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Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (Spring 2013)

The Experience, Growth, And Ministry Of Life For The Body

Message Two

Dealing with the Natural Constitution in Order to Be in Resurrection

Scripture Reading: 1 Cor. 2:14; Phil. 3:3-11; John 12:24-26

Outline
Day 1

I. A crucial aspect of the experience of life is dealing with
the natural constitution—1 Cor. 2:14; Phil. 3:3-9:

A. We need to realize the impotence, the insufficiency, of our natural
being in the things of God—2 Cor. 3:5-6:

1. We may be sufficient in other things, but in our natural being we
do not have any sufficiency, competence, or power in the things
of God—Eph. 2:1, 5a; 4:17-18; 1 Cor. 2:14; Jer. 17:9; Rom. 6:6;
7:24; 8:7-8; Matt. 16:24.

2. We should not have any trust in our natural being in the things
of God; rather, we must learn to reject our natural being and
exercise our spirit in everything—Phil. 3:3; Rom. 8:4.

3. In the Lord’s recovery there is no place for our natural being;
the churches in the Lord’s recovery, as parts of the living Body
of Christ, will spontaneously reject anything that is natural—1
Cor. 12:12-13.
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4. In the building of the church every natural thing in us must be
broken before we can be joined together; we can be built only
after we have been broken in our natural being—Hymns, #837,
stanzas 6 and 7.

Day 2

B. In the expression natural constitution the word constitution denotes
the aggregate of our physical and mental powers—1 Thes. 5:23:

1. The natural constitution is an outstanding characteristic of the

soulish man and is a prominent expression of the living out of
the old man—1 Cor. 2:14; Rom. 6:6.

2. The natural constitution is the expression of the living out of the
old man, which has to do with human ability, capability, wisdom,
cleverness, schemes, and skills; Jacob is the best representative
character of the natural constitution—v. 6; Gen. 28:20-22.

3. God cannot use one who is merely naturally capable; natural
ability, unless broken, is a hindrance to God—32:22-32.

Day 3

C. We need to understand the process of the experience of dealing with
the natural constitution:

1. We need to see that our old man has been crucified with Christ—
Rom. 6:6.

2. We need to realize that the natural constitution is a very strong
expression of the old man.

3. We should spontaneously receive the crucifixion of Christ upon
our natural constitution, applying the cross of Christ through
the power of the Holy Spirit upon our natural constitution:

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (Spring 2013) - Message 2 Outline - Page 2
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A.

a. When we receive and apply Christ’s crucifixion, all our natural
ability will be stamped with the mark of death and gradually
become withered— Matt. 16:24.

b. This receiving is a great spiritual crisis in our life; it may become

our Penuel, where our natural ability and capability are touched
by God— Gen. 32:22-32.

4, We apply the experience of dealing with our natural constitution
in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit and by letting the Holy
Spirit execute the crucifixion of Christ upon every area of our
natural life as it is discovered—2 Cor. 13:14; Rom. 8:13.

Day 4

. The more our natural constitution is dealt with, the

more we will be in resurrection—Phil. 3:3-11:

All the aspects of our natural constitution are derived from the
natural life and do not spring from the resurrection life of Christ; the
opposite of being natural is being in resurrection—v. 11.

. Our dealing with the natural constitution is so that our inherent

ability, capability, and wisdom may pass through the death of the
cross, become resurrected, and thereby become acceptable and
useful to God— John 12:24-26.

. Our natural ability must be brought into resurrection so that it may

become useful to the Lord—Phil. 3:3-11:
Day 5
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1. Natural ability is selfish, and its schemes and devices are for the
sake of self; resurrected ability has been broken and is not for
self and has no element of self.

2. Natural ability is mixed with the elements of flesh and temper;
resurrected ability is devoid of the flesh.

3. Natural ability involves craftiness and maneuvering; resurrected
ability does not scheme.

4, Natural ability contains pride and makes oneself feel capable,
thereby resulting in boasting and self-glorification; resurrected
ability is not proud and does not boast in itself.

5. Natural ability is not under the control of the Holy Spirit and is
extremely daring in doing anything; resurrected ability is controlled
by the Spirit and does not dare act according to one’s wishes.

6. Natural ability has no regard for the will of God, acting entirely
according to self-will; resurrected ability is for the will of God.

7. Natural ability does not rely upon God but relies wholly upon
self; resurrected ability relies upon God and does not dare act
according to self.

M WES+FEMTIETERM - FHMPEIEZR D. God is working through the cross to terminate us, to bring us to an
B FHMAALABEEECE: REEFEEZD end, so that we will no longer trust in ourselves but in the God of
HB—E—9 - resurrection—2 Cor. 1:9.

