_O—=FEERERBEHR LI

AR ARARZ L NEE, RAARF
% —
LA A Gty SRR

BRI NE—2~79
4 El
i@ _—
EEVIEE SO L E R ES EE S L0
— RENREFAECERRIBENEEG2E

EEEXEBEERIRN ; tmﬁfﬁﬂﬂﬂ“?”ﬁ =4
mAGTR BRI EN—E _— "1
T HNEBE_E-MRNELEHER @EE

MNRBEAEEN—E - AT HEHN—E :

| TE=FRR T GE4 TSR B
Mt B Rl B XERE > BRELE
£ H BB BN A R T )
g R R tEE IR > fR
Mt e DR A T IR AR
SR BL R T AR E B TR 5

a ST EA—HEE TSR = — ey
A R R R Z TR YA

“O—=FEFRERAEFRTHIMR - FE1RMAE-EF1H

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (Spring 2013)

The Experience, Growth, And Ministry Of Life For The Body

Message One

Living in the Fellowship of the Divine Life

Scripture Reading: 1 John 1:2-7,9

Outline
Day 1

I. We need to enter into the vertical and horizontal aspects
of the fellowship of the divine life:

A. The fellowship is the flow of the eternal life within all the believers,
who have received and possess the divine life; it is illustrated by the
flow of the river of water of life in the New Jerusalem—Rev. 22:1.

B. First John 1:2-3 and 6-7 reveal that the fellowship of the divine life
has both a vertical aspect and a horizontal aspect:

1. First John 1:2-3 says, “(And the life was manifested, and we have
seen and testify and report to you the eternal life, which was
with the Father and was manifested to us); that which we have
seen and heard we report also to you that you also may have
fellowship with us, and indeed our fellowship is with the Father
and with His Son Jesus Christ”:

a. The vertical aspect of fellowship refers to our fellowship with
the Triune God; the horizontal aspect of fellowship refers to our
fellowship with one another.

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (Spring 2013) - Message 1 Outline - Page 1



b (EEMEENEREEEER  HEEFEN

= BMTRE

1

61—
ERAEREEEN—EETEN
—HEZ R :
AR AR A IERERY AR - R & L[]
TEEREMI AT © Ry - (REBE (E
EHERNIZH MR BLiREEEE TS

Bk A A ELE IS » (st aS AR e
AT —IE]

ﬁéﬁ:ﬁ: TSR ME A E » Al
HREET > BEsaGE ) MTEHET 4 B
%@Lﬁﬁm ]

TR 0 TEBRFSEELTT > AEHEY
o BRI EACH g 1B S IR —H] o

A RS fHEE YA 38 ) e — A A i —
00

HFERNEERNEEKEE ﬁﬁ%mﬁ
HELSN » FE=—FHLLIL > TEHEEHY A
=M Bt+= 14 HET—9  BE— 1o
BMEE FHTRERY > HENEEHENAER
i EMHEERASIEN R e > TR
> EERHERRERN  EATERAED
FER RSy TR MB BT EE > Ik
BNEIAFE -

_
B =
=

"O—=FEFRERABEFRTIIMR - FE1REMAE-E2H

b. The initial experience of the apostles was vertical, but when the
apostles reported the eternal life to others, they experienced the
horizontal aspect of the divine fellowship.

2. Verse 6 says, “If we say that we have fellowship with Him and
yet walk in the darkness, we lie and are not practicing the
truth”; this is the vertical aspect of fellowship.

3. Verse 7 says, “But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we
have fellowship with one another”; this is the horizontal aspect
of fellowship.

Day 2

C. We need to see the relationship between the vertical and horizontal
aspects of the divine fellowship:

1. If you do not have the proper fellowship with the Lord, it is difficult
to have fellowship with your fellow believers; in the same way, if
you do not have the proper fellowship with your fellow believers, it
is difficult to have fellowship with the Lord; the reason for this is
that the divine fellowship is one fellowship—Acts 2:42.

2. When we are not in this fellowship in a practical way, we are out
of the Spirit, out of the Triune God, and out of the divine life—
cf. 2 Cor. 13:14; 1 Cor. 1:9; Phil. 2:1.

3. We should try to have fellowship with our fellow believers as
much as possible; this divine fellowship not only corrects us; it
also molds us and even reconstitutes us; this fellowship brings
the divine constituent into our spiritual being, causing a change
in our being.

