_O—=FEERERBEHR LI

AEABRIBZAMNEE, RKERS
% N\
P A é’h%kéai [Eﬁé\%%‘%"i
BB _17 B T_-1 XSH16 L MEN
1230013 ~ 16 i
4H) 3
i@ _—

7z H g%\&ﬁ’ﬂﬁ% A0y £ E —
+ =1

— %%hﬂ%ﬁﬂ%#ﬁﬂ’ﬂ%%‘  BER B C—1]

ZEEHNEE  ARtAVEY  EET
Wl ERHMABRE—R/\8 TN 13 &
— P_TI 15 L

| AERENE  BYEECDUESN - (£

)\é‘.—éﬁé 1F Fofatsl > AVE i Z 284t
A= 13 FF— 15 ke

2 EENEET  HITTRERHE T%lﬂjl’@f%
B FERMBEEC > FENASE—
T 1 %2

2 BMEEEROEETEELY  RIHe
FEM TR - i A B —
fr—HE=1 L -

"—O—=FEFRERABEFRTIIM - EFE8REMAAE-FE1H

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (Spring 2013)
The Experience, Growth, And Ministry Of Life For The Body
Message Eight

Living a Sacrificing Life in the Body
and Ministering Life to the Body for the Growth of the Body

Scripture Reading: Phil. 2:17; Rom. 12:1; 1 John 5:16a; 2 Cor. 4:12;
Eph. 4:13-16; Col. 2:19

Outline
Day 1

I. In the Body we need to live a sacrificing life—Rom. 12:1:

A. The vine typifies the sacrificing Christ, the Christ who sacrificed
everything of Himself, and out of His sacrifice He produced new
wine to cheer God and man—Deut. 8:8; Judg. 9:13; Psa. 104:15a:

1. Christ is the wine-producer, sacrificing Himself to produce wine
to cheer God and others; as the vine, Christ produces happiness
for God and happiness for others— Judg. 9:13; Psa. 104:15a.

2. Under the Lord’s sovereignty, we may be put into situations

where we need to sacrifice ourselves to make others happy—
Rom. 12:1; Eph. 5:2:

a. If in the midst of such a situation we contact the Lord, we will
experience Him as the wine-producing vine, as the One who
gives cheer to God and to others—Phil. 3:1a.
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b. The issue of experiencing Christ as the vine is that in Him,
with Him, and through Him we become a vine that produces
something to cheer God and man— Judg. 9:13.

3. If we contact the Christ typified by the vine and experience His
sacrificing life, He will energize us to live a life of sacrifice,
producing wine to make others and the Lord happy—Rom. 12:1;
Eph. 5:2; 2 Cor. 1:24:

a. In ourselves we are not able to live a life of sacrifice, for our
life is a natural life, a selfish life; if we contact the Lord and
experience His sacrificing life, He will energize and strengthen
us to sacrifice for God and for others—Matt. 16:25; John 1:29;
20:22; 1 Cor. 15:45b; 6:17; Phil. 4:13; Rom. 12:1; Eph. 5:2.

b. The more we experience Christ as the vine with His sacrificing
life, the more we will be energized to sacrifice ourselves to make
God and others happy; we will bring happiness to those who
contact us, and we will bring cheer to God—2 Cor. 1:24; 5:13a.

Day 2

B. By experiencing Christ as the wine-producing vine and by being filled
with Him as the new wine, we may become a drink offering in Him
and with Him to cheer God and man—Gen. 35:14; Exo. 29:40-41,
Phil. 2:17; 2 Tim. 4:6:

1. The drink offering typifies not only Christ Himself but also the
Christ who saturates us with Himself as new wine until He and

we become one to be poured out for God’s satisfaction and for
God’s building—Matt. 9:17; 2 Tim. 4:6; Gen. 35:14.

