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PROPAGATING THE RESURRECTED, 
ASCENDED, AND ALL-INCLUSIVE CHRIST 

AS THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
 

 (Thursday—Evening Session) 
 

Message Three 
Being Witnesses of the Resurrected, Ascended,  

and All-inclusive Christ 
MC Hymns: 132 

Scripture Reading: Acts 1:8; 2:32-36; 3:14-15; 4:33; 5:30-32; 7:56; 20:28; 26:16; 16:31 
Acts 1:8 But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, and you shall be My witnesses 

both in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and unto the uttermost part of the earth. 
Acts 2:32 This Jesus God has raised up, of which we all are witnesses. 
Acts 2:33 Therefore having been exalted to the right hand of God and having received the promise of the 

Holy Spirit from the Father, He has poured out this which you both see and hear. 
Acts 2:34 For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he himself says, "The Lord said to my Lord, Sit at 

My right hand 
Acts 2:35 Until I set Your enemies as a footstool for Your feet." 
Acts 2:36 Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made Him both Lord and Christ, 

this Jesus whom you have crucified. 
Acts 3:14 But you denied the holy and righteous One and asked that a man who was a murderer be granted 

to you; 
Acts 3:15 And the Author of life you killed, whom God has raised from the dead, of which we are witnesses. 
Acts 4:33 And with great power the apostles gave testimony of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great 

grace was upon them all. 
Acts 5:30 The God of our fathers has raised Jesus, whom you slew by hanging Him on a tree. 
Acts 5:31 This One God has exalted to His right hand as Leader and Savior, to give repentance to Israel 

and forgiveness of sins. 
Acts 5:32 And we are witnesses of these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those 

who obey Him. 
Acts 7:56 And he said, Behold, I see the heavens opened up and the Son of Man standing at the right hand 

of God. 
Acts 20:28 Take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among whom the Holy Spirit has placed you as 

overseers to shepherd the church of God, which He obtained through His own blood. 
Acts 26:16 But rise up and stand on your feet; for I have appeared to you for this purpose, to appoint you as 

a minister and a witness both of the things in which you have seen Me and of the things in which I 
will appear to you; 

Acts 16:31 And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus, and you shall be saved, you and your household. 
 

I. In the book of Acts the apostles and the disciples were witnesses of Christ—
1:8; 4:33: 
Acts 1:8 But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, and you shall be My 

witnesses both in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and unto the uttermost part of 
the earth. 

Acts 4:33 And with great power the apostles gave testimony of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and 
great grace was upon them all. 

A. According to the revelation in the book of Acts, everyone who is raised up and sent out by 
the Lord is a witness of the Lord—1:8; 26:16. 
Acts 1:8 But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, and you shall be 

My witnesses both in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and unto the uttermost 
part of the earth. 

Acts 26:16 But rise up and stand on your feet; for I have appeared to you for this purpose, to 
appoint you as a minister and a witness both of the things in which you have seen Me 
and of the things in which I will appear to you; 
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B. In the New Testament the meaning of witness is primarily to bear a living testimony of 
Jesus Christ in His crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension—1:22; 2:32; 5:32; 10:39-40; 
17:3, 18; 23:11; 24:14-15. 
Acts 1:22 Beginning from the baptism of John until the day on which He was taken up from us, 

one of these should become a witness of His resurrection with us. 
Acts 2:32 This Jesus God has raised up, of which we all are witnesses. 
Acts 5:32 And we are witnesses of these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given 

to those who obey Him. 
Acts 10:39 And we are witnesses of all the things which He did, both in the land of the Jews and 

in Jerusalem; whom also they did away with by hanging Him on a tree. 
Acts 10:40 This One, God raised on the third day; and He has made Him manifest, 
Acts 17:3 Opening and setting before them that the Christ had to suffer and rise from the dead, 

and saying, This is the Christ, the Jesus whom I announce to you. 
Acts 17:18 And some of the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers also confronted him. And some 

said, What would this babbler wish to say? And others, He seems to be an 
announcer of foreign deities-because he was announcing Jesus and the resurrection 
as the gospel. 

Acts 23:11 But in the night following, the Lord stood by him and said, Take courage, for as you 
have solemnly testified to the things concerning Me in Jerusalem, so also you must 
testify in Rome. 

Acts 24:14 But I confess this to you, that according to the Way, which they call a sect, so I serve 
the God of our fathers, believing all the things that are written in the Law and in the 
Prophets; 

Acts 24:15 Having hope toward God, which these themselves also look for, that there is to be a 
resurrection of both the righteous and the unrighteous. 

C. Testifying requires experiences of seeing and enjoyment concerning the Lord or spiritual 
things; it is different from merely teaching—2:42. 
Acts 2:42 And they continued steadfastly in the teaching and the fellowship of the apostles, in 

the breaking of bread and the prayers. 
D. The Lord appointed Paul as a minister and a witness—26:16: 

Acts 26:16 But rise up and stand on your feet; for I have appeared to you for this purpose, to 
appoint you as a minister and a witness both of the things in which you have seen Me 
and of the things in which I will appear to you; 

1. A minister is for the ministry; a witness, for a testimony. 
2. The ministry is related mainly to the work, to what a minister does; a testimony is 

related to the person, to what a person is. 
3. Paul was a witness of the things in which he had seen the Lord and of the things in 

which the Lord would appear to him—v. 16. 
Acts 26:16 But rise up and stand on your feet; for I have appeared to you for this purpose, 

to appoint you as a minister and a witness both of the things in which you have 
seen Me and of the things in which I will appear to you; 

E. In His ascension the Lord carries out His ministry in the heavens through witnesses, who 
testify of Him in His resurrection life and with His ascension power and authority—1:8; 
2:32-36; 40; 4:33. 
Acts 1:8 But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, and you shall be 

My witnesses both in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and unto the uttermost 
part of the earth. 

