—O—NEXFI% 2016 WINTER TRAINING
A& eEahiesd (—) Crystallization-Study of Ezekiel (1)
i Outline
F+—5 Message Eleven
AP E MGG A IR TR A ek B God’s Recovery by Life through His Shepherding
1,*: Qé = w11 ~16, 3~31, #+10, 16, =—  Scripture Reading: Ezek. 34:11-16, 23-31; John 10:10, 16; 21:15-17; 1 Pet. 2:25;
~17, KAT=25, &2, 4, %+=20, BX16~17 5:2, 4; Heb. 13:20; Rev. 7:16-17
J— Day 1
TRAAZF LT @HRBMEFEF—12% 1. Toshepherd is to take all-inclusive, tender care of the
——15~17, t#=—- 28: flock (John 21:15-17; Acts 20:28):
HARIGEF—IniE B—iF = A. Shepherding refers to caring for all the needs of the sheep
(Psa. 23).
Z TR ERE ERAANE SR ENRA. B, All the sheep need to be well provided for and well tended to.
NAENEHZE=TwWE, F3F 8 kEHKA, 1l InEzekiel 34 the Lord Himself comes as the Shepherd to
FHRAME FeMFL—11~317, search for His sheep and seek them out (vv. 11-31; Luke
%+ £3~7, K36, &+ 11, 15:3-7; Matt. 9:36; John 10:11; 21:15-17; Heb. 13:20; 1 Pet.

——15~17, k+=20, AT £3~4 5:3-4):
— IR HE PR EAMNME R BE%LH 82— A The Lord brings us out from among the unbelievers to

%=Zv12~13 L, £H=12~13, Himself (Ezek. 34:12-13a; cf. Eph. 2:12-13).

— R AEE R, XL EREMEHHE B, He brings us to our own land, signifying Christ as the
WA BE—2 =913 T, £2H—12, good land of Canaan (Ezek. 34:13b; cf. Col. 1:12).

= AN gL, .0k ERLE, FF X4 C. He brings us back to the high mountains, signifying the
AH—=m 13 ~ 14, resurrected and ascended Christ (Ezek. 34:13-14).
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. He brings us back to the streams, signifying the living

water of the life-giving Spirit (v. 13; Rev. 22:1; 1 Cor.
12:13; Psa. 36:8).

Day 2

. He feeds His flock by the streams, signifying His feeding

us with His riches (Ezek. 34:13; Rev. 22:1-2a).

. He brings us back to the good and rich pasture, signifying

Christ as our life supply (Ezek. 34:14; Psa. 23:2; John
10:9; cf. 1 Tim. 1:4).

. He causes us to lie down, giving us inward rest (Ezek.

34:15; S.S. 1:7; Matt. 11:28-30).

.He binds up the broken one and strengthens the sick one,

signifying His binding up and healing the brokenhearted and
sick ones (Ezek. 34:16a; Isa. 61:1-2; Luke 4:18-19; Matt. 9:9-13).

. The Lord exercises righteous judgments among us, clearing

away all the unjust things (Ezek. 34:17-22; Col. 3:15).

. Christ is the real David, the real Shepherd, set up as the

one Shepherd to feed us and cause us to be filled and
satisfied (Ezek. 34:23):

. He takes care of us, including all our problems and responsibilities and

every aspect of our living (Psa. 23).

. The issue of the Lord’s caring for us as our Shepherd is that we obey Him

as our King and come under His kingship (Rev. 7:17).

Day 3

. As we experience the Lord’s shepherding and remain under His kingship,

we enjoy His covenant of peace and are no longer subject to spiritual
troubles and disturbances (Ezek. 37:25a).
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. Under His shepherding, all the evil beasts, evil persons, are kept away from

the Lord’s recovered people (34:25b; cf. Acts 20:28-29; Phil. 3:2-3).

. He breaks the bars of all our yokes, including the yokes of sin and the

world, and delivers us from all kinds of slavery (Ezek. 34:27Db).

. He promises that we will not be prey to the enemy and that we will dwell in

peace and safety (vv. 28a, 25b).

. He causes us to become a source of blessing to others so

that they may be supplied with Him as the showers of
blessing and as the planting place of renown (vv. 26-27a,
29; Zech. 10:1; Ezek. 36:35).

