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2013 Winter Training
Crystallization-Study of Genesis (2)
Message Five

Enjoying Christ in His Heavenly Ministry
by Fighting for the Brother

Scripture Reading: Gen. 14; Heb. 7:1-4, 25-26; 8:2
Day 1

I. To live by faith, as Abraham did, is to cooperate with
Christ in His heavenly ministry, not only by living a
life of the altar and the tent but also by fighting for the
brother— Gen. 12:7-8; ch. 14; Rom. 4:12:

A. Lot made the mistake of separating himself from Abraham and
moving his tent as far as Sodom (Gen. 13:5-12); “now the men of
Sodom were very wicked and sinful toward Jehovah” (v. 13):

1. To leave Abraham was to leave God's goal and God's protection— cf. Phil. 3:17; 1
Cor. 4:16-17; Heb. 13:7.

2. We need to join ourselves to and follow the proper persons in God’s economy so

that we may be kept in the line of life and the flow of the Lord’s move —1 Cor.
15:33; Prov. 13:20; 2 Tim. 1:15-18; 2:22.

B. Because the land around Sodom was rich, Lot journeyed toward

Sodom; eventually, he moved into the city, lived there, and settled
there; under God's sovereignty Sodom was conquered, and Lot was
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taken captive — Gen. 14:12; cf. Jer. 2:13.
Day 2

C. Abraham did not count the weak point of his brother and did not take

E.

pleasure in Lot’s suffering and calamity; as far as Abraham was concerned, it
was a shame for him to see that his brother had been captured—1 John 5:16a;
Isa. 58:6-7; Prov. 10:12; James 5:19-20.

When Abraham received the information about Lot’s capture, he
made a strong decision to fight for Lot; also, before he went out to
war, he prayed, lifting up his hand to Jehovah, God the Most High,
Possessor of heaven and earth— Gen. 14:14, 22; 1 Tim. 2:8.

Abraham decided to take his three hundred eighteen men and fight
against the four kings and their armies due to the fact that behind
the scene Melchizedek (meaning “king of righteousness”), king of
Salem (meaning “peace”), was interceding for Lot, Abraham, and
Abraham'’s fighting— Gen. 14:18-20; Heb. 7:1-4, 25-26; 4:14-16;
Rom. 8:26-29, 34.

Day 3

After Abraham’s victory “Melchizedek the king of Salem
brought out bread and wine. Now he was priest of God
the Most High”—Gen. 14:18:

Melchizedek is a type of Christ as the kingly High Priest; after
Abraham gained the victory, Melchizedek appeared—Heb. 5:6, 10;
7:1-3.

Before his appearing, Melchizedek, a priest of God, must have been
interceding for Abraham; it must have been through his intercession
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that Abraham was able to slaughter the four kings and gain the
victory— cf. Exo. 17:8-13.

C. Today Christ, our High Priest, is interceding for us in a hidden way
(Rom. 8:34; Heb. 7:25) that we may be His overcomers to defeat
God'’s enemies, so that through our victory Christ can be manifested
openly in His second coming (cf. Matt. 26:29):

1. We all need to echo the Lord’s intercession; if we turn to our spirit and contact
Him, there will always be some echoing— cf. Psa. 27:8.

2. If we go according to that echoing, forgetting our environment, enemies, and
even ourselves, we shall gain the victory and “slaughter the kings” (such as the
self, the natural mind, the wild emotion, the stubborn will, and other enemies).

3. At the end of our slaughter of all the kings, our Melchizedek will appear to us;
that will be the second coming of Christ; then all the earth will realize that God
is the Possessor of heaven and earth.

Day 4

D. The priesthood according to the order of Melchizedek is mentioned
in the Scriptures (Gen. 14:18) before the priesthood of Aaron (Exo.
28:1); the priesthood according to the order of Melchizedek is higher
than the Aaronic priesthood—Heb. 7:

1. In His earthly ministry Christ was a High Priest according to the order of Aaron
for the putting away of sin—9:14, 26.

2. Then, in His heavenly ministry Christ was designated a High Priest according
to the order of Melchizedek (5:6, 10) for the overcoming of sin, not to offer
sacrifices for sin but to minister to us the very God who was processed through
incarnation, human living, crucifixion, and resurrection, signified by the bread
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and the wine (Matt. 26:26-28), as our life supply that we may be saved to the
uttermost (Heb. 7:25).