Day 3
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4 AmtisiA B EE—ILEEEA - 1EE AR 4. Fellowship also indicates a putting away of private interests and

HMEEIE—1& » WHERRIA » KBt - JEEH a joining with others for a certain common purpose; hence, to
EERVATHEE > U P EAFE AR %S - B live in the divine fellowship is to put aside our private interests
MEEFI=—1» BESRENES —1E and join with the apostles and the Triune God for the carrying
42 X5 — 3 MREI—9° =612 out of God’s purpose—Acts 2:42; 1 John 1:3; 1 Cor. 1:9; 3:6, 12.

M #MENRENREEEEESRELTENER D. The divine fellowship is the reality of living in the Body of Christ:

1 FEGAMBK (BZ20) NEHR > J52E 1. The reason that the Lord has not yet come back (Rev. 22:20) is
fERE AT > @S AR - WA that the believers are individualistic, independent, opinionated,
S4HY - and divided.

) FEETEMEENSCRE RG] - BRI S RER 2. By being restricted in the divine fellowship, the Body of Christ
FIRTE—ZE  BEA TEEETA is kept in oneness, and the work of the ministry continues to go
A E— VIR ERE AR — 96U 11 ~ 12 » 245 on; the thing that makes everything alive is fellowship—Eph.
a9 e 4:11-12; cf. Ezek. 47:9.

A EGHRE REEGNE  BEESNYE  E. The fellowship of life, the inner flow of life, results in joy and in the
MZHEAEWNERE  FENENETH—NE inner shining, the inner ruling, of the light of life—1 John 1:4-5; John
—4~5.89—4.-\12 . 2H&EH 13- 1:4; 8:12; ¢f. 2 Cor. 5:13.

Hoow Day 4
AARMEEEE_FEANAZZA@GHE& :  11. We need to enter into the two aspects of the divine

fellowship by the two spirits:
— BEEREHENE BEE . EAMHEZ  A. We need to enter into the vertical aspect of the divine fellowship by

BAEEN—E—T=14 - 12&[ 22: the divine Spirit, the Holy Spirit—13:14; 2 Tim. 4:22:

1 MEARGF S KRB EE N ZH 1. The Spirit Himself is the fellowship because the fellowship is
i EEUFEEER - R ENAS - ER the flow, the current, of the Spirit; this is like saying that the
BLemEnHE o current of electricity is just the electricity itself; the current of

electricity is electricity in motion.
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2 [FRER > Mg+ == TUERER TR 2. In the same way, the fellowship of the Holy Spirit mentioned in

g PR NEET ) B R HE (M 2 Corinthians 13:14 is the Spirit in motion; the grace of Christ
FrEXEEEC > MIVEZRMATERIRY is Christ Himself enjoyed by us, the love of God is God Himself
HEC » MBS A e ER CAEH( tasted by us, and the fellowship of the Spirit is the Spirit
EHET - Himself moving within us.

_HMEEREANE  EAMEREFMEAM  B. Weneed to enter into the horizontal aspect of the divine fellowship by

—E—B_— 1 B—10: the human spirit—Phil. 2:1; Rev. 1:10:

1 FRMEEZEREEE LR HE e 1. If we are going to have real fellowship horizontally with one
BREE—FEAI 7 o another, we need to exercise our spirit—1 Tim. 4:7.

2 WG ERAE > e~ aEny =8 2. If we exercise our spirit, we will never talk in a worldly manner,
s AEHBIERE S AEY > ARG speak negatively about the saints or the churches, or gossip
IR N R BE R B R B PPk ER - Feff about others’ mistakes and failures; when we exercise our spirit,
S ER s > HERMNEZE R the nature of our conversation will change because our spirit is
Y —FR{R 7S 6 © holy—2 Cor. 6:6.

= FTENREEFEENRBRBE—FE ; 81  C. The horizontal fellowship is interwoven with the vertical fellowship;

RN B 2EENRE this interwoven fellowship is the real fellowship:

I PMFEEREE ML B AR - 5 1. When we fellowship with one another in a genuine way by
el T ERHEETEVHE exercising our spirit, we are eager to pray and contact the Lord,
SRS 2 [ BRI EET] this shows how close the relationship is between the vertical

and horizontal aspects of fellowship.

2 BRFEAEERE - ACH - P AR £ 5 2. Our horizontal fellowship with the saints brings us into vertical
BV § A% - HMEL T ERYACOE fellowship with the Lord; then our vertical fellowship with the
SAEFA B B R AV AT R - Lord brings us into horizontal fellowship with the saints.

