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LR PTEY 8 & The Church in Ephesus
HER-E”1~ Scripture Reading: Rev. 2:1-7
JL 588 596 JL Hymns: 822
N El Outline
B — Day 1
FRINENITEHREN LA B 4, & 1. With regard to the seven churches, which are represented by
ME L a=1%F: the seven lampstands, we should understand three things:
TENBLRAYSAEEGE L, A. These seven churches were real churches existing at that time.
ZRXEANBAREBLHELERY ., B. These seven churches represent the sevenfold history of the church.

ZXEABLUATAEBALER Y PRARBE  C. The conditions of the churches exist simultaneously in the
H A G o church’s sevenfold history.

AN TRE=F4LKMAENL, #&11%F Il.Revelation 2 and 3 show us what we need to do to return
2EEEZAMEL— AR ETAER to the orthodoxy of the church—what it is that actually
B, AR EZEF, VARAT pleases the Lord, what it is that the Lord condemns, and

L EXT B 2P E 0YiE 54 what the Lord’s actual way is for the church:

— —NMNAZFALEATHHER, LA EELT A If aman really wants to walk in the Lord’s way, he must
X_FE=F. AXBGAoETHEA, F—j—%é}t read Revelation 2 and 3; today the church has problems, so
LIRRMNEHME, ERARIFHFZE L F 5418 Revelation tells us what to do; if you do not seek the way in
B ANFiE EAAE A B, these two chapters, you do not know how to be a Christian.
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B.

1.
to the church in Ephesus—Ilove, life, light, and the
lampstand—2:1-7:

A.

The seven epistles to the seven churches start with the Lord
and end with a call to the overcomers; the overcomers are the
normal and ordinary ones; those who are not abnormal during
the time of abnormality are the overcomers.

. Today men fall, fail, and go downward continually, but the

overcomers are recovered to the will of God and return to the
orthodoxy of the church.

Day 2

There are four main points in the Lord’s epistle

We must not leave the Lord as our first love, and we must do
the first works; “but if not, I am coming to you and will remove
your lampstand out of its place, unless you repent”—vv. 4-5:

The leaving of the first love is the source of and main reason for the
failure of the church throughout the ages.

Colossians tells us that our Christ must have the first place in all things;
He must have the preeminence—1:18b.

To recover the first love is to consider the Lord Jesus as the first in
everything; if we make Christ everything in our life, this means that we
have overcome the loss of the first love—cf. Psa. 73:25.

To overcome the loss of the first love is to be constrained by the love of Christ
not merely to live for the Lord but to live to the Lord—2 Cor. 5:9, 14-15:

To live to the Lord means that we are determined to gain the honor
of being well pleasing to Him by being absolutely under His control,
direction, and governing and that we care uniquely for His aims and goals.
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. To live to the Lord means that we are under the Lord’s direction and

control and that we fulfill His requirements, satisfy His desires, and
complete what He intends.

. The failure of Israel was that they forsook God, the fountain of living

waters (Jer. 2:13), and the degradation of the church is the leaving of the
first love; actually, to leave the first love is just to leave Christ, not taking
Him as the first in everything.

. The first love must be to have God, Christ, the Lord, our Master, as the first One

in everything—in great things as well as in small things; we need to ask the Lord
to forgive us for all the things in which we do not give Him the preeminence.

Day 3

. The “first works” are works that issue from the “first love”—Rev. 2:4-5:

. When we stand before the judgment seat of Christ (2 Cor. 5:10), we will

surely not be praised for the greatness or volume of our work; what the
Lord will investigate is how much of what we do is out of our love to Him.

. Only those works that are motivated by love are the gold, the silver, and

the precious stones (1 Cor. 3:12); when the saints are filled with the first
love for the Lord, everything they do originates from their love for the
Lord and is a “labor of love” (1 Thes. 1:3).

. It is possible that we, like the children of Israel, may worship and serve

God, but we may do it mournfully, not at all happy that we are required
to do these things—Mal. 3:14.

Day 4

. For the Lord to remove the church’s lampstand does not mean that from

now on it has no more outward activities or moves; it merely means that
it can no longer be God’s faithful testimony:

. If we leave the first love to the Lord and do not repent and do the first works, it is

possible that we may still be standing on the ground of locality, but we have lost
the reality and testimony of the Triune God as typified by the golden lampstand.
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. The removal of the lampstand means that before God the church’s position is

lost and that she has lost her testimony, the testimony of Jesus; she has lost her
position and is disqualified from being the church of the Lord’s testimony anymore.