. Through the experience of His shepherding, we have God’s

presence; we are His and He is ours in our fellowship with
Him in oneness for the mingling of God and man (34:30-31).

Day 4
Christ is the good Shepherd, the great Shepherd, the

Chief Shepherd, and the Shepherd of our souls (John

10:9-17; Heb. 13:20-21; 1 Pet. 5:4; 2:25):

A. As the good Shepherd, the Lord Jesus came that we might

have life and have it abundantly (John 10:10-11):

1. He laid down His soul-life, His human life, to accomplish redemption for

His sheep that they may share His zoe life, His divine life (vv. 11, 15, 17).

2. He leads His sheep out of the fold into Himself as the pasture, the feeding

place, where they may eat freely of Him and be nourished by Him (v. 9).

3. The Lord has formed the Jewish and Gentile believers into one flock (the

church, the Body of Christ) under His shepherding (v. 16).
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B. God raised up from the dead “our Lord Jesus, the great Shepherd
of the sheep, in the blood of an eternal covenant” (Heb. 13:20):

1. The eternal covenant is to consummate the New Jerusalem by shepherding.

2. The eternal covenant is the covenant of the new testament to gain a flock,
which is the church issuing in the Body of Christ and consummating in the
New Jerusalem.

3. As the great Shepherd, the Lord is making real to us the contents of the
new covenant (8:8-13).

C. As the Chief Shepherd, Christ shepherds His flock through
the elders of the churches (1 Pet. 5:4):

1. Without the elders’ shepherding, the church cannot be built up.

2. The elders’ shepherding should be Christ’s shepherding through them.

D. As the Shepherd of our souls, the pneumatic Christ

oversees our inward condition, caring for the situation of
our inner being (2:25):

1. He shepherds us by caring for the welfare of our soul and by exercising His
oversight over the condition of our inner being.
Day 5

2. Because our soul is very complicated, we need Christ, who is the life-giving
Spirit in our spirit, to shepherd us in our soul in order to take care of our
mind, emotion, and will and our problems, needs, and wounds.

3. As the Shepherd of our souls, the Lord restores our soul and gives rest to
our soul (Psa. 23:3a; Matt. 11:28-30).

IV.John 21, a chapter on shepherding, is the completion
and consummation of the Gospel of John; shepherding
is the key to the Gospel of John:
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A. The Gospel of John is a book on Christ coming to be our
life by cherishing and nourishing us; to cherish people is
to make them happy, pleasant, and comfortable (Matt.
9:10; Luke 7:34), and to nourish people is to feed them
with the all-inclusive Christ (Matt. 24:45-47).

B. After His resurrection, the Lord shepherded Peter and
commissioned him to feed His lambs and shepherd His
sheep; this is to incorporate the apostolic ministry with
Christ’s heavenly ministry to take care of God’s flock, the
church, which issues in the Body of Christ (John 21:15-17):

1. The apostles were commissioned by the ascended Christ to cooperate with
Him to carry out God’s New Testament economy (1 Tim. 1:4; Eph. 1:10).

2. Regarding shepherding, the apostolic ministry cooperates with Christ’s
heavenly ministry, doing on earth what He is doing in the heavens.

V. First Peter 5:2 speaks of shepherding the flock of God

according to God:

A. According to God means that we live God.

B. When we are one with God, we become God and we are
God in our shepherding of others.

Day 6

C. To shepherd according to God is to shepherd according to
God'’s nature, desire, way, and glory, not according to our
preference, interest, purpose, and disposition.

D. To shepherd according to God is to shepherd according to
what God is in His attributes (1 John 1:5; 4:8, 16).

E. In order to shepherd according to God, we need to become
God in life, nature, expression, and function:
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We need to be filled to the brim with the divine life, enjoying the Triune
God as the fountain, the spring, and the river to become a totality of the
divine life, even to become the divine life itself (John 4:14; Col. 3:4).

We need to become God in His attributes of love, light, righteousness, and
holiness (1 John 3:2; 2 Pet. 1:4).

We need to be the reproduction of Christ, the expression of God, so that
in our shepherding we express God, not the self with its disposition and
peculiarities (John 12:24).

