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Thanksgiving Conference 2013
THE MENDING MINISTRY OF JOHN

Banners

The central requirement for the building up of the church today
is the mending ministry of life—a ministry through which the broken spiritual net
is restored, perfected, and made stronger and in which we experience

Christ as our life and become the dwelling place of God.

Christ is the good Shepherd who laid down His life for the sheep so that, in the divine life,
there will be one flock and one Shepherd, and now He is shepherding us in life
for the Father's house—the divine and human incorporation
of the processed and consummated Triune God

with His redeemed, regenerated, and transformed elect.

Christ as the Son of Man is the High Priest, clothed with a garment reaching to the feet
and girded about at the breasts with a golden girdle, to cherish the churches

in His humanity and nourish them in His divinity.

While the Lord Jesus is arranging the world situation so that God's people may go on,
He is also exercising His heavenly ministry to especially supply God's lovers and seekers
with the heavenly riches, the divine element, so that they may be kept
at an overcoming level and transformed into precious stones

for the building of God's dwelling place.
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Thanksgiving Conference 2013
THE MENDING MINISTRY OF JOHN

Message One

The Mending Ministry of Life

Scripture Reading: Matt. 4:21; John 21:11; 12:24; 1 John 1:1-2; 5:11-13, 16

Outline
Day 1

. The ministry of the apostle John was a mending ministry, a

ministry of mending, or restoring, what had been damaged
after the time of Paul’s completing ministry; John mended
the broken spiritual net, perfecting it and making it
stronger—John 21:11; 1 John 1:1-2; 2:7-8:

. John’s ministry was to mend the damage that had been done to Paul’s

completing ministry—2 Tim. 1:15.

. After the death of Paul, Satan insidiously brought in heresies concerning the

person of Christ and false teachings that damaged the church—1 John 2:18-19.

. Because of the damage that had been done, there was the need for a

mending ministry; John was mending what was damaged, and his
writings repaired the torn fabric of the church—1:1-2; 2:20-25.

Day 2

II.When the Lord appeared to James and John and called

Thanksgiving Conference 2013 - Message 1 Outline - Page 1
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them, they were “mending their nets”—Matt. 4:21:

The Greek word for mending in this verse is used in 1 Corinthians 1:10
(“attuned”), Galatians 6:1 (“restore”), Ephesians 4:12 (“perfecting”), and
1 Thessalonians 3:10 (“complete”).

The mending ministry includes restoring, fixing, equipping, perfecting,
completing, and framing together.

James and John were mending their nets not necessarily because they
were broken; they were perfecting the nets, equipping them, and adding
something to make the nets stronger and more complete.

The mending ministry is to fix, restore, perfect, prepare, complete, add
to, adjust, equip, make suitable, and attune us so that we might be built
up together with others—1 Cor. 1:10; 2 Cor. 13:9; Gal. 6:1; 1 Thes. 3:10.

Without the mending, a lot of materials may be brought into the church,
but there will be no building; to pile material up requires no mending,
but to build up that material requires much mending, perfecting,
equipping, and attuning.

Day 3

I11. The ministry of the apostle John was a mending ministry

A.

of life—John 1:4; 10:10; 11:25; 1 John 1:1-2; 5:11-13, 16:

The Gospel of John is a book of life—1:4; 3:15-16, 36; 5:24; 11:25; 14:6;
20:31:

The life John speaks of is the eternal, uncreated life; this life is actually the Triune
God Himself—5:26; 11:25; 6:63.

The Lord Jesus came that we may have life abundantly; through His death and

Thanksgiving Conference 2013 - Message 1 Outline - Page 2
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resurrection He released this life and imparted it into us—10:10; 12:24; 19:34;
20:17, 31.

. This life is a wonderful person, indescribable in human language; when

John referred to Him in 1 John 1:1, he could only say “that which was from
the beginning,” speaking of the One who was with the Father from eternity
and was manifested to the apostles, who declared Him as life—vv. 2-3.

Day 4

. Today's broken situation among the believers and in the churches can be

mended only by the life-giving mending ministry; only life can mend—5:16:

. There are “holes” in us and many broken things that need to be mended.

. The holes and breaks must be mended by life in love; we can be mended only by the

ministry of life—2:25; 3:16.

