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2017 December Semiannual Training
Crystallization-Study of Leviticus
Message 6

The Revelation, Appreciation,
and Application of Christ as Our Sin Offering

Scripture Reading: Lev. 4:1-35; 6:25-27; John 1:29; 3:14; Rom. 8:3; 2 Cor. 5:21; 1

John 1:5-9

OUTLINE
Day 1

I. Sin refers to the indwelling sin in our nature (Rom. 8:3; 2
Cor. 5:21; Heb. 9:26); sins refers to the sinful deeds, the fruit
of the indwelling sin (Isa. 53:5a; 1 Cor. 15:3; 1 Pet. 2:24; Heb.
9:28):

A.Satan, the devil, is the source of sin (Ezek. 28:16-17; John 8:44; cf. 2 Cor.
12:7; 1 Pet. 5:8, 5; Phil. 2:8; John 14:30):

1. Through man’s fall Satan’s personality became one with man’s soul, and Satan
was taken into man’s body to be sin working as evil in man’s fleshly members
(Gen. 3:1, 4-5; Rom. 5:12, 19a; 7:18a, 14b, 17, 20-21).
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2. Because the devil is the father of sinners, the father of liars, the sinners are
children of the devil (John 8:44; 1 John 3:10).

3. We were brought forth in iniquity, conceived in sin in Adam, and born with
the poison of the serpent, making us serpents, the brood of vipers (Psa. 51:5;
John 9:34; Matt. 23:33; 3:7).

B.Sin is the evil nature of Satan, the evil one, who, having injected himself
into man through Adam’s fall, has now become the very sinful nature
dwelling, acting, and working as a law in fallen man (Rom. 5:12, 21; 6:14;
7:11,17, 20).

C.Sin is lawlessness (1 John 3:4; 2 Thes. 2:3, 7-8).

I[I. The sinning without intent (Lev. 4:2) signifies the sin in our
fallen nature, the indwelling sin that came through Adam
into mankind from Satan (Rom. 5:12), which causes us to sin
unintentionally (7:19-20):

A.This sin, personified in Romans 7 (see footnote 1 on verse 8), is the evil
nature of Satan, even Satan himself, who dwells in our fallen flesh (vv. 17-
18a, 20, 23); since our flesh is one with sin (8:3), whatever we do out of
our flesh, whether good or evil, is sin.

B.Moreover, since the flesh denotes a fallen person (Gen. 6:3; Rom. 3:20),
every fallen person is sin (2 Cor. 5:21 and footnote 2).

Day 2

[II. The sin offering (Lev. 4:1-35) signifies that Christ was made sin
for us in order that through His death on the cross sin might be
condemned (vv. 1-3, 13-14, 22-23, 27-28; Rom. 8:3):
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A.Through incarnation the Word, who is God, became flesh, in the likeness
of the flesh of sin, the likeness of a fallen man (John 1:1, 14; Rom. 8:3):

1. Although Christ was a fallen man only in likeness, when He was on the cross,
God counted that likeness as real (2 Cor. 5:21).

2. Since sin, the old man, Satan, the world, and the ruler of the world are all one
with the flesh, when Christ died in the flesh, sin was condemned (Rom. 8:3),
the old man was crucified (6:6), Satan was destroyed (Heb. 2:14), the world
was judged, and the ruler of the world was cast out (John 12:31).

3. Hence, through Christ’s death in the flesh all negative things were dealt with;
this is the efficacy of the sin offering (1:29).

B.Satan’s evil nature in man’s flesh was judged on the cross through the
death of Christ in the form of a serpent so that the believers may have
eternal life (3:14-16; 1:14; Rom. 8:3).

C. As the One who did not know sin, Christ was made sin on our behalf so
that we might become the righteousness of God in Him (2 Cor. 5:21).

Day 3

IV. After our regeneration we still need to take Christ as our sin
offering (1 John 1:8; Exo. 29:35-36) and as our trespass offering
(1 John 1:9) every day:
A.Laying hands on the head of the offering signifies the union of the offerer
with the offering (Lev. 4:4, 15, 24, 29, 33).

B. Taking Christ as our sin offering means that sin in the nature of fallen man
is condemned (Rom. 8:3), that our old man is dealt with (6:6), that Satan
as sin itself is destroyed (Heb. 2:14), that the world is judged, and that the
ruler of the world is cast out (John 12:31):
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1. The word ruler in the ruler of this world implies authority or power and the
struggle for power (Luke 4:5-8; cf. Matt. 20:20-21, 24; 3 John 9).