. If we have the first love toward the Lord, we will hate the works

of the Nicolaitans, which the Lord also hates—Rev. 2:4, 6:

. The Greek word for Nicolaitan is composed of two words, one meaning

“conquer” or “be victorious over” and another meaning “common
people,” “secular people,” or “laity.”

. Nicolaitans, then, must refer to a group of people who esteem themselves

higher than the common believers; this was undoubtedly the hierarchy adopted
and established by Catholicism and Protestantism; the Lord hates the works,
the behavior, of these Nicolaitans, and we must hate what the Lord hates.

. In the proper church life there should be neither clergy nor laity; all the

believers should be priests of God (1:6; 5:10; 1 Pet. 2:5, 9); because the
mediatorial class destroys the universal priesthood in God’s economy,
the Lord hates it.

Day 5

. In such a good, orderly, and formal church life like the church

in Ephesus, we need to maintain the eating of Christ as the tree
of life—Rev. 2:7:

. If we give the preeminence to Christ in everything and enjoy Him as the

tree of life every day, we will be marvelous, overcoming Christians, and
the church life will become a paradise to us.

. God'’s original intention was that man should eat of the tree of life (Gen.

2:9, 16); because of the fall, the way to the tree of life was closed to man
(3:22-24); through the redemption of Christ the way by which man
could touch the tree of life, which is God Himself in Christ as life to man,
was opened again (Heb. 10:19-20).
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. But in the church’s degradation, religion crept in with its knowledge to distract

the believers in Christ from eating Him as the tree of life; hence, the Lord
promised to grant the overcomers to eat of Himself as the tree of life in the
Paradise of God (the New Jerusalem) as a reward; this is an incentive for them
to leave religion with its knowledge and return to the enjoyment of Himself.

. This promise of the Lord restores the church to God’s original intention

according to His economy; what the Lord wants the overcomers to do
Is what the whole church should do in God’s economy; because of the
church’s degradation, the Lord came to call the overcomers to replace
the church in the accomplishing of God’s economy.

Day 6

. Eating the tree of life, that is, enjoying Christ as our life supply, should

be the primary matter in the church life:

. The content of the church life depends on the enjoyment of Christ; the

more we enjoy Him, the richer the content will be, but to enjoy Christ
requires us to love Him with the first love.

. If we leave our first love toward the Lord, we will miss the enjoyment of

Christ and lose the testimony of Jesus; consequently, the lampstand will
be removed from us.

. These three things—loving the Lord, enjoying the Lord, and being the

testimony of the Lord—go together.

. Love is related to life, and life is related to light; love, life, and

light are a trinity:

. If we make Christ the first in everything, we will have the first love; if we

have this love, we have life, and we will enjoy the Lord; if we have life,
this life becomes light to us—John 1:4; Phil. 2:15-16.

. The light of the lampstand, the church, shines forth corporately versus

individualistically in the dark night of the church age—cf. Rev. 2:5b.
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. If we are enjoying Christ as our love, life, and light, we will

keep the testimony of Jesus as the shining of the lampstand in
our locality—cf. 12:17b.

. We need to remember these four words that begin with the

letter I—love, life, light, and lampstand:

. We must give the Lord Jesus the preeminence in every way and in

everything to recover the first love.

. Then we will enjoy Him as the tree of life, and this life right away

becomes the light of life—John 8:12.

. Then we will be shining in our daily life and corporately as the

lampstand; otherwise, the lampstand will be removed from us
individually and from the church corporately.

. If today we take Christ as the first in everything, we will have love, we

will enjoy Him as life, we will shine forth with Him as light, and we will
become the shining lampstand as the testimony of Jesus; this eventually
will become our reward not only in this age but even more in the coming
age; in the thousand-year kingdom we will enjoy Christ as our reward in
the Paradise of God.
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WEEK 2 DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

Rev. 1:4 John to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace to you and
peace from Him who is and who was and who is coming, and from the
seven Spirits who are before His throne.

11 Saying, What you see write in a scroll and send it to the seven
churches...

With regard to the seven churches, which are represented by the seven
lampstands, we should understand three things: [First], these seven churches
were real churches existing at that time. [Second], these seven churches
represented the sevenfold history of the church. [Third], the conditions of the
seven churches exist simultaneously in the church’s sevenfold history.

