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Week Seven

The Eternal Blessing of the Triune God

MC Hymns: 608
Scripture Reading: Num. 6:22-27; 2 Cor. 13:14; Rev. 22:1-2

Outline
Day 1

In the entire universe the unique blessing is the Triune God,
and this blessing comes to us through the dispensing of the
Divine Being into us in His Divine Trinity—in the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Spirit—cf. Eccl. 1:2; 3:11 and footnote:

A.Ephesians 1 gives us a record of how the Triune God blesses His chosen,
redeemed, and transformed people in His Divine Trinity, issuing in the
church as the Body of Christ, the fullness of the One who fills all in all:

1. He blesses us in the Father (vv. 3-6), in the Son (vv. 7-12), and in the Spirit (vv.
13-14).

2. Eventually, because of such a flow of the Divine Trinity as the blessing to
God’s chosen people, there is an issue, and the issue of this blessed flow is the
church as the Body of Christ, the fullness of the One who fills all in all (vv. 22-
23); the church as the Body of Christ is the total issue of the Divine Trinity as
a flow to dispense all that God is into His chosen people.

B. As the consummation of the entire record of the Bible, the New Jerusalem
is the very God in His Divine Trinity—the Father, the Son, and the Spirit—
mingled with His chosen, redeemed, regenerated, transformed, and
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ZANUANETNANBWERER—HR B = — fulfillment of God’s blessing to Israel in Numbers 6—cf. Rev. 21:12, 14;
12, 14, —=—1~2, 22:1-2.
B — Day 2

NARKRRSE_+_Z2_+41%, &M1ARL Il In Numbers 6:22-27 we see a pattern of blessing by the
&R B AR R AR AR R A B 46 priests; this blessing is neither an Old Testament blessing nor

fan, LARRIH IS, 73R —F KT a New Testament blessing; rather, it is the eternal blessing of
Wian, WA= —MWARYZH=—2 K the Triune God, which is the Triune God dispensing Himself
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+H11-15) - 17:11, 15).
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SCRSFRAI EAREE (15) - Father would keep us from the evil one (v. 15).
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2. The word face in Numbers 6:25 signifies presence; as the One whose face
shines upon us, Christ the Son is the visible presence of the invisible God—2
Pet. 1:16-18; Matt. 17:1-2.

3. Numbers 6:25 speaks not only of Jehovah making His face to shine upon us
but also of Jehovah being gracious to us; these two points added together
equal John 1:14, 16-17.

4. God’s incarnation was the shining of His presence, and along with this shining
there was grace; this grace is the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, which is
actually Christ Himself—2 Cor. 13:14.

Day 4

C. “Jehovah lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace” can be
ascribed to the Spirit—Num. 6:26:

1. The face denotes the presence of the person, and the countenance denotes
the expression of the person; to lift up your countenance upon a person
means that you confirm, assure, promise, and give everything to that person.

2.]esus came as the face of God, and the Holy Spirit comes as the countenance of
God; if we grieve Him, His countenance will drop (Eph. 4:30), but if we obey
Him, He will be happy with us, and He will lift up His countenance to confirm
us, assure us, guarantee us, promise us, and give us everything.

Day 5

[1I. Second Corinthians 13:14 says, “The grace of the Lord
Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the
Holy Spirit be with you all”; the blessing here is actually
the same as that in Numbers 6:23-27:

A.In the blessing of the apostle Paul, the Triune God comes to people for
their enjoyment; Paul not only brought people into the presence of God
but also brought God into them.
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B.On the one hand, to bless others is to bring them into the presence of

God; on the other hand, it is to bring God into them as love, grace, and
fellowship so that they may enjoy the Triune God—the Father, the Son,
and the Spirit.

C. Love, grace, and fellowship are three stages of God for our enjoyment—

love is within, grace is love expressed, and fellowship is the transmission
of grace into us.

D.The love of God is the source, since God is the origin; the grace of the

Lord is the course of the love of God, since the Lord is the expression of
God; and the fellowship of the Spirit is the impartation of the grace of the
Lord with the love of God for our experience and enjoyment of the Triune
God—the Father, the Son, and the Spirit, with Their divine virtues.

