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Week Five

God’s Desire for All His People
to Be Today’s Nazarites

EM Hymns: 445
Scripture Reading: Num. 6:1-9; Rev. 1:2; 19:10

Outline
Day 1

Among the human race, the unique Nazarite is the Lord
Jesus; hence, a Nazarite is a type of Christ in His living
absolutely for God in His humanity—]John 5:30; Phil. 2:8;
cf. Matt. 11:28-30; Eph. 4:20-21; John 6:57:

A.In His human living, the Lord Jesus ate butter (the richest grace) and

honey (the sweetest love) all the days of His life; this richest grace and
sweetest love of the Father enabled Him to choose the good things of the
Father’s will and refuse the evil—Isa. 7:14-15; Matt. 11:25-26; 14:22-23;
26:39; Mark 1:35; Luke 5:16.

B.The reason anyone can choose the Father’s will and give up something,

deny himself, or choose the difficult thing is that behind him there is the
great and reinforcing power of the enjoyment of Christ as the richest
grace and the sweetest love—John 1:17; Rom. 5:17; 2 Tim. 2:1; 2 Cor.
5:14-15; Gal. 2:20; Rom. 8:37; 12:1-2.
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ANAHEHRITA G TRARLE@IA; EE Il God desires that all His people be Nazarites; to be a
mE AR A B3 BRI R A XA, A Nazarite is to be sanctified, separated, absolutely and
Bk LM, RATAEANGEY, RA ultimately to God, that is, to be for nothing other than
EAY, PR E A G R E—INER A LI — R God and for nothing other than His satisfaction—the
~1~2 #X=25~26, 5—2,.9~ testimony of Jesus—Num. 6:1-2; Psa. 73:25-26; Rev. 1:2,
13, +/ 10, 2K = 2: 9-13; 19:10; cf. Num. 2:2:

— Ry RAEM L RRA XA T, kIE2 % A Abstaining from wine and anything related to its source signifies

EF B ELAERE—3~4, £2F—0n abstaining from all kinds of earthly enjoyment and pleasure—6:3-4; cf.

15, %+ 19: Psa. 104:15; Eccl. 10:19:

1 ZHEANETEEMEE BN Z RS RHE—ER — 1. A Nazarite is altogether separated from anything of earthly pleasures—Luke
46 ~ 49> MfE7N 14~ 1 HElU4» 29515 - 2:46-49; 2 Cor. 6:14—7:1; James 4:4; 1 John 2:15.

2 BN TR R ZAZ BBERATHHE (R EE AR 2. We must enjoy Christ as our new wine (God’s invigorating life and
BN SS N E ) o FERIIEEFEL cheering love) day by day so that we can be poured out to God as a drink
BREEZETH > (FE — AL 17 —20 W10 £+ offering for His satisfaction—Matt. 9:17; S. S. 1:2; 4:10; Judg. 9:13; 2 Tim.
113 $EMY6 0 fE— 17 ¢ 4:6; Phil. 2:17.

J& = Day 3

Z ARTRK, RELRTHFLEEIHIR, 77&%45  B.Notshaving the head signifies not rejecting but being absolutely
JRAN, A Z R AY BT IR 2 69 — I KR A AR— R subject to the headship of the Lord as well as to all deputy authorities
~5 F+=1~21L $#n21 23 =1, % appointed by God—Num. 6:5; Rom. 13:1-2a; Eph. 5:21, 23; 6:1; Heb.

+=17, KaTH 5: 13:17; 1 Pet. 5:5:

1 “FEUEMEERSUEZ ) it 2E S5 1. “All things cohere in Him; and He is the Head of the Body, the church...that
e R DAE AR EEN —P5— 17 ~ 18 ¢ He Himself might have the first place in all things”—Col. 1:17-18.

2 “BETH AT 2EBEETNF BT F 2. “Holding the Head, out from whom all the Body, being richly supplied and
BEAELN > FREE—E > BEDIERVIE KRR — knit together by means of the joints and sinews, grows with the growth of
—19- God"—2:19.
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3. To be filled with Christ is to be filled with submission, having a submissive
spirit, standing, atmosphere, and intention; if you are such a person, there
will be a great blessing for you and your future—Phil. 2:8-9; Eph. 5:18-21.

