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2013 Summer Training

Crystallization-Study of GENESIS (1)

Message Six

The Tree of Life and the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil

Scripture Reading: Gen. 2:9, 16-17; John 5:39-40; 2 Cor. 3:6b

Outline
DAY 1

. The tree of life signifies Christ, who imparts life to man

and who pleases and satisfies man—Gen. 2:9; John
14:6a; 10:10b; 6:63; 1 Cor. 15:45b; cf. John 15:1; Exo.
15:25:

. The tree of life is the center of the universe; according to the purpose

of God, the earth is the center of the universe, the garden of Eden is the
center of the earth, and the tree of life is the center of the garden of Eden.

. We must realize that the whole universe is centered on this tree of

life; nothing is more central and crucial to both God and man than
this tree.

. God’s placing man in front of the tree of life indicates that God

wanted man to receive Him as man'’s life by eating Him organically
and assimilating Him metabolically so that God might become the
very constituent of man’s being—John 6:35, 57.

. According to John 1:1 and 4, life is in the Word, who is God Himself;

this life—the divine, eternal, uncreated life of God—is Christ (11:25;
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A.

A.

14:6a; Col. 3:4a), who is the embodiment of God (2:9).

The tree of life grows along the two sides of the river of water of life
(Rev. 22:1 -2), indicating that it is a vine; since Christ is a vine tree
(John 15:1) and is also life, He is the tree of life.

Christ was processed through incarnation, crucifixion, and
resurrection so that man may have life and live by eating Him—
10:10b; 6:51, 57, 63.

DAY 2

The tree of the knowledge of good and evil signifies Satan
as the source of death to man—Gen. 2:9, 17; Heb. 2:14:

The tree of the knowledge of good and evil also signifies all things
apart from God, for anything that is not God Himself, including
good things and even scriptural things and religious things, can be
utilized by Satan, the subtle one, to bring death to man.

Even the Scriptures inspired by God and the law given by God can
be utilized by Satan as the tree of knowledge to bring in death—John
5:39-40; 2 Cor. 3:6.

DAY 3

III. God’s first commandment to man concerned man’s

eating, not man’s conduct—Gen. 2:16-17:

Eating is critical to man, a matter of life or death; man’s outcome
and destiny before God depend altogether on what he eats.
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B. If man eats the tree of life, he will receive God as life and fulfill God’s
purpose; if he eats the tree of knowledge, he will receive Satan as
death and be usurped by him for his purpose.

C. God'’s forbidding commandment, given as a warning to man (vv. 16-
17; cf. Eph. 2:1), indicates the following:

1. Itindicates God'’s greatness in creating man with a free will so that man may
choose God willingly and not under coercion.

2. ltindicates God's love for man.

3. It indicates God's desire that man would eat the tree of life to receive God into
him as his life.

DAY 4

V. The tree of life causes man to be dependent on God (John
15:5), whereas the tree of knowledge causes man to rebel
against God and to be independent from Him (cf. Gen. 3:5):

A. The two trees issue in two lines—the line of life and the line of death—
that run through the entire Bible and end in the book of Revelation.

B. Death begins with the tree of knowledge (Gen. 2:17) and ends with

the lake of fire (Rev. 20:10, 14); life begins with the tree of life and
ends in the New Jerusalem, the city of the water of life (22:1-2).

DAY 5

V. We need to see the line of the tree of life throughout the
Scriptures:

A. Abel contacted God in God's way—Gen. 4:4.

2013 Summer Training - Message 6 Outline - Page 3



Z ERADEEKENB—26 & -

= MEEMET—h 2224 -

M e R TR T—39+13 ~ 14 -

h DRAFFREGNBERPUFERKEZ—FEL
2-B+Z7~8-+t1-+)N\1-

N DGR EE DI RkER—_R2
24 ~ 25~

+ BEEFEMNBERPEEKkER—=01"
9 -MN\3-

N\ BEREEANBRNEERE—/FL 30 =
2:16:==11-13~15-=29-“H9-

NUBIAGEENRAERTEBE—T=
21 ~ 22 - B+ 14 -

T NETEENEERERLETIF—E—5~9-

T—  EBEEXNRERFE—IR12-16°
tT— HBERSINEXER—HLETZ

23 tHI11 -&AA6  BB+A1-

t=  KEREEM. (124 TSREEE
m—HEEtt37-45 - =+t6 - F_t4-
8-14-="8~9-

T BUEZEER®ES  TEAHEE
#t—Ex10~11-12~4-+1~312°

_O—=FEzxFVIH - F6RmMAB-F4E

m O O @

Seth and Enosh called upon the name of the Lord—v. 26.
Enoch walked with God—5:22, 24.
Noah walked with God and worked together with God—6:9, 13-14.