3. To know Christ as the High Priest in His kingship as the King of righteousness
and the King of Salem is to be under His headship and lordship, allowing Him
as the lifegiving Spirit to rule within us for us to become the New Jerusalem,
where both righteousness and peace reign—wv. 1-3; Isa. 9:6; 32:1, 17; 2 Pet. 3:13;
Eph. 1:10.

4. To know Christ in His heavenly priesthood is to contact Him so that we may be
saturated, soaked, and mingled with Him by entering into His praying for us,
His taking care of our case before God, and His ministering to us the processed
God as the bread and the wine —Matt. 26:26-28.

I1l. The apostolic ministry in cooperation with Christ’s
heavenly ministry “fights for the brother” by interceding
for the saints according to God and His economy and by
ministering the processed God into the saints for their
overcoming supply and enjoyment—Heb. 7:25; 8:2; Luke
22:31-32; John 21:15-17; Acts 6:4; Rev. 1:12-13; cf. EXxo.
28:9-12, 15-21, 29-30.

Day 5

IV. The way to enjoy Christ in His heavenly ministry as
the kingly High Priest (Psa. 110:4) is revealed in Psalm
110:3— “Your people will offer themselves willingly /
In the day of Your warfare, / In the splendor of their
consecration. / Your young men will be to You / Like the
dew from the womb of the dawn”:

A. In the eyes of the Lord our willing consecration, our offering
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ourselves to Him, is a matter of splendor; although the church has
become degraded, throughout the centuries there has been a line
of those who have offered themselves willingly to the Lord in the
splendor, the beauty, of their consecration.

B. The word splendor may also be translated “adornment”; the splendor
of consecration is an adornment; if we offer ourselves willingly to
the Lord, we will be beautified with a divine, heavenly splendor.

C. According to the poetry here, the dew with which Christ is watered
comes from “the womb of the dawn”:

1. We need to enter into this womb to be conceived as the dew with which to water
Christ; this involves our morning watch.

2. If we do not rise up early in the morning to contact the Lord, we will miss the
opportunity to enter into the womb of the dawn to be made dew for Christ's watering.

3. May we respond to Him by saying, “Lord Jesus, I want to be the dew conceived
and produced by the womb of the dawn for You to be watered.”

Day 6

V. After Abraham’s victory Melchizedek “blessed him

and said, Blessed be Abram of God the Most High, /
Possessor of heaven and earth; / And blessed be God the
Most High, / Who has delivered your enemies into your
hand. And Abram gave him a tenth of all...Abram said to
the king of Sodom, | have lifted up my hand to Jehovah,
God the Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth, that |
will not take a thread or a sandal thong or anything that
is yours, lest you say, | have made Abram rich”—Gen.
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14:19-20, 22-23:

A. Because Abraham, an overcomer, had gained the victory over God'’s
enemies and was standing with God on the earth, God could be
referred to not only as the God of heaven (2 Chron. 36:23; Neh. 1:5; 2:4,
20) but also as the Possessor of heaven and earth (Gen. 14:19, 22).

B. Abraham overcame the temptation of earthly substance, displaying
his purity in this matter; the manifestation of our enjoyment of

Christ in His heavenly ministry is seen in the way we handle our
material possessions:

1. For the Lord’s move on earth, we need to follow the pattern of Abraham by

honoring our ascended Lord with our earthly substance —v. 20; Heb. 7:2, 4; cf.
Mal. 3:8-10; Luke 6:38.

2. For the Lord’s move on earth, we need to overcome the temptation of earthly

substance by enjoying the riches of the processed Triune God— Gen. 14:21-24;
cf. 2 Kings 5:15-27; 3 John 7-8.
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« WEEK 5 —DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment

Gen. 13:11-12 "So Lot chose for himself the entire plain of the Jordan, and
Lot journeyed east; and they separated themselves from each other.
Abram dwelt in the land of Canaan, and Lot dwelt in the cities of the
plain and moved his tent as far as Sodom."

