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Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (Spring 2013)

The Experience, Growth, And Ministry Of Life For The Body

Message Three

The Urgent Need of the Growth of Life
and Growing in Life by Dealing with the Heart

Scripture Reading: Eph. 4:13, 15-16; 1 Cor. 3:6; Matt. 5:8; Jer. 17:9;
Eph. 3:17

Outline
Day 1

I. Among us in the Lord’s recovery, there is an urgent need
of the growth of life; if we lack the growth of life, there
will be no way for the recovery to go on, and eventually
we will drift back into the situation of Christianity and
become a repetition of the sad history of Christianity—
Eph. 4:11-16; Matt. 13:31-33; 2 Tim. 3:1-4.

I1. The most significant thing with life is growth—Eph. 4:13,
15-16:

A. If there is no growth, it either means that there is no life or that there
IS something wrong; we need to grow in life—1 Cor. 3:6; 14:20;
16:13.

B. The best way to solve the problems among saints in a local church is
to turn their attention to the growth of life— John 6:57; 1 Pet. 2:2-3.
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C. The growth of life is the primary matter in the practice of the church life;
hence, we should pay attention to the growth of life—Eph. 4:13, 15-16.

Day 2

1. We need to know what the growth of life is:

A. The growth of life is the increase of the element of God within us until
we are filled unto all the fullness of God—3:19.

B. The growth of life is the increase of the measure of the stature of
Christ; the more we love Christ and pursue Christ, allowing Christ
to live in us and to gain us, the more the measure of the stature of
Christ will increase within us; this is the real growth of life—Gal.
2:20; 4:19; Eph. 3:17; 4:13.

C. The growth of life is the expanding of the ground of the Holy Spirit
within us; when we pursue the working of the Holy Spirit within us
and obey the teaching of the Holy Spirit within us as the anointing,
the Holy Spirit can expand His ground extensively, and thus the
divine life within us will grow to a great extent—Rom. 8:11; Eph.
5:18; 1 John 2:20, 27.

D. The growth of life is the decrease of the human element, that is, the
decrease of the flavor of man and the increase of the flavor of God—
Matt. 16:25; John 12:25.

Day 3

E. The growth of life is the breaking of the natural life, that is, the
breaking of our skills, ability, and capacity; if we desire to grow in
life, our gifts must be stripped by God, and our shell of godliness and
piety must be broken by God—2 Cor. 4:16-17.
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F. The growth of life is the subduing of every part of the soul; the more
our soul is subdued, the more life grows; and the more our soul
decreases, the more life increases— John 12:24-25.

IV. The proper growth of life comes only from direct,
personal contact with the Lord—2 Cor. 3:18:

A. The growth of life comes from His living enlightenment and from His
instant pointing out of things within our being—1 John 1:5:
1. Then in His presence we will respond, “Lord, I love You. Lord, I

take You according to Your enlightenment. I take You according
to Your instant, present shining.”

2. This kind of prayer will cause the growth of life, and we will take
a great step in the growth of life—1 Cor. 3:6; Eph. 4:15.

B. We all need to go to the Lord and have direct contact with Him
purposely and particularly concerning the growth of life; if we
do this, something within us will be killed and eliminated, and the
growth of life will come—Psa. 36:9.

Day 4
V. We grow in life by dealing with the heart—Matt. 5:8;
James 4:8; Eph. 3:17:

A. After we receive Christ into our spirit, we need to be pure in heart
because our heart is the field where Christ can grow and spread—1
Cor. 6:17; Matt. 5:3, 8:

1. Christ has been sown into our spirit in order to grow and spread
in our heart; the growth of life is the spreading of Christ in our
heart—Eph. 3:17.
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2. Christ desires to make His home in our heart and to take
possession of every part of our inner being—v. 17.