2. The struggle for power is the result, the issue, of the flesh, sin, the old man,
Satan, the world, and the ruler of the world (Gal. 5:16-17, 24-26).

3.Sin involves a power struggle, and the law of sin is the spontaneous power,
strength, and energy to struggle with God (Rom. 7:23; 8:2).

Day 4

C. Through our genuine, intimate, living, and loving fellowship with God,
who is light (1 John 1:5; Col. 1:12), we will realize that we are sinful, and
we will take Christ as our sin offering (1 John 1:5-9):

1. The more we love the Lord and enjoy Him, the more we will know how evil
we are (Isa. 6:5; Luke 5:8; Rom. 7:18).

2. Realizing that we have a sinful nature and taking Christ as our sin offering
causes us to be judged and subdued, and it preserves us, for it causes us not
to have any confidence in ourselves (Phil. 3:3; cf. Exo. 4:6).

3. We should learn from David’s experience not to have the slightest confidence
in ourselves (Psa. 51).

4. God uses the painful method of allowing us to fail so that we will see how
horrible, ugly, and abominable we are and so that we will forsake all that is
from the self and depend completely on God (cf. Lev. 6:28; Deut. 8:2; Luke
22:31-32; Rom. 8:28).

Day 5

D.When we enjoy Christ as our burnt offering, the One who is absolutely
for God, we realize how sinful we are, and we can enjoy Christ as our sin
offering (Lev. 6:25-27):
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1. Man, created by God for the purpose of expressing and representing God,
should be for nothing other than God and should be absolutely for God (Gen.
1:26; Isa. 43:7).

2. Anything we do out of ourselves, whether good or evil, is for ourselves, and
since it is for ourselves and not for God, it is sinful in the eyes of God:

a. If our serving the Lord is for ourselves, this is sin (Num. 18:1; 2 Kings 5:20-27;
Matt. 7:22-23).

b. If we preach ourselves, this is sin (2 Cor. 4:5).

c. If we do our righteous deeds, such as giving alms, praying, and fasting, for
ourselves to express and display ourselves, this is sin (Matt. 6:1-6).

d. If we love others for ourselves—for our name, position, benefit, and pride—
this is sin (Luke 14:12-14).

e. If we raise up our children for ourselves and our future, this is sin (cf. 1 Cor.
7:14).

Day 6

V. The blood of the sin offering had four kinds of effects:

A.Some of the blood was brought into the Tent of Meeting and sprinkled
seven times before Jehovah in front of the veil of the Holy of Holies (Lev.
4:5-6, 16-17), signifying that the blood of Christ has been brought into the
Holy of Holies in the heavens for our redemption (Heb. 9:12).

B.Some of the blood was put on the horns of the incense altar (Lev. 4:73,
18a), signifying that the redemption by Christ’s blood is effective for us
to be brought into the presence of God through contacting God in prayer
(Heb. 10:19).
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C. Some of the blood was put on the horns of the altar of burnt offering (Lev.
4:25a, 30a, 34a), signifying that the blood of Christ is effective for our
redemption (Eph. 1:7; 1 Pet. 1:18-19).

D.The rest of the blood was poured out at the base of the altar of burnt
offering (Lev. 4:7b, 18b, 25b, 30b, 34b), signifying that the blood of Christ

was poured out at the cross for the peace in our conscience, assuring us
that we are redeemed and accepted by God (Heb. 9:14).

VI. As a result of Christ being our sin offering and condemning sin
in the flesh, it is possible for us to walk not according to the flesh
but according to the spirit (Rom. 8:3-4).
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<« WEEK 6 — DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment

Rom. 5:12 Therefore just as through one man sin entered into the world,
and through sin, death; and thus death passed on to all men because all
have sinned.

Psa. 51:5 Behold, | was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother
conceive me.

1 Cor. 15:3 For | delivered to you, first of all, that which also I received,
that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures.

The New Testament deals with the problem of sin by using both the word sin
in singular and the word sins in plural. Sin refers to the indwelling sin, which
came through Adam into mankind from Satan (Rom. 5:12). It is dealt with in the
second section of Romans, 5:12 to 8:13 (with the exception of 7:5, where sins is
mentioned). Sins refers to the sinful deeds, the fruits of the indwelling sin, which
are dealt with in the first section of Romans, 1:18 to 5:11. However, the singular
sin in 1 John 1:7 with the adjective every does not denote the indwelling sin but
every single sin we have committed (v. 10) after we have been regenerated.

