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2017 December Semiannual Training
Crystallization-Study of Leviticus
Message 3

The Continual Burnt Offering—a Living Sacrifice

Scripture Reading: Lev. 1:3-4, 8-9; 6:9, 123, 13; Heb. 12:29; Rom. 12:1

OUTLINE
Day 1

The burnt offering typifies Christ not mainly in His redeeming
man from sin but in His living a life that is absolutely for God
and in His being the life that enables God’s people to have such
a living (Lev. 1:3; John 5:19, 30; 6:38; 7:18; 2 Cor. 5:15; Gal.
2:19-20):

A.In Leviticus the first offering that is mentioned is not the sin offering or
the trespass offering but the burnt offering (1:3):

1. We need Christ first as our burnt offering because our first situation before
God, our first problem related to God, is not a matter of trespasses but of not
being for God:

a. God created us to be His expression and His representation (Gen. 1:26).

b. God created us that we might be for Him; He did not create us for ourselves,
but as fallen human beings, we live for ourselves, not for Him.
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2. The burnt offering means that as those who were created by God for the
purpose of expressing and representing Him, we should be for nothing other
than God (vv. 27-28; cf. Psa. 73:25; Mark 12:30).

3.We need to realize that we are not absolutely for God and that in ourselves
we cannot be absolutely for God, and then we need to take Christ as our burnt
offering (Lev. 1:3-4):

a. Christ as our burnt offering is completely for God, absolutely for God (John
4:34; 5:30; Heb. 10:8-10).

b. Whatever the Lord Jesus was, whatever He spoke, and whatever He did was
absolutely for God (John 6:38; 5:17, 36, 43; 8:28; 10:25; 12:49-50).

Day 2

B.John 7 reveals that Christ was fully qualified to be the burnt offering:

1. As One who lived a restricted life—a life restricted from doing things for the
self—the Lord sought the glory of God for God'’s satisfaction (vv. 3-9, 18).

2.In verses 16 through 18 we see that the Lord Jesus did not seek His own glory
in that He did not speak from Himself; He sought the glory of the One who
sent Him.

3.John 7 reveals that the Lord Jesus was a person restricted by God, that He
was of God, that He was sent by God and came from God, and that He did not
speak His own words but spoke God (v. 18; 12:49-50).

4, When the Lord spoke God’s word, God was expressed through His speaking;
God came forth from Him through His speaking (7:17-18).

5.In John 7 we see that the Lord Jesus is the reality of the burnt offering, for He
lived a life that was restricted by God and wholly for God.
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[I. The Divine Trinity is revealed in the type of the burnt offering
(Lev. 1:3, 8-9):

A.The crucial items revealing the Divine Trinity in verses 3, 8, and 9 are the
burnt offering, the Tent of Meeting, Jehovah, the priest, the fire, and the
water.

B. The burnt offering typifies Christ as the food for God’s satisfaction (v. 3).
Day 3

C. The Tent of Meeting typifies Christ the Son as the place of offering (vv. 1, 3):

1. The offerings were offered at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting; in order for
an offering to be legitimate, it could not be offered anywhere else.

2.In order to offer anything to God, we must take Christ as the ground of our
offering.

D.In Leviticus 1, because Christ the Son is offered to Jehovah, Jehovah refers
to the Father as the Receiver of the offering (v. 3).

E.In verses 8 and 9 the priest who served the offering typifies Christ the Son
as the serving One—our great High Priest and a Priest forever according
to the order of Melchizedek (Heb. 4:14-15; 5:5-6; 7:17).

F. As typified by the burnt offering, the Tent of Meeting, and the priest,
Christ the Son is simultaneously the offering, the place of the offering, and
the One who serves the offering (Lev. 1:3, 8).

G. The fire signifies God as the accepting agent (vv. 8-9):
1. Fire consumes and devours; God accepted the offering by burning it.

2. The fire that burned the burnt offering was God Himself; it was God’s mouth
(Heb. 12:29).

3. The burning of the burnt offering was the divine eating (Num. 28:2).
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H.The water that washed the inward parts and legs of the burnt offering
signifies the Spirit as the washing agent; Christ’s inward parts and His daily
walk were continually being washed by the Holy Spirit to keep Him from
being defiled by His contact with earthly things (Lev. 1:9; John 7:38-39).