Abraham lived in the appearing of God and called upon the name of
the Lord—Acts 7:2; Gen. 12:7-8; 17:1; 18:1.

Isaac lived in the appearing of God and called upon the name of the
Lord—26:2, 24-25.

Jacob lived in the appearing of God and called upon the name of the
Lord—35:1, 9; 48:3.

DAY 6

. Moses lived in the appearing and the presence of God—Acts 7:30;

Exo. 3:2, 16; 33:11, 13-15; 34:29; 25:9.

. The children of Israel journeyed in the presence of the Lord—13:21-

22; Num. 14:14.
Joshua lived and worked in the presence of the Lord—Josh. 1:5-9.
Gideon fought the battle in the presence of the Lord—Judg. 6:12, 16.

Samuel prayed and called upon the name of the Lord—1 Sam. 12:23;
15:11; Psa. 99:6; Jer. 15:1.

. David trusted in God, looked to God, and enjoyed God as life—1 Sam.

17:37, 45; 30:6; Psa. 27:4, 8, 14; 36:8-9.

. Daniel prayed to God constantly and contacted Him continually—

Dan. 6:10-11; 9:2-4; 10:1-3, 12.
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. Jesus as the Son of God lived by God—John 5:19; 6:57; 14:10.

The New Testament believers live by the Lord and enjoy the Lord—
15:5; 6:57; 14:19; 6:35; 15:11; 16:24; 17:13; 1 John 1:4.

. Paul lived out the Lord—Gal. 2:20; Phil. 1:19-21a.

The church as the Body of Christ lives by Christ as life—Eph. 1:22-23;
Col. 3:4.

S. The New Jerusalem is sustained by the river of water of life with the

tree of life—Rev. 22:1-2.

VI. We need to see the line of the tree of knowledge

A.

throughout the Scriptures:

Cain presented an offering to God in his own way, not in God’s
way; he murdered his brother and went out from the presence of the
Lord—Gen. 4:3-9, 16.

Nimrod, a mighty hunter before the Lord, was a person who was
absolutely independent of God, building a kingdom for himself, and
the beginning of his kingdom was Babel—10:8-11.

The people at Babel held a council, and the result was the
construction of a high tower for man’s name and the formation of a
city for his possession—11:3-4.

Lot drifted away from the line of life by making a choice according
to his own sight —13:10-13, cf. vv. 14-15, 18.

Esau, for the purpose of satisfying his appetite, sold his
birthright—25:30-34.
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F.

Pharaoh was rebellious against God, and his heart was hardened
toward God—Exo. 5:2; 7:13, 22; 8:15, 19, 32; 9:34-35.

Aaron listened to the people and acted independently to make a
golden idol—32:1, 4, 24.

H. Nadab and Abihu offered “strange fire” to God—Lev. 10:1-2.

Miriam and Aaron were opposed to Moses, not as a result of
their contacting God but because of their own motive—Num.
12:1-2, 9-15.

The ten spies failed because they looked at the situation in the land by
their own sight; they failed because they relied on their knowledge
and refused to trust in the Lord—13:28, 32-33, cf. v. 30; 14:6-9.

Korah and his company attacked God's deputy authority—16:1-3.

Saul acted independently and did not follow the Lord; rather, he dealt
with the enemy according to his preference—1 Sam. 15:8, 11, 22-23.

. Absalom rebelled against his father, King David—2 Sam. 15:10-13.

. Ahab was an evil king who married Jezebel, a devilish and

idolatrous woman, and built a temple for Baal, the most famous idol
of the time—1 Kings 16:30-32.

