—_O—=FEFill#
Bl g (—)
%+— 7
PRI —RE BB KA 4 R T 1k
WS BIRS ~22 113416 HA—7
4 El
B —

B AEERE BRI RLEE—

ME— 19 ~ 21 L.

— HAMEER  MAEEERZBRER

MEEX=—EIN3-5-11-13 XZ[
37 ~39 - ®#E=1~5"

Z TEMEEMERER . —.IN 8

lEREZNEREKEZE - BB —EAEWIRA
R RREERRRIA—2E—8 1123 +
11-19-

2Bt E - TENENAZERRER - HEERH
BNREEREESWAGLES  BEDZMEC - B
BE  ARMAZER  FRAN—T]) TERMRE #5
%M BRERME-1]), REZHmBM - FRMEN
Tt - NEN—1—4—14 16 ~ 17 B 21:

a HEMFRHENER  HEEBLEEMHARE—
N24 - H_—15~17-

"O—=FExFIXR - Fl1IREHEBER-F1E

2013 Summer Training

Crystallization-Study of GENESIS (1)

Message Eleven

Noah—the Life and Work That Can Change the Age

Scripture Reading: Gen. 6:5-22; 7:13, 16; Heb. 11:7
Outline
DAY 1
I. Noah'’s life was a life that changed the age—Phil. 1:19-21a:

A. God showed Noah the true situation of the corrupt age in which he
lived—Gen. 6:3, 5, 11, 13; Matt. 24:37-39; 2 Tim. 3:1-5.

B. “But Noah found favor [grace] in the sight of Jehovah”—Gen. 6:8:

1. When Satan has done his best to damage the situation, there have always been
some who found grace in the eyes of God to become ones who turned the age—
cf. Dan. 1:8; 9:23; 10:11, 19.

2. The main purpose of the record of Genesis is not to show the fall but to show
how much God’s grace can do for fallen people; grace is God Himself, the
presence of God, enjoyed by us to be everything to us and to do everything in
us, through us, and for us; grace is God coming to us to be our life supply, our
strength, and our everything—John 1:14, 16-17; Rev. 22:21:

a. The enjoyment of the Lord as grace is with those who love Him—Eph. 6:24;
John 21:15-17.
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my

. The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ as the bountiful supply of the Triune God is

enjoyed by us through the exercise of our human spirit—Heb. 10:29b; Gal. 6:18;
Phil. 4:23; Philem. 25; 2 Tim. 4:22.

. God's word is the word of grace—Acts 20:32; Col. 3:16; cf. Jer. 15:16.

. We experience the processed Triune God as the grace of life in meeting with the

saints on the ground of oneness—Psa. 133:3; 1 Pet. 3:7; Acts 4:33; 11:23.

. We can experience the Lord as our increasing and all-sufficient grace in the

midst of sufferings and trials—2 Cor. 12:9.

. We need to labor for the Lord in the power of His grace—1 Cor. 15:10, 58;

3:10, 12a.

. We need to be good stewards of the varied grace of God—1 Pet. 4:10; Eph. 3:2;

2 Cor. 1:15; Eph. 4:29.

. By the power of grace, the strength of grace, and the life of grace, we can be

right with God and with one another; grace produces righteousness—Heb. 11:7;
Rom. 5:17, 21.

DAY 2

. Like his great-grandfather Enoch (Gen. 5:22-24), Noah walked

with God by faith (6:9; Heb. 11:7), which was God’s divine element
transfused and infused into him to be his believing ability (Rom.
3:22); as a result, he became heir of God’s righteousness (cf. 4:3, 9)
and a herald of righteousness (2 Pet. 2:5) as a protest against the
evil generation; Noah's righteousness strengthened God's standing
to execute His judgment upon that ungodly generation.
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. The ark that Noah built is a type of the practical and present Christ

as God's salvation, and to build the ark is to build up the practical
and present Christ as God'’s salvation in our experience for the
building up of the Body of Christ as the corporate Christ; according
to Philippians, this is to work out our own salvation—2:12-13:

. To build the ark is to work out our own salvation, which is to build up Christ in

our experience for the building up of the Body of Christ, the corporate Christ.

. What Noah worked on and entered into was God’s salvation, the ark; we should

have a practical and present Christ into whom we can enter as God’s salvation.