T TEFPEFEAPELNET BEIFHFIE E. To “attain to the out-resurrection from the dead” indicates that our
ACEZEHAEMNET  EZ2RMEER entire being has been gradually and continually resurrected; this
SENEEMBEN—BE= 11 - should be the goal and destination of the Christian life—Phil. 3:11.

#oo Day 6
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F. As we experience Christ in His resurrection, we are transferred
mysteriously into the tribe of “Naphtali” and become spiritual
“Naphtalites”; a portion of the personal history of every Christian
should be mysterious, and in this mysterious portion we are
transferred into the tribe of Naphtali to live by the resurrected
Christ—2 Chron. 2:14; 1 Kings 7:14; Gen. 49:21; Psa. 22, title.

G. If we allow our natural capacity, ability, and virtues to be brought to
the cross and die, we will be resurrected—Rom. 8:13; John 12:24:

1. Then in resurrection our capacity, ability, and virtues will be
many times greater than they were in the natural life.

2. These things are still ours, but having passed through death and
burial, they are now in resurrection:

a. This means that our capacity, ability, and virtues have entered
into resurrection—Phil. 3:11.

b. We continue to exist, but we with our natural capacity, ability,
and virtues have entered into the realm of resurrection— John
12:25-26.

H. The reality of resurrection is the Spirit, and the Spirit is the
consummation of the Triune God; therefore, resurrection is the
consummated Triune God—1 Cor. 15:45b; Matt. 28:19: 2 Cor. 13:14:

1. Our natural capacity, ability, and virtues need to be transferred
from our natural life into the Triune God through death and burial.

2. In ourselves we are natural, but when we are transferred out
of ourselves into the Triune God, who is resurrection, we enter
into resurrection— John 11:25; 2 Cor. 1:9.
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WEEK 2 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

1 Cor. 2:14 "But a soulish man does not receive the things of the Spirit of
God,...and he is not able to know them because they are discerned spiritually.”

2 Cor. 3:5-6 "Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to account anything as
from ourselves; but our sufficiency is from God, who has also made us
sufficient as ministers of a new covenant, ministers not of the letter but
of the Spirit; for the letter Kills, but the Spirit gives life."

Dealing with self and dealing with the natural constitution are of extreme
iImportance in spiritual experience. They are related not only to life but also
to service. Dealing with self and dealing with the natural constitution are
preparations for our service to God. If we wish to have the kind of service
according to God'’s heart desire, dealing with self and the natural constitution
is a must. (The Experience of Life, p. 253)

Today's Reading

We want to see the impotence, [the insufficiency], of our natural being in
the things of God....We may be very sufficient in other things, but we do not
have any sufficiency, competence, or power in the things of God....The spirit
of fallen mankind has been deadened (Eph. 2:1, 5a), so it is useless in the
things of God.

In today’s religion of Christianity, most of the service is either in the
soul or in the flesh. This is why we have to see the impotence of our natural
being for our service. We need to impress the saints that our flesh cannot be
subject to God and cannot please God. Then the saints may ask, “What is it
to be in the flesh?” We should tell them, “As long as you are not in the spirit,
you are in the flesh.”

We should realize that we cannot have any trust in our natural being in the
things of God. In Philippians 3:3 Paul said, “For we are the circumcision, the ones
who serve by the Spirit of God and boast in Christ Jesus and have no confidence
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in the flesh.” To have no trust in our flesh is to have no trust in our natural being.

We have to learn to reject our natural being and exercise our spirit in
everything. God’s salvation makes our spirit the inner man (Eph. 3:16). This
implies that our spirit is our new person as everything to us. Actually, we
should not live another man; we should live only the inner man. Our spirit
worships, prays, and should take the lead to do everything in our Christian
life and service. (Basic Lessons on Service, pp. 126-128)

The New Testament leaves no place for any part of our old being. The
speaking of the Lord Jesus and the writings of the apostle Paul show that in
God’s economy nothing of our old being should remain. We need to realize
that God’s economy is altogether a matter of the new creation. Our old being
must be put aside. Although there is no place for our old being in the Lord’s
recovery, in the sense of the new creation there is a place for us in the church.
There is a place for us as regenerated persons who are being sanctified,
transformed, conformed, and glorified, but we need to see that there is no
place for our natural man.