[First John 1:8] speaks of indwelling sin, the sin which we inherited by our
birth. This is the sin mentioned in Romans 5:12. If we say that, after we have been
saved and regenerated, we do not have sin, we are self-deceived. Although we
have been saved and regenerated and although we seek the Lord, love Him, and
have fellowship with Him, we still have sin indwelling us. This is a fact. If we deny
it, the truth is not in us.

[First John 1:9] refers to the confession of our sins after our regeneration, not
the confession of our sins before it. Here sins denotes our sinful deeds. (Life-study
of Leviticus, pp. 162-163)

Today’s Reading
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Because the devil is the father of sinners, sinners are the children of the devil
(1 John 3:10). The devil is the old serpent (Rev. 12:9; 20:2), and sinners also are
serpents, the generation of vipers (Matt. 23:33; 3:7). Hence, they need the Lord
in the form of the serpent to be lifted up for them on the cross (John 3:14) to save
them not only from sin but also from the source of sin, the devil (Heb. 2:14). (John
8:44, footnote 1)

Up to Romans 5:11 sins (plural) have been dealt with. From verse 12 sin
(singular) is dealt with. It seems that in chapters 5—8 sin is personified. Sin is not
merely an action; it is like a person who can enter (5:12), reign (v. 21), lord it over
people (6:14), deceive and Kkill people (7:11), and dwell in people and cause them
to do things against their will (7:17, 20). It is quite alive (7:9) and exceedingly
active; hence, it must be the evil nature of Satan, the evil one, who, having injected
himself into man through Adam’s fall, has now become the very sinful nature
dwelling, acting, and working in fallen man. This indwelling, personified sinful
nature is the root of all the outward sinful acts. (Rom. 5:12, footnote 2)

[Lawlessness means] having no law, being without law. This does not denote
being without the Mosaic law (cf. Rom. 5:13), because sin was already in the world
before the Mosaic law was given. To be without law here denotes being without,
or not under, the principle of God’s ruling over man. To practice lawlessness is to
live a life outside of and not under the principle of God’s ruling over man. Hence,
lawlessness is sin, or, reciprocally, sin is lawlessness. (1 John 3:4, footnote 2)

[In Leviticus 4:2 “sins without intent,” or errs, or makes a mistake] signifies
[that it is] the sin in our fallen nature, the indwelling sin that came through Adam
into mankind from Satan (Rom. 5:12), which causes us to sin unintentionally (Rom.
7:19-20). This sin, personified in Romans 7 (see footnote 1 on verse 8 there), is
the evil nature of Satan, even Satan himself, who dwells in our fallen flesh (Rom.
7:17-18a, 20, 23 and footnote 2 on verse 18). Since our flesh is one with sin (Rom.
8:3), whatever we do out of our flesh, whether good or evil, is sin. Moreover, since
the flesh denotes a fallen person (Gen. 6:3; Rom. 3:20), every fallen person is sin (2
Cor. 5:21 and footnote 2). (Lev. 4:2, footnote 1)

Further Reading: Life-study of Leviticus, msg. 18
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<« WEEK 6 — DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

Rom. 8:3 For that which the law could not do, in that it was weak through
the flesh, God, sending His own Son in the likeness of the flesh of sin
and concerning sin, condemned sin in the flesh.

2 Cor. 5:21 Him who did not know sin He made sin on our behalf that we
might become the righteousness of God in Him.

The sin offering signifies Christ as the offering for the sin of God’s people....Our
sin was dealt with by Christ as our sin offering (Lev. 4; Rom. 8:3; 2 Cor. 5:21; Heb.
9:26), and our sins, our trespasses, were borne by Christ as our trespass offering
(Lev. 5; Isa. 53:5-6, 11; 1 Cor. 15:3; 1 Pet. 2:24; Heb. 9:28). As the Lamb of God,
Christ took away sin in its totality—the inward sin and the outward sins (Isa.
53:10; John 1:29).

