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2015 Winter Training
Crystallization-Study of Exodus (3)

BANNERS

@ The Ark of acacia wood overlaid with gold
signifies the pneumatic Christ as the embodiment of God
and as the mingling of divinity with humanity, the building of God with man,

dwelling in our spirit for us to contact God and enjoy God.

2 The anointing is the moving and working
of the indwelling compound Spirit to apply all the ingredients
of the processed Triune God and His activities into our inner being

so that we may be fully mingled with Him for His corporate expression.

@ Christ's interceding life, His prayer life, is the center
of the divine administration and of the execution of His government on earth;
the executing of God's administration is motivated

by the prayers offered to Him from the incense altar.

@ When we are one with the Lord at the incense altar,
interceding for the Lord's interests and
praying for the formation of an army to fight for God's move on earth,

our prayer is a fragrant incense to God.
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2015 Winter Training

Crystallization-Study of Exodus (3)
Message One
The Ark of the Testimony
EM Hymns: 817, 612
Scripture Reading: Exo. 25:10-16
Outline
Day 1

The Ark typifies Christ as the embodiment of God (Col.
2:9); it also signifies Christ as the presence of the Triune
God with His people for the carrying out of His economy
to establish His kingdom on earth:

A. The first item of the furniture of the tabernacle is the Ark of
the Testimony, indicating that if we do not have Christ as
the embodiment of God, we cannot have the enlargement of
Christ, which is the church, His Body—EXxo. 25:21-22; 38:21.

B. The Ark contained the tablets of the law as the testimony of God,
the expression and revelation of who God is—25:16; 31:18.

C. The Ark in the Holy of Holies signifies the center of God’s
dwelling place, the church—Eph. 2:21-22.

D. The Ark signifies the contents of the church as the house of God—
1 Tim. 3:15-16; cf. 1 Sam. 4:22; Rev. 3:20.

Day 2

2015 Winter Training - Message 1 Outline - Page 1
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Il. The Ark of acacia wood overlaid with gold signifies the

pneumatic Christ as the embodiment of God and as the mingling
of divinity with humanity, the building of God with man,
dwelling in our spirit for us to contact God and enjoy God—2
Tim. 4:22; 2 Cor. 3:17; Col. 2:9; Heb. 9:4:

. Acacia wood signifies Christ’s humanity, strong in character

and high in standard, as the basic substance for expressing
God—Exo. 25:10; Matt. 3:16; 4:4; 8:20; 9:12-13; 11:29; 12:19-
20; 17:27; 20:28; 27:12, 14; Mark 1:35; 6:39-40; John 6:12; 7:6;
cf. Acts 16:7.

. Pure gold signifies Christ’s eternal and unchanging divinity—Exo. 25:11.
. The acacia wood being overlaid with gold both inside and outside

signifies the divine nature penetrating the human nature and
resting on the human nature so that it may be expressed through
the human nature—v. 11; Rev. 3:18a; 2 Pet. 1:4; cf. Rev. 17:4.

. The size of the Ark signifies that it is a testimony—Exo. 25:10; cf.

Gen. 6:15-16.

. The rim of gold around the Ark signifies the glory of the divine

nature as the divine keeping power and holding strength—EXxo.
25:11; Heb. 1:3a; Phil. 1:20; 1 Pet. 4:14.

Day 3

. The four rings of gold and the two poles on the sides of the Ark

signify the move on earth of Christ as God’s testimony—Acts 8:1:

A. The casting of the four rings of gold signifies that the eternal life-

giving Spirit with the divine nature of Christ becomes the linking
factor and power through the experience of the cross—Exo. 25:12:

2015 Winter Training - Message 1 Outline - Page 2
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. The number four signifies the four corners of the earth to reach all men—Rev.

7:1:5:6, 9.

. Two rings on each side signify testimony and coordination—cf. Luke 10:1.

. The two poles for carrying the Ark signify the move of Christ as

God'’s testimony—Exo. 25:13-15:

. The poles being made of acacia wood overlaid with gold signify that Christ’s

human nature is the strength for His move as God’s testimony and that His
divine nature is the expression of His move—1 Thes. 2:9; 2 Cor. 2:15; 1 Tim. 2:2.

. The poles being put into the golden rings for carrying the Ark signify that the

move of Christ is by men bearing God’s testimony in their bodies in the uniting
power of the divine nature—Phil. 1:20-21:

. We must be careful to use the proper means to bear God’s testimony today—1

Sam. 6:7-8; 2 Sam. 6:3-7.

. The proper way to bear the Ark is have a direct connection with the Lord Jesus,

without any distance between us and Him—Acts 1:8; 2 Cor. 4:10-12.

