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Thanksgiving Conference 2013
THE MENDING MINISTRY OF JOHN

Message Four

The Vision of the Glorious Christ

Scripture Reading: Rev. 1:9—2:1, 7

Outline
Day 1

. The book of Revelation is “the revelation of Jesus Christ,”
and it is a book on the overcomers—1:1, 3; 2:7, 11, 17, 26-28:
3:5,12,20-21; 21:7; 22:18-19; 12:11:

A. The New Jerusalem is the totality of the overcomers:

1. The overcomers will be the New Jerusalem in the coming age, the age of the

millennial kingdom, as the precursor of the New Jerusalem in eternity—2:7; 3:12.

2. Inthe New Jerusalem in eternity, all the believers will be overcomers—21:7.

B. In the book of Revelation what the Lord wants and will build up is Zion,

the overcomers—14:1; Psa. 51:18; 102:21; 128:5; 135:21; Isa.41:27; Joel
3:17.

Day 2

C. In order to be a constituent of Christ's overcoming bride (Rev. 19:7), we

must see the vision of the glorious Christ in Revelation 1:
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B.

1.

a.

b.

We are on this earth for the word of God (the revealed Christ) and the testimony of
Jesus (the testifying church)—wv. 2, 9-20; 19:10.

We need to be in our spirit to receive the vision of the glorious Christ as the Son of
Man in the midst of the golden lampstands—1:10, 13a; cf. 4:2; 17:3; 21:10.

Day 3

Christ as the Son of Man is the High Priest, “clothed with
a garment reaching to the feet, and girded about at the
breasts with a golden girdle” (1:13), to cherish the churches
in His humanity and nourish them in His divinity:

The Son of Man is Christ in His humanity, the golden girdle signifies His
divinity, and breasts are a sign of love:

Christ is girded at the loins, strengthened for the divine work (Exo. 28:4; Dan.
10:5) to produce the churches, but in Revelation 1 He is girded about at the breasts,
caring for the churches that He has produced by His love.

The golden girdle signifies Christ’s divinity as His divine energy, and the breasts
signify that this golden energy is exercised and motivated by and with His love to
nourish the churches.

Christ takes care of the churches in His humanity as the Son of Man to
cherish them—v. 13a:

He dresses the lamps of the lampstands to make them proper, cherishing us so that
we may be happy, pleasant, and comfortable—Exo. 30:7; cf. Psa. 42:5, 11:

The Lord’s presence provides an atmosphere of tenderness and warmth to cherish
our being, giving us rest, comfort, healing, cleansing, and encouragement.

We can enjoy the cherishing atmosphere of the Lord’s presence in the church to
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3.

receive the nourishing supply of life—Eph. 5:29; cf. 1 Tim. 4:6; Eph. 4:11.

He trims the wicks of the lamps of the lampstand, cutting off all the negative things
that frustrate our shining—Exo. 25:38:

The charred part of the wick, the snuff, signifies things that are not according to
God’s purpose and need to be cut off, such as our flesh, our natural man, our self,
and our old creation.

He trims away all the differences among the churches (the wrongdoings, shortages,
failures, and defects) so that they may be the same in essence, appearance, and
expression—cf. 1 Cor. 1:10; 2 Cor. 12:18; Phil. 2:2.

Day 4

Christ takes care of the churches in His divinity with His divine love, signified
by the golden girdle at His breasts, to nourish the churches—Rev. 1:13b:

He nourishes us with Himself as the all-inclusive Christ in His full ministry of three
stages so that we may grow and mature in the divine life to be His overcomers to
accomplish His eternal economy.

As the walking Christ, He gets to know the condition of each church, and as the
speaking Spirit, He trims and fills the lampstands with fresh oil, the supply of the
Spirit—2:1, 7.

To participate in His move and enjoy His care we must be in the churches.

I11. The heavenly ancientness of the Lord is depicted by His

head and hair being white as white wool, as snow—1:14;
Dan. 7:9; Job 15:10; cf. S. S. 5:11.