Day 6

E. The divine revelation of the Divine Trinity in the holy Word is not

for theological study but for the apprehending of how God in His
mysterious and marvelous Divine Trinity dispenses Himself into His
chosen people, that we as His chosen and redeemed people may,

as indicated by the apostle’s blessing to the Corinthian believers,
participate in, experience, enjoy, and possess the processed Triune
God now and for eternity. We must enjoy and be blessed with the
processed and inner circulating Triune God day by day so that we may
dispense Him as the unique blessing of the universe into others for the
accomplishment of God’s heart’s desire to have the testimony of Jesus,
the corporate expression of Jesus—2 Cor. 13:14; Gal. 3:14; Gen. 12:2;
Phil. 1:25; Rev. 1:2, 9-12.

IV. “Sometimes when we consider our situation, we may be

disappointed and feel that we do not have anything. It
may seem to us that everything under the sun and even
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everything in the spiritual field is vanity of vanities. We
may feel that nothing is real, not even in the church life.
What should we do when we feel this way? We should
turn to the Triune God. He is our real blessing and
portion. What a blessing it is to have Him as the blessing!
What a blessing it is to have His face, His presence, and to
enjoy Him daily as grace! The more we suffer, the more
we enjoy Him as grace. What a blessing it is to have His
countenance smiling upon us, assuring us, and confirming
us! And what a blessing it is to have peace in Him, by Him,
and with Him! This is the Triune God as our blessing.
Oh, may the grace of Christ, the love of God, and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all!”—Life-study
of Numbers, p. 83.
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<« WEEK 7—DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has
blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ.

22-23 And He...gave Him to be Head over all things to the church, which
is His Body, the fullness of the One who fills all in all.

After the record of the Nazarite vow [in Numbers 6], the Lord told Moses
to tell Aaron and his sons...to bless His people in the way of His Divine Trinity.
Jehovah is the Triune God. As the Triune God, He dispenses Himself into us
in His divinity and in His Divine Trinity. Without being triune, God could not
dispense Himself into His chosen people as their blessing. The very blessing is
God Himself dispensed into His chosen people. Although God desires to bless His
chosen people in this way, they need to come up to a standard that matches His
blessing.

The unique blessing in the whole universe is God Himself. Anything besides
God is vanity. The entire universe was created by God, yet without God, apart
from God, even the universe created by God is vanity. The existence of the
universe is a great miracle, but without God the miraculous existence of the
universe is vanity. Apart from God, everything is “vanity of vanities” (Eccl. 1:2).
Only God Himself is real. Only He is the blessing to us...History is filled with cases
of people who gained many riches and many material things but who eventually
realized that, without God, it was all vanity. God Himself is our blessing, and
this blessing comes to us through the dispensing of the Divine Being into us
in His Divine Trinity—in the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. (Life-study of
Numbers, pp. 77-78)

Today’s Reading

[Eternity in man’s heart is] “a divinely implanted sense of purpose
working through the ages, which nothing under the sun but God alone can
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satisfy” (The Amplified Bible). God created man in His image and formed
in him a spirit that man may receive and contain Him...In addition, God put
eternity, an aspiration for something eternal, in man’s heart so that man will
seek God, the eternal One. Hence, temporal things can never satisfy man;
only the eternal God, who is Christ, can satisfy the deep sense of purpose in
man’s heart (cf. 2 Cor. 4:18). See footnote 1 on Song of Songs 1:4. (Eccl. 3:11,
footnote 1)

Ephesians 1 gives us a record of how the Triune God blesses His chosen,
redeemed, and transformed people in His Divine Trinity. This chapter is
mainly on the three steps of God’s blessing us in His Divine Trinity, that is,
on how He blesses us in the Father (vv. 3-6), in the Son (vv. 7-12), and in the
Spirit (vv. 13-14). Eventually, because of such a flow of the Divine Trinity as
the blessing to God’s chosen people, there is an issue, and the issue of this
blessed flow is the church as the Body of Christ, the fullness of the One who
fills all in all (vv. 22-23). The church as the Body of Christ is the total issue of
the Divine Trinity as a flow to dispense all that God is into His chosen people.
The Body of Christ is the fullness, the totality, of the One who fills all in all.