None of us can say that we are fully transformed; we are all still somewhat
natural. We need to see that in the church life there is no place for anything
natural, yet because we are in the process of being transformed, we are still
unconsciously and unwillingly somewhat natural. The churches in the Lord’s
recovery, as parts of the living Body of Christ, will spontaneously reject
anything that is natural. (Basic Principles concerning the Eldership, pp. 120-
121, 127)

In order for the church to be built up, we have to touch the matter of
being broken. If we want to be built together, we all have to be broken. If
there is no breaking, there is no building. You and | can be built together
only after you and | both have been broken a little....In the building of
the church, every natural thing in us must be broken before we can be
joined with others. Everything natural in us, whether it is our ability, our
discernment, or our zeal, is unsuitable to be used for the building. We can
be built only after we have been broken in our natural being. (The Building
Work of God, pp. 62-63)

Further Reading: Basic Lessons on Service, Isns. 16, 20
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WEEK 2 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

Rom. 6:6 "Knowing this, that our old man has been crucified with Him in order that
the body of sin might be annulled, that we should no longer serve sin as slaves."

1 Thes. 5:23 "And the God of peace Himself sanctify you wholly, and may
your spirit and soul and body be preserved complete, without blame, at
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ."

[In our dealing with the natural constitution], constitution...means “the
aggregate of man’s physical and mental powers.” In the Bible there is no
such term as the natural constitution, and it is seldom mentioned among
Christians; yet in our experience there is such a thing. It is an outstanding
characteristic of the soulish man and a prominent expression of the living
out of the old man. If we pursue the experience of the cross, we cannot
neglect this aspect of dealing....The natural constitution is the expression of
the living out of the old man, which has to do with human ability, capability,
wisdom, cleverness, schemes, and skills. (The Experience of Life, p. 243)

Today's Reading

When speaking of the natural constitution, Jacob, in the book of Genesis, is
the best representative. We generally think that the record of Jacob points out
his craftiness. But, actually, the most outstanding characteristic in the entire
life of Jacob is his natural endeavoring and scheming. All those who scheme
are inevitably crafty. So also was Jacob. His craftiness was but the superficial
expression; his natural constitution was his hidden characteristic. Before
Jacob became matured, all his history revealed his natural constitution. He
was able, resourceful, full of schemes, and very capable and skillful; he was
truly one who was exceedingly strong in the natural constitution.

The crisis in his life occurred when God touched the socket of his hip at
Penuel. Finally, in Genesis 35, God asked him to go to Bethel and there make
an altar to God who had appeared to him when he fled from the face of his

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (Spring 2013) - Message 2 Morning Revival - Page 3



- CEthAEIRAVEHARR L - RIERISB4EW - €U
HSHNFBAIFTR - mRAWATETRY -

HENXRARIERHMENKE - thERnEMRER
MER T Smm AR -t A ABERES - HEUES
ABE—EREEEM ( TS, NER) A - JIEH
W—REEE ( THed., NER ) - RBfBE—B4E
EWiE - EERANIE - HttREFPIEENTE -

EEENTHEE  ATIHES - IE2&EKXNIER

BEAMSEWRE - BA2HMTEEHLASIE -
TEEERABELE - TEMERAE(F - MIRFBEERR
Mgy - MBI RBTGIRER - "HEWHEF o

mitfIBECAAEE X - BREGL - SEARM -
HEF - A 85 - BEEFEASF - AIRASF -
fHEESAE(F - st A(F - AT KAIZ(FmXEER
HESHA - ASFRTEMD - A sEFRT
B ; NGB SR EMD - eV TFA e
ERITEME - FRLARMESE - Z6elF - BB

BESHEFEENA - TS5 LHAVER -

FAT - ERRIABETFAIA - MHIEARBER - RIARVAE
Bf - HRAKPWE - RMEMAVRE ; HAKBK
B . #2IB3E - BFEER - A EER - RANTER -
MEEE % XET  XXIRT - —EAERABE -
—EX B - BENTEF - aAlEHRE—% 22
MR - A—RABPBAFRRE THIRMBE. - BR
RE - XA Sl - Frl—EREEFRIA - #REE
—EREE TR AL BREIA - T AEEH - FAIA®E
HFEREHBA - BSAEFMAABREIA - HAE
BEERABAKANA XTS5 —EHIHEE6EE - 18
EAMR - BIRY - AR - MERXSHAMWRET
A (EmpvEETHR - ZAtZ2=0—FK) -

ZHE ARREBONEXRRA - F+HE+AE -

—OoO—=FEFFRENRBERRIIK-F2F BREES-F485

brother. From thence Jacob ceased all his scheming, and his natural man fell
before God.

When Jacob’s natural constitution was thoroughly broken, his life in
God attained to a mature and full stage. He was no more Jacob but Israel.
He was no more a supplanter (the meaning of Jacob) but a prince of God
(the meaning of Israel). As a result, he could bless Pharaoh and command
abundant blessings upon his sons before he died.