. The chief priests and the scribes knew the letter of the Bible but not

the life of the Bible —Matt. 2:4-6.

Nicodemus was seeking knowledge, but what he needed was a new
life—John 3:1-3.
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. The Jewish religionists searched the Scriptures thinking that in them

they had eternal life, yet they would not come to the Lord for that
very life—5:39-40.

. The scribes and Pharisees held the knowledge of the law but were

still under the slavery of sin—8:5, 9, 34.

. The disciples who were with the Lord still held the traditional

knowledge of reli gion when they saw a man blind from
birth—9:1-3.

. Martha was occupied with the line of knowledge, holding the

knowledge of the sound teachings regarding the resurrection in the
last day—11:23-25.

. Peter, after receiving the revelation from the heavenly Father,

turned to his mind and was utilized by Satan to frustrate the Lord
from going to the cross—Matt. 16:17, 21-23.

. Judas, who was always occupied with thoughts of money, opened himself to the

devil and betrayed the Lord for thirty pieces of silver—John 12:4-6; 13:2, 27,
Matt. 26:15; 27:5.

. The unbelieving Jews kept their law and sentenced the Lord Jesus to

death according to it—John 19:7.

. Saul of Tarsus, a foremost religionist, persecuted the church until

God revealed His Son in him—Gal. 1:13-16; 2:20.

. The Corinthian believers were enriched in all knowledge but were

puffed up and still infants in Christ—1 Cor. 1:5; 8:1; 3:1.
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Z. The Gnostic philosophy distracted and spoiled many believers from
enjoying Christ as their life—Col. 2:8, cf. v. 6.

AA. The dissenters in the church make divisions and causes of stumbling
contrary to the teaching of God’'s economy—Rom. 16:17; 1 Tim. 1:4.

BB. The teaching of Balaam, the teaching of the Nicolaitans, and the
teaching of Jezebel deceived the early churches, who turned away
from the eating of and feasting with the Lord—Rev. 2:14-15, 20, 24, 7,
17; 3:20.

CC. Antichrist will be the man of lawlessness, the son of perdition; he
will be the giant on the line of knowledge, and his destiny is to be
cast into the lake of fire with Satan, the source of death—13:5-8; 2
Thes. 2:3-4; Rev. 19:20; 20:10.

DD. “The letter kills, but the Spirit gives life”—2 Cor. 3:6b:

1. The Bible in dead letters, which belongs to the tree of knowledge, kills, but the
Spirit, who belongs to the tree of life, gives life.

2. Besides the line of knowledge there is the line of life (cf. Deut. 30:19-20); praise
the Lord for the choice of life!
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« WEEK 6 — DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment

Gen. 2:9 "And out of the ground Jehovah God caused to grow every tree that
Is pleasant to the sight and good for food, as well as the tree of life in the
middle of the garden and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil."

John 15:1 "1 am the true vine, and My Father is the husbandman."

6:48 "l am the bread of life."

The second step of God's procedure in fulfilling His purpose was to place
the created man in front of the tree of life, which signifies the Triune God
embodied in Christ as life to man in the form of food. God's placing man
in front of the tree of life indicates that God wanted man to receive Him as
man's life by eating Him organically and assimilating Him metabolically,
that God might become the very constituent of man's being. According to
John 1:1, 4, life is in the Word, who is God Himself. This life—the divine,
eternal, uncreated life of God—is Christ (John 11:25; 14:6; Col. 3:4a), who
is the embodiment of God (Col. 2:9). The tree of life grows along the two
sides of the river of water of life (Rev. 22:1-2), indicating that it is a vine.
Since Christ is a vine tree (John 15:1) and is also life, He is the tree of life. He
was processed through incarnation, crucifixion, and resurrection that man
might have life and live by eating Him (John 10:10b; 6:51, 57, 63). (Gen. 2:9,
footnote 2)

Today's Reading

The tree of life was in the midst of the garden. If we study the record of
Genesis 2, we will realize that, apart from the tree of knowledge of good and
evil, no tree is mentioned by name except the tree of life. We do not know the
names of the other trees, but we do know that there was a tree called the tree
of life. This shows that the tree of life was the center.

