LESSON TWENTY-SIX: JOINED TO CHRIST

After we have believed and are baptized into Christ, we
have a life union with Christ and are joined to Him. Our
being joined to Him is based on His first being joined to us.
Therefore, we must first consider how He is joined to us,
and then how we are joined to Him.

I. CHRIST BEING JOINED TO US

A. By Becoming Flesh

1) “And the Word [God] became flesh” (John 1:14).
Christ is the Word of God and is God Himself (John 1:1).
The first step He took in joining Himself to us was to
become flesh, that is, to become a man of flesh. As God, He
took on a human body with the human nature to join with
man as one, thus becoming a God-man. This was the
beginning of His being joined to us.

B. Bringing Us through Death and Resurrection into
Ascension

1) “I have been crucified with Christ”(Gal. 2:20); “Our
old man has been crucified with Him” (Rom. 6:6); “...died
with Christ” (Col. 2:20).

These verses reveal to us that in His crucifixion, Christ
brought us with Him through the death of the cross.

2) “You were raised together with Christ”(Col. 3:1).
This word shows us that in His resurrection, Christ also
brought us with Him into resurrection.

3) “...seated us together in the heavenlies in Christ
Jesus” (Eph. 2:6).

This word shows us that in ascending into heaven, Christ
also brought us with Him into ascension.

Christ can bring us through death and resurrection and
even into ascension because He is joined to us.

C. Living and Making His Home in Us

1) “Christ is in you” (Rom. 8:10).

Christ first became flesh to join Himself to us, and then He
brought us with Him through death and resurrection and
into ascension. After He accomplished God’s eternal
redemption through these steps, He came into us to further
join Himself to us, applying to us what He had accomplished
as God’s full salvation. For this purpose, He became the One
who is in us and is joined to us.

2) “Christ lives in me” (Gal. 2:20).

In entering into us and being joined to us, Christ not only is
in us but also is living in us; that is, He is living His life in us.
3) “That Christ may make His home in your hearts”
(Eph. 3:17).

When Christ is joined to us within, He lives His life in us,

FotRiR: KEEE

BAUETZRIANEE, MANEESRTE
arHIERSs, TR Tl BATECT AR
b SEHR T BAT. BT ABRATE S RF bt fry
BRTEAT, HERNMAER T

E EEBRTRMN

— BERHIAK

(=) “3& (#) KTREK”. (4—14)
BB TR, R E T (41— 1.
Bk T8N, k—FRMEER AL, B
REAHE AN thRUMEET, K
BT ANES A, BEABA—, Soutim
NEH) AL XRARBT RATHIITLE -

Z HEENESIEZMEFTHAX

(=) “HELE5EBRT+FR”. - “&
MYIAABESEST+FER.” - “5&
BEk”. (;n=20, <6, A= 20)
XL AR R B BAT, BT F
&, REERNEML—FLE T TF30
Wo
(O“4RMN.. . EEB—R... &% (A
=1
EIEARNFE N, EEEEWLHERN
Ffth— RN

(=) “HMEEEMRE. .. —RILEE
KEE”, ($26)

XIEAHENFN, EEABKRE, HEWH
E R —RFARK.
EEgwERMNEIHMERE, BAAR
b, BN BT RATH .

= EBRNEEEERR

(=) “EE. . . EFRNE@m”. (F/I\10)
B, BTN, EFERN
M EIEHFAR. MEEXEDE,
SERL T KT IR J5, BRI E
M, #E—BRBETRAT, Ffth 58 s i
ITERNE L, BOAME2RRE . il
flt s T ERAM BT, BRTRAIM.
(D) “EBEHREMEE”. (J1=20)
EEFEANRMNE®, BRTRERAN, NMUEE
BAEm, HEFERNMEm, wMaks
TERAMEH.

(=) “BEE. . . RREMRMNLE”. (=
17)
EBRARNMER, BRTHERMN, BRAEEER



and He also wants to make His home in our hearts; that is,
He wants to saturate every part of our entire being,
mingling with us as one. This shows that He will be joined to
us to the uttermost.

