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Crystallization-Study Outlines of Genesis (3)
Message Six
The Process of Maturity

RK Hymns: 840

Scripture Reading: Gen. 47:7, 10; Heb. 6:1; Col. 1:28-29; Eph. 4:14

A.

Day 1

Genesis 37—45 is a record of the process of Jacob’s
maturity:

In Genesis 27 we see a supplanter; in chapter 37, a transformed
man; and at the end of chapter 45, a mature person.

. To be transformed is to be metabolically changed in our

natural life, whereas to be matured is to be filled with the
divine life that changes us—Heb. 6:1:

The last stage of transformation is maturity, the fullness of life:

God’s eternal purpose can only be accomplished through our transformation
and maturity—Gen. 1:26; Col. 1:28; 2:19.

Maturity is a matter of having the divine life imparted into us again and again
until we have the fullness of life—John 10:10.

Day 2
Maturity is a matter of the enlargement of capacity—Psa. 4:1:

Maturity in life is the sum total of receiving the discipline of the Holy Spirit—
Heb. 12:5-11.
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b. Others may see a person who has matured in life, but they cannot see the
accumulated discipline of the Holy Spirit which that person has received
secretly day by day throughout the years—2 Cor. 1:8-10; Gen. 47:7, 10.

3. God will sovereignly use persons, things, and events to empty us of everything
that has filled us and to take away every preoccupation so that we may have an
increased capacity to be filled with God—Luke 1:53; Matt. 5:6.

C. The life of Jacob reveals that everything that happens to us is
under God’s sovereignty for our transformation and maturity;
nothing is accidental:

1. In order to become mature, Jacob first had to suffer the loss of Joseph, the
treasure of his heart—Gen. 37:31-35.

2. A mature believer has learned that God is merciful and all-sufficient to meet his
needs in every kind of situation—43:11, 13-14; 17:1; Phil. 1:19-21a; 4:11-12; cf. 1
Tim. 6:6-8.

3. His trust and rest are altogether in the mercy of his all-sufficient God, no longer
in himself or in his ability—Rom. 9:16.

Day 3

Il. In Song of Songs 6:13 the lover of Christ, having passed
through the various stages of transformation, has become, in
the maturity of Christ’s life, the Shulammite, the reproduction
and duplication of Christ to match Him for their marriage:

A. Shulammite is the feminine form of Solomon, indicating
that, in the maturity of life, she has become the same as
Christ in life, in nature, in expression, and in function for the
accomplishment of God'’s eternal economy—v. 13.
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B. In Song of Songs 3 the lover of Christ reaches a mature stage,
becoming a palanquin, and eventually is reckoned by the Lord
as Jerusalem—vwv. 9-10; 6:4:

1. She reaches this stage by the breaking of her natural man and by the subduing
of her will—3:6; 4:1, 4.

2. Through her living in Christ’s ascension as the new creation in resurrection,
the lover of Christ becomes mature in the riches of the life of Christ so that she
becomes the building of God, the sanctuary of God—6:4.

Day 4

I1l. We need to experience the development of the divine life
and the divine nature contained in the divine seed that has
been sown into us so that we may have a rich entrance into
the eternal kingdom—2 Pet. 1:1, 4-11:

A. We have been allotted the wonderful, equally precious faith,
and this faith is an all-inclusive seed—v. 1; 1 Pet. 1:23:

1. All the divine riches are in this seed, but we must be diligent to develop them;
to grow to maturity is to develop what we already have—2 Pet. 1:1-8; 3:18.

2. By developing these virtues, we grow in life, and eventually, we will reach
maturity, be full of Christ, and be qualified and equipped to be kings in the
coming kingdom—Eph. 4:13-15; 2 Pet. 1:11.

3. We need to have the full development and maturity from the seed of faith, through
the roots of virtue and knowledge, the trunk of self-control, and the branches of
endurance and godliness, to the blossom and fruit of brotherly love and love—wv. 5-7.
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4. The ultimate development of the divine nature within us is love—agape, the
Greek word used in the New Testament for the divine love, which God is in His
nature—v. 7; 1 John 4:8, 16:

a. We need to let the divine seed of the allotted faith develop to its consummation
in the divine and nobler love—2 Pet. 1:5-7.

b. When we partake of the divine nature and grow in life unto maturity, we are filled
with God as love, and we become persons of love, even love itself—Eph. 3:19.