[In Genesis 14], the fighting [among the kings] occurred mainly at
Sodom...because one of God's people, Lot, was living there. Before the time
of that fighting, Lot had separated himself from Abraham (13:11). Do you
think that it was good for Lot to have separated himself from Abraham? No,
it was not good. All of the young people today like to be separated from the
older generation. In God's economy, however, it is not good for the young
ones to be separated from the older generation. If you do this, you will
miss the mark and the protection. At the time of Genesis 13, God's goal and
eternal mark were with Abraham. If you had been there and had separated
yourself from him, it would have been equal to separating yourself from
God's mark. God's goal is with the called ones. If you separate yourself from
the called ones, you separate yourself from God's goal. Lot should never have
separated himself from Abraham, because God's goal was with Abraham. To
leave Abraham was to leave God's mark. Moreover, to leave Abraham was to
leave the protection. (Life-study of Genesis, p. 578)

Today's Reading

Lot was not firstly defeated by the four kings. That defeat was the issue of
at least two foregoing defeats. Before Lot was captured by Chedorlaomer, he
already had had two defeats. The first defeat occurred when Lot's herdsmen
were striving against Abraham's herdsmen and Abraham offered Lot the
choice of the land (Gen. 13:7-11). When Abraham offered the choice to Lot,
Lot should have said, “Uncle, my choice is you. My choice is your choice. |
don't like to make any choice of my own. If my herdsmen will not listen to
me, I will fire them, but I will never go away from you. I have no choice but
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you and your choice.” But, on the contrary, when Abraham gave him his
choice, immediately, without much consideration, Lot made his choice and
went his way. That was his first defeat.

After separating from Abraham, “Lot dwelt in the cities of the plain and
moved his tent as far as Sodom” (13:12). Lot was going downhill. After taking
the first step downward, it was easy for him to take the second and the third.
The first step was leaving Abraham, who stood afar off from Sodom. Lot took
the way that was toward Sodom. He walked in the direction of Sodom. In the
eyes of God, Sodom was a wicked and sinful city (13:13). Lot, as one of the
people of God, surely knew this. He should have stayed away from Sodom
and not have walked towards it. Nevertheless, because the land around
Sodom was rich, Lot journeyed toward Sodom. Eventually, he moved into
the city, lived there, and settled there. That was his second defeat.

Do you think that God will allow His people to dwell in such a wicked
city? Certainly not. Thus, under God's sovereignty, Chedorlaomer led the
attack against Sodom. God allowed that war to take place. Four kings fought
against five kings. Humanly speaking, the five kings should have been
victorious since their number was greater. But the four kings defeated the
five kings, and the city of Sodom was taken. The Bible stresses the taking of
Sodom because Lot dwelt there. This fighting was not merely a matter of four
kings against five kings; it was a fighting for one of God's people. Lot might
have been peaceful as he dwelt in Sodom, but God was not peaceful. God
would never allow Lot to stay there in peace. God might have said, “Lot, you
may have peace within, but I will stir up some disturbance from without. |
will send the four kings to defeat the five kings and capture your city. They
will capture you, your family, and all that you have.” This is in fact what
happened to Lot. Lot suffered defeat after defeat. Eventually, as the last step
of his defeat, he fell into the hands of the enemy. He was captured, and the
king of Sodom could not help him. (Life-study of Genesis, pp. 578-579)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msg. 42
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« WEEK 5 — DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

Gen. 14:14-16 "And when Abram heard that his brother had been taken
captive, he led out his trained men, born in his house, three hundred
eighteen of them, and pursued as far as Dan. And he...struck them....And
he brought back all the possessions and also brought back Lot his
brother and his possessions as well as the women and the people.”

In the matter of the capture of Lot, God was sovereign. Genesis 14:13 says,
“And one who had escaped came and told Abram the Hebrew.”...While so
many others were captured, this one escaped. That person was preserved
by God's sovereignty. As we shall see, it must have happened because of the
intercession behind the scene.

Unlike us, Abraham did not count the weak point of his brother and did not
take pleasure in Lot's suffering and calamity. Abraham did not say, “Lot should
never have separated himself from me. I knew this was going to happen. He
got what he deserved. | believe that God is sovereign and that Lot's suffering
comes from God. Be at peace and go home. God will preserve Lot.”...When he
received this information, he made a strong decision to fight for Lot (14:14)....In
verse 22 [Abraham] told the king of Sodom that before he went out to war he
lifted up his hand to God. How could Abraham have prayed and made such a
decision? It must have been due to the fact that someone behind the scene was
interceding for him....As a result of this intercession, Abraham made a brief
and bold decision. (Life-study of Genesis, pp. 579-580)

