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2013 Winter Training

Crystallization-Study of Genesis (2)

Message Seven

Living in Fellowship with God

Scripture Reading: Gen. 18; 2 Chron. 20:7; Isa. 41:8; James 2:23
Day 1

I. “Jehovah appeared to him [Abraham] by the oaks of
Mamre as he was sitting at the entrance of his tent in the
heat of the day. And he lifted up his eyes and looked, and
there were three men standing opposite him. And when
he saw them, he ran from the entrance of the tent to
meet them”—Gen. 18:1-2:

A. One of these three men was Jehovah God as Christ (vv. 13-14, 22); the
other two were angels (v. 22; 19:1).

B. After he was circumcised and his natural strength was terminated,
Abraham lived in intimate fellowship with God and became God'’s
friend—2 Chron. 20:7; Isa. 41:8; James 2:23.

Il. The glorious intercession that Abraham made before
God was not a prayer from man on earth to God in
heaven; it was a human, intimate conversation between
two friends, an intimate talk according to the unveiling
of God’s heart’s desire—Rom. 4:12; 2 Chron. 20:7; Isa.
41:8; James 2:23; S. S. 1:1-4; Rev. 2:17; Gen. 18; 1 Tim.
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2:1, 8:

A. Even before the incarnation (John 1:14) Jehovah as Christ appeared
to Abraham in a human form, with a human body, and communed
with him on a human level (Gen. 13:18; 18:1-2, 13-15).

Day 2

B. As Abraham was enjoying sweet fellowship with God, he received a
revelation from Him regarding the birth of Isaac and the destruction
of Sodom—wv. 9-22:

1. The birth of Isaac is related to Christ, and the destruction of Sodom is related to God's
judgment upon sin; this means that Christ must come in and that sin must go out.

2. This shows that God’s intention is to work Christ into us, to bring Christ forth
through us, and to destroy the “Sodom” in our home life, in our work life, and
in our Christian and church life —Gal. 1:15-16; 2:20; 4:19; 1 Cor. 5:8.

3. In our intimate fellowship with God, we receive the revelation that all the
impossibilities become possibilities with Christ—Gen. 18:14; Luke 18:27.

Day 3

C. God revealed to Abraham His intention to destroy Sodom, because
He was seeking an intercessor—Gen. 18:17-22; cf. Heb. 7:25; Isa.
59:16; Ezek. 22:30:

1. While God intended to destroy Sodom, His heart was concerned for Lot, who
was dwelling in Sodom—Gen. 13:12; 14:12; 19:1.

2. God wanted to save Lot in order to protect Christ’s genealogy through Ruth, a
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Moabitess and a descendant of Lot (v. 37; Ruth 1:4; Matt. 1:5), but He could not
do so without an intercessor.

3. Thus, in His intimate fellowship with Abraham, in a mysterious way, without
mentioning Lot's name, God revealed His heart’s desire; Abraham’s purpose in
standing before Jehovah was to intercede for Lot—Gen. 18:22.

Day 4
D. Genesis 18 presents a clear revelation of the basic principles of
intercession:

1. The proper intercession is not initiated by man but by God’s revelation; thus,
proper intercession expresses God's desire and carries out God’s will—vv. 17,
20-21; 19:27-29; Psa. 27:4-8; Heb. 4:16; 7:25; James 5:17.

2. Apparently, Abraham was interceding for Sodom; actually, he was interceding
for Lot by implication (Gen. 14:12; 18:23; 19:1, 27-29), showing that we should
intercede for God's people who have drifted into the world.

3. Intercession is an intimate conversation with God according to the inward
intention of His heart; for this we must learn to linger in the presence of God—
18:22-33; Matt. 6:6.

4. Intercession is according to God’s righteous way:

a. In Abraham’s intercession for Lot, he did not beg God according to His love and
grace; he challenged God according to His righteous way.

b. God’s righteousness binds Him much more than His love and grace do—Gen.
18:25-32; Rom. 1:17.

5. Abraham’s intercession did not terminate with Abraham’s speaking but with
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el

God’s, showing that genuine intercession is God's speaking in our speaking—
Gen. 18:33; John 15:7; Rom. 8:26-27.