The original intention of the Lord [in Revelation 1:4 and 11] was to send the
seven epistles to the seven actual churches existing at that time. Although we know
that these seven churches represent the churches throughout the ages,...we must
not think that Christ’s intention was for us to wait until these two thousand years
have passed and the conditions of these seven churches have all become history in
the seven periods of the churches before He returns. Such a thought will only make
man slumber! On the contrary, our Lord often spoke to these churches that He would
be coming again and they must be watchful [Rev. 3:2-3].... So the things of the seven
churches which the Lord spoke of were the actual happenings in those days. There
was already the possibility of His second coming at that time! We must never assume
that the Lord will not come and that we must wait until the fulfillment of such and
such prophecies before He will come....This was the attitude of the evil servant,
whose words were, “My master delays” (Matt. 24:48). (CWWN, vol. 4, pp. 262-263)

Today’s Reading

The reason that our Lord only spoke to these seven churches, to my mind, is because
there was a deeper intention. The churches at that time were not just seven. In the
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province of Asia alone, there were a few more churches. Moreover, those that needed
admonishing, warning, and encouragement were not just these seven churches....His
intention [was] to select churches that would match the conditions of the churches in
the future in order to reveal His will toward them (the churches in the future).

The Lord’s intention was to use these seven churches to reveal the general
state of the church from the time of the apostles to the end of this age...These
seven churches...were but a group representing all the other churches. In addition,
the word seven in this book is a very meaningful number. The meaning of the
word seven is completion. Seven churches indicate one whole church. (CWWN,
vol. 4, p. 263)

Revelation 2 and 3 are God’s dealings with the abnormal conditions of the
churches. The first seven Epistles of Paul deal with the normal behavior of the
church. Later, the church was not normal; therefore, John wrote the last seven
epistles in Revelation. The first seven Epistles contain the truth the church must
know; the last seven epistles show the way the church must take. Today if a man
really wants to walk in the Lord’s way, he must read Revelation 2 and 3. Today the
church has problems; therefore, Revelation tells us what to do. If you do not seek
the way in Revelation, I do not know how you can be a Christian.

These seven epistles start with the Lord and end with the call to the
overcomers. Who are the overcomers? What are the overcomers? Are they
special ones, those who are above the ordinary? In the Bible the meaning of
the overcomers is that they are the normal, ordinary ones. Those who are not
abnormal during the time of abnormality are the overcomers. Most people are
below this level. The overcomers are not above this level, but at this level. God
is calling the overcomers today to rise up and walk according to the normal
pattern in the beginning. The will of God never changes; it is just like a straight
line. Today men fall, fail, and continually go downward; but the overcomers are
recovered anew into the will of God. (CWWN, vol. 47, “The Orthodoxy of the
Church,” pp. 8, 12)

Further Reading: CWWN, vol. 4, p. 262; CWWN, vol. 47, ch. 1
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WEEK 2 DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

2 Cor. 5:14-15 For the love of Christ constrains us because we have judged
this, that One died for all, therefore all died; and He died for all that
those who live may no longer live to themselves but to Him who died
for them and has been raised

Rev. 2:4 But I have one thing against you, that you have left your first love.

If we love someone, we surely want to hear his voice, his word.... [Some] have
Christ in name, but they do not have any personal affection or loving element
within them toward Christ.... They have no element of love toward the Lord
personally.

I must testify that I love the Lord...Whenever [ mention His name, [ am happy.
When we wake up in the morning, the first thing we should do is say, “O Lord
Jesus. O Lord Jesus."...We should say, “O Lord Jesus, I love You. O Lord Jesus, I love
You.” How intimate, how sweet, and how affectionate this is!

Our God, our Christ, our Lord, is not only loving but also very affectionate....God
has “fallen in love” with us, His chosen and redeemed people. If you say, “O Lord
Jesus, I love You,” right away you will fall in love with Him. Quite often I would not
do some things, not merely because they are not right or because I fear God but
because I love Him. (The Overcomers, pp. 30-31)

Today’s Reading

We need to overcome the loss of the first love. The church in Ephesus was a
good church. It was an orderly church and a formal church (Rev. 2:2-3). Surely we
would like such a church, but such an orderly church had left the first love (v. 4).
The Greek word for first is the same as that translated “best” in Luke 15:22. Our
first love toward the Lord must be the best love for Him.
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Many Christians think that the first love is the love with which we loved the
Lord Jesus when we were saved. | would not say that this is wrong, but it is not
adequate. The first love which is the best love is much more than this.

