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Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (Spring 2013)
The Experience, Growth, And Ministry Of Life For The Body
Message Seven

Growing unto Maturity to Become the New Jerusalem
as the Ultimate Consummation of the Church

Scripture Reading: Heb. 11:10, 16; Matt. 16:18; Rev. 21:2-3, 9-11, 18-20;
Eph. 2:20-22; 1 Pet. 2:4-5; 1 Cor. 3:9-10, 12; John 14:1-12, 23

Outline
Day 1

. When God builds up the church, He is building up
the New Jerusalem; we need to grow unto maturity
to become the New Jerusalem as the ultimate
consummation of the church—Matt. 16:18; Heb. 6:1a;
11:10, 16; Rev. 21:2-3, 9-11, 18-20; Eph. 2:20-22; 1 Pet.
2:4-5;1Cor. 3:9-10, 12; John 14:1-12, 23:

A. The goal of the work of God is to gain the New Jerusalem; our
Lord is today’s David preparing us as transformed material for
God’s building; the difficulties in all of our environments strike us
to deal with us and to prepare us as living and precious stones for
God’s building—1 Pet. 2:4-5; 1 Cor. 3:12a; 1 Kings 6:7; cf. 1 Chron.
6:31-32.
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B.

Day 2

The New Jerusalem is the mingling of God, man, and heaven; the
New Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God implies
that the New Jerusalem is filled with the element of heaven and is
absolutely heavenly—Rev. 21:2-3, 22; Eph. 1:3; 2:6; Gen. 28:17:

1. While we are in the church, the house of God on earth, we can enter
the gate of heaven, and through Christ as the heavenly ladder we
can see and experience the things of heaven—vv. 12, 17.

2. At Bethel, the house of God, the habitation of God, which is the
gate of heaven, Christ is the ladder that joins earth to heaven
and brings heaven to earth—vv. 12-17; John 1:51.

3. Since today our spirit is the place of God’s habitation (Eph. 2:22),
it is now the gate of heaven, where Christ is the ladder that
joins us, the people on earth, to heaven and brings heaven to us.

4, Hence, whenever we turn to our spirit, we enter through the gate
of heaven and touch the throne of grace through Christ as the
heavenly ladder—Heb. 4:16.

C. According to the entire revelation of the New Testament, the unique

goal and ultimate issue of the Christian work should be the New
Jerusalem, as the ultimate consummation of the church and as the
ultimate goal of God’s eternal economy:

1. The degradation of the church is mainly due to the fact that
nearly all the Christian workers are distracted to take many
things other than the New Jerusalem as their goal.

2. Hence, under the degradation of the church, to be overcomers
answering the Lord’s call, we need to overcome not only the
negative things but even more the positive things, which replace
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the New Jerusalem as the eternal goal; whenever we touch the
eternal goal of God, the New Jerusalem, we need to be very
pure; we must not be careless—1 Cor. 3:12, 15-17.

3. An overcomer’s goal should be uniquely and ultimately the goal
of God’s eternal economy, that is, the New Jerusalem.

Day 3

1. We can see the conditions of a built-up church by seeing
the conditions of the New Jerusalem, the ultimate
consummation of the church:

A. A built-up church, like the New Jerusalem, has the presence of God—
Ezek. 48:35; Rev. 21:3; 22:3:

1. That God and the Lamb are the temple of the New Jerusalem means that
God and the Lamb Themselves become the center of the city; in other
words, God is with the city, and the city has the presence of God—21:22.

2. When we are built together with all the saints, we have God’s
presence, and whenever we are individualistic, we immediately
lose God’s presence.

3. We must hold on to this principle: God’s presence is the criterion
for every matter.

4., If we touch the presence of God in all things, we will see that
God will be there as the temple, and the building of God will be
with us; reasoning, arguing, and criticizing cause us to lose the
presence of God; God’s presence is altogether due to the oneness
and harmony among the saints.

