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2013 Summer Training

Crystallization-Study of GENESIS (1)

Message Four

God Creating Man in His Own Image for His Expression

Scripture Reading: Gen. 1:26-27; Col. 1:15; 2 Cor. 3:18; Rom. 8:29; Rev. 21:11

Outline
DAY 1

“Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our
likeness... And God created man in His own image; in
the image of God He created him”—Gen. 1:26a, 27a:

. Let Us make man reveals that a council was held among the three of

the Godhead regarding the creation of man—v. 26a:

. The decision to create man was made in eternity past, indicating that the

creation of man was for the eternal purpose of the Triune God—Eph. 3:9-11.

. God’s intention in creating man was to carry out His divine economy for the

dispensing of Himself into man—1 Tim. 1:4; Rom. 8:11.

. God created man in His own image, according to His likeness—Gen.

1:26a:

. God’s image, referring to God’s inner being, is the expression of the inward

essence of God’s attributes, the most prominent of which are love (1 John 4:8),
light (1:5), holiness (Rev. 4:8), and righteousness (Jer. 23:6).
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. God's likeness, referring to God’s form (Phil. 2:6), is the expression of the

essence and nature of God’s person.

. God’s image and God'’s likeness should not be considered as two separate

things—Gen. 1:26a:

. Man’s inward virtues, created in man’s spirit, are copies of God’s attributes and

are the means for man to express God’s attributes.

. Man’s outward form, created as man’s body, is a copy of God’s form.

. God created man to be a duplication of Himself so that man may have the

capacity to contain God and express Him:

. All other living things were created “according to their kind” (wv. 11-12, 21, 24-

25), but man was created according to God's kind (cf. Acts 17:28-29a).

. Since God and man are of the same kind, it is possible for man to be joined to

God and to live together with Him in an organic union—John 15:5; Rom. 6:5;
11:17-24; 1 Cor. 6:17.

. Christ the Son is “the image of the invisible God,” “the effulgence of

His glory and the impress of His substance”—the expression of what
God is—Col. 1:15; Heb. 1:3:

. Christ the Son, as God’s embodiment, is the image of the invisible God, the

expression of the essence of God's attributes—Col. 2:9; 1:15; 2 Cor. 4:4; Heb. 1:3.

. Man was created according to Christ with the intention that Christ would enter

into man and be expressed through man—Col. 1:27; Phil. 1:20-21a.
DAY 2

. God'’s purpose in the creation of man in His image and according to

His likeness is that man would receive Him as life and express Him
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in all His attributes—Gen. 1:26-27; 2:9:

. God created man in His image and according to His likeness because His

intention is to come into man and to be one with man—Eph. 3:17a.

. God created man in His own image so that through His economy man may

receive His life and nature and thereby become His expression—1 Tim. 1:4;
John 3:16; 2 Pet. 1:4; 2 Cor. 3:18.

. God created man in such a way that man has the capacity to contain God’s love,

light, righteousness, and holiness—1 John 4:8; 1:5; Eph. 4:24; 5:2, 8-9.

. Because we were created according to God's kind, our human virtues have the

capacity to contain the divine attributes—2 Cor. 10:1; 11:10.
DAY 3

. For God to create man in His image means that God created man

with the intention that man would become a duplicate of God, the
reproduction of God, for His corporate expression; this reproduction
makes God happy because it looks like Him, speaks like Him, and
lives like Him—John 12:24; Rom. 8:29; Heb. 2:10; 1 John 3:1-2.

. In the Bible there is a mysterious thought concerning the relationship

between God and man—Gen. 1:26; Ezek. 1:26; 1 John 3:2b; Rev. 4:3a;
21:11b:

. God's desire is to become the same as man is and to make man the same as He

i s—1 John 3:2b.

. God's intention is to work Himself in Christ into us, making Himself the same

as we are and making us the same as He is—Eph. 3:17a.