. The central requirement for the building up of the church today is the

mending ministry of life; it is in this ministry that we experience Christ as
our life and become the dwelling place of God—John 2:19-22; 11:25; 14:2-3.

Day 5

IV. In 1 John we see the basic and substantial element of

John’s mending ministry—1:1-3, 7; 5:11-13:

A. The center of the revelation in 1 John is the divine fellowship of the divine

life—1:3, 7:

1. To enjoy the divine life, we need to abide in its fellowship according to the

divine anointing, based upon the divine birth with the divine seed for its
development—2:12—3:10.

Thanksgiving Conference 2013 - Message 1 Outline - Page 3
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. By the terminating water, the redeeming blood, and the germinating Spirit, we have

been born of God to be His children, possessing His divine life and partaking of His
divine nature—2:29—3:1; 5:1-13.

. Christ is now indwelling us through His Spirit to be our life and life supply so that

we may grow with His divine element unto His likeness at His manifestation—3:1-2,
24; 4:4,14-15,

. To abide in the divine fellowship of the divine life is to enjoy the divine

riches—2:6; 3:6:

. By such abiding, we walk in the divine light—1:5-7.

. By such abiding, we practice the truth, righteousness, love, the will of God, and His

commandments—v. 6; 2:5, 17, 29; 3:9-11; 4:7; 5:2.

. To preserve this abiding in the divine fellowship, three main negative

things need to be dealt with—sin, the world, and idols—1:7, 9; 2:15-17;
5:21:

. The safeguard against these negative things is our divine birth with the divine life

and the word of God that abides in us—v. 18; 2:14.

. Invirtue of our divine birth, we also overcome Satan’s evil world by our faith in the

Son of God—5:4-5.

. Our divine birth with the divine seed sown into our inner being enables us to not

live habitually in sin—3:5, 9; 5:18.

. In case we sin occasionally, we have our Paraclete as our propitiation to care for our

case before our Father God, and the Son’s everlasting, efficacious blood cleanses
us—2:1-2; 1:7.

Day 6
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WEEK 1— DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

1 John 1:1-2 “That which was from the beginning, which we have heard,
which we have seen with our eyes, which we beheld and our hands
handled, concerning the Word of life (and the life was manifested, and
we have seen and testify and report to you the eternal life, which was
with the Father and was manifested to us)”

John's ministry was a mending ministry. When Peter was called by the
Lord, he was fishing, but when John was called, he was mending the net
(Matt. 4:21). Peter did a great deal of fishing, bringing in a multitude of
people. However, John mended the spiritual net, for his ministry of mending
was a mending ministry of life. Only life can mend, covering all the holes in
the spiritual net. How much this is needed today! There are so many holes in
the Christian net. What can mend them? Nothing but life. This is the reason
that we have been burdened over and over again with this matter of life.
Some people laugh at us, saying, "Don't you know anything except the one
word life?" Yes, in a sense, we only know life, nothing else. We do not know
anything else because we do not need anything else. Life is our only need.
(Life-study of John, p. 12)

Today's Reading

All of John's writings are the final words of the divine revelation in the
Scriptures.... Although many words may be spoken, the decision depends
upon the final word. (Life-study of John, p. 12)

Paul's last book, 2 Timothy, was written about A.D. 66. During the next
twenty-five years or so heresies sprang up, claiming that Christ was not God
or that Christ had not come in the flesh. Thus, about A.D. 90 John's writings
appeared. The Gospel of John was written to testify to the fact that Christ
was indeed God (John 1:1; 20:28). His first Epistle was written to confirm
that Christ had truly come in the flesh (1 John 4:2-3).

Thanksgiving Conference 2013 - Message 1 Morning Revival - Page 1
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John's ministry, then, was to mend the damage which had been done to
Paul's ministry. If the sleeve of my jacket gets ripped, it must be mended
according to the original pattern.... All it needs is to be made stronger where
it was ripped; then it is properly mended. The Lord's recovery today is in
the time of the mending ministry. We must therefore be brought back to the
original, but in a strengthened way.

