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2017 December Semiannual Training
Crystallization-Study of Leviticus
Message 10

Christ as the Peace between God and God’s People
for Their Co-enjoyment in Fellowship
to Have the Vital-group Church Life
and to Consummate in the New Jerusalem
as the Ultimate Peace Offering

Scripture Reading: Lev. 3:1-2; 6:12; 7:37; Phil. 4:5-7, 11-13; John 12:1-3

OUTLINE
Day 1

The issue of enjoying Christ as our burnt offering, our meal
offering, our sin offering, and our trespass offering is the
enjoyment of Christ as the peace offering (Lev. 3:1-2; 6:12; 7:37):

A.We should not try to have peace by our own effort; the more we try in
ourselves to have peace, the less peace we will have; the only way to
have peace is to enjoy Christ every day (Rom. 14:17; 1 Cor. 12:3b; Eph.
3:16-17).

B.Having peace is a measurement to show us to what degree we enjoy
Christ (1:2; cf. Matt. 11:28-30).
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C.We should enjoy Christ today and forget about yesterday and about
tomorrow (6:25, 34; Phil. 3:13-14; Heb. 3:7-8, 13).

Day 2

II. Christ is the peace between God and God’s people for their co-
enjoyment in fellowship (cf. 1 Cor. 1:9):

A.The one who offered the peace offering was to lay his hand on the head of
the offering, signifying the union and identification of the offerer with the
offering; our fellowship with Christ is a matter of identification, a matter
of us becoming Him and of Him becoming us (Lev. 3:2, 8, 13).

B. The peace offering is illustrated in Luke 15:23-24 by the fattened calf as a
peaceful enjoyment between the receiving father, God, and the returning
prodigal son, a sinner.

C. We need to learn the secret of enjoying Christ as our peace offering—the
peace of God, which surpasses every man'’s understanding (Phil. 4:12, 7;
John 16:33):

1. We must learn the secret of how to take Christ as life, how to live Christ, how
to magnify Christ, and how to gain Christ in any environment and in any
matter (Phil. 4:11-13):

a. We need to let our requests be made known to God, talking with Him and
conferring with Him in everything (vv. 5-6; cf. Josh. 9:14; Prov. 3:5-6).

b. “Those who do not know this secret consider to live Christ a difficult thing.
Actually, you just need to practice speaking with the Lord constantly; then
spontaneously, you will live Christ” (The Organic Aspect of God’s Salvation, p.
55) (Phil. 1:19-21a).

c. The result of practicing fellowship with God in prayer is that the peace of
God, God as peace, is infused into us for our enjoyment as the counterpoise to
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troubles and the antidote to anxiety so that Christ as our forbearance can be
known to all men (4:5-7, 9; 1:20; Rom. 8:6; John 16:33):

Day 3

(1) Through our fellowship with God in prayer, we enjoy the Lord as a river of
peace and as a comforting mother (Isa. 66:12-13; cf. Gal. 4:26).

(2) Through our fellowship with God in prayer, we enjoy the Lord as a refuge
from the wind, a covering from the tempest, streams of water in a dry place,
and the shadow of a massive rock in a wasted land (Isa. 32:2).

2.The virtues of Christ for our experience in Philippians 4:5-9 are the
expression of a life that lives Christ as peace (1:19-21a; 2:5-13; 3:8-10):

a. Paul considers forbearance and the lack of anxiety as the first two aspects of
the expression of a life that lives Christ.

b. Anxiety, coming from Satan, is the sum total of human life and disturbs the
believers’ life of living Christ; forbearance, coming from God, is the sum total
of a life that lives Christ; the two are opposites.