B A Day 5
M HENREEEEFEFN—1]: D. The divine fellowship is everything in the Christian life:
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1. Just as the current of electricity is the electricity itself, the
fellowship of the divine life, the flow of the divine life, is the
divine life itself.

2. Our Christian life is a life of the fellowship of the divine life.

3. The apostles wanted to have fellowship with the believers—
this is horizontal fellowship; then the apostles stated that their
fellowship was with the Triune God—this is vertical fellowship.

4, We should be vertically fellowshipping with the Lord and, at the
same time, be horizontally fellowshipping with one another.

5. Eventually, in this divine fellowship God is interwoven with us;
this interweaving is the mingling of God with man.

6. We must realize that when fellowship disappears, God also
disappears; God comes as the fellowship.

[11. Our fellowship is deepened through the cross:

A. In the whole universe there is only one thing that takes away all the

obstacles between God and us—the cross.
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B. Verse 6 of hymn #737 in Hymns says, “Fellowship is deepened / Thru
the cross of death; / Fellowship is lifted / By the Spirit’s breath”;
without the Spirit and the cross, we cannot have real fellowship.

C. The first line of Hymns, #279 says, “First the blood, and then the
ointment”:

1. The blood is a strong sign of the cross, and the ointment is a type
of the all-inclusive, compound Spirit.

Day 6
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2. These two elements are mentioned in Leviticus 14:6-10 and
14-18; in this portion of the Word, we are told that a leper,
signifying an unclean sinner, is to be cleansed first by the blood;
upon the base of the blood, then the oil, the ointment, is applied:

a. The blood and the ointment are applied to the lobe of the leper’s
right ear, to the thumb of his right hand, and to the big toe of
his right foot; the ear signifies our listening to the word of God,
the hand signifies our doing the things of God, and the foot
signifies our taking the ways of God.

b. Spiritually speaking, leprosy is composed of the wrong hearing,
the wrong working, and the wrong walking; because we are
lepers, we need first to be cleansed by Christ’s redeeming blood,
and then upon the blood we need the anointing oil.

c. Consummately, our cleansing is by the divine fellowship of the
Spirit based upon the cleansing blood of Christ.
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D. The divine fellowship is the dispensing of the Triune God into us,
the tripartite men, making us and God one; the Greek word for
fellowship means “joint participation,” and this joint participation
issues in oneness:

1. Actually, fellowship is just oneness; when God is fellowshipping
with us, and when we are fellowshipping with God, that makes
God and us one.

2. In the whole universe there is a big oneness, and this big oneness
is the divine fellowship.

3. The Lord desires to make us all one as the Father, the Son, and
the Spirit are one; in John 17 the Lord prayed, “That they may
be one, even as We are one” (v. 22b); the church’s oneness is a
part of the divine oneness of the Divine Trinity (v. 21a).
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4. Eventually, the church and the Divine Trinity are one in
fellowship—14:21, 23.

E. We must experience the cross in order to be thoroughly in the divine

fellowship:

1. Because there is an obstacle within us toward another brother,
our fellowship with him is not that thorough; we may avoid
contact with certain saints because of the obstacles within us to
the divine fellowship.

2. Our fellowship is not thorough, and obstacles remain within us
because we do not have the cross in our experience—Gal. 2:20a.

3. Hymns, #631 says, “If no death, no life”; this means, “If no cross,
no Christ”; furthermore, “If no Christ, no Spirit; and if no Spirit,
no fellowship.”

4. In Matthew 16:24 the Lord said, “If anyone wants to come after
Me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me”;
the Lord used the words his cross, indicating that there is a
particular portion of the cross for each one of us in order to cross
each one of us out.

5. Actually, to bear the cross is to deny the self, to put the self to
death, to apply the cross of Christ to the self all the time.

6. In order for us to have the horizontal fellowship, we need to
deny ourselves; to deny ourselves means to be senseless about
ourselves; then we can never be offended.

7. We need the experience of the cross to deepen our experience of
the divine fellowship—cf. 1 John 1:9.

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (Spring 2013) - Message 1 Outline - Page 7
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WEEK 1— DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

1 John 1:3 :That which we have seen and heard we report also to you that
you also may have fellowship with us, and indeed our fellowship is with
the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ.:

6-7 "If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the
darkness, we lie and are not practicing the truth; but if we walk in the
light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another..."