DAY 3

. The salvation in Philippians 2:12 is not eternal salvation from God’s

condemnation and from the lake of fire but the daily and constant salvation
that is Christ as a living person; although we have eternal salvation, we need
further salvation from the crooked and perverted generation—v. 15.

. Today we are in the passage of God's salvation; we have entered into this passage,

and our going through this passage is our working out our own salvation:

. The more Noah built the ark, the more he passed through God’s salvation, and

eventually, he entered into what he worked out—Gen. 7:7.

. The very Christ whom we are building up in our experience today will become

our future salvation; one day, under God’s sovereignty we will enter into the
very Christ whom we have built up.

. Even today, if we build up Christ in our experience, we will be able to abide in

Christ, to dwell in Christ—John 15:5:

1) To build up Christ in our experience is to love the Lord, to talk to Him by
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calling on His name, and to fellowship with Him, living by Him and walking
together with Him day after day and hour after hour to be a “co- walker” with
God so that we can be a coworker with God—Gen. 5:22-24; 6:9.

2) Then we build up Christ in our experience so that we can enter into Him as our
salvation.

5. All four chapters of Philippians refer to the all-inclusive, living person of Christ
as our salvation:

a. In Philippians 1 salvation is to live Christ and magnify Christ in any
circumstance.

b. In Philippians 2 salvation is to reflect Christ by holding forth the word of life.

¢. In Philippians 3 salvation is the righteousness of God, that is, God Himself
embodied in Christ.

d. In Philippians 4 salvation is Christ Himself as the life that is true, digni fied,
righteous, pure, lovely, well spoken of, and full of virtue and praise.

DAY 4

I1.Noah’s work was a work that changed the age—2 Cor. 6:1;
Matt. 16:18; 1 Cor. 3:12a:

A. God gave Noah an all-inclusive revelation, a further revelation,
the revelation to build the ark, which was the way that God would
terminate the corrupted generation and bring in a new age; Noah
built the ark not according to his own imagination but absolutely
according to God's revelation and divine instructions by faith—Gen.
6:15a; Heb. 11:6-7; cf. Exo. 25:9: 1 Chron. 28:11-19; 1 Cor. 3:10-12;
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Eph. 2:20a:

. The ark is a type of Christ—not only the individual Christ but also the corporate

Christ, the church, which is the Body of Christ and the new man to consummate
in the New Jerusalem—1 Pet. 3:20-21; Matt. 16:18; 1 Cor. 12:12; Eph. 2:15-16;
Col. 3:10-11; Rev. 21:2.

. The building of the ark typifies the building of the corporate Christ, with the

element of Christ’s riches as the building material, by those who work together
with God—1 Cor. 3:9-12a; Eph. 4:12; 2:22.

. This building is the working of Christ into people to build them together by

Christ so that they may become God’s manifestation in the flesh—1 Tim. 3:15-16;
1Cor. 3:94a, 10, 12a; Rom. 11:36.

. By building the ark and entering into it, Noah was not only saved from

God's judgment on the evil generation through the flood but was also
separated from that generation and ushered into a new age—Gen. 6:5-22.

. Likewise, by building the church and entering into the church life,

we will be saved from God's judgment on today’s evil generation
through the great tribulation and will be separated from that
generation to be ushered into a new age, the age of the millennium —
Heb. 11:7; Matt. 24:37-39; Luke 17:26-27; 21:36; Rev. 3:10.

. The length of the ark was three hundred cubits, the width fifty cubits,

and the height thirty cubits (Gen. 6:15); the basic numbers in God'’s
building are three and five (cf. Exo. 27), which signify the mingling
of the Triune God with man through His divine dispensing (2 Cor.
13:14; Eph. 4:4-6).

DAY 5
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. The ark was of three stories: the lower, the second, and the third—Gen. 6:16:

. The three sections of the tabernacle signify the depths into which we all must

enter; the three stories of the ark signify the height to which we all must attain.

. The three stories of the ark signify the Triune God; the Spirit brings us to the

Son, and the Son brings us to the Father; when we come to the Father, we are
in the third story—Luke 15:4-7, 8-10, 18-23; Eph. 2:18.

. We need to enter into the deepest and highest intimacy with our Triune God so

that He can bring us to the “third story” to show us His mysteries, secrets, and
hidden treasures—1 Cor. 2:9; 2 Cor. 2:10; Exo. 33:11.

. In the ark there was one opening toward the heavens for light—Gen. 6:16:

. The Hebrew word for opening has the same root as the word for noon;

this means that when we are under the opening, the window, we are in the
noontime and are full of light—cf. Prov. 4:18.