Today's Reading

Abraham decided to take his three hundred eighteen men and fight
against the four kings and their armies....How could Abraham have fought
against them with such a small number? Moreover, they were kings and
generals who had fought many battles, and Abraham was a layman. How
could he fight against those who were experts in war?...Nevertheless,
Abraham was bold, having confidence in God.
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Abraham's bold decision must have been due to the fact that behind the
scene someone was interceding for him. Perhaps you are thinking that there
is no record of this in the Bible. Neither is there a record of Melchizedek's
parents or genealogy. But do you believe that he had no parents or genealogy?
Certainly he did, yet the Bible does not mention them. Many things behind
the scene in this chapter are not recorded....Someone concerned for God's
interest on earth was interceding for Lot, Abraham, and Abraham's fighting.

Then the time came when Abraham could show the whole universe that
he was on God's side. When Melchizedek appeared, two special titles of God
are revealed: God the Most High and Possessor of heaven and earth (Gen.
14:19). Both Melchizedek and Abraham spoke of God in this way. Abraham
said, “I have lifted up my hand to Jehovah, God the Most High, Possessor of
heaven and earth” (14:22). Abraham could say, “By going down to Egypt |
have learned the lesson that my God, the One who called me, is the Possessor
of both heaven and earth. I don't need to have any choice. My choice is just
He. | cannot bear seeing that my brother has been captured. This is a shame
to me. | must take him back. | don't care for the number of soldiers and |
don't care for the kings and armies....My burden is to get my brother back. If
I don't do this, it is a shame to me.”

It was not a small thing for him to risk his life in order to rescue his
captured brother. But he did it. The fight went smoothly, and Abraham
pursued the enemy from the south all the way to Dan in the north. His
victory must have been the result of the intercession behind the scene.

Abraham gained the victory by trusting in God. He had confidence in God
because he had learned to know Him. Likewise, we all must learn to know
God. We must learn that, even today, the earth is God's. God is the landlord.
He is not only the landlord but also the heavenlord. (Life-study of Genesis,
pp. 580-582)

Further Reading: Truth Lessons—Level One, vol. 1, Isn. 8
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« WEEK 5 — DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

Gen. 14:18-20 "And Melchizedek the king of Salem brought out bread and
wine. Now he was priest of God the Most High. And he blessed him
and said, Blessed be Abram of God the Most High, Possessor of heaven
and earth; and blessed be God the Most High, who has delivered your
enemies into your hand..."

Melchizedek is a type of Christ as the kingly High Priest (Heb. 7:1-
3...). After Abraham gained the victory, Melchizedek appeared. Before his
appearing, Melchizedek, a priest of God, must have been interceding for
Abraham. It must have been through his intercession that Abraham was
able to slaughter the four kings and gain the victory (cf. Exo. 17:8-13). Today
Christ, our High Priest, is interceding for us in a hidden way (Rom. 8:34b;
Heb. 7:25b) that we may be His overcomers to defeat God's enemies, so that
through our victory Christ can be manifested openly in His second coming.
(Gen. 14:18, footnote 1)

Today's Reading

[Melchizedek] is very much like Christ. When he came in, it signified
that Christ came in. He was a type of Christ as God's High Priest. This is not
revealed in Genesis 14, but it is found in Psalm 110. In Psalm 110 we are told
that God's anointed One, the very Christ, is the Priest according to the order
of Melchizedek, an order which is prior to that of Aaron. Before Aaron came
into the priesthood, Melchizedek was God's Priest already.

The Aaronic priesthood dealt with sin, taking care of things on the negative
side. The ministry of Melchizedek, on the contrary, is positive. Melchizedek did
not come in to take away sin. He did not appear because Abraham had sinned
but because Abraham had gained the victory. Melchizedek did not appear with
an offering to take away sin but with bread and wine to nourish the victor....As
such a High Priest, Christ does not take care of sin but ministers to us the
processed God, signified by the bread and wine, as our nourishment.
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While we walk on this earth, many things happen to us. Apparently, these
things just happen. Actually, behind the earthly scene, an intercession is
going on. Our Melchizedek, our High Priest Christ, is still interceding for us
in heaven (Heb. 7:25). His intercession overshadows us and cares for us.