The fellowship of the divine life revealed in the New Testament is abstract,
mysterious, and very difficult to define. The Greek word rendered fellowship
in 1 John 1:3 is koinonia, which means joint participation or common
participation. According to this verse, the divine fellowship is not only with
the Father but also with the Son. In 2 Corinthians 13:14 this divine fellowship
is called “the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,” in Acts 2:42 it is “the fellowship
of the apostles,” and in Philippians 2:1 it is the “fellowship of spirit.” From
these portions of the Word, we can see that the divine fellowship belongs to
the Father, the Son, the Spirit, the apostles, and all of the believers. They are
all involved in this fellowship. This divine fellowship involves many persons;
hence, it is mutual. It is impossible for just one person by himself to have this
fellowship. The fellowship is one, but it involves many persons. (The Triune
God to Be Life to the Tripartite Man, p. 143)

Today's Reading

One of the best illustrations of fellowship is electricity. Electricity is mysterious
yet very real. Electricity is manifested in light bulbs or fluorescent lamps when the
current of electricity flows through them....The bulbs and lamps are connected
by the current of electricity. In a community or city, all of the homes are joined
together by the current of electricity which flows into each of the homes. This
current of electricity is an example of fellowship. The fellowship is the flow of the
eternal life within all the believers who have received and possess the divine life.
By the flow of electricity, all of the homes are kept in oneness. Similarly, by the

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (Spring 2013) - Message 1 Morning Revival - Page 1
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flow of the eternal life, the fellowship, all of the believers are kept in oneness.

First John 1:2-3 and 6-7 reveal that the fellowship of the divine life
has both a vertical aspect and a horizontal aspect. The vertical aspect of
fellowship refers to our fellowship with the Triune God. The horizontal
aspect of fellowship refers to our fellowship with one another.

First John 1:2-3 says, “(And the life was manifested, and we have
seen and testify and report to you the eternal life, which was with the
Father and was manifested to us); that which we have seen and heard
we report also to you that you also may have fellowship with us, and
indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ.”
The vertical aspect of fellowship was initially established with the first
apostles. The apostles then reported to sinners the eternal life in order
that they might have fellowship with the apostles. Before the apostles
reported the eternal life to them, the apostles themselves already had the
vertical fellowship with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ (v. 3).
The initial experience of the apostles was vertical, but when the apostles
reported the eternal life to others, they experienced the horizontal aspect
of the divine fellowship.

Verses 6 and 7 of 1 John 1 also indicate the vertical and horizontal aspects
of the divine fellowship. Verse 6 says, “If we say that we have fellowship
with Him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and are not practicing the
truth.” This is the vertical aspect of fellowship. Verse 7 says, “But if we walk
in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another.” This
is the horizontal aspect of fellowship. Both aspects of the divine fellowship
are closely related; therefore, it is difficult to say which aspect comes first.
If you do not have the proper fellowship with the Lord, it is difficult to have
fellowship with your fellow believers. In the same way, if you do not have the
proper fellowship with your fellow believers, it is difficult to have fellowship
with the Lord. (The Triune God to Be Life to the Tripartite Man, pp. 143-145)

Further Reading: The Triune God to Be Life to the Tripartite Man, ch. 17

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (Spring 2013) - Message 1 Morning Revival - Page 2
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WEEK 1 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

1 Cor. 1:9 "God is faithful, through whom you were called into the
fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord."

Eph. 4:25 "Therefore having put off the lie, speak truth each one with his
neighbor, for we are members one of another."

It is hard to find many [believers] who are in the reality of fellowship.
Positionally, we all are in this fellowship, but in our daily living, very few of us
are in the reality of fellowship. We may have the matter of fellowship in name,
but we may not have it in practicality. | have tried to practice this fellowship,
but I have to admit that | have not been completely successful in maintaining
this fellowship hour after hour throughout the day. When we are not in this
fellowship in a practical way, we are out of the Spirit, out of the Triune God, and
out of the divine life. (The Triune God to Be Life to the Tripartite Man, p. 145)

Today's Reading

Before we were saved, we were sinners living in sin and dead in sin. We were
not involved in the fellowship of life. One day someone reported to us the eternal
life (1 John 1:2), and we believed in the Lord Jesus. From that moment we were
brought into the divine fellowship. Two things are very striking about our initial
experience of the divine fellowship. First, it is difficult to find one person who
believed in the Lord directly by himself without the help of someone who preached
the gospel to him. Nearly everyone heard a report first and then believed. Second,
there is almost always a deep relationship between the one who reported or
preached the gospel and the one who received the report and got saved.

