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2013 Winter Training

Crystallization-Study of Genesis (2)

Message Ten

Two Wells—Two Sources of Living

Scripture Reading: Gen. 21:15-34
Day 1

I. A well signifies the source of one’s living; the two wells in
Genesis 21:15-34 signify two sources of living:

A. One well is the natural source in the wilderness of our soul; this
source is represented by Ishmael, who lived in the wilderness and
was joined to Egypt—vv. 19-21.

B. The other well is the redeemed source in the garden of our spirit;
this source is represented by Isaac, who lived at Beersheba and was
brought to Mount Moriah—vv. 25, 31; cf. 22:2.

C. Today there are two kinds of Christians:

1. One kind is like Ishmael, living for themselves in the wilderness of their soul and
being joined to the world—1 John 2:15-17.

2. The other kind is like Isaac, living for God in their spirit and in the church life
and being brought to Zion—Rom. 8:4; 12:4-5; 16:1; Rev. 14:1.

3. Even we, real Christians, may be like Ishmael, living in and for ourselves and
being joined to the world, unless, as typified by Isaac, we live in our spirit and
in the church life so that we might reach God'’s goal—21:2; 22:16a.
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I1. Ishmael’s well, the source of his living, was in the

wilderness, a place rejected by God—Gen. 21:19-21;
25:12, 18:

A. Ishmael’s well, the source of his living, made him an archer—21:20:

1. An archer is a wild hunter like Nimrod in 10:8-12, a killer in the wilderness.

2. If we stay in the wilderness of our soul and drink water out of the well for
Ishmael, the source of his living, we will be made an archer using the bow to kill

life for building up our own kingdom, not a planter growing life for the building
up of God's kingdom.

B. Ishmael’s well, the source of his living, joined him to Egypt, to the
world—21:21:

1. Hagar took a wife for Ishmael from Egypt, her own source, sealing him with the
things of Egypt.

2. There is a well, a source of living, that can make us a wild hunter who kills life
and that can join us to the world.

Day 2&Day 3

II1. Isaac’s well, the source of his living, was in Beer-
sheba—vv. 25, 31:

A. Many verses in the Bible refer to this well, the divine source:

1. At Elim “there were twelve springs of water and seventy palm trees"—Exo. 15:27:
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a. In the Bible a spring signifies life that flows out of God in resurrection— John
4:10, 14; 7:37-39; Rev. 22:1.

b. Palm trees signify life that is flourishing, rejoicing in satisfaction, and victorious
over tribulation—Psa. 92:12; Lev. 23:40; Neh. 8:15; John 12:13; Rev. 7:9.

2. “Then Israel sang this song: Spring up, O well! Sing to it! / The well, which the
leaders sank, / Which the nobles of the people dug, / With the scepter, with
their staffs”"—Num. 21:17-18:

a. The well here at Beer typifies Christ within us—v. 16; John 4:11-12, 14.

b. The digging of the well signifies the digging away of the “dirt,” the barriers in
our heart—our mind, emotion, will, and conscience —so that the Spirit as the
living water may spring up within us and flow freely—cf. Gen. 26:15, 18.

3. “Afountain in gardens, / A well of living water, / And streams from Lebanon”—S.
S. 4:15:

a. The fountain in gardens and the well of living water of the life-giving Spirit
are streams from the resurrection and ascension life (Lebanon, v. 8)— John
7:38-39.

b. The fountain and the spring stream out from the overcomers, flowing out from
what they are and from where they are.

B. The well for Isaac was a redeemed well— Gen. 21:28-32:

1. Abraham redeemed this well at the cost of seven ewe lambs.

2. In typology these lambs signify the full redemption of Christ, indicating that
the divine living water has been redeemed, bought back, by Christ’s full
redemption—Eph. 1:7; 1 Pet. 1:18-19; John 19:34:
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a. Today the whole human race is living by a source that is without redemption; we
are living by a redeemed source.

b. The living water that we are drinking today is not natural; it is water that has
been redeemed at a great cost.

C. The well for Isaac also needed a covenant— Gen. 21:31-32:

1. The covenant here, involving the redeeming of the well at Beer-sheba, is a seed
of the new covenant, enacted through Christ’s redeeming blood—Matt. 26:28;
Luke 22:20; Heb. 8:8-13.