[I. WE BEING JOINED TO CHRIST

A. Through Believing and Being Baptized

1) “...believes into Him [Christ]” (Acts 10:43, lit.);
“...baptized into Christ” (Gal. 3:27).

Originally we were born in Adam, apart from Christ (Eph.
2:12). Through our believing and being baptized, we have
entered into Christ. This is the beginning of the experience
of our being joined to Christ.

B. Through God’s Anointing

1) “But He who firmly attaches us [the apostles] with
you [the believers] unto Christ and has anointed us
[with the Holy Spirit] is God” (2 Cor. 1:21).

When we believe into the Lord and are baptized, God puts
His Spirit in us and anoints us, firmly attaching us to Christ.
On the one hand, it is we who believe and are baptized into
Christ; on the other hand, it is God who attaches us unto
Christ by anointing us with His Spirit.

C. Becoming a New Creation in Christ

1) “...In Christ” (2 Cor. 12:2); “...in Christ...a new
creation” (2 Cor. 5:17).

By believing and being baptized into Christ, we become men
of the new creation in Christ. We become such men by being
joined to Christ in our experience.

D. Abiding in Christ

1) “Abide in Me [Christ]” (John 15:4); “Abide in Him
[Christ]” (1 John 2:27).

After we enter into Christ to become a new creation in Him,
we must remain in Him and abide in Him, taking Him as
our dwelling and our resting place. In Christ we enjoy all
that He is to us. We enjoy Him as our life and life supply,
and as the peace, comfort, support, leading, joy, and hope
that we need to live a heavenly, spiritual, holy, victorious,
and transcendent life so that we may become transcendent
persons, experiencing our being joined to Him in our living
and our walk.

E. Living with Christ

1) “Because | [Christ] live, you shall live also...and | in
you” (John 14:19-20); “...live with Him [Christ]” (Rom.
6:8).

Both of these passages speak of our living with Christ. Our
being joined to Christ begins with our entering into Him,
continues with our remaining in Him and abiding in Him,
and is intensified by our living with Him. This is the
experience in our living of being joined to Him and of taking
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Him as life (Col. 3:4).

F. Being Manifested with Christ in Glory 7 5EE—FETRE
1) “You also shall be manifested with Him [Christ] in (=) “5 (BE) —RENEREE.”
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LESSON TWENTY-SEVEN: ABIDING IN CHRIST

When we believe and are baptized into Christ, we are in
Christ. In Christ we obtain and enjoy all the riches in Him.
To maintain such a position in Christ and to continue to
enjoy all the riches in Him, we must continue to remain in
Him, with the result that we abide in Him. Therefore, we
must consider this matter thoroughly.

I. THE SIGNIFICANCE OF ABIDING IN CHRIST

A. Being Joined to Christ

1) “I [Christ] am the vine, you are the branches; he
who abides in Me and | in him, he bears much fruit, for
apart from Me you can do nothing” (John 15:5).

There is a difference between being in Christ and abiding in
Christ. Being in Christ refers to the fact of our having
entered into Christ to partake of Him and to be joined to
Him. Abiding in Christ refers to the experience of our
remaining in Christ to fellowship with and enjoy Him. In
this verse the Lord Jesus speaks to us specifically
concerning such an experience. He describes our life of
abiding in Him by the illustration of the branches abiding in
the vine. He is the vine and we are His branches. This shows
us clearly that, if we desire to live in Him to enjoy all His life
supply, thus bearing fruit to fulfill our duty as His members,
we must abide in Him. This is like the branches of the vine,
which must abide in the vine in order to enjoy all the life
supply of the vine and bear fruit in order to fulfill their
duty. If we are separated from Christ, like branches
separated from the vine, we cannot live in Him nor can we
receive the life supply from Him to bear fruit for Him.
Therefore, if we would live in Christ, we must not be
separated from Him.

B. Having Fellowship with Christ

1) “...and report to you the eternal life, which...was
manifested to us...that you also may have fellowship
with us [the apostles], and indeed the fellowship
which is ours is with the Father and with His Son
Jesus Christ” (1 John 1:2-3).