IV. The Lord’s seven eyes are like a flame of fire for watching,

observing, searching, judging by enlightening, and
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infusing—Rev. 1:14; 5:6; Dan. 10:6:

A. Christ's eyes are for God’'s move and operation on earth, since seven is
the number for completion in God's move.

B. The Lord’s eyes being like a flame of fire is mainly for His
judgment—7:9-10; Rev. 2:18; 19:11-12.

Day 5

V. The Lord’s feet are like shining bronze, as having been fired in
a furnace, signifying that His perfect and bright walk qualifies
Him to exercise divine judgment—1:15; Ezek. 1:7; Dan. 10:6.

VI. The Lord’s voice is like the sound of many waters (Rev.
1:15; cf. 14:2), which is a tumultuous sound, the sound
of the voice of the Almighty God (Ezek. 1:24; 43:2) in its
seriousness and solemnity (cf. Rev. 10:3).

VII.Christ is the Holder of the bright messengers of the
churches—1:16a, 20:

A. The messengers are the spiritual ones in the churches, the ones who bear
the responsibility of the testimony of Jesus.

B. The messengers, who are of the heavenly nature and in a heavenly

position like stars, are those who have a fresh message from the Lord to
His people—2:1a.

C. Because the leading ones are in His right hand, there is no need for them
to shrink back; Christ truly takes the responsibility for His testimony.

Day 6
VIII. Out of Christ’s mouth proceeds a sharp two-edged sword,
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which is His discerning, judging, and slaying word for dealing
with negative persons and things—1:16b; Heb. 4:12; Eph. 6:17.

IX. Christ’s face is as the sun shining in its power (Dan. 10:6)
for judging enlightenment to bring in the kingdom—Rev.
1:16¢; Matt. 17:2; cf. Mal. 4:2; Judg. 5:31; Matt. 13:43.

X. Christ is the First and the Last, assuring us that He will
never leave His work unfinished, and the living One for the
churches as the expression of His Body to be living, fresh,
and strong—Rev. 1:17-18a.

XI. Christ has the keys of death and of Hades—v. 18b:

A. Death is a collector and Hades is a keeper, but Christ nullified death on the
cross and overcame Hades in His resurrection—2 Tim. 1:10; Acts 2:24.

B. As long as we give the Lord the ground, the opportunity, and the way to
move and act among us by exercising to deny the self, take up the cross,

and lose our soul-life, death and Hades will be under His control—Matt.
16:18, 21-26.
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WEEK 4 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

Rev. 1:1 "The revelation of Jesus Christ which God gave to Him to show
to His slaves the things that must quickly take place; and He made it
known by signs, sending it by His angel to His slave John."

2:7 "He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.
To him who overcomes, to him I will give to eat of the tree of life, which
IS in the Paradise of God."

"The revelation of Jesus Christ” [in Revelation 1:1] means that this
revelation is of Jesus Christ, through Jesus Christ, and concerning Jesus
Christ. God first gave this revelation to Jesus Christ and then gave this
revelation to us through Him. All the revelations in the Bible are focused
on Jesus Christ and are for the purpose of revealing Him. Hence, the
book of Revelation not only shows us future events, but who the person
of Jesus Christ is....It shows us this One, who was once Jesus of Nazareth
in the world and who is now the Christ exalted to the heavens....The
goal of Revelation is that more people would know such a Christ so that
they would be watchful until the day when they can see Him face to face.
(CWWN, vol. 34, p. 163)

Today's Reading

The entire Scripture composed of sixty-six books concludes with two
things: the overcomers and the New Jerusalem. These are the two main items
revealed in the book of Revelation, the last book of the Bible. Revelation 1-20
gives us a complete record of the overcomers, and the New Jerusalem in
Revelation 21-22 will be the issue, the coming out, the consummation, of the
overcomers. The New Jerusalem will be manifested in two stages. The first
stage will be in the millennium, the one-thousand-year kingdom. That will
be the precursor of the New Jerusalem in the new heaven and new earth for
eternity, the second stage of the New Jerusalem in the eternal age.
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The New Jerusalem is the totality of the overcomers. The overcomers will
be the New Jerusalem in the coming age, the age of the millennium.... Only
a relatively small part of the believers will be the overcomers. The majority
of the believers—genuine, regenerated, blood-washed believers—will have
been defeated. At the Lord's coming, He will take away only the overcomers,
leaving the rest of the believers in another category because they will not
have the maturity in His divine life. In the millennium the overcoming
believers will be with Christ in the bright glory of the kingdom, whereas the
defeated believers will suffer discipline in outer darkness (Matt. 8:12; 22:13;
25:30). This is so that they can be perfected for their maturity.