2. Isaac drank of redeemed water, the water of the covenant; likewise, the
living water that the New Testament believers drink today is redeemed and
covenanted water—John 4:14: Heb. 8:10-13.

Day 4

IV. “Abraham planted a tamarisk tree in Beer-sheba, and
there he called on the name of Jehovah, the Eternal
God”—Gen. 21:33:

A. As the tree of life is the center of Genesis 2, the tamarisk tree is the
center of Genesis 21:

1. A tamarisk tree, having slender branches and very fine leaves, portrays the
flow of the riches of life, the issue of the experience of the tree of life; thus, the
tamarisk tree signifies the tree of life experienced and expressed—2:9-10.

2. The fact that Abraham planted a tamarisk tree after making the covenant for the
well at Beer-sheba indicates that the water of which he drank was flowing in a
rich way—21:32-33; cf. John 7:37-39.

3. The church life today is by the well in Beer-sheba; when we drink of this water
and live by it, we will be like a tamarisk tree flowing with the riches of life:
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a. The church should be at the well of an oath with a covenant and should also be
full of tamarisk trees, the tree of life experienced by us—1:4; 10:10.

b. Our Christian life and the proper church life are both a tamarisk tree, expressing
the tree of life by which we live —6:57b.

Day 5

B. There in Beer-sheba by the tamarisk tree Abraham called on the
name of Jehovabh, the Eternal God— Gen. 21:33:

1. Here we have a special title of God—Jehovah, EI Olam; EI means “the Mighty
One,” and Olam, meaning “eternal” or “eternity,” comes from a Hebrew root
meaning “to conceal,” “to hide”:

a. Abraham experienced God as the Eternal One, as the secret and mysterious One.

b. God’s existence is eternal, for He has neither beginning nor ending; He is the
Eternal God—Psa. 90:2; Isa. 40:28.

¢. The divine title EI Olam implies eternal life —1 John 1:2; 2:25; 5:11-13.

2. In Genesis 21 Abraham experienced God as the eternal life, as the divine person
who is concealed, veiled, hidden, mysterious, secret, and yet real, ever-existing,
and everliving, without beginning or ending—Exo. 3:14; John 3:16:

Day 6
a. The eternal life is the life “which is really life"—1 Tim. 6:19b.
b. Life is the Triune God dispensed into us and living in us:

1) God the Father is the source of life (John 5:26), God the Son is the embodiment
of life (1:4), and God the Spirit is the flow of life (4:14b).
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2) God the Father is the light of life (Rev. 21:23; 22:5), God the Son is the tree of
life (v. 2), and God the Spirit is the river of life (v. 1).

c. The eternal life, which is the Son, not only was with the Father but also was
living and acting in communion with the Father in eternity—1 John 1:1-2; John
1:1-2.

d. The eternal life was manifested to the apostles, who saw, testified, and reported
this life to people; the manifestation of the eternal life includes the revelation
and impartation of life to men, with a view to bringing man into the eternal life,
into its union and communion with the Father—1 John 1:1-3.

e. The eternal life was promised by God, released through Christ’s death, and
imparted to the believers through Christ’s resurrection—2:25; John 3:14-15;
12:24; cf. Luke 12:49-50; 1 Pet. 1:3.

f. The eternal life was received by the believers through believing in the Son; after
the believers receive eternal life, this life becomes their life — John 3:15-16,
36a; Col. 3:4a; John 1:12-13.
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« WEEK 10 — DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment

Rom. 8:4 "That the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in
us, who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the spirit."

1 John 2:15 "Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone
loves the world, love for the Father is not in him."

Out of Abraham two kinds of people came into existence. One is
represented by Ishmael who lived in the wilderness and who was joined to
Egypt; the other is represented by Isaac who lived at Beer-sheba and who
was brought to Mount Moriah. Today there are also two kinds of Christians.
One kind is like Ishmael, living for themselves in the wilderness of their soul
and being joined to the world. The other kind is like Isaac, living for God in
their spirit and in the church and being brought to Zion. Even we, the real
Christians, may be like Ishmael, living in and for ourselves and being joined
to the world, unless, as typified by Isaac, we live in our spirit and in the
church that we might reach God's goal. (Life-study of Genesis, p. 751)

Today's Reading

[The two wells in Genesis 21:15-34 signify two sources of living.] The
source from which Ishmael drank made him an archer, one who lived wildly
for himself. But Isaac's source of living made him a burnt offering, one who
was offered to God for His satisfaction [22:2, 9].