I. In Leviticus 1:3, 8, and 9 we see that the entire Divine Trinity is involved
in the burnt offering.

Day 4

[II. Today in our Christian life and church life, there is a need for the
continual burnt offering (vv. 3-4, 8-9; 6:9, 12a, 13):

A.God’s people were required to offer the burnt offering every day, not only
in the morning but also in the evening; on every Sabbath, at the beginning
of every month, and during every festival, special burnt offerings were
required (Num. 28:3—29:40).

B.Due to the requirements regarding the burnt offering, the bronze altar
was specifically called “the altar of burnt offering” (Exo. 30:28; 38:1).

C. The burnt offering was the continual offering, and the fire for the burnt
offering was to burn unceasingly; it had to burn day and night (Lev. 6:9,
12a, 13):

1.“The burnt offering shall be on the hearth on the altar all night until the
morning, and the fire of the altar shall be kept burning on it” (v. 9):

a. “The fire on the altar shall be kept burning on it; it must not go out” (v. 12a).
b. “Fire shall be kept burning on the altar continually; it shall not go out” (v. 13).

2. All night until the morning signifies that a burnt offering should remain in the
place of burning through the dark night of this age until the morning, until
the Lord Jesus comes again (v. 9; 2 Pet. 1:19; Mal. 4:2).
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B & Day 5

B AR A ZIEROEE, LARAFL— V. To live a life of the continual burnt offering is to be a living

¥+ =1: sacrifice (Rom. 12:1):
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E.In verse 1 the bodies are plural, but the sacrifice is singular:

1. Although many bodies are presented, they become one sacrifice, implying
that, although we are many, our service in the Body of Christ should not be
many individual services, separated and unrelated.

2. All our service should constitute one whole service, and this service must be
unique because it is the service of the one Body in Christ (vv. 4-5).

Day 6

3. The church life as a whole is a burnt offering for the satisfaction of God.

4. The believers live in the Body of Christ by presenting their bodies as a living
sacrifice; to have the Body life we need to present our bodies to the Lord and
to His Body (vv. 1, 4-5).

V. All our service to God must be based on the fire from the altar of
burnt offering (v. 11; Lev. 9:24; 16:12-13; 6:13; cf. 10:1-2):

A.God wanted the service of the children of Israel to be based on this fire
(6:13).

B. The service that we render to God in the church life must originate with
the fire on the altar of burnt offering, and our service must come out of
the burning of God’s fire and be the issue of this fire (Exo. 3:2, 4, 6; Rom.
12:1,11).
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<« WEEK 3 —DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment

Lev. 1:3 If his offering is a burnt offering from the herd, he shall present it,
a male without blemish; he shall present it at the entrance of the Tent
of Meeting, that he may be accepted before Jehovah.

John 4:34 Jesus said to them, My food is to do the will of Him who sent
Me and to finish His work.

The Hebrew word [for burnt offering] literally means that which goes up
and denotes something that ascends to God. The burnt offering typifies Christ
not mainly in His redeeming man from sin but in His living a life that is perfect
and absolutely for God and for God’s satisfaction (Lev. 1:9; John 5:19, 30; 6:38;
7:18; 8:29; 14:24) and in His being the life that enables God’s people to have
such a living (2 Cor. 5:15; Gal. 2:19-20). It is God’s food that God may enjoy
it and be satisfied (Num. 28:2). This offering was to be offered daily, in the
morning and in the evening (Exo. 29:38-42; Lev. 6:8-13; Num. 28:3-4). (Lev. 1:3,
footnote 1)

Today’s Reading

Do you really care absolutely for God? Can you say that whatever you do,
whatever you say, and whatever you are is one hundred percent for God? No, none
of us can honestly say this. Then what shall we do? We must take Christ. We need
Him as our burnt offering. The burnt offering signifies that Christ is the One who
is absolutely for God. If you would read the four Gospels again, you would see a
man living on the earth who was one hundred percent for God. Whatever He was,
whatever He spoke, and whatever He did was absolutely for God. On the contrary,
we are not for God. We are for our own interests and our own choices. But Christ
as our burnt offering is completely for God.