We need to slaughter some kings daily. We need to slaughter the kings
in our mind, emotion, and will. We need to slaughter the kings in our
environment, families, and schools. After we have finished our slaughter of
the kings, our Melchizedek will come to us, meet with us, and celebrate our
victory. The Lord will not come back until we have slaughtered all the kings.
Then He will return and drink the fruit of the vine with us, as indicated by
His word in Matthew 26:29: “I shall by no means drink of this product of the
vine from now on until that day when I drink it new with you in the kingdom
of My Father.”

To us, the overcomers, Christ's second appearing will not be a surprise,
but to the worldly people it will be a great surprise. They may say, “Who is
this one? What is his name and where does he come from?” We may answer,
“His name is Christ, the real Melchizedek, and He comes from the heavens
where He has been interceding for centuries.”

We all need to echo the Lord's intercession. If we turn to our spirit and
contact Him, there will always be some echoing. If we go according to that
echoing, forgetting our environment, enemies, and even ourselves, we shall
gain the victory and slaughter the kings. At the end of our slaughter of all the
kings, our Melchizedek will appear to us. That will be the second coming of
Christ. When Christ comes in, the whole earth will know the Most High God.
Then all the earth will realize that God is the Possessor of heaven and earth.
The earth is not possessed by any king, president, statesman, or politician; it
Is possessed by God the Most High, the Possessor of heaven and earth. How
can this fact be declared to the earth? Only by our slaughter of the kings.
(Life-study of Genesis, pp. 583-585)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msg. 43
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<« WEEK 5 —DAY 4 »

Morning Nourishment

Heb. 7:11 "If indeed then perfection were through the Levitical
priesthood..., what need was there still that a different Priest should
arise according to the order of Melchizedek and that He should not be
said to be according to the order of Aaron?"

25 "Hence also He is able to save to the uttermost those who come forward
to God through Him, since He lives always to intercede for them."

The priesthood of Melchizedek is mentioned in the Scriptures before the
priesthood of Aaron (Exo. 28:1). The priesthood according to the order of
Melchizedek is higher than the Aaronic priesthood (Heb. 7). In His earthly
ministry Christ was a High Priest according to the order of Aaron for the
putting away of sin (Heb. 9:14, 26). Then, in His heavenly ministry Christ
was designated a High Priest according to the order of Melchizedek (Heb.
5:6, 10), not to offer sacrifices for sin but to minister to us the very God
who was processed through incarnation, human living, crucifixion, and
resurrection, signified by the bread and the wine (Matt. 26:26-28), as our
life supply that we may be saved to the uttermost (Heb. 7:25a). (Gen. 14:18,
footnote 3)

Today's Reading

This High Priest is of another order, not of the order of Aaron but of the
order of Melchizedek. Melchizedek was a king, and his name means the king
of righteousness. In Isaiah 32:1 we see that the title, king of righteousness,
also refers to the Lord Jesus. Christ is the King of righteousness, today's
Melchizedek. As the King of righteousness, Christ has made all things right
with God and with one another. He has reconciled man to God and has
appeased God for man. Righteousness issues in peace (Isa. 32:17). By His
righteousness Christ has brought forth the fruit of peace.

Melchizedek is also the king of Salem, which means the king of peace, signifying
that Christ is also the King of peace (Isa. 9:6). As the King of peace through
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righteousness, Christ has brought in peace between God and us. In peace He fulfills
the ministry of His priesthood, ministering God to us for our enjoyment.

Christ is the High Priest, but His status is that of a king. As He functions
as a Priest, He is a King. He is the King to be the Priest; so His priesthood
is kingly, royal (1 Pet. 2:9). He combines the kingship together with the
priesthood (Zech. 6:13) for God's building and for His glory. Christ's kingship
maintains a peaceful order through righteousness. This peaceful order is
necessary for God's building. The building of God's house is in a situation of
peace. Christ's priesthood ministers all the supply needed for the building of
God. In this His glory is manifested.

As you are fighting during the day, slaughtering the negative things,
Christ, the High Priest, is interceding for you. This is clearly mentioned in
Hebrews 7:25. At the end of the day, when you have finished your fighting
and He has finished His interceding, He comes to you with bread and wine
to have a good time with you. This is our High Priest. While the victor was
fighting, Melchizedek was watching and interceding. He saw Abraham's
victory and knew when to come with the bread and wine....The ministering
Melchizedek must also have been the interceding high priest. This is the kind
of High Priest that we have today in Christ.