The tree of life is the center of the universe. According to the purpose of
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God, the earth is the center of the universe, the garden of Eden is the center
of the earth, and the tree of life is the center of the garden of Eden. We must
realize that the whole universe is centered on this tree of life: nothing is more
central and crucial to both God and man than this tree. It is very meaningful
to see man in the garden standing before the tree of life.

This tree enables man to receive God as life. How can we prove this? The
following books of the Bible reveal that God is life. Therefore, the tree of life
in the garden was the indicator that God intends to be our life in the form of
food. One day, according to the Gospel of John, God came in the flesh (John
1:1, 14). In Him was life (John 1:4). The life displayed by the tree of life in
Genesis 2 was the life incarnated in Jesus, God in the flesh. Jesus told us that
He Himself is life (John 14:6). Furthermore, John 15 tells us that Christ is
a tree, the vine tree. On the one hand, He is a tree; on the other hand, He is
life. When we put together all these portions from John, we see that Jesus is
the tree of life. Jesus said that He is the bread of life, meaning that He has
come to us as the tree of life in the form of food.

As the almighty God, Jesus is high, but when He came to us as food He
was lowly. He was a loaf of bread. He was even the crumbs under the table
(Matt. 15:21-27). The very Jesus who came to us as life in the form of food
was not tall and great; He was small and lowly. Anything we eat must be
smaller than we are; if it is not, we cannot take it into us. Even if our food is
larger than we are, it must be cut into pieces small enough to eat. Thus, Jesus
came to us as life in the form of food. He said, “I am the bread of life,” and, “He
who eats Me, he also shall live because of Me” [John 6:48, 57]. God in the
Son is the tree of life that is good for food. Day after day we can feed on Him.
We can eat Him.

The tree of life typifies Christ who imparts life to man and who pleases
and satisfies man (cf. John 15:1; Exo. 15:25). Christ imparts divine life into
us, pleases us, and satisfies us. Many of us can testify of this. We can say,
“Hallelujah! Jesus has imparted life to me. He satisfies me all the time.” This
is the tree of life. (Life-study of Genesis, pp. 140-141)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msg. 11
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« WEEK 6 — DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

Gen. 2:17 "But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, of it you shall
not eat; for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die."

2 Cor. 3:6 "Who has also made us sufficient as ministers of a new
covenant, ministers not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills,
but the Spirit gives life."

The tree of life was a symbol, signifying God as the proper source....If
we only read Genesis 2, we will be unable to understand the meaning of the
tree of life. However, the Gospel of John reveals the life denoted by the tree
of life in a concrete way. John 1:4 says, “In Him was life,” and John 15:5 tells
us that the Lord Jesus is a vine tree. If we put these two verses together, we
will realize that Christ is the tree of life. Jesus, the embodiment of God, is
the tree of life. Therefore, the tree of life in Genesis 2 is a symbol of God as
the source of life.

Besides this source, there is another tree, another source in the universe—
death. However, this tree is not called the tree of death; it is called the tree
of the knowledge of good and evil. There is such a tree in this universe.
These two trees oppose one another, the tree of life denoting God as the
source of life, and the tree of knowledge signifying Satan as the source of
death....Therefore, in Genesis 2 we find two sources signified by two trees.
(Life-study of Genesis, pp. 161-162)

Today's Reading

The principle of the tree of life...is dependence. We all must be dependent.
Do not take the way of knowledge, for the result of that way is death.

The tree of knowledge (Gen. 2:17), which was the opposite of the tree of life,...was
called the tree of knowledge of good and evil, not simply the knowledge of evil. Both
the knowledge of good and the knowledge of evil come from the same tree. It does
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not matter whether knowledge is the knowledge of good or of evil. As long as it is
knowledge, it does not belong to the tree of life. It belongs to the tree of knowledge.

Although the tree of the knowledge of good and evil signifies Satan, it does
not signify him directly. It firstly signifies everything apart from God and
then it signifies Satan indirectly, because Satan is hidden at the back of the
things that are apart from God. Satan likes to conceal himself.

God is very frank and always comes to the front. Satan, however, is subtle,
always staying at the rear....Because Satan is subtle, the tree of knowledge does
not signify him directly. It signifies everything apart from God, including good
things, scriptural things, and religious things. Regardless of whether a thing is
good or evil, as long as it is not God Himself it can be utilized by Satan.