. Just as there was only one window, one opening, in the ark, there is only

one window, one revelation, and one vision through one ministry in God’s
building—Acts 26:19; Gal. 1:6-9; 1 Tim. 1:3-4; cf. 2 Kings 2:2, 9, 13-15.

DAY 6

. There was only one door, one entrance, into the ark; this one door is

Christ—Gen. 7:13, 16; John 10:9:

. Noah’s entering into the ark is a type of our entering into Christ—3:16; Gal. 3:27.

. Once we believe into the Lord Jesus, we are “shut in” by God with no way to get

out of Him—cf. John 10:28-29; Psa. 139:7-12.

. The ark was made of gopher wood, a kind of cypress, a resinous wood
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that can withstand the attack of water; this is a figure of the crucified
Christ, who can withstand the waters of death—Gen. 6:14; Acts 2:24.

. The ark was covered within and without with pitch, a type of the

redeeming blood of Christ, which covers God'’s building within and
without—Gen. 6:14; Heb. 9:14; Exo. 12:13:

. The Hebrew word for pitch has the same root as the word for expiation, which

means “to cover”; Noah and his family were saved from the judgment of the
flood by the pitch upon the ark, signifying that the believers in Christ are saved
from God's judgment by the redeeming blood of Christ—Rom. 5:9.

. Whenever we look at the blood, we have peace; whenever God looks at the

blood, He is satisfied; whenever Satan looks at the blood, he is unable to attack;
whenever the angels look at the blood, they rejoice—Rev. 12:11.

. The water through which Noah passed is a figure of the water of

baptism—1 Pet. 3:20-21:

. The pitch on the ark, signifying the blood of Christ, saved Noah from the

judgment of the flood, whereas the water of the flood, signifying the water of
baptism, not only judged the world but also separated Noah from the evil age—
Exo. 14:26-30; Acts 2:40-41.

. The water of the flood delivered Noah out of the old manner of life into a new

environment; in like manner, the water of baptism delivers us out of the inherited
vain manner of life into a manner of life in resurrection in Christ—Rom. 6:3-5.
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« WEEK 11 — DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment

Gen. 6:7-9 "And Jehovah said, I will blot out the man whom | have created
from the surface of the ground...for | repent that I have made them. But
Noah found favor in the sight of Jehovah. These are the generations
of Noah. Noah was a righteous man, blameless in his generations; and
Noah walked with God."

The falls portrayed in the book of Genesis are the background of a very
positive picture which shows what God has done with the fallen human
race. The main purpose of the record of Genesis is not to show the fall, but
to show how much God's grace can do for fallen people. The fall is a black
background which helps us see a white picture....In Genesis 3 we saw man's
first fall and what God did for fallen mankind. In Genesis 4 we saw man's
second fall and something further which God did for the fallen people....We
shall see what God did as a result of man's third fall. (Life-study of Genesis,
p. 373)

Noah was able to walk with God (Gen. 6:9) in that crooked, perverted,
and adulterous generation because he found grace (cf. Heb. 4:16). Grace is
God coming to us to be our life supply, our strength, and our everything (see
footnote 1 on 1 Cor. 15:10). Such grace enabled Noah to overcome the flesh
and to live a righteous life (Ezek. 14:14; cf. Rom. 5:17-21 and footnotes). (Gen.
6:8, footnote 2)

Today's Reading

When God had His first look at mankind in Genesis 1, He was happy and
pleased with man [v. 31]. When God had another look at man in Genesis
6, He saw that man had become wicked and corrupt to the uttermost, and
it grieved Him that He had made man. What a change from Genesis 1!
Originally, man was on such a high level, but, beginning at chapter 3, he
descended lower and lower. What would you have done if you had been
God? Perhaps you would have said, “Forget about it.” But what about God's
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eternal purpose? Is not God the eternal God? Can the eternal God change?
God is not a temporary God, but an eternal God. In Him there is no shadow
of change (James 1:17). Once He makes a decision, it stands for eternity. If
God had forgotten His eternal purpose, His enemy would have laughed at
Him, saying, “You intended to create man to defeat me, but instead of You
defeating me, I have defeated You.” Will God be defeated? Never! Then what
should God do? The answer, the same in principle throughout the centuries,
Is found in Genesis 6:8: “But Noah found favor in the sight of Jehovah.”