. The two poles staying in the rings of the Ark signify our readiness for the move

of Christ as God’s testimony—Matt. 4:18-22; Rev. 14:4; cf. Luke 17:32.

Day 4

.“After the second veil, a tabernacle, which is called the

Holy of Holies, having...the Ark of the Covenant covered
about everywhere with gold, in which were the golden
pot that had the manna and Aaron’s rod that budded and
the tablets of the covenant”—Heb. 9:3-4:

2015 Winter Training - Message 1 Outline - Page 3
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. The hidden manna is the portion of Christ that we enjoy in

the presence of God when there is no distance between us and
Him; when there is no distance between us and the Lord, we
enjoy Christ in the most intimate and hidden way; this is the
enjoyment of the hidden manna, the hidden portion of Christ—
EXxo. 16:31-36:

. To overcome the condition of the church in Pergamos is to separate ourselves

from the general practice of today’s Christianity and to remain in the presence of
God ministering directly to Him, not to anything else; here we enjoy something
of Christ that all those who are far off from His presence cannot taste—Rev. 2:17.

. If we want to enjoy the hidden manna, there must be no distance between us

and God; all the distance between us and the Lord must be eliminated.

. When we are ministering to the Lord and enjoying Him as the hidden manna,

we have direct fellowship with Him and know His heart and His intention;
it is in the presence of the Lord that we can be charged with Him, with His
intention, and with all He wants us to do.

. When we are ministering to the Lord, we will have God’s commitment because we are

in His presence, realizing that there is no distance between us and God—Ezek. 44:15-18.

Day 5

. The budding rod signifies that Christ, the resurrected One,

should be our life, our living, and the resurrection life within
us and that this life should bud, blossom, and bear fruit to
maturity—Num. 17:8:

. After the children of Israel rebelled, as recorded in Numbers 16, God

commanded the twelve leaders to take twelve rods according to the twelve
tribes of Israel and put them in the Tent of the Testimony before the Ark; then
He said, “The rod of the man whom I choose shall bud”—17:5.

2015 Winter Training - Message 1 Outline - Page 4
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. All twelve rods were leafless, rootless, dry, and dead; whichever one budded

was the one chosen by God; here we see that resurrection is the basis of God’s
selection and that the basis of service is something apart from our natural life;
thus, the budding rod signifies our experience of Christ in His resurrection as
our acceptance by God for authority in the God-given ministry.

. The principle to every service lies in the budding rod; God returned the eleven

rods to the leaders but kept Aaron’s rod inside the Ark as an eternal memorial;
this means that resurrection is an eternal principle in our service to God—wv.
9-10:

. Resurrection means that everything is of God and not of us; it means that God

alone is able and that we are not able.

. Resurrection means that everything is done by God, not by ourselves; all those

who know resurrection have given up hope in themselves; they know that they
cannot make it.

. As long as the natural strength remains, the power of resurrection has no

ground for manifestation; as long as Sarah could conceive a child, Isaac would
not come—Gen. 18:10-15; 21:1-3, 6-7.

. What we can do belongs to the natural realm, and what is impossible for us to do

belongs to the realm of resurrection; a man must come to the end of himself before
he will be convinced of his utter uselessness—Matt. 19:26; Mark 10:27; Luke 18:27.

. If a man has never realized his own inability, he can never experience God’s

ability; resurrection means that we cannot make it and that God is the One who
has done everything—2 Cor. 1:8-9; 4:7.

Day 6

. The tablets of the covenant, which are the tablets of the law,

signify the law of the divine life, which is the spontaneous power,
automatic function, innate ability, and divine capacity of the
divine life—Jer. 31:33; Heb. 8:10; cf. Rom. 8:10, 6, 11; 10:12-13:
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. The law, this divine capacity, of life can do everything in us for the carrying out

of God’s economy:

. According to this capacity, we can know God, live God, and be constituted

with God in His life and nature so that we may become His increase, His
enlargement, to be His fullness for His eternal expression—Eph. 1:22-23;
3:19-21.

. Furthermore, the capacity of the inner law of life constitutes us to be the

members of the Body of Christ with all kinds of functions—4:11, 16.

. While the divine life grows in us, the law of life functions to shape us, to

conform us, to the image of Christ as the firstborn Son of God—Rom. 8:2, 29:

. The law of life does not mainly regulate us from doing wrong; it regulates the

shape of life.

. The law of life does not primarily function in the negative sense of telling us

what not to do; rather, while life grows, the law of life functions in the positive
sense of shaping us, that is, conforming us, to the image of Christ.