4.1t is a great blessing to be under the Lord’s headship—even to be under
someone, some thing, or some environment—3:1; 4:1; 6:20.

5.In submission there is power—Judg. 16:17.
Day 4

C. Not being defiled by the death of his blood relatives, but remaining in his
separation to be holy to God, signifies that a Nazarite overcomes natural
affection—Num. 6:7:

1. God does not want us to love with our natural love but with Him as our
love—Matt. 12:48-50; Phil. 2:21; 1 Cor. 13:4-8, 13; 2 Tim. 1:7.

2. The problem between Paul and Barnabas was caused by the natural life with
natural relationships—Lev. 2:11; Acts 15:35-39; Col. 4:10.

3. We need to separate ourselves from everything of our natural man with its
natural enthusiasm, natural affection, natural strength, and natural ability
so that we may live by the Spirit, walk by the Spirit, and serve by the Spirit,
doing everything by the Spirit in our spirit for God’s unique testimony—Lev.
10:1-11; Gal. 5:25; Phil. 3:3; Rom. 1:9; 8:4; Zech. 4:6.

D.Not coming near a dead person or not being defiled by the sudden death
of one beside him signifies that a Nazarite is separated from death—Num.
6:6-9:

1. The most hateful thing in the eyes of God is death—Rev. 3:4; Lev. 11:31.
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2. Different kinds of spiritual death may spread among God’s people in the
church life—wild death (the carcasses of beasts), mild death (the carcasses
of cattle), or subtle death (the carcasses of creeping things)—5:2; cf. 1 John
5:16a.
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3.In order to be saved from death, we must set our mind on the spirit, paying
attention to our spirit, caring for our spirit, and using our spirit—Rom. 8:6.

4.1n order to be saved from death, we must be filled with “anti-death, ” filled
with Christ as the life-giving Spirit by exercising our spirit to pray—v. 11;
Eph. 6:18.

5.1f we are defiled by some unexpected deadness, we need to have a new start
with a new consecration by re-separating ourselves to the Lord—Num. 6:9-
14a; cf. 1 Sam. 1:11; 2:11.

Day 5

III. There is a contrast in the Scriptures of two Nazarites—
Samuel and Samson:

A.Samuel is a positive pattern of a faithful Nazarite—1 Sam. 1:11, 28; 2:28,
35; 3:20; 7:15:
1. Hannah's prayer was an echo, a speaking out, of the heart’s desire of God; it

was a human cooperation with the divine move for the carrying out of God’s
eternal economy:

a. God could motivate Hannah as a person who was one with Him on the line of
life; as long as God can gain such a person, He has a way on earth.

b. Hannah's prayer indicates that God’s move with His answer to Hannah'’s
prayer (1:10-17) was to produce a Nazarite who was absolute for the fulfilling
of God’s desire; a Nazarite is one who is consecrated to God absolutely, one
who takes God as the Head, considering God his Husband, and one who has
no interest in the enjoyment of worldly pleasures.

2. Samuel was one with God on earth; he began to minister as the acting God,
the representative of the very God in heaven to rule over His people on
earth—7:3.
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3.In God’s ordination Samuel was a new priest and a prophet, whose speaking
changed the age, not through revolution but through divine revelation, to
bring in the kingship:

a. Samuel ministered as a Nazarite consecrated to God absolutely for God’s
fulfillment of His economy, a volunteer to replace any official and formal
serving ones of God—1:11, 28a.

b. Samuel ministered as a God-honoring, God-pleasing priest to replace the stale
and degraded priesthood—2:30, 35; cf. Judg. 9:9, 13; Deut. 34:7.

c. Samuel ministered as a prophet to speak the word of God when the word of
Jehovah was rare and visions were not widespread—1 Sam. 3:1-10, 19-21.

d. Samuel ministered as a judge in the reality of the kingship to replace the
judging of the people by the old and stale priesthood—7:15-17.

e. Samuel ministered as a man of prayer, praying for God’s elect to be kept in
the way of God that God’s desire of His will in them might be fulfilled—8:6;
12:20-25; 15:11.