. God’s economy is to make Himself man and to make us, His created beings,
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God so that He is God “man-ized” and we are man “God-ized”—John 1:14;
Rom. 1:3-4.

DAY 4

The pronouns them in Genesis 1:26-28 and their in 5:2 indicate
that Adam was a corporate man, a collective man, including all
mankind:

God did not create many men; He created mankind collectively in one person,
Adam.

God created such a corporate man in His image and according to His likeness
so that mankind might express God corporately.

DAY 5

Christ’s incarnation and God-man living fulfilled God’s
intention in His creation of man—1:26-27; John 1:1, 14;
Luke 1:31-32, 35; 2:40, 52:

The incarnation of Christ is closely related to God'’s purpose in
the creation of man in His image and according to His likeness—
that man would receive Him as life and express Him in His divine
attributes—Gen. 1:26; 2:9; Acts 3:14a; Eph. 4:24.

The Lord Jesus was born of the human essence with the human
virtues in order to uplift these virtues to such a standard that they
can match God's attributes for His expression—Luke 1:35:

As the One who was conceived of the divine essence with the divine attributes
to be the content and reality of His human virtues, Christ fills the empty human
virtues— Matt. 1:18, 20.
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. The divine purpose of attributes fill, strengthen, enrich, and sanctify the human

virtues for the expressing God in the human virtues.

. When the Lord Jesus saves us, He comes into us as the One with the

human virtues filled with the divine attributes—Luke 2:10-11, 25-32;
19:9-10:

. As the life-giving Spirit, He enters into us to bring God into our being and to fill

our virtues with God's attributes—1 Cor. 15:45b; 6:17.

. Such a life saves us from within and uplifts our human virtues, sanctifying and

transforming us—Rom. 5:10; 12:2.

DAY 6

I11. In His incarnation Christ put on human nature and

became in the likeness of men (Phil. 2:6-8) so that
through His death and resurrection man may obtain
God’s eternal, divine life (1 Pet. 1:3; 1 John 5:11-12)
and by that life be transformed and conformed to the
image of Christ inwardly (2 Cor. 3:18; Rom. 8:29) and
transfigured into the likeness of Christ’s glorious body
outwardly (Phil. 3:21); in this way we may be the same
as Christ (1 John 3:2b) and may express God with Him
to the universe (Eph. 3:21):

A. By beholding the glory of the resurrected and ascended Lord with an

unveiled face, we are “being transformed into the same image”—the
image of the resurrected and glorified Christ—2 Cor. 3:18.

B. God has predestinated us to be conformed to the image of the firstborn

Son of God; as the end result of transformation, conformation includes
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the changing of our inward essence and nature and also of our outward
form so that we may match the glorified image of Christ—Rom. 8:29.

C. In Genesis 1:26 we see a corporate man created in God's image for
His expression, and in Revelation 21 we see the New Jerusalem
as the ultimate development and consummation of the image in
Genesis 1:26; the city of God is the corporate expression of God,
bearing the image of God and shining with the glory of God—Rev.
4:3; 21:11.
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« WEEK 4 —DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment

Gen. 1:26-27 "And God said, Let Us make man in Our image, according to
Our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and
over the birds of heaven and over the cattle and over all the earth and
over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth. And God created
man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and
female He created them."

After God created [the plant life and the animal life], God still needed
to create man as the highest created life to express Himself in His image
and after His likeness. To accomplish this work, there is the need of the
Triune God—the Father, the Son, and the Spirit—to work on man. This
is fully proven by the following books of the whole Bible. (Life-study of
Genesis, p. 62)

Let Us [in Genesis 1:26]...reveals that a council was held among the
three of the Godhead regarding the creation of man. The decision to create
man had been made by the Triune God in eternity past, indicating that the
creation of man was for the eternal purpose of the Triune God (Eph. 3:9-11).
God's intention in creating man was to carry out His divine economy for the
dispensing of Himself into man (1 Tim. 1:4 and footnote 3, par. 1). This is
fully unveiled in the following books of the Bible. (Gen. 1:26, footnote 1)