How can we say that John's ministry is stronger than Paul's? In other
messages we have said that Paul's ministry is stronger than John's!
Now we are speaking from another standpoint. Paul did tell us that the
church is the Body of Christ, the fullness of the One who fills all in all, the
household of God, the house of God, the kingdom of God, the bride, and
the warrior. But Paul did not tell us that the church is a lampstand. Nor
did he tell us that the church will consummate in the New Jerusalem. Is
a city not greater than a house? John's ministry is stronger, deeper, and
higher than Paul's!

After the time of Paul, whose writings were finished about A.D. 66,
differing teachings crept in to damage the church. In the quarter century
after the death of Paul, Satan insidiously brought in false teachings regarding
both the Person of Christ and the church. Heresies came in, claiming that
Christ was not God, was not the Son of God, and even that He did not come
in the flesh....Paul completed the revelation in the Bible, but before too long
it was damaged. Thus, after the completing ministry, there needed to be a
mending ministry. With these two ministries the Bible is concluded. Notice
that with John's writings the Gospels are concluded; the Gospel of John
was the last to be written. Then his three Epistles are the conclusion of the
Epistles. Finally his Revelation brings to an end the New Testament and even
the whole Bible.

These writings were to repair the torn fabric of the church. How much we
owe to his mending ministry! (The Mending Ministry of John, pp. 52, 2, 8)

Further Reading: Life-study of John, msg. 1; The Mending Ministry of
John, ch. 1

Thanksgiving Conference 2013 - Message 1 Morning Revival - Page 2



Xvg 21 Db FRAA MBS, HATRKGLTH
AotV 5 K, A LA, AR B A, ]

ARAT— 10 TR, RFEM ZIRGKAT L, &
RARVAR S — 4 0935, AR P R A R 7T A 2L,
PEE—HBHSER—HOERLR, hikfesk, |

EEXOESZNAHARNEGE - AL ETAR
MEEMME - THfE. — 8P "H. F - FEXME
NS+ _8iPRRARZEEMN "TlZE. - EMAE
—E+& - B— I NEEF TRLIME.  RE—
Al ME—RBEEEEE - —ESHNERE -

EMRE=F18 - EREMEEEF "THE. ¢ "THERM
BEORERR - o BEIOIER . TEHMRPSLHNRE - 4
HMANGBEOLAE MEBAERTEWHL - EANMIUKAE
—#iER - TEIERABAREEBRICHAE - (RPIBEAIA -
TERBENEROEERNA - dREELEBC @ &R/
WElEs - 0 ERHN THE.  BRXNIERENTF -

AFS AR RREE—E (FE) F: T8
Ha ~ TEHH. - TRE. - THE. - TSR, - TE
By » TEES. AN TRE. (FERXE-NAEOFSE
—f-0="H) -

HEFEANMT A —ESERE T mMRIEH - 4
W T - BEFABHENREER - EEMER
= - M EEERREMPIAME - tPIEERLE
ME—LEEBEREMEE - tMMEMAETSE -
FFEE TR EME—LEEE - REFPETE -

O =FRREERE-F 1R RHEES-5$3 8

WEEK 1 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 4:21"...He saw another two brothers, James the son of Zebedee and
John his brother...mending their nets; and He called them."

1 Cor. 1:10 "Now I beseech you, brothers, through the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that you all speak the same thing and that there be no divisions among
you, but that you be attuned in the same mind and in the same opinion."

When the Lord appeared to James and John, they were not fishing, but
mending their nets. The word mending is a good translation, but it is not as good
as the original text. This word is the same as that used in Ephesians 4:12 for
perfecting the saints. Then in 1 Corinthians 1:10 this word is translated "attuned,"
the only difference being that one is in the active voice and the other in the passive.

In 1 Thessalonians 3:10 this word is translated "complete," that we may
"complete the things that are lacking in your faith." It would be correct to
translate this verse in this way: that we may "mend up the deficiencies in
your faith."... Then Galatians 6:1 says, "Even if a man is overtaken in some
offense, you who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of meekness...."
Restore is the same word.