5. God’s presence is the center of the New Jerusalem; therefore, in
the church we must have the presence of God; we must have
God as the temple.
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How Day 4

_ OEWEE  FEHNERE: B. A built-up church has the ruling of God:

| AgEwiEs  EREHRIETFAEE 1. If the church is built up, it will have the throne of God and of the
AWM E#E-——"1- Lamb, the ruling of God—22:1.

) BfEZEAE—(HEgPEFAIAERE 2. If we want to know whether the saints in a certain church
HEAK o Pt AT A A A E R are built up, we have to see whether the throne of God, the
BB HEERE - dominion of God, is among them.

= dEWESE  MESEGIRBMMHE: C. A built-up church has the flow and supply of life:

1 EH AR ESHEUS » TEE R AR —E 4 7K 1. In the New Jerusalem there is a river of water of life proceeding
o TR Rk 0 EET ER T out of the throne, and on both sides of the river there is the
BHE&SLRT—1 ~ 26 - tree of life, producing twelve fruits and yielding its fruit each

month—vv. 1-2,

) RSN g HEaKREE NVEZ 2. In a built-up church there is the water of life that quenches people’s
& (ENSEGHE > WAEEpEINRET - (# thirst and causes people to be watered, and there are the fruits of
HlEReI NFEEE - the tree of life that enable the hungry people to be satisfied.

M SEHiEE - B D. A built-up church has light:

I TSRS 2 AEVSRIEIEE - XA 1. In the New Jerusalem the God of glory is the light and the Lamb
FEE———23 ZZ"5 2= 11- is the lamp—21:23; 22:5; cf. Jer. 2:11.

) FEEERNEgY > WERABEREEEE 2. In a built-up church God in Christ expressed through the saints
ERHEE > BBt ER MR —(EESE is the light; when we go to the meeting of a built-up church, we
RKNAGHEES  EEEHZE LGN will feel enlightened— John 8:12; Matt. 5:14; Psa. 73:16-17.

12 KA 14> 5FE=16~ 17
#H A Day 5
T BEWEE BEMARMN - WHEZBIMmM E. A built-up church has the mingling of God and man and has passed
8. through death and resurrection:
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1. That there are three gates on each of the four sides of the New
Jerusalem, three times four being twelve, implies that the
Triune God is mingled with man, the creature (the number four
signifies the creatures)—Rev. 4:6.

2. That the twelve gates of the holy city are twelve pearls signifies
that regeneration through the death-overcoming and life-
secreting resurrected Christ is the entrance into the city—21:21.

3. Anyone who enters into the city through the gate has to be the
product of three times four—the issue of the mingling of God

and man—and a new creation in Christ through death and
resurrection—2 Cor. 5:17; Gal. 6:15.

4. This shows that we cannot bring anything natural, anything
of the earth, into the church; the pearl gate shuts out all the
naturalness of man.

5. Whenever we bring in something natural, something of human
effort, something “ingenious,” something resulting from human
schemes and methods, or something that has not passed
through the cross, then we have not come to our end, and God
cannot provide us with a way out—cf. 2 Cor. 4:7-8.

6. In the building up of the church everything must pass through
the cross, must be in Christ, and must be the mingling of God
and man; this is the entrance into the New Jerusalem, the
entrance into the church; only that which corresponds with the
nature of this entrance can be brought into the building of God.

7. Only a vision can rescue us; we have to learn to bring all our
natural thoughts, discernment, schemes, abilities, and strength
to the cross to be dealt with; after all these items have been
broken, have passed through death and resurrection, and have
become pearls, then they can be brought into the building of God.
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F. A built-up church is full of God’s divine nature:

1. There is only one street in the New Jerusalem, and it is pure
gold, signifying God’s divine nature—Rev. 21:21b.

2. That the river of water of life proceeds “in the middle of its
street” signifies that the divine life flows in the divine nature as
the unique way for the daily life of God’s redeemed people—22:1;
2 Pet. 1:4; John 14:6.

3. Whenever we completely deny ourselves and live in the nature of
God, our service will not only issue in the building of the church but
also lead people to the way of God when they come into our midst.