Today's Reading

God's image, referring to God's inner being, is the expression of the
inward essence of God's attributes, the most prominent of which are love
(1 John 4:8), light (1 John 1:5), holiness (Rev. 4:8), and righteousness (Jer.
23:6). God's likeness, referring to God's form (Phil. 2:6), is the expression
of the essence and nature of God's person. Thus, God's image and God's
likeness should not be considered as two separate things. Man's inward
virtues, created in man's spirit, are copies of God's attributes and are the
means for man to express God's attributes. Man's outward form, created

2013 Summer Training - Message 4 Morning Revival - Page 1



= HERBVENRR - BLE - #IEARB B CHE
X FEARREMUEZERMERE - Ett—1U0E
MElE THEHME, EV(Al—11~12 21~
24~25) - NANZIEHEEER (2 1+t 28~29
L) - BRSAMEARLE - AMMATIAEEMES -
MEEHNBAREMRBIE (K135 - 28755 -
+—17~24 - #EI/N17) -

FTEEISHNWERIES (B9) - SR
RBZumE  SWEMHEZRE/MNEE (— 15 - FiE
M4.3R—3) - ASREEEREN - BWEE

BEIANRR  WESASERE (B— 27 BF—
20~21 k) - ZEMAZENRI - &8 - KIBEEK
BEE (N 2123 - %E&€M7) - 24 BENS
RS FLEAM  ABAREKIN (BEZ6~8) - &
U AFEE#MRYIEEIENE - clLUSEMHKE - HEN
G (RAI—3 - =R 11~12) - TEHERER
EEmFUEE - BEKEENTE (MFE=18 -
#J)\ 29) - EINETUNERI - BREERIE
HEE (B=21) r FABBE—& X (V==
2F)  rHEBE—RREFHEZHEM ($=21) -

RENAMASHINER - FapEEMEN - B
FERBHNERNSED - ALt - NEFEESHE
Hantel - BRMFANEDG  EFASSHNERME
BAM(BIZ”OoHEE2) (EEKREX -BI—265E2) -

(ZIRNEBAE—F+HE - ) HEAEBRL
BHAVE 7 - MEIERYNIE - MAERENE (R—
3) - HERMHNE - ZEMINFRE -  ERENEGE - £=F
EMENR - TEEMIAEEM—tIBHEN=
BrWEE (BB 652) - ERERNREA=
ETaMHE=F1+/\GHEEEE (A —1551) -

SiE  AIEEEREE BB HERE—
BE— - B=IR -

—O—=FEFIIHR-FA4ARREES-5E5258H

4

)]

|

as man's body, is a copy of God's form. Thus, God created man to be a
duplication of Himself that man may have the capacity to contain God and
express Him. All the other living things were created “according to their
kind” (Gen. 1:11-12, 21, 24-25), but man was created according to God's kind
(cf. Acts 17:28-29a). Since God and man are of the same kind, it is possible
for man to be joined to God and to live together with Him in an organic
union (John 15:5; Rom. 6:5; 11:17-24; 1 Cor. 6:17).

Christ the Son, as God's embodiment (Col. 2:9), is the image of the
invisible God, the expression of the essence of God's attributes (Col. 1:15; 2
Cor. 4:4; Heb. 1:3). Man was created according to Christ with the intention
that Christ would enter into man and be expressed through man (Col.
1:27; Phil. 1:20-21a). Created man is a living vessel, a container, to contain
Christ (Rom. 9:21, 23; 2 Cor. 4:7). Eventually, in His incarnation Christ put
on human nature and became in the likeness of men (Phil. 2:6-8) so that
through His death and resurrection man may obtain God's eternal, divine
life (1 Pet. 1:3; 1 John 5:11-12) and by that life be transformed and conformed
to the image of Christ inwardly (2 Cor. 3:18; Rom. 8:29) and transfigured
into the likeness of Christ's glorious body outwardly (Phil. 3:21) that he may
be the same as Christ (1 John 3:2b) and may express God with Him to the
universe (Eph. 3:21).

