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Thanksgiving Conference 2013
THE MENDING MINISTRY OF JOHN

Message Six

Eight Aspects of the Church as the Testimony of Jesus

Scripture Reading: Rev. 19:10; 1:1-2, 10-13; 19:7-9, 14-19; 20:4-6; 21:9, 3, 22

Outline
Day 1

I. The testimony of Jesus (Rev. 19:10) is the seven golden

lampstands—divine in nature, shining in darkness, and
identical with one another (1:1-2, 10-13; 2:1):

. The golden lampstand symbolizes the Triune God—the Father as

the substance is embodied in the Son, the Son as the embodiment is
expressed through the Spirit, the Spirit is fully realized and expressed as
the churches, and the churches are the testimony of Jesus—Exo. 25:31-
40; Zech. 4:2-10; Rev. 1:10-12.

. In the divine thought the golden lampstand is actually a living and

growing tree with calyxes and almond blossoms; thus, the lampstand
portrays the Triune God embodied in Christ as a living, golden tree of
resurrection—growing, branching, budding, and blossoming in us, with
us, by us, and out of us as the fruit of the light, which is good in nature,
righteous in procedure, and real in expression, so that God may be
expressed as reality in our daily walk—Exo. 25:31, 35; Eph. 5:8-9.
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C.

To experience the golden lampstands as the testimony of Jesus, the
corporate expression of Jesus (Acts 9:4-5; 1 Cor. 12:12), we must be filled
with the Spirit of Jesus (Acts 16:7) by calling on the name of the Lord
Jesus continually (1 Cor. 12:3; Rom. 10:12-13; Lam. 3:55-56) to bear
the brands of Jesus (Gal. 6:17) as brothers and fellow partakers in the
tribulation, kingdom, and endurance in Jesus (Rev. 1:9-10).

Day 2

The testimony of Jesus is the great multitude serving God in
the temple, the whole Body of God'’s redeemed, who have been
raptured to the heavens to enjoy God’s care and the Lamb’s
shepherding with all the spiritual blessings in the heavenlies
and in Christ that can be enjoyed today—7:9-17; Eph. 1:3; Gal.
3:14; Gen. 12:2; cf. Rev. 21:3-4; 22:3-5; Isa. 49:10:

The great multitude consists of those who have been purchased by the
blood of the Lamb from every nation, tribe, people, and tongue to be the
constituents of the church— Rev. 7:9a; 5:9; Rom. 11:25; Acts 15:14, 19; 1
Cor. 6:19-20.

The Lamb who is in the midst of the throne will shepherd us and guide us
to springs of waters of life—Rev. 7:17a:

Shepherding includes feeding; under the shepherding of Christ, “I will lack
nothing”— Psa. 23:1.

We can never improve ourselves, and we need a shepherd to feed us all the time;
He feeds the lambs with His experience as the Lamb of God, who is on the throne of
God in and for the house of God—wv. 2-6; Rev. 22:1.

I11. The testimony of Jesus is the bright woman, representing
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the whole Body of God’s redeemed, with her man-child,
representing the overcomers as the stronger part of God’s
people—12:1-17:

A. The people of God who produce the overcomers (the man-child) are
full of light, showing that God’s overcoming people are light-bearers,

shining through all generations—vv. 1-5; S. S. 6:10; John 8:12; Matt.
5:14; Prov. 4:18; cf. Gen. 1:16-17.

Day 3

B. The man-child signifies the overcomers who cooperate with Christ to
fight against His enemy and usher in God’s kingdom—Rev. 12:5-10:

1. The way to become the man-child is for us to be strengthened into the inner man, to
be empowered to experience the riches of Christ, and to be strong through putting

on the armor of God by pray-reading the killing word—Eph. 3:16, 18; 6:10-11, 17-18;
Rev. 1:16; 19:13-15.

2. “They overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb and because of the word of
their testimony, and they loved not their soul-life even unto death”—12:11.

V. The testimony of Jesus is the firstfruits, signifying the
overcomers raptured before the great tribulation, and the
harvest, signifying the majority of the believers raptured at
the end of the great tribulation—14:1-5, 14-16:

A. At His first coming to the earth, the Lord sowed Himself into His
believers; all the believers since that time, who have received Him as the

seed of life, have become God’s farm, His crop, on the earth—Matt. 13:3-
8, 24;1Cor. 3:9:

1. The overcomers as the first ripe ones in God’s field will be reaped (raptured) before
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the great tribulation to be firstfruits to God and to the Lamb—Rev. 14:1-5.

. The majority of the believers will ripen with the help of the sufferings in the great

tribulation and will be reaped at the end of the great tribulation—v. 15.