This source of living led Isaac up to Moriah, not down to Egypt (22:2).
Ishmael's source of living leads people downward, but Isaac's source leads people
upward to the mountain in Moriah where Jerusalem was later built. This going
up to Moriah kept God's people from the Philistines. We also need to go up from
Beer-sheba to Jerusalem, not only having the church life at Beer-sheba but also
in Jerusalem. Ultimately, this proper source of life will make all of us Isaacs and
will lead us to the New Jerusalem.
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Here we have another seed of the divine revelation. Ishmael lived in the
wilderness and was joined to Egypt, but Isaac lived in a planted place and was led
to Moriah. The mountain in Moriah eventually became Mount Zion upon which
God's temple was built (2 Chron. 3:1), thus becoming the center of the good land
that God gave to Abraham and his descendants. After his descendants followed
the way of Ishmael and went down to Egypt, God brought them out of that land
with the intention of bringing them into the good land of Canaan. But their
unbelief kept them wandering in the wilderness where Ishmael lived. Eventually,
God brought their children into the good land and chose Jerusalem, which was
built on Mount Moriah, as the unique center for them to worship Him.

Ishmael's well, the source of his living, was in the wilderness close
to Egypt (Gen. 21:19-21; 25:12, 18). In the Bible, the wilderness always
represents a place rejected by God. God never accepts the wilderness. As long
as we are in the wilderness, we are rejected by Him. The best illustration of
this is the wandering in the wilderness by the children of Israel. In figure, the
wilderness also signifies our soul. If we live in our soul, we are straying in the
wilderness that is rejected by God. The wilderness where Ishmael's well was
located was close to Egypt. He could easily drift from there into Egypt. This
means that when we are in our soul, in our natural being, we are wandering
in the wilderness and can easily drift into the world.

Ishmael's source of living eventually joined him to Egypt, that is, to the
world (21:21). When Hagar took a wife for Ishmael, she took a wife from
Egypt, from her own source. Being an Egyptian, she desired to have an
Egyptian woman as her daughter-in-law. By taking a wife out of the land of
Egypt for Ishmael, Hagar sealed him with the things of Egypt. We see from
all this that there is a well, a source of living, that can make us a wild hunter
who Kkills life and that can join us to the world. (Life-study of Genesis, pp.

750-751, 744-745)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msgs. 46, 56
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<« WEEK 10 — DAY 2 »
Morning Nourishment

Gen. 21:30-32 "And he said, These seven ewe lambs you shall take from
my hand, that it may be a witness for me that I dug this well. Therefore
he called that place Beer-sheba, because there the two of them swore
an oath. So they made a covenant at Beer-sheba..."

Luke 22:20 "And similarly the cup after they had dined, saying, This cup
is the new covenant established in My blood, which is being poured out
for you."

Praise the Lord that there is another well—the well for Isaac (Gen. 21:22-
34). Many verses in the Bible speak of this positive well. Psalm 36:8 says, “You
cause them to drink of the river of Your pleasures.” The Lord likes to make
us drink of His river of pleasures. In John 4:14 the Lord Jesus said, “Whoever
drinks of the water that I will give him shall by no means thirst forever;
but the water that I will give him will become in him a fountain of water
springing up into eternal life.” This means that God Himself will be our life.
In John 7:37 and 38 the Lord Jesus also spoke of drinking: “If anyone thirsts,
let him come to Me and drink. He who believes into Me, as the Scripture
said, out of his innermost being shall flow rivers of living water.” Moreover,
in 1 Corinthians 12:13, the apostle Paul says that we have all been made to
drink of one Spirit, that is, of one well of water. Even the last chapter of the
Bible contains a word about drinking: “And the Spirit and the bride say,
Come!...Let him who is thirsty come; let him who wills take the water of life
freely” (Rev. 22:17). This divine well must be the source of our living. (Life-
study of Genesis, pp. 745-746)

Today's Reading

Although Christ has been brought forth and has grown up, in the church life
we still must learn that there are two sources or two kinds of living. What kind of
living do you have—the living of Ishmael or the living of Isaac? It is insufficient
merely to say that you have the living of Isaac. You must examine the kind of
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water you are drinking day by day. Are you drinking of the well for Ishmael? If
you are, that well will make you an Ishmael and will cause you to drift into the
world. Are you drinking of the well for Isaac, the well which signifies the divine
well, the well of Christ, the well of the Spirit? If you are drinking of this well, the
divine water which flows out of it will accomplish a great deal.