These verses tell us that the reporting of the eternal life to us
enables us to have fellowship with the apostles, and that the
fellowship of the apostles is with the Father and with His
Son Jesus Christ. In other words, the eternal life, the life of
God in Christ, that is, Christ Himself as life, brings a
fellowship to us, that we may have fellowship not only with
the apostles but also with God and Christ. This fellowship is
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the flowing of God’s life in us, causing us to have fellowship
with God and Christ, to participate in all that They are, and
to enjoy Their life supply. To have fellowship with God and
Christ in this way is to abide in Christ. This abiding will
result in three conditions, as given below.

1. Being Enlightened

1) “God is light, and in Him is no darkness at all. If we
say that we have fellowship with Him and walk in the
darkness, we lie and are not practicing the truth” (1
John 1:5-6).

When we have fellowship with God, who is light, such
fellowship brings us into God’s light that we may be
enlightened. Thus, we will not walk in darkness.

2. Confessing Our Sins and Being Cleansed

1) “But if we walk in the light as He [God] is in the
light, we have fellowship with one another, and the
blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin...if we
confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous that He
may forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness” (1 John 1:7-9).

When we are enlightened by God in our fellowship with
Him, we will see our own sins. If we confess our sins in
God’s light, He will forgive us our sins, and the blood of
Jesus His Son will cleanse us from all sin. If we do not
confess our sins in order to be cleansed, our sins will
interrupt the fellowship which we have with God and with
Christ. Only when we confess our sins and are cleansed is
our fellowship with God and Christ restored. Then we may
again abide in Christ without anything between us and Him.
3. Growing in Life

1) “...grows with the growth of God” (Col. 2:19).

By abiding in Christ and fellowshipping with Him, the life
within us will continue to grow, and we will also grow with
the growth of God’s life unto maturity.

[I. THE WAY TO ABIDE IN CHRIST

A. According to the Teaching of the Anointing

1) “As His anointing...has taught you, abide in Him
[Christ]” (1 John 2:27).

The anointing mentioned here is the moving of the Holy
Spirit, who dwells in us. Such moving of the Holy Spiritin
us, as the ointment anointing us within, teaches us the truth.
We should abide in the Lord according to the teaching of
this anointing.

B. Walking as the Lord Walked

1) “He who says he abides in Him [Christ] ought
himself also to walk even as that One walked” (1 John
2:6).

To abide in Christ, on the one hand, we must be according
to the teaching of the anointing of the Holy Spirit inwardly,
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and on the other hand, we must walk as the Lord walked
outwardly. This means that we must abide in Christ
according to the teaching of the Holy Spirit inwardly and
according to the walk of the Lord outwardly.

C. Keeping God’s Commandments

1) “And he who keeps His [God’s] commandments
abides in Him” (1 John 3:24).

To abide in Christ, in addition to being according to the
teaching of the anointing of the Holy Spirit and walking as
the Lord walked, we must keep God’s commandments,
God’s charges to us, and be those who are submissive to
God.

[ll. THE ISSUE OF ABIDING IN CHRIST

A. Christ Abiding in Us

1) “Abide in Me [Christ] and I in you” (John 15:4);
“...abides in Him [God], and He in him” (1 John 3:24).

The first issue of our abiding in Christ is that Christ and
God abide in us to dispense Their riches to us, supplying
and transfusing them into us.

B. Bearing Much Fruit to Glorify God

1) “He who abides in Me [Christ] and I in him, he bears
much fruit” (John 15:5). “In this is My Father glorified,
that you bear much fruit” (John 15:8).

If we abide in Christ, He also will abide in us, enabling us to
enjoy all the riches of His life. Thus, we will bear much fruit
to glorify God, that is to live out God that He may be
expressed in us.

C. Boldly Meeting the Lord and Not Being Put to
Shame

1) “Abide in Him [Christ], that if He is manifested, we
may have boldness and not be put to shame from Him
at His coming” (1 John 2:28).

If we abide in Christ and bear much fruit by His life to
glorify God, when He is manifested, we will boldly meet
Him and not be put to shame from His glorious presence (cf.
Matt. 25:30).
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