Created man was a duplication of God in God's image and likeness, but
he did not have the reality of God or the life of God. Thus, he still needed to
receive God as his life by eating of the tree of life so that he might have the
reality of God to express Him (Gen. 2:9 and footnote 2). (Gen. 1:26, footnote 3)

[According to Colossians 1:15] God is invisible. But the Son of His love,
who is the effulgence of His glory and the impress of His substance (Heb.
1:3), is His image, expressing what He is. The image here is not a physical
form but an expression of God's being in all His attributes and virtues (see
footnote 62 in Phil. 2). This interpretation is confirmed by Colossians 3:10
and 2 Corinthians 3:18. (Col. 1:15, footnote 1)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msg. 6; Truth Lessons—Level
One, vol. 1, Isn. 3
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<« WEEK 4 — DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment
Eph. 3:17 "That Christ may make His home in your hearts through faith..."

2 Cor. 3:18 "But we all with unveiled face, beholding and reflecting like a
mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image
from glory to glory, even as from the Lord Spirit."

God's purpose in the creation of man in His image and after His likeness
was that man would receive Him as life and express Him in all His attributes.

If we have an all-inclusive view of the entire revelation in the Scriptures,
both of the Old Testament and of the New Testament, we shall see that God
designed man to be one with Him. God made this design in eternity past. It
is a great matter that God designed man to be one with Him. Of course, in
the Bible we cannot find the word design used with respect to man's being
one with God. Nevertheless, if we have an all-inclusive view of the revelation
in the holy Word, we shall see that in eternity past God designed man to be
one with Him. (Life-study of Luke, pp. 483-484)

Today's Reading

We may use the designing and building of a house as an illustration
of God's design concerning man. Before we build a house, we first need a
design. Likewise, in the Bible we have both God's design and His building.
Throughout the Scriptures we have a complete revelation of God's building.
For His building God had a design. He designed to have man and that man
should be one with Him. (Life-study of Luke, p. 484)

Now we need to ask why God created man in His own image, making man
a copy of Himself, and why God created man with a spirit. God's economy
is the answer to these questions. John 4:24 tells us that God is Spirit and
that we must worship Him in spirit. Only the spirit can worship the Spirit.
God created man in His own image, after His own likeness, with a spirit to
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worship Him and contact Him because of His divine economy. The divine
economy is to carry out the divine dispensing of God into man. God created
man in His own image...with a spirit so that He could dispense Himself into
man. (The Divine Economy, p. 14)

God created us in His own image so that we would be His expression (Gen.
1:26). We are God's vessels to contain Him so that He may be expressed
through us (Rom. 9:23). God chose us and predestinated us before the
foundation of the world so that we would be conformed to the image of His
Son (Eph. 1:4-5; Rom. 8:29). (The Meaning of Human Life and a Proper
Consecration, p. 44)

Man was made in God's image. The man created by God, therefore, has love,
light, and the capacity to be righteous and holy. Even though we are fallen, we
still have in our fallen condition love, light, and the capacity to be right and to be
holy like God. For God to create man in His own image means that God created
man with the capacity to have His love, light, righteousness, and holiness.
Human love, light, righteousness, and holiness are what we call the human
virtues. These virtues were created by God....The human virtues were created by
God to contain His attributes. Human love, light, righteousness, and holiness are
created capacities to contain the divine love, light, righteousness, and holiness.

People everywhere agree that hating others is contrary to our conscience.
Furthermore, it is also contrary to our conscience to lie, steal, and do things
in darkness. Even an unsaved person may have the sense that it would be
unrighteous to keep extra change given to him by mistake in a restaurant or store.