Acts 2:32 This Jesus God has raised up, of which we all are witnesses. 
Acts 2:33 Therefore having been exalted to the right hand of God and having received the 

promise of the Holy Spirit from the Father, He has poured out this which you both see 
and hear. 

Acts 2:34 For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he himself says, "The Lord said to my 
Lord, Sit at My right hand 

Acts 2:35 Until I set Your enemies as a footstool for Your feet." 
Acts 2:36 Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made Him both 

Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you have crucified. 
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Acts 2:40 And with many other words he solemnly testified and exhorted them, saying, Be 
saved from this crooked generation. 

Acts 4:33 And with great power the apostles gave testimony of the resurrection of the Lord 
Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 

 

II. The Christ revealed in Acts is in resurrection—1:3; 2:32; 3:15; 4:33: 
Acts 1:3 To whom also He presented Himself alive after His suffering by many irrefutable proofs, 

appearing to them through a period of forty days and speaking the things concerning the 
kingdom of God. 

Acts 2:32 This Jesus God has raised up, of which we all are witnesses. 
Acts 3:15 And the Author of life you killed, whom God has raised from the dead, of which we are 

witnesses. 
Acts 4:33 And with great power the apostles gave testimony of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and 

great grace was upon them all. 
A. Through death Christ entered into another realm, the realm of resurrection: 

1. Because Christ is the living One with an indestructible life, death is not able to hold 
Him—Heb. 7:16; Acts 2:24. 
Heb 7:16 Who has been appointed not according to the law of a fleshy commandment 

but according to the power of an indestructible life. 
Acts 2:24 Whom God has raised up, having loosed the pangs of death, since it was not 

possible for Him to be held by it. 
2. He delivered Himself to death, but death had no way to retain Him; rather, death was 

defeated by Him, and He rose up from it. 
B. We need to know Christ in the power, sphere, and element of His resurrection—Phil. 3:10-

11. 
Phil 3:10 To know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, 

being conformed to His death, 
Phil 3:11 If perhaps I may attain to the out-resurrection from the dead. 

C. Christ’s resurrection was the focus of the apostles’ testimony—Acts 1:22; 2:32; 3:13, 15, 
26; 4:33; 10:39-40; 13:33; 17:3, 18: 
Acts 1:22 Beginning from the baptism of John until the day on which He was taken up from us, 

one of these should become a witness of His resurrection with us. 
Acts 2:32 This Jesus God has raised up, of which we all are witnesses. 
Acts 3:13 The God of Abraham and Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified His 

Servant Jesus, whom you delivered up and denied in the presence of Pilate, when he 
had decided to release Him. 

Acts 3:15 And the Author of life you killed, whom God has raised from the dead, of which we 
are witnesses. 

Acts 3:26 To you first, God, having raised up His Servant, has sent Him to bless you in turning 
each of you away from your wicked deeds. 

Acts 4:33 And with great power the apostles gave testimony of the resurrection of the Lord 
Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 

Acts 10:39 And we are witnesses of all the things which He did, both in the land of the Jews and 
in Jerusalem; whom also they did away with by hanging Him on a tree. 

Acts 10:40 This One, God raised on the third day; and He has made Him manifest, 
Acts 13:33 That God has fully fulfilled this promise to us their children in raising up Jesus, as it is 

also written in the second Psalm, "You are My Son; this day I have begotten You." 
Acts 17:3 Opening and setting before them that the Christ had to suffer and rise from the dead, 

and saying, This is the Christ, the Jesus whom I announce to you. 
Acts 17:18 And some of the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers also confronted him. And some 

said, What would this babbler wish to say? And others, He seems to be an 
announcer of foreign deities-because he was announcing Jesus and the resurrection 
as the gospel. 

1. God glorified His Servant Jesus through His resurrection and in His ascension—Luke 
24:26; Acts 3:13, 15, 26; 4:10, 33; 5:30-31. 
Luke 24:26 Was it not necessary for the Christ to suffer these things and enter into His 

glory? 
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Acts 3:13 The God of Abraham and Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified 
His Servant Jesus, whom you delivered up and denied in the presence of 
Pilate, when he had decided to release Him. 

Acts 3:15 And the Author of life you killed, whom God has raised from the dead, of which 
we are witnesses. 

Acts 3:26 To you first, God, having raised up His Servant, has sent Him to bless you in 
turning each of you away from your wicked deeds. 

Acts 4:10 Let it be known to you all and to all the people of Israel that in the name of 
Jesus Christ the Nazarene, whom you crucified and whom God has raised from 
the dead, in this name this man stands before you in good health. 