. The rapture is not mainly for our enjoyment but for God’s enjoyment;

we need to make ourselves ready to be raptured not for our happiness
but for the fulfillment of God’s purpose—12:5, 7-11; 14:1, 4b; 19:7.

. The meaning of rapture is to be taken into the Lord'’s presence; in order

to be taken into the Lord’s presence, we must be in His presence today—2
Cor. 2:10; 1 John 1:3.

. The rapture of the overcomers is for defeating the enemy and satisfying God;

the Lord needs the man-child to fight against His enemy, but He needs the
firstfruits even more for His satisfaction—Rev. 14:1, 4b; cf. S. S. 8:6, 13-14.

Day 4

. The testimony of Jesus is the victorious ones standing on

the glassy sea, signifying the late overcomers who will pass
through the great tribulation and overcome Antichrist and
the worshipping of Antichrist—Rev. 15:2-4:

. The late overcomers sing the song of Moses (indicating God'’s triumphant

judgment over the enemy of His people) and the song of the Lamb
(indicating Christ's redemption experienced by God's people in the
presence of their enemy)—v. 3a; Exo. 15:1-18.

. The late overcomers praise God for His works and His ways, that is, for

His acts and His principles; God’s ways are righteous in His principles
and true in His promises, while His works are great in manifestation
and wonderful in nature—Rev. 15:3b-4; Psa. 103:7; cf. 107:10-20.
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Day 5

VI. The testimony of Jesus is the bride of Christ—the

overcomers who are the co-kings of Christ during the
millennium—Rev. 19:7-9; 20:4, 6:

. The Lord's recovery is for the preparation of the bride of Christ—19:7-9;

21:2.

. Ultimately, we will be conformed to be the wonderful Shulammite, who,

as the duplication of Solomon, is the greatest and ultimate figure of the
New Jerusalem as the counterpart, the bride, of Christ—S. S. 6:13; Rev.
21:2,9-10; 22:17a.

. The Shulammite is likened to the dance of two camps, or two armies (Heb.

mahanaim), in the sight of God; after Jacob saw the angels of God, the
two armies of God, he named the place where he was Mahanaim and
divided his wives, children, and possessions into “two armies”—S. S. 6:13;
Gen. 32:2:

. The spiritual significance of the two armies is the strong testimony that we more

than conquer, we “super-overcome,” through Him who loved us, according to the
principle of the Body of Christ—Rom. 8:37; 12:5; Deut. 32:30; Eccl. 4:9-12.

. God does not want those who are strong in themselves; He wants only the feeble

ones, the weaker ones, the women and children; those who are counted worthy to
be overcomers will be the weaker ones who depend on the Lord—1 Cor. 1:26-28; 2
Cor. 12:9-10; 13:3-5; S. S. 8:6.

Day 6

VII.The testimony of Jesus is the bridal army, who fights

together with Christ, the embodiment of God, to defeat
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Antichrist, the embodiment of Satan, with his armies— Rev.
19:14-19; 17:14:

. In Ephesians 5 and 6 we see the church as the bride and the warrior; in

Revelation 19 we also have these two aspects of the church—Eph. 5:25-27;
6:10-20; Rev. 19:7-9, 11-16:

. Before Christ descends to earth to deal with Antichrist and the totality of human

government, He will have a wedding, uniting His overcomers (who have been
fighting the battle against God’s enemy for years) to Himself as one entity—wv. 7-9;
cf. Dan. 7:25; 6:10; Eph. 6:12.

. After His wedding Christ will come with His newly married bride to destroy Anti-

christ, who with his army will fight against God directly—Rev. 19:11-16.

. In Ephesians 5 the word is for the nourishment that leads to the

beautifying of the bride for God's expression, and in Ephesians 6 the
word is for the killing that enables the church as the corporate warrior
to engage in spiritual warfare for God’s dominion, thus fulfilling God’s
original intention—5:26-27; 6:17-18; Gen. 1:26.

VIII. Ultimately, the testimony of Jesus is the New Jerusalem

as the ultimate consummation of the tabernacle and
temple—the eternal divine-human incorporation, the
eternal building, of God and man—Rev. 21:9, 3, 22:

. We can live out and work out the New Jerusalem as the divine-human

incorporation by taking the Lord as our abode for us to be His abode—
John 15:4-5:

. When we love the Lord Jesus, He manifests Himself to us, and the Father comes

with Him to make an abode with us for our enjoyment; this abode is a mutual

Thanksgiving Conference 2013 - Message 6 Outline - Page 6



=HEREN - Eh=——mEER(ER - RITEE
#MEE—M 23

2ERMNEEEEE  EHtEaRlErR  HEEEE
MINNSNZZLEENE - LRI EBNAE -
HmelR ; ARMNEEEER - ALtpEREERE
H - BImERSHtE——2h0 39 ~ 40 - 7363
ME=6-BZ-7 HN\31 +HT-