B. We should be diligent to pursue the growth, development, and
maturity of the divine life and nature for a rich entrance into
the eternal kingdom—2 Pet. 1:10-11.

Day 5

IV. Paul’s burden in the book of Hebrews was to bring
the believers out of the initial stage of salvation on to
maturity—5:11—6:5:

A. To be brought on to maturity is to be brought into the word of
righteousness concerning Christ’s heavenly ministry and the
way of God’s economy, the word that is solid food—5:12-14; 6:1:

1. The book of Hebrews was written to bring the believers on from the good word
concerning Christ’s earthly ministry to the word of righteousness concerning
Christ’s heavenly ministry and thereby bring the believers on to maturity—1:3;
4:14-16; 6:20; 7:25; 8:1-2.

2. The word of righteousness embodies the thought of God’s justice and
righteousness and governmental dealings with His people—5:13.

3. Righteousness is a matter of God’s kingdom; righteousness issues from God in
His administration and is related to His government and rule—Matt. 6:33; Psa.
89:14; 97:2; Isa. 32:1.
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. The Lord wants to bring us on to maturity, but we must

cooperate with His gracious work—Heb. 6:1:

. We need to share with Christ in His attainments—1:9; 3:14.
. We need to be diligent to enter into the remaining Sabbath rest—4:9, 11.

. We need to come forward to the throne of grace to receive mercy and find

grace—v. 16.

. We need to feed on the solid food to enjoy Christ as the High Priest according

to the order of Melchizedek—5:9-10, 14.
Day 6

V. The goal of Paul’s ministry was to present every man
mature, full-grown, in Christ for the one new man—Col.
1:28-29; 3:10-11:

A. The Greek word rendered “full-grown” in Colossians 1:28 may

2 <

also be translated “perfect,” “complete,” or “mature.”

B. Paul’'s ministry was to dispense Christ into others so that they would

be perfect and complete by maturing in Christ unto full growth.

. For the one new man we need to labor and struggle to present

all the believers full-grown in Christ, ministering Christ as life
to them so that they can live by Him and grow with Him unto
maturity—3:4; 2:19.

. Our goal in preaching the gospel to sinners and in fellowshipping

with the saints is to minister Christ into them so that they may
mature in life and be presented full-grown in Him; this is for the
growth of the new man—3:10-11; Eph. 4:13-14.
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. In order to become the one new man in reality and practicality,

we need to grow up into Christ in all things—vv. 15-16, 24:

. When we grow up into Christ in all things, we will no longer be different kinds

of persons; rather, we will spontaneously take Christ as our person and our
life—Col. 3:4, 10-11; Eph. 3:17.

. When we grow up into Christ in all things to be a full-grown man, we all will

be one in Christ; this is the universal one new man for the fulfillment of God’s
eternal purpose—v. 11; 4:13-14, 24; Gen.1:26.
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<« WEEK 30 — DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment

John 10:10 ...I1 have come that they may have life and may
have it abundantly.

Heb. 6:1 Therefore leaving the word of the beginning of
Christ, let us be brought on to maturity...

To be transformed is to be changed in our natural life, whereas to be matured
is to be filled with the divine life that changes us. We may be transformed in our
natural life, yet not be filled with the divine life. Genesis 37 through 45 is a record
of the process of Jacob’s maturity. This process began in 37:1, and it lasted until
45:28. In the last five chapters of this book we see a Jacob who has fully matured.
Probably in all his life Jacob never suffered as much as he did in these nine
chapters. They are truly a story of Jacob’s suffering. In these chapters we have the
dealings in the last stage of Jacob’s life. The sufferings he underwent here deeply
touched his personal feelings. After these chapters, Jacob had no further dealings.
Rather, he was fully matured, he was filled with the divine life, and he had the
expression of God and the dominion of God.