Through incarnation the Word, who is God, became flesh, in the likeness of the
flesh of sin, that is, the likeness of a fallen man (John 1:1, 14, and footnote 2 on v.
14, par. 1; Rom. 8:3 and footnote 3). Christ was crucified in the flesh and died in
the flesh (1 Pet. 3:18b). Although Christ was a fallen man only in likeness, when
He was on the cross, God counted that likeness as real. Since sin, the old man,
Satan, the world, and the ruler of the world are all one with the flesh, when Christ
died in the flesh, sin was condemned (Rom. 8:3), the old man was crucified (Rom.
6:6), Satan was destroyed (Heb. 2:14), the world was judged, and the ruler of the
world was cast out (John 12:31). Hence, through Christ’s death in the flesh all
negative things were dealt with. This is the efficacy of the sin offering. (Lev. 4:3,
footnote 4)

Today’s Reading

John 1:14 says, “The Word became flesh.” What is the meaning of flesh here?
According to the context of the whole Gospel of John, the flesh in 1:14 denotes
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fallen, sinful man. God, the Word, became a fallen, sinful man but only in likeness.
Paul makes this clear when he tells us in Romans 8:3 that God sent “His own Son
in the likeness of the flesh of sin.” This proves that the flesh in John 1:14 is the
flesh of sin. The meaning of the incarnation is that God became a sinful man in
likeness. In his note on this verse, Dr. Ryrie says, “Jesus Christ was unique, for
He was God from all eternity and yet joined Himself to sinful humanity in the
incarnation.”

The type of the brass serpent (John 3:14; Num. 21:4-9) indicates that Christ
did not have the flesh of sin but only the likeness of the flesh of sin. When the
children of Israel sinned against God, they were bitten by serpents and were
dying. Actually, in the sight of God, they were dead. God told Moses to lift up a
brass serpent on their behalf for God’s judgment, that by looking upon that brass
serpent they might be saved and live. The brass serpent was their savior. This is a
type. In John 3:14 the Lord Jesus applied this type to Himself, showing that when
He was in the flesh, He was, to use Paul’s words, in the likeness of the flesh of sin,
which likeness was the form of the brass serpent. It had the form of the serpent
but not the poison. Christ was made in the likeness of the flesh of sin, but He had
no participation in the sin of the flesh (2 Cor. 5:21; Heb. 4:15). The brass serpent
is a type of Christ as our Savior. “As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness,
so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that everyone who believes into Him may
have eternal life” (John 3:14-15).

The New Testament emphasizes the fact that Christ was crucified in the flesh
and died in the flesh. He did not die in anything other than the God-condemned
flesh. Romans 8:3 says, “God, sending His own Son in the likeness of the flesh of
sin and concerning sin, condemned sin in the flesh.” When the Lord Jesus was
crucified in the flesh, God condemned sin in the flesh. Sin is not merely a matter;
sin is a person, and this person needed to be condemned. Through the Lord’s
death on the cross, God condemned sin in the flesh. This means that when the
flesh was crucified, sin in the flesh was condemned. (Life-study of Leviticus, pp.
167-169)

Further Reading: Life-study of Leviticus, msg. 18
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<« WEEK 6 — DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

1 John 1:8-9 If we say that we do not have sin, we are deceiving ourselves,
and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, He is faithful and
righteous to forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Lev. 4:3-4 If the anointed priest sins,...let him present a bull of the
herd without blemish to Jehovah for a sin offering for his sin that he
committed,...and he shall lay his hand on the head of the bull...

Our sin, the indwelling sin in our nature (Rom. 7:17), has been taken care of by
Christ as our sin offering (Lev. 4; Isa. 53:10; Rom. 8:3; 2 Cor. 5:21; Heb. 9:26). Our
sins, our trespasses, have been taken care of by Christ as our trespass offering
(Lev. 5; Isa. 53:11; 1 Cor. 15:3; 1 Pet. 2:24; Heb. 9:28). After our regeneration we
still need to take Christ as our sin offering as indicated in 1 John 1:8 and as our
trespass offering as indicated in verse 9. (Life-study of Leviticus, p. 162)

The laying of hands on the sin offering (Lev. 4:4, 15, 24, 29, 33) signifies the
union of the offerer with the offering (2 Cor. 5:14). See footnote 1 on Leviticus 1:4.
(Lev. 4:4, footnote 1)

Today’s Reading

According to the human view, the flesh may seem to be good as well as bad.
But whether we are good, bad, or in the middle, as long as we are flesh, we are
sin. The flesh is altogether one with sin (Rom. 8:3), and sin is altogether one with
Satan. Actually, sin is Satan. Furthermore, Satan is one with the world, and the
world is one with the prince of the world (John 12:31). These five things are one
matter: the flesh, sin, Satan, the world, and the prince (the authority or power) of
the world.