3. The problem that limits the growth of many believers is in their
heart— Matt. 6:21; 12:34-35; 13:15; 15:8; 22:37.

Day 5

4., If we have a problem with our heart or if our heart is wrong, the
Lord will have no way to spread in us—15:8:

a. In the parable of the sower in Matthew 13:3-8 and 18-23, the
Lord made it clear that the seed was unable to grow in the first
three kinds of hearts because they had no room for the seed to
grow and spread.

b. If we are honest with ourselves, we will admit that we have
withheld room in our heart from the Lord.

c. If Christ as the seed of life is to grow in our heart, we need to
have a pure and unoccupied heart, a heart in which every
inch is given to Christ so that He can spread within us; His
spreading is the growth of life—5:8; Eph. 3:17.

B. “Purify your hearts, you doubled-souled!"— James 4:8:

1. To purify our heart is to make our heart single, having only one
goal; when we have more than one goal, our heart is impure and
we are double-souled— Matt. 5:8.

2. In order for our heart to be single and pure, we need to have a
unique goal—God Himself—v. 8; Mark 12:30.

Day 6
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3. To purify our heart, we need grace; we need to receive the Lord’s
grace to deal with our heart continually—Heb. 13:9; 1 Cor.
15:10.

4. We need to see the condition of our heart and deal with our heart
so that the Lord will have the way to spread within us—Matt.
6:21; 15:8.

C. Our dealing with our heart is according to the Lord'’s shining, and His
shining is gradual; He progressively intensifies His shining as we deal
with the items that He brings to light, so that each time our heart is more
thoroughly examined and purified—2 Cor. 4:6; 1 John 1:5; Rev. 4:5.

D. “The heart is deceitful above all things, / And it is incurable; / Who
can know it?”— Jer. 17:9:

1. It is difficult to deal with our heart because our heart is deceitful.

2. Part of the deceitfulness of our heart is manifested in our self-
pity and selflove; because we love ourselves and sympathize
with ourselves so much, it is difficult for the Lord to spread
within us—2 Tim. 3:2.

3. The Lord may have been in our spirit for a long time, but because
our heart is complicated, mixed, confused, and deceitful, He
may not have had the opportunity to spread from our spirit into
our heart—4:22; Jer. 17:9; Eph. 3:17.

E. The genuine growth of life is not our growth but Christ's growth in

us—Col. 2:19:

1. Because such growth depends on our heart, we need to deal with

our heart so that Christ will have a way to grow within us—
James 4:8; Matt. 5:8; Eph. 3:17.
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WEEK 3 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 4:13 "Until we all arrive...at a full-grown man, at the measure of the
stature of the fullness of Christ.

15-16 ...We may grow up into Him in all things, who is the Head, Christ,
out from whom all the Body, being joined together and being knit
together through every joint of the rich supply and through the
operation in the measure of each one part, causes the growth of the
Body unto the building up of itself in love."

Thank the Lord that we all have a heart for His recovery and that, at least
to some extent, we all mean business with the Lord for His move on this
earth. Yet, | have a big question: how much growth in life have you gained?

Furthermore, many among us still do not function as we should. If we
are lacking the growth in life and lacking the proper functioning, how can
the Lord’s recovery go on? Eventually we will drift back into the situation of
Christianity. Then we will be a repetition of the sad history of Christianity.
So, this is a crucial matter! (Perfecting Training, p. 11)

Today's Reading

In the practice of the church life, the primary thing to be emphasized is
life. Sometimes we are asked by others to tell them what is wrong in their
place, but we should never do it. If a person is dead, what is the profit to tell
him that he is wrong in this matter or that matter? Even if he could realize,
he could not change.

In the Lord’s recovery of the church life in a certain place, there may be
a genuine local church. But without the practicality of life, it will be dead. It
may be right in every aspect, but it is dead. The dead body in the mortuary
was a real person, but it is now a dead person. Thus, the primary thing in the
practicality of the church life is life. We can never be too much for the matter
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of life. Other things can be over-emphasized, but the matter of life can never
be over-emphasized....The most significant thing with life is growth. If there
is no growth, it means that either there is no life, or there is something
wrong. We need to grow in life.