For God’s expression and dominion there is the need of maturity. Only a
mature life can bear God’s image and exercise His dominion. (Life-study of
Genesis, pp. 1184-1185)

Today’s Reading

In Genesis 27 we see a supplanter. He had many hands, he was able to do
everything, and no one could defeat him. Whoever came in contact with Jacob—
his father, his brother, or his uncle—was the loser. Jacob, on the contrary, always
came out ahead. He made a gain from his brother, from his father, and from his
uncle. He even made a gain from Rachel, Leah, and their two maids. However, at
the time of Rachel’s death, Jacob began to suffer loss. But even this loss produced
a gain, and that gain was Benjamin. In chapter 37 Jacob underwent another loss,
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the loss of Joseph. In this chapter Jacob did not gain anything. From this point
onward, Jacob lost one thing after another. Eventually, in chapter 47, he gained
the fullness of life. The fullness of life is blessing, which is the overflow of life.
When you are filled past the brim with life, this life will overflow into others.
This overflow is the blessing. Therefore, in chapter 27 we see a supplanter; in
chapter 37, a transformed man; and in chapter 47, a mature person. Jacob’s
transformation began at the time God came in to touch him (32:25), and it
continued until chapter 37, when the process of transformation was relatively
complete. However, in this chapter Jacob did not yet have maturity, the fullness
of life. In order to gain this, he had to experience the dealings in the last stage, the
dealings at Hebron.

We need to point out the difference between transformation and maturity.
The last stage of transformation is maturity. Maturity means the fullness of life.
When one is mature, he has no shortage of life. The more life we have, the more
mature we are. An infant is obviously not mature, but a grown man is mature. For
a human being to be mature means that his life has come into fullness.

God’s eternal purpose can only be accomplished through our transformation
and maturity. Jacob’s experience is an excellent illustration of this.

This metabolic change begins with regeneration. When we were saved, we
were not only justified and our sins forgiven; we were also regenerated. At
regeneration a new life, the divine life, was put into our spirit. From the time of
our regeneration, this life has been transforming our natural life. As the divine
life changes our natural life, it imparts more and more of the divine life into our
being. Therefore, transformation is the change of our natural life. When this
change reaches the point of fullness, the time of maturity has come....Maturity is
not a matter of our being changed; it is a matter of having the divine life imparted
to us again and again until we have the fullness of life. (Life-study of Genesis, pp.
1193, 1191, 1201, 1192)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msg. 92; CWWN, vol. 35, “The God of
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob,” ch. 11
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<« WEEK 30 — DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

Phil. 4:11-12 Not that I speak according to lack, for I have
learned, in whatever circumstances I am, to be content. I know
also how to be abased, and I know how to abound; in everything
and in all things I have learned the secret both to be filled and to
hunger, both to abound and to lack.

Time is needed for life to mature....Maturity is a matter of the enlargement
of capacity. You must allow God to give you time to suffer beyond measure; then
your capacity will be enlarged.

To escape God’s arrangement just one time is to lose an opportunity to have our
capacity enlarged. This will prolong the time required for life to mature in us and will
even require us to make up this lesson in order to reach maturity. A believer can never
be the same after passing through suffering. Either he will have his capacity enlarged
or he will become more hardened. For this reason, when believers are passing through
suffering, they must pay attention and they must realize that maturity in life is the
sum total of receiving the discipline of the Holy Spirit. People may see a person who
has matured in life, but they cannot see the accumulated discipline of the Holy Spirit
which that person has received secretly day by day throughout the years. (Watchman
Nee—a Seer of the Divine Revelation in the Present Age, pp. 143-144)

Today’s Reading

Jacob’s long wait for the return of his sons [from Egypt] was surely a trial. This
was under the sovereign hand of God to prolong Jacob’s suffering that he might
be emptied of everything.

Our preoccupations frustrate the growth of life. Due to these
preoccupations, there is not much room in our being for the divine life. But
when Jacob heard the news about Joseph in Egypt, he had been emptied of
every preoccupation. Nothing was occupying his inner being. Rachel had died,

2014 Summer Training - Message 6 Morning Revival - Page 3



A, BECLERAT, TBLFOLEALT, L
CHRZEMBEIZT. AZBKRGES, FIHHLK
WEAE, M RELESE. FRLE, ek (4]
WA 26) o FHEHERFIE, A TERE
T, FEREEWG LGN HCERKT