The point here is that man was made by God to have love and light and to
walk righteously and to be holy. Man has these virtues because he was created
in God's image, in the image of God's love, light, righteousness, and holiness.
The human virtues created by God are the capacity to contain God's attributes.
God created man in this way with the intention that man would take Him as
the tree of life to be his life and content. (Life-study of Luke, pp. 489-490)

Further Reading: The Divine Economy, chs. 1-2; The Meaning of Human
Life and a Proper Consecration, chs. 2-3
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<« WEEK 4 — DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

John 12:24 "Truly, truly, I say to you, Unless the grain of wheat falls into
the ground and dies, it abides alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit."

Rom. 8:29 "Because those whom He foreknew, He also predestinated to
be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the Firstborn
among many brothers."

According to the Bible the image of God is related to His duplication. In
Genesis 1 “image” is for God to be duplicated, to be “copied” in man. This
means that man was created in such a way that he could become God's
duplication, His copy....Since God created man for the purpose of man's
becoming His duplication, and since this purpose is indicated by the use
of the word image, we may go on to say that the word image implies the
capacity to contain God. If man did not have the capacity to contain God,
how could he become God's duplication, His copy? In order for man to be a
copy of God, man must have the capacity or ability to contain what God is.
(Life-study of Luke, p. 486)

Today's Reading

God's real hobby is to have His reproduction in many nations around the
globe. Such a reproduction makes God happy because His reproduction looks
like Him, speaks like Him, and lives like Him. God is in this reproduction,
and His reproduction has His life, His nature, and His constitution. What a
great matter this is! (Life-study of 1 & 2 Chronicles, p. 11)

In the Bible there is a mysterious thought concerning the relationship
between God and man. God's desire is to become the same as man is and to
make man the same as He is. This means that God's intention is to mingle
Himself with man and thereby make Himself like man and make man like
Him. The Lord Jesus is the God-man; He is the complete God and the perfect
man. We may also say that He is the Man-God. The One whom we worship
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today is the Man-God. Furthermore, to be a man of God, as Moses was (Deut.
33:1; Josh. 14:6; Psa. 90, title), is to be a God-man, a man who is mingled
with God. It is a delight to God that all His chosen and redeemed people
would be God-men. (Life-study of Ezekiel, p. 124)

We need God to work Himself in Christ into us as our life, our nature,
and our constitution. As a result, we are not simply a man according to
God's heart—we are God in life and in nature but not in the Godhead....In
order to accomplish this, God in Christ became a man and went through
some processes that this man could be designated something divine. In
resurrection He was designated the firstborn Son of God. In and through
resurrection Christ, the firstborn Son of God, became the life-giving Spirit,
who now enters into us to impart, to dispense, Himself as life into our being
to be our inner constitution, to make us a God-man just like Him. He was
God becoming man, and we are man becoming God in life and in nature but
not in the Godhead. (Life-study of 1 & 2 Samuel, p. 168)

My burden is to show you clearly that God's economy and plan is to
make Himself man and to make us, His created beings, “God,” so that He
is “man-ized” and we are “God-ized.” In the end, He and we, we and He, all
become God-men. Hence, it is not enough for us to be good men, spiritual
men, or holy men. These are not what God is after. What God wants today
is God-men. God does not expect us to improve ourselves, because God is
not after our being good men. He wants us to be God-men. He is our life
and everything to us for the purpose that we would express Him and live
Him out.

We are like a picture, which has His image, but is without His life. After
we are regenerated, this picture becomes the “real” person, having His life
and nature, and being the same as He is. He is God “man-ized,” and we
are man “God-ized.” In the end, the two become one, both being God-men.
This is the divine revelation of the Bible. (A Deeper Study of the Divine

Dispensing, p. 54)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 & 2 Chronicles, msgs. 2, 4, 13; Life-study
of Ezekiel, msg. 12
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« WEEK 4 — DAY 4 »

Morning Nourishment

1 Cor. 15:45 "So also it is written, “The first man, Adam, became a living
soul”; the last Adam became a life-giving Spirit."