This is one of the greatest verses in the book of Genesis. Satan was
glad to hear that God was going to destroy man from the face of the earth,
but Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord. That turned the situation
and changed the age. Hallelujah, God was not defeated! In the midst of
apparent defeat, there was victory through a man who found grace in the
eyes of the Lord. That was the turning point. If you read history along with
the Bible, you will see that in every generation, when Satan has done his
best to damage the situation to the uttermost, there has always been one
man or a few people who found grace in the eyes of God and who became
the ones who turned the age. Remember the history of Israel. Although
they degraded lower and lower until they reached the bottom, there was,
much to the surprise of the enemy, a young man named Daniel. Daniel 1:8
says, “But Daniel set his heart not to defile himself with the king's choice
provision and with the wine that the king drank.” There in the book of
Daniel it says, “But Daniel”; here in Genesis 6:8 it says, “But Noah.” At the
bottom of man's fall, there is always a “but.”

If we look at Noah's life, we shall see that it was not simply a matter of
walking with God or of building the ark. The basic and crucial point is that
God used Noah to change the age. The enemy had driven the situation to the
bottom, and even God repented that He had made man. There seemed to be
no hope. But Noah found grace. Noah's life was a life that changed the age.
(Life-study of Genesis, pp. 388-389)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msgs. 28-29
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<« WEEK 11 — DAY 2 >

Morning Nourishment

Heb. 11:7 "By faith Noah, having been divinely instructed concerning
things not yet seen and being moved by pious fear, prepared an ark for
the salvation of his house, through which he condemned the world, and
became heir of the righteousness which is according to faith."

Faith is not something produced out from ourselves. Faith is something
of God that is transfused into our being. The more we touch the throne
of God and the more we look to the Lord, the more we are transfused
and infused with all that He is. When He is transfused and infused into
our being, His very divine element infused within us becomes our faith.
When you touch the throne of grace and are transfused with God, you will
believe in God spontaneously. There is no need for you to strive to believe
in Him. Once God's element has been infused into you, something within
you springs up to believe in Him....We do not know how to believe, and we
cannot believe. However, if you simply come to the throne of grace, looking
unto Him, touching Him, and finding grace, you will be infused with the
believing God. He will believe in and for you. He will be your faith. (Life-
study of Genesis, p. 378)

Today's Reading

Like his great-grandfather Enoch (Gen. 5:22-24), Noah walked with
God by faith (Heb. 11:7), which was God's divine element transfused and
infused into him to be his believing ability (Rom. 3:22 and footnote). As a
result, he became heir of God's righteousness (cf. Rom. 4:3, 9) and a herald
of righteousness (2 Pet. 2:5) as a protest against the evil generation. Noah's
righteousness strengthened God's standing to execute His judgment upon
that ungodly generation. (Gen. 6:9, footnote 1)

As a continuation of Enoch, Noah not only walked with God (Gen. 6:9),
but went further and worked with God according to God's salvation (Gen.
6:14)....God wants to build up the ark for His testimony. He would not do it
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by Himself directly. He would only build up the ark through the persons who
are His co-workers. The co-workers of God must be co-walkers. If you do not
walk with God, you can never work with God. Are you building up the local
church? That is wonderful! But you have to walk with God.

The ark built by Noah was a type, not of a historical Christ, but of a
present Christ....We are building up a practical and present Christ to be a
salvation, not only to ourselves, but also to others. The local churches are
building up the ark for the salvation of so many others, because we are now
in a common interest with God.

God carries out His dispensation that He might be dispensed into all His
people. At least a little bit of the divine nature was dispensed into Adam.
More was dispensed into Abel. Still more was dispensed into Enosh and
into Enoch. A greater portion was dispensed into Noah so that he could
become a co-worker of God. He could have a common interest with God.
Are you not today's Noah? You have to say, Yes! Why? Because first you
got fallen, and then you got redeemed. Then you got brought back to God,
and today you are calling on His name. You also are walking with Him and
working with Him. What is your interest today? | have the assurance that
deep within you there is the conviction that your interest today is common
with God. Your interest is just God's interest. This is why you would forget
about so many other things except the church life. You love the church life
because God is for the church, and the church is God's interest. You are
one with God, so His interest is your interest. This means you are today's
Noah. Eventually Noah with his entire family entered into the ark, entered
into what he had worked for God and with God (Gen. 7:7) to be kept away
from the judgment of death-water. Today we should follow the same steps,
not only to work with God, but to enter into what we have worked with
God and for God, that we may enjoy the practical and present Christ and
be kept away from the judgment of death. (The Divine Dispensing of the
Divine Trinity, pp. 21-23)

Further Reading: The Divine Dispensing of the Divine Trinity, ch. 2; Life-
study of 1 & 2 Samuel, msg. 30
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<« WEEK 11 — DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

Phil. 2:12 "So then, my beloved, even as you have always obeyed, not as in
my presence only but now much rather in my absence, work out your
own salvation with fear and trembling."

