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Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (Spring 2015)

The Recovery of the Priesthood for God’s Building
Message Five
The Two Orders of the Priesthood

Scripture Reading: 1 Pet. 2:5, 9; Rev. 5:10; Exo. 29:1, 4; Gen. 14:18-20; Heb.

A.

B.

C.

13:15; 2:12
Outline
Day 1

The basic significance of a priest in the Bible is that a
priest ministers God to man:

The first mention of a priest in the Scriptures establishes the
principle of a priest.

The first time the word priest is used in the Bible is with
Melchizedek, who was a king and a kingly priest—Gen 14:18-20.

The foundational story of the priesthood in the Scriptures is
that of a person coming from God and ministering something
of God to God’s people:

Melchizedek came from God and ministered something of God to Abraham.

The bread and wine signify God as our enjoyment and God being ministered to
us to nourish, refresh, sustain, comfort, and strengthen us.

. If we would be genuine priests today, we need to realize that

a priest is not only one who serves God but also one who
ministers God into man.
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E. If, as priests, we know only how to render service to God

without knowing how to minister God to man, the situation
among us regarding the priesthood will be quite poor.

Day 2

I1. The two orders of the priesthood are the holy priesthood

A.

and the royal priesthood—Rev. 5:10; 1 Pet. 2:5, 9:

The holy priesthood is typified by the order of Aaron; the
order of Aaron is the holy order—Exo. 29:1, 4; 1 Pet. 2:5;
Heb. 2:17:

To be holy is to be separated from the worldly things unto God—1 Pet. 1:16:

The holy order is an order separated from common things unto the divine
things and unto the use of the Lord.

The holy priests are those who are separated to go to God, to represent God’s
people—2:5.

The first order of the priesthood—the aspect of the Aaronic priesthood, the
holy priesthood—is for the offering of sacrifices to God for our sins; hence, the
Aaronic priesthood is mainly concerned with the sin offering—Heb. 10:12:

The Aaronic priesthood solves the problem of sin; Christ’s purifying of sins is
typified by the work of Aaron—1:3; 7:27; 9:12, 28.

Christ put away sin by offering Himself to God as the one sacrifice for sins—v.
26; 10:10-12.

Day 3

The Aaronic priesthood was not part of God’s initial intention but was added
later because of the problem of sin—1:3; John 1:29; Rom. 8:3.

. The royal priesthood is typified by the order of Melchizedek;

the order of Melchizedek is the royal, the kingly, order—1
Pet. 2:9; Gen. 14:18; Heb. 5:10:
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. The second order of the priesthood—the aspect of the priesthood typified by

Melchizedek, the royal priesthood—is for ministering the processed God into us
as our enjoyment for our supply—v. 10; 7:1-2.

. Christ’s sitting down on the right hand of the Majesty on high is according to

the order of Melchizedek—Psa. 110:1, 4; Heb. 1:3; 8:1.

. As the kingly High Priest, Christ ministers to us whatever we need, dispensing

the processed and consummated Triune God into us as our life supply to fulfill
God’s eternal purpose.

Day 4

. In our experience today, the kingly priests are those who come from God to

care for God’s people, just as Melchizedek came from God to meet Abraham to
minister bread and wine to him—Gen. 14:18-19.

. As we serve in the practical church life, the real priesthood comes into

being when we minister God to others so that eventually they will be God’s
expression—1 Pet. 4:10; 2 Cor. 3:18.

. The Aaronic priesthood solves the problem of sin, and the

kingly priesthood fulfills God’s eternal purpose; the Aaronic
priesthood took away sin, and the kingly priesthood
brought in God as our grace—Heb. 1:3; 4:16.

. On the one hand, in the Lord’s recovery today we are holy

priests, going to God to represent God’s people and bring
their needs to Him; on the other hand, we are royal priests,
coming from God to the people to represent God and
minister God to them—1 Pet. 2:5, 9:

. The holy priests offer something to God for the sake of the people, and the royal

priests declare the things of God to people.