LEAEAER=ALF, BEETRAA A
W, BRATAE S M, SERMENT, {2tiE g
e A F s, BRI AR &
AR 5% A — A5 B e R BN GAB AT RS,
é&g,ﬁﬁﬂ‘]éﬁgﬁg‘bo it VA, zﬁiﬁ?éﬁéaﬁﬁgﬁi/&%%
T, AR IS TR, BRLAK LTS
ANEBE—LE, HEMPIFIRTRA L. TRE
HARMIR, LIELEERREN? RARYF LA H—
Wi ZAET A B —ef ok la R i Bk B X,

& HAKBIEEEZ — o fe sk AT, B
TRBEEBRRE, T BAATHEY, T iF
L, REIBKIEE, — e F AR, HAREY
(W=11, 13) . TRk E LT, HR, [&K
EETRTF, T, | (14) B RZFFTFGIRMK!

HEAEFHEREFEATHHIT M, Amigid
TARABBWHMZE, RABEEAC, DALE
Ao TS LAEABATRIHIM . LB T -2,
ARG RIE R, EFHG T RAAGBEMN, =
ARG HEITFfE ) o M F o B AT BRI a9 AP T £ R A
Ay, LRARY, RAEFATILT RAGT X,
Bk, HEHGLTMR, [EEL2RGVERAD
AT AR . | (14) AAefE b aRn
ARZAGWM, RAEAMLA CAROR). AEEA
A L—BT 2ME R R AGA (Bl AMRLE,
— N, " @——, —W=—F—W9=_8) ,

%3k AlMRAGTHRE, FALT=ZEATOEE,

O NFEEFINIR-F6Rm REES-5548

his twelve sons had gone away, and Jacob had been utterly emptied out. He
was so empty that when the good news came, he was not excited by it. In fact,
his heart was numb (Gen. 45:26). When the news came regarding Joseph,
Jacob had not only been transformed; he was completely filled with the divine
life. He had become mature.

Even in chapter 37 Jacob could not bear God’s image or exercise God’s dominion.
Although he was transformed, he was not yet mature. His partiality toward Joseph
proves that he was not mature. This partial love was a weak point. Do not think that a
transformed person cannot be partial in his love or have other weak points. Therefore,
God sovereignly placed Jacob under His hand that he might become mature....In
order to become mature, Jacob firstly had to suffer the loss of Joseph, the treasure of
his heart. It seems impossible that Joseph could have been lost. He could easily have
died of a certain illness, but how could Jacob have lost him? Although he was not to
die, because he was still very useful, he had to be taken away from Jacob.

Jacob actually did not react to all these dealings in the last stage for his maturity.
He no longer had his own activity. Rather, without any struggle, he absolutely
submitted to his circumstances. He took all the situations as they happened
(43:11, 13). Concerning the probable loss of his sons, he said, “If I am to be bereaved
of my children, I shall be bereaved” (43:14). What submission this was!

In his early days Jacob always trusted in his own skill and ability. However,
after the dealings in the last stage, his trust was no longer in himself, but in
God. Jacob had come to know God’s mercy. In his experiences through all his
life, he eventually realized that it was God’s mercy, not his skill and ability, that
had counted in his situations. And he had also learned that this merciful God
is all-sufficient, not only almighty, to meet his needs in every kind of situation.
Hence, Jacob said to his sons, “May the All-sufficient God grant you mercy
before the man” (43:14). Now his trust and rest are altogether in the mercy of
his all-sufficient God, no longer in himself and in his ability. Here we see a man
who has been fully transformed for maturity. (Life-study of Genesis, pp. 1199,
1185, 1201)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msgs. 93-94
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<« WEEK 30 — DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

S.S. 4:4 Your neck is like the tower of David, built for an
armory: a thousand bucklers hang on it, all the shields of the
mighty men.

6:4 You are as beautiful, my love, as Tirzah, as lovely as
Jerusalem, as terrible as an army with banners.