Day 6
4. Samuel was a man according to God’s heart—God’s heart was duplicated in

him, and he was pure and single—cf. Matt. 5:8; 6:22-23; 2 Tim. 2:22.

5. Samuel’s whole being and person, not just his doing, living, and work were
according to God; his being and God’s heart were one; he was the acting God
on the earth.

6. God’s mind was Samuel’s consideration; he had no other thought or
consideration.

7. He was altogether not self-seeking; he never sought to gain anything for
himself—cf. Matt. 16:24; Luke 9:23-25.

8. He had no heart for anything besides God’s heart and God’s elect; his heart
was a reflection of God’s heart (cf. 2 Cor. 3:16-18), and his living and working
were for the carrying out of whatever was in God’s heart.
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9. Because Samuel had no heart to build up a kingdom for his descendants, it was
easy for God to bring in the kingdom; thus, Samuel was one who turned the age.

10. Although it was not easy for Samuel to stand for God in his particular
environment, he cared for God’s interest and turned the age; according to the
Old Testament, Samuel is ranked with Moses in being for God and for God’s
interest—]Jer. 15:1.

B.Samson is a negative example of a Nazarite—Judg. 13:3-5; 1 Cor. 10:6:

1. His origin was a miracle initiated by the appearing of the Angel of Jehovah—
Judg. 13:3.

2. Samson was sanctified in his mother’s womb to be a Nazarite—wvv. 3, 5.

3. He grew up and was clean and pure according to God’s ordination—vv. 4-5.

4. Samson was empowered by the Spirit of God as the holy, economical Spirit—v.
25; 14:5-6, 19.

5.Samson is an illustration of one who moved in the Spirit of power but not in
the Spirit of life; he was very powerful, yet with him we cannot see anything
of life.

6. Samson failed in not contacting God and in indulging in fleshly lusts—v. 1:

a. He was not genuine in seeking for a spouse; rather, his contacting of women
was to indulge his lusts—vv. 1-3, 10-17; 16:1-20a.

b. Although he had been empowered by God, he was damaged to the uttermost
because of his indulgence in lust.

c. Ultimately, Jehovah left him, and he came to a miserable ending because he
did not know how to restrain the lust of his flesh—cf. 2 Tim. 2:22.

7. A Nazarite does not need the Spirit of God rushing upon him (Judg. 14:6, 19);
rather, a Nazarite needs a heart that is a reflection of God’s heart.
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« WEEK S5 —DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment

Num. 6:2 Speak to the children of Israel and say to them, When a man
or a woman makes a special vow, the vow of a Nazarite, to separate
himself to Jehovah.

Isa. 7:15 He will eat curds and honey until he knows how to refuse evil and
choose good.

According to typology, among the human race the unique Nazarite is the Lord
Jesus. Hence, a Nazarite is a type of Christ. A Nazarite signifies the Lord Jesus in
His living for God in His humanity. (Life-study of Numbers, p. 56)

Today’s Reading

In reading the four Gospels, we can see how good and perfect the outward
living of the Lord was. Yet from the four Gospels, we cannot tell why the Lord
had such a superb outward living...Isaiah 7:15 gives us the reason He had such a
living. Why was He able to refuse the evil and choose the good? How did He know
to reject the world and choose God’s will? How did He know to reject glory from
men and choose glory from God? We can find out the answer to these questions
from Isaiah 7. Verse 14 says, “Behold, the virgin will conceive and will bear a son,
and she will call his name Immanuel.” We know that this refers to the Lord Jesus.
Unfortunately, many people have dropped verse 15...Not only does verse 14 refer
to the Lord, but...verse 15 also refers to Him. Verse 15 tells us that He ate butter
and honey all His life. Because He ate butter and honey all His life, He was able
to choose the good things and refuse the bad things. This is why He could obey
God, seek for His glory, and win His heart. What is the significance of butter and
honey?...Butter is the richest food, while honey is the sweetest food. The Lord
Jesus ate the richest and sweetest food throughout His life. This is why He could
reject the evil and choose the good.
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The Bible tells us what the richest thing is. It is God’s grace. The Bible also
tells us what the sweetest thing is. It is God’s love. All the time, God placed before
Christ the rich grace and gave Him to taste the sweet love. This is why He could
obey God and choose His will. This is why He could reject the evil and choose the
good. Today we will consider a little how the Lord ate butter and honey, and how
He rejected the evil and chose the good.