Acts 4:33 And with great power the apostles gave testimony of the resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 

Acts 5:30 The God of our fathers has raised Jesus, whom you slew by hanging Him on a 
tree. 

Acts 5:31 This One God has exalted to His right hand as Leader and Savior, to give 
repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 

2. The resurrection of the Lord Jesus points back to His incarnation, humanity, human 
living, and God-ordained death and points forward to His ascension, ministry and 
administration in heaven, and coming back—2:23; 1:9-11. 
Acts 2:23 This man, delivered up by the determined counsel and foreknowledge of God, 

you, through the hand of lawless men, nailed to a cross and killed; 
Acts 1:9 And when He had said these things, while they were looking on, He was lifted 

up, and a cloud took Him away from their sight. 
Acts 1:10 And while they were looking intently into heaven as He went, behold, two men 

in white clothing stood beside them, 
Acts 1:11 Who also said, Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This 

Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same 
way as you beheld Him going into heaven. 

 

III. The Christ revealed in Acts is in ascension—vv. 9-11; 2:32; 5:31: 
Acts 1:9 And when He had said these things, while they were looking on, He was lifted up, and a 

cloud took Him away from their sight. 
Acts 1:10 And while they were looking intently into heaven as He went, behold, two men in white 

clothing stood beside them, 
Acts 1:11 Who also said, Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who has 

been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you beheld Him going 
into heaven. 

Acts 2:32 This Jesus God has raised up, of which we all are witnesses. 
Acts 5:31 This One God has exalted to His right hand as Leader and Savior, to give repentance to 

Israel and forgiveness of sins. 
A. Whereas resurrection is a matter of life, Christ’s ascension is a matter of position, and 

position is a matter of authority. 
B. The Lord’s ascension was His initiation into His living and ministry in the heavens; this 

initiation brought Him into a new realm, that is, into the heavens where He now has His 
living and is ministering there. 

C. The Lord’s ascension brought Him into a new stage—the stage of a resurrected man living 
in the heavens as the center of God’s administration—Rev. 5:6: 
Rev 5:6 And I saw in the midst of the throne and of the four living creatures and in the midst of 

the elders a Lamb standing as having just been slain, having seven horns and seven 
eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth. 

1. This resurrected One is now sitting in the heavens to execute God’s administration—
Heb. 12:2. 
Heb 12:2 Looking away unto Jesus, the Author and Perfecter of our faith, who for the joy 

set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down on 
the right hand of the throne of God. 

2. The resurrected Christ ascended to the heavens to be exalted by God and to be given 
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the kingship, the lordship, and the headship over all things—Phil. 2:9-11; Eph. 1:22. 
Phil 2:9 Therefore also God highly exalted Him and bestowed on Him the name which 

is above every name, 
Phil 2:10 That in the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those who are in heaven 

and on earth and under the earth, 
Phil 2:11 And every tongue should openly confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory 

of God the Father. 
Eph 1:22 And He subjected all things under His feet and gave Him to be Head over all 

things to the church, 
3. The ascended Christ has also obtained the throne, the glory, and all the authority in 

the universe—Rev. 5:6; Heb. 1:3; 2:9; Matt. 28:18. 
Rev 5:6 And I saw in the midst of the throne and of the four living creatures and in the 

midst of the elders a Lamb standing as having just been slain, having seven 
horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth. 

Heb 1:3 Who, being the effulgence of His glory and the impress of His substance and 
upholding and bearing all things by the word of His power, having made 
purification of sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high; 

Heb 2:9 But we see Jesus, who was made a little inferior to the angels because of the 
suffering of death, crowned with glory and honor, so that by the grace of God 
He might taste death on behalf of everything. 

Matt 28:18 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, All authority has been given to Me 
in heaven and on earth. 

D. The ascended Christ is the Lord of all to possess all—Acts 2:36: 
Acts 2:36 Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made Him both 

Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you have crucified. 
1. The lordship of Christ is one of the most important aspects of what He has obtained in 

His ascension—10:36. 
Acts 10:36 The word which He sent to the sons of Israel in announcing the gospel of 

peace through Jesus Christ (this One is Lord of all) 
2. Since the lordship of Christ was fully established in His ascension, we—the members 

of His Body—need to realize this heavenly fact—Eph. 1:20-21. 
Eph 1:20 Which He caused to operate in Christ in raising Him from the dead and seating 

Him at His right hand in the heavenlies, 
Eph 1:21 Far above all rule and authority and power and lordship and every name that is 

named not only in this age but also in that which is to come; 
E. The ascended Christ is God’s Anointed to carry out God’s commission to work out the 

spreading of the gospel and the building up of the church—Acts 1:8. 
Acts 1:8 But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, and you shall be 

My witnesses both in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and unto the uttermost 
part of the earth. 