The things apart from God fall into three categories: knowledge, good, and evil.
Suppose you have the intention of doing a certain good thing. Deep in your spirit,
however, you have the sense not to touch it and not to do it....Do not employ the
principle of good and bad, but cooperate with the principle of life. If you do not
have peace within, it means that the Spirit of life does not agree with what you
intend to do. You need to cooperate with Him. If you do, you will receive life.

The tree of knowledge firstly signifies everything utilized by Satan,
regardless of whether it is good or evil. It does not signify Satan directly,
because he likes to hide. When Satan first entered into man, he did not do
it in a frank way. He came in the form of a serpent. At the beginning of the
Bible, the serpent was very cunning and apparently was quite attractive (Gen.
3:1), unlike the ugly serpents under God's curse. As Eve conversed with the
serpent, she did not realize that Satan was in it. Herein lies the principle of
Satan's appearing: he never appears frankly, but subtly.

The contents of the tree of knowledge are all things apart from God. Even the
Bible inspired by God and the law given by God may be utilized in letters by Satan
as the tree of knowledge. (Life-study of Genesis, pp. 165-167)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msg. 13
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<« WEEK 6 — DAY 3 »
Morning Nourishment

Gen. 2:16-17 "And Jehovah God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the
garden you may eat freely, but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, of
it you shall not eat; for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die."

Eph. 2:1 "And you, though dead in your offenses and sins."

God's first commandment to man concerned man's eating, not man's
conduct. Eating is critical to man, a matter of life or death. Man's outcome
and destiny before God depends altogether on what he eats. If man eats the
tree of life, he will receive God as life and fulfill God's purpose; if he eats the
tree of knowledge, he will receive Satan as death and be usurped by him for
his purpose.

God's forbidding commandment given as a warning to man indicates (1) God's
greatness in creating man with a free will that man may choose God willingly and
not under coercion; (2) God's love for man; and (3) God's desire that man would
eat the tree of life to receive God into him as life. (Gen. 2:17, footnote 1)

Today's Reading

Genesis 2:17 tells us that God issued man a warning and gave him a
prohibition. God wanted man only to touch Him to receive life, but not to
touch the things apart from God to receive death. God seemed to tell Adam
and Eve, “Don't touch the tree of knowledge—only touch the tree of life.
If you eat the tree of life, you will receive Me and have My life. If you eat
the tree of knowledge, you will take in Satan and have his death.” This was
not merely a commandment; it was a warning. We must realize that in the
whole universe there are two sources: one is the source of life, and the other
Is the source of death. Be careful which source you touch. If you touch God,
you have the source of life and receive life. If you touch Satan, you have the
source of death and receive death. (Life-study of Genesis, p. 179)
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Genesis tells us that after God created man, He put man in front of the
tree of life. God did not give man a list of commandments. That was the
work of Moses after the fall, not the work of God according to His eternal
intention. The law is in Exodus 20, not in Genesis 2. In Genesis 2 is the
first picture regarding God's dealing with His created man. There is such a
basic principle of the first mentioning in the Bible. Whenever you have the
first mentioning, a principle is always laid. The first mentioning of God's
dealing with man is that God put Adam in front of the tree of life, charging
him to be careful about his eating (vv. 16-17). God's intention for man is not
a matter of doing but a matter of eating. If man eats well and eats rightly,
then he will be right.

This tree of life is God in Christ as the Spirit to be life to us. It is the Triune
God, the Father in the Son, and the Son as the Spirit. Before we received
the Lord, we may not have thought anything about God. But when we got
saved or revived, we might have immediately made up our mind to serve the
Lord, to do our best to do good deeds to please Him, and to “go to church” to
worship Him. These thoughts, which are according to our natural concept,
are wrong. God's intention is not that we serve Him, do good to please Him,
or that we worship Him in a religious, ritualistic way. But God's intention is
that we eat Him. We have to eat Him. The first picture of God's dealing with
man is not a picture of doing but a picture of eating.

