LESSON TWENTY-EIGHT: EXPERIENCING CHRIST

We believe and are baptized into Christ to be joined to Him
and to abide in Him for the purpose of experiencing Him.
When we experience Christ, we gain and enjoy Him
practically that He may be expressed through us.

I. THE VARIOUS ASPECTS OF EXPERIENCING
CHRIST

A. Christ Being Revealed in Us

1) “It pleased God...to reveal His Son in me” (Gal.
1:15-16).

Our first experience of Christ is His being revealed in us.
This is the key to our salvation and regeneration, and it is
the central result of our being saved to be joined to God. It
is also the beginning of our experience of Christ.

B. Christ Being in Us

1) “And if Christ is in you, though the body is dead
because of sin, yet the spirit is life because of
righteousness”(Rom. 8:10).

Once Christ is revealed in us, we immediately experience
His being in us, which shows us that our body is dead
because of sin, the very sin we inherited from Adam, and
that our spirit is life because of righteousness, the
righteousness we obtained from Christ. This is an
experience which Christ gives us.

C. Christ Abiding in Us

1) “He who abides in Me [Christ] and I in him, he bears
much fruit” (John 15:5).

When we abide in Christ according to the fact of our being
in Christ, Christ will abide in us, placing Himself in us to be
our life and life supply that He may become our experience
in life for us to bear much fruit.

2) “If anyone loves Me [Christ], he will keep My word,
and My Father will love him, and We will come to him
and make an abode with him” (John 14:23).

Christ abides in us with the Father. We experience this when
we love Him and keep His word.

D. Christ Being Our Life

1) “...Christ our life” (Col. 3:4).

The foremost and main thing that Christ does when He
abides in us is to be our life that we may take Him as life
and live by Him, no longer walking by our natural life. We
should experience this day by day and moment by moment.
E. Christ Living in Us

1) “Itis no longer | who live, but Christ lives in me”

BAVEMRBERIANEE, BT, XEE
fib SR E, HEBERLM. RINEHER,
BLRSEPR RS thiF =52 b, MAREBRA]
B LBEEZE.

E ZREENgA|

— EERTFEHRMNER

(=) “#. .. RERBILFRTERE
m”. (hi— 15~16)
BAINEBNE AR, —REBBRE
BATEMm. XERMNBRFEEN R,
WEBRMNERBETHEHOLER, NERK
I BB LIRS

Z— EEEHRMNEE

(=) “BEEBEERNER, FFERESE
EEH, RAEXZEEMW.” (FI\10)

BB —RaAERNER, BRAIISLZIE P
ERMNEm, BRARMNIAEETE, 2
BATAE P AZ ISR, 2ZIEH, RAH
X, MEBMNNEEFRONL, R4,
RBREBELERIZ.

= EEBHARNER

(=) “FHER (EB) BEM, tbEa
HEmE, XAMSERF.” (Y+AHS5)
YBRAVBIERIVEE S BN, A
BREPINE, EEMmEERMERm, &
B O ZBEERNER, 1ERMKEMM
A AL R, ML T RATE P AT,
BATREER T

(Z) “AEER (2B, rETEm
i, BRXtBHEM, FARNEBGPBE
%, FEfeZHERS.” (1M 23)
EBRWER, Sth—REERMNER.
ERAERNE M, BFMIEENRNIRTE
il

M EEERINSNES

(=) “EERERMNBES”. (BA=4)
EBEAERNMEN, HEHFEENE, £
TEBRAIM A, MBRMICMb A Adr, Fib
XAEMEE, EETHAFREECRAN
e EXRBANPZRREZETIH .
i EEEERNER

(=) “WEFTEN, THEHK, NEEE



(Gal. 2:20).

We must not only experience Christ abiding in us to be our
life but also experience Christ living in us to be our living.
To experience Christ in this way, we must deny ourselves by
being in His death, and be able to say that it is no longer |
who live. We must die in order to experience Christ living in
us.

F. Christ Making His Home in Us

1) “That Christ may make His home in your hearts
through faith...that you may be filled unto all the
fullness of God” (Eph. 3:17-19).

We also need to experience Christ making His home in our
hearts. He will not only live in us but also inwardly occupy
every part of our being, make His home in our hearts, and
settle down in us, saturating and filling our entire being that
we may become the fullness of God.

G. Christ Being Formed in Us

1) “I [the Apostle Paul] am again in travail until Christ
is formed in you” (Gal. 4:19).

We also must experience Christ being formed in us, that is,
His growing in us unto maturity until we reach His very
stature (Eph. 4:13).

H. Living Christ

1) “To me to live is Christ” (Phil. 1:21).

“To live is Christ” is to live Christ. We must experience
Christ in every aspect inwardly, and we must also
experience living Him outwardly.

I. Magnifying Christ

1) “Even now Christ shall be magnified in my body,
whether through life or through death” (Phil. 1:20).
Outwardly, we should have the experience not only of living
Christ but also magnifying Christ. All things that happen to
us are for us to magnify Christ. The more difficult the
environment and the busier the work, the more we can
magnify Christ. This is the peak of our experience of Christ
outwardly.

J. Christ Being Everything to the New Man

1) “Having put off the old man...and having put on the
new man [which is corporate]...where [in the new man,
the church] there cannot be Greek and Jew,
circumcision and uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian
[the most barbarous], slave, freeman, but Christ is all
[persons] and in all [persons]” (Col. 3:9-11).