All of these different words have been used to translate this one [Greek]
word: to prepare, to mend, to equip, to perfect, to complete, to fix, to join
together, and to restore. (CWWL, 1970, vol. 1, p. 313)

Today's Reading

James and John were not necessarily mending their nets because they
were broken. They may have been broken, but it does not mean exactly
that. It means that they were fixing or equipping their nets. They were
adding something to the nets to perfect them. They were perfecting the nets,
equipping them, and adding something to make the nets more complete.
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The first kind of ministry is to fish for men—this means to bring men into
the kingdom of God. The second ministry is to mend men. The first ministry
is to bring them in, and the second ministry is to build them up, to prepare
them, to fix them, to equip them, and to make them more complete.

To follow the Lord is simply for these two ministries. The Lord Jesus
called Peter and Andrew to participate in the fishing ministry. Then following
this, the Lord called James and John to take care of the mending ministry.
The fishing ministry is to bring people in, and the mending ministry is to
fix, frame together, perfect, prepare, complete, add to, adjust, equip, make
suitable, and attune in order that we all might be built up together with
others. To follow Jesus is for these two ministries. We need to remember
that these two ministries are outside of religion.

Without the mending, a lot of materials may be brought in, but there
will be no building. Either the materials will be scattered, or they may be
piled up. To be piled up is one thing, but to be built up is another. A heap of
material is quite different from a building. To pile material up requires no
mending, but to build up that material requires much mending, perfecting,
equipping, and attuning. Therefore, in the church we need first the fishing
ministry and then the mending ministry.

This is the way to follow the Lord Jesus in the New Testament service. It is
not by working for Him that we follow Him. We need to be attracted by His
shining, and we need to be transformed by His shining so that we become
the light. Then we can be fishers and menders.

The New Jerusalem will be the ultimate issue of these two kinds of
ministries. This is the Lord's intention, and this is what the Lord is doing
today. It should be like this, and we need to be in this flow. We need to have
the great light wrought into us so that we become the light, sharing either in
the fishing ministry or in the mending ministry (CWWL, 1970, vol.1, pp. 313-
314, 318-319)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1970, vol.1, "New Testament Service," ch. 9;
The Mending Ministry of John, ch. 2
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WEEK 1— DAY 3
Morning Nourishment

John 1:4 "In Him was life, and the life was the light of men."

10:10 "The thief does not come except to steal and kill and destroy; I have
come that they may have life and may have it abundantly."”

11:25 "...I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes into Me, even
if he should die, shall live."

Brothers and sisters, you need life. Other things may enlarge the holes;
life will close every gap. We need John's ministry. John's ministry, the last
ministry in the Bible and the ministry with which the Bible concludes, was a
mending ministry of life. (Life-study of John, p. 12)

Today's Reading

The Gospel of John is a book of life and it never gives answers that are
according to the tree of knowledge of good and evil, but always turns people
to the tree of life. There are no answers of right or wrong, good or bad, yes
or no. There is only one thing—Ilife. You do not need to be right, just like you
do not need to be wrong. You need only to care for life. When you have life,
everything is fine. (Life-study of John, p. 244)

Life is wonderful because it is mysterious. Even our human life is a
mystery. How much more the life of God! Life is mentioned repeatedly in
the Gospel of John, far more than in the other Gospels. The life John speaks
of is the eternal, uncreated life, which is God Himself. Surely such a life is a
mystery! Eventually John tells us that this life is the divine Spirit Himself.

We can all be assured that this Christ is within us. Wherever we go, He
is within. When we are happy with Him, attending the meetings, praying,
and pray-reading, we may not have a strong sense that He is within. But if
we go against Him, He will appear to us in a strong way. If we go to a movie
or to a gambling casino, He will speak to us from within, "What are you
doing here?" Our Lord is real, living, present, and within. We do not have a
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religion. What need have we for a religion? We have the living Christ! He is
what we need and what we have.

John's mending ministry strongly stresses this point that Christ lives in
us (14:17, 23; 15:4-5). He is real, living, and powerful, yet kind, loving, and
patient. We must not think that if we offend Him, He will leave. The more we
offend Him, the more He will convince us that He will never leave!

John first introduces Jesus as God. Eventually He tells us that this very
One is now in us. He is the embodiment of the Father (14:8-11), He is the
Son, and in resurrection He has become the indwelling Spirit. With Him we
have the Triune God. He is our life.