We all have to first realize that the Lord has no intention that we do
something for Him. The Lord's intention is to present Himself as food to us
day by day. In the Gospel of John the Lord is first seen as life (1:4), as the
bread of life (6:35), as the water of life (4:14), and as the breath of life, the
air (20:22). He is life, food, drink, and air. All this is not for you to be a doing
Christian but to be an enjoying Christian. You have to enjoy the Lord as life,
as food, as water, and as air. You have to breathe Him in, to drink of Him,
and to feed on Him in order to live by Him and in Him. (CWWL, 1965, vol. 2,
“The Tree of Life,” pp. 83, 85)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msg. 14; CWWL, 1965, vol. 2, “The
Tree of Life,” ch. 1
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<« WEEK 6 — DAY 4 >

Morning Nourishment

John 15:5 "I am the vine; you are the branches. He who abides in Me and I
in him, he bears much fruit; for apart from Me you can do nothing."

Gen. 3:5 "For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be
opened, and you will become like God, knowing good and evil."

The tree of the knowledge of good and evil signifies Satan as the source of
death to man (Heb. 2:14). It also signifies all things apart from God....Even
the Scriptures inspired by God and the law given by God can be utilized by
Satan as the tree of knowledge to bring in death (John 5:39-40; 2 Cor. 3:6b).

The tree of life causes man to be dependent on God (John 15:5), whereas
the tree of knowledge causes man to rebel against God and to be independent
from Him (cf. Gen. 3:5). The two trees issue in two lines—the line of life and
the line of death—that run through the entire Bible and end in the book of
Revelation. Death begins with the tree of knowledge (Gen. 2:17) and ends with
the lake of fire (Rev. 20:10, 14). Life begins with the tree of life and ends in the
New Jerusalem, the city of the water of life (22:1-2). (Gen. 2:9, footnote 3)

Today's Reading

The record of the two trees in Genesis 2, the tree of life and the tree of
knowledge, is not merely ancient history, for these two trees are still with us
today. If we read the Bible carefully, we will discover that throughout the Bible
we have two lines—the line of the tree of life and the line of the tree of knowledge.
We may refer to them in brief as the line of life and the line of knowledge. These
two lines began at the book of Genesis and continue through the subsequent
books of the Bible until they reach their destination....The destination of the
line of life will be the New Jerusalem, where the tree of life appears once again.
The river of the water of life is also found in the New Jerusalem, for it flows
throughout the entire city. Thus, the New Jerusalem, a city of living water, is the
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ultimate consummation of the line of the tree of life. The line of knowledge will
conclude with the lake of fire, a vivid contrast to the city of New Jerusalem. The
city is a city of living water; the lake is a lake of burning fire.

According to the revelation in the Bible, we see two streams proceeding out
of the throne of God. One is the stream of living water, and the other is a stream
of fire. The stream of living water is revealed in Ezekiel 47 and Revelation 22.
In Ezekiel living water issues out of the house of God; in Revelation 22 living
water flows out of the throne of God. In Daniel 7:9-10 we see another stream, a
stream of fire, flowing out of the throne of God. The living water is for reviving
and watering, but the stream of fire is for judging. It courses in judgment
throughout the universe. The river of water proceeds out of the throne of God
and will flow all positive things into the New Jerusalem. The stream of fire
issues out of the throne of God and will sweep all negative things into the lake
of fire. In the beginning of the Bible we have the start of two lines, the line of
life and the line of knowledge. At the end of the Bible we have two results, two
consummations—the city of living water and the lake of burning fire.

Where are you and where are you going? Which line are you on?...As
redeemed people we are surely on the right line, the line of life. However,
it is possible that our walk and our work—that is, the way we live and
work for God—might be on the wrong line....The Bible firstly warns people
to stay away from the line of knowledge and remain on or return to the
line of life. Once we are saved, we are eternally saved, and our salvation
is eternally secure. Nevertheless, the Bible warns us concerning our daily
walk and our work for the Lord. In Galatians Paul warns us to walk in the
Spirit (5:16) and to sow to the Spirit (6:7-8)....If we build the church with
gold, silver, and precious stones, this work will continue unto the New
Jerusalem....On the other hand, Paul warns us that the wood, grass, and
straw are only useful for burning (1 Cor. 3:12-15). (Life-study of Genesis,

pp. 181-183)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msg. 15
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« WEEK 6 — DAY 5 »

Morning Nourishment

Gen. 4:4 "And Abel also brought an offering, from the firstlings of his
flock, that is, from their fat portions. And Jehovah had regard for Abel
and for his offering."