. Through the function of the law of life, we all will become the mature sons of

God, and God will have His universal expression—Heb. 6:1a.
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<« WEEK1—DAY1 »

Morning Nourishment

Exo. 25:22 And there | will meet with you, and I will speak with you from above
the expiation cover, from between the two cherubim which are upon the Ark
of the Testimony, of everything which I will give you in commandment to
the children of Israel.

38:21 This is the sum of the things for the tabernacle, the Tabernacle of the
Testimony, as they were counted according to the commandment of Moses...

Exodus 25:10 says, “And they shall make an ark of acacia wood.” According
to verse 22, this ark was called “the Ark of the Testimony.” In the book of Exodus
the testimony refers to the law. God regarded the law decreed through Moses on
Mount Sinai as His testimony.

The law was given that we might have a portrait, a description, of God and thereby
understand what He is. For this reason, God considers the law as His testimony. As a
testimony of God, the law is a type of Christ. Christ is the living portrait of God, His
living definition and description. Therefore, Christ is the real testimony of God. Just
as Christ is the testimony of God, so the church is the testimony of Christ. The church
is a portrait, a picture, of Christ and is therefore the testimony of Christ.

Furthermore, the tabernacle is called the Tabernacle of the Testimony (38:21),
because the testimony is in the Ark, and the Ark is in the tabernacle. (Life-study of
Exodus, pp. 983-984)

Today’s Reading

The Ark of the Testimony was the first item of the furniture of the tabernacle. The
tabernacle had a number of important furnishings: the altar and the laver in the outer
court; the showbread table, the lampstand, and the incense altar in the Holy Place;
and the Ark in the Holy of Holies, the inmost chamber of the tabernacle....As the first

2015 Winter Training - Message 1 Morning Revival - Page 1



WrF_E=FARMNRA, CLAEKREL; K12
T RMNRE, CREEZNEL,

AR AR B MEA, AL RAY LIEeBRE I,
ABRAAMG BRI G, AP —8 TR, #EARLE A
EABEE, KRB _FHATH, WRGEH, FAHAIK
WEALATRZd, &RIMNA “BARLE” —&, AR
BRAPEL, BAWEKLGAELER, AN EEE
EB XML, MBALAG, LB ZAPeME, ey
. EEBRAPE NIE, A NIEAIEPTT £ 8,

WAEGYAE A WIEZ R FB G F & (H=A21) o =&
MR BRARRRAET FRGEF R, 2&KMNFplee
AEREF S, B, BREZXZHALKRRORANL
R, THARRGPO, CAKRGFTOE, FHEL
RAEAPEAT O S, AIEAKRE, 2R AT
REE, HRELEFHL, EFHELWAIERI
A ETR RS AR EEREZ S (=21 ~22) .

ML E MR —FB 2—0 N (RAT=15 ~
16) o #Ae4afT BAY WIEGY BAKE AL, BB AL,
A AEAP AR e K B2 B 28R,

MKE&BH, BRLMAREAEFERL, ML L
Lk, AEBERAZR. RIr@il, B4 LMEEHL
2k, AWt XEZHEHRRTH Y,
BEHTT G VISMEAT 25, HARAE— 25,

EMEZRABE, WLAFLEEZINABRGLE
S, SrEEHRA - LY, EaSHERELE
YRR, VEAP e BEARE I, - BaRALABNS
W, HAEABHLGF—., BABAESZLEEH
AP ER BEARE I (B3R ARIRAGIESE, ——W—
EF—WAER) »

g BEAAGEZ, FATEE,

O hAFRFIIIG-FlIRERERMES-E21

item, [the Ark] occupied the place of preeminence. We know from Exodus 40:2 and 3
that it was in the tabernacle, and from 40:20 and 21, that it was in the Holy of Holies.

As a type of Christ, the Ark typifies Christ as the embodiment of God’s
testimony. Christ is the embodiment of God....All that God is, is embodied in
Christ. Colossians 2:9 says that the fullness of the Godhead dwells in Christ
bodily. Our use of the word embodiment is based on this verse. Because God is
embodied in Christ, He is portrayed, defined, and explained by Christ. Christ is
God’s definition, His explanation. As God’s testimony, Christ is typified by the Ark
of the Testimony.

The Ark of the Testimony is the center of the Tabernacle of Testimony (Exo.
38:21)....Although our heart is not located at the exact center of our body, we nonetheless
regard it as being in the center. Likewise, because the Holy of Holies is in the inmost
part of the tabernacle, it is the center of the tabernacle. It is the focus of the tabernacle
and signifies the center of God’s dwelling place. God dwelt in the tabernacle but not in
the outer court or in the Holy Place. He dwelt in the Holy of Holies. The Ark in the Holy
of Holies signifies the center of God’s dwelling place, the church (Eph. 2:21-22).