The greatest principle in spiritual service is that of man cooperating
with God. Although God does all things, yet in all things God needs man to
cooperate with Him. It can never be that those who do not know how to do
anything and are incapable and unwilling to do anything can be used by God.
We often hear brothers and sisters say, “I believe that God can do it,” yet they
themselves make no effort to cooperate. This kind of faith is vain. No doubt,
God can do it, but it is also necessary that man be able to do it. If man cannot
do it, though God can, He will not do it. God must seek those who are able
and willing to cooperate with Him. God works as far as man is capable. God
works according to the degree of man’s cooperation. Therefore, we must be
able and capable and learn to be a useful man in every aspect; then we are fit
for His use.

However, God still cannot use one who is merely naturally capable.
Natural capability, unless broken, is a hindrance to God. It must be broken;
it must pass through death and be resurrected so that it may be used by God.
Natural ability is similar to raw iron which, because it is too hard and brittle,
Is not suitable for use and is easily broken. Resurrected ability is like wrought
steel, firm but malleable, suitable for use and not easily cracked. Therefore,
God cannot use one who is incapable; neither can He use one who is capable
yet has not been broken. Those who are usable in the hand of God are those
who are capable yet whose capability has been broken. If we examine all those
who have been used by God throughout the generations, almost all were very
capable, rich in soul-power, having foresight and cleverness, while at the same
time they were broken by God. (The Experience of Life, pp. 244-245, 247)

Further Reading: Basic Principles concerning the Eldership, chs. 15-16

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (Spring 2013) - Message 2 Morning Revival - Page 4



%8 - B=

KT7R24 T RZEFAEFIERR - BB AZIRMER -
MEBERC @ BEMATFR - WIRWEF ©

)\ 13 T EEMMERAEES - LB ; B1R
MEREBEATSROTE  YBEE -

RfE - CHMX% - E=FHEMEEARIRIE - Fild
BN - RETEHEREN - —EEEFHN
FE —HEXHNEE FHNEE EEEECH
FMNEAEIET ; EHNKE  BEEEEE - £EE
BYETSE - SMITRIRMZ L3R - MRAITRIFKFIRINES
£ - B EHTRE ; MRMTABRMPWER L - A
MEHNT ; MRPITRIRMVERT - BESI L - EWL
EHMAXRZA (EWNEETHH - =ORH) -

SRS T R AIBIE - A TS RARE - (35
—  BME) BEREACEHEBRLFE - B8
BENER - DREEHTRANE—S - B
HWEEREARBEBERENER - TAEENT
BT -

(ARREME) BRRAESEABISHRIER -
EHR—EEENER EXTEERERER -
tMEEERXAIRIZEESMTE - LEEME
LABEISRANTERIR

HRMABETAMEERER - BAMETIEZEBNE
SERIRZAL M EEEEEMEESN - BEEMN
£I3E - MITRIRMRANRIR L - EBER—IER -

—OoO—=FEFFRENRBERRIIK-F2F BEES-E58H

WEEK 2 — DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 16:24 "Then Jesus said to His disciples, If anyone wants to come
after Me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me."

Rom. 8:13 "For if you live according to the flesh, you must die, but if by
the Spirit you put to death the practices of the body, you will live."

Flesh, self, and the natural constitution—all three—are the expressions
of the old man. Therefore, the principle in dealing with them is the same:
on one hand, we have the objective fact, and on the other hand, we need the
subjective experience. The objective fact is that Christ has already crucified
our old man, whereas the subjective experience is the applying of the death
of Christ through the Holy Spirit to ourselves. If we apply it to the flesh, it is
the dealing with the flesh; if we apply it to our opinion, it is the dealing with
self; and if we apply it to our ability and capability, it is the dealing with the
natural constitution. (The Experience of Life, pp. 250-251)

Today's Reading

The process of the experience of dealing with the natural constitution closely
resembles that of dealing with self. [First, we see] that our old man has been
crucified with Christ. This spiritual seeing is the first step toward our experience
in dealing with the natural constitution. We must see that our old man has been
crucified with Christ; then we shall experience the dealing that follows.

[Then we realize] that the natural constitution is a very strong expression
of the old man. This also is a spiritual seeing. Of course, this also includes
seeing what the natural constitution refers to and what its expressions are.