Our vertical fellowship with the Lord is affected by our horizontal
fellowship with others. If we do not have a proper relationship with those
around us, it is difficult to have a good fellowship with the Lord vertically.
The reason for this is that the divine fellowship is one fellowship. Each day
we should be in the divine fellowship, vertically and horizontally. Most of us
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may think that we daily start this fellowship according to its vertical aspect,
followed by its horizontal aspect. Most of the time, however, this is not our
experience....If we have a quarrel with our wife, husband, or roommate in the
evening, we will find it difficult to start our vertical fellowship with the Lord
in the morning. We must maintain both the vertical and horizontal aspects of
the fellowship in order to be healthy spiritually.

In Ephesians 4:25 the word neighbor refers to the brothers and sisters.
We must be right with our fellow believers in order to be kept in the divine
fellowship. In our experience we often cannot have vertical fellowship with
the Lord without first having horizontal fellowship with other believers.

A saint who has a proper living and who is victorious is one who is always
in the divine fellowship, vertically and horizontally, all day long. We must
learn to fellowship with the Lord more, and we must also learn to fellowship
with the saints more. We must thank the Lord for those around us, and we
must endeavor to have fellowship with them. The brothers and sisters should
have thorough fellowship with one another, even concerning practical things
related to their daily living.

We may feel that we should only fellowship with those around us about
the messages we have read or some other spiritual activity. Of course, our
fellowship should include this. However, our fellowship should also include
many practical things. | have discovered that the biggest shortage among
us is fellowship. Our problem is that we do not have the habit to fellowship,
and many of us do not like to fellowship. We must realize that when we
fellowship, the Lord is involved. When we turn away from fellowship or stop
our fellowship with our fellow believers, the Lord is kept away.

We should try to have fellowship with our fellow believers as much as
possible. This divine fellowship not only corrects us; it also molds us and
even reconstitutes us. This fellowship brings the divine constituent into our
spiritual being, causing a change in our being. (The Triune God to Be Life to
the Tripartite Man, pp. 145-147)

Further Reading: The Mending Ministry of John, ch. 7
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WEEK 1— DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

Acts 2:42 "And they continued steadfastly in the teaching and the
fellowship of the apostles, in the breaking of bread and the prayers."

1 John 1:4-5 And these things we write that our joy may be made full. And
this is the message which we have heard from Him and announce to
you, that God is light and in Him is no darkness at all."

Fellowship [in 1 John 1:3] indicates a putting away of private interests and
a joining with others for a certain common purpose. Hence, to have fellowship
with the apostles, to be in the fellowship of the apostles, and to have fellowship
with the Triune God in the apostles’ fellowship is to put aside our private
interests and join with the apostles and the Triune God for the carrying out of
God’s purpose....Our participation in the apostles’ enjoyment of the Triune God
is our joining with them and with the Triune God for His divine purpose, which
is common to God, the apostles, and all the believers. (1 John 1:3, footnote 3)

Today's Reading

The divine fellowship is the reality of living in the Body of Christ. The
Lord has been frustrated throughout the centuries because of the lack of
fellowship. In Revelation 22:20 the Lord Jesus said, “I come quickly,” but
it has been nearly two thousand years, and the Lord is still not back. The
reason is that the believers are individualistic, independent, opinionated,
and divisive.

The one thing which should rule us is the divine fellowship. We are
restricted in this fellowship. By being restricted in this fellowship, the Body
of Christ is kept in oneness, and the work of the ministry continues to go on.
When we are out of fellowship, everything is finished. The thing which makes
everything alive is fellowship. If we learn to fellowship, we will receive many
benefits, especially in the Lord’s work. (The Triune God to Be Life to the
Tripartite Man, pp. 147-148)
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The fellowship of life is simply the flow of the divine life....The proper way
to experience Christ as life is to have this flow within us....The way to know
whether we are in the fellowship, living by Christ, and experiencing Christ is
simply to check whether there is a flow within....If we do not have the flow or
if the flow is ebbing, we must cry out to the Lord and open to Him.