2. The drink offering is our experience of being made one with
Christ to such an extent that He becomes us and that we
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become the same as He is in His sacrificing life—Phil. 2:17; 2
Tim. 4:6. 1 John 5:16a; Rom. 8:2, 6, 10-11; Eph. 4:16:

Day 3

II. As we live a sacrificing life in the Body, we minister life
to the Body—1 John 5:16a; Rom. 8:2, 6, 10-11; Eph. 4:16:

A. Everything we have is in the Body, through the Body, and for the
Body; thus, our living should be in the Body, through the Body, and
for the Body—v. 16.

B. The Body is built up by the mutual supply of the members; God
conveys life to the Body through every member—v. 16.

C. One can supply the Body only with what he has received of Christ;
the measure of our ministry is determined by the measure of Christ
in us—vv. 15-16:

1. The only thing that is useful in the Body is the Christ who has
been wrought into us, and only this can render the supply of life
to others—3:16-17.

2. What we minister to the Body is Christ, and what the Body

receives is Christ, because Christ is all and in all in the Body—
Col. 3:4, 10-11, 15-16.

Day 4

3. What we receive from Christ the Head, the Body spontaneously
receives, for what is ours is the Body’s, and there is no need to
struggle to pass it on— John 1:16; Eph. 3:2; 2 Cor. 12:9; 1 Cor.
15:10.
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D. Where there is the cross, there is the ministry of life; the way to be
used to minister life to the Body is to let the cross operate in us in the
normal course of our life with the Lord—2 Cor. 4:10-12:

1. It is an abiding principle of the Body that “death operates in us,
but life in you™—v. 12.

2. Anything that God takes us through by way of the cross
spontaneously brings an increase of life in the Body; what we go

through in secret with the Lord is sufficient to minister life to
the Body—Matt. 6:16-18; Col. 3:3-4.

3. The Body is ministered to by a communication of life, and life is
communicated to the Body as death operates in us—2 Cor. 4:12.
E. It is by inward reality that we minister life to the Body of Christ; the
Holy Spirit will witness only to what is true and real— John 16:13; 1
John 5:6.

F. Through the ministry of life, we serve the Body and contribute to the
growth of the Body; when the life we receive from the Lord flows into
the Body, the measure of the stature of the Body increases—Eph. 4:13-14.

Day 5
ITI. We need to minister life to the Body for the growth of
the Body—Col. 2:19; Eph. 4:15-16:

A. God’s intention is to use the members of the Body of Christ as
channels for Christ’s life to flow into the Body and to increase the
measure of the Body through them—2 Cor. 4:12; Eph. 4:16.

B. The growth of the Body depends on what comes out of Christ as the
Head—vv. 15-16:
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1. When the Body is supplied by holding the Head, the Body grows
with the growth of God—Col. 2:19.

2. The Body grows out from the Head, for all the supply comes from
the Head—Eph. 4:15-16.

C. The growth of the Body depends on the growth of God, the addition of
God, the increase of God, within us—Col. 2:19:
1. God gives the growth by giving Himself to us in a subjective way.

2. The more God is added into us, the more growth He gives to us;
this is the way God gives the growth—1 Cor. 3:6-7.

3. Only God can give growth; only God can give us Himself, and
without Him we cannot have growth—vv. 6-7:

a. The addition of God into us is the growth He gives.

b. For God to give us growth actually means that He gives us
Himself— Rom. 8:11.

Day 6
D. The growth of the Body is the building up of the Body—Eph. 4:16; Col. 2:19:

1. Ephesians 4:11-16 occupies a special place in the New Testament
because it shows the mystery concerning the building up of the
Body of Christ.

2. The growth of the Body of Christ is the increase of Christ in the
church, which results in the building up of the Body by the Body
itself—v. 16; 3:17a:

a. When Christ enters into the saints and lives within them, the
Christ within the saints becomes the church—Col. 3:10-11.

b. The Body of Christ grows by the growth of Christ within us and
is built up this way—1:18; 2:19.
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WEEK 8 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

Judg. 9:13 "But the vine said to them, Shall I leave my new wine, which
cheers God and men, and go to wave over the trees?"

