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2013 Memorial Day Conference

THE COMPLETING MINISTRY OF PAUL

Message Two

The Central Vision

Scripture Reading: Col. 2:2; Eph. 3:4; Rom. 9:21, 23; Phil. 2:13; Col.

1:12: Rom. 12:5

Outline
Day 1

. The central vision of Paul’s completing ministry

concerns Christ as the mystery of God (Col. 1:25-27; 2:2)
and the church as the mystery of Christ (Eph. 3:4); this
is the great mystery of Christ and the church (5:32):

God is a mystery, and Christ, as the embodiment of God to express
Him (Col. 2:9), is the mystery of God.

Christ also is a mystery, and the church, as the Body of Christ to
express Him, is the mystery of Christ.

This mystery is God’s economy, which is to dispense Christ, as the
embodiment of God, into God's chosen people in order to produce a
Body to be the increase of God’'s embodiment in Christ, that God may
have a corporate expression—1 Tim. 1:4; Eph. 3:8-9.

The central vision of Paul’s completing ministry is God
in us as our contents, Christ as the mystery of God, and
the church as the mystery of Christ:
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Day 2

A. Man is a vessel to contain God—Gen. 2:7-9; Acts 9:15; Rom. 9:21-24;
2Cor.4:7:2Tim. 2:20-21:

1.

We must learn to turn away from all considerations of our
behavior and care only to be filled with God.

God is illustrated in the Bible as food, water, and breath; we
must take Him in and be filled with Him, just as we take in the

food we eat, the water we drink, and the air we breathe—John
6:35, 57; 4:10, 14; 7:37-39; 20:22; Lam. 3:55-56.

Ephesians 4:6 reveals that the Father is not only over us and
through us but also in us; God is housing Himself in us.

Day 3

Ephesians 3:19 says, “That you may be filled unto all the
fullness of God™:

To be filled unto all God’s fullness means to be filled unto all
that God is; the fullness of God implies that the riches of what
He is become His expression.

All that God is should be our contents; we should be so filled
with Him that we become His fullness, His expression—vv.
14-19.

Philippians 2:13 says, “It is God who operates in you both the
willing and the working for His good pleasure”:

The thought in this verse is that God is moving, acting, and
working within us.

2013 Memorial Day Conference - Message 2 Outline - Page 2
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. The God who operates (energizes) in us is the Triune God—the

Father, the Son, and the Spirit—the very God who is Christ in
us (2 Cor. 13:3a, 5) and the Spirit in us (Rom. 8:11); the three—
the Spirit, God, and Christ—are one.

. Hebrews 13:20-21 says, “Now the God of peace, He who brought

up from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great Shepherd of the
sheep, in the blood of an eternal covenant, perfect you in every
good work for the doing of His will, doing in us that which is
well pleasing in His sight through Jesus Christ; to Him be the
glory forever and ever. Amen”:

. The new covenant is not only a better covenant (7:22; 8:6) but

also an eternal covenant; it is eternally efficacious because of

the eternal efficacy of Christ’s blood, with which it was enacted
(Matt. 26:28; Luke 22:20).

. God is doing in us that which is well pleasing in His sight

through Jesus Christ that we may be able to do His will; it is
through the indwelling Christ that God works in us so that we
can do His will—Gal. 1:15a, 16a; 2:20; 4:19.

Day 4

. First Timothy 3:16 says, “Great is the mystery of godliness: He

who was manifested in the flesh, / Justified in the Spirit, / Seen
by angels, / Preached among the nations, / Believed on in the
world, / Taken up in glory”:

. Christ is the individual manifestation of God in the flesh, and

the church as the Body of Christ to express Him is the corporate
manifestation of God in the flesh.
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Godliness refers to the living of God in the church, that is, to
God as life lived out in the church.

We must see that God in resurrection through Christ has
entered into us as the Spirit, is now indwelling us, is one with
us, and has made us one spirit with Himself; as His vessels,
we should be filled with Him, and whatever we do must be an
expression of Him—1 Cor. 15:45b; 6:17; Rom. 8:2, 4, 6, 9-11;
John 14:23, 16-17; 2 Cor. 4:7.

B. The mystery of God is Christ as the embodiment and manifestation
of God, making God so real and enjoyable to us—Col. 2:2, 9; Rom.
9:5:

1.