For any crop to become matured, that crop needs to go through a certain
process. The process through which the immature believers will have to pass
will not be pleasant but will be a period of discipline and punishment for one
thousand years.... [This process] will complete God's eternal economy. All
of these dear ones will be matured and perfected. After the thousand years,
the Lord will clear up the entire universe through His judgment at the great
white throne (Rev. 20:11-15). Then there will be the new heaven and the
new earth with the New Jerusalem. The New Jerusalem in eternity will be
greatly enlarged to include all the believers. By then all the believers will be
overcomers (Rev. 21:7).

The earlier overcomers will be rewarded. The Lord will reward the
overcomers in this age with what they are in Christ. They will enjoy their
victory, but the defeated ones who were not ready will have nothing to
enjoy as their reward. Instead, the Lord will deal with them so that they can
become matured and perfected. Eventually, the majority of the believers will
enjoy what they are in Christ for eternity.

We can prove this according to our experience. When we are victorious
in the Lord, we enjoy our victory every day, but when we are defeated, the
enjoyment of the Lord is gone....What we would, could, and should enjoy in
the Lord will be what we are. (The Overcomers, pp. 9-11)

Further Reading: The Overcomers ch. 1; CWWN, vol. 11, pp. 760-763
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WEEK 4 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

Rev. 1:2 "Who testified the word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ,
even all that he saw."

9 "l John, your brother and fellow partaker in the tribulation and kingdom
and endurance in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos because of the
word of God and the testimony of Jesus."

John was known as the disciple who reclined on the Lord's breast (John
13:25; 21:20). Yet the King on the throne was unfamiliar to John. God
revealed such a Jesus Christ to John. This knowledge is fundamental. Once
John had this knowledge, the prophecies and the future events were not hard
to deal with.

Under what conditions did John see this vision? Revelation 1:9 says, "I
John, your brother and fellow partaker in the tribulation and kingdom and
endurance in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos because of the word
of God and the testimony of Jesus." John received his revelation under
this circumstance. He did not say that he was a great apostle chosen by
the Lord.... He did not consider himself higher than others. He considered
himself as our brother. How humble and gentle this is. Although his body
was on the island of Patmos, his spirit was suffering, enduring, and waiting
for the coming of the kingdom together with his brothers. He felt this way
because he lived in the reality of the Body. (CWWN, vol. 34, pp. 163-164)

Today's Reading

[John] knew that the tribulation, kingdom, and endurance are three
inseparable things. Before the kingdom comes, there will surely be
tribulations. Through many tribulations we will enter the kingdom of God
(Acts 14:22). Tribulations paved the way for John to enter the kingdom, and
these tribulations worked out for him, more and more surpassingly, an eternal
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weight of glory (2 Cor. 4:17). He aspired for the kingdom, and therefore, he did
not shrink from the tribulations. The kingdom will come, but it is still not here.
If we do not endure, we will slumber, withdraw, or turn to the enticements of
the world. John knew this; therefore, he waited patiently. He believed that his
brothers would become fellow partakers in the tribulation and kingdom and
endurance in Jesus. Praise the Lord! He was not alone in his way.

Are we fellow partakers in the tribulation and kingdom and endurance
in Jesus?...Do we identify ourselves with John's feelings and experience, or
are we those who have chosen the broad pathway and who are traveling on
our own?... We do not enter the kingdom simply by believing that there is a
kingdom. We cannot enter the kingdom simply by having some knowledge
about the kingdom. In order to enter the kingdom, we have to take John's
way. Otherwise, our entry into the kingdom will only be a theory.