Day 6
G. A built-up church has the expression of God:

1. Revelation 21 says that the wall of the city is jasper, the first
foundation is jasper, and the light of the city is also like jasper
stone (vv. 18-19, 11); furthermore, the One sitting on the throne
has the appearance of a jasper stone (4:3); thus, the appearance
of the city is the appearance of God.

2. The New Jerusalem is the enlargement and full expression of
God in man; if the church has been truly built up, it will also
have the full expression of God.

H. A built-up church is constituted with the transforming Spirit and
with people who are in the process of being transformed:

1. The wall of the city is built with precious stones (21:19-20); precious
stones are not created but are produced by the transforming of the
things created, after having passed through years of constitution
through much pressure; pressure, burning, and constitution are
necessary for the transformation into precious stones.
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2. In the church life the transforming of Christ’s lover is carried out
by the transforming Spirit as the consummation of the processed
Triune God (2 Cor. 3:18) with the coordination of the lover’s
companions, the gifted members of the Body of Christ, who do
the work of perfecting the saints (Eph. 4:11-12; S. S. 1:10-11).

I. A built-up church must have a boundary, “a great and high wall”—
Rev. 21:12:

1. The wall is for separation and protection; the New Jerusalem
will be absolutely separated unto God and will fully protect the
interests of God.

2. The more God builds Himself into us and constitutes us with
Himself, the more we are separated unto God and protected
from everything of the evil one; if the saints have been built
together in the church life, it will be easy to distinguish what
belongs to God from what belongs to man, what is heavenly
from what is earthly, and what is of the new creation from what
is of the old creation.

3. All believers need such a great and high wall for their separation
and protection—v. 17.

J. May the Lord have mercy on us that the churches everywhere may
manifest all these conditions of being built up!
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WEEK 7 — DAY 1
Morning Nourishment

Heb. 11:10 "For he eagerly waited for the city which has the foundations,
whose Architect and Builder is God."

1 Pet. 2:4-5 "Coming to Him, a living stone, rejected by men but with God
chosen and precious, you yourselves also, as living stones, are being
built up as a spiritual house into a holy priesthood to offer up spiritual
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ."

May the Lord grant those of us who serve together a deep feeling that He
needs a strong recovery,...a recovery of the building up....Our work is not
merely for the edification of the saints in general; rather, it is to build up a
Body, a spiritual house....The gifted ones are for the building up of the Body
of Christ [Eph. 4:11-12].

In Matthew 16:18 the Lord said, “I will build My church.” Ephesians
2:22 says that in Christ the Jews and Gentiles are “being built together into
a dwelling place of God in spirit.” First Peter 2:5 says that we, “as living
stones, are being built up as a spiritual house.” First Corinthians 3:10 says
that Paul, as a wise master builder, laid a foundation and that we should take
heed how we build upon it. We should build with gold, silver, and precious
stones (v. 12). Chapter 14 emphasizes earnestly desiring spiritual gifts for
the sake of building up (vv. 1, 3-5, 12). This means that all the gifts should be
for the building up of the church. (The Administration of the Church and the
Ministry of the Word, p. 9)

Today's Reading

Hebrews 11:10 says that Abraham “eagerly waited for the city which
has the foundations, whose Architect and Builder is God.” The city with
the foundations is the coming New Jerusalem. The New Jerusalem is the
tabernacle of God with men (Rev. 21:3). In other words, the New Jerusalem is
God’s dwelling place. This does not mean that God has two different buildings
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in this age. He does not have the church on earth as one building and the holy
city, the New Jerusalem, in the heavens as another city. God is not temporarily
dwelling in the church today only to discard the church and move to the New
Jerusalem in the future. The church and the New Jerusalem are one.

When God builds up the church, He is building up the New Jerusalem. These
are two aspects of the same work. The church is the temple of God, the house
of God, but in the New Jerusalem we will not see a temple (v. 22), because the
temple will be enlarged into a city. The building of the temple is not one work,
and the building of the city, another work. The coming New Jerusalem is the
consummation of the church. The temple is enlarged to be a city.

In this age God’s only work is building....Although God is building up
the church on earth, this building is in the heavenly realm. Although God is
building up the church in time, this building is eternal. The New Jerusalem
is heavenly; it is full of the heavenly nature and the heavenly flavor.