5:24 "And Enoch walked with God, and he was not, for God took him."

Apparently the tree of life has been closed to man; actually through the
promised redemption it has been available throughout the ages for God's
people to touch, enjoy, and experience. Now in a very simple way I want to
give you many of the positive persons on this line of life....We begin with Abel.

The characteristic of Abel's life was that he contacted God in God's
way (Gen. 4:4). Do not say that as long as you contact God everything is
all right. In whose way do you contact God—in your way or God's?...We
should observe the example of Abel and contact God by laying aside our
thought, opinion, and concept. “Lord, I contact You in Your way. I don't
contact You by my thought, concept, or knowledge. Lord, You are my
way.” If we do this, we will enjoy God as the tree of life. Abel did partake
of God as the tree of life. He truly ate of the fruit of this tree. (Life-study of
Genesis, pp. 183-184)

Today's Reading

After Abel was slain, the line of life seemed to be terminated. Nevertheless, Seth
and Enosh were raised up to continue it. These two generations had one outstanding
characteristic—they began to call upon the name of the Lord (Gen. 4:26). They not only
prayed, but called on the name of the Lord. If you read the original text of the Hebrew
and Greek, you will see that the word call means to cry out, not only to pray....To call on
the name of the Lord is simply to enjoy Him and to eat Him as the tree of life.

The characteristic of Enoch's life was that he walked with God (Gen. 5:22, 24).
We are not told that he worked for God or that he did great things for God,
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but that he walked with God. This is very meaningful. In order to walk with
a person, you must like him. If I do not like you, I will never walk with you.
Firstly, I like you, then I love you, and then I will walk with you continually. The
fact that Enoch walked with God proves that he loved God. He simply loved to
be in the presence of God....He was raptured on the basis of his walk with God
for a period of three hundred years. Enoch offered us an excellent example.

Noah followed Enoch's footsteps and also walked with God (Gen. 6:9).
Actually, he walked with God for a period even longer than three hundred
years. As Noah walked with God, God showed him a vision of what He
wanted to do in that age. Noah received the vision of the ark used to save
eight members of the fallen race. Like Noah, we should not act according to
our concept. Whatever we do and work should be according to the vision we
received in walking with the Lord. In our daily walk with the Lord we will
come to see His desire, His mind, and His will. Then we will work and serve
according to God's desire, not according to our own thoughts. Noah enjoyed
God by walking with Him.

Abraham was transfused with the appearing of the God of glory. While
Abraham was in Ur of the Chaldees, the God of glory appeared to him and
attracted him (Acts 7:2). According to the record in Genesis, God appeared
to Abraham several other times as well (Gen. 12:7; 17:1; 18:1). Abraham
was not a giant of faith by himself; he was as weak as we are. The God of
glory appeared to Abraham again and again, each time transfusing and
infusing His divine elements into him, enabling him to live by the faith of
God....Abraham walked according to the appearing of God.

In addition to experiencing the appearings of God, Abraham called upon the
name of the Lord (Gen. 12:7-8). Abraham's son, Isaac, and his grandson, Jacob,
also called upon the name of the Lord. Since these three generations were all the
same, God was called the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. This means that
God is the God of His people who live in His appearing and who call upon His
name. As Abraham lived in the appearing of God and called upon the name of
the Lord, he enjoyed Him as the tree of life. (Life-study of Genesis, pp. 184-187)

Further Reading: Two Principles of Living; The Tree of Life, ch. 2
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<« WEEK 6 — DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

Exo. 33:14 "And He said, My presence shall go with you, and I will give
you rest."

John 6:57 "As the living Father has sent Me and I live because of the
Father, so he who eats Me, he also shall live because of Me."