3. “Let your forbearance be known to all men. The Lord is near” (4:5):

a. Forbearance is reasonableness, considerateness, and consideration in dealing
with others, without being strict in claiming one’s legal rights; forbearance
means that we are easily satisfied, even with less than our due.

b. According to Christian experience, forbearance is all-inclusive, for it includes
all Christian virtues:

(1) Forbearance includes love, patience, kindness, humility, compassion,
considerateness, and submissiveness, a willingness to yield; if we have such
an all-inclusive virtue, we shall also have righteousness and holiness.
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Day 4

(2) Forbearance also includes self-control, moderation, gentleness,
understanding, sympathy, wisdom, mercy, peacefulness, looking to the Lord,
and even the virtue of admitting that the Lord is sovereign in all things.

c. A forbearing person is one who always fits in, whose behavior is always
suitable (cf. 2 Cor. 6:1a; 10:1; Phil. 1:19; Isa. 11:2).

d. If we are forbearing, we shall have the wisdom and the ability to supply
others with what they need; we shall also have the full knowledge of what to
say to them and when to say it (50:4-5; Col. 1:28).

e. To be forbearing is to consider how others will be affected by what we do or
say (2 Chron. 1:10).

f. As an all-inclusive virtue, forbearance is Christ Himself; since Christ is
forbearance, for Paul to live was forbearance (Phil. 1:21a):

(1) To let our forbearance be known to all men is to let the Christ whom we live
and magnify, whom we take as our pattern and pursue as our goal, be known
to all men.

(2) Only the Lord Jesus lived a life full of forbearance, and only Christ can be our
perfect forbearance today.

(3) To make known our forbearance is to live a life that expresses Christ as the
totality of all human virtues.

Day 5

g. Immediately after speaking about forbearance, Paul says that the Lord is near:

(1) With respect to space, the Lord is near us, ready to help; with regard to time,
the Lord is at hand, coming soon (cf. Rom. 10:8-13).

(2) The Lord’s being near refers primarily to His presence with us (Matt. 1:23).
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4.“In nothing be anxious, but in everything, by prayer and petition with
thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God,
which surpasses every man’s understanding, will guard your hearts and your
thoughts in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:6-7):

a. The words in everything refer to the many different things that happen to us
day by day.

b. Prayer is general, having worship and fellowship as its essence; petition is
special, being for particular needs; both our prayer and our petition should
be accompanied by our giving thanks to the Lord.

c. To God denotes motion toward, in the sense of a living union and
communion, implying fellowship; hence, the sense of to God here is “in the
fellowship with God.”

d. The God of peace patrols before our hearts and thoughts in Christ, keeping us
calm and tranquil; a proper Christian life is a life of calm, tranquility, peace,
and quiet (1 Tim. 2:1-2; Isa. 30:15a); the first aspect of a life that lives Christ
is tranquility—without rivalry, vainglory, murmurings, or reasonings and
without debate, arguing, or fighting with others.

e. Let your forbearance be known is parallel to let your requests be made
known (Phil. 4:5-6):

(1) Our anxiety can be turned into forbearance by bringing every need, every
request, to God, and by conversing with Him; we should just tell Him what we
need; that is, if we have any worry or anxiety, we should just tell Him.

(2) Our letting Him know is our motion toward Him; then His response is
His dispensing, His mingling Himself with us, even before He answers our
request; the practical mingling of divinity with humanity is carried out by the
traffic described in verse 6.
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f. If we would have a life free of anxiety, we need to realize that all our
circumstances, good or bad, have been assigned to us by God in order to serve
us in fulfilling our destiny to gain Christ, live Christ, and magnify Christ (Rom.
8:28-29; Matt. 10:29-30; 2 Cor. 4:16-18).

Day 6

[II. We need to learn the secret of how to have the vital-group
church life as a house of feasting—a feast of Christ as the peace
offering—where He and His lovers can have rest and satisfaction

(John 12:1-3):
A.This church life is produced by the resurrection life (11:43-44).
B. This church life is composed of cleansed sinners (Mark 14:3).
C. This church life is outwardly poor and afflicted (John 12:1; 16:33).

D.This church life is a life of feasting in and with the presence of the Lord
(12:2; Acts 3:20a).

E. This church life has more sisters than brothers (John 12:2-3).

F. In this church life there are the functions of Martha (diligently serving the
Lord), Lazarus (testifying of the resurrection life), and Mary (pouring out
her absolute love on the Lord) (vv. 2-3,9-11).

IV. Our enjoyment of Christ as our peace offering in our daily life
and in the church life consummates in the New Jerusalem as the
ultimate peace offering (Rev. 21:2):

A.Jerusalem means “the foundation of peace.”
B.The New Jerusalem is the Triune God to be our peace, to be our safety.