When you have the flow of life, you will have joy....Christians, as a rule,
must be joyful persons; they must be persons who are full of joy at all
times. Sometimes we are so full of joy that we feel we will burst unless we
shout “Hallelujah!” “Praise the Lord!” or “Amen!”...Because we are so full
of the current, flowing, and bubbling of the divine life within us, instead
of being quiet, we must shout and speak. You will find that the more you
express what is flowing within, the more the fellowship of life will flow
within you.

If we take care of the flowing and shining of life within us, we will have
need of nothing else. Of course, we will still need to pray, read the Scriptures,
attend the meetings, and fellowship with the saints. But we have to realize
that all these proper Christian activities are actually the result of the flowing
and the shining. At the same time, all these practices are the instruments,
the means, by which we experience more flowing and shining. The basic
thing we must realize is that the secret of living by Christ, living in Christ,
and taking Christ as our life is to always take care of the inward flowing and
the inward shining. If you do not have the inward flowing and shining, you
must go to the Lord to deal with Him and be dealt with by Him, for that is a
strong indication that something is wrong within. If all the saints among us
would take care of this matter day by day, what living, shining, and flowing
Christians we would be! Then whenever we come to the meetings, everyone
would come with something flowing and shining within their being. The
enjoyment of the fellowship of life and the light of life must be our day-by-
day and moment-by-moment experience. (Experiencing Christ as the Inner
Life, pp. 18-19, 22-23)

Further Reading: Experiencing Christ as the Inner Life, ch. 2; The Triune
God to Be Life to the Tripartite Man, ch. 16
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WEEK 1— DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

2 Cor. 13:14 "The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all."

Phil. 2:1-2 "If there is therefore any encouragement in Christ, if any
consolation of love, if any fellowship of spirit, if any tenderheartedness
and compassions, make my joy full..."

The horizontal aspect of the divine fellowship is by the human spirit. The
vertical aspect of the divine fellowship is by the divine Spirit, the Holy Spirit
(2 Cor. 13:14; 2 Tim. 4:22)....The Spirit is not merely involved, wrapped up,
or mingled with the fellowship. The Spirit Himself is the fellowship because
the fellowship is the flow, the current, of the Spirit. This is like saying that
the current of electricity is just the electricity itself. The current of electricity
is electricity in motion. When the electricity stops, the current of electricity
also stops. In the same way, the fellowship of the Holy Spirit mentioned
in 2 Corinthians 13:14 is the Spirit moving. The grace of Christ is Christ
Himself enjoyed by us; the love of God is God Himself tasted by us; and the
fellowship of the Spirit is the Spirit Himself moving within us. (The Triune
God to Be Life to the Tripartite Man, pp. 149-150)

Today's Reading

We need to enter into the horizontal aspect of the divine fellowship by
the human spirit (Phil. 2:1; Rev. 1:10). If we are going to have real fellowship
horizontally with one another, we need to exercise our spirit. If we exercise
our spirit, we will never talk in a worldly manner or speak negatively about
the saints or the churches. A local church can be severely damaged if many
of the saints in that locality spend time speaking negative things about other
saints and other churches. Such discussions spread gossip and death....In
Philippians 2:1-2 Paul said, “If there is therefore any encouragement
in Christ, if any consolation of love, if any fellowship of spirit, if any
tenderheartedness and compassions, make my joy full....” Paul seemed
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to be saying, “Brothers, if you have any fellowship with me in spirit, your
fellowship will be my encouragement and consolation. Then you will make
my joy full.”

When we exercise our spirit, the nature of our conversation will change
because our spirit is holy (cf. 2 Cor. 6:6). If there are problems in a certain
church, we may have a desire to merely talk about the situation, but our
spirit within will urge us to pray. Our spirit will not allow us to gossip about
others’ mistakes and failures. The only way to have the reality of horizontal
fellowship is by exercising our spirit.

Sometimes, we may talk about other saints under the pretense of having
fellowship about their situation, but our conversation is actually gossip.
Afterwards, we often cannot pray, because our praying spirit is quenched
by our gossip. But when we fellowship in a genuine way by exercising our
spirit, we are eager to pray and contact the Lord. This shows how close the
relationship is between the vertical and horizontal aspects of fellowship. The
horizontal fellowship ushers us into the vertical fellowship. If two brothers
exercise their spirit to have genuine, proper, horizontal fellowship, they will
eventually be ushered into a very honest and sincere intercession. When
they pray together, the two aspects of the divine fellowship are interwoven.
The horizontal fellowship is interwoven with the vertical fellowship. This
interwoven fellowship is the real fellowship.