In the past my realization was that we need Christ first of all as our trespass
offering. But today my realization has changed. We need Christ first as our burnt
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offering, because our first problem with God is not a matter of trespasses but
a matter of not being for God. Whether we have trespassed or not, we are still
not much for God. We may have done nothing amiss, but we are still not for God.
Though I may not be wrong with this person or that person, I am wrong with God
because I am still not absolutely for Him. So our first need is Christ as the burnt
offering. (CWWL, 1971, vol. 2, “Christ as the Reality,” p. 12)

If we have never enjoyed Christ as the burnt offering, we cannot realize how
sinful we are. We heard the gospel and repented, realizing that we are sinful. But
we cannot know how sinful we are until we enjoy Christ as our burnt offering. The
burnt offering means that mankind, created by God for the purpose of expressing
and representing Him, should be for nothing other than God and should be
absolutely for God. However, we are not absolutely for God. We need to realize
this and take Christ as our burnt offering. Only when we enjoy Christ as our burnt
offering will we realize how sinful we are.

If we realize how sinful we are, we will know that our love as well as our hate
may be sinful. Ethically, to hate others is wrong and to love others is right. We
may think that in the eyes of God loving others is acceptable and hating others is
not acceptable. But in the eyes of God we hate people for ourselves and also love
people for ourselves, not for God. From this point of view, loving others is just as
sinful as hating others. Whatever we do for ourselves and not for God—whether it
is moral or immoral, good or evil, a matter of love or of hate—is sinful in the eyes
of God. As long as you do a certain thing for yourself, it is sinful.

God created us that we might be for Him. He created us to be His expression
and His representation. He did not create us for ourselves. But we live
independently of Him. When we hate others, we are independent of God, and
when we love others, we are also independent of God. This means that in God’s
sight our hatred and our love are the same. (Life-study of Leviticus, p. 184)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1971, vol. 2, “Christ as the Reality,” ch. 2; Life-study of
Leviticus, msg. 23
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<« WEEK 3 — DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

John 7:16 Jesus therefore answered them and said, My teaching is not
Mine, but His who sent Me.

18 He who speaks from himself seeks his own glory; but He who seeks the
glory of Him who sent Him, this One is true, and unrighteousness is
not in Him.

As One who lived a restricted life, a life restricted from doing things for self,
the Lord sought the glory of God for God’s satisfaction. When the Lord Jesus
taught in the temple, the Jews marveled and said, “How does this man know
letters, without ever having studied?” (John 7:15). The Lord Jesus answered, “My
teaching is not Mine, but His who sent Me. If anyone resolves to do His will, he
will know concerning the teaching, whether it is of God or whether I speak from
Myself. He who speaks from himself seeks his own glory; but He who seeks the
glory of Him who sent Him, this One is true, and unrighteousness is not in Him” (vv.
16-18). Here we see that the Lord did not seek His own glory, in that He did not
speak from Himself. Rather, He sought the glory of the One who sent Him. (CWWL,
1982, vol. 2, “The Fulfillment of the Tabernacle and the Offerings in the Writings
of John,” p. 230)

Today’s Reading

The Lord’s being a person who sought God’s glory for God'’s satisfaction did not
depend on what He did or on His works; it depended instead on the fact that He
was of God, that He was sent by God, that He came from God, and that He spoke
God. John 7 does not record any work done by the Lord Jesus. This chapter reveals
that He was a person restricted by God, that He was of God, that He was sent by
God and came from God, and that He did not speak His own word but spoke God.
When the Lord spoke God’s word, God was expressed through His speaking. God
came forth from Him through His words.
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Because the Lord lived a life of restriction and a life of seeking the glory of God,
He was fully qualified to be the burnt offering. In the book of Leviticus we have
five basic offerings: the burnt offering, the meal offering, the peace offering, the
sin offering, and the trespass offering. The burnt offering was unique in that it was
not mainly for redemption. The burnt offering was wholly for God’s satisfaction.
According to Leviticus 1, this offering was burned to ashes as God’s food to satisfy
God. In chapter 7 of the Gospel of John we see that the Lord Jesus is the reality of
the burnt offering. He lived a life that was wholly restricted by God and for God.
He was of God, He came from God, and He was sent by God.