C. The whole New Jerusalem will be an entity of peace.
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<« WEEK 10 — DAY 1 »
Morning Nourishment

Lev. 3:1-2 And if his offering is a sacrifice of peace offerings, if he presents
it from the herd, whether male or female, he shall present it without
blemish before Jehovah. And he shall lay his hand on the head of his
offering and slaughter it at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting, and
Aaron’s sons the priests shall sprinkle the blood on and around the altar.

The word in Leviticus concerning the offerings was spoken by the Lord in a
little tent, the Tent of Meeting...Through God’s wonderful speaking, that little
Tent of Meeting will gradually issue in the New Jerusalem. Every aspect of this
speaking concerning Christ and our enjoyment of Christ in togetherness with
God will be fulfilled in the New Jerusalem. There in the New Jerusalem we will
surely realize that Christ is our burnt offering, meal offering, peace offering, sin
offering, trespass offering, wave offering, and heave offering. All these offerings
will eventually issue in the New Jerusalem. (Life-study of Leviticus, p. 153)

Today’s Reading

In Leviticus the offerings are in a particular sequence. First we have the burnt
offering and then the meal offering and then the peace offering. The burnt offering
signifies that we must be absolutely for God, and the meal offering indicates
that Christ is our daily food. When we are absolutely for God and live by feeding
on Christ, the result is peace. We have peace with God and with one another.
This means that when Christ satisfies us, He becomes the peace between us and
God. Today we are in this peace, which is Christ...Therefore, the burnt offering,
the meal offering, and the peace offering are the basic offerings for us to enjoy
Christ as our peace with God and with one another. This is the significance of the
sequence of these three offerings.

When we get out of Christ, we have no peace. If we are short of peace, we
are short of Christ. The amount of peace we have depends on how much of
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Christ we have. Having peace is a measurement to show us to what degree we
enjoy Christ.

There is no reason for the church people not to have peace. We should not
try to have peace by our own effort. The more we try in ourselves to have peace,
the less peace we will have. The only way to have peace is to enjoy Christ every
day. In the morning we should take Christ as our burnt offering and offer Him
to satisfy God. Then we should take Him as our daily food to meet that day’s
particular need.

We should enjoy Christ today and forget about yesterday and about tomorrow.
Yesterday is gone, and we are not in tomorrow. Since yesterday is gone, none of
us can remain in it. Whether we were a failure or a success yesterday, yesterday
is passed. As Christians we do not have tomorrow; we only have today. Do not
bother about tomorrow—Ilive today! What do we have today? We have Christ.
Christ is today.

The peace offering is illustrated in Luke 15:23 and 24 by the fattened calf as
a peaceful enjoyment between the receiving father, that is, God, and the returned
prodigal son, a sinner. The prodigal son came back in a wretched way, but the father
was loving, and he immediately became the receiving father. After the father received
the prodigal, the fattened calf was slain for their enjoyment. This fattened calf is an
illustration of Christ as our peace offering for our enjoyment with our receiving God.
The father and the returned son had a rich enjoyment of the peace offering.

The peace offering is based upon God’s satisfaction in the burnt offering. The
peace offering which God and we enjoy today is based upon Christ’s being the
burnt offering. This is indicated by Leviticus 3:5 and 6:12. Speaking of the peace
offering, 3:5 says, “Aaron’s sons shall burn it on the altar upon the burnt offering,
which is on the wood that is on the fire; it is an offering by fire, a satisfying
fragrance to Jehovah.” Here we see that the burnt offering is a base for the peace
offering to be received by God. With the burning of the burnt offering as the basis,
God receives the peace offering. (Life-study of Leviticus, pp. 153-155)