John was exiled to the island of Patmos because he was faithful to God's
word and because he was for the testimony of Jesus. This island was in the
middle of the ocean, with precipitous rocks and barrenness on all sides.
John was put in an uninhabited spot. Humanly speaking, this was lonely
and pitiful! However, John did not murmur at all. He knew whom he was
suffering for. Thank and praise God. Under such circumstances, the glorious
Christ revealed Himself to him and gave him new revelations. The earth had
diminished before John's eyes, but heaven was opened to him! This brings
to mind Joseph who was in prison, Moses who was in the wilderness, David
who was in distress, and Paul who was in chains. They all received fresh
revelations. John was going down the path they had trodden; he received
visions that he had never received before, and he came to know the enthroned
Lord whom he had never known before. (CWWN, vol. 34, pp. 164-165)

On one hand, this book gives us the revelation of Christ, and on the other
hand, it shows us the testimony of Jesus, which is the church. It presents to
us the revealed Christ and the testifying church....This testimony of Jesus
Is the spirit—the substance, the disposition, and the characteristic—of the
prophecy (Rev. 19:10). (Rev. 1:2, footnote 1)

Further Reading: CWWN, vol. 34, pp. 163-187
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WEEK 4 — DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

Rev. 1:13 "And in the midst of the lampstands One like the Son of Man,
clothed with a garment reaching to the feet, and girded about at the
breasts with a golden girdle."

Exo. 30:7 "...Every morning when he dresses the lamps..."

Eph. 5:29 "For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and
cherishes it, even as Christ also the church."”

To cherish people is to make them happy and to make them feel pleasant and
comfortable. We must have a pleasant countenance when we contact people. We should
be happy and rejoicing....We must give people the impression that we are genuinely
happy and pleasant. Otherwise, we will not be able to cherish them, to make them happy.

Then we should go on to nourish them. We do not nourish people when
we speak to them about marriage, courtship, politics, the world situation, or
education. To nourish people is to feed them with the all-inclusive Christ in
His full ministry in three stages.

In order to nourish people with Christ, we first have to seek Christ,
experience Christ, gain Christ, enjoy Christ, and participate in Christ. (The
Vital Groups, pp. 102-103)

Today's Reading

Christ is the best model of cherishing and nourishing as seen in Revelation
1.... [Verses 12 and 13 show] that Christ is taking care of the lampstands by
being the Son of Man with a long garment. This garment is the priestly robe
(Exo. 28:33-35), which shows that Christ is our great High Priest.

He is also girded about at the breasts with a golden girdle. This girdle is a
long piece of gold. The girdle and the gold are not two separate things. The
girdle is the gold. The golden girdle is one piece of gold to become a belt. The
Son of Man is in His humanity, and the golden girdle signifies His divinity.
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This golden girdle is on His breasts, and the breasts are a sign of love.

The priests in the Old Testament were girded at the loins for their
ministry (Exo. 28:4). In Daniel 10:5 Christ also is girded at His loins, with
fine gold. To be girded at the loins is to be strengthened for the work. Christ
has finished His divine work in producing the churches. Now by His love He
is caring for the churches which He has produced. This is why He is girded
at the breasts. Today Christ is our High Priest taking care of His churches
established by His labor.... I hope we all could realize that in these days, even
among us, Christ is wearing a golden girdle on His breasts.

A piece of gold is now a girdle. The totality of Christ in His divinity has
become a girdle. The golden girdle signifies Christ's divinity becoming His
energy, and the breasts signify that this golden energy is exercised and
motivated by His love. His divine energy is exercised by and with His love to
nourish the churches.

Christ takes care of the churches as the lampstands in His humanity as
"the Son of Man" to cherish them (Rev. 1:13a). Christ as our High Priest
takes care of the churches He has established first in His humanity to cherish
the churches, to make the churches happy, pleasant, and comfortable.

He does this by dressing the lamps of the lampstand. The high priest in
the Old Testament dressed the lamps of the lampstands every morning (Exo.
30:7). To dress the lamps is to make them proper.

Christ cares for the lampstands by trimming the wicks of the lamps of the
lampstand, just as the priest did according to the type in the Old Testament
(Exo. 25:38). When the wick was burned out, it became charred and black, so
the priest had to come to cut off the black part of the wick....The charred part
of the wick, the snuff, signifies things that are not according to God's purpose
which need to be cut off, such as our flesh, our natural man, our self, and
our old creation. All the lampstands are organic. They are living lampstands.
Since each church is a living lampstand, each church has much feeling. A
church with charred wicks will not feel comfortable. (The Vital Groups, pp.
105-106)

Further Reading: The Vital Groups, msgs. 7, 10-11
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WEEK 4 — DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

Rev. 1:13-14 "And in the midst of the lampstands One like the Son of
Man,...girded about at the breasts with a golden girdle. And His head and hair
were as white as white wool, as snow; and His eyes were like a flame of fire."