The well for Isaac was a redeemed well (Gen. 21:28-30). This well, which
Abraham had dug, was lost, having been violently taken away by Abimelech's
servants (v. 25). Then Abraham redeemed it at the cost of seven ewe lambs.
In typology, these lambs signify the full redemption of Christ, indicating
that the divine living water has been redeemed, bought back, by Christ's full
redemption. Today, while the whole human race is living by a source which
is without redemption, we are living by a redeemed source. The living water
which we are drinking today is not natural; it has been redeemed at the cost
of Christ's complete redemption.

The well for Isaac also needed a covenant (vv. 31-32). The covenant here is
a seed of the new covenant. Our living water today is not only redeemed water
but also covenanted water. Ishmael drank of wild water, water that was without
redemption and covenant. But all the water which Isaac drank was redeemed
water, the water of the covenant. Since we have begun to know Christ, the
source of our living has also been the redeemed and covenanted water.

In this section of the Word it is clearly revealed that there are two sources
of living. One is the natural source in the wilderness of our soul, whereas
the other is the redeemed source in the garden of our spirit. At Beer-sheba,
Abraham was contending for the well which had been so violently taken
away. Today we also need to fight for the divine well that we may have it for
both the Christian life and the proper church life. (Life-study of Genesis, pp.

746-748)
Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msg. 46
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« WEEK 10 — DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

Num. 21:17-18 "Then Israel sang this song: Spring up, O well! Sing to it!
The well, which the leaders sank, which the nobles of the people dug,
with the scepter, with their staffs..."

In Numbers 20 the smitten rock, which typifies Christ as smitten and
riven, flowed with living water (cf. 1 Cor. 10:4). Then in Numbers 21 the
well dug by the people of God sprang up with water. Therefore, in these
two chapters of [Numbers] there is first a rock that must be smitten for the
living water to flow out and then a well that must be dug for the water to

spring up.

Both the rock and the well are types of Christ, revealing Him in two
different aspects. The rock typifies Christ on the cross, smitten by God so
that the living water, which is the Spirit of life, may flow out into us. The
well shows a different aspect. Whereas the rock is Christ on the cross, the
well is Christ within us (John 4:14). For believers, it is not a matter of the
rock but the well. Christ as the rock has already accomplished His work on
the cross, which issued in the water of life flowing into us, but today Christ
as the well of living water springing up continuously within us is something
else and has much to do with the present process of digging. (The Economy
of God, p. 91)

Today's Reading

Even up to the present moment most of us do not have the free
flow of living water. Our prayers are not so free, our testimonies are
not so strong, and in many ways we have been defeated and are not so
victorious. This is due to one thing: the flow of the spiritual life, or the
spring of the living water, is not free within us. There is much dirt within
us that must be dug out. You may ask, “What is this dirt?” It is the dirt in
our conscience, our emotion, our will, and our mind. Our heart has much
dirt, which needs to be dug out, and even in our spirit there is some dirt,
which must be dealt with.
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If we would experience a free, inward flow of the Spirit, our conscience
must first be dealt with and purified. The dirt can only be dug away by going
to the Lord several times each day. I would suggest that during this week we
go to the Lord again and again, even while we are walking along the street.
We have to go to the Lord in our spirit and be dug in His presence. By the
help of the Holy Spirit we must dig away all the dirt.

After dealing with the accusations in our conscience, we must also dig
away the many things condemned by the Lord in our heart. Not many
brothers and sisters have a pure heart in seeking only the Lord Himself. On
one hand, many are seeking the Lord and His way, but on the other, they are
still seeking too many things other than the Lord Himself. The heart then
becomes complicated and is not free and pure. We must go to the Lord once
again to dig away all the things other than Christ in our heart.

Seek the Lord's presence, and ask Him to bring you into His light. Then follow
His light....The more you dig away the dirt, the more you will be alive....You must
maintain the flow of living water, that is, the fellowship of life flowing freely
within you. When the living water flows freely within you, then there is victory.
All the problems will be solved spontaneously and even unconsciously....This
flowing of the living water is entirely dependent upon your digging.