Further Reading: Life-study of Leviticus, msgs. 17, 27

2017 December Semiannual Training - Morning Revival of Message 10 - Page 2



1RO B =
BNIE

F=8 “M i FaEHmask L, FT4KRA;
DIR N DR aP A S (R Rl e 2 D A v B

FAEVY 12 “ K Fmil B FIR, oo EAL T £
AL, Rk REG R B, AEF L,
HFhaE—E L, RIFHERIE, 7

R RgAFTmTFESEHRILE, (A1 =2, 8,
13, ) XXMM B HF SHEMGIRLE, L FRN T
B “BkzE” (union) —#, 7Bz H “FFELHAH—"
(identification) . & & #F, KL HF L H5E MK
EHN—To ABERMNYXRZAIRRMEY, 77 25
S —. XIIWIRE R Ty, FRLE—& Lix4E18 KM
SR GENER, KMNE5AFWES LIRS
H—0FE, HMEKRMART AR, MR T KA ALK
BME, EL2XMNEARMEER K. RMNEEAFHX
EAARRBMY, HAEHE—, (FRLAEGEE,
*—/\/\é-’—/\f(_,ﬁo )

[ERE

AN BAEMEZ LW Z A E, hE A 204
. MFLBFIIFMiE, AL ) HE
m, JLEARREE. (13, ) HawF hmiil, &4
FTEFEHEER, BMTRIAA, AT FEERFRME,
EFELE ZAFTPERTFEALNEE, ANBEE
PER, AL MAMI /BN FOER., B
t, EEZAFTZERIMEADAEREBELNTF, LF

T HZMF G, (HEZb B AEGIEE, EAWRH, )
T O—tEXZXFIINL-FI10E RERMES -3 17

<« WEEK 10 — DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

Lev. 3:8 And he shall lay his hand on the head of his offering and slaughter
it before the Tent of Meeting, and Aaron’s sons shall sprinkle its blood
on and around the altar.

Phil. 4:12 I know also how to be abased, and I know how to abound; in
everything and in all things I have learned the secret both to be filled
and to hunger, both to abound and to lack.

The one who offered the peace offering was to lay his hand on the head of the
offering (Lev. 3:2, 8, 13). This signifies the union of the offerer with the offering.
Instead of the word union, perhaps we should use the word identification. Through
the laying on of hands, the offerer is identified with the offering. Our relationship
with Christ is not a matter of replacement; it is a matter of identification. It is even
more than union. Thus the word union cannot fully convey the truth regarding our
fellowship with Christ. Our fellowship with Christ is a matter of identification, a
matter of us becoming Him and of Him becoming us. We and Christ are one. We
become Him and He becomes us...To be replaced by Christ means that we are
removed altogether. Our relationship with Christ is a matter not of replacement
but of being one with Him. (Life-study of Leviticus, pp. 158-159)

Today’s Reading

To do the things spoken of in Philippians 4 requires the divine life. Paul had
learned the secret of being able to do all things in the One who empowered him (v.
12). In verse 4 he exhorts us to rejoice in the Lord always. We may think that it is
easy to rejoice in the Lord. Actually, rejoicing in Him requires the out-resurrection.
In order to rejoice in the Lord we need to be in Him as the One who empowers us.
Thus, even the apparently simple matter of rejoicing in the Lord requires that we
learn the secret. (Life-study of Philippians, p. 490)
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In verse 12 in everything means in each matter; in all things means in all
matters. Together, these two phrases encompass all the things in the course of
human life. Paul learned the secret of experiencing Christ—to experience Him in
everything and in every place. (Phil. 4:12, footnote 3)

Learned the secret here in verse 12 refers to a person’s being initiated into
a secret society with instruction in its rudimentary principles. After Paul was
converted to Christ, he was initiated into Christ and the Body of Christ. He then
learned the secret of how to take Christ as life, how to live Christ, how to magnify
Christ, how to gain Christ, and how to have the church life, all of which things are
rudimentary principles. (Phil. 4:12, footnote 4)

It may seem easy to understand Paul’s word, “Let your requests be made
known to God” [Phil. 4:6]. But we should not...[assume] that we understand it. I
have spent considerable time studying the phrase to God. It may also be rendered
“before God” or “in the presence of God.” The Greek preposition is pros, often
translated “with” (John 1:1; Mark 9:19; 2 Cor. 5:8; 1 Cor. 16:6; 1 John 1:2). It
denotes motion toward, in the sense of a living union and communion, implying
fellowship....This requires that we pray to contact God.

In our prayer to God there must be the essence of worship and fellowship, and
also petitions for particular needs. Even if we do not have specific needs, we still
need a time of prayer day by day to worship the Lord and have fellowship with
Him. As we worship the Lord and have fellowship with Him in prayer, we enjoy
communion with Him and practice the organic union with Him.