Z GHERIFABNEBE MBS —2ZERKSD - T)

eHE IMEMEAMRTE-B_—9~11-18~
21 Mp=12 £ :

EEREMELROET - REARIBEM BRI
7‘1:,5.73\)L - DEE@—EBlN3. ——11-18~19-

2EMEARMEEBNREZEADTENEE - fFXZ
EPTRMRE—19 ~ 217 -

3EEFANR  WRNIIEANWE - MBER -
ﬂ] INRE HRNESD  URTERRENIE -
FENEEFAEEN@ZEZNAN - M RE—
i%@4 tT—2 AM14F ME—8~9-

AEEREEEXAAE  £@XEMPRA - R IFHH
TIENEA  BERENEEP - ——WHERRINE
| - FFSRNEME L - EHERHANRIRSENRAE

XRHAZMERZZEEBAIRGRIIA - ERAIINA
AERER LS - (EERERZRAVILIE - FEAREFEED
MEE—MAI_4 - E_—18~21 - #—3~6 2
BEIY 18 ~ 19 -

TO—=FRRETR=-F6RMNE-F7R1

abode, in which the Triune God abides in us and we abide in Him—14:23.

. We abide in Christ that He may abide in us by dealing with the constant word in

the Scriptures that is outside of us and the present word as the Spirit within us;
when we abide in the Lord and let His words abide in us, we are one with Him in
actuality— 5:39-40; 6:63; 2 Cor. 3:6; Rev. 2:7; John 8:31; 15:7.

. The overcoming believers as the constituents of God's building, the New

Jerusalem, are signified by jasper and other precious stones—Rev. 21:9-
11, 18-21; 1 Cor. 3:12a:

. Jasper signifies the appearance of God shining with the glory of God as the light of

the New Jerusalem for the expression of God—Rev. 4:3; 21:11, 18-19.

. The other precious stones signify the riches of the beauty of Christ in different

aspects for the foundation of God’s eternal dwelling—vv. 19-21.

. By the judging Spirit, the burning Spirit, and the flowing Spirit—the Lord Spirit—

we are being transformed by the experiences of the riches of Christ as the God of
resurrection gained through sufferings, consuming pressures, and the killing work
of the cross—Isa. 4:4; 11:2; John 4:14b; 2 Cor. 1:8-9.

. By our growth in the divine life in Christ as the living stone, we are being

transformed into precious stones; through the process of transformation, the
Triune God is being wrought into and structured together with us to the praise of
the glory of His grace with which He graced us in the Beloved for us to become the
New Jerusalem as the ultimate testimony of Jesus and the good news to the entire
universe—1 Pet. 2:4; Rev. 21:18-21; Eph. 1:3-6; cf. Luke 4:18-19.
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WEEK 6 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

Rev. 1:1-2 "...John, who testified the word of God and the testimony of
Jesus Christ, even all that he saw."

11-12 "...What you see write in a scroll and send it to the seven churches:
to Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamos and to Thyatira and to
Sardis and to Philadelphia and to Laodicea. And I turned to see the
voice that spoke with me; and when I turned, I saw seven golden
lampstands."

The book of Revelation reveals eight aspects of the church as the testimony
of Jesus. The first aspect, in chapters 1 through 3, is the seven golden
lampstands. The lampstands themselves have three main significances. First,
the lampstands shine in the dark night. Second, the lampstands are golden.
In typology, gold signifies the divine nature....Third, the shining of the golden
lampstands is so that people may see Christ as the Son of Man walking in
their midst....Today Jesus is walking, acting, moving, living, working, and
saving people in the local churches. (The Testimony of Jesus, p. 101)

Today's Reading

The church is not only universally one but also expressed locally in
many cities. In the whole universe there is only one Christ, one Spirit,
and one church. Why then are there the seven churches? Because of the
need for an expression.... If we would know the church, we must know its
substance, existence, and expression. Substantially, the church, and even
all the churches, are one. In expression, the many churches are the many
lampstands....The church is the expression of the Triune God, and this
expression is seen in many localities on the earth....In Revelation 1 there
are seven lampstands with forty-nine lamps shining in the universe. This
is the testimony of Jesus....This means that the church is the expression
of the Triune God substantially and expressively. Substantially, it is of one
substance in the whole universe; expressively, it is many lampstands with the
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lamps shining in the darkness to express the Triune God. The Father as the
substance is embodied in the Son, the Son as the embodiment is expressed
through the Spirit, the Spirit is fully realized and reproduced as the churches,
and the churches are the testimony of Jesus. If we see this vision, it will
govern us and we shall never be divisive. (Life-study of Revelation, p. 92)

[In Exodus 25:31-40 we] see that on [the lampstand] there are twenty-
five calyxes. There are three on each branch, three holding one pair of
branches each, and four on the shaft of the lampstand, making a total of
twenty-five. Since the three calyxes which each hold one pair of branches do
not have blossoms, the lampstand has a total of twenty-two blossoms. The
divine thought here is that the lampstand is actually a tree with calyxes and
blossoms.