You cannot have the vertical fellowship without the horizontal fellowship.
If you have a good time with the Lord in vertical fellowship, you will be
eager to see the other saints in order to have fellowship with them. Once you
have fellowship with the saints through prayer, you are brought into vertical
fellowship with the Lord again. Your horizontal fellowship with the saints
brings you into vertical fellowship with the Lord. Then your fellowship with
the Lord brings you into horizontal fellowship with the saints. Thus, these
two aspects are always interwoven, that is, they are always crisscrossing each
other. (The Triune God to Be Life to the Tripartite Man, pp. 152-153)

Further Reading: Crucial Truths in the Holy Scriptures, vol. 2, ch. 22
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WEEK 1— DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

1 John 1:2-3 "(...We have seen and testify and report to you the eternal
life, which was with the Father and was manifested to us); that which
we have seen and heard we report also to you that you also may have
fellowship with us, and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and
with His Son Jesus Christ."

Acts 2:42 "And they continued steadfastly in the teaching and the
fellowship of the apostles..."

Just as the current of electricity is the electricity itself, the fellowship of
the divine life, the flow of the divine life, is the divine life itself....Similarly,
our Christian life is a life of the fellowship of the divine life. The New
Testament reveals that the Christian meeting, the Christian married life, and
the Christian work are just the divine fellowship. The divine fellowship is
everything in the Christian life. Those who were saved in Acts 2 were brought
into and continued steadfastly in the apostles’ fellowship (v. 42). (The Triune
God to Be Life to the Tripartite Man, p. 154)

Today's Reading

The apostles wanted to have fellowship with the believers; this is horizontal
fellowship. Then the apostles stated that their fellowship was with the Triune
God; this is vertical fellowship [1 John 1:2-3]. The vertical fellowship brings us
into the horizontal fellowship. The horizontal fellowship then brings us into
the vertical fellowship on a larger scale. This larger scale of fellowship is the
meetings....All the functioning in the meetings should be an expression of the
divine fellowship. To prophesy is an expression of this fellowship....The entire
meeting should be a fellowship. We should be vertically fellowshipping with the
Lord and, at the same time, be horizontally fellowshipping with one another.

Eventually, in this divine fellowship God is interwoven with us. This
interweaving is the mingling of God with man. All of the meetings should
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be an interwoven fellowship with both the vertical and horizontal aspects.
Our married life should also be an interwoven fellowship. The husband
and the wife should not only be interwoven with each other but also with
the Lord. The real Christian marriage should be the divine fellowship. Our
coordination and work together should also be the divine fellowship.

We must realize that when fellowship disappears, God also disappears.
God comes as the fellowship. Today our meetings, our married life, the
coordination among the co-workers, and the fellowship among the local
churches are abnormal because we are short of this fellowship. Today there
is not enough fellowship among the local churches, and the churches are not
absolutely one in the fellowship.

The divine fellowship is everything in the Christian life. The apostle Paul
lived in this fellowship. When we live in the divine fellowship, our Christian
life becomes very living, active, and full of impact. We need to fully enter into
the experience of the divine fellowship in its two aspects by the two spirits.

In our experience, however, there are always frustrations and obstacles
between us and God. There are many obstacles to the divine fellowship in its
vertical and horizontal aspects. What is needed to deal with these obstacles?
In the whole universe, there is only one thing which takes away all the
obstacles between us and God—the cross.

Without the cross, our fellowship is superficial. The cross of death
deepens our fellowship, and the Spirit’s breath as the resurrection uplifts
our fellowship. Fellowship frees us from our sinful self through the
cross. Without the cross, there is no release, freedom, or liberty from the
self....Without the Spirit and the cross, we cannot have real fellowship.

The first line of [Hymns], #279 says, “First the blood, and then the
ointment.” The blood is a strong sign of the cross, and the ointment is a type
of the all-inclusive, compound Spirit. These two elements are mentioned in
Leviticus 14:6-10, 14-18. (The Triune God to Be Life to the Tripartite Man,

Pp-154-155, 158-159)
Further Reading: The Triune God to Be Life to the Tripartite Man, ch. 18
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WEEK 1 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

Lev. 14:17 "And from the rest of the oil that is in the palm of his hand the
priest shall put some on the lobe of the right ear of the one who is to be
cleansed and some on the thumb of his right hand and some on the big
toe of his right foot, upon the blood of the trespass offering."