Day 5

I11. To maintain our living in fellowship with God, we need
to overcome the stupefying effect of the world’s indulgent
living—Luke 17:26-32; Gen. 19:

A. Lot became defeated because he separated himself from Abraham,
with whom was God's witness and testimony, and drifted into the
wicked city of Sodom—13:5-13; 14:12; 2 Pet. 2:6-9.

B. Ur of Chaldea as a place of idols, Egypt as a place of worldly
riches and pleasures, and Sodom as a city of sin form a triangular
boundary around the land of Canaan; God'’s called ones live within
this triangle and must be careful lest they fall back to the city of
idols, go down to the place of worldly pleasures, or drift into the city
of sin—Jer. 2:13; 1 John 5:21; 2 Tim. 3:1-5.

C. In their giving up God, the wicked Sodomites were given up by God
to “passions of dishonor”; this is the ultimate issue of man’s rebelling
against God and rejecting his conscience —Gen. 19:4-11; Rom. 1:21-
27; 2:14-15; 1 Tim. 4:2:

1. In God’s complete salvation we can be washed from all the sinful things of
Sodom, sanctified by God, and justified, accepted, by God—1 Cor. 6:9-11.

2. If we glorify God, thank God, worship God, and serve God, we will be protected
from every kind of evil—Rom. 1:21, 25.

Day 6
D. Lot's willingness to sacrifice his two virgin daughters to satisfy the
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Sodomites’ lust shows that Lot, having dwelt a considerable time in
the sinful city of Sodom, had lost his sense of morality and shame —
Gen. 19:8, 11-13, 30-38:

1. Throughout the whole world the sense of shame and morality has been drugged;
because most of the young people were raised in a sinful atmosphere, their
senses have been drugged—! John 5:19.

2. But if they would come into the church life and remain in its pure atmosphere
for a few months, they would never return to the sinful world.

3. We all must escape Sodom and shut our doors to its evil atmosphere.

E. Lot had no willingness to escape from the evil and condemned city,
but the Lord was merciful, pulling him out of Sodom like wood
plucked out of a fire—Gen. 19:16; cf. Zech. 3:2; Jude 19-23.

F. “Remember Lot's wife” is a solemn warning to the world-loving
believers—Luke 17:31-32; Gen. 19:15-17, 26; Luke 14:34-35; 1 John
2:27-28.

2013 Winter Training - Message 7 Outline - Page 5



—O—=F=EX=FL% - =7 FEMNMEB-5F61:1 2013 Winter Training - Message 7 Outline - Page 6



%—I:E- 35—

R S i e ) XLl
LEERA L L S ;1 G F ok AT o
R R I NIRRT I
:VJ‘L,}L//\T{’-<*FH\’"&§;_1 Prj;j"{—l)a “.] N f}f)“"f’]&ﬁ-‘% L

16 “Z AFRAFRE 42 B » B ¥7 5 1LY T iafg

FL BB MEE BFEB M- f2”
X=PT AN — AZSH M= ( 6l+J)\ 13~14 -

22) - MEEE,; ZIFITIE2XRE (22 T4
1) - MEREREL - RANHBRTEZE - 3

EESMHERENRZEE - ANWIAR (B 23 -
KT+ 7 -FM—8) - BEEEMAAGBZAI (A
—14) - BBMEFREE  MEANERE - 5
ABEEFE - mIIBAHEEM - EAWNKELSHE
T (EZE%ER - 8l+)\2F1) -

3 8 k3

#EItHic+/\E - #igRMBEANFMBENZMT
L?MRIARZANEEZR ; HREARZANTRE
RTFHWUEILFONYF - HIRBIT{ANIZE - TIE2E
NAEIHAKBOA - . B—TEBEESH - SI2R
SRKMAAFAY - ¥$7FE""’E$1119€_I:E’J£F_I:$1I9=
XEFENRK - W2 UEEANES T RIBOEILA
HFE . EFIRNFEFSESMMIRE - FAZTEALK -
#1+/N\E - THAUFEAZEMES - SEBF KT
7 - IEMMHIRE - FEMEZVRRRE—F -
FHit - EXFE - HiFRIANFNBENTIZEM
EZHRE REWNEERSERK -

TO—=F=2FIG-FIRRMES-EF1R

« WEEK 7—DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment

Gen. 18:1-2 "And Jehovah appeared to him [Abraham] by the oaks of
Mamre as he was sitting at the entrance of his tent....And he lifted up
his eyes and looked, and there were three men standing opposite him.
And when he saw them, he ran from the entrance of the tent to meet
them. And he bowed down to the earth."