 

IV. The Christ revealed in Acts is the all-inclusive Christ—3:14-15, 25-26; 5:30-
32; 7:56; 10:36, 39-43; 16:31; 17:30-31; 20:28: 
Acts 3:14 But you denied the holy and righteous One and asked that a man who was a murderer be 

granted to you; 
Acts 3:15 And the Author of life you killed, whom God has raised from the dead, of which we are witnesses. 
Acts 3:25 You are the sons of the prophets and of the covenant which God covenanted with your 

fathers, saying to Abraham, "And in your seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed." 
Acts 3:26 To you first, God, having raised up His Servant, has sent Him to bless you in turning each 

of you away from your wicked deeds. 
Acts 5:30 The God of our fathers has raised Jesus, whom you slew by hanging Him on a tree. 
Acts 5:31 This One God has exalted to His right hand as Leader and Savior, to give repentance to 

Israel and forgiveness of sins. 
Acts 5:32 And we are witnesses of these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to 

those who obey Him. 
Acts 7:56 And he said, Behold, I see the heavens opened up and the Son of Man standing at the right 

hand of God. 
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Acts 10:36 The word which He sent to the sons of Israel in announcing the gospel of peace through 
Jesus Christ (this One is Lord of all) 

Acts 10:39 And we are witnesses of all the things which He did, both in the land of the Jews and in 
Jerusalem; whom also they did away with by hanging Him on a tree. 

Acts 10:40 This One, God raised on the third day; and He has made Him manifest, 
Acts 10:41 Not to all the people, but to witnesses appointed beforehand by God, to us, ones who ate 

and drank with Him after He rose from the dead. 
Acts 10:42 And He has charged us to proclaim to the people and solemnly testify that this is the One 

who was designated by God to be the Judge of the living and the dead. 
Acts 10:43 To this One all the prophets testify that through His name everyone who believes into Him 

will receive forgiveness of sins. 
Acts 16:31 And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus, and you shall be saved, you and your household. 
Acts 17:30 Therefore, having overlooked the times of ignorance, God now charges all men everywhere 

to repent, 
Acts 17:31 Because He has set a day in which He is to judge the world in righteousness by the man 

whom He has designated, having furnished proof to all by raising Him from the dead. 
Acts 20:28 Take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among whom the Holy Spirit has placed you 

as overseers to shepherd the church of God, which He obtained through His own blood. 
A. Christ is the Author of life—3:14-15: 

Acts 3:14 But you denied the holy and righteous One and asked that a man who was a 
murderer be granted to you; 

Acts 3:15 And the Author of life you killed, whom God has raised from the dead, of which we 
are witnesses. 

1. As indicated by the Greek word rendered “Author, ” Christ is the origin or Originator 
of life; He is the Author, the Chief Leader, of life—v. 15. 
Acts 3:15 And the Author of life you killed, whom God has raised from the dead, of which 

we are witnesses. 
2. In Acts 3 we see the imparting of life into others, which is to propagate Christ; for 

such a propagation, we need the Lord as the Author of life, the source of life. 
Acts 3 be omitted. 

3. As the Author of life, Christ is the holy and righteous One—v. 14. 
Acts 3:14 But you denied the holy and righteous One and asked that a man who was a 

murderer be granted to you; 
B. Christ is God’s Servant—vv. 25-26: 

Acts 3:25 You are the sons of the prophets and of the covenant which God covenanted with 
your fathers, saying to Abraham, "And in your seed shall all the families of the earth 
be blessed." 

Acts 3:26 To you first, God, having raised up His Servant, has sent Him to bless you in turning 
each of you away from your wicked deeds. 

1. God glorified His Servant Jesus through His resurrection and ascension—v. 13. 
Acts 3:13 The God of Abraham and Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified 

His Servant Jesus, whom you delivered up and denied in the presence of 
Pilate, when he had decided to release Him. 

2. As the seed of Abraham and the Servant of God, Christ is the One in whom all the 
families of the earth—all the races, colors, and nationalities—will be blessed—vv. 25-26. 
Acts 3:25 You are the sons of the prophets and of the covenant which God covenanted 

with your fathers, saying to Abraham, "And in your seed shall all the families of 
the earth be blessed." 

Acts 3:26 To you first, God, having raised up His Servant, has sent Him to bless you in 
turning each of you away from your wicked deeds. 

3. God sent back the ascended Christ as a blessing by pouring out the Spirit on the day 
of Pentecost; hence, the Spirit whom God poured out was the Christ whom God 
raised and exalted to the heavens—2:33; 3:13-15, 25-26. 
Acts 2:33 Therefore having been exalted to the right hand of God and having received 

the promise of the Holy Spirit from the Father, He has poured out this which 
you both see and hear. 
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Acts 3:13 The God of Abraham and Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified 
His Servant Jesus, whom you delivered up and denied in the presence of 
Pilate, when he had decided to release Him. 

Acts 3:14 But you denied the holy and righteous One and asked that a man who was a 
murderer be granted to you; 

Acts 3:15 And the Author of life you killed, whom God has raised from the dead, of which 
we are witnesses. 

Acts 3:25 You are the sons of the prophets and of the covenant which God covenanted 
with your fathers, saying to Abraham, "And in your seed shall all the families of 
the earth be blessed." 

Acts 3:26 To you first, God, having raised up His Servant, has sent Him to bless you in 
turning each of you away from your wicked deeds. 