After we have seen the first two points, we will automatically receive the
crucifixion of Christ upon our natural constitution. This also means that we
apply the crucifixion of Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit to our

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (Spring 2013) - Message 2 Morning Revival - Page 5



—¥1T - AREERPABVBET] - WA 7 SERVENET -
HMETRY - El#ER - #BMBLHE—EE
ENXKEO - IHFEMERMNESFEH (28
=22~32]) -®&ER - BPIRANBEND RS -
WIET —F - BPINWAKHEEE - MERESRAN]
SRVABERE - BT - IEBEER - FiFHE
BIEBRBEE Y - EMEERMEHRCKRAL
B —ERE - B —REHBERE -

BHENXAREEERANSE—/M ESEEEDN
ER - \mEHc c SEHMXRZA - ®HME
BHRMEBEAENEE  BAEEEEENXRERE -
ELEEENER  #SEFREEE BT TFHEM
% - EAFEEENRER - RMESFEEME
A5 EMITHFRASEHAITAK -

RMETEEENTER MEREEILEER
BErI%E - MITRIS—RAFREEIRMRIA L - IR E)RE
it RMIE—REEIRBCEAFH - PEMAEE
PMEIERIE+FRMNEEAEI LH - EEEXA
BREMRIR L - T E+FERIEMENE - EANKE
—RAVIER - WHEHEMNER - KRXEEES
TFERBEERMOXRAL - EERTFREAEE
e - MMMBEBEESENER - FHERMX
ARNBT—RRIR - RMIJEER—EBEREBRIA -
=—EAEHTNA - ERMAE—EEZ+FE
A th2—EE+TFEHA - ®HMELF—E
TFR . —EHFERENIE - - E2E5HRE - 88—
XI5 1% - M5 EABLERAMNRT - MEZRESS
SEMEFEMNNRT (EmMNEETH - =ORE
=ONg) -

: EAnpVAEE -

W
i

o

FAE+

Il

=

—OoO—=FEFFRENRBERRIIK-F2F BEE=S-F56EH

natural expression. Once we receive and apply this, all our natural ability
will be stamped with the mark of death and will gradually become withered.
This receiving is a great spiritual crisis in our life; it may perhaps become
our Penuel in experience. It is here that our natural ability and capability are
touched by God, and the socket of our hip, wherein lies the strength of our
body, becomes limp. Hereafter, we can no longer as before use our ability
and capability as we wish. Thus, we pass a crisis in our dealing with the
natural constitution; we gain an experience in a subjective way.

In order to experience dealing with the natural constitution, we must first
be in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit. Whether we are dealing with self or
with the natural constitution, if we desire to have a continual experience,
we must live in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit. In order to apply this
experience, we need to apply the death of the cross through the Holy Spirit.
If we do not live in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, we cannot live in
dependence upon the Holy Spirit, nor can we apply the death of the cross.

If we live in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, we need to let the Holy Spirit
execute the crucifixion of Christ upon every area of our natural constitution
that we discover. In other words, every time we discover our cleverness,
wiles, and capability, we must immediately apply the death of the cross to
them. In this way the stamp of the death of the cross is applied to all the
practical expressions of the natural constitution. This is not merely a once-
for-all acceptance; it must also be a daily application. We must apply the
cross to our natural constitution daily and moment by moment. From the
very beginning, when we accept the working of the cross, we must allow God
to touch every expression of our natural constitution in the fellowship of the
Holy Spirit. We may be rich in thinking and very capable, yet we must be one
who receives the cross and bears the cross; the cross must continually do
the work of breaking us; then after a certain period of time, all that is of our
natural constitution will gradually be in the state of having passed through
death to resurrection. (The Experience of Life, pp. 251-252)

Further Reading: The Experience of Life, chs. 9-10
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WEEK 2 — DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

Phil. 3:3 "For we are the circumcision, the ones who serve by the Spirit of
God and boast in Christ Jesus and have no confidence in the flesh."

8-9 "But moreover | also count all things to be loss on account of the
excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, on account of
whom | have suffered the loss of all things and count them as refuse
that I may gain Christ and be found in Him..."

[Being transferred out of ourselves into God, into resurrection], is a very
iImportant principle for interpreting the types and their fulfillment. If we
do not apply this principle, all the natural capacities, abilities, and virtues,
unchecked by crucifixion, will be like “wild beasts” among us.

This has been the situation with many capable ones who came into the
recovery and stayed for a while. They eventually realized that in the recovery
there was no ground for them to employ their natural capacity and ability.
Eventually, they left the recovery and formed a work for themselves. They
were not willing to accept crucifixion and burial in order to be brought into
resurrection. They could not take the cross. (Life-study of Nehemiah, pp. 14-15)

Today's Reading

We have defined the natural constitution as that which pertains to human
ability, capability, wisdom, and cleverness, because all these are derived from
our natural life and not from the resurrection life of God. They are acquired
naturally; they do not spring from resurrection by passing through the breaking
in Christ. The difference between the natural constitution and resurrection life
is indeed great. Our dealing with the natural constitution is so that our inherent
ability, capability, wisdom, and cleverness may pass through the death of the
cross, become resurrected, and thereby become acceptable and useful to God.
When some people hear about dealing with the natural constitution, they think
that God does not want our ability and capability. This concept is wrong. In
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order to be useful to God, we definitely need our ability and capability. From the
revelation of the Bible, we clearly see that the work of God on this earth requires
man’s cooperation. It is impossible for man to cooperate with God without
possessing any ability and capability. (The Experience of Life, p. 246)