The Ark also signifies the contents of the church as the house of God (1 Tim.
3:15-16). Just as the Ark as the embodiment of God’s testimony was the content of
the tabernacle, so Christ as the embodiment of God is the content of the church.

Inwardly the church must have Christ as the content in reality and not merely
in terminology. Outwardly the church must be on the proper ground, the ground
of oneness. This ground is also the ground of locality. Any ground other than the
ground of locality is not the ground of oneness.

If we would be the church, we must comply with both the outward prerequisite
and the inward prerequisite. The outward prerequisite is the ground of oneness,
and the inward prerequisite is Christ as the contents, as the embodiment of God’s
testimony....The church is the Body of Christ with Christ as life and everything.
The content of the church is Christ as the embodiment of God’s testimony. (Life-
study of Exodus, pp. 984-988)

Further Reading: Life-study of Exodus, msg. 84

2015 Winter Training - Message 1 Morning Revival - Page 2



=
23

S
T
S

L=

h =& 10 ~ 11 “4ef1 & fl 2 X RME—44E, K

\

¥, R, H—HF, hEieie 2ot
Olte, WEAR LT

YHrRETNZ RSN, TREARNEFEAEY, 8BFEAREL
IEREBUAN, BB, frEE25. EEOAMRT
m%ﬁﬁhﬁ%%ﬁm%\gﬁfﬁogﬁém%A
M R A AY WA 89 B AR & L,

EABEEAARAN, HMOBAWEERE, AHT
AW R, 7 —A B AL F—Iek, FHAERA
FEX EAEH, RAG AT R AR A AP IR a9 KA AL R

EBOARRRERN, ks S, B EAKRA—

AN S B RR, ARE F &4 B ZEREREY (3%
E\‘Pai‘ﬂ"}j—«;, "‘"mﬁ-é""w/\ \) o

EREE

AREHfEI e 2R, LEIEEABOAREIZE
ERE R REERAANE I, 0T,
L2 s BRI Fe AR R 2 A,

(% A+ 2T+ —F8) the R LK oG4
P, R B TRALES IR, B2ERRE
KL, B, €FRIEKZRAE A,

EB R A FIH A FE—B A oA X 69
rifio AL RN, BRMT AR A A, 288

2%, ABERAMIXRAALIKEZ; AHEZEROL S
BT AR 6 29 4R PT TR R 89 6

—O—aAFE=ERFIIG-F1RE BN

i
#tE

E=-%31

<« WEEK 1— DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

Exo. 25:10-11 And they shall make an ark of acacia wood: two and a half cubits
shall be its length; and one and a half cubits, its width; and one and a half
cubits, its height. And you shall overlay it with pure gold; inside and outside
you shall overlay it; and you shall make a rim of gold upon it all around.

The Ark was not made of gold. It was made of acacia wood, which signifies
Christ’s humanity, strong in character and high in standard. Christ’'s humanity
is the basic element, the basic substance, for Him to be God'’s testimony. Christ
became the embodiment of God’s testimony in His humanity.

Christ was a genuine human being. He was born of a human mother, He partook
of human blood and flesh, He had a human name—Jesus—and He lived on earth as
a man. His humanity was the basic substance for Him to be God’s testimony.

Christ’s humanity was strong in character and high in standard. No other
person in history has had a humanity as strong in character and high in standard
as that of the Lord Jesus. (Life-study of Exodus, p. 988)

Today’s Reading

The acacia wood used to make the Ark also signifies that Christ’s humanity
is the basic substance for expressing God. In order to be God’s testimony, His
expression, Christ needed a humanity with a strong character and a high standard.

[In Exodus 25:11] pure gold signifies Christ’s divinity. Other metals may rust
or decay, but the substance of gold does not change. Hence, it signifies God who is
eternally unchanging.

Christ is one person with two natures, a human nature and a divine nature.
Because He is man as well as God, He can rightly be called a God-man....According
to the Bible, for eternity Christ will be both God and man. He is typified by the Ark
made of acacia wood overlaid with pure gold.
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The acacia wood was overlaid with gold both inside and outside. This signifies the
divine nature mingled with the human nature—God and man becoming one. This also
signifies that the divine nature penetrates the human nature and also rests on the human
nature so that it may be expressed through the human nature. If only the outside of the
Ark had been overlaid with gold, this would have signified joining instead of mingling.
Mingling is signified by the fact that the acacia wood was overlaid with gold both inside
and outside. The acacia wood was between two layers of gold. This is mingling.