Like Numbers, Revelation, the last book of the Bible, is also a book of
numbers...The New Jerusalem has twelve gates with the names of the twelve
tribes (21:12), and twelve foundations with the names of the twelve apostles
(v. 14). Furthermore, the tree of life bears twelve kinds of fruit (22:2). Among
these twelves the Triune God is hidden, and even mingled, as His people’s
blessing.

The consummation of the record of the entire Bible is God the triune as the
very particular and subjective blessing to His people. As the consummation
of the entire record of the Bible, the New Jerusalem is just the very God in His
Divine Trinity—the Father, the Son, and the Spirit—wrapped up in the number
twelve with His chosen, redeemed, and transformed people as their blessing.
This blessing will last eternally. Such a blessing is the ultimate fulfillment of God’s
blessing to Israel in Numbers 6. Only when the New Jerusalem comes, will this
blessing be completely fulfilled. (Life-study of Numbers, pp. 78-79)

Further Reading: Life-study of Numbers, msg. 11
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<« WEEK 7 — DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

Num. 6:23-24 Speak to Aaron and to his sons, saying, Thus you shall bless
the children of Israel; you shall say to them, Jehovah bless you and
keep you.

John 17:15 | do not ask that You would take them out of the world, but
that You would keep them out of the hands of the evil one.

The blessing in Numbers 6 is neither an Old Testament blessing nor a New
Testament blessing. Rather, it is the eternal blessing of the Triune God, which is
the Triune God dispensing Himself in His Divine Trinity into us for our enjoyment.
This is God’s eternal blessing.

“Jehovah bless you” means that Jehovah gives Himself to you. However, God
does not give Himself to us merely in an objective way like one brother giving a
gift to another. God gives Himself to us in His Trinity, step by step and little by
little. If you were to ask me what blessing [ have received from the Lord, I would
answer, “The only blessing I have received from the Lord is my Triune God. My
Triune God is my blessing.” (Life-study of Numbers, p. 80)

Today’s Reading

Referring to the Father, Numbers 6:24 says, “Jehovah bless you and keep
you.” The Father blesses us in every way and in every aspect in His love (cf. Eph.
1:3), and He keeps us in every way and in every aspect in His power (cf. John
17:11, 15).

The blessing One keeps us. In Numbers 6:24 the word keep is of crucial
importance. In John 17:11 the Lord Jesus prayed that the Father would keep us in
His name. This is to keep us in the dispensing Triune God. While the Triune God is
dispensing Himself into us, we are kept in the dispensing One. In John 17:15 the
Lord Jesus went on to pray that the Father would keep us from the evil one. When
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we are kept in the dispensing Triune God, there is nothing left for the hand of the
enemy. We should pray for the blessing of being kept absolutely in the dispensing
Triune God and altogether outside of the evil one. What a blessing this is! (Life-
study of Numbers, p. 80)

The Son’s believers are still in the world. They need to be kept that they may
be one even as the Divine Trinity is one, that is, that they may be one in the Divine
Trinity. The Son prayed that the holy Father would so keep them. (John 17:11,
footnote 1)

To be kept in the Father’s name is to be kept by His life, because only those who
are born of the Father and have the Father’s life can participate in the Father’s
name. The Son has given the Father’s life to those whom the Father has given Him
(John 17:2); hence, they share the Father’s name by being kept in it, and they are
one in it. The first aspect of this oneness, that is, the first aspect of the building up
of the believers, is the oneness in the Father’s name and by His divine life. In this
aspect of oneness the believers, born of the Father’s life, enjoy the Father’s name,
that is, the Father Himself, as the factor of their oneness. (John 17:11, footnote 2)

The whole world lies in the evil one (1 John 5:19). Hence, the believers need
to be kept out of the hands of the evil one, and they need always to be watchful
in prayer that they may be delivered from the evil one (Matt. 6:13). (John 17:15,
footnote 2)

John 17:11 says, “I am no longer in the world; yet they are in the world, and
[ am coming to You. Holy Father, keep them in Your name, which You have given
to Me, that they may be one even as We are.” The oneness...here...is something of
the divine name. In the Bible, especially in the Gospel of John, the name denotes
a person. Thus, the Father’s name is actually the Father Himself...In 17:11 to be
kept in the Father’s name is to be kept in the person of the Father through His
action. Today the Father is...actively building His house, the church. [We should
not live and act] in [our] own person...[but] live, act, and work in the person of the
Father. (CWWL, 1982, vol. 2, “The Fulfillment of the Tabernacle and the Offerings
in the Writings of John,” pp. 494-495)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1982, vol. 2, “The Fulfillment of the Tabernacle and
the Offerings in the Writings of John,” ch. 54
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<« WEEK 7— DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

Num. 6:25 Jehovah make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.