At the age of twelve, our Lord went with His parents to Jerusalem to keep the
feast. After the feast His parents returned, but He remained in Jerusalem without
their knowing about it. Later His parents returned to Jerusalem to look for Him.
After three days they found Him in the temple. His mother said, “Child, why have
You treated us like this? Behold, Your father and I, being greatly distressed, have
been seeking You” [Luke 2:48]. The Lord did not answer saying, “Do you not know
that I should do My Father’s will?” Instead, He answered, saying, “Did you not
know that I must be in the things of My Father?” [v. 49]. The Lord had eaten the
butter and the honey. At the age of twelve, the Lord knew the Father already. He
had the heavenly butter and honey. He had received the richest and the sweetest
and was living in God’s will. If it were us, we might have said, “Go back to Nazareth
to care for your carpentry and your housework. I will not go. Let me stay in the
temple.” Our Lord did not behave this way. He spoke, and He testified; yet He went
back with them. After they returned to Nazareth, He was subject to them. The
reason He could choose the difficult thing was that God had given Him the richest
and sweetest taste.

Mary bothered the Lord all the time. When the wine ran out, she told Him, “They
have no wine” (John 2:3). While He was preaching to many people, she would
come to speak with Him (Matt. 12:46). Yet the Bible says that “He went down
with them and came to Nazareth, and was subject to them” [Luke 2:51]. This was
the Lord’s choice. It was something that others would find hard to do...But He
chose to return with [his parents] and to live with [them]. The reason for this is
that He had eaten butter and honey and was able to choose what was otherwise
unbearable to men. (CWWN, vol. 17, “The Power of Choosing,” pp. 111-113)

Further Reading: CWWN, vol. 17, pp. 111-120
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« WEEK 5 — DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

Num. 6:3-4 He shall separate himself from wine and strong drink; he shall
drink no vinegar of wine or vinegar of strong drink, nor shall he drink
any juice of grapes, nor eat fresh or dried grapes. All the days of his
separation he shall eat nothing that is produced by the grape vine, from
the seeds even to the skin.

God desires that all of His people be Nazarites. To be a Nazarite is to be
sanctified absolutely and ultimately to God. To be sanctified in this way is to be for
nothing other than God.

God wants His people to be clean, righteous, and faithful...God wants us to
love only Him, to love Him with our heart, with our mind, emotion, and will, and
with our physical strength (Mark 12:30). He wants us to have no one else and
nothing else other than Him as our first love and our unique love. Even if we love
Him in such a way, we still may not be absolutely and ultimately for Him. The
matter of the Nazarite is a test of our absoluteness. If we would be a Nazarite, we
must be absolutely, utterly, and ultimately for God. (Life-study of Numbers, pp.
55-56)

Today’s Reading

Numbers 6:2 speaks of a man or a woman making “a special vow, the vow
of a Nazarite, to separate himself to Jehovah.” Here we see that a Nazarite is
sanctified by making a special vow to separate himself to God. At times we might
have made a vow to the Lord, but it might not have been very strong or absolute,
and we might not have kept it. Can you make a vow and be faithful to it for your
whole life?

There is a difference between separation and sanctification. Separation is on
the negative side, and sanctification is on the positive side. On the negative side, we
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separate ourselves from the worldly people. On the positive side, we sanctify ourselves;
that is, we give ourselves to God. First we are separated, and then we are sanctified.

The priests, who are such by birth, are ordained by God out of His initiation.
A priest must be a Nazarite, a person absolutely for God. This is according to
God’s ordination. One’s becoming a priest is a matter of God’s initiation; it does
not depend on what the person does but on what God does concerning him.
The Nazarite, who becomes such by a vow, is separated to God by himself out of
his initiation. This means that a person is not a Nazarite by birth but can make
himself a Nazarite by making a special vow. Thus, the priests are ordained by God
out of His initiation, but the Nazarites become such by a vow out of their own
initiation. Today we are in the Lord’s recovery out of God’s initiation and also out
of our initiation. Both are needed.