Exodus 25:10 tells us the size of the Ark: “Two and a half cubits shall be its
length; and one and a half cubits, its width; and one and a half cubits, its height.
” Notice that these measurements are all halves of complete units. Two and a half
cubits, the length, is half of five cubits; and one and a half cubits, both the width
and the height, is half of three cubits. The numbers five and three are numbers
of God’s building (Gen. 6:15-16)....A half implies that another half is needed for
a full testimony....The fact that two and a half cubits is half of five, and one and a
half cubits is half of three indicates that the Ark is a testimony. The halves imply
another half, and these halves put together make up the testimony.

Exodus 25:11 says, “And you shall make a rim of gold upon it all around.” The
rim of the Ark was the border in the form of a wreath as a crown....This rim of
gold signifies the glory of the divine nature. Christ as God’s embodiment expresses
God by showing forth His glory. The glory of God is upon Christ as a border, a
rim. This rim which is upon Christ is the glory of God, the effulgence of His glory,
which expresses God. Furthermore, the glory of the divine nature as a rim signifies
the divine keeping power and holding strength.

When we as a living testimony of Christ live Him out, there will be a rim of
glory upon us. Others will sense that there is something wonderful and glorious
with us. This rim of glory will keep us and hold us....Actually what keeps us and
holds us is the very Christ whom we live out day by day. (Life-study of Exodus, pp.
989-993)

Further Reading: Life-study of Exodus, msg. 84
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<« WEEK 1— DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

Exo. 25:12-14 And you shall cast four rings of gold for it, and put them on its
four feet; and two rings shall be on one side of it, and two rings on the other
side of it. And you shall make poles of acacia wood and overlay them with
gold. And you shall put the poles into the rings on the sides of the Ark to
carry the Ark with them.

The Ark typifies Christ as the embodiment of God’s testimony. Far from being
stationary, this testimony should be able to move. The book of Acts is a record of
the acts, or the move, of Christ,...a description of the [four] rings and the [two]
poles, that is,...an account of the move on earth of Christ as God’s testimony.

Four rings of gold signify that the divine nature of Christ is the linking factor
and power....A gold ring signifies the Spirit with whom we have been sealed.
Because a ring has no beginning or ending, it signifies the eternal Spirit. These
rings made of gold, the divine nature of Christ, signify the linking factor and
power. Without the rings, there would have been no way to hold the Ark. There
would have been no link, no connection. The life-giving eternal Spirit signified by
the rings is the linking factor and power. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 997-998)

Today’s Reading

Exodus 25:12 says that the rings were cast. They were not made of beaten
work. The casting of the rings signifies that the eternal life-giving Spirit becomes
the linking power through the experience of the cross. Being cast signifies tests
which come through suffering. The more we experience the cross, the more the
life-giving eternal Spirit will be cast to become the golden rings. Then we shall
have strong rings for the move of God'’s testimony.

The number four according to the Bible signifies the four corners of the earth
to reach all men (Rev. 7:1). According to Revelation 5:6 the seven Spirits of God
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are “sent forth into all the earth.” Christ as the embodiment of God’s testimony
must reach all men.

According to Exodus 25:12, there were to be two rings on one side of the Ark and two on its
second side. Two rings on each side signifies a testimony in every aspect (Rev. 11:3). The two
rings on each side imply coordination. There were two persons at each end to carry the Ark.

When the Lord Jesus was on earth, He sent out His disciples two by two...to
bear His testimony for His move on earth. The principle is the same with the
Ark and its move. There were two rings, two sides, two poles, and probably two
persons in front and in back. This signifies testimony and coordination....The two
poles for carrying the Ark signify the move of Christ as God’s testimony.

The poles, like the Ark itself, were made of acacia wood,...[signifying] that
Christ’s human nature is the strength for His move as God’s testimony.

The poles were put into the golden rings for carrying the Ark [Exo. 25:15]. This
signifies that the move of Christ is by men bearing God’s testimony in their bodies
in the uniting power of Christ’s divine nature....This indicates that the witnesses,
those who bear the Ark of the Testimony, must be one with the Ark.

We must be careful to use only the proper means to carry the Lord’s testimony
today....The proper way is to have a direct connection with the Lord Jesus. We
must bear Christ upon our shoulders. This means that there should not be any
distance between us and Him. If we would bear Him as God’s testimony, we
should be one with Him.