These verses say that we who have believed in the Lord and
are regenerated have put off our old man and have put on
the new man. In this new man, the church, there is not the
old man of a certain race, religion, culture, or class but
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Christ who is our life and the element which constitutes this {1424y, EHEIXH ARSHEE, RiX
new man. Christ is all the persons in this corporate new BEFAERR—IN, XMEEX—VAZ
man, and He lives in all these persons. We should have many H. XEZRITEBEZLZHLHM, HE
experiences of Christ related to this matter, and we should AL HEBARIFEER, WEBZEH
also have this full experience of Christ when our experiences Fi#H& -

of Him reach their peak.

Il. THE CONDITIONS FOR EXPERIENCING CHRIST R ZREEBNEG

A. Abiding in Him — EEMEE

1) “He who abides in Me and | in him...”(John 15:5). (5 “FEZERN, Rt EEMER.”
(A+H5)

The first condition for experiencing Christ abiding inusis ~ Z@HEBEERINETHRBE &4, £
our abiding in Him. We must abide in Him, giving Him the ~ FRAEZEM BT . A1 5 4E 70 B 1,

time and space so that He may be able to abide in us. gyt R FI =2 B), At BEAEZEIRATTE
B. Remaining in the Co-crucifixion with Him — BEEMHRESTE
1) “1 have been crucified with Christ, and it is no (=) “HKELS5EBRIT+FE: WET

longer | who live, but Christ lives in me” (Gal. 2:20). 2, AERR, NEEEAEREEDES.”
Moreover, the experience of our co-crucifixion with Christis  (in= 20)

also a basic condition for our experience of Christ. Sincewe FATSEBRETHNEH, ERRINZHE
are abiding in Him, we are surely remaining in our BREZESM. ROGEEMET, B
co-crucifixion with Him, that is, in His all-inclusive death, VR BEESMKELTE, MEHEMBE
which nullifies our existence, so that it is no longer we who ~ BHHEHIFEE, BET RIINEE, HE

live. Thus, we allow Christ to live in us that we may AEHERN, HFiLEBEERNE@EE,
experience and enjoy Him as our life. SRMNETFHFZZMAERIT L.

C. Loving Him and Keeping His Word = ZEfb, BTHBANE

1) “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word, and My  (—) “AZEE%H, ML ETFHRANE, B
Father will love him, and We will come to him and HHEM, FARNERMPBEE, b
make an abode with him” (John 14:23). ZHMELL.” (#4911 23)

Loving Christ and obeying His word are also conditions for ~ Z&2, BTG, HERRINZSHEE
us to experience Christ abiding in us. If we love Him and BAERMBEERISA. RAVEZ M, BT
keep His word, He and the Father will come to abide with us  fltfI3E, AR ERMBAIEE, HFERA]

that we may enjoy all the blessings of the Triune God EX=—ME5RAINFEER—VIESS .
abiding with us.
D. Being Strengthened into the Inner Man M mEBEmeAR

1) The Father “would grant you...to be strengthened (—) Xt “fEEMBR, AXEERN
with power through His Spirit into the inner man, that SUMBEIETMMALR, FEE. . %%
Christ may make His home in your hearts...” (Eph. RITLE.” (= 16~17)

3:16-17).

Our being strengthened by God with power through His BATRAMEE MR, HRBEERATINGR
Spirit into our inner man (our spirit) is the condition for our FWATEEMA (R) B, REHEEZR
experiencing Christ making His home in our hearts. This FLERNO BRI IMNEENEH
experience of Christ is deep, and therefore its condition, K, FIUERS&GHREER, Bk
which is that our whole being be strengthened by God into  fiT& A g aB B & ATH R B,

our spirit, is weighty.

E. Having All Boldness h FLEREE

1) “With all boldness, as always, even now Christ shall (—) “E#MAE, TEEE, B, 20
be magnified in my body, whether through life or EBEXSEL, SHURERK.” (G
through death” (Phil. 1:20). —20)

In order to magnify Christ, we must have boldness in all BMELBREER, LALERE, A

things, not caring for whether we live or die. This is the JBAEBE o 1X 72 % FEBF AR I 22 [T 1) B v A A



highest condition for our topmost experience of Christ.

[ll. THE MEANS OF EXPERIENCING CHRIST

1) “For me this shall turn out to salvation through...
the bountiful supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ”
(Phil. 1:19).

We do not experience Christ by our ability or by our
endeavoring, but through the bountiful supply of the Spirit
of Jesus Christ. The Spirit of Jesus Christ is the Spirit of
God, who participated in the incarnation, human living, and
crucifixion of Jesus and the resurrection, ascension, and
glorification of Christ. This Spirit is the all-inclusive Spirit,
the Spirit who is the ultimate expression of the Triune God.
This bountiful supply of the all-inclusive Spirit is the power
and means for us to experience Christ.

IV. THE ISSUE

A. Christ Being Formed in Us

1) “...until Christ is formed in you” (Gal. 4:19).

The first issue of our experience of Christ is that Christ is
formed in us. This refers to Christ growing and maturing in
us unto a full stature (Eph. 4:13) that He may be fully
expressed through us.

B. We Becoming God’s Full Expression

1) “...Christ may make His home in your heart... that
you...may be strong to apprehend with all the saints
what is the breadth and length and height and depth
[the unlimited dimensions of Christ]...that you may be
filled unto all the fullness of God” (Eph. 3:17-19).

The second issue of our experience of Christ is that we
become God’s full expression. This refers to Christ making
His home in us that we may apprehend with all the saints
His unlimited dimensions, that we may be filled unto all the
fullness of God to be the corporate expression of God.
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