2. We are the holy priests and the kingly priests, going and coming in two directions.

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (Spring 2015) - Message 5 Outline - Page 3
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Day 5

II1.The holy priesthood offers spiritual sacrifices to God—v. 5:
A. The spiritual sacrifices that the holy priests offer according to

God’s economy are (1) Christ as the reality of all the sacrifices
of the Old Testament types, such as the burnt offering, meal
offering, peace offering, sin offering, and trespass offering (Lev.
1—5); (2) the sinners saved by our gospel preaching, offered as
members of Christ (Rom. 15:16); and (3) our body, our praises,
and the things that we do for God (12:1; Heb. 13:15-16; Phil. 4:18).

B. In particular, the spiritual sacrifices include Christ as the reality

of the burnt offering; we can offer Christ to God as our burnt
offering only to the extent to which we have experienced Christ
in His experiences as the burnt offering—Lev. 1:6, 9; 6:8-13.

. God accepts no work that is not a sacrifice, that is not wholly an

offering; thus, the question is not “What have I done for God?”
but “Has what I have done been done as an offering to God?”

D. As priests in the holy priesthood, through the unchanging

Christ as grace we should “offer up a sacrifice of praise
continually to God”—Heb. 13:15:

. In the church we should offer up through Christ the sacrifice of praise to God.

. In the church Christ sings in us hymns of praise unto God the Father, and we

too should praise God the Father through Him—2:12:

. He and we, we and He, praise the Father together in the mingled spirit—1 Cor.

6:17.

. Christ, as the life-giving Spirit, praises the Father in our spirit, and we, by our

spirit, praise the Father in His Spirit.

. This is the best and highest sacrifice that we can offer to God through Christ—

Heb. 13:15.
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« WEEK S5 —DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment

Gen. 14:18-20 And Melchizedek the king of Salem brought out bread and wine.
Now he was priest of God the Most High. And he blessed him and said,
Blessed be Abram of God the Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth; and
blessed be God the Most High, who has delivered your enemies into your
hand. And Abram gave him a tenth of all.

What is a priest?...Although it is correct to say [that the priest is one who
serves God], it is not adequate. A priest is not only one who serves God but also
one who ministers God into man. All Christians think that a priest is one who
serves God, but not many Christians know that, ultimately, a priest is one who
ministers God to man. In a sense, serving God is secondary, while ministering God
to man is primary. The basic significance of the priesthood is not to serve God but
to minister God to man. If, as priests, we only know how to render service to God
without knowing how to minister God to man, we shall be quite poor. (Life-study
of Hebrews, pp. 145-146)

Today’s Reading

The first mention of the word priest in the Bible is with Melchizedek (Gen. 14:18-
20). Melchizedek was the first priest in the Bible. As we have pointed out on other
occasions, the first mention of a thing in the Bible establishes the principle for that
category of things. Therefore, the first mention of the priest, that of Melchizedek,
establishes the principle of a priest. If you examine the case of Melchizedek as
the priest of the most high God, you will see that he did not go from man to God
but came from God to man. He did not go to God and serve God; he came from
God and ministered something of God to Abraham, God’s seeker. After the case
of Melchizedek, there is much development of this matter of the priesthood in the
Bible. But we must not forget that the foundational story of the priesthood is that of
a priest coming from God ministering something of God to God’s people.

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (Spring 2015) - Message 5 Morning Revival - Page 1
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The main point with respect to Christ as the High Priest is not that He serves
God but that He ministers God to us. We must go deeper than the superficial
concept that a priest is one who serves God. Everyone, including the unbelievers
on the street, knows that a Catholic priest is one who serves God, burns incense,
and fulfills his “holy” duty. Even the heathen religions have priests. We need to
cross the river out of this low concept into a higher one. God does not need your
service, but He does want you to minister Himself to people. As the High Priest,
Christ’s major job is to minister God to us. Mainly what Christ does within you
is to minister God into you. This is our High Priest. He is continually doing one
thing—ministering God into us. Some may say that Melchizedek did not minister
God. But what about the bread and the wine—what do they signify? The bread
and the wine signify God as our enjoyment, God being ministered to us to refresh,
sustain, support, strengthen, and nourish us that we may grow with all the riches
of God. This is the primary task of a priest. In principle, we who serve God today
are His priests. As priests, our main responsibility is to minister Him to people.
(Life-study of Hebrews, pp. 146-147)

God’s original intention was to present Himself as the tree of life to be enjoyed
by man, and those who enjoy God the most are the priests....Revelation 20:6
speaks of those who will be priests for a thousand years, and 22:3 says, “His slaves
will serve Him.” To serve Him is to be a priest for eternity. Who will be the final
priests? It will be all His redeemed ones, who share in the New Jerusalem. They
will be the final priests eternally.