Furthermore, the lampstand is described in such a way as to give the idea
of growth. These verses speak of branches, buds, and almond blossoms.
Blossoming indicates growth. Thus, we must be impressed that the
lampstand is a growing tree. As a tree, the lampstand has certain outstanding
features. First, it is a golden tree. Gold signifies the nature of God....The
golden lampstand is the expression of the Triune God. The Triune God is a
living tree, growing, budding, and blossoming.

This golden tree has many almond blossoms. In typology almonds
signify resurrection life. Aaron's rod budding with almonds signifies
resurrection life. Hence, the almonds on the lampstand indicate that it is
a tree in resurrection. Resurrection is life that overcomes death without
being damaged or injured by death. Death is powerless to do anything with
resurrection life. Death can inflict all kinds of damage on other forms of life,
plant life, animal life, and human life. Only one kind of life cannot be hurt by
death, and this is resurrection life. Resurrection is life which passes through
death and can never be held by it. According to the full revelation of the
Scriptures, God Himself is this resurrection life. (Life-study of Exodus, pp.
1081-1083)

Further Reading: Life-study of Revelation, msg. 8; Life-study of Exodus,
msg. 93
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WEEK 6 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

Rev. 7:9 "After these things I saw, and behold, there was a great multitude
which no one could number, out of every nation and all tribes and
peoples and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb,
clothed in white robes and palm branches in their hands."

17 "...The Lamb who is in the midst of the throne will shepherd them and
guide them to springs of waters of life; and God will wipe away every
tear from their eyes."

In Revelation 7:9-17 we see the testimony of Jesus as a great
multitude....Verse 14 says, "These are those who come out of the great
tribulation." This refers to the tribulations, sufferings, persecutions, and
afflictions experienced by God's redeemed people throughout the ages.
Because the world always afflicts the church (John 16:33), wherever the
church is, there will always be a certain amount of persecution. This great
multitude has come out of tribulation in a victorious way, for they all hold
palm branches, which signify their victory over tribulation. Revelation 7:15
says, "He who sits upon the throne will tabernacle over them." Eventually, in
eternity, God will overshadow them with Himself as their tabernacle (21:3;
cf. John 1:14). This is the destiny of God's redeemed ones. How wonderful
this is! (The Testimony of Jesus, p. 103)

Today's Reading

The great multitude in Revelation 7:9-17 consists of the redeemed ones
from the nations throughout all generations, who are innumerable and who
constitute the church. That they are standing before the throne indicates that
they have been raptured to the heavens, to the presence of God. Thus, the
record in these verses describes in a general way the scene from the time of
the rapture of the believers to their enjoyment in eternity.

The great tribulation here is tribulation in a general sense.... No Christian
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can avoid these things. In our spirit, we Christians are a people of enjoyment,
but on the physical side, we are a suffering people. However, one day we
shall come triumphantly out of the great tribulation and stand before the
Lamb. The palm branches in the hands of the saints signify their victory over
tribulation, which they have undergone for the Lord's sake, and they are also a
sign of satisfaction gained through being watered (Exo. 15:27). In eternity, the
One who sits on the throne will tabernacle over them, overshadowing them
with Himself as the One who is embodied in Christ (John 1:14). Moreover,
they will not hunger or thirst any more, for the Lamb who is in the midst of
the throne will shepherd them and guide them to springs of waters of life.

Following this, Revelation 12 reveals the third aspect of the testimony
of Jesus. Here the figure is not a lampstand but a wonderful, universal,
heavenly woman (vv. 1-2, 5-6). Whereas the lampstands are in the dark
night, the woman is full of light. With her there is no distinction between day
and night, because she is clothed with the sun, the moon is underneath her
feet, and on her head is a crown of stars. There is no need for the woman to
shine in the darkness, as the lampstands do, because she is always fully in
the light. When we come to the lampstands, we are under the shining, and
when we come to the woman, we are under the sun, the moon, and the stars.
The sun, the moon, and the stars are all heavenly (Gen. 1:16-17). Thus, the
woman indicates the heavenly nature, position, and disposition of the church
as the testimony of Jesus. With her there is nothing earthly, such as casinos,
department stores, television, sports, synagogues, cathedrals, or chapels.
Everything about this woman is heavenly.