Dan. 7:9 "l watched until thrones were set, and the Ancient of Days sat
down. His clothing was like white snow, and the hair of His head was
like pure wool; His throne was flames of fire, its wheels, burning fire."

Christ, as the High Priest, takes care of the churches as the lampstands
in His divinity with His divine love, signified by the golden girdle on His
breasts, to nourish the churches (Rev. 1:13b). Christ is not only human but
also divine. He is the Son of Man wearing a golden girdle, signifying His
divinity as His divine energy. His divinity as the divine energy nourishes the
churches in many ways....He is also the High Priest with His divinity as the
"energy belt" to nourish us with Himself as the all-inclusive Christ in His full
ministry of three stages....In His divinity He is nourishing us so that we may
grow and mature in the divine life to be His overcomers to accomplish His
eternal economy. (The Vital Groups, pp. 107, 109)

Today's Reading

White hair signifies great age (Job 15:10). The black hair with which the
Lord is depicted in Song of Songs 5:11 signifies His unfading and everlasting
strength, but the white hair with which He is depicted [in Revelation 1:14]
signifies His ancientness.

Although Christ is ancient, He is not old. In this chapter we see that His
head and His hair were white as wool and as snow. White wool issues from
the nature of life, and white snow comes down from the sky, from heaven.
Wool is not made white; it is born white, and its whiteness comes out of its
nature. White wool is the color of Christ's nature....Snow is white because
it comes from heaven and contains no earthly dirt or stain. Hence, white
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wool, both here and in Daniel 7:9, signifies that the ancientness of Christ is
of His nature, not of His becoming old, while white snow signifies that His
ancientness is heavenly, not earthly.

In Revelation 1:14, we see that His eyes are as a flame of fire.... This is for
Him to observe and search in His judging by enlightening. In this book His
eyes are not two but seven (5:6). Seven is the number of completion in God's
move. Hence, His eyes in this book are for God's operation. These seven
eyes of His are the "seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are
the seven Spirits of God" (4:5; cf. Dan. 10:6). The "fire burning" equals the
"flame of fire" and is for observing and searching. The seven Spirits of God
which are sent forth into all the earth are also for God's move upon the earth.
Thus, the eyes of Christ in this book are the seven Spirits of God for God's
move and operation on earth today.

Christ's eyes are for watching, observing, searching, judging by
enlightening, and infusing. We must experience all these different aspects of
His eyes, especially the aspect of infusing. His eyes infuse us with all that He
is. His infusing eyes are a flame of fire which is continually burning....Since
the day we were saved, Christ's eyes have been like a burning fire
enlightening and infusing us. His eyes also stir us up to be hot. After Christ
has looked at us, we can never be cold as we once were. By looking at us,
He burns us and stirs us up in the Lord. Many times the Lord comes to us
with His piercing eyes....When I was arguing with others, especially with my
intimate ones, the shining eyes of Christ were upon me, and I could not go
on speaking. His shining stopped my mouth.

The book of Revelation is a book with a judging nature. Fire is for divine
judgment (1 Cor. 3:13; Heb. 6:8; 10:27). "Our God is also a consuming fire"
(Heb. 12:29). His throne is like the fiery flame and its wheels as burning fire,
and a fiery stream issues and comes forth from before Him (Dan. 7:9-10). All
this is for judgment. The main significance of the Lord's eyes being as a flame
of fire is for His judgment (Rev. 2:18-23; 19:11-12). When He comes to take
possession of the earth by exercising judgment over it, even His feet will be
like pillars of fire (10:1). (Life-study of Revelation, pp. 104-106)

Further Reading: The Mending Ministry of John, ch. 14
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WEEK 4 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

Rev. 1:15-16 "And His feet were like shining bronze, as having been fired
In a furnace; and His voice was like the sound of many waters. And He
had in His right hand seven stars..."

Dan. 10:6 "...His arms and His feet like the gleam of polished bronze, and
the sound of His words like the sound of a multitude."