John 1:14 And the Word became flesh and tabernacled among us (and we
beheld His glory, glory as of the only Begotten from the Father), full of
grace and reality.

The second part of the blessing [in Numbers 6:25] says, “Jehovah make His
face shine upon you and be gracious to you.” In Luke 1:78, when the Lord Jesus
was about to be born, Zachariah prophesied, “The rising sun will visit us from
on high.” This rising sun is the Son in the Divine Trinity. This implies God’s
incarnation to show Himself to us in a shining way. No one has ever seen God, but
through His incarnation we have seen His face and have beheld His glory (John
1:14), and He has been shining upon us continually. Wherever He went, He was a
great light shining upon the people sitting in darkness (Matt. 4:16), for He is the
light of the world (John 8:12). (Life-study of Numbers, pp. 80-81)

Today’s Reading

The word face in Numbers 6:25 signifies presence. As the One whose face
shines upon us, Christ the Son is the visible presence of the invisible God. God
and His presence are invisible, but through His incarnation He became the
shining sun. This shining sun is God’s invisible presence becoming visible.
God’s presence not only became visible—it was also shining. On the Mount of
Transfiguration, some of the Lord’s disciples beheld Him in His glory (2 Pet.
1:16-18; Matt. 17:1-2).

Numbers 6:25 speaks not only of Jehovah making His face to shine upon us,
but also of Jehovah being gracious to us. These two points added together equal
John 1:14, 16-17. God’s incarnation was the shining of His presence. Along with
this shining there was grace. “The Word became flesh and tabernacled among
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us...full of grace” (v. 14). The Lord is gracious to us; He has even become grace to
us. For the Lord to be gracious to us means that He is continually grace to us. This
grace is the grace of Christ (2 Cor. 13:14a), which is actually Christ Himself. When
we have Christ, we have grace. The Triune God is altogether gracious to us. Day
after day we enjoy Him as grace. (Life-study of Numbers, p. 81)

Because Jehovah is mentioned three times [in Numbers 6]—once in each
part of the threefold blessing—]Jehovah is the Divine Trinity. The first part of the
blessing, “Jehovah bless you and keep you” [v. 24], implies the Father, the first
of the Trinity. The second part, “Jehovah make His face shine upon you and be
gracious to you” [v. 25], implies the Son, the second of the Trinity. Face signifies
presence. Shine implies light and means that something is coming. Be gracious
means “give grace.” Thus, in the second part of the threefold blessing, Jehovah
comes to us and gives grace to us, which is more subjective and experiential
than Jehovah’s blessing and keeping us. In the third part of Jehovah'’s threefold
blessing, which implies the Holy Spirit, the third of the Trinity, Jehovah lifts up
His countenance upon us and gives us peace [v. 26]. The face (v. 25) denotes the
presence of the person, and the countenance [v. 26] denotes the expression of
the person. The countenance is more particular and intimate and is mostly for
pleasant expressions such as love, mercy, and kindness.

Verses 24 through 27 are the blessing of the Triune God. The Father blesses
and keeps us. The Son, who is God incarnated, is the shining of God’s presence and
brings grace (John 1:14, 16-17). The Spirit is God’s intimate, pleasant presence
and gives us peace. Several New Testament Epistles say, “Grace to you and peace”
(e.g., Rom. 1:7; 1 Cor. 1:3; 2 Pet. 1:2; Rev. 1:4). Grace is God for our enjoyment, and
peace is the result of our enjoyment of God. Grace is Christ (2 Cor. 13:14a; cf. 1
Cor. 15:10; Gal. 2:20), and peace is the Spirit (Rom. 14:17). God’s face and God’s
countenance, Christ and the Spirit, and grace and peace are all similarly related.
The Trinity is uniquely unveiled in the threefold blessing in Numbers 6. (CWWL,
1983, vol. 3, “The Divine Trinity as Revealed in the Holy Word,” p. 271)