As long as we are earthly, we are qualified to be food for Satan [3:14].
However, there is no serpent on the sun, the moon, or the stars. The position
of the church in the spiritual warfare is not on the earth but in the heavenlies
(Eph. 2:6; 6:12). When the church is in the heavenlies, Satan is under her
feet. Eventually, Satan is cast down and defeated by the man-child of the
wonderful heavenly woman (Rev. 12:10-11). (The Testimony of Jesus, pp.

135-136, 103-104)

Further Reading: The Testimony of Jesus, ch. 9

Thanksgiving Conference 2013 - Message 6 Morning Revival - Page 4



Bt+=1"“"REABEXFZR, A—NMNa ATk
Bk, B¥AR, rHR+=—2HEZ. "

5 “aAET - ANFEZTF, 2HRZHE
MEEE T E 6 W09 T FARIR B A fedb 69 E R
MEET, "

(BERT|E+HEMMR) XMAUEY - XANEA
RAER - AR - —UEI25E - AT -
XHNASESMMNESR - MX—HIR - BFLM
SHBEAE ; BEEEKEN - ELWETE -
EEMNECEWTFHR XHAEREX - XH -
1B% - T2 BAWKREN - BZFIHENZHESE
WRIBESFELRN (5 £) - XPAZBES/ERR
GZRIEMNSE=7 5 ( BBERMNIE - ———11 ) -

13 ik ik

SERFEHFEPERNENES  EHFES
.  EEESHERENHFEID - ARNIEN
B TAEZRBEEM LT AKME ; BRN=E
BER D - MRB & F - EEKXKIMERI#IE B AY
FEHRE(BE+TZ5TF~6) - BEFEREKRKME
ZRi#HiE - BAMBESZFEXR ESRESL -
FIEMMEFLRM E (9) - RBAWHAFSSHEFK
BIREE - BXNNNEZEIMT - FE2ESXKEMmR
= NDERESE T - MRESZTF - HEEHR
HEFR AR A IRAE - BLlEEREfM - .. .B&F
ESHNEIEERE - FREMNEXR LERZM E -
SRPAETFRLESHHEIZW - BINATER
SPITHENNS LRISH - BEES34F EFSR
BEXELEXWTY - AURBEFRNEEYERS -

O =FRRETR=E-FOOMERMES-5E51

WEEK 6 — DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

Rev. 12:1 "And a great sign was seen in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun,
and the moon underneath her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars."

5 "And she brought forth a son, a man-child, who is to shepherd all the
nations with an iron rod; and her child was caught up to God and to
His throne."

The wonderful, bright woman [in Revelation 12] has no covering, shadow,
or darkness. Everything is in the bright open air. This kind of church is a
victorious one. In this sense, there is no need for the church to fight against
Satan; Satan is already defeated and cast down, and the kingdom of Christ
is brought in. This woman is heavenly, bright, frank, and thoroughly crystal
clear. It is from such a wonderful church that the man-child is brought forth
(v. 5a). This woman is the third aspect of the church as the testimony of
Jesus. (The Testimony of Jesus, pp. 105-106)

Today's Reading

The man-child is the stronger part of the people of God. Among the people
of God, even among those in the Lord's recovery today, there is the stronger
part. The woman will be left on earth to pass through the great tribulation,
but the stronger part, the man-child, will be raptured to the throne of God
before the tribulation (Rev. 12:5b-6). The man-child will be raptured prior to
the tribulation because God needs the man-child to fight against Satan in the
heavens and cast him down to the earth (v. 9). Although God has many angels
who will fight against Satan, the final victory over the enemy will be gained
not because of the angels but because of the man-child. God needs the man-
child. God will shame Satan by using the very man Satan corrupted to defeat
him....The man-child will fight up to the throne to cast Satan down from the
heavens to the earth. Although Jesus has defeated Satan on the cross, there
is still the need for the church to execute His victory over the enemy. Because
many members of the Body have failed in this matter, only the stronger part
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of the Body, the man-child, will execute Christ's victory over Satan. The man-
child will be raptured to the heavens to accomplish this job.

The rapture is not mainly for our own blessing.... We must realize that
God has a need for us to be raptured; we must be raptured to heaven to fight
against the enemy.... If anyone does not go to heaven to meet Satan and cast
him down, Satan will come down to the earth to meet and overcome him. We
must be the man-child.

The fourth aspect of the church as the testimony of Jesus is that it is
God's farm to grow the divine crop. This crop is first the one hundred forty-
four thousand firstfruits, a small number, and then the harvest, the majority
(14:1-5,14-16). This tells us that in the church life we all need to grow. Verse 4
shows the way to grow. This verse says concerning the firstfruits, "These are
they who have not been defiled with women, for they are virgins. These are
they who follow the Lamb wherever He may go." In order to grow, we need
to stay away from any kind of defilement. Daniel and his three friends were
offered the best food by the royal palace in Babylon, but Daniel purposed in
his heart not to defile himself by eating food that had been offered to idols.
In this way, these young men kept themselves from being defiled (Dan. 1:5-6,
8)....Young people especially must be careful not to be defiled, and they must
also follow Jesus wherever He goes....If the young people will do this and
separate themselves to the Lord, they will grow every day, and they will be
the firstfruits produced by the church life.