By all this we can see that our function as believers is not a small matter. We
do not see much proper functioning among Christians today, because many do
not have the adequate realization and experience. In these days, however, the
Lord will recover our service. We will realize more and more, and we will come
into more experiences of Christ. Then we will be able to function properly. (CWW.L,
1965, vol. 2, pp. 461-462)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1965, vol. 2, “Functioning in Life as Gifts Given to
the Body of Christ,” chs. 6-7

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (Spring 2015) - Message 5 Morning Revival - Page 2



FhHE

RMIRFE

- IS

R =NT “PTARILF L 5 F L, ARE
AT EE, RABME, B0 KL, 4§
IR CLN R R o P

+ 12 “of kX —{EBE A F—k#R LA, K
ABEAVRI AL T T

BHRRMLRZHGEF ], LREEGE ], 2505 3]
RBE BN EF LR, MAEZNRIRBE L LRIBOE R,
FHARBREL, LAEENRE] (k1) (BAES5E
S EFIHAOME, W_—R) .

EREEE

BMN—BRFAGRENRER, F—ELEGZHRIIKRE,
HEEHAHMEL, AR AR FRGES], L2 TG F
REEZKBEHF R, BHOFREFNGF R, 2H
R EY, BHEHGFEHLT, palEkELE, X7
0G5 R T RMNETR, AL EHm P, SAE k)E 244 A
HER. ZABENF A, KMNATEHRERLE L,
HEAMZA A ROA, KER, LBeEH, FALY
VEEF At ke AT A FH VA, XA E
BHART, REWZEDZALNIBGFESL T o5 H %k,
B FAEZNEY, IRLZHGFL, EFHNHLIKRE (£
AN REEA, L=ZT) o

LA — @RS IR, T RABATE R, KL,
Bk, RAEGRIRY, TRHEBEFAA XK. KE, #
KT EFIAL

O A FEFRERAESNILG-BS5RERMES -3 1

« WEEK 5 — DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

Heb. 2:17 Hence He should have been made like His brothers in all things that
He might become a merciful and faithful High Priest in the things pertaining
to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people.

10:12 But this One, having offered one sacrifice for sins, sat down forever on
the right hand of God.

The believers are not only holy priests but also royal priests. Whereas the holy
priests are according to the order of Aaron, the royal, kingly priests are according
to the order of Melchizedek. Melchizedek was a king and a kingly priest (Heb. 7:1).
(A General Sketch of the New Testament in the Light of Christ and the Church,
Part 3: Hebrews through Jude, p. 331)

Today’s Reading

We are the holy priesthood on the one hand, and the royal priesthood on the
other hand. In the Old Testament types there are two different orders of priests—the
order of Aaron and the order of Melchizedek. The order of Aaron is the holy order.
To be holy is to be separated from the common things, the worldly things, unto
the Lord. The holy order is an order separated from the world, from the common
things, unto the use of the Lord. To have the church service, all of us need to be built
together, and we should be separated people, separated from the world, from the
common things, from the ordinary way. To be separated unto God is to be holy unto
God. To be holy simply means to be sanctified, and to be sanctified simply means to
be separated from the common things unto the divine things. This is the holy order,
the holy priesthood. (CWWL, 1969, vol. 1, “To Serve in the Human Spirit,” p. 72)

The Aaronic aspect of the priesthood is for offering sacrifices to God for
our sins. Hence, the Aaronic priesthood is mainly concerned with the sin
offering....Offering solves the problem of sin.
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Verse 28 of Hebrews 9 tells us that Christ has been offered once to bear the
sins of many (v. 14; 10:12). In the eyes of God, sin is gone and has become history.
We should not believe Satan, our feelings, or our failures. They are lies. We must
declare that sin was put away by Christ in His first manifestation.

According to 7:27, our High Priest “does not have daily need, as the high priests
do, to offer up sacrifices first for his own sins and then for those of the people; for
this He did once for all when He offered up Himself.” This does not refer to what
Christ is doing today but to what He did in the past. This verse assures us that
never again need we be bothered by sin, for Christ offered Himself for sins once
for all. On the cross He solved the problem of sin once for all. Now on the throne,
He is carrying out His priesthood forever.