Further Reading: Life-study of Numbers, msg. 11

2018 December Semiannual Training - Morning Revival - Week 7 - Page 6



ZLEMEwW
EwEss

R~ 26 ~ 27 “ R If A= e ) AR AP RS, W AR -F 52,
AT F o UAF 09 B Wy 26 A BTN, ST 1R R
s,

dheg 30 “H BT Arag E LR, RAMNE~LE
ME @ T PIL, HAFBRGH T, 7

(REZICAE=Z—MWZ) BOoWE=Hp: “R
EiAnde m AR e, WGIRF%. 7 (26) f£XZFWAN
&8, wZE @ (face) f e (countenance) , — &
HEAHE. miEg— MAWEE, REAANEKE.
mAMR, EENEA AN, FIE. MY, FH—
V1%, BReR R, Z/EMAE; X RK, EIEMHIE.
s FT®E =+ it, “FTEHHIEIIMRE. ”
KATE YA R, oS4 TRk, FATE M MAA,
R HERAL, FHFemBAME, mRATHAIL, &
WL EAR. MY, AR RAT— (REI0C 4 &
%z, LOT) .

EREE

KWgta, THEM, 2R, 4=—#5 02 &
MEwR, RIMItF=—HE, LEHHE. £
%, RMNE=Z—EXRRKRTF, = —HdRNEFRH
EEE, FHERMNEFZ.

ERFBFIEARE_F=ZZ 4%, ZAERIYR
WAES . EXBEEXE, TRAERUET A, #
BTN, BRSNS A — o £,
o ERT AR TR, B tmilmA, RF Al

TO—NEEZEFIINLG-F7TRARMES-F7QR

<« WEEK 7—DAY 4 >

Morning Nourishment

Num. 6:26-27 Jehovah lift up His countenance upon you and give you
peace. So shall they put My name upon the children of Israel, that I
Myself may bless them.

Eph. 4:30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, in whom you were
sealed unto the day of redemption.

The third part of this blessing says, “Jehovah lift up His countenance upon
you and give you peace” (Num. 6:26). In the blessing in Numbers 6 we have both
the face and the countenance, and there is a difference between them. The face
denotes the presence of the person, and the countenance denotes the expression
of the person. To lift up your countenance upon a person means that you confirm,
assure, promise, and give everything to that person. Jesus came as the face of God,
and the Holy Spirit comes as the countenance of God. Ephesians 4:30 says, “Do
not grieve the Holy Spirit of God.” If we grieve Him, His countenance will drop.
If we obey Him, He will be happy with us, and He will lift up His countenance to
confirm us, assure us, guarantee us, promise us, and give us everything. (Life-study
of Numbers, pp. 81-82)

Today’s Reading

The Father blesses, the Son shines, and the Holy Spirit lifts up His countenance.
When the Triune God is dispensed into us, we have the face of the Triune God and
also His countenance. He is happy with us, assuring us, confirming us, guaranteeing
us, promising us, and giving us everything. Eventually, we are kept in the Triune
God, the Triune God becomes grace to us every day, and we have peace.

In Numbers 6:23-26 there is no mention of material blessing. In these verses
the Lord did not tell the children of Israel that He would bring them into the good
land, that He would give each one of them a portion of the land, that He would
keep them from famine and give them rain, that He would protect them from their
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enemies, and that He would cause them to flourish. The blessing here is not of
such a nature.

What, then, is the blessing in Numbers 67 This blessing is the Triune God in
His person as the Father, as the Son, and as the Spirit. In the Father we receive the
blessing and are kept in the Triune God. In the Son we receive God’s presence and
enjoy Him as grace. In the Holy Spirit God’s countenance is over us, and we enjoy
peace day and night. (Life-study of Numbers, p. 82)

The third aspect of the blessing is related to God the Spirit’s countenance
and His peace. The lifting up of the Lord’s countenance upon us and the giving
of peace is certainly the gracious work of the third of the Trinity, the Spirit.
Today the Spirit is constantly lifting up God’s countenance over us and giving
us peace. He gives peace not only in our environment, but also in our being—in
our heart, in our spirit, and even in our mind. In the Spirit, through the Spirit,
and with the Spirit we have peace. Others may be troubled in heart, mind,
spirit, and environment, but we should not be troubled. Wherever we are, we
have peace because the Spirit of God is with us and His countenance is uplifted
over us.