16 "And the men rose up from there and looked down upon Sodom. And
Abraham walked with them to send them away"

One of these three men was Jehovah God (Gen. 18:13-14, 22) as Christ;
the other two were angels (v. 22; 19:1). After he was circumcised and his
natural strength was terminated, Abraham lived in intimate fellowship with
God and became God's friend (James 2:23; 2 Chron. 20:7; Isa. 41:8). Even
before the incarnation (John 1:14) Jehovah as Christ appeared to Abraham
in human form, with a human body, and communed with him on a human
level. (Gen. 18:2, footnote 1)

Today's Reading

What was God's purpose in coming to Abraham in Genesis 18? He surely
did not come for a meal; neither did He come to confirm His promise
regarding Sarah's giving birth to a son. God came to Abraham because
He was seeking an intercessor....The salvation of every Christian has been
accomplished through intercession. God did not stay on His throne in
heaven waiting for such intercession to occur. Rather, He came down to visit
Abraham in the form of a mortal man so that Abraham might easily talk with
Him and intercede for Lot. In Genesis 18 Abraham did not pray to God or
call on the name of God; he talked to God as with an intimate friend. Thus,
the purpose of God's visit to Abraham in this chapter was that Abraham
might take up the burden to intercede for Lot according to God's desire.
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In order to receive such a revelation from the heart of God, we must
pass through a long process. We must come all the way from Ur of Chaldea
through many places to the tent door at the oaks of Mamre in Hebron.
Firstly God called Abraham by appearing to him as the God of glory. At that
time Abraham was neither prepared nor qualified to receive a revelation
from God's heart. He was not in intimate fellowship with God. Even after he
had slaughtered Chedorlaomer and the other kings, Abraham was not ready
to converse with God in an intimate way. In chapters 15 and 16 we see that
although Abraham was a man who sought God and loved Him, he was still
so much in his flesh. In chapter 17 he was circumcised and terminated, his
name was changed from Abram to Abraham, and he became another person.
Then, in chapter 18 God came to him at the oaks of Mamre in Hebron not
as the God of glory nor as the Most High God, the Possessor of heaven and
earth, nor as the El-Shaddai, but as a mortal man to enjoy a meal with His
intimate friend. At that time God had found a man who was after His heart.
The glorious intercession which Abraham made before God in Genesis
18 was not a prayer from man on earth to God in heaven; it was a human
conversation between two friends. God came down from heaven, lowering
Himself, putting on the form of a mortal man, and conversing with Abraham.
Eventually, He indicated to Abraham that He was the Almighty God; yet
they continued to talk as two friends. When Abraham was in this condition,
he was prepared and qualified to receive a revelation from God's heart
concerning His desire. Intercession is an intimate talk with God according to
the unveiling of His heart's desire. (Life-study of Genesis, pp. 678-681)

The Bible says that Abraham was the friend of God. In Genesis 18 the
God of heaven came to earth in order to befriend Abraham. Both the Old
Testament and the New Testament say that Abraham was a friend of God (2
Chron. 20:7; Isa. 41:8; James 2:23). Our impression of God is that [since] He
Is too great and that we are so low...it must not be easy to converse with Him,
draw near to Him, pray to Him, or even cry out to Him....Very few know that
we can pray to God just as we speak with other human beings. (The Meaning
and Purpose of Prayer, pp. 19-20)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msg. 51
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« WEEK 7 — DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

Gen. 18:14 "Is anything too marvelous for Jehovah? At the appointed time
I will return to you, according to the time of life, and Sarah shall have a
son."

20 "And Jehovah said, The cry of Sodom and Gomorrah, how great it is;
and their sin, how very heavy it is!"