Matt. 16:24 "...If anyone wants to come after Me, let him deny himself and
take up his cross and follow Me."

In Leviticus 14:6-10, 14-18...we are told that a leper is to be cleansed
firstly by the blood. The blood is the base. Then upon the base of the blood,
the oil, the ointment, is applied. The blood and the ointment are applied to
the lobe of the leper’s right ear, to the thumb of his right hand, and to the
big toe of his right foot. The ear signifies our hearing, the hand signifies our
working, and the foot signifies our walking. Our hearing is a big problem.
We are troubled because we listen to many negative things. Because this is
sinful, our ear, our hearing, needs the blood. In a sense, it is good for us to be
“deaf” to many things. Our working and walking also need the cleansing of
the blood.

Because we are wrong in our hearing, working, and walking, we are lepers.
Because we are lepers, we need to first be cleansed by Christ’s redeeming
blood. Then upon the blood we need the anointing oil. The anointing oil with
the blood consummates our cleansing. Consummately, our cleansing is by
the divine fellowship of the Spirit based upon the cleansing blood of Christ.
(The Triune God to Be Life to the Tripartite Man, p. 159)

Today's Reading

The divine fellowship is the dispensing of the Triune God into us,
the tripartite men, making us and God one. Actually, this oneness is
the fellowship. The Greek word for fellowship, koinonia, means joint
participation, and this joint participation issues in oneness. When a husband
participates in his wife and his wife participates in him, they are one.
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Actually, fellowship is just oneness. When God is fellowshipping with us,
and when we are fellowshipping with God, that makes God and us one. In
the whole universe, there is a big oneness, and this big oneness is the divine
fellowship. We, the tripartite men, are one with the Triune God. In John 17
the Lord prayed, “That they may be one, even as We are one” (v. 22b). The
Lord’s desire is to make us all one like the Father, the Son, and the Spirit
are one. The church’s oneness is a part of the divine oneness of the Divine
Trinity. Eventually, the church and the Divine Trinity are one in fellowship.

Because there is an obstacle within you toward another brother, your
fellowship with him is not that thorough. We may avoid contact with certain
saints because of the obstacles within us to the divine fellowship. Our
fellowship is not thorough and obstacles remain within us because we do not
have the cross in our experience.

The cross brings Christ to us. | have been crucified with Christ,
and | no longer live but Christ lives in me. This is the cross. Christ
lives in me as patience. He lives in me as all the human virtues, which
are considered by others as ethics. We need Christ, but without the
experience of the cross, we cannot experience Christ. Hymns, #631 says,
“If no death, no life.” This means, “If no cross, no Christ.” Furthermore,
“If no Christ, no Spirit, and if no Spirit, no fellowship.” This is why the
cross is needed....[In Matthew 16:24] the Lord used the words his cross.
There is a particular portion of the cross for each one of us to cross each
one of us out.

The cross is mainly for dealing with ourselves. The Lord said that if we
desire to follow Him, we must deny ourselves and take up our cross. Actually,
to bear the cross is to deny the self, to put the self to death, to apply the cross
of Christ to the self all the time. If we have a strong self and are offended by
everything and by everyone, we cannot have real fellowship. In order for us to
have the horizontal fellowship, we need to deny ourselves. To deny ourselves
means to be senseless about ourselves. Then we can never be offended.
We need the experience of the cross to deepen our experience of the divine
fellowship. (The Triune God to Be Life to the Tripartite Man, pp. 159-161, 163)

Further Reading: The Triune God to Be Life to the Tripartite Man, ch. 19
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WEEK 1 Hymns #737

1 Life eternal brings us
Fellowship of life,
Fellowship in Spirit,
Saving us from strife.
2 Life eternal gives us
Fellowship divine;
Thus the Lord as Spirit
May with us combine.
3 Itis life in Spirit
Brings this fellowship;
Fellowship in Spirit
Doth with grace equip.
4 We, by life’s enabling,
Fellowship aright;
Fellowship in Spirit

Brings us into light.

5 By the outward cleansing,

Fellowship we keep;
Inwardly anointed,
Fellowship we reap.
6 Fellowship is deepened
Thru the cross of death;
Fellowship is lifted

By the Spirit’s breath.

7 Fellowship will free us
From our sinful self;
Fellowship will bring us

Into God Himself.
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