Gen. 7:7 "And Noah and his sons and his wife and his sons' wives with him
went into the ark because of the waters of the flood."

Today we are saved. But we still need to work on Christ. Noah also was
saved before he began working on the ark. If he were not saved, how could
he have been charged to work together with God? By the time God came
and charged Noah to build the ark, he was already walking with God and in
the eyes of God was a righteous man in that age (Gen. 6:9)....Since he was
already saved, why did he need to build the ark? He needed further salvation
from the corrupted world.

Paul told us in Philippians 2:12 that we need to be obedient and to
work out our own salvation with fear and trembling. Although we have
been saved, we still need to work out our salvation. God's salvation is
not so short or so brief or so simple. God's salvation has a long span. We
have to enter into God's salvation and to go through from one end of
God's salvation to the other end. (The Divine Dispensing of the Divine
Trinity, p. 28)

Today's Reading

Today we are in the passage of God's salvation. We have entered into this
passage. Now we are going through this passage, and our going through is
our working....The more [Noah] built the ark, the more he passed through
God's salvation. Eventually he entered into what he worked out (Gen. 7:7).
Dear saints, the very Christ you are building up will become your future
salvation. One day under God's sovereignty you will enter into the very Christ
whom you have built up.

2013 Summer Training - Message 11 Morning Revival - Page 5



MMREBRNVEEPEEIRT - (ROEEESE
—EHFEENRA  ERMMEAMRAERENE
H - FHEEMUFREZNEERHT - 8% - RMER
HEEERAE S MEEERNENE TLAERIERE
EERH BEEREBZVEERNEEEEERER
NER - RELTREREEE - RUIRFARERE -
W% BolfFEE ERCEELHRTFRS
B BiEEELRAEH - (RARE - BREEE
BRE?RMTFEELREE  BEELARFE
BollFiEEx - RAAEE LMWEETRFEEEE -
MHAEEELREE - RESEEBEREGAMR
RT  EBEEFEEEEMTE—LREE - RAR
EEE  HEAFEMARE  BEERBEREERR?
MBREBCHEEMTILES - (RUOAE# - TR
AR - BEhAIRK - WRMIES - (RILAEKBLE -
8~ UBL - LEESAN—ERE - ARIRHERS
Whos - ERIREEHF—LEE -

RIMRMEB —RNBREEE - HEth3E - Rl
mE BtET BT ETHROEERANRE
FMMEERER - REA—UER - RSHEET -
EIREEMER - BES—E - MOREE—Z
BAREBAEZE  FHEHMHRRE FEMEERES -
tAE#E 1T - BIMERSKBEEMER - R
EEBSHAET  r EIRNEEERE - #thi’ 7 HER
El7E - .. EMENR - EEBREBRE - IRIAEEE
B MRBRESLA - FRIEMIKRNEE - MR8
ALROLEA - BEEREREH - HiZE - &
WiESs - SRZZE#ETT - (RFERNERES
1 HERIEHEIR - (RMMEMNEBEPEE—UEE -
EROJLUEARD - (ERIMATKE - HMIEFEE
SEEE (HE=—mMHESE - _/\Z=0HK) -

2 HE=—NHEDE  B=%; £wmY
BEARK . F$+==+0%% -

—O—=FEFINHR-FllREm REES-56H

If you work together with the Lord in your daily experience, you
surely build up something of Christ, and eventually you get into what you
have built up, and you dwell in this Christ as your enjoyment. Then you
abide in Christ. Many Christians realize that John 15 speaks of abiding
in Christ, but not many know what it means to abide in Christ. First you
need to build up Christ. If you do not build up Christ, you have no Christ
to abide in. Doctrinally this may sound strange, but experientially it is
right. You have Christ, but do you abide in Christ? We may have Christ
in doctrine and yet have no Christ in experience to abide in. Just to
have Christ in doctrine means nothing. You need to have Christ in your
experience. Just to believe in Christ is sufficient for you to have Him. But
to abide in Christ needs some building up. You have to build up Christ
for you to abide in Him. What does it mean to build up Christ? By your
experience you know. You have to love Him. You have to talk to Him by
calling on His name. You have to live by Him. You have to pass through
all the experiences of Adam and Abel and Enosh and Enoch, and then
you have to come to be Noah. Then you will have something built up.