We need to become God in His function of shepherding the flock of God
according to what He is and according to His goal in His economy (Psa.
23:6b; Eph. 4:12, 16; Rev. 21:2, 10-11).

VI1.For eternity we will have the experience and enjoyment

of Christ as our eternal Shepherd (7:16-17):

A. As our eternal Shepherd, Christ will lead us into Himself

as the springs of waters of life so that we may enjoy the
eternal dispensing of the Triune God (v. 17a).

B. The waters of life will be supplied, and the water of tears

will be wiped away (v. 17b).

C. Under Christ’s shepherding in eternity, there will be no

tears, no hunger, and no thirst—only enjoyment (vv. 16-17).
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<« WEEK 11 —DAY 1 >

Morning Nourishment

John 21:16 He said to him again a second time, Simon, son of John, do
you love Me? He said to Him, Yes, Lord, You know that I love You. He
said to him, Shepherd My sheep.

Acts 20:28 Take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among whom the
Holy Spirit has placed you as overseers to shepherd the church of God,
which He obtained through His own blood.

When the Lord stayed with His disciples after His resurrection and before His
ascension, in one of His appearings, He commissioned Peter to feed His lambs
and shepherd His sheep in His absence, while He is in the heavens (John 21:15-
17). Shepherding implies feeding, but it includes much more than feeding. To
shepherd is to take all-inclusive tender care of the flock. (Crystallization-study of
the Gospel of John, p. 131)

Today’s Reading

[In John 21] Jesus said to Peter, “Feed My lambs” (v. 15). To feed is to nourish
others with the riches of the inner life. This is a mouth-to-mouth feeding. The
second time, the Lord said to Peter, “Shepherd My sheep” (v. 16). To shepherd
the sheep is to take care of all the needs of the sheep. The third time, the Lord
said to him, “Feed My sheep” (v. 17). At the time the Lord said this to Peter, Peter
had been following the Lord for over three years. After His resurrection, the Lord
charged him especially with this matter of shepherding the sheep. This shows
how important it is to shepherd the sheep. Later, when Peter wrote his first
Epistle, he entreated the elders to shepherd the flock of God (1 Pet. 5:1-2).

Shepherding refers to caring for all of the needs of the sheep, whether the
need is grass, water, or shelter. All the sheep are to be well provided for and well
tended to. (A Timely Trumpeting and the Present Need, pp. 52-53)
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Ezekiel 34:12-13a says, “As a shepherd seeks out his flock on the day when
he is among his sheep which are scattered, so [ will seek out My sheep; and I will
deliver them from all the places where they have been scattered on a day of clouds
and thick darkness. And I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them
from the countries.” Here we see that Ezekiel prophesied that as the Shepherd the
Lord would bring His people, His sheep, out of the nations.

This also has been our experience. When we were fallen as sinners or when
we became backsliders, we were among the nations living like Gentiles. Although
we were living like unbelievers among billions of others on earth, the Lord Jesus
sought us out and brought us out of the nations, out of the unbelievers....Formerly
you were the same as the unbelievers, but one day the Lord Jesus as the Shepherd
sought you and brought you out from among the unbelievers and brought you to
Himself.

In verse 13b the Lord went on to say that He would bring His people back to
their own land....Before we were saved or after we backslid, we were separated
from Christ. But the Lord sought us out and brought us back to Himself and even
into Himself as our good land. Today we are in Christ as the good land. The good
land today is also in the church life.

The Lord promised to bring His people back not only to their own land but
also to the high mountains (vv. 13-14). Since the high mountains signify the
resurrected and ascended Christ, this indicates that the Lord Jesus brings us back
to the experience of the resurrected and ascended Christ.

The Lord also said that He would bring His people back to the rivers (v. 13).
These rivers signify the life-giving Spirit, the living water of the Spirit. From the
mountains, the resurrected and ascended Christ, the living water of the Spirit
flows. The Spirit of life flows forth from Christ in His resurrection and ascension.
After the Lord sought us out and brought us back to Himself, we not only returned
to Christ in the transcendent position of His ascension, but we also began to drink
of the Spirit as the living water. (Life-study of Ezekiel, pp. 176-177)

Further Reading: Life-study of the Psalms, msg. 11; The Fulfillment of the
Tabernacle and the Offerings in the Writings of John, ch. 28
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<« WEEK 11 —DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

Ezek. 34:14-15 | will feed them with good pasture, and their dwelling place
will be upon the mountains of the heights of Israel; there they will lie
down in a good dwelling place, and on rich pasture they will feed upon
the mountains of Israel. I Myself will shepherd My flock, and I will
cause them to lie down, declares the Lord Jehovah.