In summary we may say that blessing is the bringing of people into the
presence of God, into the very enjoyment of God. The threefold blessing in
Numbers 6 is the pattern of blessing by the priests in the Old Testament. This
pattern reveals that the proper blessing is to bring people into the presence
of God, into the light of His face, and into the shining of His countenance that
they may participate in His grace and may have peace. This surely is the proper
blessing. How wonderful! How marvelous! (Life-study of Genesis, p. 1217)

The third [blessing] is the blessing of the Spirit: the Spirit lifts up His
countenance upon us and gives us peace; the Spirit is the presence of God with us,
bringing with Him peace. This blessing of the Divine Trinity is not related mainly
to material things; it is related mainly to the Triune God being gracious to us,
appearing to us, and being seen by us. (CWWL, 1990, vol. 3, “The Economy and
Dispensing of God,” p. 87)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msg. 95

2018 December Semiannual Training - Morning Revival - Week 7 - Page 8



RSl JOEA

\VY/
=7 \I]Ru

e +=14 “ﬁiﬂﬁ@ﬁ%**éﬁ B, ek, XX
8928, HARMIARAR &,

A3 “CE M AL, R A AY, R A EG L
FESRAE, EEEETF, LE5EXMNBE. 7

MET=ZF+ETH, “REIMAKEENE,
HWE, 2RARE, SRMNRARE. 7 X EWAR
BER EESRKIEAF T ZEZ TN
— M. TNEREZECHERNNES, ERINF
% MHIEREME T, FERWIEL 2LREK
B 2XERECT, T’ETE FEME B, S
A (REILEREZE, L—T) .

]

n%ﬁb‘-

%E*?li +ZFE+OYW, FARTLE ANLBH
xH, ~RNEEFN, LA ATHMH. R,
@Uiﬁﬁﬂﬁ% A e EMIEE A, £+ HF, &
MEL=Z—MmRENEIE. EFEFERFANEE,
——milEEA, FHAINES. XEXHENNE,
ETHEEBEHMES, EHEXIAWNRE, . BHfix
W, TEHLQTHNAER, TE—HFRAEHN =A%
HHR =N E. . BRMOLETTZHERNES
HW=AMBE—Z2E2mWw, BEZZH/RTEEL, X
L.ENAT??L‘@&TI]E@ EREEMECE®. X
EFEHETZEL, i, MEBEREARHEZRFUREL
Blo RABE—MLFHN, XRERZERWET, X&
WA REIER? RAUEM —AXTE, EXE
I HEK, XERERBE, FREGNXLFHLE

TO—NEEZEFIINLG-F7TRARMES-5F9]R

<« WEEK 7—DAY 5 »

Morning Nourishment

2 Cor. 13:14 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

2 John 3 Grace, mercy, peace will be with us from God the Father and
from Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, in truth and love.

The blessing in 2 Corinthians 13:14 is actually the same as that in
Numbers 6:23-26. The grace of the Lord is the Lord Himself as life to us
for our enjoyment, the love of God is God Himself as the source of the
grace of the Lord, and the fellowship of the Spirit is the Spirit Himself
as the transmission of the grace of the Lord with the love of God for our
participation. (Life-study of Numbers, pp. 82-83)

Today’s Reading

In 2 Corinthians 13:14 the apostle Paul also gives a pattern of
blessing...We have seen that a priest brings people to God. An apostle,
however, brings God to people; he comes to people with God. In 2
Corinthians 13:14 we see a gracious visitation of the Triune God. In the
blessing of the apostle Paul, the Triune God comes to people for their
enjoyment. This enjoyment is the love of God as the grace of Christ by the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit. Love, grace, and fellowship are not three
separate things; they are three aspects or stages of one thing. They are
the three stages of God for our enjoyment. Love is within, grace is love
expressed, and fellowship is the transmission of grace into us. Love is
within God Himself. When this love is expressed, it is grace, and grace is
transmitted in the fellowship. [ may love a certain brother, but this love is
within me. How can it be expressed? [ may express it by giving him a Bible.
The Bible represents grace as the expression of the love [ have within me for
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this brother. In order to communicate this grace to him, | must actually hand
the Bible to him. This is fellowship.