According to 25:15, the poles were to stay in the rings of the Ark and not depart
from it. This signifies our readiness for the move of Christ as God’s testimony. We
must always be ready for the testimony of God to move. We should have the rings
and the poles, and the poles should be in the rings. For a period of time, we may stay
where we are. At some point the Lord may move us to another city, perhaps even to
another country. We should always be ready to go, to move, with the Lord’s testimony.
(Life-study of Exodus, pp. 998-999, 1001-1002, 1004-1006)

Further Reading: Life-study of Exodus, msg. 85
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<« WEEK 1—DAY 4 >»

Morning Nourishment

Heb. 9:3-4 And after the second veil, a tabernacle, which is called the Holy of
Holies, having a golden altar and the Ark of the Covenant covered about
everywhere with gold, in which were the golden pot that had the manna and
Aaron’s rod that budded and the tablets of the covenant.

Rev. 2:17 ...To him who overcomes, to him I will give of the hidden manna...

Where is God? He is in the Holy of Holies, in the innermost chamber of the
tabernacle....If you are a priest, you may be in the Holy Place and be closer to God
than the Levites who are serving in the outer court. Nevertheless, although you
may be a priest ministering in the Holy Place, you are not yet in the Holy of Holies.
Thus, there is still a distance between you and God. If you want to enjoy the hidden
manna, there must be no distance between you and God. All the distance between
you and the Lord must be eliminated. (Life-study of Hebrews, p. 666)

Today’s Reading

[Today] nearly all Christians are ministering to something other than God, not
to God Himself. They go to the mission field, preach the gospel, win souls, and teach
the Bible. There are many such works, works which are for God, but which are other
than God Himself. All those engaged in such work have the right to enjoy the open
Christ, the open manna. But there is still the top portion of Christ which is kept in
the presence of God, reserved especially for those who do not serve anything other
than God Himself.

There is a special portion of Christ kept in the presence of God for
the dear ones who overcome the situation of the church in Pergamos. To
overcome the condition of the church in Pergamos is to separate yourself
from the general practice of today’s Christianity and to remain in the
presence of God ministering directly to Him, not to anything else. Here
we have the enjoyment of the hidden manna, the special portion of Christ.

2015 Winter Training - Message 1 Morning Revival - Page 7



— 5 X ERMAEX LB A AT E
AT EZEH,
BAVEABARRELZIIGF LR, ARALIIZTE
B, BREABINETFFTEER, £ZPTRIEHILG.
BAT. BA. ERBHNEZN, JLFEXAAA
EE, RESEEZZHAE, & AEAMNTITHEIR,
HEEXHEE, FAHAFZERGDNR, [2HR49D
MR 2? HAY KM GAPZ 8, XK/ — &8 [Fe,
AV A & AT BT F A9 AR B

H SR &M AT ARRREL T, 2RMN5 £
Z B BRAE—HBESH, MEFTHE THG—2ERF,
R, AL EFEIFFL, FARTo#EE A
fE, HAN5 TR FL, K IFITHAE FE LR
£, o BMEEZNMEH— SIS, AMNARRFE.
KA T T AR, IR FTIERGDA, AL
BIaR A9 — 5

(& A9 D5 N TR & —F, 55 ETAE
TR ER . I AEEZE R G T, 3HANTF GG,
LoDl e T @AT, AIFILEREEZT, AR T IZB M
Lk, AL, A EUR LML T @, REGD
WG NTFF AR — Y, R EHH AR
N TF 0 e R 1) N AR R TF AL, TR 69 " R 2P & £ ]
0, - RMEMMBHGELEHR, LARFTTAF
LR, EANTFFEE, R, KN LRBIER L
B, BAMERERENES (FlakhEedins,
LHBEELUAT)

ik AfakbAEbdire, FEHRENTE: F
EBRIRAF RAYR

, RPNA T &Y

i
e

O AFERFIIIG-F1IRERMES-5E81

Here we enjoy something of Christ which all those who are far off from His
presence cannot taste.

Consider the service around the tabernacle in the Old Testament. The Levites
served in the outer court, and the priests served in the outer court and in the Holy
Place where they arranged the showbread, trimmed the lamp, and burned the
incense. But when the high priest entered into the Holy of Holies, there was hardly
any work to do. Here, in the Holy of Holies, the high priest ministered directly in
the presence of God. Here, in the Holy of Holies, the ministering one enjoys the
hidden manna. What is the hidden manna? It is that portion of Christ which we
enjoy in the presence of God when there is no distance between us and Him.

Many times...we realized that we were not very close to the Lord. Yet, although
there was a distance between us and the Lord, we still enjoyed something of
Him. Nevertheless, we had the sense that our enjoyment of the Lord was not that
sweet. At other times we were somewhat closer to the Lord and sensed that our
enjoyment of Him was sweeter....When there is no distance between us and the
Lord, we enjoy Christ in the most intimate and hidden way. This is the enjoyment
of the hidden manna, the hidden portion of Christ.