Christ is everything to the believers—1 Cor. 1:9; 15:45b; Eph.
3:8; 2 Cor. 4:6-7; John 8:58:

Christ is the God-allotted portion to the saints—Col. 1:12; 2:6; 1
Cor. 1:2.

Christ is our life—John 14:6a; Col. 3:4; Rom. 8:2, 4, 6.

Christ is the hope of glory—Col. 1:27; Eph. 1:18b; 4:4b; Rom.
8:19, 23-25.

Christ is our necessities and our enjoyment—dJohn 8:12; 6:51,
57b; 1 Cor. 10:4; John 20:22; Gal. 3:27; John 15:7a; Col. 2:16-17;
Matt. 11:28.

Christ is God’s power and God’s wisdom to us—1 Cor. 1:24, 30.

Day 5
Christ is everything to the church:
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Christ is the Head of the Body—Col. 1:18.
Christ is the Body of the Head—1 Cor. 12:12.
Christ is the foundation stone—Isa. 28:16; 1 Cor. 3:11.

Christ is the living stone, the cornerstone, and the topstone—1
Pet. 2:4, 6-7; Eph. 2:20; Zech. 3:9; 4:7.

e. Christ is all the members of the new man—Col. 3:10-11.

God wants us to realize that in Christ the Triune God—the Father,
the Son, and the Spirit—has passed through a process involving
incarnation, human living, crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension:

By incarnation Christ brought the infinite God into the finite
man—dJohn 1:14.

In His human living the Lord Jesus expressed divinity in
humanity—14:9-11.

By crucifixion Jesus Christ terminated the old creation—Col.
1:15.

Day 6
By resurrection He germinated us as the new creation—1 Pet.
1:3.

By ascension He was glorified, exalted, enthroned, appointed
Lord, and commissioned with the divine government—Acts

2:33, 36.

Following this He came down upon the church as the all-
inclusive life-giving Spirit—1:8; 2:4.

As the life-giving Spirit, the Lord is waiting for people to receive
Him by believing into Him—1 Cor. 15:45b; 2 Cor. 3:17; John
1:12-13; 3:15:
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a. As soon as a person calls on the name of the Lord Jesus, Christ

b.

will immediately come into him, regenerate his spirit, indwell
his spirit, and mingle Himself with his regenerated spirit to
cause him to become truly one with Him—v. 6; 1 Cor. 6:17.

A new believer must come to know the two spirits—his
regenerated spirit and the life-giving Spirit—so that he may
be transformed and built up with others to be the Body, the
organism to express the Triune God for the fulfillment of His
purpose—2 Cor. 3:18; Eph. 2:21-22; 4:16.

C. The mystery of Christ is that the Triune God through death and
In resurrection is mingling Himself with us, making us the living
members of His organic Body:

1.

The central vision is the vision that Christ, the expression of
God, has become the life-giving Spirit so that He may impart
Himself into us as our life to make us the living members of His
Body to express Him organically—1 Cor. 15:45b; Rom. 12:5.

The Lord is recovering Christ as life and everything to us and
the church as His Body, His fullness—Col. 3:4, 11, 16; 2:19.

The Lord wants a church composed of believers who are
infused, filled, and saturated with Himself to be His Body for
His expression; eventually, this living Body will become Christ’s
loving bride, who will prepare the way for His coming back—
Eph. 1:22-23; Rev. 19:7-9.

We should not care for insignificant things or be distracted
by doctrines or practices; instead, we should care to become a
living testimony by having the Triune God dispensed into us to

make us members of His organic Body to express Him—Eph. 3:6,
19b, 21.
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. We need to see the church as the mystery of Christ in the

following aspects:

. The church was mysteriously chosen and predestinated

in Christ by God the Father before the foundation of the
world—1:3-5.

. The church was mysteriously redeemed in the Beloved after the

foundation of the world—wvv. 6-12.

. The church was mysteriously sealed with the Holy Spirit

and received the Holy Spirit as the pledge at the time of its
redemption—vv. 13-14.

. The church mysteriously participates in the resurrection power

of Christ and in everything that He has attained and obtained
in ascension, thereby becoming the Body of Christ—vv. 19-23.

. The church mysteriously becomes the universal new man, as

God’s kingdom and God’s house, and is being built up as the
habitation of God—2:15, 19-22.

. The church is mysteriously enjoying the unsearchable riches of

Christ—3:2, 7-11.