Today’s world is related to the flesh, sin, Satan, and the prince of the world. The
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word prince here implies authority or power. The world is actually the struggle
for power. Every person and every nation is struggling for power. Everywhere
there is competition, rivalry, for power... This struggle for power is the result, the
issue, of the flesh, sin, Satan, the world, and the prince of the world.

Satan is the prince of the world. Satan may even be proud of being such a
prince. Isaiah 14 reveals that although he was close to God, he was not satisfied.
He wanted to be above God or at least to be in rivalry with Him. Therefore, when
the Bible condemns sin, it condemns Satan and also the flesh, the world, and the
struggle for power.

The sin offering also signifies that God, sending His own Son in the likeness
of the flesh of sin and concerning sin, condemned sin in the flesh on the cross of
Christ (Rom. 8:3). Christ became flesh; that is, He came in the likeness of the flesh
of sin (John 1:14). Furthermore, God made Christ, who did not know sin, sin on
our behalf on the cross (2 Cor. 5:21). While Christ was on the cross, He was judged
in the form of the serpent for our sin (John 3:14). In this way God condemned sin
in the flesh on the cross of Christ. The efficacy of the sin offering is not just in the
fact that it deals with sin. The result is far greater. In the sin offering, the fallen
man, the old man, included in the flesh of Christ, is dealt with (Rom. 6:6); sin in
the nature of fallen man is condemned (Rom. 8:3); Satan, sin itself, is destroyed
(Heb. 2:14); the world is judged; and the prince of the world is cast out (John
12:31). This is the revelation in the holy Word concerning the efficacy of the sin
offering.

In dealing with sin, Paul was eventually brought to something deeper—not
merely to sin itself but to the law of sin (Rom. 7:25; 8:2),...[which] is simply the
spontaneous power, strength, and energy to struggle with God...Whenever we
have even a little thought of being for God, something within us rises up to take us
over. This is the law of sin...This made Paul a wretched man (Rom. 7:24). This is
the law of sin as the deeper meaning of sin. We should not take Christ as our sin
offering in a superficial way. Rather, we should take Him as our sin offering to a
deeper extent. This will remake our entire being. (Life-study of Leviticus, pp. 172-
174, 181-182)

Further Reading: Life-study of Leviticus, msg. 19
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<« WEEK 6 — DAY 4 »
Morning Nourishment

1 John 1:5 And this is the message which we have heard from Him and
announce to you, that God is light and in Him is no darkness at all.

7 But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with
one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from every sin.

The sequence of the five offerings in Leviticus 1:1—6:7 is a picture of the
sequence in 1 John 1. The burnt offering, the meal offering, and the peace offering
bring us into fellowship with God (1 John 1:3). Through our fellowship with God,
who is light (1 John 1:5), we discover that we are sinful, that we have sin inwardly
and sins outwardly. Hence, after our regeneration we still need to take Christ
as our sin offering, as indicated in 1 John 1:8, and as our trespass offering, as
indicated in 1 John 1:9. See footnote 3 on 1 John 1:7. (Lev. 4:3, footnote 4)

Today’s Reading

To take Christ as the sin offering is very deep. The experience of the sin
offering is altogether related to our enjoyment of the Lord Jesus as our burnt
offering. The more we love the Lord and enjoy Him, the more we will know how
evil we are. Sometimes, when we love the Lord to the uttermost, we may feel that
there is no place to hide ourselves. Paul had such a realization concerning himself.
When he was seeking the Lord, he saw that there was nothing good in himself.

By enjoying the Lord as the burnt offering and the meal offering, we realize
that we are sinful. So we take Him as the sin offering and then as the trespass
offering. This is what we see in chapter 1 of 1 John. As we are enjoying the Triune
God in the divine fellowship, we realize that we still have sin inwardly and that
we have committed sins outwardly. We then receive the cleansing of the precious
blood. This becomes a cycle. The more we are cleansed, the more we enter into
fellowship with the Triune God; the more we enjoy this fellowship, the more we
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are enlightened; and the more we are enlightened, the more we realize that we
are sinful, even sin itself. It is by this cycle that we are delivered and saved from
our self. Actually, we are delivered and saved from sin, from the flesh, from Satan,
from the world, from the prince of the world, and from the power struggle. The
more we enjoy Christ, the less power struggle we will have with God. Eventually
we will give every inch to Him. (Life-study of Leviticus, pp. 186-188)

The first work of the Holy Spirit in a believer is to bring him to know the self
after he is saved. This is so he will, according to God’s will, forsake all that is from
the self and completely depend on God. But how difficult it is! How unflattering it
is to know the self! How unbearable it is to forsake the self! A believer often does
not know the self or want to know the self. Because he does not know the self,
he thinks the self is reliable; because he does not want to know the self, the Holy
Spirit has no way to reveal to him his true character under God’s light. Under such
circumstances, God has no other way than to use a more painful method to cause
a believer to know the self. This method is to deliberately allow him to fail.