This digging is accomplished only by prayer. We have to spend more
and more time with the Lord and pray according to His inner leading.
According to that leading, we must confess and dig away all the dirt within
us....Sometimes we need to pray with others, but the digging prayer is more
prevailing in privacy. It is extremely necessary to spend more private time
with the Lord. All the dirt within the conscience, heart, mind, will, and
emotion must be dug away by our prayers. You may say, “I am so busy.” But
although we are busy with the duties of the day, we can still touch the Lord
and dig away the dirt. Many times while I am working, I apply myself to the
digging exercise. We should learn to pray, to contact the Lord, and to dig
away all the inward dirt. (The Economy of God, pp. 91-93, 96)

Further Reading: The Economy of God, ch. 10
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<« WEEK 10 — DAY 4 >

Morning Nourishment

Gen. 21:33 "And Abraham planted a tamarisk tree in Beer-sheba, and
there he called on the name of Jehovah, the Eternal God."

John 10:10 "...I have come that they may have life and may have it
abundantly."

6:57 "As the living Father has sent Me and I live because of the Father, so
he who eats Me, he also shall live because of Me."

In Beer-sheba Abraham planted a tamarisk tree (Gen. 21:33). A tamarisk, a
type of willow tree, has very fine leaves, often grows near water, and gives the
impression of the flowing of the riches of life. That Abraham planted a tamarisk
after making the covenant for the well at Beer-sheba indicates that the water
of which he drank was flowing in a rich way. The Lord Jesus said that whoever
believes in Him will have rivers of living water flowing out of his innermost being.

When you drink of this well and live by it, you will be like a tamarisk
flowing with the riches of life. Whenever people come to you, they will never
sense dryness but will be refreshed by the water of life. Beer-sheba, which
means “the well of an oath,” is the place where the church should be. The
church should be at the well of an oath with a covenant and should also
be full of tamarisk trees. We all need to be a flowing tamarisk....Praise the
Lord that there are some real tamarisks in the local churches! (Life-study of

Genesis, pp. 747-748)
Today's Reading

The center of the revelation in Genesis 2 is the tree of life. Likewise, the
center of the revelation in the second part of Genesis 21 is the tamarisk tree.
If we have the spiritual realization with the divine light, we shall see that the
tamarisk tree here is the tree of life experienced and expressed. When the
tree of life is not experienced or expressed by us, it is simply the tree of life.
But once we experience and express it, it becomes a tamarisk tree. A tamarisk
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tree has slender branches and very fine leaves showing the flow of the riches
of life. Thus, the tamarisk tree planted by the well of an oath in Beer-sheba
pictures the flow of the riches of life, the issue of the experience of the tree of
life. Is the tree of life a tamarisk tree in your experience? Whenever we come
to the meetings, the tree of life must become a tamarisk tree.

With Ishmael there was not a tree flowing with the riches of life; there
was a bow. While the sign of Ishmael's life was a life-killing bow, the sign
of Isaac's life was a life-flowing tree. As a Christian, a child of God and a
descendant of Abraham, what is your sign—a bow or a tamarisk tree? Are
you killing life, or is life with all its riches flowing in you?

According to our opinion, the planting of a tamarisk tree may be
insignificant, perhaps being only an ancient type of landscaping. But the
Bible connects the planting of the tamarisk tree with calling on a new title
of the Lord, the Eternal God. Notice how the conjunction “and” is used to
connect these two items in 21:33. Abraham planted a tamarisk tree and there
called on the name of Jehovah, El Olam. According to our human thought,
planting a tree is unrelated to calling on the name of the Lord, especially
to such a new and recently revealed title. But in the Bible here it gives us
the ground for the proper calling on the Lord. If we would call on the name
of the Lord, we need a tamarisk tree. If we do not have this tamarisk tree
experience, we can only call on the old title of God, Jehovah, not on His
newly unveiled title, El Olam.

We need to consider our own experience. Whenever we have had the flow
of the riches of the divine life, that was the time when we called on the name
of the Lord Jesus with a new realization. We called on the same Lord, but in
our calling we had a fresh sense. Do you think that if you held the life-killing
bow in your hand, you would be able to call on the Lord's name? No, rather
you would go to find an Egyptian wife. (Life-study of Genesis, pp. 753-755)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, mgs. 56-57
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« WEEK 10 — DAY 5 »

Morning Nourishment

Gen. 21:33 "And Abraham planted a tamarisk tree in Beer-sheba, and
there he called on the name of Jehovah, the Eternal God."