The Gospel of John is a book of life. This life is simply the Triune God
Himself. Christ came that we might have this life and might have it abundantly
(John 10:10). Through His death and resurrection He released this life and has
imparted it into us. We now have the Triune God within us as our life.

John [in 1 John 1:1-3] does not use the word gospel. Rather, what [the
apostles] declared was life. He describes life as "that which was from the
beginning,” which they have heard, seen, and handled concerning the Word
of life. This life, John says, was manifested and was seen by them; now they
are declaring it to others.

What life is this? Was John presenting a doctrine? Was it the gospel? This
life is a wonderful person, indescribable in human language. John could say
only "that which" when he referred to Him! This person was with the Father
from eternity. He was manifested and handled by the apostles, who then
declared Him as life.

Surely it is a strange message which says that a person is life. In our
natural thinking we do not consider life as a person. Life is one thing; a
person is another. A person has life, but we do not say that he is life. John
boldly declared—he does not say preached or taught—this life, who is a
person. (The Mending Ministry of John, pp. 9, 16, 37, 53)

Further Reading: The Mending Ministry of John, chs. 3-5
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WEEK 1— DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

1 John 5:16 "If anyone sees his brother sinning a sin not unto death, he
shall ask and he will give life to him, to those sinning not unto death.
There is a sin unto death; I do not say that he should make request
concerning that."

3:16 "In this we know love, that He laid down His life on our behalf, and
we ought to lay down our lives on behalf of the brothers."

[First John 5:16] is the only reference in the Bible to ministering life to
someone. How is it possible to give life to someone?... | can give him, say, a
watch, but what does it mean to give him life? It means that | impart Christ
to him. It is of no help to talk doctrines to him. He has sinned because he is
short of life. When we are short of the Lord Jesus, we commit sin. Doctrine
will not help us to overcome sin. Only one person can overcome sin, and that
is the Lord Jesus. (The Mending Ministry of John, p. 93)

Today's Reading

Husbands, do not rebuke your wife....Rebuking makes the situation worse.
What can you do? You may say that you must love her. Sometimes that may help,
but love may corrupt and do damage. Only Christ works. Only life helps. We
husbands must minister life to our wives.

Sisters, deep in your heart you may have the intention to subdue your
husband. Husbands like to rebuke; wives like to subdue. You will never succeed
in subduing your husband; God created man to be over you. The only husband
who can be subdued is the clever one; he will merely be tricking you into thinking
he is subdued. Give up your efforts to subdue your husband. What he needs is for
you to minister life to him. You must minister a portion of Christ to him. Both
husbands and wives need more Christ. Only He saves.
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What short simple words John uses! "Give life to him"—a first grader can read
this. Yet how marvelous is the expression, found nowhere else in the Bible! Some
may protest that the Bible tells us to admonish and rebuke. It does, but this is not
the word of the mending ministry here. Why is Christianity so degraded? One
reason is that there are many to admonish but few to give life. What can mend
today's broken situation? Only the life-giving mending ministry. (The Mending
Ministry of John, pp. 93-94)

John's Gospel is not a book of teachings or gifts. In the Gospel of John and
in Revelation as well, we do not see the teachings or the gifts; what we see is life.
John's ministry was a ministry of the mending of life. There are many holes in us;
there are many broken things, that need to be mended....Gifts bring in the breaks,
divisions, in the Body. We can be mended only by the ministry of life.

First Corinthians speaks of the matter of divisions and shows that the cause
of the divisions among the Corinthians was the gifts. In 1 Corinthians Paul says
that the Corinthian believers did not lack in any gift (1:7). They had all the gifts,
and because they paid too much attention to the gifts and overused the gifts, there
were divisions among them. They needed the ministry of mending, and the apostle
Paul ministered to them in this way. Chapter 13 of 1 Corinthians is the ministry of
mending, the mending by love in life. The breaks and holes must be mended by
love in life. Although we may speak in tongues and speak even the language of the
angels, if we do not have love in life, we are like sounding brass, a sound without
the life (v. 1). How different this is from being a branch in the vine or a grain of
wheat, which quietly lives by Christ.