The ultimate goal of God’s work in this age is the building of a dwelling
place for Himself. In its initial stage it is a house, and in its mature stage it
will be a city, which is the tabernacle of God with men. In the Old Testament
the tabernacle of God is the temple of God. In the New Testament the
church is the tabernacle of God and the temple of God. The New Jerusalem
will be the tabernacle of God with men. There will be no temple in the New
Jerusalem because everything will have reached maturity. The city is a
tabernacle as well as an enlarged temple.

Since Paul had a clear vision concerning the building, he said, “As a wise
master builder | have laid a foundation, and another builds upon it. But
let each man take heed how he builds upon it” (1 Cor. 3:10). We need to be
careful concerning the way we build, the materials we build with, and the
outcome of our building....Saving sinners and edifying the saints are related
to the central goal of building God’s house. If we pay attention to this central
work, our preaching the gospel to save sinners will be more effective, and our
edification of the saints will not cause problems. (The Administration of the
Church and the Ministry of the Word, pp. 9-11)

Further Reading: The Administration of the Church and the Ministry of
the Word, ch. 1
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WEEK 7 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

Rev. 21:2 "And I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband."

Gen. 28:17 "And he was afraid and said, How awesome is this place! This
Is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven."

The New Jerusalem is a mingling of God and man, something of God
mingled with man. Revelation tells us that the New Jerusalem comes down
out of heaven from God. This implies that the New Jerusalem is filled with
the element of heaven and is absolutely heavenly. On the other hand, the
New Jerusalem is God abiding among man. It is a corporate man. Therefore,
the New Jerusalem is something of heaven, God, and also man. This is the
revelation in the Bible....The ultimate issue of the work of God in every age
is to gain something mystical, that is, something of God, man, and heaven
mingled together.

When the new heaven and new earth with the New Jerusalem comes
down out of heaven to the earth, this union of God, heaven, and man will be
on the earth....Heaven, God, and man will be mingled into one as the New
Jerusalem. (The Way for a Christian to Mature in Life, p. 51)

Today's Reading

[Bethel] was a place on earth, but it was joined to heaven; hence, Jacob
called it the gate of heaven. While we are in the church, the house of God, on
earth, we can enter the gate of heaven, and through Christ as the heavenly
ladder we can see and experience the things of heaven. (Gen. 28:17, footnote 1)

Undoubtedly, the throne mentioned in Hebrews 4:12 is the throne of God,
which is in heaven (Rev. 4:2). The throne of God is the throne of authority
toward all the universe (Dan. 7:9; Rev. 5:1). But toward us, the believers, it
becomes the throne of grace, signified by the expiation cover (the mercy seat)
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within the Holy of Holies (Exo. 25:17, 21)....How can we come to the throne
of God and the Lamb, Christ, in heaven while we still live on earth? The
secret is our spirit, referred to in Hebrews 4:12. The very Christ who is sitting
on the throne in heaven (Rom. 8:34) is also now in us (Rom. 8:10), that is,
in our spirit (2 Tim. 4:22), where the habitation of God is (Eph. 2:22). At
Bethel, the house of God, the habitation of God, which is the gate of heaven,
Christ is the ladder that joins earth to heaven and brings heaven to earth (Gen.
28:12-17; John 1:51). Since today our spirit is the place of God’s habitation, it
is now the gate of heaven, where Christ is the ladder that joins us, the people
on earth, to heaven, and brings heaven to us. Hence, whenever we turn to
our spirit, we enter through the gate of heaven and touch the throne of grace
in heaven through Christ as the heavenly ladder. (Heb. 4:16, footnote 1)

According to the entire revelation of the New Testament, the unique goal
of the Christian work should be the New Jerusalem, which is the ultimate
goal of God’s eternal economy....Today among Christians in general, nearly
no one has a proper goal. They pursue being spiritual, being holy, preaching
the gospel to win souls, and establishing seminaries to teach theology and
the Bible, yet hardly anyone can say that they are doing these things with the
goal of consummating the New Jerusalem.