Psa. 90:2 "...Indeed from eternity to eternity, You are God."

1 John 5:11 "And this is the testimony, that God gave to us eternal life and
this life is in His Son."

Genesis 21:33, which tells us that Abraham planted a tamarisk tree
in Beer-sheba, also says that “there he called on the name of Jehovah,
the Eternal God.” Here we see another special title of God—Jehovah,
El Olam....The Hebrew word olam means eternity or eternal. However,
the root of this Hebrew word means to conceal, hide, or veil from sight.
Anything which is veiled spontaneously becomes secret. Abraham eventually
experienced God as the Eternal One, as the secret and mysterious One. We
cannot see or touch Him, yet He is so real. His existence is eternal, for He has
neither beginning nor ending. He is the Eternal God (Psa. 90:2; Isa. 40:28).
(Life-study of Genesis, pp. 748-749)

Today's Reading

[In Genesis 21] we find another seed which is developed in the New
Testament. The God whom Abraham experienced in chapter 21 is the same
as the One revealed in John 1:1, 4: “In the beginning was the Word,...and
the Word was God....In Him was life.” This life is the very El Olam. The
mysterious God in eternity is our eternal life. Eternal life is a divine
person who is so concealed, veiled, hidden, mysterious, secret, and yet so
real, ever-existing, and ever-living, without beginning or ending. The title
El Olam implies eternal life. Here God was not revealed to Abraham but
was experienced by him as the ever-living, secret, mysterious One who is
the eternal life. In other words, in Genesis 21 Abraham experienced God
as the eternal life. By the tamarisk tree in Beer-sheba, Abraham could
testify to the whole universe that he was experiencing the hidden, ever-
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living One as his mysterious life. There, at Beer-sheba, he called on the
name of Jehovah, El Olam. In chapter 12 he only called upon the name
of Jehovah, not yet experiencing Him as the God who is the mysterious,
ever-living One. But here in chapter 21, after having so much experience,
with Isaac at Beer-sheba under the tamarisk tree he experienced the ever-
living, mysterious One as his inner life and called, “O Jehovah, El Olam!”
Although no one could see this mysterious One, He was real to Abraham
in his experience. The One we have within us today is the very El Olam,
the hidden, secret, concealed, mysterious, ever-living One. He is our life.
We may have the same enjoyment Abraham had simply by calling, “O
Lord Jesus.”

While Abraham was sojourning in Beer-sheba, he must have done
many things. But here the Scripture only tells us of one thing—that
Abraham planted a tamarisk tree at Beer-sheba and called on the name
of Jehovah, El Olam. By this brief record we can see two things. One is
that the planting of the tamarisk tree must have been very significant; the
other is that this planting of the tamarisk tree is connected with calling
on the name of Jehovah, El Olam. As we have pointed out, Genesis 1 and
2 are not merely a record of God's creation but a record of life, with the
tree of life as its center. Likewise this section of the Word is not merely
a record of Abraham's history; it also is a record of life, showing by what
source Abraham was living. He lived by calling on Jehovah, El Olam,
by experiencing the eternal, hidden God as his life. In New Testament
terms, he was experiencing the eternal life flowing with all its riches like
a tamarisk tree which expresses the riches of the well by which it lives. As
the tree of life is the center of the record in chapters 1 and 2, the tamarisk
tree is the center of the record here. We may say that the tamarisk tree
is the tree of life experienced by us. It is the expression of the tree of life.
Our Christian life and the proper church life are both a tamarisk tree,
expressing the tree of life by which we live. This goes together with the
calling on the Lord who is our eternal life, our Jehovah, El Olam. (Life-study

of Genesis, pp. 749-750)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msgs. 56-57
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« WEEK 10 — DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

1 John 1:2 "(And the life was manifested, and we have seen and testify
and report to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was
manifested to us)."

John 3:36 "He who believes into the Son has eternal life; but he who
disobeys the Son shall not see life..."

Col. 3:4 "When Christ our life is manifested, then you also will be
manifested with Him in glory."