Revelation 1:15 says, "His feet were like shining bronze, as having
been fired in a furnace.” Feet signify the walk. In typology, bronze
signifies divine judgment (Exo. 27:1-6). When Christ was on earth, His
earthly walk and daily walk were tried and tested. Because His walk
was tested, He came out shining. Now the feet of Christ are as shining
bronze, as mentioned also in Ezekiel 1:7 and Daniel 10:6, signifying
that His perfect and bright walk qualifies Him to exercise divine
judgment. To be "fired in a furnace" is to be tried by being burned.
Christ's walk was tried by His sufferings, even by His death on the
cross. Hence, His walk is bright as the shining bronze, which qualifies
Him to judge the unrighteous....When He comes to possess the earth
by judging it, His feet will be like pillars of fire (Rev. 10:1). (Life-study
of Revelation, p. 106)

Today's Reading

Revelation 1:15 also says that "His voice" is "like the sound of many
waters." "The sound of many waters," a tumultuous sound, is the sound
of the voice of the Almighty God (Ezek. 1:24; 43:2). It signifies the
seriousness and solemnity of His speaking (cf. Rev. 10:3). Sometimes the
Lord's voice is gentle and tender, but at other times His voice shocks us
like thunder. Whenever we are sloppy or sleepy, the voice of the Lord will
wake us up. His voice, which is that of the Almighty God, warns us and
wakes us up.
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Revelation 1:16 says, "He had in His right hand seven stars." As verse 20
makes clear, "the seven stars are the messengers of the seven churches." The
messengers are the spiritual ones in the churches bearing the responsibility
of the testimony of Jesus. Like stars, they should be of the heavenly nature
and in a heavenly position. In the Acts and the Epistles the elders were the
leading ones in the operation of the local churches (Acts 14:23; 20:17; Titus
1:5). The eldership is somewhat official, and, as we have seen, at the time
this book was written the offices in the churches had deteriorated in the
degradation of the church. In this book the Lord calls our attention back to
spiritual reality. Hence, it emphasizes the messengers of the churches rather
than the elders. The office of the elders is easily perceived, but the believers
need to see the importance of the spiritual and heavenly reality of the
messengers for the proper church life to bear the testimony of Jesus in the
darkness of the church's degradation.

Both the lampstands and the stars are for shining in the night. A lampstand
representing a local church is a collective unit, whereas a star representing a
messenger of a local church is an individual entity. In the dark night of the church's
degradation, there is the need of the shining both of the collective churches and
of the individual messengers. As Christ walks among the churches, He holds the
leading ones in His right hand. How comforting this is! The leading ones must
praise Him that they are in His hands and that He is holding them. Since the
leading ones are in His hands, there is no need for them to shrink back, to be weak,
or to be mistaken. Christ truly takes the responsibility for His testimony.

In the book of Revelation there are no elders in the churches; rather, there
are messengers. At the time this book was written, the church had become
degraded. Hence, in Revelation, the Lord repudiates all formalities. Being an
elder may be somewhat legal or formal. Do not aspire to be an elder; desire
to be a shining star. Do not be one with a mere position—be a shining star.
Both the lampstand and the stars shine at night. Both the church and the
leading ones in the churches must shine. All the leading ones must be stars.
(Life-study of Revelation, pp. 106-108)

Further Reading: Life-study of Revelation, msg. 9
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WEEK 4 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

Rev. 1:16-18 "...Out of His mouth proceeded a sharp two-edged sword; and
His face shone as the sun shines in its power. And when | saw Him, |
fell at His feet as dead; and He placed His right hand on me, saying, Do
not fear; | am the First and the Last and the living One; and | became
dead, and behold, I am living forever and ever; and | have the keys of
death and of Hades."

In Revelation 1:16 we are told that "out of His mouth proceeded a sharp
two-edged sword."” In Song of Songs 5:16, "His mouth is sweetness itself,"
and in the Gospels, "words of grace" proceeded out of His mouth (Luke
4:22); but here "out of His mouth proceeded a sharp two-edged sword."” This
is His discerning, judging, "and slaying word" (Heb. 4:12; Eph. 6:17). The
"words of grace" are for His supply of grace to His favored ones, whereas
the "sharp two-edged sword" is for His dealing with negative persons and
things....Because of the church's degradation, we all need a certain amount
of judgment....The words which proceed out of the Lord’'s mouth are sharp,
piercing into our being, dividing our soul from our spirit, and discerning the
intents of our heart. (Life-study of Revelation, p. 108)

Today's Reading

In Revelation 1:16 we are also told that "His face shone as the sun shines
In its power,"...as in Daniel 10:6, for the judging enlightenment to bring in
the kingdom. When He was transfigured and His face shone as the sun, that
was His coming in the kingdom (Matt. 16:28-17:2). When He comes to take
over the earth for the kingdom, His face will be as the sun (Rev. 10:1).