The hidden manna is the same as the open manna but in a different situation.
When the manna is in the open air, it is the open manna. When it is in the
presence of the Lord, concealed under several layers, it becomes the hidden
manna. In nature, function, and every other aspect, the hidden manna is the
same as the open manna....[The] difference [is] in position. The open manna is
open to the public and the hidden manna is closed....If we go along with worldly
Christianity, we may only enjoy the open manna, the open Christ. However, we
shall be unable to enjoy the hidden Christ because He is always hidden in God.
(Life-study of Hebrews, pp. 670-672)

Further Reading: Life-study of Hebrews, msgs. 59-60; CWWN, vol. 11,
“Ministering to the House or to God?”
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« WEEK 1—DAY S5 »

Morning Nourishment

Num. 17:8 And on the next day Moses went into the Tent of the Testimony, and
there was the rod of Aaron for the house of Levi: it had budded; it even put
forth buds and produced blossoms and bore ripe almonds.

10 Then Jehovah said to Moses, Put back the rod of Aaron before the
Testimony to be kept as a sign against the rebels, so that you may put an end
to their murmurings against Me, and they not die.

A rod is a piece of dead wood that has not only been cut but is also dried up.
Yet such a dead and dried-up piece of wood budded! A bud is something organic,
something of life. The budding rod of Aaron typifies not a dead Christ but the
resurrected Christ, the budding Christ, who not only buds but also blossoms and
bears fruit to maturity. Such a Christ imparts life to others (John 12:24; 1 Pet. 1:3).
Today He is still budding, and we are the fruit, the almonds, of His budding. (Num.
17:8, footnote 1)

Today’s Reading

God commanded the twelve leaders to take twelve rods according to the twelve
tribes of Israel, and put them in the tent of meeting before the Ark. Then He said,
“And the rod of the man whom | choose shall bud” (Num. 17:5)....[A rod] is a
branch that has been stripped of its leaves and roots. It once was living but now
has become dead. It once derived its sap from the tree, being able to blossom and
bear fruit, but now has become dead. All twelve rods were leafless, rootless, dry,
and dead. Whichever one budded was the one that was chosen by God. Here we
see that resurrection is the basis of God’s selection. It is also the basis of authority.

Resurrection is everything that is not out of our natural life, not out of
ourselves, and not based on our ability. Resurrection speaks of the things that are
beyond us, which we cannot do in ourselves....If a man has never realized his own
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inability, he can never experience God’s ability....Resurrection means that God has
given us something that we did not have in ourselves....Resurrection means that
you cannot make it and that God is the One who has done everything.

The principle to every service lies in the budding rod. God returned all the
eleven rods to the leaders, but kept Aaron’s rod inside the Ark as an eternal
memorial. This means that resurrection is an eternal principle in our service to
God. A servant of the Lord is one who has died and resurrected. God testifies again
and again to His people that authority to serve God lies in resurrection, not in a
person himself. All services to the Lord must pass through death and resurrection
before they will be acceptable to God. Resurrection means that everything is
of God and not of us. It means that God alone is able and that we are not able.
Resurrection means that everything is done by God, not by ourselves. All those
who think highly of themselves and who hold a misguided judgment of themselves
have never realized what resurrection is. No one should be mistaken to think that
he can do anything by himself. If a man continues to think that he is able, that he
can do something, and that he is useful, he does not know resurrection....All those
who know resurrection have given up hope in themselves; they know that they
cannot make it. As long as the natural strength remains, the power of resurrection
has no ground for manifestation. As long as Sarah could beget a child, Isaac would
not come. What we can do belongs to the natural realm, and what is impossible
for us to do belongs to the realm of resurrection.

God'’s ability is not manifested in His creation but in resurrection. God’s greatest
power is manifested not through creation but through resurrection. When God’s
power is manifested in creation, it does not need to be preceded by death. But when
His power is manifested in resurrection, there is the need for it to be preceded by
death. Every created thing needs no precedence for its creation, but everything in
resurrection has its precedence....A man must come to the end of himself before he
will be convinced of his utter uselessness. (CWWN, vol. 47, pp. 243, 247-250)

Further Reading: CWWN, vol. 47, “Authority and Submission,” ch. 15; Life-
study of Hebrews, msgs. 61-62
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<« WEEK 1—DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

Jer. 31:33 But this is the covenant which I will make with the house of Israel
after those days, declares Jehovah: I will put My law in their inward
parts and write it upon their hearts; and | will be their God, and they will
be My people.

Rom. 8:2 For the law of the Spirit of life has freed me in Christ Jesus from the
law of sin and of death.