Christ offered Himself to God for our sins (7:27; 9:14, 26; 10:10, 12). The first
thing that our Lord did in His priestly ministry was to offer Himself to God for our
sins. He was the real sin offering, the unique sin offering. From the foundation
of the world, Christ was the unique sin offering (Rev. 13:8). As such an offering,
He offered Himself to God for our sins. Christ offered Himself to God for our sins
once for all, and He does not need to do it again. It was accomplished once for all
for eternity.

We all must declare and announce the good tidings that the problem of sin has
been solved. We should not listen to lies. Even our experience is a lie. Sin is no
longer here. We all must declare that sin has been taken away. Christ’s offering of
Himself put away sin. Thus, John 1:29 says, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes
away the sin of the world!” However, many Christians do not realize or believe
that sin has been taken away. We should believe that sin has been taken away.
Even if we have a failure or defeat, we must tell Satan that we do not believe him
and that we believe the holy Word, which says that sin has been taken away. We
must forget our experiences and what we are, strongly take the Lord’s word, and
declare to the enemy and to the whole universe that sin has been taken away and
that sin has nothing to do with us any longer because Christ offered Himself to
God to take it away. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 3778, 3754-3755)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1969, vol. 1, chs. 6-7
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« WEEK 5 — DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

Heb. 6:20 Where the Forerunner, Jesus, has entered for us, having become
forever a High Priest according to the order of Melchizedek.

7:1-2 For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God, who
met Abraham...and blessed him, to whom also Abraham apportioned a
tenth part of all; first being interpreted king of righteousness, and then also
king of Salem, which is king of peace.

Because of man’s fall, sin came in to frustrate and damage God’s purpose of
ministering Himself into man as man’s daily supply. Since Satan had brought in
sin to frustrate God’s purpose, the problem of sin had to be solved. Hence, there
was the need of the Aaronic priesthood, which was brought in to solve the problem
of sin. By this we can see that the Aaronic priesthood was not a part of God’s initial
intention but was added later. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 3774)

Today’s Reading

The order of Melchizedek is the royal order. Melchizedek was a king, and he was
a kingly priest. On one hand, we are the sons of Aaron, the holy priests separated
from the world unto the Lord. On the other hand, we are Melchizedeks, the kingly
priests. (CWWL, 1969, vol. 1, “To Serve in the Human Spirit,” pp. 72-73)

Our High Priest, Christ, is not according to the order of Aaron but according
to the order of Melchizedek. Aaron is past. | am sorry to say that many Christians
still hold on to the past Aaron. But how many Christians have the present
Melchizedek? Very few. We need to be occupied with the present Melchizedek.
Melchizedek is not a High Priest for the purpose of offering sacrifices to God for
our sins but for ministering the processed God as grace into us. Now sin is over
and grace is here. Sin has gone and the enjoyment of God has come. It is no longer
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a matter of offering sacrifices for sin but of ministering bread and wine for our
enjoyment. This is the priesthood in the book of Hebrews.

While so many Christians still stay with Aaron [in Leviticus], we need to be
recovered back to Genesis 14....Between [Genesis and Hebrews] is a bridge—
Psalm 110. Psalm 110 is the bridge that brings us from Genesis 14 to the book of
Hebrews, passing over the book of Leviticus. (Life-study of Hebrews, p. 364)

As the Forerunner, the Lord Jesus is now within the veil, in the Holy of Holies
in heaven. His purifying of sins is typified by the work of Aaron, whereas His
sitting down on the right hand of the Majesty on high (Heb. 1:3) is according to
the order of Melchizedek (Psa. 110:1, 4). His work on the cross on earth, typified
by the work of Aaron, affords us forgiveness of sins. His ministry on the throne in
heaven ministers to us the overcoming of sin. His cross delivered us out of Egypt;
His throne brings us into Canaan. We participated in His work on the cross. Now
we need to press on to enter into the enjoyment of His ministry on the throne. We
need to enter into the full participation in His priesthood according to the order of
Melchizedek. If we do this, we will have a complete overcoming of sin, and sin will
be absolutely under our feet. We will be in the Holy of Holies, having nothing to
do with sin but continually enjoying grace.