The church is also a farm to grow Christ (1 Cor. 3:9)....Something within
us is growing, because the church is God's farm. Some on this farm will be
the firstfruits. They will ripen first because they are growing more quickly.
They are not defiled, and they follow the Lamb wherever He goes (Rev. 14:4).
The condition for growing quickly is to follow the Lamb. Wherever He goes,
we follow Him, and by following Him we grow more quickly. Then we will be
the firstfruits. Nevertheless, even those who grow more slowly will still ripen
to be the harvest. (The Testimony of Jesus, pp. 106-107, 137-138)

Further Reading: The Testimony of Jesus, ch. 11
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WEEK 6 — DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

Rev. 15:2-3 "And I saw as it were a glassy sea mingled with fire and those
who come away victorious from the beast and from his image and from
the number of his name standing on the glassy sea, having harps of
God. And they sing the song of Moses, the slave of God, and the song of
the Lamb, saying, Great and wonderful are Your works, Lord God the
Almighty! Righteous and true are Your ways, O King of the nations!"

Revelation 15:2-5 reveals the fifth aspect of the testimony of Jesus—the
overcomers standing on a glassy sea mingled with fire before God's heavenly
temple. A number of the saints are on the shore of this sea, singing the
song of Moses and the song of the Lamb. This is a picture signifying further
spiritual matters concerning the testimony of Jesus. The church as the
testimony of Jesus is composed of a group of saints who have been saved
through water, just as Noah was saved from his evil generation through
the water that flooded the earth (Gen. 6:11-14a) and as the Israelites were
saved through the water of the Red Sea not only from God's judgment but
also from the evil power of Pharaoh (Exo. 14:22, 29)....The flood for Noah
and the Red Sea for the Israelites were both a baptism (1 Pet. 3:20-21; 1 Cor.
10:1-2). Today we, the New Testament believers, are also baptized. The real
meaning of baptism is that it is a burial (Rom. 6:4). A certain man may be a
millionaire with banks, corporations, and many friends and relatives. It will
certainly be hard for such a man to break all these ties, but on the day he is
buried, he will finally come out of the world. Nothing separates us from all
the worldly ties as thoroughly as burial. Anyone who means business with
the Lord must see that he has come out of the world by passing through
water. (The Testimony of Jesus, pp. 108-109)

Today's Reading

In principle, the glassy sea before the throne of God signifies the operation
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of baptism. Eventually, in Revelation 15 certain of the saved ones are
standing on the shore of "baptism," rejoicing and singing just as Israel sang
the song of Moses on the shore of the Red Sea.

Revelation 15:2 tells us that the glassy sea is mingled with fire. This sea is
not of water but of fire. God's judgment over His fallen creation was firstly
with water, but after the flood God told Noah that He would not judge the
earth again with water (Gen. 9:15). Instead, from that time onward God's
judgment has always been with fire (19:24; Rev. 14:10; 18:8; 19:20; 20:910;
21:8). Therefore, the glassy sea mingled with fire signifies both kinds of
judgment by God, that by water and that by fire. This glassy sea eventually
issues in the lake of fire. In front of the tabernacle was the laver, in front of
the temple was the bronze sea with ten lavers, and in front of the heavenly
temple there is the glassy sea. Eventually, outside the New Jerusalem there
will be the lake of fire where all the things we buried in our baptism will go.

The Israelites were baptized in the Red Sea, but because they had become
old and fleshly in the wilderness, they needed to be baptized again in the
Jordan. Likewise, we may have been baptized ten years ago, but today we
may be full of dirt and old things. We must not bear these things in the
church life. In the church there is a glassy sea into which we can jump and
be washed. Today the baptistery is an entry for the negative things to go into
the lake of fire. We need to let the dirt, the world, and all the negative things
pass through that entrance and go into the lake of fire. If we are wearing
the modern fashions from the department store, we need the experience of
entering into the baptistery to be washed and allow those fashions to go to
the lake of fire. Then we will be in the New Jerusalem in our experience. We
must not despise the baptistery. It is the best place to send our earthly dirt
on the way to the lake of fire.... We must not keep the dirt on ourselves. We
must be cleansed in the church. (The Testimony of Jesus, pp. 109-110)

Further Reading: The Testimony of Jesus, ch. 9
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WEEK 6 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

Rev. 19:7-8 "...The marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has made
herself ready. And it was given to her that she should be clothed in fine linen,
bright and clean; for the fine linen is the righteousnesses of the saints."