Rom. 12:1 "I exhort you therefore, brothers, through the compassions of
God to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, well pleasing to God,
which is your reasonable service."

What does the vine represent? In Judges 9:13 the vine said, “Shall |
leave my new wine, which cheers God and men?” In one sense it depicts the
sacrificing Christ, the Christ who has sacrificed everything of Himself. But
this is not the main point. The main significance is that out of His sacrifice
He produced something to cheer God and man—new wine. (The All-inclusive
Christ, p. 58)

Today's Reading

Have you had such an experience of Christ? | believe most of us have had
some experience of this kind, but probably we have not paid much attention
to it. Sometimes under the Lord’s sovereignty we are put into a certain
situation in which we must sacrifice ourselves to make others happy and the
Lord happy. When in this situation we come to contact the Lord, it is then
that we experience Him as the wine-producing vine; we experience Christ as
the One who gives cheer to God and cheer to others. Out of this experience
we become the vine; we become the producer of something which cheers
both man and God. | know you have had this kind of experience. There are
different aspects of Christ to meet every need in every situation. Christ is so
rich. He is not only the grain of wheat and the loaf of barley, but He is also
all the trees, and the [vine tree] is one which produces happiness for God
and happiness for others. If all the brothers and sisters are happy with you,
I am sure that to a greater or lesser degree you are experiencing Christ in
this aspect; you are experiencing Christ as a wine producer. Christ as the
sacrificing lamb lives in you, energizing you to sacrifice yourself for others to
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bring them cheer.

Several years ago when | was in Taipei, Formosa, a good number of
brothers and sisters came and stayed with us to receive some spiritual
help. One sister among them was always murmuring, always complaining.
When she took a bath, the water was not hot enough; when she ate a meal,
the food was too cold. All day long it was “Why this?” and “Why that?” She
gave all those who were living with her a headache. No one was happy with
her because she simply had not learned to sacrifice herself. She had never
learned how to apply the sacrificing Christ to her situation. She herself was
not a happy person, and she did not make anyone else happy. She was short
of wine. She had no experience of Christ as the wine producer, sacrificing
Himself to produce wine for others and for God.

If you experience Christ in this aspect, you yourself will have much wine to
drink, and you will be drunken. Then you will be mad with Christ. You should
be a person who is drunken and mad with Christ. You should be able to say, “I
am so happy, Lord, I am so happy. I don’t know what selfishness means; that
is a foreign language to me. day by day | am drinking the wine of Christ.”

The most happy person is the most unselfish one. The most selfish
people are always the most miserable. They are always crying, “Have pity
on me; treat me a little better!” They are just like beggars, begging all the
time. The sacrificing one is the happy one. How can we sacrifice? We have
no energy to sacrifice, for our life is a natural life, a selfish life. Only the life
of Christ is a life of sacrifice. If you contact this Christ and experience His
sacrificing life, He will energize you, He will strengthen you to sacrifice for
God and for others. Then you will be the most happy person; you will be
drunken with happiness. This is the experience of Christ as the vine tree.
By this experience you will become a vine to others. All those who contact
you will be happy with you, and you will bring cheer to God. (The All-
inclusive Christ, pp. 58-59)

Further Reading: Life-study of Philippians, msg. 50; The All-inclusive
Christ, ch. 5
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WEEK 8 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

Gen. 35:14 "And Jacob set up a pillar in the place where He had spoken with him,
a pillar of stone; and he poured out a drink offering on it and poured oil on it."

Phil. 2:17 "But even if I am being poured out as a drink offering upon the
sacrifice and service of your faith, I rejoice, and I rejoice together with
you all."