The opposite of being natural is being in resurrection. God is never natural.
God only wants resurrection. The natural being is represented in the Bible
by the first one. The firstborn is the first one. Hence, God does not want the
firstborn. At the Passover, the angel of destruction smote the firstborn (Exo.
12:29)....It was not a question of being good or bad. As long as it was a firstborn,
it was natural and had to be smitten....The first heaven and first earth are of
the old creation. The New Jerusalem, the new heaven, the new earth, and
everything that is new are second [cf. Rev. 21:1]. The book of Hebrews calls the
old covenant the first covenant and the second covenant the new covenant (9:18).
Everything that is old is natural. If you are not in the spirit, even your good
deeds are natural. (Messages in Preparation for the Spread of the Gospel, p. 43)

According to [its] real significance...the cross [of Christ] does not mean
merely that something is put to an end but that the natural things are
crossed out in order to be brought into resurrection. The cross of Christ
brings all natural things to death and burial. But according to the Bible,
burial is followed by resurrection. Burial is therefore the threshold of
resurrection....According to John 12:24 a grain of wheat falls into the ground,
dies, and is buried. But this is not the end. After burial, something will come
forth in resurrection.

| believe that Moses had a strong character and that in his natural
constitution he was even more aggressive than Nehemiah was. At the
age of forty Moses aggressively volunteered to save Israel out of the hand
of Pharaoh,...but God came in to limit him, allowing him to fail and be
disappointed. Moses was then “buried” in the wilderness for forty years.
Eventually, the resurrecting God came in to resurrect Moses (Exo. 3:2-6).
(Life-study of Nehemiah, p. 13)

Further Reading: Life-study of Nehemiah, msgs. 1-2; Messages in
Preparation for the Spread of the Gospel, ch. 4
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WEEK 2 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

Phil. 3:10-11 "To know Him and the power of His resurrection and the
fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death, if perhaps I
may attain to the out-resurrection from the dead."

Natural ability and capability do not come to naught after having been
dealt with. The brokenness and putting to death by the cross is not the
final step. The real death of the cross always brings in resurrection. Jesus
of Nazareth was put to death on the cross, yet Christ was resurrected. After
Genesis 35, Jacob was completely dealt with and finished, yet a matured
Israel came forth. Therefore, the dealing of the cross always brings in
resurrection. The more one’s capabilities are dealt with by the cross, the
more capable one becomes. The more one’s wisdom is dealt with by the
cross, the wiser one becomes. Furthermore, this capability and wisdom are
in resurrection. (The Experience of Life, pp. 248-249)

Today's Reading

How can we differentiate natural ability from resurrected ability? How can
we tell which is an inherent ability and which is the ability that has been broken?
There are seven points of comparison. We shall look first at natural ability.

First, all natural ability is selfish, and all its schemes and devices are for
the sake of self. Second, all natural ability is mingled with the elements of
flesh and temper; therefore, when it is disapproved, it becomes provoked.
Third, all natural ability involves craftiness and maneuvering. Fourth,
all natural ability contains pride and makes oneself feel capable, thereby
resulting in boasting and self-glorification. Fifth, all natural ability is
not under the control of the Holy Spirit and is extremely daring in doing
anything. Sixth, all natural ability has no regard for the will of God; it acts
entirely according to self-will. Seventh, natural ability does not rely on God
and does not have to rely on God, but relies wholly upon self.
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Resurrected ability is exactly the opposite. First, all ability that has been
broken and resurrected is not for self, neither does it contain any element of
self. Second, all resurrected ability is devoid of the flesh. Third, resurrected
ability does not scheme. Fourth, resurrected ability is not proud nor does it
boast in itself. Fifth, resurrected ability is controlled by the Holy Spirit and
does not dare to act according to its wishes. Sixth, resurrected ability is for
the will of God. Seventh, resurrected ability relies upon God and does not
dare to act according to self, though truly able and capable. (The Experience
of Life, p. 249)

The working of the cross terminates our self so that we may experience
God in resurrection. The experience of the cross always issues in the
enjoyment of the God of resurrection. Such experience produces and forms
the ministry (2 Cor. 1:4-6). This experience is further described in 4:7-12.
Paul’s word shows us that we need to be terminated. We need to be brought
to an end. Then we will learn not to trust in ourselves but in God. For us
to say that we need to trust in God and not in ourselves is easy, but to be
wrought through in this matter needs a certain amount of experience. God
is working through the cross to terminate us. God is working to bring us to
an end, even to bring our spirituality, our spiritual attainment, to an end.
We may trust so much in our spiritual attainment, but even that has to be
terminated. (CWW.L, 1967, vol. 2, p. 139)