The issue, the result, of practicing the organic union with the Lord is that the
peace of God guards our hearts and thoughts in Christ Jesus (Phil. 4:7). The peace
of God is actually God as peace (v. 9), infused into us through our fellowship
with Him by prayer. This peace is the counterpoise of troubles and the antidote
to anxiety (John 16:33)...The poison of anxiety is still within us, but we have an
antidote—the peace of God transfused into our being through our fellowship with
God in prayer. (Life-study of Philippians, pp. 230-231)

Further Reading: Life-study of Philippians, msgs. 27, 56
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<« WEEK 10 — DAY 3 »
Morning Nourishment

Isa. 66:12-13 ...I now am extending to her peace like a river,...and you will
nurse, you will be carried on the hip, and you will be bounced on the
knees. As one whom his mother comforts, so will I comfort you...

32:2 And a man will be like a refuge from the wind and a covering from
the tempest, like streams of water in a dry place, like the shadow of a
massive rock in a wasted land.

On the one hand, Christ will be the King ruling (Isa. 32:1); on the other hand,
He will be a man protecting, covering, supplying, and overshadowing. Under Him
there will be righteousness, protection, and enjoyment. This is a picture of the
millennial kingdom. (Isa. 32:2, footnote 1)

The first aspect of the expression of a life that lives Christ is forbearance.
Philippians 4:5 says, “Let your forbearance be known to all men."...A second aspect
is the absence of anxiety. In a life that lives Christ there will be forbearance, but no
anxiety, no worry. Paul considers forbearance and the lack of anxiety as the first
two aspects of the expression of a life that lives Christ. (Life-study of Philippians, p.
227)

Anxiety, coming from Satan, is the sum total of human life and disturbs the
believers’ life of living Christ; forbearance, coming from God, is the sum total of a
life that lives Christ. The two are opposites. (Phil. 4:6, footnote 1)

Today’s Reading

A life that lives Christ is calm, tranquil, peaceful, and quiet. A life of turmoil, on
the contrary, is a life that lives Satan. Forbearance is the most important element
of a tranquil life. Forbearance is reasonableness and consideration in dealing with
others. To have forbearance is to deal with others without strictness of legal right.
(Life-study of Philippians, p. 227)
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Those who are forbearing can readily agree with and follow others. However, if
we are dissenting persons, we will not be able to forbear with others. As a result,
we will have anxiety (Phil. 4:6). The way to be at peace and be released from
anxiety is to be forbearing with everyone. (CWWL, 1989, vol. 3, “The Experience
and Growth in Life,” p. 84)

Forbearance also includes peacefulness, mildness, and gentleness. If you are
reasonable, considerate, and able to fit in, you will no doubt be gentle, kind, mild,
and peaceful. You will also be meek and moderate, full of compassion for others.
As we pointed out in the previous message, the opposite of forbearance is being
just in a very exacting way. A person who lacks forbearance will be exacting and
demanding of others. But to be forbearing means that we are satisfied with less
than our due. Alford says that the Greek word for forbearance means to not be
strict with respect to legal rights. For example, a certain thing may be ours, but we
do not claim it according to strict, legal right. This is forbearance.

In every chapter of Philippians Christ is revealed. However, in chapter 4 a
particular term—forbearance—is used to denote Christ in our experience. Do
not think that chapter 4 of Philippians is on a lower level than chapters 1, 2, and
3. No, in chapter 4 we have Christ experienced by us and expressed through us
as forbearance. We may say that the central focus of our Christian life is Christ. I
certainly agree with such a statement. But from the standpoint of our practical
Christian experience, the focus of the Christian life is forbearance. Forbearance
is an all-inclusive Christian virtue. It includes love, patience, kindness, humility,
compassion, considerateness, and submissiveness, a willingness to yield. If we
have such an all-inclusive virtue, we shall also have righteousness and holiness.

The Christian life is a life full of forbearance but without anxiety. Only when
we have forbearance can we have a life without anxiety. If our whole being is
filled with forbearance, there will not be any room for anxiety. (Life-study of
Philippians, pp. 504, 503)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1989, vol. 3, “The Experience and Growth in Life,
msgs. 13-15, 28; Life-study of Philippians, msgs. 28, 57-58
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<« WEEK 10 — DAY 4 >
Morning Nourishment

Phil. 4:5 Let your forbearance be known to all men. The Lord is near.