Ezekiel 34:13 says that the Lord would feed His flock by the rivers. We can
testify that in the local churches we have the sense that the Lord Jesus is feeding
us day by day by the rivers of living water...Something is flowing [in the meetings]
as a river, and we are by the side of the river enjoying the riches of Christ. This is
not something of man; it is something of our Shepherd, who is feeding us by the
rivers. (Life-study of Ezekiel, pp. 177-178)

Today’s Reading

Ezekiel 34:14 goes on to say, “I will feed them with good pasture, and their
dwelling place will be upon the mountains of the heights of Israel; there they
will lie down in a good dwelling place, and on rich pasture they will feed upon
the mountains of Israel.” Here we see that the Lord would bring His people back
not only to the rivers but also to the good and rich pasture. Whereas the rivers
signify the life-giving Spirit, the pasture signifies Christ. By the rivers we have
the rich Christ as our pasture. The rivers are for our drinking, and the pasture is
for our eating. In the meetings of the local churches, we do have the sense that
we are by the rivers and in the pasture, that we are drinking and eating. Praise
the Lord that we are under the care of our Shepherd, drinking by the rivers and
feeding in the pasture!

In verse 15 the Lord, the Shepherd, says, “I Myself will shepherd My flock, and
[ will cause them to lie down.” To lie down means not to work, struggle, and strive.
In the Bible to lie down is to rest...Whenever the Lord feeds us, shepherds us,
and gives us something to drink, He also gives us rest. In the church meetings we
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often have the sense that we are lying down to rest. Outwardly we are sitting, but
inwardly we are lying down to rest.

Ezekiel 34:16a continues, “I will seek the lost one and bring back the one that
was driven away and bind up the broken one and strengthen the sick one.” Here
to strengthen means to heal. As the Shepherd the Lord will bind up that which
was broken and heal that which was sick. How we need the Lord’s binding and
healing!...Praise the Lord that while we are eating, drinking, and resting, we are
under His binding, strengthening, and healing.

Verse 17 says, “And as for you, O My flock, Thus says the Lord Jehovah, I
will judge between one sheep and another, between the rams and the male
goats.”...This indicates that when we have experienced the Lord’s recovery by
life—that is, when we have been brought back to the mountains, the rivers, and
the pasture and have experienced rest and healing—there can be righteous
judgments among us....Actually, only the Lord who shepherds us, supplies us,
and heals us can make such judgments. Only after He gives us the life supply,
binds up our wounds, and heals us can all the unjust things among us be
cleared away.

Verse 23 goes on to say, “And [ will set up over them one Shepherd, My Servant
David, and He will feed them; He will feed them, and He will be their Shepherd.”
David typifies Christ. Christ is the real David, the real Shepherd, feeding us and
causing us to be filled and satisfied....As our Shepherd Christ takes care of us,
including all our problems and responsibilities. He takes care of us not only in
spiritual things but in all things related to our human needs. This means that,
according to Psalm 23, He takes care of us in every aspect of our living. When the
Lord Jesus comes as the Shepherd, He comes also as the King. The issue of the
Lord’s caring for us as our Shepherd is that we obey Him as our King and come
under His kingship. The Lord is our Shepherd to be our King, and He is our King
to be our Shepherd. On the one hand He shepherds us; on the other hand, He
governs us. (Life-study of Ezekiel, pp. 178-181)