Col. 1:15 "Who is the image of the invisible God, the Firstborn of all
creation."”

The pronouns them [in Genesis 1:26-28] and their in 5:2 indicate that
Adam was a corporate man, a collective man, including all mankind. God
did not create many men; He created mankind collectively in one person,
Adam. God created such a corporate man in His image and according to
His likeness so that mankind might express God corporately. (Gen. 1:26,
footnote 4)

Today's Reading

On the sixth day God created the cattle and the beasts of the earth. This is the
life that can do something for man. The life of a dog is much stronger than that
of a fish. Then there is the highest life among the creatures, which is the human
life. This is a life that not only can live in death, be transcendent, work for God,
and do the will of God but also can express and represent God. This is a life with
the image of God and the authority of God. It is at this point that God rested.

The completion of God's work is a life with His image and His authority.
We may have thought that God rested because He had finished His work. But
as long as there is not a life with the image and authority of God, there is no
rest for God. (The Central Thought of God, p. 17)

In the Bible Adam as the first man is a type of the Christ who was to come
(Rom. 5:14). As a type of Christ, Adam prefigured Christ. Whatever purpose
God had for Adam and whatever work He did in Adam were to be carried out
in and through Christ.

In God's creation Adam was the center of all creation. God first
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established the heavens and prepared the earth, and then He created man.
He first made the light, the expanse, and the land, and then He created the
grass, the herbs, the trees, the fish, the birds, the cattle, the beasts, and the
creeping things. Eventually, He created Adam. Thus we see that the heavens
are for the earth, and the earth with the different kinds of living things is for
man. Therefore, man is the center of God's creation. This is a type of Christ
as the real center of God's creation, because in Him, through Him, and unto
Him all things were created, the things in the heavens and on the earth, the
visible and the invisible, whether thrones, lordships, rulers, or authorities.

Adam was created as the head of the human race, and the human race was
the center of God's creation. Therefore, Adam was the head of God's creation.
This is a type of Christ as the Head of all God's creation.

Adam was created in God's image and according to God's likeness (Gen.
1:26). This typifies that Christ bears God's image and likeness. Colossians
1:15 says that Christ “is the image of the invisible God.” God is invisible. But
Christ, who is the effulgence of His glory and the impress of His substance
(Heb. 1:3), is His image, expressing what He is.

After the creation of Adam, God wanted man to have dominion over all the living
created things in the seas, in the air, and on the earth (Gen. 1:26, 28). God wanted
the man whom He had created to be His representative to execute His authority
and rule for Him on the earth. Therefore, man was not only created to express God
but also given the authority to represent God to rule over all. This is a type of Christ
as God's expression and also as God's representative. Christ as God's Anointed was
anointed and commissioned by God for the carrying out of God's purpose in dealing
with God's enemy to recover the enemy-usurped earth and bring in God's authority.

Adam was the first ancestor of the human race. When he was created, the
entire human race, which was included in him, was created by God (Gen. 1:26).
Thus, he became the head of all men. This is a type of Christ as the head of
every man (1 Cor. 11:3). (Truth Lessons—Level Three, vol. 1, pp. 19-21)

Further Reading: The Central Thought of God, chs. 1-2; Truth Lessons—
Level Three, vol. 1, Isn. 2
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<« WEEK 4 — DAY 5 »
Morning Nourishment

Luke 1:31-32 "And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son,
and you shall call His name Jesus. He will be great and will be called
Son of the Most High..."

Rom. 5:10 "For if we, being enemies, were reconciled to God through the death
of His Son, much more we will be saved in His life, having been reconciled."