[Song of Songs 6:13 says], “Return, return, O Shulammite; / Return,
return, that we may gaze at you. / Why should you gaze at the Shulammite,
/ As upon the dance of two camps?”...[Here] the lover’s name Shulammite,
which is the feminine form of Solomon, is first used, indicating that at this
point she has become Solomon’s duplication, counterpart, the same as
Solomon in life, nature, and image, as Eve to Adam (Gen. 2:20-23), signifying
that the lover of Christ becomes the same as Him in life, nature, and image to
match Him (2 Cor. 3:18; Rom. 8:29) for their marriage. (Life-study of Song of

Songs, p. 53)
Today’s Reading

Shulammite is the feminine form of Solomon, indicating that now the
overcomers have become the same as Christ. All the overcomers must be one
with God and must be Christ. The Shulammite was a country girl. Now, as a
counterpart of Solomon, she has become the same as Solomon in life, in nature,
in expression, and in function for the carrying out of God’s economy. In these
four things—Ilife, nature, expression, and function—we become the same as God
and Christ but not in Their Godhead. To say that we are the same as God in His
Godhead is a great blasphemy, but if we say that we cannot be the same as God
in life, nature, expression, and function, this is unbelief. The Bible tells us again
and again that God wants to be one with us and to make us one with Him. This is
God’s intention.
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The phrases in Christ and in the Lord are used repeatedly in the New
Testament. Paul told us to rejoice always in the Lord (Phil. 4:4). In ourselves we
cannot rejoice. We can only sigh all the time. But in the Lord we are able to do
all things (Phil. 4:13). Surely our God is more qualified than Solomon. He is able
to make us the same as He is in His life, in His nature, in His expression, and in
His function to carry out His economy. This signifies that the overcomers were
sinners. Now, in the maturity of Christ’s life, they have become the same as Christ
in life, in nature, in expression, and in function for the accomplishment of God’s
eternal economy. (Crystallization-study of Song of Songs, pp. 112-113)

Many times in the past forty years I have come back to the Song of Songs. I
have had many experiences in this book, and I have come to realize that it speaks
not only of love but also of the subduing of the will. To have complete, adequate,
and thorough transformation, there must be the subduing of the will. The more
our will is subdued, the more we will be transformed.

Song of Songs 3 tells us of the maturity of the seeking one, and chapter 4
continues by explaining how she reached such a mature stage. But this is not all.
Eventually, she is reckoned by the Lord as Jerusalem. This is the maturity that
is mentioned in chapter 3 when she becomes the palanquin. A palanquin is a
miniature of the city. The city contains the Lord in a full way, and the palanquin
contains the Lord on a smaller scale. This is the maturity mentioned in chapter
3. Then chapter 4 explains that such a maturity is reached by the subduing of the
will. (Life and Building as Portrayed in the Song of Songs, pp. 65-66)

The Beloved’s praising His lover, saying that she is as beautiful as the heavenly
sanctuary (Tirzah) and as lovely as the heavenly Jerusalem, indicates that through
her living in Christ’s ascension as the new creation in resurrection, the lover of
Christ becomes mature in the riches of the life of Christ so that she becomes not
only a garden to Christ (S.S. 4:12—5:1; 6:2) but also the building of God (cf. Gen.
2:8-12, 18-24; 1 Cor. 3:9-12), the sanctuary of God and its safeguard. (S.S. 6:4,
footnote 1)

Further Reading: Life-study of Song of Songs, msgs. 7-8; Crystallization-study
of Song of Songs, msgs. 10-12; CWWL, 1972, “Life and Building as Portrayed in
the Song of Songs,” chs. 11-12
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<« WEEK 30 — DAY 4 >

Morning Nourishment

2 Pet. 1:4 Through which He has granted to us precious
and exceedingly great promises that through these you might
become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the
corruption which is in the world by lust.

11 For in this way the entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ will be richly and bountifully supplied to you.

Second Peter 1:11 indicates that we may have an entrance richly and bountifully
supplied into the kingdom of our Lord. However, a good number of Christians will not
have such an entrance, because they have never built up this entrance by developing
the divine seed unto maturity....If we have the development of the divine life and are
constituted of the elements of the divine nature, a rich and bountiful entrance into the
coming kingdom will be supplied to us. (Life-study of 2 Peter, pp. 55-56)

Today’s Reading

We Christians are destined to be kings in the Lord’s kingdom....It is impossible
to be a king without...maturity. Even if the Lord would want to enthrone as a
king someone who is not mature, that person would realize that he is not able to
exercise the kingship. This indicates that even we ourselves know that we need to
grow to maturity in order to be kings.