If there are some problems among the saints in a local church, the best
way to solve the problems is to turn their attention to the matter of feeding,
to the matter of growth in life. Medical doctors know that the best medicine
is food. If one eats properly and sufficiently, the nourishment from the food
will take care of all kinds of disease and weakness. If the saints feed on the
Lord Jesus properly, after a certain time all the deadness will be swallowed
up by life. Do not ever try to solve a problem by your maneuvering. In
politics that might be fine but not in the church. In the church, the more one
plays politics the more he will be deadened. He will first deaden himself and
then deaden others. Be honest. Be frank. Be sincere. And never play politics.
The only thing that works is the growth in life. Learn to help people grow.

We realize that today the best thing, the primary thing, the first thing,
that we have to take care of in the practicality of the church life is the matter
of life. The history of the Lord’s recovery shows that in the past four or five
hundred years almost all the teachings have been recovered. Also, the gifts
have been recovered to the uttermost and even to the extreme. However,
the matter of life has never been adequately recovered. (The Speciality,
Generality, and Practicality of the Church Life, pp. 47-49, 45)

If we desire to have further knowledge of life, we must also know what the
growth of life is. There are many brothers and sisters whose hearts’ love toward
the Lord cannot be said to lack fervency, and the price they have paid also cannot
be considered insufficient, yet because they do not know what the real growth of
life is, they have many mistaken views and pursuits; thus, the real growth of life
in them is quite limited. How unfortunate this is! Therefore, in order that we may
have accurate knowledge and proper pursuit in the path of life, we shall spend a
little time to see what the growth of life is. (The Knowledge of Life, p. 175)

Further Reading: Perfecting Training, ch. 1; The Speciality, Generality,
and Practicality of the Church Life, ch. 5
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WEEK 3 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 3:17 "That Christ may make His home in your hearts through faith,
that you, being rooted and grounded in love."

19 "And to know the knowledge-surpassing love of Christ, that you may be
filled unto all the fullness of God."

The increase of the element of God means that more of God Himself has
been mingled with us and received by us to become our element. Therefore,
the real growth of life is the increase of God’s life within us. Life is God
Himself. When life grows in us, God is increased in us. Life grows and
increases to an extent that we may be filled unto all the fullness of God. This
Is the final word of Ephesians 3:19....Colossians 3:4 says that Christ is our
life. Thus, growth of life is the increase of Christ within us. The more we
love Christ and pursue Christ, the more the measure of the stature of Christ
will increase within us. This is the real growth of life. (Further Talks on the
Knowledge of Life, pp. 180-181)

Today's Reading

Growth of life is the increase of the stature of Christ [within us]. While
life is God Himself, God being our life is Christ; therefore, the Bible says that
Christ is our life. We can say that when we are regenerated, it is Christ being
born again within us to be our life. But when we first receive it, this life is still
very young and immature, which means that the stature of Christ within us
Is very small. When we love Christ, seek Christ, and allow Christ to live in us
more and thereby gain us, the stature of Christ gradually increases within us.
This is the growth of life.

Growth of life is the expanding of the ground of the Holy Spirit. We have also
mentioned that life not only is God, but it is Christ, and it is also the Holy Spirit.
We may say that to experience life is to experience the Holy Spirit; therefore,
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to grow in life also means to allow the Holy Spirit to gain more ground within
us. When we pursue more urgently the working of the Holy Spirit within us
and give diligence in obeying the teaching of the Holy Spirit within us as the
anointing, the Holy Spirit can then expand His ground extensively; thus, life
within us will grow to a great extent. Therefore, the growth of life means also
that the ground of the Holy Spirit has expanded within us.