The accomplishment of God’s purpose requires man’s cooperation to
complement God’s ordination. This is illustrated by the case of Samuel. Samuel
was a Nazarite who complemented the deficient Eli, a priest ordained by
God...Samuel, out of his own initiation, came in to fill up the gap caused by Eli’s
deficiencies and thereby to complement the deficient Eli.

[In Numbers 6:3 and 4] we see that a Nazarite had to abstain from wine
and anything related to its source. This signifies abstaining from the earthly
enjoyment and pleasure (cf. Psa. 104:15; Eccl. 10:19). To abstain from all kinds of
wine is to abstain from all kinds of earthly enjoyment and pleasure.

We should be careful of anything earthly that makes us happy. Earthly pleasure
leads to lustful conduct and to a lustful intention. Earthly enjoyment and pleasure
would defile a Nazarite. A Nazarite had to abstain from vinegar made from wine,
from the juice of grapes, and from grapes fresh or dried....Vinegar is classified
with wine because the source is the same. Wine, vinegar, and grape juice are all
prohibited. From this we see that the one who is absolute for God is altogether
separated from anything of earthly pleasures. This shows the absoluteness of the
Nazarite. (Life-study of Numbers, pp. 56-58)

Further Reading: Life-study of Numbers, msg. 8
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« WEEK 5 — DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

1 Cor. 11:3 But | want you to know that Christ is the head of every man,
and the man is the head of the woman...6 ...But if it is shameful for a
woman to have her hair cut off or to be shaved, let her be covered.

Col. 2:19 And not holding the Head, out from whom all the Body, being
richly supplied and knit together by means of the joints and sinews,
grows with the growth of God.

[Numbers 6:5 says], “All the days of his vow of separation no razor shall pass
over his head. He shall be holy until the days are fulfilled for which he separated
himself to Jehovah; he shall let the locks of the hair of his head grow long.”
Not shaving the head signifies not rejecting the headship of the Lord (cf. 1 Cor.
11:3, 6).

To be a Nazarite we must take care of two things. First, we must have nothing
to do with earthly pleasure. Second, we must be absolutely under authority,
absolutely under the headship. The shaving of one’s head signifies the rejecting of
the headship of the Lord. Spiritually speaking, for us to shave our head means that
we cast off the Lord’s authority over us. The Nazarite was to let his hair grow long
(freely); that is, he was to remain in subjection to the Lord’s headship, wherein is
the power (Judg. 16:17). (Life-study of Numbers, p. 58)

Today’s Reading

Today is a day of lawlessness. If we were to do away with the police and close
the courts, society would be full of robbers and murderers. We could not bear to
live in such an intolerable situation. The United States of America has an excellent
constitution, and based upon this constitution there are strong laws and many
courts to see that these laws are carried out. Everyone who appears in a court
of law must submit to the laws of the United States government. Otherwise, the
entire society would be destroyed.
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The fallen race is a rebellious race. The rebellious nature is still within us. Thus,
it would be dangerous to be in a situation in which there is no deputy authority.
This was the reason God established human government (Gen. 9:5-6). The entire
government is a deputy authority representing God’s authority. Speaking of this,
Paul says, “Let every person be subject to the authorities over him, for there is no
authority except from God, and those which exist are ordained by God. So then
he who resists the authority opposes God’s ordination” (Rom. 13:1-2a). Teachers,
employers, and police officers are deputy authorities. Everywhere on earth there
is deputy authority.

Let us apply this matter of deputy authority to the church. Is there deputy
authority in the church? If there is no deputy authority in the church, why are
there elders? Recently, some have said that there is no deputy authority in the
New Testament. If such a claim is true, why does the New Testament tell us that
there are elders in the churches? Surely, Christ is the Head, and the authority is
the Spirit, but we still need elders in the church. Without elders, the church would
be in anarchy.