The first love is the love which is God Himself. In the Bible we are told that God
is love (1 John 4:8, 16). In the whole universe, only God is love. The Lord charges
the husbands to love their wives. But it is impossible for the husbands to love
their wives in themselves because we are not love. There is only one person who
is love—God.

God is not only the best but also the first. In the whole universe, God is first.
Genesis 1:1 says, “In the beginning God....” This is the opening of the Bible. God is
the beginning. God is the first. Colossians tells us that our Christ must have the
first place. He must have the preeminence (1:18b). Christ must be the first. What
is it to recover the first love? To recover the first love is to consider the Lord Jesus
as the first in everything. If we make Christ everything in our life, that means we
have overcome the loss of the first love.

We need to consider our situation. Is Christ the first in everything with us?
The first item we have to overcome is the loss of Christ as the first, as the best, as
the real love. The failure of Israel was that they forsook God, the fountain of living
waters, and the degradation of the church is the leaving of the first love. Actually, to
leave the first love is just to leave Christ, not taking Him as the first in everything.

Christ should be first not only in big things but also in small things....We should
give Christ the preeminence in the way that we dress and the way that we style
our hair. When we give Christ the preeminence in everything, this is to recover
the loss of the first love.... The first love must be to have God, Christ, the Lord, our
Master, as the first One in everything.

The enjoyment of the Lord as grace is with those who love Him (Eph. 6:24).
Thus, the first thing we have to overcome is the leaving of the first love. The
leaving of the first love is the source of and main reason for the failure of the
church throughout the ages. (The Overcomers, pp. 31-33)

Further Reading: Life-study of 2 Corinthians, msg. 13; The Secret of God’s
Organic Salvation—"“the Spirit Himself with Our Spirit,” ch. 6
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WEEK 2 DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

Rev. 2:2 | know your works and your labor and your endurance...

4-5 But | have one thing against you, that you have left your first love.
Remember therefore where you have fallen from and repent and do the
first works...

One thing which surprises us is that while the Ephesians were in such a
condition of leaving their first love, they could still have so many activities, so
much zeal, diligence, and forbearance for sufferings...The Lord wants us to ask
ourselves for whom the works are. It is a pity that we would work out of our habit
or out of an intention to retain our fame, rather than out of the prompting of the
Lord’s love! In that day, when we stand before the judgment seat of Christ, we will
surely not be praised for the greatness or volume of our work. His flaming eyes
will not be after those things. What He will investigate is how much of what we
do is out of our love to Him. Only those works that are motivated by love are the
gold, the silver, and the precious stones. No matter how great and numerous are
the other works, and no matter how zealously and diligently one applies himself
to them, they are but the wood, hay, and stubble. They have no use except to be
burned. May all our works be done as if they were done before the judgment seat.
May the degree of the Lord’s judgment on us shine brighter day by day, and may it
expose our intention. (CWWN, vol. 4, pp. 293-294)

Today’s Reading

When the saints are filled with the first love of the Lord, everything they do
originates from their love for the Lord. They have no intention other than this
motive...The Lord’s demand for us to hold on to the first love means that we
should consider His love to be forever fresh. Although it pleases Him for us to
love Him and to taste of His love once, this will not satisfy Him. In the same way
a couple begins their marriage with love, the Lord wants us to continue in this
kind of love. To borrow a human expression, the Lord wants us to have an eternal
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“honeymoon” with Him. The many works, labor, and endurance will not satisfy
Him. Even perfect works, labor, and endurance, unless they are done in His love,
will not be approved by Him either.

“Do the first works” [Rev. 2:5]. This is the result of repentance. Without
repentance there will not be a self-condemning heart. Without a self-condemning
heart, we will remain in oldness and will not be renewed. If there is repentance,
there must not only be the recovery of the first feeling but the doing of the first
works.... To do the first works...must not be merely outward “works,” for the
Ephesians had that already. Neither must it be “labor;,” for the Ephesians had that
also. It is not “endurance” either because they also had this...They had left their
first love...Outwardly speaking, the first works are not much different from the
former works of the Ephesians, but there is a difference in the motivating power
and the goal. The works are the same, but the power that motivates the works
is different. The “first love” is the same work with different motives. The “first
works” are works that issue from the “first love.”...All works that are not done out
of love to the Lord, though they may be as numerous, perfect, and great as that of
the Ephesians, are bound to be condemned.