If you spend from Monday through Saturday loving the Lord,
fellowshipping with Him, living by Him, and walking together with Him,
surely on the Lord's Day you would have the deep sensation that you are in
Christ. You would have a practical and present Christ for you to abide in. But
if, on the other hand, you spent from Monday through Saturday not loving
the Lord and not fellowshipping with Him, not living in Him, and not walking
with Him, even if you wanted to abide in Him today, you would feel that He
is absent. In your experience He is not with you....This would mean that for
the past week you did not build Christ. You did not work on the ark. So when
the flood came, you had no ark to enter into. But when you love Him and
fellowship with Him and live by Him and walk with Him day after day and
hour after hour, you build Him up in your experience. You build up a Christ
In your experience for you to enter into as your salvation. We all need to build
up Christ. (The Divine Dispensing of the Divine Trinity, pp. 28-30)

Further Reading: The Divine Dispensing of the Divine Trinity, ch. 3; The
Experience and Growth in Life, msgs. 13-14
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<« WEEK 11 — DAY 4 »

Morning Nourishment

Gen. 6:15 "...The length of the ark shall be three hundred cubits, its width
fifty cubits, and its height thirty cubits."

1 Pet. 3:20-21 "...In the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared;
entering into which, a few, that is, eight souls, were brought safely
through by water. Which water, as the antitype, also now saves you,
that is, baptism..."

The ark is a type of Christ (1 Pet. 3:20-21), not only the individual Christ
but also the corporate Christ, the church, which is the Body of Christ and the
new man (1 Cor. 12:12; Eph. 2:15-16; Col. 3:10-11). The building of the ark
typifies the building of the corporate Christ, with the element of Christ's riches
as the building material, by those who work together with God (1 Cor. 3:9-12a;
2 Cor. 6:1; Eph. 3:8-10; 4:12). By building the ark and entering into it, Noah
was not only saved from God's judgment on the evil generation through the
flood, but was also separated from that generation and ushered into a new age
(1 Pet. 3:20 and footnote 3). Likewise, by building the church and entering
into the church life, we will be saved from God's judgment on today's evil
generation through the great tribulation (Matt. 24:37-39; Luke 17:26-27; 1
Thes. 5:3) and will be separated from that generation (Luke 21:36; Rev. 3:10)
and ushered into a new age, the age of the millennium. (Gen. 6:14, footnote 1)

Today's Reading

God gave Noah what was nearly an all-inclusive revelation....Although Enoch
prophesied that when his son Methuselah died the deluge would come...and
that God's judgment would be executed upon the corrupted earth, and although
he even prophesied about the Lord's coming (Jude 14), Enoch never received
the vision of the way that God would terminate the corrupted generation and
bring in a new age....One day, God came to Noah and revealed it to him. As a
result of this, Noah's view of godly things was greatly broadened, and he saw
much more than all his forefathers did....We all need such a revelation.
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In principle, our situation is exactly the same as Noah's. Today's
generation is corrupt, and the earth is filled with evil and violence. It seems
that, according to man's concept, God has been defeated and driven out of
the earth....From the first century of the Christian era until the present...we
have inherited all the godly ways that were exercised in the past centuries.
But should we stop here?...How about God's purpose?...He needs an ark that
can bring His people out of this generation and start a new age....We cannot
build the ark by our imagination. Like Noah, we must receive a revelation
concerning God's need of the ark.

The ark had three stories (Gen. 6:16). Since the height of the ark was thirty
cubits [v. 15], each story must have been ten cubits high. These dimensions
are very meaningful.

In the Bible the number three firstly signifies the Triune God—God the
Father, God the Son, and God the Spirit (Matt. 28:19), [particularly in His
dispensing of Himself into people]. Whenever the Bible speaks of God
mingling with man, of God entering into man, or of God being dispensed
into man, it always uses the matter of the Trinity. Consider, for example, 2
Corinthians 13:14: “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.”...[This] is the Triune
God in the process of dispensing, of getting Himself into us, and of bringing
us into all His riches.