Growth of life is the decrease of the human element. The above three
points reveal that if in a believer the element of God is increased, the stature
of Christ is increased, and the ground of the Holy Spirit is expanded, his
life then has grown. All these points speak from God’s side. Now we shall
speak from our side. Firstly, the growth of life is the decrease of the human
element. The decrease of the human element is the decrease of Adam, the
old creation, in man, which also means the decrease of the savor of man and
the increase of the savor of God. Some brothers are very enthusiastic, while
some sisters are very gentle; in outward appearance they seem to have grown
in life, yet they are full of human element, human savor; they cannot cause
you to touch the element of God or sense the savor of God. Therefore, if we
wish to see whether a brother or sister has grown in life, we cannot simply
observe how they behave outwardly, how devout and zealous they are, or
how much knowledge, gift, or power they have. Rather, we must discern
whether there is the increase of the element of God within these things, or,
on the other hand, still an abundance of human element. The decrease of the
human element is the increase of the divine element. If a believer has really
grown in life, his speech, actions, living, or working must all impart the sense
that they are not according to himself but according to God; not of his own
intelligence but by the grace of God; therefore, they do not carry the savor of
man but more the savor of God, which also means that the human element
has decreased and the element of God has increased. Thus, the growth of life
is not only the increase of the element of God but also the decrease of the
element of man. (The Knowledge of Life, pp. 180-181)

Further Reading: The Knowledge of Life, ch. 12; Further Talks on the
Knowledge of Life, ch. 18
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WEEK 3 — DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

Psa. 36:9 "For with You is the fountain of life; in Your light we see light."

2 Cor. "Therefore we do not lose heart; but though our outer man is
decaying, yet our inner man is being renewed DAY by day. For our
momentary lightness of affliction works out for us, more and more
surpassingly, an eternal weight of glory."

The breaking of a believer’s natural life is also a proof of his growth in life.
The breaking of the natural life means that our own power, ability, view, and
method are all so dealt with by the Holy Spirit and the cross that they are
broken....A man whose natural life has been broken learns no longer to rely
on the power of his natural life or to live by his natural life, but he continually
depends on the power of the life of God and lives by the life of God. In this
way the life within him can grow. Thus, the growth of life is the breaking of
the natural life. (The Knowledge of Life, p. 182)

Today's Reading

The growth of life depends on the increase of God and Christ within us—
all other aspects should decrease. If we desire to grow in life, our gifts must
be stripped by God, and our shell of godliness and piety must be knocked
down and broken by God. Our knowledgeable mind, our gifts, and our
power must be shattered by God so that the Holy Spirit will have a way to be
released. The growth of life depends upon the increase of God, Christ, and
the Holy Spirit within us. Everything else must decrease.

Furthermore, the growth of life subdues every part of our soul. The more
our soul is subdued, the more life grows, and the more our soul decreases,
the more life increases. This is a certain fact. When we meet a saint, there
IS no need to measure what has been increased in him; rather, we should
observe what has been decreased in him and whether he has been poured out
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and broken. If there is a decrease of himself, then God, Christ, and the Holy
Spirit have surely gained ground in him and have increased in him. Only this
is the real growth of life. (Further Talks on the Knowledge of Life, p. 182)

Just to pick up many teachings and doctrines does not help. If you
accumulate many teachings and doctrines, you will spontaneously try to
apply them when you are in a certain situation without having a direct,
instant, and living contact with the Lord. Even if you pick up the most
spiritual teachings, they will simply make you a religious person, not a
person who is growing in life. Whatever our situations or circumstances, we
should not pick up teachings, doctrines, or lessons and try to apply them to
our situations. That is something religious; that is not the proper growth in
life. The proper growth in life comes only from the direct contact with the
Lord. It comes from His living enlightenment and from His instant pointing
out of things within our being. Then in His presence, we will respond: “Lord,
I love You! I love You! | do not apply any teaching to my situation. Lord, |
take You. | take You according to Your enlightenment. | take You according
to Your instant, present shining.” This kind of prayer will never make you
religious, but will cause you right away to grow in life. You will take a great
step in the growth in life.