The law that has freed us from the law of sin, which is of Satan, who dwells in
the members of our fallen body (Rom. 7:23, 17), is of this Spirit of life. It is this
law, not God nor the Spirit, that works in us to deliver us from the working of the
law of sin in our flesh and to enable us to know God and gain God and thereby live
Him out. This law of the Spirit of life is the spontaneous power of the Spirit of life.
Such a spontaneous law works automatically under the condition that fulfills its
requirements. (Rom. 8:2, footnote 1)

According to its life, the law of the new covenant is the Triune God, and
according to its function, it is the almighty divine capacity. This divine capacity
can do everything in us for the carrying out of God’s economy. According to this
capacity we can know God, live God, and be constituted with God in His life and
nature that we may become His increase, His enlargement, to be His fullness for
His eternal expression (Eph. 1:22-23; 3:19-21). Furthermore, the capacity of the
inner law of life constitutes us the members of the Body of Christ (1 Cor. 12:27;
Eph. 5:30) with all kinds of functions (Rom. 12:4-8; Eph. 4:11, 16). (Jer. 31:33,
footnote 1)

Today’s Reading

As the life of an apple tree grows, its law shapes the form of its life. Thus, when
an apple tree bears fruit, it bears fruit with the proper form, the form of apples.
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The same is true of a peach tree. Hence, the law of life does not regulate us from
doing wrong; it regulates the shape of life.

If a certain life does not grow, the law of that life cannot function. The law
only operates as the life grows. The law of life does not primarily function in the
negative sense of telling us what not to do. No, rather, while life grows the law
of life functions in the positive sense of shaping us, that is, conforming us to the
image of Christ. This is the function of the law of life.

Do not think that the law of life will always correct you. For example, when you
are about to exchange words with your wife, the law of life will not merely restrict
you from arguing with her. The working of the law of life is not as low as we have
thought. Due to our human, natural, religious concept, we have greatly depreciated
the function of the law of life. We all have been sin-centered and sin-conscious,
but we should be neither sin-centered nor sin-conscious. Though we are occupied
with overcoming sin, the world, our ugly flesh, and our bad habits, God would say,
“Forget about these things! Don’t you realize that on the day you were regenerated
you were transferred out of one realm into another? Will you please forget about
the old realm?” Praise God that we have been born of Him! This divine birth has
transferred us into a new realm, a realm in which there is no sin, world, or flesh. In
this realm there is the function of the law of life. Remember that the law of life is not
mainly regulating us; it is mainly shaping us, conforming us to the image of Christ.

Shaping by the law of life is the meaning of the word “conformed” in Romans
8:29. The law of the Spirit of life conforms us to the image of the firstborn Son of
God. As the life grows, the law conforms us to the image of Christ....The positive
working of the law of life...shapes us to His form.

The law of life does not regulate us from sin, because it is not in the realm of
sin; it is in the realm of the divine life where there is no sin, world, flesh, or self. As
life grows, its law works...to shape us, to conform us to the image of the firstborn
Son of God. Eventually, through the function of the law of life, we all shall become
the mature sons of God, and God will have His universal, corporate expression.
(Life-study of Hebrews, pp. 770-772)

Further Reading: Life-study of Hebrews, msgs. 64-65, 69
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WEEK 1 — HYMN

Hymns, #769

1 To the holiest place I'd come,
There within the veil to be;

There to touch the throne of grace,

Let life’s water flow thru me.

2 Now the holiest place of all
Right within my spirit is;
Here the Lord in me abides,
And my spirit joins with His.

3 To my spirit I'd return,

For 'tis here the Lord I'll meet;
0 how marvellous it is!

He’s within, in me complete.

4 Fragrance of the risen Christ
Thru my spirit may be spread;
If in spirit [ will pray

Christ will be exhibited.

5 If in spirit Him I touch,

With His riches filled I'll be;

Life and light and love and grace
As a stream will flow thru me.

6 Touching deeply, richly I

Of Himself experience,

Thus the law of life I touch
And His clear anointing sense.

7 In my spirit deeper still

[ would touch the Lord I love,
Touch Him in His hidden depth
And His hidden manna prove.

8 When the resurrection life

Is made real in pow’r to me,

As the rod with sprouting buds,
[ will then accepted be.

9 Here I find the throne of grace,
Where the living water flows

As ariver full of grace

Into me grace to bestow.

10 Then whene’er we meet to pray,
All our spirits we’ll release;
Mingled will our spirits be,
And we’ll serve the Lord as priests.

11 This the holiest place is too,
Where we all may touch the Lord,
Touch His throne in many ways
Till His grace on us is poured.
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