C. Christ is the Leader and Savior—5:30-32: 
Acts 5:30 The God of our fathers has raised Jesus, whom you slew by hanging Him on a tree. 
Acts 5:31 This One God has exalted to His right hand as Leader and Savior, to give repentance 

to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 
Acts 5:32 And we are witnesses of these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given 

to those who obey Him. 
1. God exalted the man Jesus as the highest Leader, the Prince, the Ruler of the kings to rule 

over the world, and the Savior to save God’s chosen people—Rev. 1:5; 19:16; Acts 5:31. 
Rev 1:5 And from Jesus Christ, the faithful Witness, the Firstborn of the dead, and the 

Ruler of the kings of the earth. To Him who loves us and has released us from 
our sins by His blood 

Rev 19:16 And He has on His garment and on His thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS 
AND LORD OF LORDS. 

Acts 5:31 This One God has exalted to His right hand as Leader and Savior, to give 
repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 

2. Leader is related to His authority, and Savior is related to His salvation; He rules 
sovereignly over the earth with His authority that the environment might be fit for 
God’s chosen people to receive His salvation—cf. 17:26-27. 
Acts 17:26 And He made from one every nation of men to dwell on all the face of the 

earth, determining beforehand their appointed seasons and the boundaries of 
their dwelling, 

Acts 17:27 That they might seek God, if perhaps they might grope for Him and find Him, 
even though He is not far from each one of us; 

D. Christ is the Son of Man—7:56: 
Acts 7:56 And he said, Behold, I see the heavens opened up and the Son of Man standing at 

the right hand of God. 
1. Acts 7:56 reveals that Christ is the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God to be 

the comfort, encouragement, and strength to the one martyred for Him. 
Acts 7:56 And he said, Behold, I see the heavens opened up and the Son of Man 

standing at the right hand of God. 
2. Stephen saw the ascended Christ as the Son of Man; this indicates that the Christ who 

is in the heavens still has His humanity; He still possesses His human nature. 
E. Christ is God—20:28: 

Acts 20:28 Take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among whom the Holy Spirit has placed 
you as overseers to shepherd the church of God, which He obtained through His own 
blood. 

1. Christ as our God is the Purchaser of the church, having obtained the church with His 
own blood—v. 28. 
Acts 20:28 Take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among whom the Holy Spirit has 

placed you as overseers to shepherd the church of God, which He obtained 
through His own blood. 

2. God secured, purchased, and redeemed the church with “His own blood” (v. 28), “the 
blood of Jesus His Son”—1 John 1:7. 
Acts 20:28 Take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among whom the Holy Spirit has 
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placed you as overseers to shepherd the church of God, which He obtained 
through His own blood. 

1 John 1:7 But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one 
another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from every sin. 

3. Christ died on the cross as the God-man, and the blood that He shed there for our 
redemption was not only the blood of the man Jesus but also the blood of the God-man. 

4. The blood through which God obtained the church is God’s own blood. 
F. Christ is the Lord of all—Acts 10:36: 

Acts 10:36 The word which He sent to the sons of Israel in announcing the gospel of peace 
through Jesus Christ (this One is Lord of all) 

1. All in Acts 10:36 refers to all peoples—1 Tim. 2:4. 
Acts 10:36 The word which He sent to the sons of Israel in announcing the gospel of 

peace through Jesus Christ (this One is Lord of all) 
1 Tim 2:4 Who desires all men to be saved and to come to the full knowledge of the truth. 

2. The ascended Christ is the Lord of all the different races and peoples on earth; with 
Him, there is no respect of persons—Rev. 5:9. 
Rev 5:9 And they sing a new song, saying: You are worthy to take the scroll and to 

open its seals, for You were slain and have purchased for God by Your blood 
men out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation, 

G. Christ is the Judge—Acts 10:39-43: 
Acts 10:39 And we are witnesses of all the things which He did, both in the land of the Jews and 

in Jerusalem; whom also they did away with by hanging Him on a tree. 
Acts 10:40 This One, God raised on the third day; and He has made Him manifest, 
Acts 10:41 Not to all the people, but to witnesses appointed beforehand by God, to us, ones who 

ate and drank with Him after He rose from the dead. 
Acts 10:42 And He has charged us to proclaim to the people and solemnly testify that this is the 

One who was designated by God to be the Judge of the living and the dead. 
Acts 10:43 To this One all the prophets testify that through His name everyone who believes into 

Him will receive forgiveness of sins. 
1. Christ has been designated by God to be the Judge of the living and the dead—v. 42. 

Acts 10:42 And He has charged us to proclaim to the people and solemnly testify that this 
is the One who was designated by God to be the Judge of the living and the dead. 

2. Christ is a man to judge the world, designated by God in righteousness and proved by 
God’s raising Him from the dead—17:30-31. 
Acts 17:30 Therefore, having overlooked the times of ignorance, God now charges all men 

everywhere to repent, 
Acts 17:31 Because He has set a day in which He is to judge the world in righteousness 

by the man whom He has designated, having furnished proof to all by raising 
Him from the dead. 

H. Christ is the Lord Jesus, the object of the believers’ faith—16:31: 
Acts 16:31 And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus, and you shall be saved, you and your 

household. 
1. To believe in the gospel is mainly to believe in Jesus Christ—v. 31. 

Acts 16:31 And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus, and you shall be saved, you and 
your household. 

2. To believe in the Lord Jesus is to stand on the person of Christ and all that He has 
accomplished, both of which constitute the belief, the faith, of God’s New Testament 
economy—1 Tim. 1:4. 
1 Tim 1:4 Nor to give heed to myths and unending genealogies, which produce questionings 

rather than God's economy, which is in faith. 
 