According to Peter’s word in 2 Peter 1:5-11, to grow to maturity is to
develop what we have already received. We have been allotted the wonderful
like precious faith, and this faith is an all-inclusive seed. All the divine riches
are in this seed, but we must be diligent to develop them into virtue. Then
we need to develop in our virtue knowledge; in knowledge, self-control; in
self-control, endurance; in endurance, godliness; in godliness, brotherly
love; and in brotherly love, love. By developing these virtues we grow, and
eventually we shall reach maturity. As a result, we shall be full of Christ, and,
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in Paul’'s words, we shall arrive at the measure of the stature of the fullness of
Christ (Eph. 4:13). Then we shall be qualified and equipped to be kings in the
coming kingdom.

In 2 Peter 1:5-7 we have the development from faith to love....Eventually, we
have the full development and maturity from the seed of faith, through the roots
of virtue and knowledge, the trunk of self-control, and the branches of endurance
and godliness, to the blossom and the fruit of brotherly love and love. (Life-study
of 2 Peter, pp. 63-64, 51)

The consummation of our enjoying the divine nature is agape, the divine
love. Love is the ultimate development in the divine nature (2 Pet. 1:7) and the
consummation of the development of the divine nature....We have the allotted
faith within us as the divine portion and...God has given us exceedingly great and
precious promises that we might become partakers of the divine nature. As we
cooperate with this divine nature, it will have the opportunity to develop itself to
its consummation, which is love.

When we remain in the fellowship, we touch the source, and we enjoy the
divine love as the essence and the divine light as the expression. This means
we partake of the divine nature. In this enjoyment we let the divine seed of the
allotted faith develop to its consummation—the divine nobler love.

When you partake of the divine nature to the uttermost, you will be filled with
God as love. This issues in a manner of life, and this manner of life is a separated
and distinct life, making you no more common but holy. Holiness is the manner of
this life that enjoys the divine nature to the uttermost. When we enjoy God as love,
we even become love, and this issues in holiness. Holiness is the manner. When
we become love, we become different and distinct from the common people.

Because you are a person enjoying the divine nature, you are a person of love.
The people around you would notice that you are different and distinct. This is
not a matter of behavior, but it is a matter of our being. (God’s New Testament
Economy, pp. 334, 328, 333-335)

Further Reading: Life-study of 2 Peter, msgs. 6-7; God’s New Testament
Economy, chs. 31-32
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« WEEK 30 — DAY 5 »

Morning Nourishment

Heb. 5:13-14 For everyone who partakes of milk is
inexperienced in the word of righteousness, for he is an infant; but
solid food is for the full-grown, who because of practice have their
faculties exercised for discriminating between both good and evil.

Paul’s burden in the book of Hebrews was to bring the believers out of
the “kindergarten” stage and to bring them on to maturity, to the word of
righteousness concerning Christ’s heavenly ministry, concerning the way of
His economy, which is the solid food for them to reach maturity. In the New
Testament age God’s main work is to bring forth the new creation, and the new
creation work is based upon regeneration in our spirit by God’s divine life, not by
any miracle. From the time of regeneration, God continues to renew us, to sanctify
us dispositionally, to transform us from one degree of glory to another degree of
glory, and eventually to conform us to the image of the firstborn Son of God unto
glorification. This is the main work of God in the New Testament age to create His
new creation. (Elders’ Training, Book 5: Fellowship concerning the Lord’s Up-to-
date Move, p. 122)

Today’s Reading

God produces the new creation by regenerating the fallen and dead creation with
His own divine life in the very spirit of the fallen and dead people, whom He chose in
eternity past, to make them a new creation. This is accomplished by Himself as the
divine life, as the Spirit, entering into His chosen people’s spirit to regenerate them,
to sanctify them, to transform them, and to conform them unto glorification. (Elders’
Training, Book 5: Fellowship concerning the Lord’s Up-to-date Move, p. 123)

Christians do not understand the word of righteousness concerning God’s
governmental dealings. Such words are like hard bones, and many, unable to
understand them, throw them away. But whether we understand these words or not, we
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are still under God’s governmental dealings....The word regarding God’s governmental
dealings is the word of righteousness, not the word of grace nor the word of life.