[In Philippians 2:17] Paul regarded the faith constituted of the believers’
experience of Christ as the basic offering upon which he could pour out
himself as a drink offering. God in heaven must have been very happy with
this situation....On the side of the believers, there was faith; on the side of the
apostle, there was the drink offering. What a marvelous scene! No wonder
Paul could say that he rejoiced with them all! Paul rejoiced to have his blood
shed as a drink offering upon the sacrifice of the believers’ faith. He not
only rejoiced, but he rejoiced together with all the saints. To rejoice together
with others is to share joy with them. The apostle shared his joy with the
Philippians in his martyrdom over their faith. This implies a congratulation
to them. | believe that the Triune God was also rejoicing with Paul at such a
happy, joyful scene. (Life-study of Philippians, p. 118)

Today's Reading

A drink offering can only be produced out of our experience with the Lord.
In order to become a drink offering, we need to be filled with the Lord and
saturated with Him. Only in this way can we have the spiritual constitution
which makes us a drink offering. What a tremendous matter that sinners
such as we can be constituted into heavenly wine for God’s satisfaction!

As a result of their experience of Christ and enjoyment of Christ, the believers
have a constitution which Paul terms faith. In the eyes of God, this faith is so
excellent, beautiful, and marvelous that He considers it a sacrifice offered to
Him. Paul, after experiencing the Lord for so many years, especially during his
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imprisonment, became a constitution of heavenly wine that could cheer God and
make Him happy. The sacrifice of the believers’ faith was satisfying to God, and
the drink offering was cheering to Him. Thus, the drink offering is a cheering
offering presented in addition to a satisfying sacrifice. The sacrifices were very
satisfying to God. In the Old Testament, the one who offered the drink offering
presented something which, in type, came not from the flock or the herd, but
out of himself and his experience. In the New Testament we see that through his
personal enjoyment of Christ and experience of Him, Paul became cheering wine
poured out before the Lord. His experience of Christ constituted him into wine to
make God happy. (Life-study of Philippians, pp. 118-119)

The drink offering was...offered mainly with the burnt offering, the peace
offering, and the meal offering (Exo. 29:40-41; Lev. 23:9-13, 15-18; Num.
15:1-10; 28:1-14; 29:12-38). The drink offering is a type of Christ pouring
Himself out for God’s pleasure and satisfaction. (Truth Lessons—Level
Three, vol. 2, p. 14)

The drink offering was in addition to the basic offerings revealed in
Leviticus 1—6....The basic offerings are types of various aspects of Christ.
The drink offering is a type of Christ as enjoyed by the offerer. Christ as the
heavenly wine fills the offerer and even causes him to become wine to God.
The apostle Paul became such a drink offering (2 Tim. 4:6) by enjoying
Christ in this way, so that he could be poured out as a sacrifice to God upon
the believers’ faith through the shedding of his blood. (Phil. 2:17, footnote 1)

Genesis 35:14 is the first mentioning of the drink offering in the Bible....Its
being mentioned here in connection with the pillar at Bethel indicates that
the drink offering is for God’s building. The fact that Jacob poured a drink
offering upon the pillar before pouring oil upon it signifies that the pouring
out of the drink offering brings in the outpouring of the Spirit (Acts 2:33) for
the sanctifying of God’s house (Exo. 40:9). (Gen. 35:14, footnote 2)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msg. 69; Life-study of Philippians,
msg. 14
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WEEK 8 — DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 4:15-16 "But holding to truth in love, we may grow up into Him
in all things, who is the Head, Christ, out from whom all the Body,
being joined together and being knit together through every joint
of the rich supply and through the operation in the measure of each
one part, causes the growth of the Body unto the building up of
itself in love."

Everything we have is in the Body, through the Body, and for the Body.
In 1925 [a brother] was invited to America. He met a sister there who had
learned many lessons through her illnesses and who had subsequently
rendered much help to many people. She had a ministry of life and was a
person who supplied others with life. The lessons she learned were learned
in the Body, through the Body, and for the Body. This is the kind of person
God is looking for today. Our living should be in the Body, through the Body,
and for the Body; this should be our standard. (CWWN, vol. 44, p. 848)

Today's Reading

All the members of the Body of Christ mutually affect one another. If one
member suffers, all the other members spontaneously suffer. Sometimes we
feel strong because strength from other members has been transmitted to us.
Every member can affect the other members. This is why we should not live
by ourselves but hold the Head and seek fellowship. God conveys life to the
Body through every member.