Sometimes when believers have progressed slightly in their spiritual path,
they feel that they are victorious and sanctified. But while they are satisfied,
God permits them to fail and sin just like others, or even worse than others, thus
making them realize that they are not any better than anyone else. (CWWN, vol. 8,
pp. 43-44)

If we do not have the experience of Romans chapter 7, that is, if we do not see
our own failures, we cannot overcome. We have been Christians for many years
already. Why does the Lord allow us to fail again and again? We have to realize
that the Lord has a wonderful intention behind allowing us to fail. His intention
is to show us that we cannot make it. We could not make it before we were saved,
and we cannot make it now that we are saved. The Lord wants us to confess, “I
cannot make it.” If we can say this, we are almost there. (CWWN, vol. 42, p. 443)

Further Reading: Life-study of the Psalms, msg. 23
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<« WEEK 6 — DAY 5 »

Morning Nourishment

Lev. 6:25 ...This is the law of the sin offering: In the place where the burnt
offering is slaughtered the sin offering shall be slaughtered before
Jehovah; it is most holy.

Matt. 6:1 But take care not to do your righteousness before men in order
to be gazed at by them; otherwise, you have no reward with your Father
who is in the heavens. 6:3 But you, when you give alms, do not let your
left hand know what your right hand is doing.

The sin offering was to be slaughtered in the place where the burnt offering
was slaughtered (Lev. 6:25). This indicates that the sin offering is based upon the
burnt offering, and it signifies that Christ is the sin offering for us based upon His
being the burnt offering. Christ must be the burnt offering for God'’s satisfaction
that He might be qualified to be our sin offering.

We heard the gospel and repented, realizing that we are sinful. But we cannot
know how sinful we are until we enjoy Christ as our burnt offering. The burnt
offering means that mankind, created by God for the purpose of expressing and
representing Him, should be for nothing other than God and should be absolutely
for God....Only when we enjoy Christ as our burnt offering will we realize how
sinful we are. (Life-study of Leviticus, p. 184)

Today’s Reading

If we realize how sinful we are, we will know that our love as well as our hate
may be sinful. Ethically, to hate others is wrong and to love others is right. We
may think that in the eyes of God loving others is acceptable and hating others
is not acceptable. But in the eyes of God we hate people for ourselves and also
love people for ourselves, not for God. From this point of view, loving others is
just as sinful as hating others....As long as you do a certain thing for yourself, it
is sinful.
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God...did not create us for ourselves. But we live independently of Him. When
we hate others, we are independent of God, and when we love others, we are
also independent of God. This means that in God’s sight our hatred and our love
are the same. Furthermore, neither our hatred nor our love is from our spirit.
Rather, both...are from our flesh, and both are from the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil, [which signifies Satan]...Doing both good and evil may be of
Satan. We need to realize that anything we do out of ourselves, whether good or
evil, is for ourselves, and since it is for ourselves, it is sin...We may love others
for ourselves—for our name, position, benefit, and pride. Our love as Christian
parents for our children...may be in the flesh. The New Testament charges us
to raise up our children in the Lord. However, we may raise up our children for
ourselves and our future. This is sin.

Even in the church life we may do things that are not for God but for ourselves.
We may do something that is very good, yet deep within our hidden intention is to
do that good thing for ourselves. This is sinful. For example, in giving a testimony
or in praying, we may want everyone to say Amen to us...Such a prayer is sinful
because it is not absolutely for God.

