpet, the first of the three woes (Rev. 8:13 and footnote),
which are the major structure of the great tribulation, in the great and terrible
day of Jehovah (Joel 2:31b). See footnote 1 on Revelation 6:12.

In spite of such an outpouring of the Spirit, many of the returned Jews will
not believe but will continue to be stubborn. Eventually, during the tribulation,
Jerusalem will be surrounded by the Gentile armies under Antichrist, whose
intention will be to destroy Israel entirely (Zech. 14:2; Rev. 16:13-16). At that
juncture the Lord Jesus Christ will descend with His overcomers, His mighty
ones (Joel 3:11). Furthermore, according to Zechariah 12:10, at that time the
consummated Spirit will again be poured out, and the remnant of the children of
Israel will be saved. Thus, the three outpourings of the Holy Spirit—on the day
of Pentecost, just before the great tribulation, and at the Lord’s second coming—
work together for the salvation of Israel. (Joel 2:30, footnote 1)

Further Reading: Life-study of Zechariah, msg. 15
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WEEK 10 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

2 Thes. 2:7-8 "For it is the mystery of lawlessness that is now operating, but
only until the one now restraining goes out of the way. And then the lawless
one will be revealed (whom the Lord Jesus will slay by the breath of His
mouth and bring to nothing by the manifestation of His coming)."

The lawlessness that will characterize Antichrist (2 Thes. 2:3) is already
operating in this age mysteriously. It is the mystery of lawlessness working today
among the nations and in human society. (2 Thes. 2:7, footnote 1)

[In Daniel 7:7-8 the] beast had ten horns. A small horn came up among
the ten horns, and three of them were uprooted from before it (vv. 8, 24).
This signifies that a king will come up among the ten kings, and he will
subdue three of the kings. This is a prophecy concerning the rising up of
Antichrist....Daniel said that this horn had eyes like the eyes of a man and
a mouth speaking great things (vv. 8, 20, 25). This signifies that Antichrist
will have sharp insight to perceive things and a mouth to speak great things
against God (Rev. 13:5-6). Daniel prophesied that Antichrist will be slain and
that his body will be destroyed and given to the burning fire (Dan. 7:11; Rev.
19:20). Antichrist will wage war with the saints. He will wear out the saints
of the Most High for three and a half years and prevail against them (Dan.
7:21, 25; Rev. 13:7). His intention will even be to change the times and the
law (Dan. 7:25). But he will be judged by God, and his dominion will be taken
away, “so as to annihilate and destroy it unto the end” (v. 26). According to
7:22 and 27 the kingdom and the dominion and the greatness of the kingdoms
under heaven will eventually be given to the saints of the Most High. (Truth
Lessons—Level Four, vol. 2, p. 121)

Today’s Reading

It is a historical fact that the world situation has always been the indicator
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of the Lord’s move on earth....It is correct to say that the history in the Bible is
centered around Israel, but the Bible is not just a history of the Jews. The Bible
is a history of God’s economy. Israel has been the center of the carrying out of
God’s economy on earth. God is not interested merely in the history of the Jews.
His interest is in His economy which is being carried out by Him on earth. The
carrying out of His economy has much to do with the world situation.

Europe, in the consummation of the fulfillment of the vision concerning
the great human image in Daniel 2, is also more vitally crucial than any other
country and race—the crushing of the two feet of the great human image will be
the crushing of the entire human government (vv. 34-35)....The periods of history
signified by the head, the breast and the arms, the belly and the thighs, and the
legs have been fulfilled. But the ten toes have not been fulfilled. According to
Revelation 17:12, ten kings will be raised up before the great tribulation in the
revived Roman Empire. They will be one with Antichrist in opposing God and
persecuting His people—the Jews and the believers. These ten kings are likened
to the ten toes of the great image seen by Nebuchadnezzar in his dream (Dan.
2:42). They will submit themselves and their kingdom to Antichrist (Rev. 17:17).

We need to see [the crushing of the image and its ten toes] as a basis to
understand the Lord’s mind. Before this crushing transpires, the Lord’s recovery
must spread to Europe and be rooted there. The spreading of the truths of the
Lord’s recovery will be a preparation for the Lord’s coming back to bring the
recovery and restoration not only to Israel but also to the entire creation.

Europe still remains as a region in which the Lord’s recovery needs to be
rooted and grow. | hope that we would bring this fellowship to the Lord and
pray. We should tell the Lord, “Lord, these days are the consummation of the
age. Lord, in these days rekindle my love toward You.” (The World Situation and
the Direction of the Lord’s Move, pp. 8, 18-19)

Further Reading: The Collected Works of Watchman Nee, vol. 10, pp. 423-
433, 466-478, 481-485; The World Situation and the Direction of the Lord’s
Move, ch. 1; Life-study of Revelation, msgs. 40, 42
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WEEK 10 — HYMN

Hymns, #782

1

How mysterious, O Lord,

That Thy Spirit dwells in mine;
O how marvelous it is,

Into one, two spirits twine.

2

By the spirit | can walk,
Spiritual in spirit be;

By the spirit | can serve,

And in spirit worship Thee.

3

Thru Thy Word and by my prayer
In the spirit touching Thee,
Lifted high my spirit is,
Strengthened shall my spirit be.
4

Make my spirit strong | pray
Others' spirits to revive;

Lift my spirit high and free,
Others' spirits then may thrive.
5

Every time | speak, O Lord,
May my spirit actuate;

And whatever | may do,

Let my spirit motivate.

6

Every time my spirit acts
Others' spirits opened be,
Every time my spirit moves
Others' lifted unto Thee.

7

Lord, have mercy, from above
May Thy Spirit breathe on me;
Then my spirit will be rich,
Strengthened and refreshed by Thee.
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