As Abraham was enjoying such sweet fellowship with God, he received
revelation from Him regarding the birth of Isaac and the destruction of
Sodom. These are the two basic things concerning which God will always
deal with us. The birth of Isaac is related to Christ, and the destruction of
Sodom is related to God's judgment upon sin. Isaac must come and Sodom
must go. This means that Christ must come in and sin must go out....God's
concern is to bring Christ forth through us and to eliminate all the sinful
things. He intends to produce Christ and to destroy the “Sodom” in our
home life, work life, and even in our Christian and church life. (Life-study of
Genesis, p. 673)

Today's Reading

All the revelation that we have received and shall receive from God mostly
concerns these two items. If you consider your own experience, you will find
that this is so. Whenever you have received revelation from God during the
course of your fellowship with Him, it has always concerned Christ on the
positive side and sin on the negative side. Positively we see more of Christ
and say, “l have seen something new of Christ. How | hate that | have not
lived more by Him.” This is the revelation regarding the birth of Isaac, the
revelation that Christ will be brought forth in your life. But negatively we
see our sins and say, “O Lord, forgive me. There is still so much selfishness,
hatred, and jealousy in me. | have so many failures, shortcomings, and even
sinful things. Lord, | judge these things and want them destroyed.” This, in
principle, is God's judgment upon and destruction of sin. In our Christian
life, Christ must be brought in and “Sodom” must be destroyed. Likewise, in
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the church life, Christ must increase and sin must be abolished.

How can Christ be brought forth? Firstly, there is the promise. The
promise made to Abraham regarding the birth of Isaac in Genesis 17:19
and 21 was confirmed in 18:10. Not only did God promise Abraham that he
would give birth to Isaac through Sarah, but in the whole Bible, especially
in the New Testament, there is the rich promise concerning Christ. We have
the promise that Christ will be our life, our supply, and our everything. How
much the New Testament promises concerning Christ! All these promises
can be fulfilled by the gracious visitation of God.

The birth of Isaac was at the time of life, at the appointed time (17:21;
18:10, 14). Christ always has been and always will be increased in us and
brought forth through us at the time of life. We need to have many such times
of life....The time of life is always the appointed time, the time appointed by
God. God made the appointment, not Abraham. It is the same with us today,
for it is God who makes the appointments, not you and I....Whenever God
comes to visit us to bring forth Christ, that time is the appointed time, the
time of life.

The time of life for Abraham and Sarah was the time when they had
become nothing. Isaac was born when Abraham had become as old as dead
and Sarah had become out of function (vv. 11-13). Likewise, whenever we
become nothing, that is a good time, a divinely appointed time, for us to
participate in more life.

In verse 14 the Lord said, “Is anything too marvelous [or wonderful]
for Jehovah?” Every experience of Christ is marvelous in our eyes; it is a
wonderful doing of the Lord. How could Sarah have brought forth Isaac? It
was humanly impossible. If that had happened to us, it would have been a
wonderful and marvelous thing in our eyes. Christian experiences are always
like this because the Christian life is a life of impossibilities. How marvelous
it is that all the impossibilities become possibilities with Christ! (Life-study
of Genesis, pp. 673-675)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msg. 50
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« WEEK 7 — DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

Gen. 18:17 "And Jehovah said, Shall | hide from Abraham what | am about
to do?"

22 "And the men turned from there and went toward Sodom, while
Abraham remained standing before Jehovah."

God revealed to Abraham His intention to destroy Sodom, because He
was seeking an intercessor. While God intended to destroy Sodom, His
heart was concerned for Lot, who was dwelling in Sodom (Gen. 13:12; 14:12;
19:1). He wanted to save Lot in order to protect Christ's genealogy through
Ruth, a Moabitess and a descendant of Lot (19:37; Ruth 1:4; Matt. 1:5), but
He could not do so without an intercessor. Thus, in His intimate fellowship
with Abraham, in a mysterious way, without mentioning Lot's name, God
revealed His heart's desire. The proper intercession is not initiated by man
but by God's revelation. Thus, it expresses God's desire and paves the way for
the accomplishing of His will. (Gen. 18:17, footnote 1)

Abraham's purpose in standing before Jehovah was to intercede for Lot.
The glorious intercession that Abraham made before God was not a prayer
from man on earth to God in heaven; it was a human conversation between
two friends, an intimate talk according to the unveiling of God's heart's
desire. (Gen. 18:22, footnote 1)

Today's Reading

On His throne in heaven, God had decided to execute His judgment on
the wicked city of Sodom. But God would never forget that one of His people,
Lot, was in that city. Lot did not even realize that he had to be rescued from
Sodom. What could God do? He had to find someone to intercede for Lot.
God knew that there was no one on earth who was as concerned for Lot and
who was so much with God as Abraham was. Hence, God came to Abraham
for the purpose of finding an intercessor. Without an intercessor to intercede
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for His people, God cannot do anything. God has His divine principles. One
of them is that without intercession He cannot save anyone.