Further Reading: The Vital Groups, ch. 7

2016 Winter Training - Message 11 Morning Revival - Page 4



$+—A A=

== \\/ nE#
E/_éuﬁu

=79 26 “ R ALARMAT G ol 6909 B B AR IR,
BALLH R BT LA G TH. 7

30 “HefiNFL L il , KR IRA L ARAT 69 AP 2 544
Ry, il e | LXK, XA
FHMAe iy, 7

BEVAHLER, HFRBFHIAGEUNET 24, -—
HE—B5HY, XEHXRSHAKIE, RETF,
A, XF2t92 (A= 26L) RR58, AE
JERY, AR R ALRY. BRI 0945k, 8 A
XA T, RMNHF AT, BB E R
0 A MaFedt . (UAB/EPAEFIRLE, —Z5<0) o

[EREE

A= t+mE —_+ a9 EF5, “KLH5Hiz
Tty sy, ERENARMLTE, 7 X EEIFEAN, EE
AR ZT, —EBEZR IR EOGT R P REIEG,
RERFAETHE - TEF_TATEE, T2 (B “H
R ) RABHMAT T RAGINEBA, EAELNZTLAE
PRARIR, RRESF, EEKREE, ML E LT,

EUHE=Z+twE—_+LH, T pFEFBHEMNT T
— 098, QIERE SR, KRN MAERMGIA,
B A, FHER . IRKRBTIT T —8iss! AT
Boavw&MEAK, RAZAENAE, T HeEik, -
P LA, TERKMNBELH —meoiit. 285
P, BMNAEHFATREMAZT. EMNARILF A,
FAVARF G T 094G, AR B 4G IAE AL R

TO—ARFEZFINHF-FLLBEBRMES-5651

<« WEEK 11 —DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

Ezek. 34:26 And | will make them and the places around My hill a
blessing, and | will cause the showers to come down in their season;
there will be showers of blessing.

30 Thus they will know that I, Jehovah their God, am with them, and that
they, the house of Israel, are My people, declares the Lord Jehovah.

Certain portions of Ezekiel speak of God’s covenant with Israel...Once a matter
has been covenanted, it is established and secure and it cannot be changed.
Therefore, this covenant of peace [cf. Ezek. 37:26a] is established, secure, and
unchanging. As we experience the Lord’s shepherding and remain under His
kingship, we enjoy His peace and are no longer subject to spiritual troubles and
disturbances. (Life-study of Ezekiel, pp. 181-182)

Today’s Reading

Ezekiel 34:25a says, “And I will make with them a covenant of peace and banish
evil beasts from the land.” Here we are told that, under the Lord’s shepherding, all
the evil beasts will be kept away from the Lord’s recovered people. According to
Paul’s word in Acts 20:29 evil beasts (“fierce wolves”) refer to evil persons who
disturb God'’s people. In the proper church life there are no wolves, only lambs. In
His recovery the Lord causes the evil beasts to cease.

In Ezekiel 34:27 the Lord promised to break all the yokes, including the
yokes of sin and the world. With Him as our Shepherd, we have no yokes and
no bondage. Jesus breaks every fetter! In the local churches we have no yokes.
Instead, we have full liberty and full release....Verse 27 also indicates that the Lord
delivers us from all kinds of slavery. In the church we do not have the sense that
we are under slavery. Rather, we have the sense of liberty. The more we enjoy the
Lord’s shepherding, the more we are liberated from every kind of slavery.
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Verse 28a says, “And they will no longer be prey to the nations.” Here the Lord
promised that those in His recovery would never be a prey to the enemy. This
means that they would never be defeated or captured by the enemy. In the church
life we share the spoil of the Lord’s recovery, of the Lord’s victory. Instead of
struggling to gain the victory, we are simply enjoying the victory of the Lord.

Eventually the Lord promised that all those in His recovery would dwell in
peace and safety. Verse 25b says, “They will dwell securely in the wilderness
and sleep in the woods”; verse 27b says, “They will be secure in their land”; and
verse 28b says, “They will dwell securely, and no one will make them afraid.” This
indicates that we will dwell securely and restfully in Christ, without any fear. In
Christ we have peace.

In verse 26 the Lord promised not only that His people would receive His
blessing but also that He would make them a blessing. If there is the peace which
is the peace of the covenant, the Lord’s blessing will follow. First, we ourselves
will enjoy the Lord’s blessing, and then He will cause us to become a source of
blessing to others so that they may be supplied. In verse 29 the Lord promised to
raise up a planting place of renown, whose fruit would be for the enjoyment of His
recovered people. Once again, this planting place is Christ as the rich food supply.
Whatever needs we may have and whatever difficulties we may face, He will give
us the rich supply.