The book of Hebrews reveals that although Christ completed His redemptive
work, He is very active as our High Priest, ministering Himself into us as the
processed bread and wine for our daily supply.

In His work in His heavenly ministry, Christ is also our High Priest, according
to the order of Melchizedek, interceding for us (Heb. 5:10; 7:24-26). The order
of Melchizedek is higher than the order of Aaron. The order of Aaron was for the
priesthood only in humanity, whereas the order of Melchizedek is for the priesthood
both in humanity and divinity. As such a High Priest He ministers to us whatever
we need, dispensing the processed Triune God into us as our supply to fulfill God’s
eternal purpose. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 3794, 825)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msgs. 372-374
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<« WEEK 5 —DAY 4 »

Morning Nourishment

Heb. 1:3 ...[The Son], having made purification of sins, sat down on the right
hand of the Majesty on high.

4:16 Let us therefore come forward with boldness to the throne of grace that we
may receive mercy and find grace for timely help.

The holy priests are those who are separated to go to God to represent
God’s people, whereas the kingly priests come from God to care for us, just as
Melchizedek came from God to meet Abraham to minister bread and wine to him
(Gen. 14:17-18). On the one hand, we are the holy priests, always going to God to
represent the people, and on the other hand, we come from God to the people to
represent God. We may apply this in a practical way. Before we go out to preach
the gospel, we should go to God in prayer, praying day and night, representing the
sinners before God. At this time we are the holy priests. Then, when we go to the
sinners to proclaim the gospel to them, representing God to minister grace and
life, we are royal priests. (A General Sketch of the New Testament in the Light of
Christ and the Church, Part 3: Hebrews through Jude, p. 331)

Today’s Reading

We need to see this kind of priestly ministry in the practical church life. There
are many service groups in the church life today. These service groups should not
only be considered as a kind of Levitical service. All the service groups must also
be the priesthood. A service group should not be just for its service. The brothers
and sisters in every service group must constantly minister the riches of God in
Christ to people. You need to minister God to the people in your service group.
Eventually, your whole group will become a priesthood ministering God from one
member to another. Take the example of the cleaning and arranging group. The
main task of this service group is not simply to clean the hall, arrange the chairs,
and keep everything in order. That is a help, but that is not the priesthood. The
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real priesthood comes into being when you minister God to people as you clean
the hall and arrange the chairs.

As we minister God into people, they will eventually have His expression.
Christ ministers God into His believers until there is in them the expression of
God. As we have seen, the expression of God is glory. In the Bible, the glory of God
is God’s expression. When God is expressed, we have glory. But how can God be
expressed? By Christ as the High Priest ministering God into us continually. (Life-
study of Hebrews, p. 147)

Many Christians, forgetting the initial things and concentrating on what
was added later, neglect the kingly priesthood and concentrate on the Aaronic
priesthood. The Aaronic priesthood solves the problem of sin, whereas the kingly
priesthood fulfills God’s eternal purpose. The Aaronic priesthood took away sin,
and the kingly priesthood brought in God as our grace. (The Conclusion of the
New Testament, p. 3774)

The holy priesthood in 1 Peter 2:5 offers spiritual sacrifices to God, whereas
the kingly priesthood in verse 9 tells out the virtues of God. The holy priests offer
something to God for the sake of the people, whereas the royal priests declare the
things of God to people. We are the holy priests and the kingly priests, going and
coming in two directions.

In the past we may not have had the thought that we are not only holy priests
but also kingly priests coming from God, representing Him, to minister Christ to
others. Many times | have had the realization that we are the kingly priests, those
coming from God to others. We are here representing God, declaring something
of God to people, declaring His excellency, His grace, His life, and His divine
nature to others. The church is this kind of priesthood. The church is composed of
those who are regenerated, purified in their soul, nourished and growing up, and
built together as a living house to contain God, to be indwelt by God, to serve Him
as the holy priests, and to minister Him to people as the royal, kingly priests. (A
General Sketch of the New Testament in the Light of Christ and the Church, Part 3:
Hebrews through Jude, pp. 331-332)

Further Reading: Life-study of Hebrews, msgs. 13-14, 32
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<« WEEK 5 — DAY 5 »

Morning Nourishment

1 Pet. 2:5 You yourselves also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual
house into a holy priesthood to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to
God through Jesus Christ.