Who is seeking God’s glory for His satisfaction? It is rare to find such a
living among Christians today. Because most Christians do not live a life of
restriction and a life of seeking God’s glory for His satisfaction, they are not able
to understand John 7. If we would understand this chapter, we need to be those
who are willing to be restricted and seek God’s glory. This is a life for the burnt
offering. (CWWL, 1982, vol. 2, “The Fulfillment of the Tabernacle and the Offerings
in the Writings of John,” pp. 230-231)

Leviticus 1:3 says, “If his offering is a burnt offering from the herd,...he shall
present it at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting, that he may be accepted before
Jehovah.” Verses 8 through 9 say, “Aaron’s sons the priests shall arrange the
pieces, the head, and the fat in order on the wood that is on the fire which is on
the altar; but its inward parts and its legs he shall wash with water. Then the
priest shall burn the whole on the altar, as a burnt offering, an offering by fire, a
satisfying fragrance to Jehovah.” The crucial items revealing the Divine Trinity in
these verses are the burnt offering, the Tent of Meeting, Jehovah, the priest, the
fire, and the water. We need to know the interpretation of these items in order to
understand the type of the burnt offering.

In Numbers 28:2 Jehovah said, “My offering, My food for My offerings by fire of
a satisfying fragrance to Me.” Thus, the burnt offering typifies Christ the Son as the
food for God’s satisfaction. (CWWL, 1983, vol. 3, “The Divine Trinity as Revealed
in the Holy Word,” p. 249)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1982, vol. 2, “The Fulfillment of the Tabernacle and
the Offerings in the Writings of John,” ch. 21
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« WEEK 3 — DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

Lev. 1:8-9 Then Aaron’s sons the priests shall arrange the pieces, the head,
and the fat in order on the wood that is on the fire which is on the altar;
but its inward parts and its legs he shall wash with water. Then the
priest shall burn the whole on the altar, as a burnt offering, an offering
by fire, a satisfying fragrance to Jehovah.

The Tent of Meeting in Leviticus 1:3 typifies Christ the Son as the place of
offering. The offerings were offered at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting. In
order for an offering to be legitimate, it could not be offered anywhere else.
Similarly, in order to offer anything to God, we must take Christ as the ground
for our offering. If we do this, God will accept our offering. In Deuteronomy 12:5-
14 God charged the Israelites not to offer anything outside of this place....To offer
something to God in the wrong way is a sin. Cain’s offering was rejected because
he offered something to God without taking Christ as the base for his offering (Gen.
4:3,5). (The Divine Trinity as Revealed in the Holy Word, p. 250)

Today’s Reading

Jesus is Jehovah in the New Testament, because the name Jesus means
“Jehovah the Savior...However, in Exodus 3:6, as the God of Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob, Jehovah is the Triune God. Here in Leviticus 1, because Christ the Son is
offered to Jehovah, Jehovah refers to the Father as the Receiver of the offering.
This shows that the Divine Trinity cannot be systematized according to the
doctrines of traditional theology. In Leviticus 1:8-9 the priest typifies Christ the
Son as the serving One. The priest served the offering. In Hebrews Paul writes
that Christ is our great High Priest (4:14-15; 5:5) and a Priest forever according
to the order of Melchizedek (v. 6; 7:17). Thus, as typified by the burnt offering,
the Tent of Meeting, and the priest, Christ the Son is simultaneously the offering,
the place of the offering, and the One who serves the offering. Logically speaking,
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A

this is incomprehensible. It is as if a restaurant, the food, and the waiter were all
one. This shows that traditional teachings concerning the Trinity are inadequate
and that the Trinity cannot be fully understood according to the human
mentality.