To arrive at the out-resurrection indicates that our entire being has been
gradually and continually resurrected. God first resurrected our deadened
spirit (Eph. 2:5-6); then from our spirit He proceeds to resurrect our soul
(Rom. 8:6) and our mortal body (Rom. 8:11), until our entire being—spirit,
soul, and body—is fully resurrected out of our old being by and with His
life. This is a process in life through which we must pass and a race that we
must run until we arrive at the out-resurrection as the prize. Hence, the out-
resurrection should be the goal and destination of our Christian life. We can
reach this goal only by being conformed to the death of Christ, by living a
crucified life. In the death of Christ we are processed in resurrection from the
old creation to the new. (Phil. 3:11, footnote 2)

Further Reading: The Experience of Life, ch. 11; CWWL,1967, vol. 2, “An
Autobiography of a Person in the Spirit,” pp. 135-142
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WEEK 2 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

John 12:24-25 "Truly, truly, | say to you, Unless the grain of wheat falls
into the ground and dies, it abides alone; but if it dies, it bears much
fruit. He who loves his soul-life loses it; and he who hates his soul-life
in this world shall keep it unto eternal life."

The Bible is profound, and many things revealed in it are mysterious.
Although there seems to be no reason for Hiram to be of the tribe of
Naphtali, [1 Kings 7:13-14] clearly tells that he was of this tribe. If we
consider the significance of Dan, Tyre, and Naphtali, we shall worship God.
Dan was a people of the serpent that bit the horse in the race of God (Gen.
49:17), and Tyre, a center filled with commerce, was related to Satan (Ezek.
28:12, 16). How marvelous that a man born of a woman of the people of the
serpent and of a man of the people related to Satan could eventually become
one of the tribe of Naphtali. Naphtali is a hind (Gen. 49:21), which is useful
to God. (Life-study of Genesis, p. 1106)

Today's Reading

According to the Bible, a hind signifies a person who trusts in God when
he is in a desperate situation [Hab. 3:17-19]....The hind also signifies the very
Christ who, having passed through the suffering of crucifixion, has entered
into resurrection for the sake of the church [Heb. 2:11-12]....Therefore, the
hind signifies a person who trusts in God, who walks upon the mountaintops,
and who lives by the resurrected Christ for God’s building.

There is a mysterious element in our regenerated life. Yes, we were born
of a “ Danite” mother and of a “Tyrian” father, but we have been regenerated
to be another person. Even the young ones among us can testify that certain
mysterious things have happened to them....The more you take this way, the
more mysterious you will become. (Life-study of Genesis, pp. 1106-1107)

If our natural capacity, natural ability, and natural virtues are not
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crossed out, they will cause a great deal of trouble and will be the source of
big mistakes. But if we allow our natural capacity, ability, and virtues to be
brought to the cross and die, we will be resurrected. Then in resurrection our
capability, ability, and virtues will be many times greater than they were in
the natural life. These things are still ours, but having passed through death
and burial, they are now in resurrection. This means that we ourselves, with
our capacity, ability, and virtues, have entered into resurrection. We continue
to exist, but we with our natural ability have been brought into resurrection.

The reality of resurrection is the Spirit, and the Spirit is the consummated
Triune God. Resurrection, therefore, is the consummated Triune God. Our
natural capacity, ability, and virtue need to be transferred from our natural
life into the consummated Triune God through death and burial. In ourselves
we are natural, but when we are transferred out of ourselves into God, who is
resurrection, we enter into resurrection.

God needs people who are highly educated. For example, he needed
someone like Moses, who was “educated in all the wisdom of the Egyptians”
(Acts 7:22). If Moses had not been an educated person, God would not have
used him to give the law. However, we should not trust our natural wisdom or
education. It is risky to put our trust in such things. We need to be one with
God. If we are one with God, we will put our natural wisdom and education to
the cross. The more we do this, the more we will be in resurrection.

It is never a loss to sow the “seed” of our natural ability into the ground.
When we sow a seed, we lose it temporarily, but eventually there will be a
harvest in resurrection.