There is also deputy authority in our family life. The parents are the deputy
authority to the children (Eph. 6:1), and the husbands are the deputy authority to
the wives (5:23). Paul even says that a wife should fear her husband (v. 33). For a
wife to fear her husband means that she takes him as the deputy authority. Even
in a small family there is deputy authority. Then how much more should there be
deputy authority in the church!

Two particular characteristics, or two signs, of a Nazarite are, first, that he
does not touch any worldly pleasure and, second, that he always keeps himself
under some authority. These are solemn matters. As those who would be absolute
for God, we must abstain from earthly pleasure. Furthermore, we must not shave
our head; that is, we must respect authority and remain under the headship of
our Lord in every way. (Life-study of Numbers, pp. 58-59)

Further Reading: Life-study of Numbers, msg. 8
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<« WEEK 5 —DAY 4 »

Morning Nourishment

Num. 6:6-7 All the days that he separates himself to Jehovah he shall not
come near a dead person. He shall not make himself unclean for his
father or for his mother, for his brother or for his sister, when they die,
because his separation to God is upon his head.

A Nazarite must not touch anything dead so that he might not be defiled. The most
hateful thing in the eyes of God is death, and a Nazarite must not be defiled by it. A
Nazarite should not be defiled by the death of...the relatives closest to him but should
remain in his separation to be holy to God (Num. 6:6-8). Even the death of his father
and mother should not defile him. This signifies that we should not be defiled from
the deadness that comes through natural affection, but should keep ourselves clean in
our sanctification. A Nazarite must remain fully sanctified, separated to God from all
things, and should continually cleave to God. (Life-study of Numbers, pp. 61-62)

Today’s Reading

A Nazarite had to abstain from earthly pleasure and not be defiled by the
deadness that comes through natural affection. Pleasure is a matter of enjoyment,
and natural affection is a matter of love.

If the head of a Nazarite’s separation was defiled by the sudden death of
one beside him, he was to be cleansed on the seventh day (the last day of his
separation—Acts 21:27) by shaving his head (Num. 6:9-12). This indicates
that if we are defiled by some unexpected deadness, we should be cleansed by
reseparating ourselves to the Lord.

Humanly speaking, it would not be the fault of a Nazarite if one beside him
died suddenly. Nevertheless, such a sudden death would defile the Nazarite, and
the Nazarite was held responsible for this defilement. Today we are living among
others, and we cannot predict when, spiritually speaking, someone will die beside
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us. If we are defiled by unexpected deadness, we need to have a new start. We
need to be cleansed by reseparating ourselves to the Lord.

We do not realize how dirty and defiling death is...In the church life, sin may
come in to defile the church and damage the saints, but more often we are defiled
by death. Death is something hidden. Often death is right beside us, yet we have
no consciousness of it or feeling concerning it and become defiled by it.

How can we know that we have been defiled by death? We know this by having
a sense, or feeling, of deadness. Sin brings in condemnation, which affects our
conscience. However, death is not a matter of condemnation...Rather, death is a
matter that deadens us and makes us dead.

If we are living in the Spirit in every way, when we come to a meeting, we may
immediately have the sense that deadness is there. We may realize not only that
the meeting is low and slow but that in the meeting there is deadness hidden
beneath the surface. At such a time we need to pray very much to counter that
deadening situation: “Lord, cover me with Your blood against any deadening,
against any spiritual deadness.” We must fight against deadness. We must be those
who are full of life, which is “anti-death.” This depends on how much we exercise
our spirit to pray, not in a general way but with a prayer that fights against the
enemy.

Sin is of Satan (John 8:44), who is also the source of death (Heb. 2:14). With
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, there is evil; however, the result of
partaking of this tree is not evil—it is death. When we eat of the tree of life,
the result is life. In the church life we must constantly fight against death. For
example, if in the prayer meeting death makes it difficult for us to pray, we need to
fight against death and its influence.