Excerpts from the Ministry: 
 

CHRIST AS THE ONE IN ASCENSION 
 

After the resurrected Lord finished the forty-day training, He had the peace to leave the disciples. 
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Thus, He brought them all to the Mount of Olives where He was carried up into heaven (Acts 1:11-
12). His ascension brought Him into a new stage—the stage of a resurrected man living in the heavens 
to execute the things God determined on this earth. This resurrected One is now sitting in the heavens 
to execute God’s administration (2:36; Heb. 12:2). 

After the resurrected Christ breathed the life-giving Spirit into the disciples as life, life supply, 
and everything related to their inner man, they all became God-men, men who had been mingled with 
God. They were filled with the divine life essentially, but they were not yet qualified to carry out 
God’s economy. Therefore, the resurrected Christ had to ascend to the heavens to be exalted by God 
and to be given the kingship, the lordship, and the headship over all things. He also obtained the 
throne, the glory, and all the authority in the universe. While the one hundred twenty were praying on 
the earth for ten days, God was making the exalted Christ to be the King, the Lord, and the Head of all 
things. God was giving the authority, the throne, and glory to His exalted One—Christ as the One in 
ascension. 
 

Pouring Out the Holy Spirit 
 

As the One in ascension, Christ poured out the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:33) upon all flesh (v. 17a) to 
baptize all His believers into one Body (1:5; 1 Cor. 12:13). In Acts 2:33 Peter declared, “Therefore 
having been exalted to the right hand of God and having received the promise of the Holy Spirit from 
the Father, He has poured out this which you both see and hear.” The exalted Christ’s receiving of the 
promise of the Holy Spirit was actually the receiving of the Holy Spirit Himself. Christ was conceived 
of the Spirit essentially for His being in humanity, and He was anointed with the Spirit economically 
for His ministry among men. After His resurrection and ascension, He still needed to receive the Spirit 
economically again so that He might pour out this Spirit upon His Body to carry out on earth His 
heavenly ministry for the accomplishment of God’s New Testament economy. The same Spirit who 
was breathed into the believers essentially as life in Christ’s resurrection was poured out upon them 
economically by Christ in His ascension. In and after His ascension Christ received the all-inclusive 
Spirit from the Father economically and poured Him out upon the believers for their ministry and 
work. 

Christ poured out the Holy Spirit upon all flesh, that is, all fallen human beings, without 
distinction of sex, age, or status, in order to baptize all His believers into one Body (v. 17a; 1:5). It was 
through the Spirit that Christ as the Head of the Body baptized all His believers into His Body (Matt. 
3:11; Acts 1:5; 11:15-16; 1 Cor. 12:13). The New Testament reveals that Christ is the One who 
baptizes in the Holy Spirit (Matt. 3:11; Mark 1:8; Luke 3:16; John 1:33). Concerning the baptism in 
the Holy Spirit, the Lord Jesus said in Acts 1:5, “John baptized with water, but you shall be baptized in 
the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” This was accomplished in two steps, in two instances. First, 
on the day of Pentecost, Christ, the Head of the Body, having received the Spirit economically once 
again in ascension, baptized the Jewish believers into the Spirit. That was the first step, the first 
instance, of Christ baptizing the Body into the Spirit. Then in the house of Cornelius, Christ, the Head, 
baptized all the Gentile believers into the Spirit (10:44-47; 11:15-17). That was the second step, the 
second instance. By these two steps, these two instances, Christ the Head of the Body, baptized His 
entire Body into the Spirit once for all. 

Because Christ has baptized all His believers into His Body by means of the Spirit, Paul says in 1 
Corinthians 12:13, “In one Spirit we were all baptized into one Body.” The Spirit is the sphere and 
element of our spiritual baptism, and in such a Spirit we were all baptized into one organic entity, the 
Body of Christ. Therefore, we should all, regardless of our races, nationalities, and social ranks, be this 
one Body. Christ is the life and constituent of this Body, and the Spirit is the reality of Christ. In this 
one Spirit we were all baptized by Christ into this one living Body to express Christ. 

In this way the baptism in the Holy Spirit was accomplished once for all. Now what we need is 
not to be baptized in the Holy Spirit again but simply to experience the baptism already accomplished 
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in the Holy Spirit. Even as we need not be crucified again because of the finished work of Christ on 
the cross, so also we need not be baptized in the Holy Spirit again. Christ the Head has already 
baptized the whole Body in the Holy Spirit. We need only experience what the Head has already done 
to the Body. 

If we would experience the baptism in the Holy Spirit, we must first realize that the Lord has 
ascended, establishing His lordship and His headship (Acts 2:36). Because Christ was established as 
the Lord and Head, He poured down the Holy Spirit upon His Body (v. 33). Second, we must have a 
right relationship with the Body. Thus, we may tell the Lord as the Head that we know His Body, that 
we are regenerated members of His Body and are rightly related to it, and that on this standing we 
claim the baptism in the Holy Spirit already accomplished upon His Body. Then we will indeed 
experience the wonderful baptism in the Holy Spirit. If we do not understand the ascension of Christ 
or do not have a right standing with the Body, no matter how much we pray and tarry, it will be 
difficult to have the experience. Therefore, if we would experience the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, 
we must realize that Christ today is ascended and is the Lord and Head of all to the church, and we 
must stand in a right position in respect to the Body. 
 