As Abraham lingered in God's presence, even after the two angels had left
for Sodom, remaining standing before Him (Gen. 18:22), God opened up to
him. God did not open to Abraham directly but in the way of implication.
God did not say, “Abraham, | shall soon destroy Sodom. Lot is there, and
I am very concerned about him. | have come to ask you to intercede for
him.” God was not that simple. Instead, He said, “The cry of Sodom and
Gomorrah, how great it is; and their sin, how heavy it is! | shall go down and
see whether they have done altogether according to its outcry, which has
come to Me; and if not, I will know” (18:20-21). Although God did not say a
word about Lot, His intention in speaking about Sodom was for Lot. These
two friends talked about Lot, but neither of them mentioned his name. They
spoke about him in a mysterious way, in a way of implication....Nevertheless,
God knew Abraham's intention as Abraham knew God's intention. (Life-study
of Genesis, pp. 678-680)

Before God saves, edifies, or works in someone, He must find a person to
pray for the things that He is about to do. Without our prayer, God cannot
work. God visited Abraham so that Abraham would intercede for Lot to be
saved. It is possible to say that God was asking Abraham to do something;
hence, it was not easy for God to bring it up. It is easy to tell a person what
we will do for him, but it is not easy to ask someone to do something for
us. God wanted Abraham to do something, but in order to see if Abraham
was willing, He did not bring it up quickly. If I want to ask a brother to help
me, I would first talk with him to see how his heart is toward me. Only if he
cares for me would | feel comfortable asking him to help me. This was the
case when God spoke with Abraham. It was when Abraham walked with
God to send God off and lingered in God's presence that God said, “Shall
I hide from Abraham what | am about to do?” (Gen. 18:17). (The Meaning
and Purpose of Prayer, p. 22)

Further Reading: The Meaning and Purpose of Prayer, ch. 2
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<« WEEK 7— DAY 4 »

Morning Nourishment

Gen. 18:25 "Far be it from You to do such a thing, to put to death the
righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous should be as the wicked.
Far be it from You! Shall the Judge of all the earth not do justly?'

33 "And Jehovah went away as soon as He had finished speaking with
Abraham, and Abraham returned to his place."”

The only intercession that counts in the eyes of God is that which is
according to His revelation. This means that proper intercession is not
initiated by us but by God in His revelation.

In order to fulfill the first basic principle of intercession...we need to
pass through a long process. We need to be dealt with, circumcised, and
terminated. Then we shall be ready for intimate fellowship with God.
God will come to us on a human level, not on a divine level, just as He
came to Abraham...[so that he could speak] with Him face to face. How
good it is to talk with God in this way! When we have fellowship with God
like this, we do not have the sense that we are talking to the almighty,
majestic God, but to another human being. This is the meaning of
intercession being according to the revelation of God. This intercession is
always intimate, mysterious, and in the way of implication. (Life-study of
Genesis, pp. 677, 681)

Today's Reading

Since all proper intercession is according to the revelation which is out of
God's heart, it must also be according to God's heart....Although God did not
mention Lot by name, Abraham realized what was on God's heart. Abraham did
not intercede according to the outward word of God but according to the inward
intention of God's heart. Proper intercession must always touch the heart of God.

In Genesis 18 Abraham was not praying; he was talking to his intimate
Friend on a human level....When you have come into intimate fellowship
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with God on the human level and know His heart's desire, you can challenge
Him, saying, “Lord, is this Your way?” This is neither praying nor begging; it
is challenging God in a very friendly conversation.

Abraham's challenge to God was according to God's righteous way
(18:23-25)....Proper intercession is neither according to God's love nor according
to His grace, but according to His righteousness....We must challenge God
according to His righteousness because His righteousness binds Him more than
His love and His grace do. God has no obligation to be loving or to show grace,
but He is held responsible to be righteous....Proper intercession never begs God
according to His love but challenges Him according to His righteous way.

Abraham's intercession echoed the desire of God's heart concerning Lot. As
he was interceding according to God's heart, his intercession spontaneously
expressed God's desire....This is another principle of intercession.