. The church is strengthened into the inner man with power by

God through His Spirit, that Christ may mysteriously make
home in the believers’ hearts, that the church may be filled
with the breadth, the length, the height, and the depth of what
Christ is, to become all the fullness of God—vv. 15-19.

. The mysterious life union of Christ and the church is the great

mystery in the universe—5:32.

i. The church, which is joined to and mingled mysteriously with

the Triune God today, is a miniature of the New Jerusalem
and needs to take the holy city as its highest standard and
matchless hope in everything—Rev. 21:2.
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WEEK 2 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

Col. 1:25-27 "Of which | became a minister according to the stewardship of
God, which was given to me for you, to complete the word of God, the
mystery which has been hidden from the ages and from the generations
but now has been manifested to His saints; to whom God willed to
make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the
Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory."

Very few Christians have seen Paul's completing ministry. This term, the
completing ministry, is based upon Colossians 1:25, where Paul says he was
commissioned"to complete the word of God." To complete the word of God
means to complete the revelation of God. No doubt the King James Version's
rendering of'complete the word of God" as"fulfil the word of God" has
somewhat obscured the real meaning.

Without Paul's writings the revelation of God is not complete. If his
fourteen Epistles, from Romans through Hebrews, were taken from the
Bible, it would no doubt still be a marvelous book. Think how wonderful
Genesis is! How great a book Exodus is!...Though Genesis and Exodus are
admirable, without Paul's writings they lack completion. (The Completing
Ministry of Paul, p. 73)

Today's Reading

Grammatically speaking,"the mystery" [in Colossians 1:26] is in
apposition with"to complete the word of God" [in verse 25]. The completion
of the word of God is the mystery. This mystery, which was hidden but is
now manifested, concerns"Christ in you, the hope of glory” [v. 27].

Surely every book of the New Testament is about Christ. None of these
books except Paul's, however, says that Christ is God's mystery. Matthew
deals with the mystery of the kingdom of God, but does not present Christ as

2013 Memorial Day Conference - Message 2 Morning Revival - Page 1
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God's mystery....Even in John's Gospel the word mystery is not to be found.
It does occur in his Revelation, but it is not as clearly mentioned as in Paul's
Epistles. Only Paul uses the word mystery for Christ and for His Body.

Christ is a mystery. What is the source of Christ as a mystery? It is surely
God. Both the Jews and the Moslems claim to know God. They are of a
similar origin, in that their faith is based on the Old Testament. (The Moslem
Bible, the Koran, is largely an imitation of the Old Testament, with some
changes.) The God in whom the Jews and Moslems believe is the God of
the Old Testament. In the New Testament our God is the God in Christ and
through Christ. To be a Christian is to come into Christ and through Him
into God. God is embodied in this Christ. The fullness of the Godhead dwells
in Him bodily (Col. 2:9). God's entire being is embodied in Christ....If anyone
has a God who is apart from Christ, he must be like a Jew or a Moslem. God,
then, is the source of this mystery.

What is the issue of this mystery? This mystery comes out of God and
iIssues in the church, including all the believers of Christ. In the whole
universe this is the mystery! Without such a word the Bible is not complete.
This completion of the word is this great mystery: Christ as the mystery of
God and the church as the mystery of Christ. These two comprise the mystery
of the ages.

Three crucial points in Paul's Epistles [are]: God as our contents, Christ
as God's mystery, and the church as Christ's mystery. Without these three
points, Paul's writings are an empty shell. These are what the Lord is going
to recover. Without them, nothing is meaningful. Our God today is in us
to be our contents. The mystery of God is Christ as the embodiment and
manifestation of God, making God so real and so enjoyable to us. The
mystery of Christ is that the Triune God through death and in resurrection
Is mingling Himself with us, making us the living members of His organic
Body. This vision must direct us. It will keep us in the central lane, walking
according to the mingled spirit and being in the Body life. This is what the
Lord is after. (The Completing Ministry of Paul, pp. 74-75, 106-107)

Further Reading: The Completing Ministry of Paul, ch. 10; Life-study of
Acts, msgs. 68-69
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WEEK 2 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

Rom. 9:23-24 "In order that He might make known the riches of His glory
upon vessels of mercy, which He had before prepared unto glory, even
us, whom He has also called, not only from among the Jews but also
from among the Gentiles."