We all have to go to the Lord. Only the life-giving Spirit through the
enlightenment from the heavens can deal with the diseases we have within
us. This is why we need such a perfecting meeting. Otherwise, week after
week we will hear so many messages just in a general way; what we need is
some particular diagnosis, some particular medication, and some particular
healing. Only the Lord Himself can give us this particular healing; | cannot.
So we all have to go to Him to have a direct contact with Him, purposely,
particularly for this one item. Then you will see that something within you
will be killed; something will be diminished; it will be gone. This is the
healing. Then the growth will be there and the function will come. (Perfecting
Training, pp. 14-15, 21)

Further Reading: The Experience of Christ as Life for the Building Up of
the Church, chs. 1-2
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WEEK 3 — DAY 4

Morning Nourishment
1 Cor. 6:17 "But he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit."
Matt. 5:8 "Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God."

In order for us to receive Christ so that we may experience, enjoy, and
participate in Him, we need to be poor in spirit and to exercise our spirit,
because our spirit is the organ created by God for us to contact and receive
Him (Matt. 5:3; Zech. 12:1; John 4:24). If after receiving the Lord we want
Him to grow in us, we need to take care of our heart. Thus, the Gospel of
Matthew is filled with verses that speak concerning the heart, beginning
from our need to have a pure heart, continuing through all the problems with
the heart, and concluding with a heart that loves the Lord (5:8; 6:21; 11:29;
12:34-35; 13:15, 19; 15:8, 17-20; 19:8; 22:37)....We need to see the condition
of our heart, and we need to deal with our heart so that the Lord will have a
way to increase within us. (CWWL, 1970, vol. 1, p. 415)

Today's Reading

Immediately after addressing the matter of the spirit in Matthew 5:3,
the Lord proceeded to speak concerning the human heart in verse 8, which
says, “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.” To be poor in
spirit causes us to be transferred into another realm, into the kingdom of the
heavens, but to be pure in heart causes us to see God. Our spirit is the very
spot into which Christ as the seed of life has been sown, whereas our heart is
the field in which Christ grows and spreads. This means that we need to give
Christ more room in our heart so that He can gradually possess every part of it.

The growth in life is the increase of Christ in us, and the way to grow in
life is to give Him the room to grow in our heart. It is certain that as believers
we have received Christ into our spirit, but how much has He spread into our
heart? We need to consider before the Lord how much ground we have given
Him in our thinking, our feeling, and our choosing.
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In the Epistles the seed of the growth in life sown in Matthew is
developed. In Ephesians 3:16 Paul prays that the Father would grant us
to be strengthened with power through His Spirit into the inner man. The
inner man is the same as the hidden man of the heart referred to in 1 Peter
3:4, which is our spirit. This spirit is an incorruptible adornment and is very
costly in the sight of God. Nothing in our being is as precious to God as our
spirit (Zech. 12:1). Christ as the seed of life has been sown into our spirit, and
He needs to grow in us by increasing and spreading in our heart.

Today we should not stop at receiving the Lord as the seed or at being
strengthened into our spirit. We should go further to give the Lord access to
every room and every corner in our heart. We should be subdued by Christ
in our thinking, feeling, and choosing so that He can settle down in our
heart. When Christ saturates every part of our inward being, He fills us with
Himself unto all the fullness of God (Eph. 3:19).

The Gospel of Matthew speaks more concerning the heart than it does
concerning the spirit. This confirms that the problems with the believers’
growth in life is not mainly with their spirit but with their heart. According to
Matthew 5:8, in order to see God, we need a pure heart. If we lack spiritual
revelation, light, and sight, this indicates that our heart is impure. In order
for us to see God, we need to be pure, single, in our heart. To be pure in heart
Is to be single in purpose, to have the single goal of accomplishing God’s will
for God’s glory (1 Cor. 10:31).