Heb. 13:15 Through Him then let us offer up a sacrifice of praise continually to
God, that is, the fruit of lips confessing His name.

The spiritual sacrifices that the believers offer in the New Testament age according
to God’s economy are: (1) Christ as the reality of all the sacrifices of the Old Testament
types, such as the burnt offering, meal offering, peace offering, sin offering, and
trespass offering (Lev. 1—5); (2) the sinners saved by our gospel preaching, offered as
members of Christ (Rom. 15:16); and (3) our body, our praises, and the things that we
do for God (Rom. 12:1; Heb. 13:15-16; Phil. 4:18). (1 Pet. 2:5, footnote 8)

Today’s Reading

To take Christ as our burnt offering, we need to experience what Christ
experienced. Offering Christ as our burnt offering is not effective unless we have had
some experience of His experience as the burnt offering. We can offer Christ as the
burnt offering only to the extent to which we have experienced Him as this offering.

A person does not need any experience of Christ in order to offer Him to God as
the sin offering and as the trespass offering. A sinner may hear the gospel, repent, and
say, “O God, have mercy on me! I take the Lord Jesus as my Savior.” A sinner who
prays like this will be forgiven immediately, for he is not required to experience Christ.
The repentant sinner simply takes Christ as his sin offering and trespass offering.
The situation is absolutely different with the burnt offering. We can take Christ as the
burnt offering only to the extent to which we have experienced Him in His experience.

If we would offer Christ to God as the burnt offering, we need to experience
Christ in His experiences, and then, according to our experiences of Christ, offer
to God the Christ whom we have experienced. (Life-study of Leviticus, pp. 72, 74)
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God accepts no work that is not a sacrifice, that is not wholly offered up to
Him. The question is not: “What have I done?” Rather, the question is: “Has what
I have done been done as an offering to God? Has it passed out of my hands into
His?” If what we have done has not passed over to the other side, it is not priestly
ministry, and it is outside the realm of the church’s vocation. If what we have done
has not passed over to the other side, then we have not passed over to the other
side either, because the offerer goes with the offering. If our offering ascends to
God, we will ascend with it. (CWWN, vol. 46, p. 1205)

[Hebrews 13:15] presents a profound thought. When we bear the reproach of
Jesus and suffer on His behalf, we often groan and do not offer any praise to God.
Yet the writer of the book of Hebrews tells us that when we pass through reproach
and suffering, we should continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God.

Verse 15 is a continuation of verses 8 through 14. Since in the church life we
enjoy the unchanging Christ as grace and follow Him outside religion, we should
offer through Him spiritual sacrifices to God. First, in the church we should offer
up through Him a sacrifice of praise to God continually. In the church He sings in
us hymns of praise unto God the Father (2:12). In the church we too should praise
God the Father through Him. Eventually, in the church He and we, we and He,
praise the Father together in the mingled spirit. Christ as the life-giving Spirit,
praises the Father in our spirit, and we, by our spirit, praise the Father in His
Spirit. This is the best and highest sacrifice that we can offer to God through Him.
This is greatly needed in the church meetings.

Through the Christ whom we have experienced and enjoyed, we need to offer
the sacrifice of praise to God continually. The real praise in the meetings must be
constituted of our experiences of Christ. (The Conclusion of the New Testament,
pp. 3843-3844)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1969, vol. 1, “How to Meet,” chs. 13, 15
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« WEEK S5 — DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

1 Pet. 2:9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people
acquired for a possession, so that you may tell out the virtues of Him who
has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.

Acts 26:18 To open their eyes, to turn them from darkness to light and from the
authority of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an
inheritance among those who have been sanctified by faith in Me.