The Body of Christ is built up by the mutual supply of the members. In
addition to seeing that we are members, we have to see that every member
has a ministry. Every member in the Body has a special function, and
that function is its ministry. The verb form of the word ministry means
“to serve.” The ministry of a member is the special portion that a member
receives from Christ. With this special portion he supplies the Body, and
this is the service of the members. The Body is Christ, so our ministry is
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simply Christ. Everyone who belongs to the Lord has a special portion
which he has received from Christ, and each portion has its characteristic
feature. This feature becomes the special characteristic of his service.
Ministerial service to others is based on the Christ one has within him.
One does not serve others with the doctrine that he understands; he can
only supply the Body with what he has received of Christ. The measure of
our ministry is determined by the measure of Christ in us. Our ministry is
based on these two factors: the Christ we have gained and the aspects of
Christ that we have gained which are different from what other members
have gained. If we only knew Christ in the same general way, what would
there be for us to minister to one another? What would we have that would
enable us to build up the Body?

A Christian needs a ministry that is particularly his, not just a general
ministry. We must gain something of Christ that others have not gained. It is
this particular gain that enables us to make up that which is lacking in other
members. Ministry involves a special knowledge of Christ; it is not a general
knowledge of Him....The eyes see, the ears hear, and the nose smells. Every
organ has its special function. In other words, every organ has its special portion.
Other organs may temporarily do what another member does, but they are not
dedicated to that particular function....If you have acquired something special
and have some special knowledge of the Lord, you can supply the Body with it. If
you have a special knowledge of the Lord, this special knowledge will constitute
your specific ministry. Only specific ministries can serve the Body and cause the
Body to grow. This is why every member has to continually seek and gain from
the Lord what the Body does not have and convey it to the Body. When every
member fulfills its ministry, there will be growth in the Body of Christ.

We do not impart our gifts to the church; we impart Christ. Our gifts are
merely the means by which we impart Him. What we minister to the Body is
Christ, and what the Body receives is Christ, because Christ is all and in all in
the Body. (CWWN, vol. 44, pp. 847, 843-845)

Further Reading: CWWN, vol. 44, pp. 843-848; Truth Messages, ch. 4
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WEEK 8 — DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

2 Cor. 4:10-12 "Always bearing about in the body the putting to death of
Jesus that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body. For we
who are alive are always being delivered unto death for Jesus’ sake that
the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh. So then
death operates in us, but life in you."

Where there is no Cross there is no life, and no ministry of life. The object
of suffering is that there may be a full and abundant ministry. Theory is no
substitute for this. Poverty of ministry results from the choice of an easy
road. Those who have an easy time all too often have little to give. They do
not understand men’s needs. Of course | don’t mean we are to invite trouble,
or by austerity to ill-treat our bodies. The Spirit Himself takes responsibility
for our experience, leading us in paths where we encounter, in body, heart,
or spirit, that measure of “the dying of Jesus” that will mean enrichment to
our ministry. Itis our part only to follow. (CWWN, vol. 40, p. 125)

Today's Reading

You ask me how you can be used to minister life to the Body. Not
by setting out deliberately to do a lot, nor indeed by running away into
retirement and doing nothing, but simply by letting the Cross operate in
the normal course of your walk with the Lord. Those who only serve by
words and works find they have no ministry if at any time they are reduced
to inactivity or silence. But the measure of your ministry is not determined
by the measure of your activity. Only let “the slaying of Jesus” work in you,
and life must manifest itself in others. It cannot be otherwise, for it is an
abiding principle of the Body that “death worketh in us, but life in you.” So
you need make no special effort to bring increase to the Body in this way,
for anything God takes you through by way of the Cross will spontaneously
bring increase there.