The degradation of the church is mainly due to the fact that nearly all
Christian workers have been distracted to take many things other than the
New Jerusalem as their goal. Hence, under the degradation of the church,
to be overcomers answering the Lord’s call, we need to overcome not only
the negative things but even more the positive things which replace the New
Jerusalem as the goal....To be overcomers we should take the goal of God’s
eternal economy, the New Jerusalem, as our unique and ultimate goal. (How
to Be a Co-worker and an Elder and How to Fulfill Their Obligations, pp. 49,
51-52)

Further Reading: The Way for a Christian to Mature in Life, ch. 4; How to
Be a Co-worker and an Elder and How to Fulfill Their Obligations, ch. 3
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WEEK 7 — DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

Rev. 21:22 "And | saw no temple in it, for the Lord God the Almighty and
the Lamb are its temple."”

22:3-4 "...And the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and His
slaves will serve Him; and they will see His face, and His name will be
on their foreheads."

If a church has been built up, that church surely will have these four conditions:
first, it will have God as the temple—God’s presence; second, it will have God’s
throne—God’s ruling; third, it will have the flow and supply of God’s life; and
fourth, it will have God’s light. If we have these conditions, this proves that we have
been built up because only in the building can we have all these blessings of God.

First, a built up church has God’s presence. Revelation 21:22 says that
there is no temple in the New Jerusalem, for God and the Lamb are its
temple. We know that during the Old Testament times the temple was
the center of Jerusalem. Therefore, that God and the Lamb are the temple
means that God and the Lamb themselves become the center of the city. In
other words, God is with the city, and the city has the presence of God. (The
Building Work of God, pp. 95-96, 88)

Today's Reading

Where there is building, there is the presence of God. God’s presence
follows His building. Does not our experience also tell us that whenever we are
built together with all the saints, we have God’s presence, and whenever we
are individualistic, we immediately lose the sense of God’s presence?...Three
persons [may have three opinions about] when to have a gospel meeting....The
time of the meeting should be decided altogether according to God'’s presence.
If there is the presence of God, then any time is proper, regardless of whether
it is in the morning, in the afternoon, or in the evening. But if there is not the
presence of God, then no time is suitable.
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Therefore, we must hold on to this principle: God’s presence is the
criterion for every matter. Regardless of what we do, we must pay attention to
whether or not we have God’s presence. Do we have God'’s presence while we
are expressing our opinions? Do we have God’s presence while we are saying
certain things or taking a certain attitude? Is God’s presence in our suggestion
or proposal? If we touch the presence of God in all things, we will see that
God will be there as the temple, and the building of God will be with us. When
we argue with each other, we all may be for the Lord, and our insisting may
be quite justifiable. However, due to our arguing we do not have God as the
temple—the presence of God. Instead, we have torn down the city.

The brothers and sisters who criticize are the first ones to lose the presence
of God, regardless of whether they are right or wrong in their criticism or
judgment. They do not have God’s presence, and they do not have God as
the temple. Among these ones there is no building....We must see that in the
church reasoning does not matter. What matters is the presence of God.

The Spirit does not care about how right you are. He cares only about your
attitude, your intention, and your condition....In the church,...the louder a
person argues, the greater his loss is. The more we reason, the more we lose
God’s presence. Please remember that the temple in the New Jerusalem
is God Himself. God’s presence is the center of the city. Therefore, in the
church we must have the presence of God; we must have God as the temple.
Then we will be built up to have the condition of the New Jerusalem.

The manifestation of God is altogether due to the presence of God, and
God'’s presence is altogether due to the oneness and harmony among the
saints. This oneness and harmony are the building. If among the brothers
and sisters there is friction, opinion, disharmony, and discord, then when
you go into their midst, you will sense darkness instead of light. Their
messages might be very good, and their prayers might be very loud, but you
cannot sense any light there. This is because there is no building of God
among them. (The Building Work of God, pp. 88-91, 95)

Further Reading: The Building Work of God, ch. 7
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WEEK 7 — DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

Rev. 22:1-2 "And he showed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal,
proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb in the middle of
its street. And on this side and on that side of the river was the tree of
life, producing twelve fruits, yielding its fruit each month..."