S. S. 6:13 "Return, return, O Shulammite; return, return, that we may gaze
at you. Why should you gaze at the Shulammite, as upon the dance of
two camps?"

The sixth aspect [of the testimony of Jesus] is in Revelation 19, where
we see the bride prepared for a wedding by being clothed with fine linen,
bright and clean (vv. 7-8). The outer court of the tabernacle was also covered
with fine linen (Exo. 26:1). Linen signifies the expression of Christ in the
righteousnesses of the saints. Today as the testimony of Jesus the church
must be clothed with fine linen, being righteous, bright, pure, clean, clear,
and without mixture, spot, or any such thing (Eph. 5:26- 27). (The Testimony
of Jesus, p. 111)

Today's Reading

[We will be] conformed, ultimately, to be the wonderful Shulammite,
who, as the duplication of Solomon, is the greatest and ultimate figure of the
New Jerusalem as the counterpart of Christ.

[In Song of Songs 6:13] the Shulammite was like two camps, or armies, in the
eyes of God. These two armies are dancing in celebration of their victory....The
name Shulammite is not mentioned in the beginning of Song of Songs.... In this
verse the Shulammite is likened to two armies, or camps, dancing.

This phrase two armies in Hebrew is Mahanaim. This is not a common
word; it is a historical name from the Old Testament in Genesis 32:2. Jacob
decided to go back to his fathers' land when he could no longer stay with his
uncle Laban, to whom he had fled from his brother Esau. By that time he
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had four wives and many children, servants, flocks, and herds. However, his
twin brother Esau was still alive. Jacob was returning with the fear that Esau
still wanted to kill him. As he journeyed with his family, there were no strong
ones with him. There were only feeble ones, women and children. Jacob was
very frightened at the prospect of meeting Esau. On the way "the angels of
God met him," and Jacob said, "This is God's camp. So he called the name of
that place Mahanaim" (Gen. 32:1-2).

After he saw the two armies of God, Jacob did a marvelous thing. He divided
his wives, children, and the rest of his possessions into two groups, or "two
armies." He thought that if his brother Esau attacked one group, the other
group could escape being slaughtered. This is full of spiritual significance. These
two groups are not just the singular army of God but "two armies." This means
that we are more than conquerors. It also signifies a strong testimony. God does
not want "giants." He wants only the feeble ones, the weaker ones, the women
and children. They can become His armies because the fighting is not in their
hands but in His hands. He needs a people who are one with Him, a people who
are submissive to Him, signified by the plaited hair (S. S. 1:11), and obedient to
Him with a flexible will, signified by the neck with strings of jewels (v. 10).

Dear saints, when that day comes, all who are strong in themselves will be
disqualified. Those who are counted as overcomers will be the weaker ones
...who depend on the Lord.

In Revelation 3:8 the Lord said that those in Philadelphia had "a little
power."... If we are too able and too full of capacity in doing things, we are
finished. Today the Lord is waiting. He is still calling for overcomers. If
we say, "Lord, I can't overcome," the Lord will say, "My child, whatever
you cannot do, I will do for you. I resist the proud, but I give grace to
the humble." This is the principle of two armies (Mahanaim) dancing.
Remember that these two armies were composed of Jacob's wives and
children. Eventually, none of them fought against Esau. It was God who
fought Esau by changing his attitude....Today we are the reality of God's
armies (Mahanaim). (Crystallization-study of Song of Songs, pp. 9, 110-112)

Further Reading: Crystallization-study of Song of Songs, msgs. 1, 12

Thanksgiving Conference 2013 - Message 6 Morning Revival - Page 10



s 2 -
F/5H « A7~
e SRS

BtH14 “EREMRE, HEEL, FA&mk
&, X@aLiE, RMLib, 7

—— 10~11 "RAERXZ, R{EFRI—EZH K
i, HEAR AP AR KR e G 39 B B4 4
R A PR AT RM ;IR A e B LT
WMEL, WHRZEE, PAdeKd, 7

HBE*ZmiEE’\J%’-tHEzEE'—%ESI BSRGSHZER -
SBNENE S - mEEX LELSRESHENSZT -
EJTEZNIEEE S M ESHESKEZERN—ED

(BE+N14~19) - EFEE?&&E’JZ{E?E SRy ¥
nﬂl]EEE#IJZF (*ERH10) - GHBEZFEEEXRN
i\ - AEEOZM E - 58 *I]ﬂﬂfiiﬂﬂ’]ﬁf‘k%ﬁt