In himself Nehemiah’s aggressiveness was natural, but in God his
aggressiveness was in resurrection. Nehemiah was an aggressive person who
loved God, the holy land, the holy temple, and the holy city, who contacted God
and had fellowship with Him, who trusted in God, and who was one with God.
As a result, he became the representative of God. We need to be clear about
this in order to understand the intrinsic significance of the type according to
the insight given by the Spirit. (Life-study of Nehemiah, pp. 14-15)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msgs. 85-86
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WEEK 2 Hymns #837
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1 We praise Thee, Lord, for Thy great plan 5 But, Lord, we fully realize

8 8 8 8 (837)
F K 2/2
That we Thy dwelling-place may be; These are not wrought men’s praise to rouse,

1-12|3-23|4-32[3---|3-33[4-32[1-71|2-—]
— R R fx mEt & O OEERM K BRI %

1-12) 3-53 | 4-53 3 [3-33|2-1- 953 1| Thou in the Son expressed might be.

Thou live in us, we filled with Thee, But as material to be built

Together for Thy glorious house.

wRiIRL JE A RS i,

RAET I 15 &

2 Though in Thine image made by Thee

6 Here, Lord, we give ourselves to Thee;

= FRAM e R B A, AR (eI, And given Thine authority, Receive us into Thy wise hands;
S5 1 - 5 i EHAE, T it ' '
TR L ERS, RENEEEE Yet we are only made of clay Bend, break, and build together in Thee
= MR BEZIRIE A A, HEREH RS 11, : L
iR B 5 (P ST S — 5 (B Without a trace of divinity. To be the house to meet Thy demands.
0 R 2 . W, SERII L 2, 3 When we receive Thee as our life, 7 Break all the natural life for us,
PRI, T4, BRARERIE —fk— = Thy nature we thru grace possess; Deal Thou with each peculiar way,
A fEE U, BAPTRA, 8 Sl I P PR, Mingled together, we with Thee That we no more independent be
IR, Boks, RS IRA SR L 2K,
o o One Body glorious will express. But with all saints are one for aye.
N, AR EEC, KRS T H,
IR IR, RIS, YE R IRRE 22 R 2 T, 4 When flows Thy life thru all our souls, 8 Then we shall be Thy Bride beloved,
+ KR4, VR4S, KRR R 5 BB, Filling, renewing every part, Together in Thy chamber abide,
NHEE, A HEE, Bl S BE A A ok — [, . : :
. e We will be pearls and precious stones, Enjoy the fulness of Thy love.
J\ 20tk BE 1R R B 1, EZIREFTETA,

JEIRE TS, BAHZLE,

T R IR

Changed to Thine image, as Thou art.

How Thou wilt then be satisfied!



I

ik
i

5:]

it




	Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (Spring 2013)
	General Subject: The Experience, Growth, And Ministry Of Life For The Body
	Message Titles
	Message One
	Outline
	Day 1
	Day 2
	Day 3

	Day 4
	Day 5
	Day 6


	Morning Nourishment
	DAY 1
	DAY 2
	DAY 3
	DAY 4
	DAY 5
	DAY 6
	DAY 6

	Hymns

	Message Two
	Outline
	Day 1
	Day 2
	Day 3
	Day 4
	Day 5

	Day 6


	Morning Nourishment
	DAY 1
	DAY 2
	DAY 3
	DAY 4
	DAY 5
	DAY 6

	Hymns

	Message Three
	Outline
	Day 1
	Day 2
	Day 3
	Day 4
	Day 5
	Day 6


	Morning Nourishment
	DAY 1
	DAY 2
	DAY 3
	DAY 4
	DAY 5
	DAY 6

	Hymns

	Message Four
	Outline
	Day 1
	Day 2
	Day 3
	Day 4
	Day 5
	Day 6

	Morning Nourishment
	DAY 1
	DAY 2
	DAY 3
	DAY 4
	DAY 5
	DAY 6

	Hymns

	Message Five
	Outline
	Day 1 & Day 2
	Day 3
	Day 4
	Day 5
	Day 6

	Morning Nourishment
	DAY 1
	DAY 2
	DAY 3
	DAY 4
	DAY 5
	DAY 6

	Hymns

	Message Six
	Outline
	Day 1
	Day 2
	Day 3
	Day 4
	Day 5
	Day 6

	Morning Nourishment
	DAY 1
	DAY 2
	DAY 3
	DAY 4
	DAY 5
	DAY 6

	Hymns

	Message Seven
	Outline
	Day 1
	Day 2
	Day 3
	Day 4
	Day 5
	Day 6

	Morning Nourishment
	DAY 1
	DAY 2
	DAY 3
	DAY 4
	DAY 5
	DAY 6

	Hymns

	Message Eight
	Outline
	Day 1
	Day 2
	Day 3
	Day 4
	Day 5
	Day 6

	Morning Nourishment
	DAY 1
	DAY 2
	DAY 3
	DAY 4
	DAY 5
	DAY 6

	Hymns