Verses 30 and 31 conclude, “Thus they will know that I, Jehovah their God, am
with them, and that they, the house of Israel, are My people, declares the Lord
Jehovah. And you are My flock, the flock of My pasture; you are men, and [ am
your God, declares the Lord Jehovah.” Here the Lord promised that He would be
with them, that they would be His people, and that He would be their God. They
have God’s presence, God is among them, and they are before God. This is the
perfect fellowship with God, the fellowship in oneness—the genuine recovery. We
have such a fellowship, such a oneness, for we are one with God, and God is one
with us. This is the recovery of the church life—the real mingling of God and man.
(Life-study of Ezekiel, pp. 182-185)

Further Reading: Life-study of Ezekiel, msg. 16
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<« WEEK 11 —DAY 4 »>

Morning Nourishment

John 10:11 I am the good Shepherd; the good Shepherd lays down His life
for the sheep.

Heb. 13:20 Now the God of peace, He who brought up from the dead our
Lord Jesus, the great Shepherd of the sheep, in the blood of an eternal
covenant.

The Gospel of John tells us not only that the Lord is the life (11:25; 14:6) but
also that the Lord is the good Shepherd who came that we might have life and
have it more abundantly (10:10-11). He Himself is also our pasture for us to
eat freely of Him and be nourished by Him (10:9). (The Organic Aspect of God’s
Salvation, p. 33)

Today’s Reading

The pasture in John 10:9 signifies Christ as the feeding place for the sheep.
When the pasture is not available (for example, in the wintertime or at night),
the sheep must be kept in the fold. When the pasture is ready, there is no further
need for the sheep to remain in the fold. To be kept in the fold is transitional and
temporary. To be in the pasture enjoying its riches is final and permanent. Before
Christ came, the law was a ward, and being under the law was transitional. Now
that Christ has come, all God’s chosen people must come out of the law and come
into Him to enjoy Him as their pasture (Gal. 3:23-25; 4:3-5). This should be final
and permanent. (John 10:9, footnote 2)

As a man, the Lord has the psuche life, the human life, and as God, He has the
zoe life, the divine life. He laid down His soul, His psuche life, His human life, to
accomplish redemption for His sheep (John 10:15, 17-18) that they may share
His zoe life, His divine life (v. 10b), the eternal life (v. 28), by which they can be
formed into one flock under Himself as the one Shepherd. As the good Shepherd,
He feeds His sheep with the divine life in this way and for this purpose. (John
10:11, footnote 1)
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[In Hebrews 13:20] the eternal covenant is the covenant of the new testament
to gain a flock, which is the church issuing in the Body and consummating the
New Jerusalem. The eternal covenant of God is to consummate the New Jerusalem
by the shepherding. God raised up our Lord from the dead to be the great
Shepherd to consummate the New Jerusalem according to God’s eternal covenant.
(Crystallization-study of the Gospel of John, p. 132)

Christ is the great Shepherd through whom God, based upon His redeeming
blood of the eternal covenant, perfects the sheep of God, the churches, in every
good work for the doing of His will, doing in us that which is well pleasing in His
sight (Heb. 13:20-21). Christ is the Chief Shepherd, shepherding His flock through
the elders of the churches (1 Pet. 5:4). All the elders are subordinate shepherds.
Christ as the Head is the Chief Shepherd...When we shepherd, it should be Christ
shepherding through us....All the elders have to learn to shepherd the churches
not by themselves in the old creation but by Christ as the shepherding Chief in
resurrection. (The Vital Groups, pp. 52-53, 52)

Without the elders’ shepherding, the church cannot be built up. All the
believers, regardless of their stage of spiritual growth, need shepherding. Even
a brief word spoken to a saint after a meeting will comfort, encourage, and
strengthen that one. (The Secret of God’s Organic Salvation—“the Spirit Himself
with Our Spirit,” p. 27)

Peter was so impressed with the commission of the Lord [in John 21] that
in his first book he told the believers that they were like sheep being led astray,
but they had now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer (Christ) of their souls
(1 Pet. 2:25). Christ’s shepherding of His flock includes His caring for their
outward things and also their inner being, their souls. He takes care of the things
concerning their souls by overseeing their souls. Christ indwells us to be our life
and everything, but He is also overseeing, observing, the condition and situation
of our inner being. He shepherds us by caring for the welfare of our inner being
and by exercising His oversight over the condition of our soul, our real person.
(Crystallization-study of the Gospel of John, p. 132)

Further Reading: Life-study of John, msg. 22; Life-study of 1 Peter, msg. 21
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« WEEK 11 —DAY 5 »

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 11:28-29 Come to Me all who toil and are burdened, and | will give
you rest. Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for | am meek and
lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.