Before our Melchizedek ministers the processed God to us, He intercedes
for us, praying that we may take up our sword and slaughter the enemies. We
must slaughter the self, the natural mind, the wild emotion, the stubborn will,
and other enemies....After we have finished our slaughtering, He will change
His interceding to the ministering of bread and wine. The proper Christian
life is to slaughter the enemies during the day and to enjoy the ministry of
our Melchizedek with the bread and wine in the evening. At the end of every
day, when the slaughtering and interceding have been accomplished, He
and we, we and He, may have a good time enjoying the bread and wine in
righteousness and peace. (Life-study of Hebrews, pp. 361-364)

Further Reading: Life-study of Hebrews, msg. 32
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<« WEEK 5 —DAY S5 »

Morning Nourishment

Psa. 110:3-4 "Your people will offer themselves willingly in the day of Your
warfare, in the splendor of their consecration. Your young men will be
to You like the dew from the womb of the dawn. Jehovah has sworn,
and He will not change: You are a Priest forever according to the order
of Melchizedek."

[In Psalm 110:3a], literally, the Hebrew words translated “offer themselves
willingly” mean “be freewill offerings.” Instead of the word warfare, some
translations render the Hebrew word as “army” or “war.” These different
renderings all indicate that some kind of fighting is raging on. Today is still
a time of fighting because Christ still does not have a footstool. Hence, this
ministry is engaged in a constant struggle. We stand against and annul every
kind of improper ground concerning the church, whether Catholic or Protestant,
and this causes opposition and fighting. (Life-study of the Psalms, pp. 433-434)

Today's Reading

Do you realize that in the eyes of the Lord our willing consecration, our
offering ourselves to Him, is a kind of splendor? Although the church has
become degraded, throughout the centuries there has been a line of those who
have offered themselves willingly to the Lord in the splendor, the beauty, of their
consecration. Giving up everything on earth, thousands have offered themselves
freely to Christ, and with this offering there was the splendor of consecration.
John Nelson Darby was such a person. Darby lived to be eighty-one years of age
and, because of his love for Christ, he never married. One day, in his old age, he
was staying alone in a hotel and he said, “Lord Jesus, I still love You.” No doubt,
Darby was a freewill offering to the Lord in the splendor of consecration.

Instead of the word splendor some versions use the word adornment. The
splendor of consecration is an adornment. We need to be adorned by offering
ourselves willingly to the Lord. If we do this, we will be beautified with a
divine, heavenly splendor.
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[Psalm 110:3b] indicates that, on the one hand, Christ likes to see the
splendor of our consecration; on the other hand, He desires the dew that
comes from the womb of the morning. Christ enjoys seeing the splendor
of those who offer themselves to Him as freewill offerings, but, even more
important, He still needs some dew to water Him. Even Christ needs the
watering. He needs us to be the dew that waters Him.

According to the poetry here, this dew comes from “the womb of the dawn.”
We need to enter into this womb to be conceived as the dew with which to water
Christ. | believe that this involves the morning watch. If we do not rise up early
in the morning, we will miss the opportunity to enter into the womb of the
morning to be made dew for Christ's watering. Instead of being watered, He will
be dry and we also will be dry. I hope that we all, especially the young people,
will see that here Christ likens Himself to a plant that needs the mild, soft,
gentle dew. May we respond to Him by saying, “Lord Jesus, | want to be the dew
conceived and produced by the womb of the morning for You to be watered.”

The Hebrew word translated “change” [in verse 4] may also be rendered
“repent.” Christ is not only the King with power and authority, as indicated
in verse 2; He is also the High Priest, as revealed [here]. Today we need
Christ not only as our King but also as our Priest to pray for us and to take
care of our case before God.

Christ's ministry is of two sections. The first section was His ministry on
earth, and the second section is His ministry in the heavens. In His earthly
ministry He did many things. Now, having completed the first section of His
ministry, Christ in His ascension is carrying out the second, the heavenly,
section of His ministry. This includes both His kingship and His priesthood.
As the King He has the scepter signifying power and authority to rule over
the earth and to manage our affairs, and as the High Priest He is praying for
us and taking care of our case. (Life-study of the Psalms, pp. 434-435)

Further Reading: Life-study of the Psalms, msg. 38
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« WEEK 5 — DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

Gen. 14:22-23 "But Abram said to the king of Sodom, | have lifted up my
hand to Jehovah, God the Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth,
that I will not take a thread or a sandal thong or anything that is yours,
lest you say, | have made Abram rich."