[In 1 Peter 2:9] race, priesthood, nation, and people are all collective
nouns, referring to the believers corporately. As a race, the believers have
been chosen; as a priesthood, a body of priests, we are royal, kingly; as
a nation, we are holy; as a people, we are God’s possession, a possession
particularly acquired and owned by God as His treasure. The chosen race
denotes our lineage from God; the royal priesthood, our service to God; the
holy nation, our community for God; and the people for a possession, our
preciousness to God. This is all in the corporate sense. Hence, we need to be
built together. (Life-study of 1 Peter, p. 156)

Today’s Reading

We are such a race, priesthood, nation, and people so that we may tell out the
virtues of Him who has called us out of darkness into His marvelous light. The
Greek word rendered “tell out” [in 1 Peter 2:9] also means “proclaim abroad.”
First we must be born anew and grow in life and then be built up and serve
corporately. Now we need to proclaim abroad, to tell out. To serve corporately is
to satisfy God by offering up Christ as spiritual sacrifices; to proclaim abroad is
to benefit others by showing forth the virtues of the One who has called us out of
darkness into His marvelous light.
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The virtues in verse 9 are excellencies, excellent and glorious virtues (2 Pet. 1:3).
These refer to what God is and has, and the marvelous light of God consummates in His
glory. To and by His virtue and glory God has called us.

The virtues here are excellent attributes, acts, and behavior. God has many
virtues. For example, He is merciful. To be merciful is a virtue. God is also loving.
He even loves sinners. This love is another of God’s virtues. All the excellent
divine attributes are the virtues of God. We need to tell out, to proclaim abroad,
these excellent virtues.

In his writings Peter emphasizes the matter of virtue more than Paul does.
Peter says in 2 Peter 1:3 that we have been called by the virtue and the glory of
God. He says not only that we have been called to God’s glory and virtue; he says
that we have been called by His glory and virtue.

When the Lord Jesus was on earth, Peter and the other disciples saw His
virtues. At least once, on the Mount of Transfiguration, they saw the Lord’s glory.
Seeing Christ’s virtues was a daily occurrence. Whatever the Lord did was an
excellent act full of virtue. Christ’s excellencies are great in number. Every day the
Lord Jesus manifested His virtues, and Peter saw this. Later, Peter wrote that we
have been called by the Lord’s virtue and glory. This indicates that Peter himself
had been attracted by the virtue and glory of the Lord. Furthermore, he was called
to this virtue and glory. Therefore, he is one with the Lord in virtue and in glory.

The apostles proclaimed the virtues of the Lord. They preached them, they taught
them, and they announced them. Whatever the apostles preached and taught was a telling
out of the virtues they had seen and enjoyed. It was a proclaiming abroad of the virtues in
which they had participated. This is what it means to tell out God’s excellencies. Today we
need to follow the apostles to tell out the excellent virtues of the Lord.

We should proclaim abroad the virtues of the One who has called us out of
darkness into His marvelous light [1 Pet. 2:9]. Darkness is the expression and
sphere of Satan in death. Light is the expression and sphere of God in life. God has
called us, delivered us, out of Satan’s death-realm of darkness into His life-realm
of light (Acts 26:18; Col. 1:13). (Life-study of 1 Peter, pp. 156-158)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 Peter, msg. 18; CWWL, 1966, vol. 1, “The
Priesthood,” ch. 5, CWWN, vol. 48, ch. 16, “Praising”
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WEEK 5 — HYMN

Hymns, #1209

1

Praise God for tidings glad—
We're at the throne of grace;

Our gospel’s not so low,

We're in the highest place.

We’re meeting here around the throne,
Enjoying God with all His own.

2

Start in the outer court,

But aim to get inside;

The Holy Place is good,

But do not there abide.

Leave sin behind—it’s put away;
We're in the veil with God to stay.
3

To rise from earth to heav'n,

A deeper turn we need;

To be where Christ is now

Upon the throne indeed.

We're gathered at the throne of grace,
Beholding Jesus face to face.

4

We’'re being turned as one,

Not individually;

Not private Christians now,

But Body Christians we.

As members here in one accord,
We are the Body of the Lord.

5

As Body Christians now

We have a higher word.
Foundation’s word we see,

"Tis altar, cross, and blood.
Perfection’s word is little known,
"Tis fellowship around the throne.
6

Christ is objective too,

But subjective are we

In our experience;

Our spirit is the key.

God, throne, and holiest—we see
Our spirit now contains all three.
7

Leviticus is past,

And Aaron’s work is o’er;
Melchisedek is here,

High Priest forevermore;

His ministry is now so fine:

He comes to feed us bread and wine.
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