Intercession must also carry out God's will. Although God had a will to
rescue Lot, without Abraham's intercession God had no way to carry out His
will. Proper intercession always paves the way for the accomplishing of God's
will. It lays the tracks for the heavenly locomotive. God desired to rescue Lot
from Sodom, but He had to find a way to do this. Thus, He visited Abraham for
the purpose that he might intercede on Lot's behalf. Abraham was intimately
close to God's heart, and God was able to open His heart to him. Immediately
Abraham echoed back to God His heart's desire in a challenging intercession.

This chapter does not end with Abraham's speaking; it ends with God's
speaking [v. 33]....It does not say that Abraham had finished his speaking; it
says that the Lord had finished His speaking. Proper intercession is always
God's speaking. Apparently we are speaking; actually God is speaking in our
speaking....We need to stay in the presence of God until He has finished His
speaking to us. Our intercession must utter what God is speaking. (Life-study
of Genesis, pp. 682-683, 685-688)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msg. 51
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<« WEEK 7 —DAY 5 »
Morning Nourishment

Gen. 13:12 "Abram dwelt in the land of Canaan, and Lot dwelt in the cities
of the plain and moved his tent as far as Sodom."

19:1 "And the two angels came to Sodom in the evening, and Lot was
sitting in the gate of Sodom. And when Lot saw them, he rose up to
meet them and bowed with his face to the ground."

Lot was a righteous and godly man (2 Pet. 2:6-9). Nevertheless, although
he had come out of Ur of Chaldea and was dwelling as one of God's people
with Abraham in the land of Canaan (Gen. 12:5), he became defeated because
he separated himself from Abraham, with whom was God's witness and
testimony, and drifted into the wicked city of Sodom (13:11-13; 14:12), which
was condemned by God and was to be destroyed under His judgment.

Ur of Chaldea was a place of idols, Egypt was a place of worldly riches
and pleasures, and Sodom was a city of sin. These three places form a
triangular boundary around the land of Canaan. God's called ones live
within this triangle and must be careful lest they fall back to the city of idols,
go down to the place of worldly pleasures, or drift into the city of sin. (Gen.
19:1, footnote 1)

Today's Reading

The Bible does not indicate that in the strife between Lot and Abraham in
Genesis 13 Abraham was wrong. However, | believe that in a very deep sense
Lot's feelings were hurt. Here | would say a word to the leading brothers. It is
a very difficult matter to deal with the brothers. Abraham did nothing wrong
in dealing with Lot, but simply because he dealt with him, Lot would never
return to him. Abraham never forgot Lot. When he heard that Lot had been
captured by Chedorlaomer, he led the fight against the kings and rescued
Lot. When Abraham learned that God was about to destroy Sodom, he
interceded for Lot. In 19:27 and 28, Abraham rose up early in the morning
and looked toward Sodom and Gomorrah because he was so concerned
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for Lot. Nevertheless, because of his hurt feelings, Lot would not return
to Abraham....When Lot was delivered from the city of Sodom, he did not
consider returning to Abraham. If he had returned, his life would not have
had such a pitiful ending.

I am burdened that the young brothers and sisters will see that it
Is dangerous to dissent with and to leave the older generation in the
Lord....There is no indication in the Word that Lot thanked Abraham for
delivering him from captivity. It might have been that he would not give up
his hurt feelings and humble himself. We should not insist upon holding on
to such human feelings. We, unlike Lot, should humble ourselves, lose our
face, and return to Abraham and remain with him. The sooner we do this
and the more we do it, the better.

Lot drifted into a situation which was wicked and sinful before God (13:11-
12). Once you leave the source of spiritual influence, you will automatically
go downhill....Never forsake the proper spiritual influence, for it is your
protection. If you give it up, you will lose your protection, and, like Lot, will
drift downward into Sodom. In spite of the fact that Lot knew Sodom was
wicked in the eyes of God, he eventually entered into that evil place and lived
there....When the two angels came to execute God's judgment over Sodom,
Lot was sitting in the gate of the city, in contrast to Abraham who was sitting
at his tent door. According to ancient custom, whoever sat at the gate of the
city was one of the elders, for only they had the privilege of sitting there. Lot
became a leader in Sodom! (Life-study of Genesis, pp.692-695)

Although we all are saved and are living somewhere in Romans 5 through
8, we still need to know the source of evil and the way to be restricted from
doing evil....We need to know God by His creation and hold His truth in
righteousness. We need to act according to our nature, heed the voice of our
conscience, and care for the proper reasonings within us. If we practice all
these things, we will be protected. (Life-study of Romans, p. 39)

Further Reading: Life-study of Romans, msg. 3; Life-study of Genesis,
msg. 52
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<« WEEK 7 — DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

Gen. 19:16-17 "But he lingered; so the men seized his hand and the hand
of his wife and the hand of his two daughters, Jehovah being merciful
to him, and they brought him out and set him outside the city. And
when they had brought them outside, He said, Escape for your life. Do
not look behind you....Escape to the hills, lest you be destroyed."