Made Lord and Christ 
 

As the One in ascension, He was made Lord—the Lord of all to possess all (10:36)—and 
Christ—God’s Anointed to carry out God’s commission (Heb. 1:9). In fact, the pouring out of the 
Holy Spirit is a proof that God has exalted the Lord Jesus and has made Him both Lord and Christ. 
 

Lord, as the Lord of All to Possess All 
 

Acts 2:36 says, “Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made Him 
both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you have crucified.” As God, the Lord was the Lord all the 
time (Luke 1:43; John 11:21; 20:28). But as man, He was made the Lord in His ascension after He 
brought His humanity into God in His resurrection. God has always been the Lord, but now a man is 
on the throne as the Lord. After Jesus was crucified and buried, God resurrected Him and set Him at 
His right hand, making this Jesus, a Nazarene, the Lord of all the universe. For God to be the Lord, 
there is no need of any kind of inauguration. But for a small man from a lowly town in a despised 
country to be made the Lord requires a real inauguration. Now this man from Nazareth was 
inaugurated to be the Lord of all. By the ascension Peter realized that the very man Jesus, whom he 
had been following for three and a half years, was inaugurated to be Lord of all. Now the Lord of the 
universe, the Lord of heaven and of earth, is a real man whose name is Jesus. This is why we declare, 
“Jesus is Lord,” and why we call, “O Lord Jesus.” 

Christ in His ascension was inaugurated as Lord of all, not only of all men but also of all things 
(Acts 10:36). As the Lord, Christ now possesses the whole universe, God’s chosen people, and all 
positive things, matters, and persons. Christ is the Lord not only of God’s chosen people but also of 
the angels and of all those who will be in the millennium and in the new heaven and the new earth. 
Therefore, He is the Lord of the heavens, the earth, and everything and everyone He has redeemed. In 
ascension He is the Lord of all to possess all. 

The lordship of Christ is one of the most important aspects of what He has obtained in His 
ascension. Since the lordship of Christ was fully established in His ascension, we—the members of 
His Body identified with Christ the Head—only need to realize this heavenly fact (Eph. 1:20-23). 
Once we realize that Christ has obtained the lordship, we, the church as His Body, have to apply it. We 
may exercise His lordship through our prayer for believers and sinners who are in a poor condition 
(Matt. 18:18-19; 28:18-19). In our prayer for them, we should take the ground of His ascension, 
proclaim His lordship, and tell Him that His lordship must be exercised over them. In this kind of bold 
and extraordinary prayer, we claim what the Lord has obtained in His ascension—His lordship. 
Instead of begging the Lord to do something for us, we need to learn to pray by claiming what the 
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Lord has obtained in His ascension. 
 

Christ, as God’s Anointed to Carry Out God’s Commission 
 

Christ in His ascension has not only been made the Lord of all but also the Christ of God to work 
out the spreading of the gospel and the building up of the church that God’s chosen people may be 
saved and perfected for the constitution of the New Jerusalem to be God’s eternal habitation and 
manifestation according to God’s New Testament economy for God’s eternal satisfaction. As God’s 
sent and anointed One, He was Christ in eternity and from the time that He was born (Dan. 9:26; John 
1:41; Luke 2:11; Matt. 1:16). He was called Christ from His birth, was anointed at His baptism (3:13-
17), and was called the Christ by Peter: “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God” (16:16). This 
was for Him to accomplish the first part of God’s economy for the accomplishment of God’s 
redemption and the release of the divine life by His earthly ministry. But in His ascension He was 
officially inaugurated into the position of God’s Christ, God’s appointed One, to carry out the second 
part of God’s economy for the producing and the building up of the church by His heavenly ministry. 

Although He was anointed in His divinity in eternity and was anointed at His baptism, He was 
not officially inaugurated as the Christ until His ascension. When Jesus ascended on high, God made 
the appointment official. Christ has been not only chosen, appointed, and anointed by God but also 
inaugurated by God into His office. In this way God declared to the whole universe that this is the very 
One whom He appointed to accomplish His eternal plan, which is to build up His temple, the New 
Jerusalem. Therefore, as the One in ascension, Christ was made both Lord and Christ (Acts 2:36) that 
He might possess all and that He might carry out God’s commission through His heavenly ministry to 
accomplish God’s plan (10:36; Heb. 1:9). (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 2975-2980) 
 

CHRIST AS THE AUTHOR OF LIFE 
 

The Lord Jesus is the Author of life. As such, He is the origin or Originator of life, the holy and 
righteous One; He was killed by the Jewish leaders, raised from the dead by God, and witnessed by the 
disciples. 
 

The Origin or Originator of Life 
 

In Acts 3:14-15 Peter said to the Jewish people, “But you denied the holy and righteous One and 
asked that a man who was a murderer be granted to you; and the Author of life you killed, whom God 
has raised from the dead, of which we are witnesses.” The Greek word rendered “Author” is archegos, 
meaning “author,” “origin,” “originator,” “chief leader,” “captain.” In 3:15 it denotes Christ as the 
origin or Originator of life, hence the Author of life, in contrast to the murderer. According to this 
verse Peter indicates that Christ is the source, the origin, and the Initiator of life; He is the Author, the 
Chief Leader, in life. Here we see the imparting of life into others, which is to propagate Christ. For 
such a propagation, we need the Lord as the Author of life, as the source of life. 
 