Matthew 6:21 says, “Where your treasure is, there will your heart be
also.” On the one hand, where our heart is depends on where our treasure
is; hence, we need to send our treasure to heaven so that our heart also can
be in heaven (v. 20). On the other hand, where our heart is depends on what
we treasure. If we treasure education, clothing, or money, our heart will be
where those things are. Likewise, if we treasure Christ, our heart will be set
on Christ. (CWWL, 1970, vol. 1, pp. 388-389, 393-394, 408-409)

Further Reading: CWW.L, 1970, vol. 1, pp. 367-390
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WEEK 3 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 15:8 "“This people honors Me with their lips, but their heart stays
far away from Me.”"

James 4:8 "Draw near to God, and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your
hands, sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-souled!"

Matthew 12:34-35 says, “Offspring of vipers, how can you, being evil,
speak good things? For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks.
The good man, out of his good treasure, brings forth good things, and the
evil man, out of his evil treasure, brings forth evil things.” These verses
reveal that a man’s speaking is the expression of what is in his heart. That
Is, the heart is the source, whereas the mouth is the expression. In order to
have a proper expression, we need to deal with the source. When our heart
is improper, it will be difficult to have a proper expression, but when we deal
with our heart, our mouth will be right. (CWWL, 1970, vol. 1, p. 409)

Today's Reading

Matthew 15:8 says, “This people honors Me with their lips, but their
heart stays far away from Me.” Here, as in 12:34-35, the Lord was pointing
out that what matters is not our mouth, our lips, but our heart. Our heart
is the source. Thus, what defiles a person is what issues out of his heart
(15:17-20).

Matthew 22:37 says, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your mind.” All these verses show how
crucial our heart is in our relationship with the Lord. In essence, if we have a
problem with our heart or if our heart is wrong, the Lord will have no way to
spread within us. In the parable of the sower in Matthew 13, the Lord made
it clear that the seed was unable to grow in the first three kinds of hearts
because they had no room for the seed to grow and spread. If Christ as the
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seed of life is to grow in our heart, we need to have a pure and unoccupied
heart, a heart in which every inch is given to Christ so that He can spread
within us. His spreading is the growth in life.

Some may ask why we have stressed the spirit in the past when the heart
Is so crucial. We stressed the matter of the human spirit and the exercise
of the spirit because Christianity has missed the mark of God’s purpose—
our regenerated spirit. It is only when we have a clear view of our spirit
as the source that we can begin to deal with the heart, the path. Because
we emphasized the spirit in the past, we are now able to speak without
hindrance concerning the heart. Although we have received help concerning
the exercise and release of our spirit, we should not stop there. We need
to go further to deal with our heart. Otherwise, we will have a flow from a
good source, but when it passes through the heart, there will be no proper
expression. Practically, although we have learned to exercise our spirit in the
meetings, we need to consider how much room Christ has in our daily living.
If we are honest with ourselves, we will admit that we have withheld room in
our heart from the Lord.

Some may say that we should not worry about the heart because the blood
of Christ cleanses us. However, we need to see that the blood only takes
care of our problems on the negative side; we need the growth in life on the
positive side. The unique way to grow in life is to deal with our heart so that
we can afford the Lord more room in it to grow. Although our spirit is pure,
what is expressed from our spirit depends on what is in our heart.

James 4:8 says, “Purify your hearts, you double-souled!” To purify our
heart is to make our heart single, having only one goal. Our eyes can focus
on only one object at a time. Likewise, our heart should have only one goal.
When we have more than one goal, our heart is impure, and we are double-
souled. In order for our heart to be single and pure, we need to have a unique
goal, God Himself. (CWWL, 1970, vol. 1, pp. 409-412)

Further Reading: CWW.L, 1970, vol. 1, pp. 391-413
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WEEK 3 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

Jer. 17:9 "The heart is deceitful above all things, and it is incurable; who
can know it?"

2 Cor. 4:6 "Because the God who said, Out of darkness light shall shine,
Is the One who shined in our hearts to illuminate the knowledge of the
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ."