Nor need you talk a lot, for it is not necessary to testify to your death
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experience in order for it to become vital to others. Provided you are
willing for death, others will know life. Reality communicates itself; it is not
dependent upon human communications. We “despise not prophesyings,”
but we affirm nevertheless that ministry in the Body is not only a question
of preaching or testifying. What we go through in secret with the Lord is
guite sufficient to minister life to His members. If we suffer for the Lord’s
sake, that suffering will bring increase to others, without our making known
the story of our suffering. Talking about it is not only superfluous; in some
circumstances it is an abomination.

The Body of Christ is ministered to, not first of all by preaching and
working, but by inward reality. The Holy Spirit is concerned with what is real
and true, and will never witness to what is not real. What you communicate
by words is what you are already bringing of Christ to the Church, for as we
have said, the Body is ministered to by a communication of life. And life is
communicated to others, quite simply and spontaneously, as death operates
in us. So the question is not, How much are you doing or saying? but, How
much are you going through under the hand of God?

Ministry on any basis other than the oneness of the Body is unreal.
Until you have seen that fact, you constantly wonder how you can function;
but when you see it, you know that as soon as you yourself have received
something, the Body has received it. What is yours is the Body’s, and there is
no need to struggle to pass it on. Do you want to build up the church? Then
let it be built up in you. What you receive from the Head, the Church, His
Body, spontaneously receives; and what you have not received, it can never
receive through you. The question of ministry is settled when the question of
receiving is settled; and the question of receiving is settled by “the dying of
Jesus.” (CWWN, vol. 40, pp. 125-127)

When the life we receive from the Lord flows into the Body, the measure
of the stature of the Body increases. God increases the measure of the stature
of the Body through the members. (CWWN, vol. 44, pp. 845)

Further Reading: CWWN, vol. 40, pp. 110-130; Life-study of 2
Corinthians, msgs. 30-35
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WEEK 8 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

Col. 2:19 "...Holding the Head, out from whom all the Body, being richly
supplied and knit together by means of the joints and sinews, grows
with the growth of God."

1 Cor. 3:6-7 "I planted, Apollos watered, but God caused the growth. So
then neither is he who plants anything nor he who waters, but God who
causes the growth."

God’s intention is to have special members fulfill special ministries,
using them as channels for the Lord’s life to flow into the Body and to
increase the measure of the Body through them....Every member should
learn and know something specific before the Lord so that each one can
have a specific ministry. Without a ministry, it is useless to talk about
gifts. Many people stress gifts, as though gifts constitute our ministry. But
our ministry is Christ; our gifts are only the means by which we minister.
(CWWN, vol. 44, p. 845)

Today's Reading

For the Body to hold the Head means that the Body does not allow itself
to be separated from the Head. If we truly hold Christ as the Head, we shall
not be separated from Him by anything. We shall remain in Him without any
insulation between us and Him.

The growth of the Body depends on what comes out of Christ as the Head.
If we do not receive the supply that comes from Christ as the Head, the Body
cannot grow. But when the Body is supplied by holding the Head, the Body
grows with the growth of God. The Body grows out from the Head, for all the
supply comes from the Head. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 2267)

Now we must go on to ask in what way God gives the growth. He gives the
growth by getting into us. The more God is added to us, the more growth He
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gives. As we have seen, without the increase of God within us, there cannot
be any growth. The growth of the Body depends on the growth of God, the
addition of God, the increase of God, within us. Therefore, God gives the
growth by giving Himself to us in a very subjective way.

Since God gives growth in this way, we need to take time to absorb Him. A
well-known hymn exhorts us to “take time to be holy.” Actually, our need is
to take time to absorb God. As we daily take time to eat food, we should daily
take time to absorb the Lord, take time to assimilate the riches of Christ. Our
contact with the Lord should not be rushed. If we are in a hurry, we shall not
be able to absorb much of His riches. We need to allow adequate time for
prayer. This will enable us to absorb more of the riches of our God.