The word about not entering into God’s rest is a word of righteousness, not a
word of grace. In Hebrews 3:15, a quotation from Psalm 95, we are told, “Today if
you hear His voice, do not harden your hearts as in the provocation.” Hebrews 4:11,
another word of righteousness, says, “Let us therefore be diligent to enter into
that rest lest anyone fall after the same example of disobedience.” Keep in mind
that the word of righteousness is deeper than the rudiments of the beginning of
the oracles of God, because it embodies the deeper thought of God’s justice and
righteousness in His dispensational and governmental dealings with His people.
(Life-study of Hebrews, pp. 320-321)

Righteousness issues from God for His administration (Psa. 89:14; 97:2;
Isa. 32:1). This righteousness is Christ to be our righteousness (1 Cor. 1:30),
making us God’s righteousness in Him (not making us righteous before God).
Through Christ’s redemption, man, who is a sinner and is even sin, is made God’s
righteousness, being reconciled to the righteous God, and is made a new creation
living to God for His eternal purpose. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p.
3224)

In the experience of our spiritual life, there is always the Lord’s doing, on the
one side, and our pursuing in cooperation with Him, on the other side. The Lord
wants to bring us on to maturity, but we still need to cooperate with Him by being
brought on to perfection, to maturity.

The Lord wants to bring us on, but we must let Him do it. This is our willing
cooperation with His gracious work. In order to be brought on to perfection, to
maturity, we need to share with Christ in His attainments (Heb. 1:9; 3:14), to be
diligent to enter into the remaining Sabbath rest (4:9, 11), to come forward to the
throne of grace to receive mercy and find grace (4:16), and to feed on the solid
food to enjoy Christ as our High Priest according to the order of Melchizedek (5:9-
10, 14). (Heb. 6:1, footnote 3)

Further Reading: Life-study of Hebrews, msgs. 29-30
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<« WEEK 30 — DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

Col. 1:28-29 Whom we announce, admonishing every man
and teaching every man in all wisdom that we may present
every man full-grown in Christ; for which also I labor, struggling
according to His operation which operates in me in power.

The goal of Paul’s ministry was to present every man full-grown in
Christ. Whenever I consider this phrase, present every man full-grown, as
used in Colossians 1:28, I sense how short I am. I am warned by the Spirit
within me regarding my ministry. I am concerned about how many | shall
be able to present full-grown in Christ. The burden of this responsibility
weighs upon me greatly. Inwardly I am charged to announce Christ and to
warn others and teach them regarding Christ so that I may present them
full-grown in Christ.

Paul’s concept in Colossians 1:28 is completely different from that held by
Christian ministers and pastors today. Paul’s concept concerning his ministry was
that of dispensing Christ into others so that they may grow in Christ to maturity.
He knew that Christ had to be added into the believers until they became full-
grown in Christ. We need to have the same concept as Paul. As the elders care for
the saints in the churches, they should seek to present all the dear ones full-grown
in Christ. (Life-study of Colossians, p. 119)

Today’s Reading

Speaking of Christ who dwells in us as the hope of glory, Paul says, “Whom
we announce, admonishing every man and teaching every man in all wisdom
that we may present every man full-grown in Christ” (Col. 1:28). The Greek word
rendered “full-grown” may also be translated “mature,” “complete,” or “perfect.”
Paul’s ministry was to impart Christ to others so that they may be perfect and
complete by maturing in Christ unto full growth. However, many Christian

2014 Summer Training - Message 6 Morning Revival - Page 11



KA FHFLEBHIANEAASEIALLETIR
ey L EBA, RIS BZREEE, 12
FAV L AR I R Bl AR GG B 4Z,

L ERBITH, AMWBRZLZEA>BHLEG, T4
ABEEBEZE KRG L, K16 M ARE S,
M B R, e T, R BAZR
ZAEAE R AT R AR B K, AP o &AM
89 B AZ TR RAEE A48 B AP M T, 7 A e A Bt
JER M E @, A EAR AL R E R B L,
BMVE @ EERTRIEABTIBHLA, &M16948 5
B LA, RMEOARERE, LARLRES
IAE@, DA B LAREIMMEIEEHE G,