Eph. 4:6 "One God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and
inall."

When Paul refers to God, he of course says that God is the Creator (Rom.
1:25), but this is not his central point. The Old Testament has already told
us this....[In Romans 9:23-24 we are] called vessels. God has chosen us to be
His vessels, vessels of mercy unto glory. This implies and indicates that God
wants to be contained; He wants a container for Himself.

Man is a vessel. Firstly, our body is a vessel. Every day we fill it with food,
water, and air....We eat probably three times a day, besides snacks. We drink
more times a day. In addition, we are continuously breathing. Whatever else
we are doing, we keep breathing. Without it, we graduate from living! By
eating, drinking, and breathing we fill ourselves. Our outer man, then, is a
vessel. (The Completing Ministry of Paul, pp. 75-76)

Today's Reading

Our inner man is also a vessel. God has created us as vessels to contain
Him."We have this treasure in earthen vessels that the excellency of the
power may be of God and not out of us," Paul tells us in 2 Corinthians 4:7.
From verses 5 and 6 we know that the treasure is God Himself in Christ, who
has sown Himself into us, the earthen vessels. These verses are familiar to
us, yet we do not live as those who have God as their contents.

Seldom does the thought cross our mind that we are a vessel to contain
God. All too often, however, we entertain the thought that we must behave
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rightly, courteously, humbly, and inoffensively. Day after day we are sorry
not to be more obedient to our parents, more pleasant to our classmates, and
kinder to our sister or brother. We may think along even more spiritual lines,
about getting up early for morning watch or spending more time to read the
Bible. Such thoughts are commonplace to us. But how about the thought that
we are vessels to contain God? Does this thought occur to us? We may obey
our parents and love our sister but not have God contained in us. If so, we are
like an empty box, trying to please others but apart from God. It is not only
the unbelievers who are on the wrong track. It is not only other Christians
who are off. We who are in the Lord's recovery are also often off the track.
Whenever we think in terms of loving others or being kind, without realizing
that we were ordained to contain God, we too are missing the mark. We must
learn to turn away from all such considerations of behavior and care only to
be filled with God.

God is illustrated in the Bible as food, water, and air. We must take Him in
and be filled with Him just as we take in the food we eat, the water we drink, and
the air we breathe. Over these past twenty years a number of hymns have been
composed among us that speak of eating and drinking Christ and of breathing
God in....To some people the thought of eating God is rough and unacceptable.
We cannot blame them for thinking this way; they are short of revelation.

We have been not only created by God, then, but also chosen by Him to be
vessels of His mercy. And not only are we vessels of mercy; we are also vessels
prepared unto glory. It is only Paul's writings, of all the twenty-seven books of
the New Testament, which convey the thought that we are vessels to contain
God....From Romans 8 we [can] see how God must be the Spirit and that this
Spirit must be the Spirit of Christ. Then God can be in us as our contents.

[According to Ephesians 4:6] the Father is not only over us; He is not only
through us; He is also in us. This preposition in does not mean merely"with";
it means that God is within us. God is housing Himself in us, as Paul writes
elsewhere. (The Completing Ministry of Paul, pp. 76-77)

Further Reading: The Completing Ministry of Paul, ch. 11
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WEEK 2 — DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 3:19 "And to know the knowledge-surpassing love of Christ, that you
may be filled unto all the fullness of God."

Phil. 2:13 "For it is God who operates in you both the willing and the
working for His good pleasure."

[In Ephesians 3:19] to be filled unto all God's fullness means to be filled
unto all that God is. This fullness dwells in Christ (Col. 1:19; 2:9). Through
His indwelling, Christ imparts the fullness of God into our being. This makes
us God's expression. The fullness of God implies that the riches of what He
is become His expression. When the riches are in Him, they are His riches;
when they are expressed, they become His fullness. All that God is should be
our contents. We should be so filled with Him that we become His fullness,
His expression.