Luke 17:32 "Remember Lot's wife."

Lot's wife became a pillar of salt because she took a lingering look
backward at Sodom, indicating that she loved and treasured the evil world
that God was going to judge and utterly destroy. She was rescued from
Sodom, but she did not reach the safe place that Lot reached (Gen. 19:15-30).
She did not perish; neither was she fully saved. Like the salt that becomes
tasteless (Luke 14:34-35 and footnote 2 on verse 34), she was left in a place
of shame. This is a solemn warning to the world-loving believers. (Luke
17:32, footnote 1)

Today's Reading

While the angels were staying in Lot's house, the Sodomites came
to indulge in their sodomitical lust, coming from every corner of the
city (Gen. 19:4-11). A Sodomite is a homosexual. Paul speaks of them
in Romans 1:24 and 27. There are many Sodomites today and much
sodomitical lust is expressed. Sodomites seem to have no spirit; they are
like brutal animals.

Lot was even willing to sacrifice his two daughters to satisfy the
Sodomites' lust (Gen. 19:7-9). Whether he was forced to do this or not, he
never should have done it. This shows that Lot's sense of morality had been
drugged....Lot would consider sacrificing his virgin daughters to save his two
guests....Although he was a righteous man, he had lost his sense of morality
and shame.

To meet such a wicked situation, the angels smote the Sodomites with
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blindness (19:11), indicating that all the men in Sodom were blind and in
darkness....If a man were not blind, how could he be a Sodomite? This shows
that sinfulness blinds people.

Others of Lot's children had no sense of morality (19:30-35)....After escaping
from Sodom, Lot and his daughters still had wine with them (19:32). If they had
not brought the wine with them, how else could they have had it in the cave where
they were dwelling? How drugged they were by the sinful situation in Sodom!...For
young ladies to be without a sense of shame is to be without protection.
Throughout the whole world the sense of shame and morality has been drugged.
Because most of the young people were raised in a sinful atmosphere, their senses
have been drugged. But if they would come in to the church life and remain in its
pure atmosphere for a few months, they would never return to the sinful world.

We live in an evil age and need protection from it. Our family and our
children must be protected. We all must escape Sodom and shut our doors to
its evil atmosphere. If we do not, our descendants will be drugged. How could
Lot and his children have conducted themselves in the way they did after
Sodom was destroyed? Because their sense of morality had fallen so low.

Lot himself was barely saved through the overcomer's intercession (19:15-
25, 29). Even after the angels told Lot that Sodom was to be destroyed, he
still lingered there. He had no willingness to escape from the city, but the
angels held his hand and pulled him out [v. 16]....Lot was not faithful, but the
Lord was merciful, pulling him out of Sodom as wood plucked out of a fire.

In Luke 17:28-33 the Lord warns us not to look back. Why did Lot's wife
look back? Because some of her children, especially her daughters, were
still in Sodom and because her house and her clothing also were there. If
you read Genesis 19 carefully, you will see that she was behind Lot....Being
behind him, she looked back and became a pillar of salt....When the day of
judgment arrives, will you share in the glory or in the shame? We shall not
suffer perdition, for our salvation is assured. However,...we may be put to
shame. (Life-study of Genesis, pp. 695-698)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msg. 53
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« WEEK 7 —HYMN
Hymns, #485

1

What great provision God has made
In Jesus' death on Calvary!

I hung with Him upon the tree,

And in His tomb | too was laid.

2

I rose with Him from out the grave—
And how shall I who died to sin
Continue still to live therein,

The victor living as the slave?

3

At God's right hand He took His place,
And while for saints my Savior pleads,
My heart for sinners intercedes

That they might know His saving grace.
4

Oh, what a name to me is given—

A son of God, by second birth!

I represent Him on the earth,

He represents me now in heaven.

5

As Jesus dwells beyond the skies,

I dwell within this world of strife;
And as He lives within my life,

In Him I'm in the heavenlies!
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