The Nazarites...are very vigilant, full of feeling for the war against death. In
every church there is the need of the sense, the consciousness, of death so that we
may fight against it. (Life-study of Numbers, pp. 62-65)

Further Reading: Life-study of Numbers, msgs. 9-10
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<« WEEK 5 — DAY 5 »

Morning Nourishment

1 Sam. 1:11 And she made a vow and said, O Jehovah of hosts, if You...give
to Your female servant a male child, then | will give him to Jehovah for
all the days of his life, and no razor will come upon his head.

2:35 And | will raise up for Myself a faithful priest...

3:20 And all Israel...knew that Samuel had been established as a prophet
of Jehovah.

7:15 And Samuel judged Israel all the days of his life.

On the human side, Samuel’s origin was his God-worshipping parents,
especially his God-seeking mother with her prayer (cf. 1 Samuel 1:5, footnote
1). In the midst of the chaos of degraded Israel, Elkanah and Hannah remained
in the line of life ordained by God for His eternal purpose (see footnote 3, par. 2,
on Gen. 2:9). The line of life is a line that brings forth Christ for the enjoyment
of God’s people (see footnote 1 on Ruth 4:18), that on earth God may have His
kingdom, which is the church as the Body of Christ (Matt. 16:18-19; Rom. 14:17;
Eph. 1:22b-23), the very organism of the Triune God. Because of God’s moving
in her, Hannah could not have peace until she prayed for a son. Hannah'’s
prayer was an echo, a speaking out, of the heart’s desire of God. It was a human
cooperation with the divine move for the carrying out of God’s eternal economy.
God could motivate Hannah as a person who was one with Him in the line of
life. As long as God can gain such a person, He has a way on earth. (1 Sam. 1:10,
footnote 1)

Today’s Reading

Hannah's prayer indicates that God’s move with His answer to Hannah's prayer
(1 Sam. 1:19-20) was to produce a Nazarite who was absolute for the fulfilling
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of God’s desire. A Nazarite is one who is consecrated to God absolutely, one who
takes God as the Head, considering God his Husband, and one who has no interest
in the enjoyment of worldly pleasures (Num. 6:1-5 and footnotes). Even before he
was born, Samuel was consecrated by his mother to be such a person. (1 Sam. 1:11,
footnote 1)

The picture in 1 Samuel 7:2-6 shows a people returning to God, and a
man, Samuel, who was one with God on earth. As the acting God on earth, the
representative of the very God in heaven to rule over His people on earth, Samuel
began to minister.

Samuel, who was by nature a Levite born of one of the descendants of the
great rebel Korah (1 Chron. 6:33-38; cf. Num. 16:1-33), ministered in five
statuses: (1) as a Nazarite consecrated to God absolutely for God’s fulfillment
of His economy, a volunteer to replace any official and formal serving ones of
God (1 Sam. 1:11, 28a); (2) as a priest faithful to act on behalf of God, even to
appoint and establish kings for the divine government on earth (2:35); (3) as
a prophet established by God (3:20) to assist the kings appointed by him as a
priest, to speak the word of God to replace the teaching of the word of God by the
old priesthood; (4) as a judge (7:15-17) established by God to carry out God’s
governmental administration, to replace the judging of the people by the old
priesthood; and (5) as a man of prayer who prayed for God’s elect, the children
of Israel (vv. 3-14; 8:6; 15:11b; cf. 12:23), that they would be kept in the way of
God, would be one with God, would not be ensnared by the idols of the nations,
and would enjoy God as Ebenezer (7:12) that God’s desire in His will regarding
His elect might be fulfilled. God admitted to Jeremiah that Samuel, like Moses,
was a man standing before Him for His people (Jer. 15:1). Moses was a priest (Exo.
29), a prophet (Deut. 18:15, 18), and a judge (Exo. 18:13, 16), and he always
prayed for God’s people (e.g., Exo. 32:11-13, 31-32). In these matters Samuel
was the same. In the Old Testament only Moses and Samuel were qualified to
participate fully in the priesthood, the prophethood, and the judgeship. (1 Sam.
7:3, footnote 1)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 & 2 Samuel, msg. 5
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« WEEK S5 — DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

1 Sam. 13:14 ...Your kingdom will not continue. Jehovah has sought a
man according to His heart for Himself, and Jehovah has appointed
him ruler over His people; for you have not kept that which Jehovah
commanded you.