God's purpose in creating man was that man would be His duplication in order
to express Him. In order for this purpose to be carried out, it is necessary for
man to receive God and contain Him as the tree of life. However, Adam, the man
created by God, failed in God's purpose and damaged God's design. Thousands of
years later, the Man-Savior came to fulfill God's purpose in creating man.

Through the incarnation of Christ, God in the Son became a man. What
a great matter this is! God had created man with a purpose according to His
design, but man failed Him in His purpose and destroyed His design. Instead
of creating another man, God Himself came to be the second Man (1 Cor.
15:47). God came to be the second Man not in the Father nor in the Spirit but
in the Son. (Life-study of Luke, pp. 491-492)

Today's Reading

A crucial matter concerning the God-man is that He lived a human
life filled with the divine life as its content....[The Gospel of Luke] is a
revelation of the God-man who lived a human life filled with the divine
life as its content. As the One who lived such a life, the Man-Savior had
the divine nature with the divine attributes, that is, with the divine love,
light, righteousness, and holiness. The divine nature with its attributes was
expressed in the Man-Savior's human nature with all the human virtues.
(Life-study of Luke, p. 492)

When we realize that we are God-men, we will say, “Lord, You are the
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first God-man, and we are the many God-men following You. You lived a
human life, not by Your human life but by God's divine life to express Him.
His attributes became Your virtues. You were here on this earth dying every
day. You were crucified to live. Lord, You are my life today and You are my
person. You are just me. I therefore must die. I need to be conformed to
Your death. I have to be crucified to die every day to live a God-man's life,
a human life yet not by my human life but by the divine life, with Your life
and Your nature as my constitution to express You in Your divine attributes,
which become my human virtues.” This makes us not just a Christian or a
believer in Christ but a God-man, one kind with God. This is the highest
point of God's gospel. (Life-study of 1 & 2 Chronicles, pp. 27-28)

The Man-Savior was incarnated in order to uplift the human virtues to
the highest standard, to the standard that matches God's attributes for the
expression of God. Because our virtues were damaged and deformed, they
could not match God's attributes. But the uplifted human virtues can match
God's attributes. The Man-Savior was born of the human essence with the
human virtues in order to uplift these virtues to such a standard that they
can match God's attributes for His expression.

Christ fills the empty human virtues....We may not have the concept
that Christ's incarnation was to fill, strengthen, and enrich the human
virtues....The Man-Savior's incarnation caused the empty human virtues to
be filled, strengthened, and enriched with the divine attributes.

In order to save us, He, the very God, came into man, bringing God's
attributes into man's virtues. While He was on earth, He lived the life of a
God-man, with the divine attributes filling His human virtues. Eventually,
He died on the cross and was resurrected. In His resurrection He became
the life-giving Spirit (1 Cor. 15:45). Now as the life-giving Spirit He enters
into us to bring God into our being and to fill our virtues with God's
attributes. In this way we are being saved day by day. We are being saved in
the way of the Lord's restoring, His transforming. (Life-study of Luke, pp.

505, 498-499, 507)

Further Reading: Life-study of Luke, msgs. 56-59
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« WEEK 4 — DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

Rev. 4:3 "And He who was sitting was like a jasper stone and a sardius
in appearance, and there was a rainbow around the throne like an
emerald in appearance."

21:11 "Having the glory of God. Her light was like a most precious stone,
like a jasper stone, as clear as crystal."

The goal of transformation is to be “transformed into the same image” of
the resurrected and glorified Christ [2 Cor. 3:18]. To be transformed to have
the same image as Christ means that we are gradually being conformed to
the resurrected and glorified Christ, to be made the same as He (Rom. 8:29).