BEEFAKEIA-— TP ESEEESRMN  HEEESRK
BHERL - B4 - EL%%E&'E’JEET BEEZEHMNHRE
B (B+th20) (EBRSHBRIE - ——AZE—=0m) -

4?%@&

HR &% 2 MIERYSE )\ 5 E = HR B8 U2 ¥ﬁHBﬂ“H
RNEBERAEREEN (BE_-—11-18~19) -
FEEFHHELROFEFEFEER(E3 L) - Iltl:
ERERMHEZHEINET - # - EENTEE -
¥ﬁHBﬂ*§“§llvE SR EHRVETF - RIEHEBEEELS =
SItHiC—F "+ AATHNE - AREEHNTEEE
E’\J'?QEEJE?EF XTE HE%HBE%H}%?E}EEEW&"
BIMMUBNASZREE M - HEHROFEFEFEE
x - WERES LS AR E L RNEF - EIEMERES

B2 ESHNER FELHEEHBE“W L RFEMEWR - HEF
DUE ( HREARYIRIE - —=Om) -

MRS E— T HENEL - =—HEXHEERFHE

O =FRRETR=-FOOMEMES-5F11Q1

WEEK 6 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

Rev. 19:14 "And the armies which are in heaven followed Him on white
horses, dressed in fine linen, white and clean."

21:10-11 "And he...showed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out
of heaven from God, having the glory of God. Her light was like a most
precious stone, like a jasper stone, as clear as crystal."

The seventh aspect of the testimony of Jesus is the overcoming army
to fight against Antichrist. The stronger part of the church, the man-child
who fights against Satan in the heavens, will also be a part of the army that
fights with Christ against Satan on the earth (Rev. 19:14-19).... After all
the raptured saints are judged at the judgment seat of Christ (2 Cor. 5:10),
the overcomers will return to the earth with Christ as His heavenly army
to fight against Antichrist with his earthly armies.... Eventually, at the end
of this war, Christ will defeat Antichrist (Rev. 19:20). (The Testimony of
Jesus, p. 112)

Today's Reading

The eighth aspect of the testimony of Jesus is the New Jerusalem. The
wall of the New Jerusalem is built with jasper (Rev. 21:11, 18-19)....The
appearance of God on the throne is like jasper (4:3a). Therefore, jasper
signifies the precious and divine appearance, likeness, expression, and image
of God. That the New Jerusalem has the appearance of jasper signifies that
it is the fulfillment of Genesis 1:26. Man was made in God's image to express
God, and in the New Jerusalem this purpose will be fulfilled. The entire
redeemed human race will express God. The appearance of God is like jasper,
and the New Jerusalem will appear the same. Because the New Jerusalem is
the expression of God, it will be His consummate, corporate testimony. (The
Testimony of Jesus, pp. 112-113)

The New Jerusalem is a mutual abode. The Triune God in eternity will
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abide in His chosen people, and His chosen people will abide in Him. His
chosen people will be His abode, and He Himself will be their abode. This is
why the New Jerusalem, the holy city ...is a tabernacle for God's dwelling and
a temple for our dwelling, in which we live to serve God. (Living in and with
the Divine Trinity, p. 102)

We abide in Christ so that He may abide in us by dealing with the
constant word in the Scriptures, which is outside of us, and the present
word as the Spirit, which is within us (John 5:39-40; 6:63; 2 Cor. 3:6; Rev.
2:7). By the outward, written word we have the explanation, definition, and
expression of the mysterious Lord, and by the inward, living word we have
the experience of the abiding Christ and the presence of the practical Lord
(Eph. 5:26; 6:17-18). If we abide in the Lord's constant and written word,
His instant and living words will abide in us (John 8:31; 15:7; 1 John 2:14).
We abide in Him and His words abide in us so that we may speak in Him
and He may speak in us for the building of God into man and man into God
(John 15:7; 2 Cor. 2:17; 13:3; 1 Cor. 14:4b). (The Conclusion of the New
Testament, p. 3995)

After the millennial kingdom, the New Jerusalem as the totality of all
God's chosen and redeemed people will appear. In the thousand years the
bride wears fine linen, but in eternity the New Jerusalem will be built with
jasper (Rev. 21:18-19). In the Old Testament the tabernacle was covered with
white linen. However, this was something temporary, not eternal. After the
tabernacle there was the temple, which was built no longer with linen but
with precious stones....The final aspect of the testimony of Jesus...will be the
New Jerusalem in eternity, expressing God no longer only as white linen but
as precious, glowing, shining jasper.

Step after step and aspect after aspect, the testimony of Jesus begins with
the lampstands, passes through the great multitude, the universal, bright
woman, the firstfruits and harvest, the overcomers on the glassy sea, the
bride, and the army, and it finally comes to the New Jerusalem, where Christ
is fully expressed and testified. The New Jerusalem will be the testimony of
Jesus in the fullest, ultimate way. (The Testimony of Jesus, pp. 141-142)

Further Reading: Living in and with the Divine Trinity, ch. 10; The
Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 394
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