God appeared to Moses in a vision of a burning bush, a bush that burned
without being consumed (Exo. 3:2, 16). Moses was surprised and turned aside
to see this bush. It was as if God was saying to Moses, “Moses, you must be like
this burning bush. Do not burn by yourself or act by yourself. You had a good
heart, but you acted in the wrong way.”...Moses learned to cease from his own
knowledge, his own way, his own energy, and his own activities. Moses began to
live, as his grandfathers had done, in the presence and the appearing of the Lord.
No longer did he act out of himself. From that time onward, he was one with God.
For the leading of the Israelites on their journey, the Lord told him, “My presence
shall go with you, and I will give you rest.” And he said to the Lord, “If Your
presence does not go with us, do not bring us up from here” (Exo. 33:13-15). This
shows that Moses knew the necessity of the Lord's presence for his work for the
Lord. He was acting in the presence of God. (Life-study of Genesis, pp. 189-190)

Today's Reading

After Moses had brought the children of Israel out of Egypt, God called
him to the mountaintop, where he remained for forty days. While he was on
the mountaintop, he was thoroughly infused with the shekinah glory of God.
As he descended along the side of the mountain, the glory of God radiated
from his face (Exo. 34:29). On this mountaintop Moses experienced the full
enjoyment of God as the tree of life. Although the tree of life had disappeared
from unbelieving men, it nevertheless appeared to a person like Moses.
Moses enjoyed God as the tree of life on the mount of glory.

David was a man who trusted in God and looked to Him (1 Sam. 17:37, 45;
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30:6). The secret of David's life was that he desired to dwell continually in
the house of God and to behold His beauty (Psa. 27:4, 8, 14). This means that
he enjoyed the presence of God. Moreover, he enjoyed God as the fatness and
as the river of joy (Psa. 36:8-9). David said, “With You is the fountain of life.”
This proves that even in ancient times David enjoyed God's life as the tree of
life and as the river flowing within him.

Daniel's prayer life issued out of a holy life. He lived a holy life in the
heathen land of Babylon. For example, Daniel refused to eat the king's food,
the food which was first offered to idols and then used to feed the king and
his people (Dan. 1:8). Daniel refused that food, and he enjoyed God very
much. He enjoyed God as the tree of life.

The first person on the line of life in the New Testament was the Lord Jesus.
Jesus not only enjoyed the tree of life; He was the tree of life. He Himself said
that He came from the Father and that He lived because of the Father (John
6:57). He did not live according to knowledge and learning. He lived, walked,
and worked according to the Father who was working within Him (John 14:10).

What should we do today? We should not do anything. We should simply
stay on the line of the tree of life, enjoying God as our life and as our life
supply. God will take care of everything. Out of the enjoyment of the Lord as
our life supply, we will have our daily life, walk, work, and the building up
of the churches. Then everything we have will be according to God's divine
element, not according to our own concepts....May the Lord have mercy on
us that we all may continue on the line of life.

Second Corinthians 3:6...says, “the letter kills, but the Spirit gives
life.”...The Bible in dead letters, which belongs to the tree of knowledge, Kills,
while the Spirit, who belongs to the tree of life, gives life. Therefore, we do
have a choice. Praise the Lord for this choice! The choice of life! Besides the
line of knowledge there is the line of life. We must make a choice between
life and knowledge. We must choose between death and life. (Life-study of
Genesis, pp. 190, 192-195, 211-212)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msg. 16
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WEEK 6 —HYMN

Hymns, #1194

1

There are two lines to live by in our living today—

One the life line to bring us into Christ all the way.

But the other is knowledge which will make us die;

We must be very careful on which line we abide.

Oh, we'll stay on God's life line, never turning aside.

We don't care for vain knowledge, which will cause us to die.
Lord, we'll touch You by calling on Your name each day;
Living in Your appearing, in Your presence we'll stay.

2

Lord, we would be as Abel, fully contacting You;

Not by knowledge or concept, but by life fresh and new.
Just as Enosh began to call upon Your name,

And as Enoch who walked with You, we'll do just the same.
3

Keep us living and walking as did old Abraham;

In Your holy appearing to be transfused like him.

As did Isaac and Jacob, Moses lived this way—

So dependent upon Your presence with him each day.

4

Full enjoyment had David, ate the life-giving tree.
Daniel prayed to his God and lived by Him constantly.
Jesus lived by the Father to be life complete;

Now as His living Body of the life tree we'll eat.
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