8 Finally, brothers, what things are true, what things are dignified, what
things are righteous, what things are pure, what things are lovely, what
things are well spoken of, if there is any virtue and if any praise, take
account of these things.

In his Word Studies Wuest points out that the Greek word rendered
forbearance not only means satisfied with less than our due, but also means
sweet reasonableness. The word includes self-control, patience, moderation,
kindness, and gentleness. Furthermore, according to Christian experience,
forbearance is all-inclusive, for it includes all Christian virtues. This means that
if we fail to exercise forbearance, we fail to exercise any Christian virtue....If by
the grace of Christ [a brother] is satisfied with less than his due and exercises
forbearance toward his wife, not criticizing her or condemning her, he will
show in his forbearance an all-inclusive Christian virtue. His forbearance will
include patience, humility, self-control, looking to the Lord, and even the virtue
of admitting that the Lord is sovereign in all things. The reason we sometimes
behave in an unseemly manner is that we lack forbearance. Negative attitudes
and unkind words also come from a shortage of forbearance. When we fail to love,
it is because we have no forbearance. Likewise, we may be intolerant because we
lack forbearance....If we do not have forbearance, we shall not have peace...Peace
comes out of forbearance. (Life-study of Philippians, p. 494)

Today’s Reading

The Greek word for forbearance is rendered different ways by different
translations. Some versions translate the Greek word as “yieldingness."...Other
translators point out that the Greek word means “reasonable, considerate,
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suitable, and fitting.” A forbearing person is one who always fits in, one whose
behavior is always suitable.

If we are forbearing, we shall have the wisdom and the ability to supply others
with what they need. We shall also have the full knowledge of what to say to them
and when to say it. For example, a parent who is forbearing will know how and
when to speak to his children...The forbearance we exercise and make known to
others comes from God. (Life-study of Philippians, pp. 503-504, 535)

Philippians 4:5 says, “Let your forbearance be known to all men.” This means
that you should be found in forbearance by all the saints....First, if we would be
forbearing, we must be reasonable and fair. We must do things in a reasonable
and fair way. Second, we have to consider others. To be forbearing is to consider
how others will be affected by what we do or say. We should consider whether or
not our words would damage people. We have to be very considerate in dealing
with others, avoiding strictness....A proper Christian life of living and magnifying
Christ will not dissent with others, will always rejoice, will always forbear, and
will have no anxiety (v. 6). This kind of life enjoys the peace of God (v. 7). (CWWL,
1989, vol. 3, “The Experience and Growth in Life,” p. 79)

If the word forbearance in Philippians 4:5 can be replaced by any other word,
it must be the word Christ. Instead of saying, “Let your forbearance be known,”
we can say, “Let your Christ be known.” This means to let the Christ whom we live
and magnify, whom we take as our pattern and pursue as our goal, be known to
all men.

The virtue of forbearance is all-inclusive. It includes love, kindness, mercy,
reasonableness, the ability to fit in, and many other virtues....Only the Lord Jesus
lived a life full of forbearance, and only Christ can be our perfect forbearance
today. The best word to sum up the totality of Christ’s human virtues is
forbearance. To make known our forbearance is to live a life which expresses
Christ; it is to express the Christ by whom we live. Such a life is Christ Himself as
the totality of all human virtues. This is Christ as our forbearance. (Life-study of
Philippians, pp. 502, 506)

Further Reading: Life-study of Philippians, msgs. 59-62
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<« WEEK 10 — DAY 5 »
Morning Nourishment

Phil. 4:5-7 ...The Lord is near. In nothing be anxious, but in everything,
by prayer and petition with thanksgiving, let your requests be made
known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses every man’s
understanding, will guard your hearts and your thoughts in Christ Jesus.

Col. 3:15 And let the peace of Christ arbitrate in your hearts, to which also
you were called in one Body; and be thankful.