Because we may have hidden motives in doing spiritual things, the Lord Jesus
spoke concerning those who do things apparently for God but actually for the
purpose of advancing themselves. Therefore, He said, “Take care not to do your
righteousness before men in order to be gazed at by them” (Matt. 6:1). Concerning
giving alms He said, “Do not let your left hand know what your right hand is
doing” (v. 3). Concerning prayer He went on to say, “When you pray, you shall
not be like the hypocrites, because they love to pray standing in the synagogues
and on the street corners, so that they may be seen by men” (v. 5). Concerning
fasting He said, “When you fast, do not be like the sullen-faced hypocrites, for they
disfigure their faces so that they may appear to men to be fasting” (v. 16). Even
in doing righteousness, giving alms, praying, and fasting there may be a power
struggle with God. To do these things for ourselves and not for God is sinful in His
eyes. (Life-study of Leviticus, pp. 184-186)

Further Reading: Life-study of Leviticus, msg. 20
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<« WEEK 6 — DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

Lev. 4:4-6 And he shall bring the bull to the entrance of the Tent of
Meeting before Jehovah, and he shall lay his hand on the head of the
bull and slaughter the bull before Jehovah. And the anointed priest shall
take some of the blood of the bull and bring it into the Tent of Meeting,
and the priest shall dip his finger in the blood and sprinkle some of the
blood seven times before Jehovah in front of the veil of the sanctuary.

The sin offering was slaughtered before Jehovah (Lev. 4:4, 15, 24). This
signifies that Christ as the sin offering was slaughtered before God, that He was
recognized by God (Isa. 53:10a).

The blood of the sin offering has four different kinds of effects. (Life-study of
Leviticus, p. 176)

Today’s Reading

Some of the blood of the sin offering was brought into the Tent of Meeting and
sprinkled seven times toward the veil of the Holy of Holies (Lev. 4:5-6, 16-17).
This signifies that the blood of Christ has been brought into the Holy of Holies in
the heavens for our redemption (Heb. 9:12). Christ’s blood covers our situation
with God in the Holy of Holies.

Some of the blood was put upon the horns of the incense altar (Lev. 4:7a, 18a).
This signifies that the redemption of Christ’s blood is effective for us to contact
God in prayer (Heb. 10:19). This is why we need to pray through the blood,
contacting God in our prayer through the blood.

Some of the blood was put upon the horns of the altar of burnt offering
(Lev. 4:25a, 30, 34a). This signifies that the blood of Christ is effective for our
redemption. The blood of Christ as the sin offering brings us into the presence of
God, that is, into the Holy of Holies; it gives us the position and right to contact
God in prayer; and it is effective for our redemption.
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All the rest of the blood was poured out at the base of the altar of burnt
offering (4:7b, 18b, 25b, 30b, 34b). This signifies the blood of Christ at the
standing of the cross for the peace in our conscience that we are redeemed and
accepted by God.

“Any sin offering of which some of the blood is brought into the Tent of Meeting
to make expiation in the Holy Place shall not be eaten; it shall be burned with fire”
(Lev. 6:30). The expiation mentioned here was made in the Holy of Holies (16:27).
This verse signifies that Christ as the sin offering dealing with our sin and with
our sinful nature on the cross to accomplish God’s redemption for us is wholly for
God’s enjoyment, and we should not share it.

Concerning Christ as the sin offering, there is a portion that is only for God,
and there is a portion for us to share. The top portion is for God’s enjoyment. God
made Christ a propitiation for sinners, and we have no share in this...However,
when we preach Christ to others, ministering Him as the sin offering, we can
share Him. Thus, God has His part, and we have our part.

These regulations concerning the sin offering are called “the law of the sin
offering” [6:25]. This indicates that even in the enjoyment of Christ, we must go
along with all the regulations in life. We should not have our own choice in the
way to enjoy Christ. We must enjoy Christ in the way chosen by God.

Galatians 6:15 and 16 say, “Neither is circumcision anything nor
uncircumcision, but a new creation is what matters. And as many as walk by this
rule, peace be upon them and mercy, even upon the Israel of God.” The rule of
the new creation will regulate us in the time we go to bed at night and rise in the
morning. On the Lord’s Day in particular, the rule of the new creation will urge
us to rise up a little earlier, pray for the meeting, and come to the meeting early
to meet with the Lord and worship Him. The reward for walking according to the
rule of the new creation is mercy and peace...If we walk according to the rule of
the new creation in the way we prepare for and come to the meeting on the Lord’s
Day, we will receive mercy and peace. (Life-study of Leviticus, pp. 176-177, 229-
230, 224-225)

Further Reading: Life-study of Leviticus, msg. 25
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All the meaning of the Cross, Lord,
Work in me—for this I plead.
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Composition for prophecy with main point and sub-points:
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