The number five...[as illustrated by] the five fingers on each of your hands
[is]...composed of four plus one....The thumb is number one, representing
the one God as the Creator. Four is the number of God's creature, like the
four living creatures (Rev. 4:6). Thus, four plus one means man, God's
creature, plus God....God's building is simply to build Himself into us, and
us into Him, making Him one with us and making us one with Him. So, in
the ark, the basic numbers of three and five signify that this building is the
mingling of God and man. (Life-study of Genesis, pp. 392-393, 399-400,

402-403)

Further Reading: Truth Lessons—Level Two, vol. 2, Isns. 16-17
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<« WEEK 11 — DAY 5 »

Morning Nourishment

Gen. 6:16 "You shall make an opening for light for the ark, and you shall
finish it up to a cubit from the top; and you shall put the entrance of the
ark in its side; you shall make it with lower, second, and third stories."

Eph. 2:18 "For through Him we both have access in one Spirit unto the
Father."

The first, second, and third stories signify the height of the ark [Gen.
6:16]. The three sections of the tabernacle signify the depths into which we
all must enter. The three stories of the ark signify the height which we all
must attain. In one sense we are getting deeper, and in another sense we are
getting higher. Undoubtedly, the three stories of the ark signify the Triune
God. In the Trinity of the Godhead, we always say, the Father, the Son, and
the Spirit. Which person of the Trinity is the first story? It is easy to say who
is the second, for we all know that the Son is in the middle. But is God the
Father or God the Spirit the first story? In Luke 15 we find three parables:
the shepherd recovering the lost sheep, the woman seeking and finding the
lost coin, and the father receiving the returned prodigal. The first parable
concerns the Son, the second concerns the Spirit, and the third concerns
the Father. According to our experience, the Spirit firstly came to us, found
us, brought us to the Son, and inspired us to believe in the Son. After we
believed in the Son, we called, “O Father.” The Spirit brings us to the Son,
and the Son brings us to the Father. When we come to the Father, we are in
the third story. (Life-study of Genesis, p. 404)

Today's Reading

The first story of the ark is of the Spirit. Many Christians like to talk about
the so-called baptism in the Holy Spirit and about the charismatic things, but
this is all in the first story. We all must go to the Spirit in order to know the
Son, Christ. To know Christ is different; it is higher. Someday we shall all reach
the story of the Father. This is the highest, greatest, and most mysterious.
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Suppose I have a residence of three stories. If you are not my special friend, I
would only admit you into the first story. I would not allow you into the second.
If you are my good friend, I would admit you into the second story. However,
unless you are so intimately related to me, | would never bring you into the
third story to show you some of my mysteries, secrets, and hidden treasures.

Suppose that you are now in the ark. Would you prefer to stay in the first,
second, or third story? | have no doubt that Noah, his sons, and daughters-
in-law were in the third story....I can testify to you that I have passed the first
story. | want to go higher and higher.

Following this, we come to the matter of light. In the ark there was
one window toward the heavens (Gen. 6:16). That was the skylight. The
Hebrew word for window, [or opening,] has the same root as the word
for noon. This means that when you are under the window, you are in the
noontime. You are in the sunshine and are full of light. Whether you are
in the first, second, or third story is proved by the degree of light that you
have. I have seen a good number of fervent Christians. In a sense they
were on fire, but they were not so much in the light. I have also met some
other dear saints whose presence made everything clear....Whenever a
person sat down with [Brother Nee], all of his darkness vanished, and
everything became clear. In his presence it was noontime....The more
light you have, the higher you are, and the less light you have, the lower
you are.

There was only one window in the ark....There is only one window and
only one light. The apostle Paul said that we must reject the doctrines
different from what he preached and taught (Gal. 1:6-9; Rom. 16:17; 1
Tim. 1:3). In God's economy and in God's church there should be only
one window. The light should not come from the north, south, east, or
west, but from the sky. In the building of God, there is only one window,
one revelation, and one vision. The light comes from above. (Life-study of
Genesis, pp. 405-406)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msg. 30
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« WEEK 11 — DAY 6 >

Morning Nourishment

Gen. 6:14 "Make yourself an ark of gopher wood; you shall make rooms in
the ark and shall cover it within and without with pitch."

16-17 "...You shall put the entrance of the ark in its side;...And now I am about
to bring a flood of water upon the earth to destroy from under heaven all
flesh in which is the breath of life; everything that is on the earth shall die."