The fire in Leviticus 1:8-9 signifies God as the accepting agent. Fire consumes
and devours. We accept food by our mouth. Similarly, God accepted the offering
by burning it. Therefore, strictly speaking, the fire was Jehovah’s mouth....In
the matter of eating, our mouth is our person. Accordingly, the fire that burned
the burnt offering was God Himself. Hebrews 12:29 says, “Our God is also a
consuming fire.” The divine fire may function for judging or for accepting. The
fire that consumed the burnt offering was not for judgment but for acceptance by
God. The burning of the burnt offering was the divine eating.

The water that washed the inward parts and legs of the burnt offering signifies
the Spirit as the washing agent. This does not imply that Christ is unclean; rather,
it indicates that Christ’s inward parts and His daily walk were continually being
washed by the Holy Spirit, signified by the water (John 7:38-39), to keep Him
from becoming defiled by His contact with earthly things.

We have seen that the burnt offering signifies Christ as food to satisfy God. We
have also seen that the entire Trinity is involved in the burnt offering. God the
Father is the Receiver; God the Son is the offering, the place of the offering, and
the serving One; and God the Spirit is the washing One. The accepting fire refers
to the entire Godhead. Some may think that it is wrong to consider the Son as
part of the fire, since the Son as the offering is burned by the fire. Especially when
studying the Old Testament types, traditional, systematic teachings concerning
the Trinity are altogether inadequate. Systematic teachings concerning the Trinity
open the door for endless debate, because the Trinity is a mystery that we cannot
completely understand. (CWWL, 1983, vol. 3, “The Divine Trinity as Revealed in
the Holy Word,” pp. 250-251)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1983, vol. 3, “The Divine Trinity as Revealed in the
Holy Word,” ch. 6
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<« WEEK 3 — DAY 4 >
Morning Nourishment

2 Pet. 1:19 And we have the prophetic word made more firm, to which you
do well to give heed as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day
dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts.

Lev. 6:13 Fire shall be kept burning on the altar continually; it shall not go
out.

The crisis of consecration is the key to our other experiences, and it is a
lifelong, not once-for-all, experience. In the type of the people of Israel, they had
to offer the burnt offering day by day, morning and evening (Lev. 6:9, 12-13). The
altar was called the altar of burnt offering. The burnt offering was the continual
offering, and the fire for the burnt offering was not supposed to cease; it had to
stay burning day and night. This type shows us that we need to have a life of the
burnt offering, a life with fire burning on the altar all day long. It is entirely right
that as Christians we should consecrate ourselves every morning and again in the
evening after the day’s duties. We may think that this is too much, that we already
have offered ourselves to the Lord for many years, but we still need to offer
ourselves each morning and each evening. In addition, although it is not [a matter
of legality], it is right that we should offer ourselves specifically for the Lord’s Day
and for the service and worship on that day. (Practical Lessons on the Experience
of Life, pp. 36-37)

Today’s Reading

The burnt offering had to be offered every day, not only in the morning but also
in the evening. On every Sabbath, at every new moon, and during every festival,
special burnt offerings were required (Num. 28). Special burnt offerings were also
needed at times of great events (Lev. 8:18, 28; 1 Kings 3:4, 15; 8:62-64)....0fferings
were required daily, at every festival, and at every event. The burnt offering,
therefore, is one of the most important offerings in the Old Testament. Due to
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this, the bronze altar was even specifically called “the altar of burnt offering” [Lev.
4:7]. The frequency of these offerings typifies to us the need for making a new
consecration every day. When we come to special convocations and special events,
we need to make special offerings. If we would consecrate ourselves repeatedly in
this way, the experience of consecration would be increased and formed in us. (The
Experience of Life, p. 46)

[In Leviticus 6:9] we see that the burning of the burnt offering was never to
cease. To ensure that this fire burned continually, the priests were required to
keep adding wood to the fire.

The burnt offering’s being upon the hearth (firewood) on the altar all night
until the morning also signifies that what is offered should remain at the burning
place through the dark night until morning. “All night” means all this dark age. The
age we are in is a dark night. The burnt offering should be burning continually
through the whole night until the morning. No matter how long the night may
be, eventually there will be a morning, a sunrising. The real sunrising will be the
Lord’s coming back, and we are waiting for this. However, we should not expect
the Lord Jesus to come back quickly to spare us from the trial of the dark night.
The more we ask Him to come quickly for this reason, the more He may delay His
coming for our sake and for the sake of our passing through a longer dark night.