When we behold and reflect the glory of the Lord, the Lord infuses and
dispenses into us the elements of what He is and what He has done. Through His
life power and by His life essence, we are gradually transformed metabolically
to have His life shape, and through the renewing of our mind, we are gradually
transfigured into His image. (Truth Lessons—Level Three, vol. 3, p. 33)

Today's Reading

As the seed of a carnation grows by its life essence and through its life
power, it takes on a characteristic shape. The divine life is the same. This life
has an essence, power, and shape. The shape of the divine life is the image of
Christ. Therefore, when we grow by the essence of Christ's life and through
the power of His life, we are gradually transformed into Christ's image, that
is, into the image of the resurrected and glorified Christ. (Truth Lessons—
Level Three, vol. 3, p. 33)

With His firstborn Son as the base, pattern, element, and means, God is
producing many sons, and the many sons who are produced are the many
believers who believe into God's firstborn Son and are joined to Him as one.
They are exactly like Him in life and nature, and, like Him, they have both
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humanity and divinity. They are His increase and expression in order that
they may express the eternal Triune God for eternity. The church today is a
miniature of this expression (Eph. 1:23), and the New Jerusalem in eternity
will be the ultimate manifestation of this expression (Rev. 21:11).

God has predestinated us not simply that we may be sanctified, spiritual, and
victorious but that we may be fully conformed to the image of His Son. This is
our destiny, determined by God in eternity past. Conformation is the end result
of transformation. It includes the changing of our inward essence and nature,
and it also includes the changing of our outward form, that we may match the
glorified image of Christ, the God-man. He is the prototype, and we are the
mass reproduction. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 3081-3082)

In Revelation God sitting on the throne looks like jasper (4:3). Then in
21:18 John tells us that the wall of the city was made of jasper. These two
verses tell us that the New Jerusalem will look like God. The city will be a
corporate expression of God.

That God will have a corporate expression is also indicated in His creation
of man. Before the ages God predestinated us unto sonship. Then He created
man in His own image, according to His predestination, with the intention
that one day this created man would be His corporate expression. That day
is not here yet. When the four dispensations are over—the dispensations
of the Patriarchs, of the law, of grace, and of the kingdom—God's work of
conforming us to the image of the Firstborn will be completed. Then we will
be a living corporate entity, bearing the image of God.

The New Jerusalem is the aggregate of all the sons together as a corporate
expression. It is a composition of all the dear saints redeemed by God in all
the dispensations, both of the Old and of the New Testaments. They together
will be the components of this holy city, the aggregate of the divine sonship,
expressing God corporately to fulfill His heart's desire, as indicated in His
creating man in His own image. Revelation 21 and 22 are the fulfillment of
Genesis 1:26—God having a man in His image. (The Basic Revelation in the
Holy Scriptures, p. 144)

Further Reading: Truth Lessons—Level Three, vol. 3, lsns. 43-44; The
Central Line of the Divine Revelation, msgs. 5-6
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HYMN

Hymns, #1097

1

O Lord, our Lord, how excellent

Thy name in all the earth!

Let every people, tribe, and tongue
Proclaim its boundless worth.

Out of the mouth of little ones

Thou hast established praise,

That Thou may still Thine enemy

And swiftly end his days.

2

When we the universe behold,

The work of Thy great hand—

The sun, the moon, and all the stars
By lofty wisdom planned;

O what is man that Thou should'st care
That Thou should'st mindful be?

The son of man Thou visitest

In Thine economy.

3

0 Jesus Lord, Thou art that man,

The One who joined our race,

Who put upon Himself the flesh

And took a lower place.

But now with glory Thou art crowned,
With sovereignty complete.

Now through Thy Body Thou dost rule
With all beneath Thy feet.

4

Thine incarnation, rising too,

And Thy transcendency,

Thy Lordship, Headship, kingdom full,
And Body here we see.

By all these steps of work divine

Thou hast established praise.

With overflowing hearts to Thee

Our joyful voice we raise.

5

Oh, soon that blessed day shall come—
All tongues these words shall peal!
But in the local churches now

We have a foretaste real.

O Lord, our Lord, how excellent

Thy name in all the earth!

Let every people, tribe, and tongue
Proclaim its boundless worth.
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