To become God's fullness is in a category entirely apart from being kind
and humble....I have several times repented for being outwardly blameless
while I was not filled with the Lord....We all need to become aware of
this distinction between being good and being filled with the Lord. (The
Completing Ministry of Paul, pp. 77-78)

Today's Reading

What does [Philippians 2:13] tell us God is doing? Does it say that it is
God who inspires us from the heavens to will and to do? Is the almighty
God reaching down from His throne to stir us up? No! God is operating in
us. The Greek word for operate has no precise English equivalent, though
the word energize comes from it and somewhat conveys the meaning. The
thought in this verse is that God is moving, acting, working, rubbing within
us. Our God is continuously working in us. We must think of Him not as far
off on the throne but as within, constantly touching, moving, rubbing, and
bothering us.
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The very next verse says,"Do all things without murmurings and
reasonings" (Phil. 2:14). While you are murmuring, God is operating in you.
While you are reasoning, He is moving in you. He tells you to stop, but you
reply,”"In a minute!" Though you will not stop, even when the minute is up,
God continues His operating in you. His working within never ceases. This
is our God. You may say such a God is too small. The Jews may believe that
their God is great and exalted on the throne, but I like having such a small
God. He is far more practical and relevant to my everyday situation....My
God is within me, bothering all the time!

“Now the God of peace, He who brought up from the dead our Lord
Jesus, the great Shepherd of the sheep, in the blood of an eternal covenant,
perfect you in every good work for the doing of His will, doing in us that
which is well pleasing in His sight through Jesus Christ; to Him be the glory
forever and ever. Amen" (Heb. 13:20-21). If we were writing such a prayer,
we would probably say something like,"May the God of peace equip you to
do good works that you may glorify Him!" Why did Paul insert such a long
modifier,"Who brought up from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great Shepherd
of the sheep, in the blood of an eternal covenant"?

The old covenant was enacted by the blood of the sacrifices. The blood
opened the door for the new covenant also to come in. The new covenant is
to write God's nature into our being as the law of life, to give us a new spirit,
and even to put us into God the Spirit. Whose blood is the blood of an eternal
covenant? It is the blood of Christ. This blood ushers in His resurrection. In
Christ's resurrection God comes into us.

[God] equips us by coming into us. He can come into us through the
resurrection of Christ. The resurrection is here through the shedding of
His blood. This God, who is brought to us through the resurrection, is now
equipping us"through Jesus Christ." God is not reaching down from the
heavens to stir us up. He is"doing in us that which is well pleasing in His
sight through Jesus Christ.” Our God through Christ in His resurrection has
come into us. Now He is"doing" in us still in resurrection through Christ. (The
Completing Ministry of Paul, pp. 78-80)

Further Reading: The Completing Ministry of Paul, ch. 12
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WEEK 2 — DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

1 Tim. 3:16 "And confessedly, great is the mystery of godliness: He who was
manifested in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen by angels, preached
among the nations, believed on in the world, taken up in glory."

Col. 1:27 "To whom God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory
of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory."

God has been manifested in the flesh. Such a statement refers not only
to Christ but also to the church. The church is a group of men of flesh who
manifest God. It is God manifested in corporate flesh. How could God be
thus manifested? It is by our taking Him in and being filled with Him.

This is your God and my God. It was Paul's God. Before his conversion,
Paul's God was far away in the heavens. Now the very God of the apostle is
the God who in resurrection through Jesus Christ is making His home in
your being, that He might saturate you, even express Himself from within
you. (The Completing Ministry of Paul, p. 79)

Today's Reading

To practice living in God's presence all day long...[is a teaching] according
to the Old Testament. In the New Testament there is no such term as living
In God's presence. The New Testament tells us to walk in spirit (Rom. 8:4).
Rather than practicing the presence of God, we live one spirit with Him (1
Cor. 6:17). Do you see the difference? Walking with God seems wonderful,
but it is an Old Testament concept. In the New Testament we are one with
God. When | walk, He walks with me; when He walks, I walk with Him.

Too many Christians today treasure the still small voice; they think this
is the way the Lord leads them. Again, this is an Old Testament concept
(1 Kings 19:12). There is no need for us to listen for a still small voice. We
have the indwelling (Rom. 8:11) and the anointing, which abides in us (1
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John 2:27). This is far higher than the still small voice. In the time of the
Old Testament God had not yet entered into man. In our day, however,
God in resurrection through Christ has entered into us as the Spirit, is now
indwelling us, is one with us, and has made us one spirit with Himself! (The
Completing Ministry of Paul, pp. 82-83)

Christ is the God-allotted portion to the saints. In the Bible, Christ is likened
to the good land. When the children of Israel entered into the good land, they
allotted the land to the twelve tribes, so every tribe received a lot. Today every
saint has received a"lot," a portion, of Christ. Christ is our allotted portion from
God. Christ is not only our life and our Savior, but also our lot, our portion.