In a certain sense we do need teachings, and occasionally we need the gifts. But
the central requirement for the building up of the church today is the mending
ministry of life. It is in this ministry that we experience Christ as our life and as
the tabernacle, the dwelling of God. By this ministry we will have the enlarged
tabernacle as the very expression of Christ....By taking Christ as our life, we will all
become a real, practical, living part of this greater tabernacle. (The Vision of God's
Building, pp. 170-172)

Further Reading: The Mending Ministry of John, chs. 11-12; CWWL, 1964, vol.
4, "The Vision of God's Building," ch. 14
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WEEK 1— DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

1 John 1:3 "That which we have seen and heard we report also to you that
you also may have fellowship with us, and indeed our fellowship is with
the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ."

7 "But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship
with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from
every sin."

The word this in 1 John 5:20 implies that God, Jesus Christ, and eternal life
are one. In doctrine, there may be a distinction between God, Christ, and eternal
life, but in our experience they are one. When we are in God and in Jesus Christ
and when we experience eternal life, we find that all these are one. Therefore,
John concludes verse 20 by saying, "This is the true God and eternal life." This
sentence...is actually the conclusion of the entire book. What this Epistle reveals is
the true God and eternal life.

John's last word, in 5:21, is the charge to guard ourselves from idols.
Anything that is a substitute or replacement for the true God and eternal life is
an idol. We need to live, walk, and have our being in this God and in this life. If
we do not live in the true God and eternal life, then we shall have a substitute
for the true God, and this substitute will be an idol. (Life-study of 1 John, pp.

356-357)
Today's Reading

The center of the revelation in 1 John is the divine fellowship of the divine
life, the fellowship between the children of God and their Father God, who is
not only the source of the divine life, but also light and love as the source of the
enjoyment of the divine life (1:1-7). To enjoy the divine life we need to abide in
its fellowship according to the divine anointing (2:12-28; 3:24), based upon the
divine birth with the divine seed for its development (2:29-3:10). This divine
birth was carried out by three means: the terminating water, the redeeming
blood, and the germinating Spirit (5:1-13). By these we have been born of God
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to be His children, possessing His divine life and partaking of His divine nature
(2:29-3:1). He is now indwelling us through His Spirit (3:24; 4:4,13) to be our
life and life supply that we may grow with His divine element unto His likeness
at His manifestation (3:1-2).

To abide in the divine fellowship of the divine life, that is, to abide in the Lord
(2:6; 3:6), is to enjoy all His divine riches. By such abiding, we walk in the divine
light (1:5-7) and practice the truth, righteousness, love, the will of God, and His
commandments (1:6; 2:29, 5; 3:10-11; 2:17; 5:2) by the divine life received through
the divine birth (2:29; 4:7).

To preserve this abiding in the divine fellowship, three main negative
things need to be dealt with. The first is sin, which is lawlessness and
unrighteousness (1:7-2:6; 3:4-10; 5:16-18). The second is the world, which
is composed of the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the vainglory of
this life (2:15-17; 4:3-5; 5:4-5, 19). The last is idols, which are the heretical
substitutes for the genuine God and the vain replacements of the real
God (5:21). These three categories of exceedingly evil things are weapons
used by the evil one, the devil, to frustrate, harm, and, if possible, even
annihilate our abiding in the divine fellowship. The safeguard against his
evil doing is our divine birth with the divine life (5:18), and, based upon the
fact that the Son of God has through His death on the cross destroyed the
works of the devil (3:8), we overcome him by the word of God that abides
in us (2:14). In virtue of our divine birth, we also overcome his evil world
by our faith in the Son of God (5:4-5). Moreover, our divine birth with the
divine seed sown into our inner being enables us not to live habitually in
sin (3:9; 5:18), because Christ has taken away sins through His death in
the flesh (3:5). In case we sin occasionally, we have our Paraclete as our
propitiation to care for our case before our Father God (2:1-2), and the
Son's everlasting efficacious blood cleanses us (1:7). Such a revelation is the
basic and substantial element of the apostle's mending ministry (Life-study

of 1 John, pp. 357-358)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 John, msg. 40; The Mending Ministry of
John, chs. 7-8
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WEEK 1 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

John 12:24 "Truly, truly, I say to you, Unless the grain of wheat falls into
the ground and dies, it abides alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit."