The fire on the altar should be kept burning continually (6:9b, 12a, 13). Verse
12a says, “The fire on the altar shall be kept burning on it; it must not go out.” The
continual burning of the fire on the altar first signifies that God as the holy fire
in the universe is ready to receive (burn) what is offered to Him as food. God’s
receiving us is His burning us. When we are burned by God, we should be happy
because this burning means that God is receiving us. The continual burning of the
fire also signifies that God’s desire to accept what is offered to Him never ceases.
God desires to accept us, and He accepts us by burning us. The more He burns us,
the more He accepts us. (Life-study of Leviticus, pp. 57, 208-210)

Further Reading: The Experience of Life, pp. 36-39; Life-study of Numbers,
msg. 40
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<« WEEK 3 — DAY 5 »

Morning Nourishment

Rom. 12:1 | exhort you therefore, brothers, through the compassions of
God to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, well pleasing to God,
which is your reasonable service.

5 So we who are many are one Body in Christ, and individually members
one of another.

When one sees the basis of consecration and also has the motive of
consecration, he is willing to consecrate himself to God. What then is consecration?
What is the meaning of consecration?..[Romans 12:1] shows us that the meaning
of consecration is to be a “sacrifice.” (The Experience of Life, p. 36)

Today’s Reading

[The sacrifices] offered as a burnt offering...were burnt on the altar and
became a sweet savor, food for God (Lev. 3:11). When God accepted the sweet
savor of these sacrifices, He was satisfied. The offering of these sacrifices is a type
of our consecration. The meaning, therefore, of offering ourselves as a sacrifice
is offering ourselves to God as food that He will be pleased to accept and thus
find satisfaction. We are people who were originally like a pile of uncooked rice,
which might be used for this or for that. One day, because of God’s need, we were
separated from the original pile of rice and were worked on in such a way that we
were cooked and placed on God’s table—the altar—and became God’s food for
His satisfaction. This is the meaning of being a sacrifice, and this is the meaning of
consecration. (The Experience of Life, p. 38)

In the Old Testament, God required that His people offer the burnt offering
to Him daily for His food that He could be satisfied. This typifies that, in the New
Testament, we who belong to God should offer ourselves as a burnt offering daily
to God for His satisfaction. The difference is that the Old Testament people offered
dead sacrifices, whereas we offer living sacrifices. Although the nature of the
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two are different, their significance is the same, that is, to be God’s food for His
satisfaction. To offer ourselves to the Lord is to be a sacrifice for His satisfaction.
What matters is not what we do for the Lord, but that we satisfy Him. This is the
real significance of our consecration. (Life Lessons, vol. 2, pp. 44-45)

[In Romans 12] our bodies are to be presented as a living sacrifice for the
church life. This sacrifice is living because it has life through resurrection; it is not
like the sacrifices in the Old Testament, which were all slain. This sacrifice is also
holy because, positionally, it has been separated unto God by the blood of Christ
from the world and from all persons, matters, and things that are common; and
because, dispositionally, the natural life and the old creation have been sanctified
and transformed by the Holy Spirit with God’s life and God’s holy nature for God’s
satisfaction. Thus, this sacrifice is well pleasing to God.

In Greek, bodies in verse 1 is plural and sacrifice is singular. This indicates
that, although many bodies are presented, they become one sacrifice, implying
that, although we are many, our service in the Body of Christ should not be many
individual services, separated and unrelated. All our service should constitute one
whole service, and this service must be unique because it is the service of the one
Body of Christ. (Rom. 12:1, footnote 5)