[First], if the church is built up, [it will have God'’s presence, and second],
it will have the throne of God, the ruling of God. In the New Jerusalem there
Is the throne of God. This throne is not only a matter of God’s presence but
also a matter of God'’s ruling....Because the throne of God is established,
God can exercise His authority. If we want to know whether a certain church
Is being built up, we need to see whether there is God’s throne and God’s
dominion among them.

Sometimes when you go to a certain place...you can sense that among
them there is not the throne of God but the throne of man. When you
attend their service meeting, you notice they speak as if they are sitting on
a throne....Before one finishes speaking, another one speaks over him....In
many places you cannot see any building. On the contrary, everywhere you see
human skills and organization....If we also depend on these ways of facilitating
communication and winning people over, then the building of God no longer
will be among us. The church cannot depend on these ways; the church has to
be built up in God....To determine whether or not a church has been built up,
we should not look at whether they have communication and warmth among
them; instead, we should see whether or not they have God’s presence and
God'’s throne among them. (The Building Work of God, pp. 91-93)

Today's Reading

Third, a builded church has the flow and supply of life. The Scriptures
show us that there is a river of water of life proceeding out of the throne, and
on both sides of the river there is the tree of life, producing twelve fruits,
and yielding its fruits each month (Rev. 22:1-2). This indicates that in God’s
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presence and God’s reigning there is the flow of life. Here there is the water
of life which quenches people’s thirst and causes people to be watered. Here
there are also the fruits of the tree of life which enable the hungry people to
be satisfied. Everyone who comes here can obtain the supply he needs.

A church which has truly been built up surely has this kind of condition.
In a built up church you will touch the flow as well as the moving of God’s
life. Whoever goes there will receive the supply.

If a church has experienced the building and there is harmony among
the saints, then surely that place will have the flow of the water of life as
well as the supply of the food of life. When people go into the midst of these
believers, they may not hear a good message, but surely they will touch the
living water and food, and they will also sense God’s presence and God’s
ruling. They will be watered, they will be satisfied, and they will have rest.

Fourth, a builded church has light. In the New Jerusalem there is light
(Rev. 21:23)....This light is God Himself. God is the light while Christ is the
lamp. God shines forth His glory in Christ, and this glory is the light of the
city. That the city has no need of the sun or of the moon means that in this
building there is no need of natural light. The God who is manifested in
their midst in Christ is the light. Or we may say that God in Christ expressed
through them is the light. Therefore, when you go into the midst of a group
of people like this, you feel that it is bright there.

Very often when you are in the midst of a builded church, you also will
sense that there is light and that it is bright there. You may have some
private problems that you do not know how to deal with although you have
prayed, read the Scriptures, and sought the will of God. But when you go to
a meeting of a built up church and sit among them, you will feel enlightened.
Sometimes just...by the atmosphere of their meeting, you become clear
and enlightened. This is because there is light there, and the glory of God is
expressed. This kind of situation tells us that that church has been built up.
(The Building Work of God, pp. 93-95)

Further Reading: The Building Work of God, ch. 7
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WEEK 7 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

Rev. 21:12-13 "It had a great and high wall and had twelve gates, and at the
gates twelve angels, and names inscribed, which are the names of the
twelve tribes of the sons of Israel: on the east three gates, and on the north
three gates, and on the south three gates, and on the west three gates."

The New Jerusalem has gates (Rev. 21:12-13), and anyone who wants
to enter the city and participate in the building of God has to pass through
these gates....This city has a total of twelve gates. There are gates on all four
sides....This implies that it is very convenient for people to enter into the city;
there is no difficulty at all....Notice that in the New Jerusalem the number
twelve appears frequently....In this case the number twelve is derived from
multiplying four (four sides—east, north, south, and west) by three (three
gates on each side). The number three denotes the Triune God, the God
who came in resurrection to be man’s life. The Triune God came to have a
relationship with man and to be man’s life through incarnation, death, and
resurrection....By passing through these three steps the Triune God came
to be man’s life. All these things are implied in the number three. In the
Scriptures the number four denotes the creatures [cf. 4:6]....Therefore, three
times four implies the mingling of God with man. The complete mingling of
God and man becomes twelve. Twelve is the number of eternal completion,
the number of the completion of God’s building. Anything built up by God
should be the issue of the mingling of God with man. The number that we
use to signify this is twelve. (The Building Work of God, pp. 98-99)