KA AP GBH, ©LZA R BAZ, F &
PIEEAR 4 0, &R AT0Y B AZ R & A A B R 34k
ME®R, FEbMearEEZRGK (KEDELGHF
8 —AANE—ANA) ,

hE2HEFELBETR, LFRINABTNGHAEF
WEEZ®. AL KMEHA FLXMILE A
RIABEE®R, AABEBORELARBABA, L4
HARRBIA, EBEARGAHRAA, BALTR W,
SAELE—WZ N, ZHAH A

BT P bk H B H L, KPEEHAE—HF,
HAEERELE, TARBRES PHTELABRMST
B, ELELERINABEED, £RA LA BHROA,
AR MARGA, & RAALE, TMEMLLZH A
EREILATE®R, A ARROALELTMEAL,
M EBEAGERZMBAN, REXRTW, HTRAFF
0o ceodn TS RN 89 5 L db ok AR 2 A S BAE AL,
B AR 69 2 xe B8 B 5 Uik, ARG P 2 —18
TA (—EBFY, —5F, —@AHA, —O—78) ,

S FBBHETAGEE, 1w, T2 +EE,

O MMEFEEFIIH-FeREmERHEES -5 128

workers today do not have any concept of presenting every man full-grown in
Christ. The goal of their work is something other than this. But we must have the
same goal that Paul had.

Even in preaching the gospel, our aim should be to impart life in order
to present others mature, full-grown, in Christ. As we preach the gospel to
unbelievers, minister Christ to them, and help them to receive the Lord, our
goal is not merely that they should be saved from the lake of fire and from God’s
condemnation. Our goal is not only for them to experience God’s forgiveness; it is
to minister Christ into them so that they may eventually be presented full-grown
in Christ. If we fail to impart Christ to others as we preach the gospel, our gospel
preaching will fall short of God’s standard. Christ must be infused into all those to
whom we speak. Imparting Christ should be our aim in our gospel preaching.

We should have the same goal in our fellowship with the saints. As we contact
the saints, our goal should be to minister Christ into them so that they may
mature in Him. (Life-study of Colossians, p. 129)

We need to hold to Christ as the truth and grow into Christ, the life-giving
Spirit, in all things. This will make us the new man. If we grow up into Christ in all
things, then in Christ there will not be this kind of person or that kind of person.
There will not be any kind of person but Christ, who is all and in all. This is the
new man.

Brothers and sisters, we must see that in all the localities we are doing only one
thing, and that is to minister Christ and to pray that others may hold to Christ as
the truth in love and grow up into Him in all things. Eventually, there will not be
this kind of people or that kind of people, but there will be only Christ. This is the
new man. When we grow up into Christ in this way, spontaneously we will allow
Christ to be the person. Christ as the person is not individual or local but universal.
If all the brothers and sisters in all six continents take Christ as the person, then
spontaneously all the brothers and sisters on the earth in His recovery will be the
one new man. (One Body, One Spirit, and One New Man, pp. 90-91)

Further Reading: Life-study of Colossians, msgs. 14, 16-17
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<« WEEK 30 — HYMN

Hymns, #841

1 Thou art all my life, Lord,
In me Thou dost live;

With Thee all God’s fullness
Thou to me dost give.

By Thy holy nature

I am sanctified,

By Thy resurrection,

Vict'ry is supplied.

2 Now Thy flowing life, Lord,
Doth enlighten me,

Bringing in the spirit
Fellowship with Thee;

All my need supplying,
Making Thy demand,
Leading me to cleansing
And in Thee to stand.

3 Thy anointing Spirit

Me shall permeate,

All my soul and spirit
Thou wouldst saturate;
Every part transforming
Till conformed to Thee,
Till Thy life shall bring me
To maturity.

4 Lord, Thy life abundant,
Flowing, rich and free,
Constantly refreshes

And empowers me.

Death by life is swallowed,
Weakness is made strong,
All my bonds are broken,
Gloom is turned to song.

5 I would give myself, Lord,
Fully unto Thee,

That Thy heart’s desire

Be fulfilled in me.

I no more would struggle

To myself reform,

Thus in me to hinder

What Thou wouldst perform.

6 I would cease completely
From my efforts vain,

Let Thy life transform me,
Full release to gain;

Build me up with others
Till in us Thou see

Thy complete expression
Glorifying Thee.
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