The consecration in Romans 12 is the first reaction to God’s work in the life
of a Christian. This reaction is the presenting of ourselves as a living sacrifice to
God. In the Old Testament a sacrifice was an animal that was set apart to be killed
and slain. Everything that is placed on the altar is destined to die. Once it dies, its
life is over; it no longer has another use. A sacrifice can be offered only once. It
cannot be used twice, because it died the first time. Today we are the sacrifices;
therefore, we should die. Thank the Lord that we are also living. We are a living
sacrifice. This means that we can constantly present ourselves to the hand of the
Lord. We can offer up ourselves as sacrifices to the Lord continually, and the Lord
can use us continually. The first thing a Christian should be to the Lord is a living
sacrifice. (CWWN, vol. 61, p. 180)

Further Reading: Life-study of Romans, msg. 25; Dead to Law but Living to
God, ch. 6
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<« WEEK 3 — DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

Lev. 9:24 Then fire came forth from before Jehovah and consumed the
burnt offering and the fat portions on the altar. And when all the people
saw it, they gave a ringing shout and fell on their faces.

Rom. 12:11 Do not be slothful in zeal, but be burning in spirit, serving the
Lord.

In Romans 12:1 Paul...exhorts us to present our bodies “a living sacrifice.” In
6:13, 19 he encouraged us to present the members of our bodies as weapons
for fighting and as servants for serving because Romans 6 is a matter of
warfare and service. However, in the church life it is a question of sacrifice, of
offering ourselves to God for His satisfaction. The church life as a whole is an
offering for the satisfaction of God. Although many bodies are presented, the
sacrifice is one. Why are there many bodies but only one sacrifice? Because
the many members are one Body and the many believers are one church. (Life-
study of Romans, p. 296)

Today’s Reading

The believers live in the Body of Christ by presenting their bodies as a living
sacrifice. In Romans 12:1 Paul says, “I exhort you therefore, brothers, through the
compassions of God to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, well pleasing
to God, which is your reasonable service.” In order to have the Body life, we need
to have our body presented both to the Lord and to the Body. We should present
our body to the Lord for the Body. In His salvation the Lord has released our
body from the usurping hand of the enemy, Satan. Now, in the organic union with
Christ, we need to present our released body to the Lord for the Body life. (The
Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 1796-1797)
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Every service to God must be based on the fire from the altar of burnt offering.
In the Old Testament the priests burned incense before God. The burning of
incense symbolizes the service rendered to God by man. The fire used to burn
the incense had to be taken from the altar of burnt offering (Lev. 16:12-13). If a
person did not burn incense with the fire from the altar of burnt offering, that is,
if he offered strange fire, his service was not accepted by God, and he suffered the
judgment of death (10:1-2). This example shows that our service to God must be
based on the fire from the altar of burnt offering.

When the children of Israel followed the tabernacle in their journey through
the wilderness, their service before God began with the burning of the fire on the
altar of burnt offering. The fire on the altar of burnt offering descended from God
(9:24). The children of Israel could not begin their service to God until the fire
descended. Although they had been delivered by God out of Egypt, had crossed
the Red Sea, and had raised up the tabernacle at the foot of Mount Sinai, they
could not serve God, because they did not have a basis for their service. The basis
of their service was the altar of burnt offering with fire burning upon it. It was
not adequate to have the altar of burnt offering. The altar had to have the fire that
descended from God.

At the beginning of Leviticus God was before the Israelites, yet they still
could not serve Him. It was not until chapter 9 that God led them to do what was
necessary for fire to come down from heaven.

The offering of the burnt offering was the prerequisite for fire to descend from
heaven. Merely having the altar was not sufficient; the burnt offering had to be
placed on the altar. After the sacrifice of the burnt offering was killed, skinned,
cut, washed, and placed on the altar, fire could descend from heaven. God wanted
the service of the children of Israel to be based on this fire. The burning of incense
was their service to God, but the fire used for burning incense had to be taken
from the altar. Hence, the service that we render to God must originate from the
fire on the altar of burnt offering, and our service must be the issue of the burning
of this fire. (The Service for Building Up the House of God, pp. 19-20)

Further Reading: The Service for Building Up the House of God, ch. 2
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WEEK 3 — HYMN

Lord, Thou art our consecration

By Thy wondrous life within us,
Thy obedience is our own.

No more need we strive and struggle,
Consecrated try to be;

Consecration dwells within us—
Now our part to eat of Thee.
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Composition for prophecy with main point and sub-points:
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