After Abraham brought back all the goods, including his nephew Lot
and his goods and the women and the people, the king of Sodom went
out to meet him at the valley of Shaveh. Melchizedek king of Salem also
brought forth bread and wine to meet him. “And the king of Sodom said to
Abram, Give me the people, and take the possessions for yourself” (Gen.
14:21). Abraham had learned the lesson. He did not consider the goods
as trophies of his hard-fought battle and that he deserved them. On the
contrary, [as seen] in verses 22-23...he took a certain stand and showed
others that, other than Jehovah, no one could give him anything. (CWWN,
vol. 35, pp. 42-43)

Today's Reading

Abraham called God the “Possessor of heaven and earth” [Gen. 14:22]!...This
means that because of Abraham's stand for the Lord, heaven became the
Lord's, and the earth became the Lord's. God was no longer the Lord of heaven
only, but the Possessor of heaven and earth! Abraham did not invent the title
Possessor of heaven and earth; he learned this from Melchizedek. After he
slaughtered Chedorlaomer and the other kings, he met Melchizedek at the
valley of Shaveh, which was the king's dale. After he won the victory, he did not
meet others at the height of the city wall, but at the bottom of a humble valley.
Melchizedek came to him with bread and wine and blessed him, saying, “Blessed
be Abram of God the Most High, / Possessor of heaven and earth; / And blessed
be God the Most High, / Who has delivered your enemies into your hand”
(vv. 19-20). Because a man stood on earth for God, Melchizedek was able to
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proclaim God as the Possessor of heaven and earth. This is the first time in the
Bible that God was called the Possessor of heaven and earth.

Abraham had passed through all the tests. In the end he overcame! This
was God's work on Abraham. Blessed be the most high God, the Possessor of
heaven and earth! (CWWN, vol. 35, “The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob,”
p. 43)

Abraham's victory regulated and restituted the whole situation and rearranged
the entire environment. The four kings had defeated the five kings and had
captured everything. The whole situation had been turned upside down. Abraham's
victory changed this situation altogether, turning it right side up. He turned the
unjust environment into a just one and made the whole situation peaceful. As a
result, there was the king of righteousness and the king of peace. Abraham'’s victory
stopped all the fighting and strife and brought in genuine peace.

The king of Sodom could humbly, honestly, and truthfully say to
Abraham, “You have gained the victory. Everything that you brought back
must be yours. You take it. All I want is my people.” If you and | had been
Abraham, we probably would have said, “That is right and fair. | rescued
your people and recovered everything that you lost. It is good that you have
the people and that everything else be mine.” But the environment that
was rearranged by Abraham's victory was not at all like this. It was pure.
Abraham said to the king of Sodom, “I will not take a thread or a sandal
thong or anything that is yours, lest you say, | have made Abram rich” (14:23).
Abraham seemed to be saying, “If | take a thread from you, you will be able
to say that you have made me rich. But | want to give a full testimony to the
whole universe that my riches do not come from you. My riches come from
the Possessor of heaven and earth, from my Most High God.” How pure this
was!...In that situation there was righteousness and peace....In a sense, it was
like the millennial kingdom, full of righteousness and peace (Isa. 32:1, 16-18;
Psa. 72:2-3, 7). (Life-study of Genesis, pp. 586-587)

Further Reading: CWWN, vol. 35, “The God of Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob,” ch. 3
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« WEEK5 —HYMN
Hymns, #1111

1

Gathered at Thy table, Lord;
Here the bread and wine are spread.
Thou, our High Priest, present here;
We, by Thee, are richly fed.
Thou, Lord, our Melchisedec—
We, the ones You come to feed;
God to us to minister,

Rich supply to us indeed.

2

From the slaughter of the kings
Abram did return one night,
Q'er the foe victorious,

With the spoils of the fight.

On the way this One he met,
Who for him did intercede;

King of Righteousness and Peace
Meeting Abram in his need.

3

We too, Lord, the kings have fought
In the battle all day long;

By Thine intercession, Lord,

We are now victorious, strong.
Round this table here we meet,
We Thy church victorious,

To enjoy the ministering

Of the processed God to us.

4

We're not sinners, miserable;

All our sins are history!

Now to us, the fighters true,

Is Thy priestly ministry.
Gathered in thanksgiving, Lord,
Now our hearts to Thee we raise;
To our great Melchisedec,

Render we our highest praise!
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