1 Cor. 10:17 "Seeing that there is one bread, we who are many are one
Body; for we all partake of the one bread."

In John 12:24 the Lord likened Himself to a grain of wheat.... Christ died
in the form of a grain of wheat in order to release the divine life and impart
it to us. Originally life is only in the single grain. But through death the life in
this grain is released and imparted into many grains. We are those grains of
wheat! (The Mending Ministry of John, p. 6)

Today's Reading

John 1:12-13 reveals that we are God's children. "But as many as received
Him, to them He gave the authority to become children of God, to those who
believe into His name, who were begotten not of blood, nor of the will of the
flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God." How is it that we human beings
can be children of God? It is because God's life has come into us. This came
about because a grain of wheat fell into the ground and died. The life in that
grain has been released into many grains. We are those many grains, God's
children possessing His life.

What are the grains of wheat used for? They are to make a loaf of bread.
We who are many are one bread, one Body (1 Cor. 10:17). The many sons of
God are the members of Christ for Him to have a living Body.

This matter of the many grains possessing the divine life that Christ may
have a Body is almost entirely overlooked by the vast majority of Christians.
This item was damaged. John stepped in to repair the damage. The other
Gospels do not cover this. It is John who tells us that our Christ was God;
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that He became a man to bring us reality and grace; that for us to receive
Him He died on the cross—as the Lamb of God to take away our sins; as the
brass serpent to destroy the devil; and as the grain of wheat to release the
divine life into many grains, children of God for the Body of Christ.

From typology we know that the many grains are for the making of a loaf
of bread. First Christ was alone, but after His death and resurrection many
grains sprang up. By the blending together of these grains into one loaf, the
church as the Body of Christ was produced. (The Mending Ministry of John,

pp. 7-8, 41)

The Lord Jesus fell into the ground and died that His divine element,
His divine life, might be released from within the shell of His humanity to
produce many believers in resurrection (1 Pet. 1:3), just as a grain of wheat
has its life element released by falling into the ground and growing up out of
the ground to bear much fruit, that is, to bring forth many grains. Instead of
receiving a warm welcome, the Lord preferred to fall into the ground and die
as a grain of wheat that He might produce many grains for the church. The
Lord, as a grain of wheat falling into the ground, lost His soul-life through
death that He might release His eternal life in resurrection to the "many
grains." (Life-study of John, p. 315)

Christ is the one grain of wheat (John 12:24) for death resulting in
resurrection. This refers to Himself as the divine seed to produce many
grains (the people who receive Him) to become His many members who
constitute His organic Body which consummates in the New Jerusalem....
Although we are the many grains, we do not like to be ground in order to
be blended. But we need to be broken. Then we can be blended with others.
We should not remain as whole grains. We have to be broken and ground
into fine flour so that we can be blended with others for making a loaf. This
loaf is the Body of Christ which consummates in the New Jerusalem. (The
Crystallization-study of the Gospel of John, p. 83)

Further Reading: The Crystallization-study of the Gospel of John, msg. 7;
The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 282; Experiencing the Mingling
of God with Man for the Oneness of the Body of Christ, ch. 2
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WEEK 1 — HYMN

Hymns, #203

In the bosom of the Father,
Ere the ages had begun,
Thou wast in the Father’s glory,
God’s unique begotten Son.
When to us the Father gave Thee,
Thou in person wast the same,
All the fulness of the Father
In the Spirit to proclaim.

By Thy death and resurrection,
Thou wast made God’s firstborn Son;
By Thy life to us imparting,
Was Thy duplication done.
We, in Thee regenerated,
Many sons to God became;
Truly as Thy many brethren,
We are as Thyself the same.

Once Thou wast the only grain, Lord,
Falling to the earth to die,

That thru death and resurrection
Thou in life may multiply.

We were brought forth in Thy nature
And the many grains became;

As one loaf we all are blended,
All Thy fulness to proclaim.

We’re Thy total reproduction,
Thy dear Body and Thy Bride,
Thine expression and Thy fulness,
For Thee ever to abide.
We are Thy continuation,
Thy life-increase and Thy spread,
Thy full growth and Thy rich surplus,
One with Thee, our glorious Head.
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