As the God-allotted portion to us, Christ is our life (Col. 3:4a). Life is the
top enjoyment. If our life is gone, all of our enjoyment is finished....It is a fact
that we have Christ as our life, but some may wonder how we can prove this
fact. All of us have our physical life, but this life is not something which we
can show others. Life is unseen; it is invisible. Life cannot be seen, but the
activities of life are strong proofs that someone has life....Our being so living,
so active, and so aggressive for the Lord is a proof that we have His life. His
life within energizes us. Many times | feel tired, but when I am ministering
the word, the Lord supplies me with His life, and I am full of the energy
of His life. Our being so active in Christ and for Christ shows that we have
Christ as our life.

Christ is in us as the hope of glory (Col. 1:27). Christ is not only life
to us today but also our glory in the future. Our hope is for our body to
be saturated with Christ's glorious, splendid element. This will be the
redemption of our body, the transfiguration of our body.

As the divine provision, Christ is God's power to us (1 Cor. 1:24a) for
carrying out and accomplishing what He has planned and purposed....Christ
is also wisdom to us from God (1 Cor. 1:24b, 30b). Day by day we need Christ
to be wisdom to us. Christ as wisdom should unceasingly flow from God to us
to be our present and practical wisdom in our experience. (Messages to the
Trainees in Fall 1990, pp. 134-136, 139-140)

Further Reading: Messages to the Trainees in Fall 1990, ch. 18
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WEEK 2 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

Col. 1:18 "And He is the Head of the Body, the church; He is the beginning, the
Firstborn from the dead, that He Himself might have the first place in all things."

1 Cor. 12:12-13 "For even as the body is one and has many members, yet
all the members of the body, being many, are one body, so also is the
Christ. For also in one Spirit we were all baptized into one Body...and
were all given to drink one Spirit."

According to Colossians 3:10-11, in the new man Christ is all and in
all. This means that He is all the members of the new man and in all the
members. We may wonder how the church as the Body of Christ can be
Christ and how Christ can be all the members of the new man. In our
experience, this depends upon who lives. If we live alone by ourselves, we
are not Christ. If we live Christ, letting Christ live in us, then we live in Him,
and we are Christ....The Christian life should be like this. (Messages to the
Trainees in Fall 1990, p. 142)

Today's Reading

We in the Lord's recovery...should not care for insignificant things or be
distracted by doctrines or practices. We should care only to become a living
testimony by having the Triune God dispensed into us to make us members
of His organic Body to express Him. We do not expect that the majority of
Christians will see this vision or take this way. But we do believe that it is
of the Lord that a minority of His chosen people, who love Him and seek
Him, will be brought into this central vision that they may grow in life and
be transformed by the Spirit to become parts of the living Body of Christ.
Eventually, this living Body will become Christ's loving bride, who will
prepare the way for His coming back. (Life-study of 1 Corinthians, p. 184)

Let us consider the church as the mystery of Christ point by point. First,
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the church was mysteriously chosen and predestinated in Christ by God
the Father before the foundation of the world (Eph. 1:3-5)....We were God's
creation; we were not His sons. But God chose us, predestinated us, and
called us to sonship. Now through partaking of the life of God, we become
the sons of God.

Second, after the foundation of the world, the church was mysteriously
redeemed in the Beloved (Eph. 1:6-12)....We were all chosen by God in eternity.
But we were redeemed in time and even at different times. Our redemption
Is according to the riches of God's abounding grace with which He graced the
church in the Beloved. It is also according to the dispensation of the mysterious
economy in God's will, which is according to His good pleasure.

Third, at the time of our redemption, we were mysteriously sealed with the
Holy Spirit, and we received the Holy Spirit as the pledge (Eph. 1:13-14). At
the time we believed in the Lord, we received the Holy Spirit as the seal. This
seal of the Holy Spirit operates and works, reminding us and giving us the
feeling that we have believed in the Lord Jesus and that we belong to God. |
believe every one of us has had this experience. This tells us that we are the
saved ones, and we have the Holy Spirit in us as the seal. This Holy Spirit is
the pneumatic Christ (Rom. 8:9), who also is the Triune God (Matt. 28:19).