1 Pet. 5:2 Shepherd the flock of God among you, overseeing not under
compulsion but willingly, according to God; not by seeking gain
through base means but eagerly.

Christ’s shepherding does not mainly take care of our body or our spirit; it
primarily takes care of our soul. However, as the Shepherd and Overseer, Christ
takes care of us from within our spirit. He does not shepherd us or oversee us
from the heavens. Today our Shepherd and Overseer is in our spirit, indwelling
us as the life-giving Spirit. His shepherding and overseeing begin from our
spirit and then spread to every part of our soul. This means that from our spirit
Christ reaches the parts of our soul—the mind, emotion, and will—and takes
care of all our problems, needs, and wounds. How wonderful! (Life-study of 1
Peter, p. 196)

Today’s Reading

John 21 is not merely an appendix but also the completion and consummation
of the Gospel of John, a book on Christ being God coming to be our
life....Eventually, such a book has a conclusion on shepherding. If we do not know
what shepherding is, the entire Gospel of John will be in vain to us. It is only when
we shepherd others that we can know John in an intrinsic way. Shepherding is the
key to the Gospel of John.

Our Christ today is our High Priest...He sympathizes with our weakness
because He was tempted in all respects like us. He is cherishing us in His
humanity. Meanwhile, He is nourishing us in His divinity with all the positive
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aspects of His person revealed in the seven epistles to the seven churches in
Revelation 2 and 3...In His humanity He is cherishing us to make us proper so
that we may be happy, pleasant, and comfortable. In His divinity He is nourishing
us so that we may grow and mature in the divine life to be His overcomers to
accomplish His eternal economy. (The Vital Groups, pp. 60, 109)

John 21 reveals the apostolic ministry in cooperation with Christ’s heavenly
ministry. After Christ ascended to the heavens, He began His heavenly ministry.
In doing this He raised up a group of His followers as His apostles who could
fully cooperate with Him. These apostles were commissioned by the ascended
Christ to cooperate with Him to carry out God’s New Testament economy. What
He was doing in the heavens, the apostles did on earth to carry out His heavenly
ministry. The Lord’s shepherding was firstly in His earthy ministry (Matt.
9:36)....[His] shepherding is secondly in His heavenly ministry (1 Pet. 5:4) to take
care of the church of God, issuing in His Body. When He was on the earth, He
was shepherding. After His resurrection and ascension to the heavens, He is still
shepherding. This is to incorporate the apostolic ministry with Christ’s heavenly
ministry to take care of God’s flock, which is the church that issues in the Body of
Christ. (Crystallization-study of the Gospel of John, pp. 130-131)

In his first Epistle, Peter spoke in 2:25 of Christ being the Shepherd and
Overseer of our soul, our inner being and real person. Then in 5:1-2 he told the
elders that their obligation is to shepherd God’s flock according to God. According
to God means that we must live God. We must have God on hand. We have God
in our understanding, in our theology, and in our teaching, but we may not live
God when we are shepherding people. When we are one with God, we become
God. Then we have God and are God in our shepherding of others. To shepherd
according to God is to shepherd according to what God is in His attributes. God is
love, light, holiness, and righteousness. According to God is at least according to
these four attributes of God. We must shepherd the young ones, the weak ones,
and the backsliding ones according to these four attributes. Then we will be good
shepherds. (The Vital Groups, pp. 60-61)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 Peter, msg. 32; Crystallization-study of the
Gospel of John, msg. 13
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<« WEEK 11 —DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

Rev. 7:16-17 They will not hunger anymore, neither will they thirst anymore,
neither will the sun beat upon them, nor any heat; for the Lamb who is in
the midst of the throne will shepherd them and guide them to springs of
waters of life; and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.