The ark had one door, [or entrance,]| on the side (Gen. 6:16). No one
has ever dropped into the ark from the heavens. We all came in through
the side. There is only one door, one way, to get in....In the ark there is one
opening for the light and one entrance for all to get in. We all, including the
apostle Paul, came through the same door. The door is Christ. (Life-study
of Genesis, p. 406)

Today's Reading

The ark was made of gopher wood (Gen. 6:14)..., [which] is a cypress, full
of resin; it is a kind of resinous wood. It can stand the attack of water....Gopher
wood was able to withstand the attack of the flood water....Cypress is a figure
of the crucified Christ. The crucified Christ can withstand the waters of
death. He tasted death, and death could do nothing to Him. The ark made of
gopher wood passed through the flood, and the flood attacked it again and
again, but no damage was incurred. This signifies the solidness of Christ as
the crucified One. Christ is the real gopher wood....The flood waters of death
cannot damage Him.

Christ is not only the crucified One, but also the One who shed His blood
to cover us from the penalty of our sins. So, the ark was pitched within
and without with pitch (6:14). The Hebrew word for pitch has the same
root as the Hebrew word for atonement [or expiation]. The main meaning
of this Hebrew root is “to cover.” The word for the cover of the Ark of the
Testimony, the mercy seat, also comes from this same root. This means that
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in Christ we have the full covering. We all are covered with His redemption.
Death cannot damage Him, and so no condemnation or judgment can reach
us, because we are under the covering of Christ's redemption.

The pitch signifies the redeeming of Christ, which covers God's building
within and without....Perhaps when the flood was attacking the ark, the
people within were frightened....The pitch inside the ark was for their peace.
The pitch outside the ark was for God's satisfaction. The covering of the pitch
without was also for Satan and the angels. This is a picture of the blood.
Whenever we look at the blood, we have peace. Whenever God looks at the
blood, He is satisfied. Whenever Satan looks at the blood, he is unable to
attack. Whenever the angels look at the blood, they rejoice.

To be saved through water is a matter of baptism. First Peter 3:20-21 reveals
that the water through which Noah passed was a figure of baptism. It may be
considered as the first mention of baptism in the Bible. Thus, it was the seed of
baptism. This seed of baptism was firstly developed in the case of the children
of Israel passing through the Red Sea....The passing through the waters of the
Red Sea was a clear type of the baptism with water [cf. 1 Cor. 10:1-2]. Later,
when the New Testament age came, the first thing that transpired to open up
this age was baptism with water. God sent John the Baptist to carry this out.

Undoubtedly Noah was under God's condemnation. He was also under
the evil power of the age in which he lived. Noah built an ark which was
pitched within and without with pitch. The pitch was a type of the redeeming
blood. Thus, Noah was saved from God's judgment by the pitch upon the ark.

The flood sent by God was a judgment upon the evil world. That
judging flood [saved and] separated Noah from that age....The water
that judged the world saved Noah from that evil generation. As a result
of the two aspects of God's full salvation, Noah was saved from God's
condemnation as well as from that evil generation. (Life-study of Genesis,

PP. 406-407, 412, 414-415)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msg. 31; The Vision of the Age,
chs. 2-3
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WEEK 11 — HYMN
Hymns, #1268

1

When Noah worked upon the ark as God to him decreed,

So many others watched, yet to his words they gave no heed.

But Noah heard the voice of God and did His word obey;

His business was to build the ark; he couldn't waste a day.

Now Jesus' testimony, we in the churches see,

The ark of testimony built in each locality.

2

The generation at that time was evil and perverse;

The wickedness upon the earth was waxing worse and worse.
But Noah stood against the age and ne'er the vision lost.

The ark of testimony must be built at any cost.

4

One day the ark was finished and eight souls were led aboard.
God shut the door and then the heavens opened and outpoured.
It rained, but Noah took no thought for he was safe inside.
When all the earth was flooded, he above it all did ride.

5

The ark was just God's testimony on the earth that time.

For God had found a corporate man through whom His light could shine.
He needed something built through which He'd fully be expressed,
And now it is the local church where God is manifest.

6

Be careful lest this age would lead you from God's heart's desire.
For Jesus' testimony must set all our hearts afire.

The local churches are the ark, God's testimony true.

For this we leave the age behind and give our hearts anew.
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