Eternal life is the life of God (Eph. 4:18; 2 Pet. 1:3). We may say that this
life is actually God Himself with the contents of divine love and divine light.
And this life is of the Spirit of God (Rom. 8:2), especially when it becomes
our life for our enjoyment.

Eternal life is also the Son of God. This life is not simply a matter or
a thing; this life is a person. The divine life is God Himself expressed in
His Son. First John 5:12 says, “He who has the Son has the life.” In our
experience we know that eternal life is the Son of God Himself. (Life-study of
1John, p. 35)

Today's Reading

First John 1:2 says that eternal life was with the Father. The Greek word
rendered “with” is pros (used with the Greek accusative case). It is a preposition
of motion, implying living, acting, in union and communion with. The eternal life
which is the Son was not only with the Father but was living and acting in union
and communion with the Father in eternity....The Father is the source of the
eternal life, from whom and with whom the Son was manifested as the expression
of the eternal life for those the Father has chosen to partake of and enjoy this life.

Instead of trying to analyze these aspects of eternal life, we should enjoy
them as “courses” of a spiritual meal. Eternal life is the life of God, it is the
Son of God, and it was with the Father in eternity. Here we have at least four
courses for our enjoyment: God, the Son of God, the Father, and eternity.
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According to my experience, the best way to enjoy [these marvelous
courses] is to pray-read the Word. For example, pray-read the words “the life
of God” found in Ephesians 4:18. As you pray-read, you may say, “Oh, the life
of God! Amen! Right now, I enjoy God, and I enjoy Him as my life. Hallelujah
for God! Hallelujah for life! Hallelujah for the life of God! Hallelujah for the
enjoyment of the life of God and for the enjoyment of God as life!”

John says that the life which was with the Father was manifested to
the apostles. The manifestation of eternal life includes revelation and
impartation of life to men, with a view to bringing man into the eternal life,
into its union and communion with the Father. What was once hidden has
been manifested to the apostles. John, one of the apostles, now opens to
us the divine mysteries. If we eat the Word through pray-reading, we shall
receive the benefit of the manifestation of eternal life.

Eternal life was not only promised and manifested; it was also released
through Christ's death (John 3:14-15). The divine life was concealed,
confined, in Christ. But through His death this divine life was released from
within Him. The eternal life that was released from within Christ through
His death has been imparted into the believers through His resurrection.
Concerning this, 1 Peter 1:3 says, “Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has regenerated us
unto a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.”
The eternal life that has been released through Christ's death and imparted
through His resurrection has been received by the believers through their
believing in the Son. According to John 3:15-16 and 36, everyone who
believes in the Son has eternal life.

After the believers receive eternal life, this life becomes their life (Col.
3:4). This is the purpose of God's salvation, that is, to make His life our
life so that we may become His children, partaking of His divine nature to
enjoy all that He is and to live a life that expresses Him. (Life-study of 1

John, pp. 35-37)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 John, msg. 4; Basic Lessons on Life, Isns.
7, 13; Knowing Life and the Church, chs. 1-2; Knowing and Experiencing God
as Life, chs. 2-4
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« WEEK 10 — HYMN

Hymns, #602

1

O how glorious! O how holy!

God is the eternal life!

Full, unlimited, and pow'rful,
Pure, and merciful, and bright!
In this life are all His riches,

All His nature, love and light.

2

O how loving! O how gracious!
God Himself is life to man!

He in man hath made a spirit
That He might fulfill His plan.
'Tis His heart's delight and longing
E'er to be received by man.

3

O what love and grace unbounded!
God as life to man doth flow!

He no more is hid in secret

But Himself to man doth show,
First in flesh and then as Spirit
That His life all men may know.
4

How approachable! How near us!
God in Christ our life to be!
Christ is God in flesh incarnate,
Manifest for man to see.

Died and risen, now He enters

Into man, his life to be.

5

O what wonder! As the Spirit
God as life to man is shown!

'Tis His other transformation,
He as Spirit thus is known;

Men convicting and inspiring,
He within them makes His home.
6

O how glorious! O how precious!
Thus the triune God to know!
First the Father in the Son came,
Now the Son as Spirit flows.
When in man the Spirit enters
God as life He doth bestow.

7

How mysterious, yet how real!
God Himself now flows in me!

In my heart, with me in oneness,
He has come my life to be.
Hallelujah! Hallelujah!

I will praise unceasingly!
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