The elders should oversee “willingly, according to God” [1 Pet. 5:2]. To oversee
according to God means according to God’s nature, desire, way, and glory, not
according to man’s preference, interest, and purpose. The elders should not
oversee according to their opinion, concept, or likes or dislikes. Instead, they
should oversee according to God’s choice, desire, intention, and preference. The
elders must oversee the church altogether according to God’s thought, feeling,
will, and choice. They must oversee according to God’s likes and dislikes. (Life-
study of 1 Peter, p. 293)

Today’s Reading

In order to shepherd according to God, we need to become God in life, nature,
expression, and function (John 1:12-13; 3:15; 2 Pet. 1:4). We need to be the
reproduction of Christ, the expression of God, so that in our shepherding we
express God, not the self with its disposition and peculiarities (John 1:18; Heb.
1:3; 2:10; Rom. 8:29). We need to become God in His function of shepherding
the flock according to what He is and according to His goal in His economy (Eph.
4:16; Rev. 21:2). When we are one with God, we become God and are God in our
shepherding of others. (Raising Up the Next Generation for the Church Life, pp.
335-336)

We have to pray and look to the Lord very much that He would show us the
intrinsic significance of John 1 through 16. The first four chapters unveil the
flowing God in His divine processed Trinity. In John 4:14b the Lord said, “The
water that [ will give him will become in him a fountain of water springing up
into eternal life.” God the Father is the fountain emerging in God the Son as a
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spring gushing up to be a river, signifying God the Spirit. The Triune God flows
into eternal life, and the eternal life has its totality. Our human life also has its
totality. A living person is the totality of the human life. The totality of the divine
life is the New Jerusalem, which is the destination of the flowing Triune God.
(Crystallization-study of the Gospel of John, p. 143)

Christ shepherds all His believers and guides them to springs of waters of
life (Rev. 7:17). In eternity future Christ will be our eternal Shepherd guiding us
to springs of waters of life. (The Secret of God’s Organic Salvation—"the Spirit
Himself with Our Spirit,” p. 26)

In eternity Christ will not only be the Lamb, the Husband, the temple, the lamp,
the spring of the water of life, the tree of life, and the Son of Man—He will also
be the Shepherd. In eternity we shall not have problems, but we shall still need
Christ’s shepherding. A good shepherd not only solves the problems of the sheep
but also feeds them. In fact, the most important task of a shepherd is the feeding
of the sheep. Likewise, in the New Jerusalem our Shepherd, Christ, will feed us.

As our Shepherd Christ will lead us to the springs of the waters of life [Rewv.
7:17]. This indicates that He will shepherd us into Himself. He will lead us
into Himself as the spring of the water of life so that we may enjoy the eternal
dispensing of the Triune God, that we may express Him to the fullest extent for
eternity. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 364)

Under the shepherding of Christ, “I will lack nothing” (Psa. 23:1)....In
eternity, we shall drink of many springs and enjoy many different waters. How
good this is!

Tears are a sign of dissatisfaction. Waters of life are for satisfaction. Because
the Lamb will supply them with waters of life for their satisfaction, they will have
no tears of dissatisfaction [Rev. 7:17]. The waters of life shall be supplied, and the
water of tears shall be wiped away. There will be no tears, hunger, or thirst—just
enjoyment. (Life-study of Revelation, p. 261)

Further Reading: The Fulfillment of the Tabernacle and the Offerings in the
Writings of John, pp. 558-560; The Vital Groups, ch. 8
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WEEK 11 — HYMN

Jesus, our wonderful Shepherd
The Church — As God’s Flock 1221
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2. In the divisions He sought us,
Weary and famished for food;
Into the good land He brought us,
Oh, to our spirit how good!

3. Jesus Himself is our pasture,
He is the food that we eat;
We as His sheep are fed richly
Each time, whenever we meet.

4. Dwell we here on a high mountain,
Wet with the morning-fresh dew,
Slaking our thirst at the fountain,
Water so living and new.

5. Christ is our rest and enjoyment,
Here we have nothing to fear;

Here all the sheep dwell securely,
Kept by His presence so dear.
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