Revelation 1:17 says, "And when | saw Him, | fell at His feet as dead; and
He placed His right hand on me, saying, Do not fear; I am the First and the
Last." Christ is not only the First and the Last, but also the beginning and the
ending. This assures us that, having started the church life, He will surely
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accomplish it. He will never leave His work unfinished. All the local churches
must believe that the Lord Jesus is the beginning and the ending. He will
accomplish what He has begun in His recovery.

In verse 18 we see that the Lord is "the living One," the One who "became
dead" and who is "living forever and ever.” The very Christ who walks in the
midst of the churches, who is the Head of the churches and to whom the
churches belong, is the living One full of life. Hence, the churches as His
Body should also be living and full of life. Hallelujah, we have a living Christ
who has overcome death! Our Christ, who is the resurrected Christ, is living
in us and among us. He is living forever and ever. What a living Christ we
have in the recovery! In the recovery, all the churches should be as living as
Christ, full of life and overcoming death.

In verse 18 the Lord also said, "l have the keys of death and of Hades."
Due to the fall and sin of man, death came in and is now working on earth to
gather up all the sinful people. Death resembles a dustpan used to collect the
dust from the floor, and Hades resembles a trash can. Whatever the dustpan
collects is put into the trash can. Thus, death is a collector and Hades is a
keeper. In the church life today are we still subject to death and Hades? No!
Christ abolished death on the cross and overcame Hades in His resurrection.
Although Hades tried its best to hold Him, it was powerless to do it (Acts
2:24). With Him, death has no sting and Hades has no power ...In the church
life, the keys of death and Hades are in His hand. It is impossible for us to
deal with death; we simply do not have the ability to handle it. Whenever
death enters, it will deaden many. But as long as we give the Lord Jesus the
ground, the opportunity, and the free way to move and act among us, both
death and Hades will be under His control. However, whenever the Lord
Jesus does not have the ground in the church, death immediately becomes
prevailing and Hades becomes powerful to hold the dead ones. Praise the
Lord that Christ has the keys of death and Hades. Death is subject to Him
and Hades is under His control. Hallelujah! (Life-study of Revelation, pp.
110-111)

Further Reading: Life-study of Revelation, msg. 9
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WEEK 4 — HYMN

Hymns, #1184
EIURA - K

1 In Revelation chapter one
God gives a vision of the Son,
Of Him who was and is to come;
Oh, let us to this One now come.

ZHEE — e hiEmAF

—_— (Rme—3) (%1184) o 2 In spirit hear His trumpet voice;
B — . — We must be turned to see His choice—
1-3 4|5‘i7 | 1-7 6|5‘ “|5‘i 5| The seven lampstands golden fair;
—-— AN FEEBE & # % Z£, #® »~F The Son of Man is walking there.
6-5-|4-3-]2-_-_-|3-3 2|13 51|
B oR Xk —  E: K oEZ M T 3 The great high priestly robe He wears,
6’“54”‘3|2___|5_6 7|i--4|3-2-|1---|| For every church He fully cares:

He trims the lamp, the oil supplies;
He makes them burn, flames in His eyes.
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A golden girdle on His breast—

His work is done, and from His rest
He unto all the churches pours
Himself in love, the treasure store.

M A R TR, KINC A, Z s His head, His hair is white as wool—
e TR, ] AN SR The ancient One with youth is full.
His face is shining as the sun
Ok REH,EHERE, HEHJBR, TR, To burn and lighten every one.
TEAR AN H RBOER, HA BB, AT,
_ . Oh, when this living One we see,
N WA BB, TERBRETRIT , WEA b3 7 We'll fall as dead, we'll finished be.
‘e dtel , A NIET — ke, ek, But then the Lord His comfort gives—
He once was dead, but now He lives.
+ HEBSDHES, T35 F 58 M ;
Frtz ShFITC K, Z R AEARAS

Let every church just love Him more—
His riches then He will outpour.

All other loves now lay aside;

Let’s take this Jesus, none beside.
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