After we have read the book of Ephesians, we will see the relationship
between “the first love” and “the first works”: “But holding to truth in love, we
may grow up into Him in all things, who is the Head, Christ, out from whom
all the Body, being joined together and being knit together through every joint
of the rich supply and through the operation in the measure of each one part,
causes the growth of the Body unto the building up of itself in love” (4:15-16).
These are the “first works” that parallel the “first love.” The “first works” are
not what man praises or sees. They are works in secret, like the works done
by the “joints.” The works considered precious by the Lord are not those that
are outwardly great or important but those that actually build up the Body of
Christ “in love.” This is the truly effective work. (CWWN, vol. 4, pp. 294-295,

298-299)

Further Reading: CWWN, vol. 4, pp. 262, 289-307
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WEEK 2 DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

Rev. 2:5 Remember therefore where you have fallen from and repent and
do the first works; but if not, I am coming to you and will remove your
lampstand out of its place, unless you repent.

6 But this you have, that you hate the works of the Nicolaitans, which |
also hate.

The church on earth as a testimony for Him...is symbolized by the lampstand,
something that shines in the moral darkness of the world....For the Lord to
remove the church’s lampstand does not mean that from now on it has no more
outward activities or moves. It merely means that it can no longer be God’s
faithful testimony. Although the outward works may still go on, they are not what
the Lord is after. Of course, He desires to have a true, pure, and faithful testimony,
but what He is after is the heart of the church. (CWWN, vol. 4, p. 302)

In the first stage of its history, the church was the expression of Christ, and
Christ was the content of the church. This is the normal condition. However, in
the second stage the church became degraded and lost the reality and presence of
Christ (cf. Rev. 3:20). It became an empty vessel, an outward expression without
the inward reality...Today in His recovery the Lord is working to restore the
normal condition of Christ within the proper church as His expression. (1 Sam.
4:11, footnote 1)

Today’s Reading

The consequence of the church’s degradation is losing the testimony [Rev. 2:5].
To lose the testimony simply means to have the lampstand removed. If we leave
our first love toward the Lord and do not repent, we shall lose the testimony of
the Lord and the lampstand will be removed from us.

The church in Ephesus hated what the Lord hates—the works of the
Nicolaitans [v. 6]. As far as virtues were concerned, this church was good, pure,
right, and normal.
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The works of the Nicolaitans refer to a hierarchy among the saints in which
some set themselves to rule over others...In the church in Ephesus there was not
the doctrine, the teaching, of the Nicolaitans. This was to develop later. But there
were the works and activities of the Nicolaitans, that is, there was some type of
hierarchy of clergy and laity. The word Nicolaitans is an equivalent of the Greek
word Nikolaitai, the root of which is Nikolaos, composed of two Greek words—
niko and laos. Niko means conquer or above others. Laos means common people,
secular people, or laity. So Nikolaos means conquering the common people,
climbing above the laity. Nicolaitans, then, must refer to a group of people who
esteem themselves higher than the common believers.

God in His economy intended that all His people be priests to serve Him
directly. In Exodus 19:6 God ordained the children of Israel to be “a kingdom
of priests.”...However, because of the worship of the golden calf (Exo. 32:1-6),
they lost the priesthood, and only the tribe of Levi, because of their faithfulness
to God, was chosen to replace the whole nation of Israel as priests to God (Exo.
32:25-29; Deut. 33:8-10). Hence, there was a mediatorial class between God
and the children of Israel. This became a strong system in Judaism. In the New
Testament, God has returned to His original intention according to His economy
in that He has made all believers in Christ priests (Rev. 1:6; 5:10; 1 Pet. 2:5, 9).
But at the end of the initial church, even in the first century, the Nicolaitans
intervened as the mediatorial class to spoil God’s economy. According to church
history, this became a system adopted by the Roman Catholic Church and was
also retained by the Protestant churches. Today in the Roman Catholic Church
there is the priestly system, in the state churches there is the clerical system,
and in the independent churches there is the pastoral system. All these are a
mediatorial class, spoiling the universal priesthood of all believers...But in the
proper church life there should be neither clergy nor laity; all believers should
be the priests of God. Because the mediatorial class destroys the universal
priesthood in God’s economy, the Lord hates it. (Life-study of Revelation, pp.
120,117-118)

Further Reading: Life-study of Revelation, msg. 10
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WEEK 2 DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

Rev. 2:7 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the
churches. To him who overcomes, to him | will give to eat of the tree of
life, which is in the Paradise of God.