Jer. 15:1 And Jehovah said to me, Even if Moses and Samuel were to stand
before Me, My soul would not turn toward this people. Send them out
of My sight and let them go.

Samuel knew that within God’s heart there was a desire for a kingdom. God
wanted the kingdom to be brought in not through Samuel but through David. If
you had been Samuel, would you have given any ground for someone to match
you or be above you? Samuel was pure and single. He was a Nazarite according
to his mother’s vow and was altogether not self-seeking. He never sought to gain
anything for himself. He had no heart for anything besides God and God’s elect.
God loved Israel, and His heart was duplicated in Samuel. (Life-study of 1 & 2
Samuel, p. 44)

Today’s Reading

Because God’s heart was duplicated in Samuel, Samuel did not care for his
own interest or gain...Due to the situation at the time, Samuel appointed his sons
to be judges, but, contrary to Saul, he had no intention to build up a kingdom for
them. His sons did not follow in his ways but went after unjust gain, took bribes,
and perverted justice (1 Sam. 8:1-3). When the people asked Samuel to appoint a
king, he was not offended by anything related to his sons; on the contrary, he was
offended by their desire to replace God (vv. 4-7)...Samuel’s concern was not for
his children but for God’s people. In such a situation it was easy for God to bring
in the kingdom.
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Samuel would never have cooperated with God if he had been a self-seeking
person....God said to him, “At about this time tomorrow I will send to you a man
from the land of Benjamin, and you shall anoint him ruler over My people Israel”
(9:16). When Saul and his servant came to Samuel, Samuel did exactly as God had
instructed.

Now we can see why Samuel was so useful in the hand of God. He had no self-
seeking nor any thought of self-gain. Instead, as a Nazarite, who allowed no razor
to come upon his head and who did not drink any wine, he was absolutely for
God. He was happy to go wherever God wanted him to go and to do whatever God
wanted him to do. He was a man according to God, a man according to God’s heart.
Therefore, he was a man whom God could use to carry out His economy. Many
people have a high character, but they are just for themselves, their enterprise,
and their kingdom. They are not for God’s kingdom. Samuel was not only high in
character; he was high in the Nazarite vow.

It is worthwhile to compare Samuel with another Nazarite—Samson. Samson
also was a Nazarite by his mother’s vow, but he was very different from Samuel.
When the Bible speaks of Samson and the other judges, it often says that the
Spirit of God rushed upon them (Judg. 14:6, 19). But there is no such word about
Samuel. A Nazarite does not need rushing power; rather, a Nazarite needs a heart
that is a reflection of God'’s heart. Although it was not easy for Samuel to stand for
God in his particular environment, he cared for God’s interest and he turned the
age. According to the Old Testament, Samuel is ranked with Moses in being for
God and for God'’s interest (Jer. 15:1).

God used Samuel to anoint first Saul and then David....Saul only had a
monarchy. The kingdom of God came first under David, when God'’s throne was
established in Jerusalem. (Life-study of 1 & 2Samuel, pp. 44-47)

Jehovah'’s Spirit came upon Samson (Judg. 13:25; 14:6, 19); there is no doubt
that he had the real power of God. Nevertheless, he and so many of the judges had
no control over their indulgence in lust. (Life-study of Ruth, p. 38)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 & 2 Samuel, msg. 7; Life-study of Judges, msg. 8;
Life-study of Ruth, msg. 8
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WEEK 5 — HYMN

Thy mighty love, O God, constraineth me

Consecration — Constrained by the Lord’s Love
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. Shall I not yield to that constraining power?
Shall I not say, O tide of love, flow in?
My God, Thy gentleness hath conquered me,
Life cannot be as it hath hither been.

. Break through my nature, mighty, heavenly love,
Clear every avenue of thought and brain,
Flood my affections, purify my will,
Let nothing but Thine own pure life remain.

. Thus wholly mastered and possessed by God,
Forth from my life, spontaneous and free,
Shall flow a stream of tenderness and grace,
Loving, because God loved, eternally.
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Composition for prophecy with main point and sub-points:
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