As we have pointed out, God is not simply a term or an object of worship.
He is real, rich, and substantial, and we need to absorb Him. Our God
today is the processed, all-inclusive Spirit, and we have a spirit with which
to absorb Him. Thus, we must exercise our spirit to stay in His presence to
absorb Him. This takes time. Although we all have experienced absorbing the
riches of God, our experience is not yet adequate. For this reason, we must
spend more time to absorb Him. Do not spend so much time in your mind,
emotion, and will, but spend more time in your spirit to adore the Lord,
to praise Him, to offer thanks to Him, and to speak to Him freely. As you
fellowship with Him in this way, you will absorb His riches, and He will add
more of Himself into you. The more God is added into us, the more growth
He gives to us. This is the way God gives the growth.

Only God can give growth. In my ministry the most | can do is to plant
or water. | cannot give growth to anyone, for I cannot give God. Only God
can give you Himself. Without Him, we cannot have growth. God Himself
Is our food, and we need to seek Him at His dining table, where we need
to take time to eat Him slowly. Then more of Him will be added into us.
This addition of God into us is the growth He gives. For God to give us
growth actually means that He gives us Himself. (Life-study of Colossians,
pp. 456-457)

Further Reading: Life-study of Colossians, msgs. 44, 49, 51-52
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WEEK 8 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

Col. 3:10-11 "And have put on the new man, which is being renewed
unto full knowledge according to the image of Him who created
him, where there cannot be Greek and Jew, circumcision and
uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free man, but Christ is
alland in all.”

The church is the Body of Christ, and the growth of the Body is the
building up of the Body. In simple terms, the growth is the building. The
growth of the church is the building up of the church. While you are growing,
you are being built up. If you would not grow, but would stay in the old way,
this would be a tearing down for the church. In a church, as long as some
of the brothers and sisters would grow, the church in that locality would be
built up. Hence, growth is the key to building. When we all grow, the growth
becomes the building up of the church. (The Riches and Fullness of Christ
and the Advanced Recovery of the Lord Today, p. 37)

Today's Reading

Ephesians 4:12-16 occupies a special place in the New Testament because it
shows us the mystery concerning the building up of the Body of Christ. Without
these few verses, we would not know how to build up the Body of Christ. First,
we must say that to build up the Body of Christ is not to build up a congregation.
A congregation is an organization, but the Body of Christ is an organism. An
organism is altogether a matter of life, whereas an organization has no life.
For example, a table is framed together from pieces of wood. It is just an
organization; it does not have any life within. A robot may do all kinds of things,
but it is still an organization; it has no life....Christ is the Head, and the church is
His Body. Since the Head is an organism, the Body must also be an organism. (The
Economy of God and the Building up of the Body of Christ, p. 65)

Our growth in life is to grow into the Head, Christ, but our function in
the Body is to function out from Him. Firstly, we grow up into the Head.
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Then we have something which is out from the Head. Verse 16 indicates
that growth is not for individuals, but for the Body. Any growth that is
not for the Body is not genuine. The words “each one part” refer to every
member of the Body. Every member of the Body of Christ has its own
measure, and this measure works for the growth of the Body. The Body
causes the growth of itself through the supplying joints and working parts.
Both the joints of the supply and every single part with its measure are
needed for the church to build itself up. The growth of the Body is the
increase of Christ in the church. This results in the Body building itself up.
(Life-study of Ephesians, p. 386)