Gen. 2:9 ...0ut of the ground Jehovah God caused to grow every tree that
Is pleasant to the sight and good for food, as well as the tree of life in
the middle of the garden and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

God’s original intention was that man should eat of the tree of life (Gen. 2:9,
16). Because of the fall, the way to the tree of life was closed to man (Gen. 3:22-24).
Through the redemption of Christ, the way by which man could touch the tree of
life, which is God Himself in Christ as life to man, was opened again (Heb. 10:19-
20). But in the church’s degradation, religion crept in with its knowledge to distract
the believers in Christ from eating Him as the tree of life. Hence, the Lord promised
to grant the overcomers to eat of Himself as the tree of life in the Paradise of God,
as a reward. This is an incentive for them to leave religion with its knowledge and
return to the enjoyment of Himself. This promise of the Lord restores the church
to God’s original intention according to His economy. What the Lord wants the
overcomers to do is what the whole church should do in God’s economy. Because
of the church’s degradation, the Lord came to call the overcomers to replace the
church in the accomplishing of God’s economy. (Rev. 2:7, footnote 6)

Today’s Reading

In such a good, orderly, and formal church like the church in Ephesus, we
need to first overcome the loss of the first love. The second thing we need is to
maintain the eating of Christ as the tree of life. It is in the epistle to the Ephesians
that the Lord says, “To him who overcomes, to him I will give to eat of the tree of
life, which is in the Paradise of God” (Rev. 2:7).
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The Lord Jesus charged us to overcome the leaving of the first love and
to maintain the eating of Christ as the tree of life. If we give the preeminence
to Christ in everything and enjoy Him as the tree of life every day, we will be
marvelous, overcoming Christians. When we enjoy Christ as the tree of life, we
have the Paradise of God. The tree of life is first seen in Genesis in the garden
of Eden. That garden of Eden was the paradise of God at that time. Today our
paradise is the church life.

[ have been in the church life for sixty years, starting from 1932, so I have
much church-life experience. If you do not give the preeminence to the Lord or
enjoy the Lord, even for a month, the church life may become an unpleasant place
to you. Of course, you might not say this, but deep within you would think that
there is not much good in the church life. Then the church is altogether no longer
a paradise to you. But when you overcome the loss of the first love and maintain
your eating of Christ, your enjoying of the Lord, right away the church life
becomes paradise to you. Thus, our sensation and our attitude toward the church
depend upon our situation. If we give the Lord the preeminence in everything and
enjoy Him as the tree of life throughout the day, right away the church, regardless
of its condition, becomes paradise to us. This is why the Lord says that we have to
eat the tree of life in the Paradise of God.

Of course, the Paradise of God in Revelation 2:7 actually refers to the New
Jerusalem in the thousand-year kingdom. If we enjoy the Lord in this age, we
will be rewarded with the eating of the tree of life, Christ Himself, in the New
Jerusalem as the Paradise of God in the thousand-year kingdom. We need to
continue in the enjoyment of the life supply of Christ in the present church life
so that we can be rewarded with the enjoyment of Christ as the tree of life in
the Paradise of God, the New Jerusalem, in the millennial kingdom. In the New
Jerusalem in its freshness as the Paradise of God, we will participate in full in the
enjoyment of the rich life supply of Christ as the embodiment of the processed
and consummated Triune God. (The Overcomers, pp. 33-35)

Further Reading: The Overcomers, ch. 2

(Fall 2016) Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones - Message 2 Morning Revival - Page 10



G = 9 “HRFeSEAY4E B A AR R K ok, T
UABLA G IR B, WAFtE Rt BT S A LS
Bfeees 7

B2 “ R BARAK A G R, A2t
HRT, BAMSHERT, WL tTHHE
67 Ko

L RN B AL A GRE, RMNKFETEBEMHEE
PaE N, LA GH, A F IR BFAERMNE G
N, ZARGALEEFAENF., BALAEHNARETF
THEE, KMBFTEE, BALEFTWAERRFE,
BEMEEEZTEE, LALLM Z iR, KA
EBF T EARMNGE, LB ENEABFO T, H
HA %k IR NAE; &%, ITEBRBMNHFE, &
I FZTE. UBBRHAIHNIE, ZE S RFIT,