Today's Reading

That the gates of the city are pearls indicates that whoever does not
correspond with the nature of the pearl cannot enter into the city to
participate in it. Anyone who enters into the city through the gate has to be
the product of three times four—the issue of the mingling of God with man,
and a new creation in Christ through death and resurrection. You cannot
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bring anything natural, anything of the earth, into this building. Every
grain of sand must be changed by entering into the oyster’s wound. Every
earthy person must pass through death and resurrection through the cross
of Christ. All natural beings and all natural elements must become a new
creation—pearl—through the dealing of the cross. Only then can they enter
through the gates.

Something natural, something of human effort, something “ingenious,”
something resulting from human schemes and methods, or something which
has not passed through the cross,...[is] sand and not pearls since [it has] not
passed through death. Hence, you should never bring [something natural] into
the building of God. If you do, you will damage God'’s building....In the church,
in God’s building, there cannot be sand or dust; there can only be pearls. In the
building up of the church everything must pass through the cross, must be in
Christ, and must be the mingling of God and man....Only that which corresponds
with the nature of this entrance can be brought into the building of God.

The New Jerusalem also has a street (Rev. 21:21b)....The Bible tells us
that the city is pure gold (v. 18), and that the street is pure gold (v. 21b). (The
Building Work of God, pp. 100, 103-104)

Gold symbolizes the divine nature. That the river of water of life proceeds
“in the middle of its street” signifies that the divine life flows in the divine
nature as the unique way for the daily life of God’s redeemed people....The
divine life and the divine nature as the holy way always go together. Thus,
God'’s river of water of life is available along this divine way, and we enjoy the
river by walking in this way of life. (Rev. 22:1, footnote 6)

The building is the street. The work you and I are doing is this street. The
church you and I are building is this street. Whenever we completely deny
ourselves and live in the nature of God, our service will not only issue in
the building of the church but also lead people to the way of God when they
come into our midst. (The Building Work of God, p. 108)

Further Reading: The Building Work of God, ch. 8
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WEEK 7 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

Rev. 21:18-19 "And the building work of its wall was jasper; and the city was
pure gold, like clear glass. The foundations of the wall of the city were
adorned with every precious stone: the first foundation was jasper..."

11 "Having the glory of God. Her light was like a most precious stone, like
a jasper stone, as clear as crystal."”

Let us look at the wall of the New Jerusalem....The wall of the city is jasper
(Rev. 21:18) and...the light of the city is also like jasper stone (v. 11). Do we
see this? The expression of the city is exactly the same as the expression of
God! Just as the God who is on the throne is like jasper [4:2-3], so also the
city is like jasper.

The New Jerusalem is the enlargement and full expression of God in
man. In principle, this enlargement, this full manifestation, is the same as
God Himself. God’s appearance is like jasper, and the appearance of the
city is also like jasper. The two are exactly alike without any difference.
Eventually, the first picture in Revelation 4 is included in the second picture
in Revelation 21. When the city in Revelation 21 comes into being, the throne
in Revelation 4 is included in the city. Therefore, this city is the expression of
God Himself. (The Building Work of God, pp. 115-116)

Today's Reading

The New Jerusalem is a city of foundations (Heb. 11:10). These are the
twelve apostles of the Lamb (Rev. 21:14), each of whom is signified by a
precious stone....When Simon was brought to the Lord, the Lord changed
his name to Peter, meaning a stone (John 1:42). Later, the Lord called him
by that name when He spoke concerning the building of His church (Matt.
16:18). Precious stones are not created but are produced by the transforming
of things created. All the apostles were created as clay, but they were
regenerated and were transformed into precious stones for God’s eternal
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building. Every believer needs to be thus regenerated and transformed that
he may be a part of the New Jerusalem. (Rev. 21:19, footnote 1)

The New Jerusalem has a “great and high wall” (Rev. 21:12a). The wall
is for separation and protection. The New Jerusalem as the holy city will be
absolutely separated unto God and will fully protect the interests of God. (The
Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 2721)

The wall not only is like God and expresses God, [but] it is also a boundary.
Everything inside this wall is the New Jerusalem, and everything outside this
wall is not the New Jerusalem. In other words, everything inside this wall is
God'’s building, and everything outside this wall is not God’s building.