The reason why many people seek God but are unable to see Him is that
they have many goals. According to Matthew 5:8, if we are pure in heart, we
will see God. Nevertheless, many Christian workers have the Lord as one goal
and their work as another goal, and other Christians, even the seeking ones,
have goals other than God. In a sense, we can say that being strong in spirit
Is easier than being pure in heart. Our heart is where the real battle takes
place. We may take the Lord as our goal on the surface, but we may secretly
seek position or a successful work. This kind of seeking will only cause our
vision to be blurred. We need to pray that the Lord will have mercy on us so
that we will care for nothing other than Him. (CWWL, 1970, vol. 1, p. 412)

Today's Reading

In order to purify our heart, we need grace. Furthermore, the more our
heart is purified, the more room Christ will have within us. To purify our
heart is not a once-and-for-all matter but a matter that we must take care
of day by day and moment by moment. Today we may be pure in heart, but
tomorrow we may have another goal in addition to the Lord. Anything that
competes with the Lord in our being, no matter how spiritual or scriptural
it may be, causes our heart to become impure. Thus, we need to receive the
Lord’s grace to deal with our heart continually. The more we deal with our
heart, the more purified it will be. We should not consider that as we deal
with our heart, at some point it will become absolutely pure. Our dealing
with our heart is according to the Lord’s shining, and His shining is gradual.
He progressively intensifies His shining as we deal with the items that He
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brings to light, so that each time our heart is more thoroughly examined and
purified. To some extent, I believe that this matter of the purification of our
heart will continue until we are raptured, because as fallen creatures we are
complicated and are often dishonest with ourselves and with the Lord.

Jeremiah 17:9 says, “The heart is deceitful above all things, / And it is
incurable; / Who can know it?” It is difficult to deal with the heart because
our heart is deceitful. First, our heart deceives us, then it deceives others,
and it even tries to deceive the Lord. Part of the deceitfulness of our heart
Is manifested in our self-pity and self-love. Because we love ourselves and
sympathize with ourselves so much, it is difficult for the Lord to spread
within us. Although the Lord may have been in our spirit for a long time,
because our heart is complicated, mixed, confused, and deceitful, He may
not have had the opportunity to spread from our spirit into our heart.

We need the Lord’s mercy so that we can be not only strong in our spirit
but also pure in our heart. The more our heart is purified, the more room the
Lord will have to spread into our heart. His spreading is the growth in life.
The genuine growth in life is not our growth but Christ’s growth in us. Such
a growth depends on our heart. This is clearly revealed in the parable of the
sower in Matthew 13. Today we need to deal with our heart so that Christ will
have a way to grow within us.

It is a fact that Christ as the life-giving Spirit has entered into our spirit.
He is presently waiting in our spirit for the opportunity to spread Himself
into our heart. This spreading is His growth in us, and His growth in us is our
genuine growth in life. Although we know that Christ will eventually make
His home in our heart, we need to see the corrupt condition of our heart so
that we can render the Lord the proper cooperation and allow Him to spread
into every avenue, corner, and part of our heart. (CWWL, 1970, vol. 1, pp.
412-413, 417-418)

Further Reading: CWW.L, 1970, vol. 1, pp. 415-437
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WEEK 3 Hymns #744

1 In dealings with the Lord as life
We need a proper heart,

That of His riches, in His grace,
We fully may take part.

2 We need a heart in all things pure,
With mind both sound and clear,
To understand His mind and heart
In trembling and in fear.

3 We need a fervent, loving heart,
A heart on fire with love,

With an emotion filled with zeal

For Him, all else above.

4 \We need a true, obedient heart,
With a submissive will,

A will made pliable, yet strong,
God’s purpose to fulfill.

5 We need a heart condemning not,
In all things right with God;

A heart which has a conscience purged
And covered with the blood.

6 Lord, grant us such a heart as this,
Forever fixed on Thee,

That of Thyself we may partake

And Thy true fulness be.
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