HAVARE A, AR A LR, F T AAE A AT,
R MNAEME, LB ET, (BTEAGiE
?}—_’ ".ﬂ"é".ﬂ—:ﬁ o )

[ERE

BATVL AL B F R L, LR BEASG
B, AHAEALTE, BE B ZHE, (2B =5TF,.)
EHAEGRK, A ERAKR, B, AL A=
m—. WEGEBEALELES, FthH Z. hit
A@ERAGEH. ITE (BL) 8972 AKRG ™
JEANARY, RBIEAZ ARG ERE,

O AREUFERERATEERNIG-F2REBMES-F 111

WEEK 2 DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

Gen. 2:9 And out of the ground Jehovah God caused to grow every tree
that is pleasant to the sight and good for food, as well as the tree of life
in the middle of the garden...

Rev. 22:2 And on this side and on that side of the river was the tree of life,
producing twelve fruits, yielding its fruit each month; and the leaves of
the tree are for the healing of the nations.

When we are back to the beginning with the tree of life, we enjoy Christ as the
life supply. Eating the tree of life, that is, enjoying Christ as our life supply, should
be the primary matter in the church life. The content of the church life depends
upon the enjoyment of Christ. The more we enjoy Him, the richer the content
will be. But to enjoy Christ requires us to love Him with the first love. If we leave
our first love toward the Lord, we shall miss the enjoyment of Christ and lose the
testimony of Jesus; hence, the lampstand will be removed from us. Loving the
Lord, enjoying the Lord, and being the testimony of the Lord go together.

The more we love Him, the more we have the right to eat of Him and to enjoy
Him as the tree of life. Then, as a result of this, the light of His testimony will shine
brightly. (Life-study of Revelation, pp. 127-128)

Today’s Reading

We need to overcome the leaving of the first love, to maintain the eating of
Christ as the tree of life, and to shine forth the divine light as the lampstand (Rew.
2:5b). Love is related to life, and life is related to light. Love, life, and light are a
trinity. If you make Christ the first in everything, you have love. If you have this
love, you have life, and you will enjoy the Lord. If you have life, this life becomes
light to you. The light of the lampstand, the church, shines forth corporately
versus individualistically in the dark night of the church age.
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If we are enjoying Christ as our love, life, and light, we will keep the
testimony of Jesus as the shining of the lampstand in our locality (Rev.
12:17b). We will testify of Christ’s person as God and as man and of Christ’s
human living, crucifixion, resurrection, ascension, descension, and second
appearing. The shining of the light is a testimony. In every aspect of our
daily life, we should be shining forth Christ. This shining is the shining of the
lampstand.

We need to remember these four words that begin with the letter I—love,
life, light, and lampstand. These four | words start with love. We must give
the Lord Jesus the preeminence in every way and in everything to recover the
first love. Then we will enjoy Him as the tree of life, and this life right away
becomes the light of life (John 8:12). Then we will be shining in our daily life
and corporately as the lampstand. Otherwise, the lampstand will be removed
from us individually and from the church corporately. The Lord warned the
church in Ephesus to repent and recover the first love for the enjoyment of
Him. Otherwise, the lampstand would be removed from them. We need love,
life, light, and the lampstand. Then we will be rewarded by the Lord with
what we are and live in Him.

In the Bible, the principle is that our reward is always what we are. What
we are will become our reward. If we love others, our loving others will be a
reward to us. If we honor our parents, our honor to them will be a reward to
us. If we do not live Christ and behave in Christ in the church life, there will
be nothing as a reward to us in the church life. Instead, because we do not
live Christ, we may feel bitter toward the elders and toward all the saints.
If we live Christ and behave in Christ, this living, this behaving, will become
our reward. Then we will be happy in the church life. If today we take Christ
as the first in everything, we will have love, we will enjoy Him as life, we will
shine forth with Him as light, and we will become the shining lampstand as
the testimony of Jesus. This eventually will become our reward not only in
this age but even more in the coming age. In the thousand-year kingdom we
will enjoy Christ as our reward in the Paradise of God. (The Overcomers, pp.
35-36)

Further Reading: The Overcomers, ch. 3
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