The church has a boundary. This boundary of the church comes as a result
of the children of God being constituted....If in the church a great number of
the saints have been built together, there will be a high wall, and there will be
a clear boundary between the church and the world. In the church it will be
easy to distinguish what belongs to God from what belongs to man, what is
heavenly from what is earthly, and what is of the new creation from what is
of the old creation. Moreover, these things are not distinguished by teaching
but by building....If you want God to have the building in the church, you
need to see that there is a boundary here, and this boundary comes out of
God’s mingling and constituting. If God is mingled with us and constituted
into us, immediately we will have a boundary for separation.

To summarize, the gates of the New Jerusalem are pearls, the street and
the city proper are pure gold, the wall is jasper, and the foundations are
twelve kinds of precious stones....Because God is doing a work of pressure,
a work of purification by fire, and a work of constituting within you, the wall
of precious stones will be manifested in you. If all of us have been worked on
by God, then we will be built together to become the building of God....May
the Lord have mercy on us so that the churches everywhere may manifest
all these conditions of being built up! (The Building Work of God, pp. 119-
120, 124)

Further Reading: The Building Work of God, ch. 9

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (Spring 2013) - Message 7 Morning Revival - Page 12



F A
3+ 2
— [,
32

FREERVEEH — e OB

7777 (H972)

1 4]3:
o By R,
4\3 2 1

N & WS i BL 2%,
A ] B £ 4= v,
A LA BT,
i 5 Ry i JE A
e BRI T 2R,
Lmﬁ%%ﬁm
18 T A BE Y 3,
SR A T 3 5,
R 765 =1 B T R,
38 EHER L,
ﬁﬂ%miﬁﬁ

i B AR A R,

i AE 5B AR,
PO 2 5 e

e A S, AAEi,
ANHJRE T 52,

ulL r T

11| 4
i 2 E AN B — YLt 3 &S KR &

HE HRBAE
i L L i B —
}\*EC*EE%TEBFH;
el i 2 BEth ' 2R,
38 & & P AT 9K
56 T K 2 i O L
S8 s i, A B AHFE;
W i A BT
E 58 SOHE 1Y 3
i H BE i A Ay i
Efﬂﬁ’ﬁlﬁ i s
HLE R EERYL.
75 it A 3 2k IR s
it BE 2 O MR S

B 1% JE Fr 2 5kl &
i 2% 3 % 08 A

WEEK 7 Hymns #972

1 Lo, the central thought of God
Is that He be one with man;

He to man is everything

That He might fulfill His plan.

2 Earthen vessel man was made—
Body, soul, and spirit too,

God as life that he may take

And with Him have oneness true.
3 By the flow of life divine,

Man becomes a precious stone
Fit for building God’s abode,
That His glory might be known.
4 'Tis the city God hath built,

'Tis the dwelling God requires,
'Tis the new Jerusalem

Which fulfills His heart’s desires.
5'Tis the building of the saints,
'Tis the blend of God and man,
Purposed by the Father’s will
Long before the world began.

6 In its center, as its pow'r,

Is the throne of Christ and God,
Whence doth flow the stream of life
As the Spirit’s living flood.

7 Christ, the tree of life, is there
In the flowing of the stream,
Yielding fruit of life divine

As the food of life supreme.

8 God in Christ, the glorious light,
Thru the city brightly shines,
Scattering all the deathly night
With its light of life divine.

9 God in man and man in God
Mutual dwelling thus possess;
God the content is to man,

And the man doth God express.
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