Fourth, the mystery of Christ, the church, participates mysteriously in
the resurrection power of Christ and in everything that He has attained
and obtained in ascension, thereby becoming the Body of Christ (Eph.
1:19-23)....The Body of Christ is produced fully from the resurrection and
ascension of Christ. After Christ resurrected, He became the life-giving Spirit.
In His ascension He became the outpoured Spirit. In this way He becomes
the essential, economical, and compound Spirit...in us and also upon us,
making us the Body of Christ. (The Mysteries in God's New Testament
Economy, pp. 43-46)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 Corinthians, msg. 20; The Mysteries in
God's New Testament Economy, ch. 1; The Conclusion of the New Testament,
msg. 190; The Practical Way to Live a Life according to the High Peak of the
Divine Revelation in the Holy Scriptures, chs. 4, 6
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WEEK 2 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 3:16-17 "That He would grant you, according to the riches of His
glory, to be strengthened with power through His Spirit into the inner
man, that Christ may make His home in your hearts through faith, that
you, being rooted and grounded in love."

5:32 "This mystery is great, but | speak with regard to Christ and the
church.”

[The fifth point of the church as the mystery of Christ is that] the church
mysteriously becomes the universal new man as God's kingdom and God's
house, and is built up as the habitation of God (Eph. 2:15, 19-22)....This is
indeed a mystery. The church, the mystery of Christ, as the universal new
man, is replacing the old man in God's creation for the expression of God
and the accomplishing of God's economy. It is God's kingdom to be ruled by
God and to rule for God (Rom. 5:17b). It is also God's house to enjoy God's
riches and to express the glory of God's riches (1 Tim. 3:15-16). Furthermore,
it is built up as the habitation of God. This is the result of submitting to the
authority in God's kingdom and enjoying the riches in God's house (Eph.
4:16). (The Mysteries in God's New Testament Economy, p. 46)

Today's Reading

Sixth,...[the church as the mystery of Christ] mysteriously enjoys
the unsearchable riches of Christ (Eph. 3:2, 7-11). This is through the
stewardship of grace given by God and is according to the dispensation of the
mysterious economy of God. The purpose of this is to make known through
the church the multifarious wisdom of God.

Seventh, the church, being strengthened in its members into the inner
man with power by God through His Spirit, has Christ mysteriously
making home in the believers' hearts, with the result that it is filled with
the breadth, the length, the height, and the depth of what Christ is, to
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become all the fullness of God (Eph. 3:15-19). Not only do we have Christ
In us as the rich supply; this Christ is also making home and living in our
hearts. For this reason, we need the Holy Spirit to strengthen our whole
being into our spirit. In this way, Christ will have the chance to occupy the
different parts of our heart—our mind, emotion, will, and conscience. In
addition to our spirit, Christ will spread and occupy our whole soul step by
step....In the end, we will be filled to become all the fullness of God as the
full expression of God.

[Eighth] is the mysterious life union of Christ and His Body, the
church....This mystery is the processed Triune God being joined and mingled
with the regenerated and transformed tripartite man to become a universal
couple....In other words, divinity is living in humanity to become the reality of
humanity, and the human virtues are living out the divine glory and beauty to
become the expression of divinity. Divinity and humanity are mingled as one.

Finally...[the church] is the mysterious ultimate consummation in God's
economy, the New Jerusalem (Rev. 21:2). This is the peak, the climax, of
the union and mingling of the processed Triune God with the transformed
tripartite man, resulting in the tabernacle where God dwells and lives with
man, and the temple where man dwells and serves God. The two become
the mutual habitation of the redeeming God and the redeemed man (Rev.
21:3, 22)....In such a place, the Triune God is the life supply, and the tripartite
man is the outward appearance for the expression of God (Rev. 21:12, 14). The
Triune God on the throne is the center of the holy city from which flows the
river of life with the tree of life growing alongside to be the supply of the whole
city (Rev. 22:1-2). This is the inward condition of the New Jerusalem....If we
have such a profound and transcendent realization concerning the mystery of
Christ, the church, our goal and hope will be uplifted. We will see and identify
with the New Jerusalem as the highest standard of everything in our lives, and
our ultimate hope will also be the New Jerusalem. (The Mysteries in God's
New Testament Economy, pp. 47-50)

Further Reading: The Mysteries in God's New Testament Economy, ch. 2;
The World Situation and God's Move, chs. 5-6
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