The Holy and Righteous One 
 

Christ as the Author of life is also the holy and righteous One. According to 3:14 the Lord is the 
holy One. In this verse holy indicates that Jesus, the Nazarene, the One despised by the Jewish leaders, 
was absolutely for God and separated unto Him. Furthermore, He was absolutely one with God. 
According to the denotation of the word holy in the Bible, it signifies one who is absolutely unto God, 
who is absolutely for God, and who is absolutely one with God. In all of human history only the Lord 
Jesus is such a One. Throughout His entire life the Lord Jesus was absolutely separated unto God, for 
God, and one with God. There was never an instant when He was not absolutely for God and one with 
Him. Therefore, He is called the holy One. He alone deserves the title the holy One. 

In 3:14 Peter called the Lord Jesus not only the holy One but also the righteous One. To be 
righteous is to be right with God and also with everyone and with everything. Only the Lord Jesus can 
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be called the righteous One, because only He is right with God and with everyone and everything. In 
ourselves we are not right with God, with others, or even with things. We, therefore, cannot be the 
righteous One. 

As the righteous One, the Lord Jesus is the right One. He was never wrong with God or with 
anyone or anything. Consider the time when He cleansed the temple: “He found in the temple those 
selling oxen and sheep and doves, and the moneychangers sitting there. And having made a whip out 
of cords, He drove them all out of the temple, as well as the sheep and the oxen, and He poured out the 
money of the moneychangers and overturned their tables. And to those who were selling the doves He 
said, Take these things away from here; do not make My Father’s house a house of merchandise” 
(John 2:14-16). The Lord Jesus certainly was right in doing this. If He had not done it, He would have 
been behaving like a politician. The Lord saw the sinful situation, and He was indignant. As the 
righteous One, the Lord cleansed the temple in a righteous way. He was never wrong, for He was 
always the righteous One. As the righteous One, He is right with God, with man, and with everything 
in the heavens and on the earth. 
 

Killed by the Jewish Leaders, Raised from the Dead by God, 
and Witnessed by the Disciples 

 

Peter wanted the people to realize that the One the Jewish leaders killed is the Author of life. 
Although He was killed, God raised Him from the dead. Regarding the Lord as a man, the New 
Testament says that God raised Him from the dead (Rom. 8:11). But considering Him as God, it tells 
us that He Himself rose from the dead (14:9). Furthermore, the apostles, the disciples, were witnesses 
of the resurrected Christ, bearing witness of His resurrection, which is the crucial focus in the carrying 
out of God’s New Testament economy. 
 

CHRIST AS GOD’S SERVANT 
 

As God’s Servant, Christ was raised up by God to bring the blessing covenanted to Abraham, 
first to the Jews, the chosen people of God, that they may turn away from their wickedness. 
 

Raised Up by God to Bring the Blessing Covenanted to Abraham 
 

In Acts 3:25-26 Peter said, “You are the sons of the prophets and of the covenant which God 
covenanted with your fathers, saying to Abraham, ‘And in your seed shall all the families of the earth 
be blessed.’ To you first, God, having raised up His Servant, has sent Him to bless you in turning each 
of you away from your wicked deeds.” Here the “seed” of Abraham in whom all the nations of the 
earth will be blessed refers to Christ (Gal. 3:16). Christ is the One in whom all the families of the 
earth, all races, colors, and nationalities, will be blessed. Furthermore, God sent back the ascended 
Christ first to the Jews by pouring out His Spirit on the day of Pentecost. Hence, the very Spirit whom 
God poured out is the very Christ whom God raised and exalted to the heavens. When the apostles 
preached and ministered this Christ, the Spirit was ministered to people. 

At the time Peter was speaking the word recorded in Acts 3:26, Christ, God’s Servant, had 
ascended to the heavens and was still there. Nevertheless, Peter told the people that God had sent 
Christ to bless them. What does this mean? Actually, God has received Christ into the heavens. But 
here Peter said that God has sent this ascended One to the people. In what way did God send the 
ascended Christ to the Jews? God sent Him by pouring out the Spirit. This implies that the outpoured 
Spirit is actually the ascended Christ Himself. When the outpoured Spirit came to the people, that was 
Christ, the ascended One, sent by God to them. From this we see that the poured-out Spirit is identical 
to the ascended Christ. In God’s economy, for the experience of His people, the ascended Christ and 
the poured-out Spirit are one. In God’s economy Christ and the Spirit are one for our enjoyment. 
 

First to the Jews, the Chosen People of God, 
That They May Turn Away from Their Wickedness 
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In these verses, Peter indicates that God has sent His Servant first to the Jews to bless them by 
pouring out His Spirit to them. Now they need to receive this One. He is not far from them. Although 
He is in the heavens, economically He is among them as the poured-out Spirit to bless them. If they 
call on the name of the Lord Jesus, they will receive His person—the Holy Spirit. Then they will have 
God’s blessing. This is the way for us to receive the blessing God intends to give us by sending the 
ascended Christ back to us as the life-giving Spirit. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 2981-
2984) 
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