In Philippians 4:5 Paul also says, “The Lord is near.” Many readers of
Philippians take this as a reference to the Lord’s coming...[However], it refers
primarily to the Lord’s presence with us. The Lord is near; He is with us. When we
live Him, taking Him as our pattern and counting all things loss in order to gain
Him, we sense that He is present with us. He is near both in space and in time. In
space, He is close to us, ready to help; in time, He is at hand, coming soon. Since
the Lord is near, what need is there for us to be troubled and stirred up?

When you are striving in rivalry for vainglory or when you are murmuring or
reasoning, you do not have this forbearance. This lack of forbearance proves that
you are not living Christ. In 4:5-9 we see a picture of a life that lives Christ. If we
are living Christ, we should let others know our forbearance. They should see
that we are calm, tranquil, and moderate and that nothing can disturb our inward
calm. (Life-study of Philippians, pp. 228-229)

Today’s Reading

In Philippians 4:6 Paul goes on to say, “In nothing be anxious.” Often when
we hear bad news, we worry and fall into anxiety. Anxiety undermines the living
of Christ. Instead of being anxious, in everything by prayer and petition with
thanksgiving we should make our requests known to God. Then the peace of God
will guard our hearts and thoughts in Christ Jesus (v. 7). The peace of God saves
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us from worry and anxiety.

In verse 6 Paul charges us “in everything, by prayer and petition with
thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God.” The words in everything
refer to the many different things which happen to us day by day. Under the Lord’s
blessing, many positive things happen, and we hear good news. However, we
also experience negative things and hear bad news. Nevertheless, in everything
by prayer and petition with thanksgiving, we should make our requests known
to God. Prayer is general with the essence of worship and fellowship; petition
is special for particular needs. Notice that Paul says “with thanksgiving,” not
“and thanksgiving.” This indicates that both our prayer and petition should be
accompanied by thanksgiving to the Lord.

The Greek word rendered “guard” [in verse 7] may also be rendered “mount
guard over.” The God of peace patrols or stands guard before our hearts and
thoughts in Christ. The heart is the source, and the thoughts are the issue. The
peace of God guards both our hearts and our thoughts. This means that in Christ
Jesus the peace of God patrols as a guard who goes back and forth before our
hearts and our thoughts. The peace of God which patrols within our inner being in
such a way keeps us calm and tranquil. Even though we may have many troubles
and much anxiety, nothing will disturb us.

Toward man we need the forbearance mentioned in verse 5, and with God we
need the fellowship to which Paul refers in verses 6 and 7. As two leading aspects
of the expression of a life that lives Christ, forbearance and fellowship cause us to
remain calm inwardly. In this way we shall become a tranquil people. This does
not mean, however, that nothing negative will happen to us. Rather, it means that
we need not be disturbed by negative things. Do not complain about your living
situation. Live Christ! The first expression of your living of Christ will be forbearance.

A proper Christian life is a life of calm. To live such a life means that we do
not argue with people or fight with them. (Life-study of Philippians, pp. 229-232,
227)

Further Reading: Life-study of Philippians, msg. 27
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<« WEEK 10 — DAY 6 »
Morning Nourishment

John 12:2-3 ...They made Him a supper there; and Martha served, but
Lazarus was one of the ones reclining at table with Him. Then Mary
took a pound of ointment...and anointed the feet of Jesus,...and the
house was filled with the fragrance of the ointment.

20:19 When therefore it was evening on that day, the first day of the
week,...Jesus came and stood in the midst and said to them, Peace be to you.

Where is the peace offering in the Gospel of John? In this Gospel as well as in
other portions of the Bible, the fulfillment of such a thing as the peace offering
needs two steps, the initial step and the consummate step....The initial fulfillment
is in John 12, where there was a feast prepared in the home of Mary, Martha, and
Lazarus. The Lord Jesus was there. Look at the picture. When they were feasting,
that was a miniature of the fulfillment of the peace offering. God was there, in the
form of man, with His chosen people, and they were eating with Him. There was
peace, there was enjoyment, and there was satisfaction. Surely that was the peace
offering. But that was only the initial fulfillment of the peace offering.