When we say that the church is organic, we do not mean that it is
an organism composed of our natural life. Rather, it is an organism
composed of the life in our spirit, which is Christ Himself. The
resurrected Christ is the life-giving Spirit. This Spirit enters into us
who have received Him. Hence, within us we have the same life and the
same spirit. In this one life we become organic, being joined together
as one. The problem now is that we have two lives within us. One is the
original natural life; the other is the Lord Jesus as our life. Which life
are we living by? If we live by our natural life, we are not the church.
If we live according to Christ and live Christ, we are the church. The
church is Christ Himself in all of us. When Christ is in Himself, He is
just Christ. When He enters into the saints and lives with the saints, the
Christ within the saints becomes the church. The reality of the church is
Christ living in us. The key to the building up of the Body of Christ is to
live Christ. If we live our natural life, the Body of Christ will not be built
up. For this reason we must deny and reject our natural life and must
put the natural life aside. In this way, Christ will have the proper place
within us and will be able to increase day by day. This is the building
up of the Body of Christ. The Body of Christ grows by the growth of
Christ within us and is built up this way. (The Economy of God and the
Building Up of the Body of Christ, pp. 66-67)

Further Reading: Life-study of Ephesians, msgs. 45, 76, 89-90
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WEEK 8 Hymns #912

1 Christ to minister is service

Both to God and others too,

Christ, the surplus, e’er supplying,
Off’ring Him as service true.

Christ to minister is service

Both to God and others too,

Christ, the surplus, e’er supplying,
Off’ring Him as service true.

2 As the Israelites did offer

From the surplus of their land,
Thus some produce reaped of Jesus
Must be in our serving hand.

3 We on Christ, as land, must labor,
Harvest Him for all our fare;
Tasting Him to overflowing,

Christ with others we may share.

4 Holding Christ, as members growing,
Each his function must observe;
Christ receiving, Christ partaking,
To His Body Christ we serve.

5 Fellowship and testimony,
Ministry and worship too,

In all helps and ministrations

Christ is all our service true.






	Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (Spring 2013)
	General Subject: The Experience, Growth, And Ministry Of Life For The Body
	Message Titles
	Message One
	Outline
	Day 1
	Day 2
	Day 3

	Day 4
	Day 5
	Day 6


	Morning Nourishment
	DAY 1
	DAY 2
	DAY 3
	DAY 4
	DAY 5
	DAY 6
	DAY 6

	Hymns

	Message Two
	Outline
	Day 1
	Day 2
	Day 3
	Day 4
	Day 5

	Day 6


	Morning Nourishment
	DAY 1
	DAY 2
	DAY 3
	DAY 4
	DAY 5
	DAY 6

	Hymns

	Message Three
	Outline
	Day 1
	Day 2
	Day 3
	Day 4
	Day 5
	Day 6


	Morning Nourishment
	DAY 1
	DAY 2
	DAY 3
	DAY 4
	DAY 5
	DAY 6

	Hymns

	Message Four
	Outline
	Day 1
	Day 2
	Day 3
	Day 4
	Day 5
	Day 6

	Morning Nourishment
	DAY 1
	DAY 2
	DAY 3
	DAY 4
	DAY 5
	DAY 6

	Hymns

	Message Five
	Outline
	Day 1 & Day 2
	Day 3
	Day 4
	Day 5
	Day 6

	Morning Nourishment
	DAY 1
	DAY 2
	DAY 3
	DAY 4
	DAY 5
	DAY 6

	Hymns

	Message Six
	Outline
	Day 1
	Day 2
	Day 3
	Day 4
	Day 5
	Day 6

	Morning Nourishment
	DAY 1
	DAY 2
	DAY 3
	DAY 4
	DAY 5
	DAY 6

	Hymns

	Message Seven
	Outline
	Day 1
	Day 2
	Day 3
	Day 4
	Day 5
	Day 6

	Morning Nourishment
	DAY 1
	DAY 2
	DAY 3
	DAY 4
	DAY 5
	DAY 6

	Hymns

	Message Eight
	Outline
	Day 1
	Day 2
	Day 3
	Day 4
	Day 5
	Day 6

	Morning Nourishment
	DAY 1
	DAY 2
	DAY 3
	DAY 4
	DAY 5
	DAY 6

	Hymns