The consummate fulfillment of the peace offering was after His resurrection,
after He was offered to God as every kind of offering. After His resurrection He
came back and said to them, “Peace be to you” (20:21). (CWWL, 1982, vol. 1,
“Experiencing Christ as the Offerings for the Church Meetings,” pp. 588-589)

Today’s Reading

At the beginning of the Gospel of John, you have grace. When the Lord Jesus
came, grace came. At the end of the Gospel, peace comes to you...This could be
only because Christ was offered on the cross as all the offerings. First, He became
grace to us, and then in resurrection He became the peace offering to us. When
He met with His disciples after His resurrection, that meeting was a feast, and
that feast was a peace offering. From that time on, even up until today, whenever
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we believers meet together with the resurrected Christ as our peace, we have a
feast...of the peace offering.

When we meet together, we offer Christ as our sin offering, as our trespass
offering, as our burnt offering, and as our meal offering. Eventually, when all the
offerings are added together, we also enjoy the peace offering for our satisfaction
and also for His satisfaction. (CWWL, 1982, vol. 1, “Experiencing Christ as the
Offerings for the Church Meetings,” p. 589)

The title Jerusalem is composed of two Hebrew words— Jeru means
“foundation,” and Salem means “peace.”..Salem refers to peace [cf. Heb. 7:2],
and Jeru refers to something founded, something built, something laid as a
foundation. Thus, Jerusalem means “the foundation of peace.” Jerusalem is
something grounded, founded, and safeguarded in peace...In the New Testament
are two titles—the God of peace (Phil. 4:9; 1 Thes. 5:23) and the peace of God (Phil.
4:7). Both of these titles indicate that God Himself is our peace...Ephesians 2:14
indicates that Christ Himself is our peace. This peace is God into whom we have
been grounded. This is not an outward peace but an inward peace in which we
are safeguarded.

The Lord Jesus told us, “Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not
as the world gives do I give to you” (John 14:27). Our Lord also said in John
16:33, “These things [ have spoken to you that in Me you may have peace. In
the world you have affliction, but take courage; I have overcome the world.”
Since the Lord has given us His peace and left us His peace, today we should
live in His peace. Actually, the Lord Himself is still here as our peace. Jerusalem
is the Triune God to be our peace, to be our safety. The whole New Jerusalem
will be an entity of peace. When we consummate in the New Jerusalem, we
will be in peace, that is, in the Triune God. The New Jerusalem will be solidly
grounded and safeguarded in the Triune God as peace and safety, and we
will enjoy the Triune God as peace forever. (CWWL, 1984, vol. 3, “God’s New
Testament Economy,” pp. 362-363)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1982, vol. 1, “Experiencing Christ as the Offerings for the
Church Meetings,” chs. 12-13; CWWL, 1984, vol. 3, “God’s New Testament Economy,” ch. 27
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Lord, Thou art our peace offering
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2. O what a peace it gives us

Now hear this, enemy—
“Peace by the blood of Jesus!”

= M TFIRTARE, AR This is our victory.
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YL 2 A 2, KBRS And the meal offering too,
We now may offer Jesus
= BRBEMMNE, REMAWE, As our peace offering true.
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mEZE 5, HERNERE, The more we may enjoy Him
@J ST SR, M While feasting corporately.
BIRBE,TRARAL, ZRIEARIF! What fellowship, what fellowship
(HAIBRACE =) With God and man we share!

O what a joy, O what a feast
With all God’s people here.



4. Here God enjoys His portion—
'Tis inward, hidden, sweet—

mOAREBEMETE, ek And all the priestly family
SRR N Ty May he1te the Wave breast ea.t.
TR 1225l did HRE. SR, The offering priest—how precious—
HEIAR AR T, WAL 2Ho May of the best partake:
He gets the right heave shoulder
H MEREMEE, iR A TEEE, And one unleavened cake.
DL & 58 H P, i TR A BB Christ is our peace! Christ is our peace!
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HETRREY, LS S It sets us all above.
What strength to eat the shoulder
Of the ascended One
e And with the cake be nourished

To walk as He has done.

6. With all the cleansed ones feasting,
How rich the Christ we eat!
Oh, this is true communion,

H
[3
=

The only way to meet.
We bring our full thanksgiving

And €’en would make a vow—
We'’re for the Lord’s recovery
As He is for us now.

Composition for prophecy with main point and sub-points:
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