In the Old Testament the basic thought with respect to blessing is that of
bringing people into God’s presence. But in the New Testament the apostle,
coming with God, not only brought people into the presence of God; he also
brought God into them. There is a great difference between the Old Testament
pattern of blessing by the priests and the New Testament pattern of blessing
by the apostle. The New Testament blessing is much higher and deeper. On
the one hand, to bless others is to bring them into the presence of God; on the
other hand, it is to bring God into them as love, grace, and fellowship.

All Christians are familiar with the word blessing. One hymn even says,
“Count your blessings, name them one by one.” Undoubtedly, the concept of
blessing expressed in this hymn is that blessing is a matter of being given a
good wife, children, education, promotions, houses, and cars. According to
this hymn, these are the blessings we should count one by one. More than
thirty-five years ago, | sang this hymn during the last few hours of the year.
[ would gather some together and say, “Let us count the blessings of this
past year, one by one.” But the blessing according to the pure Word is much
different from this. According to the Old Testament pattern of the blessing
by the priest and the New Testament pattern of blessing by the apostle, the
proper blessing is to bring people into the presence of God and to bring God
into them as grace, love, and fellowship that they may enjoy the Triune God,
the Father, the Son, and the Spirit. Hence, blessing is a matter of enjoying the
Triune God. (Life-study of Genesis, pp. 1217-1218)

The love of God is the source, since God is the origin; the grace of the Lord
is the course of the love of God, since the Lord is the expression of God; and
the fellowship of the Spirit is the impartation of the grace of the Lord with
the love of God, since the Spirit is the transmission of the Lord with God, for
our experience and enjoyment of the Triune God—the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit, with Their divine virtues. (2 Cor. 13:14, footnote 1)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msg. 95
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<« WEEK 7— DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

Num. 6:24-26 Jehovah bless you and keep you; Jehovah make His face
shine upon you and be gracious to you; Jehovah lift up His countenance
upon you and give you peace.

2 Cor. 13:14 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

In both Numbers 6:23-26 and 2 Corinthians 13:14 the blessing is not
outward and material. The blessing here is not a matter of an excellent
job, a nice house, a high education, and a good family life. Furthermore,
this blessing is not related to having any kind of position in the church.
Sometimes when we consider our situation, we may be disappointed and
feel that we do not have anything. It may seem to us that everything under
the sun and even everything in the spiritual field is vanity of vanities. We
may feel that nothing is real, not even in the church life. What should we
do when we feel this way? We should turn to the Triune God. He is our real
blessing and portion. What a blessing it is to have Him as the blessing! What
a blessing it is to have His face, His presence, and to enjoy Him daily as
grace! The more we suffer, the more we enjoy Him as grace. What a blessing
it is to have His countenance smiling upon us, assuring us, and confirming
us! And what a blessing it is to have peace in Him, by Him, and with Him!
This is the Triune God as our blessing. Oh, may the grace of Christ, the love
of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all! (Life-study of
Numbers, p. 83)

Today’s Reading

[The grace of the Lord, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Spirit] are
not three separate matters but three aspects of one thing, just as the Lord,
God, and the Holy Spirit are not three separate Gods but three “hypostases...of
the one same undivided and indivisible” God (Philip Schaff).

2018 December Semiannual Training - Morning Revival - Week 7 - Page 11



MEFT=Z2F+0F LR ENE, EBHAEXHEEE
EAEBEHAE (—12, M15, ~1, /A 1.9, H8.
14, +=9) . XFEAEZ, B, xBE=-fEEHHX
B, URXHEAERX, F. R-_EMHXELHRN=—
t, JTEMBEHEE T HZAR, HEFT ZRAKE
A ZEHITEEN. A, #/ERF—F %,

TEREMIMEFRNRT A LT, UERMBXH
A EXFENHE,
TZE+WRRBEHIER, BN =—, TN

FEAEEE LR RRWHE, T2 EHEMY
=B, L GE G EFRENAET. &
28F, MEZ-NAARRNLEEEZEETA, B£
EREIM EMEyEY, SFAEMPTENA, LHEE
AT R AWK R, 4 BRBEIE

(£) EEVE, Bet 14 EE 7 RIERS T,
BFHAIEAR, F. 2RWELE (K219 ; #
B ERETH T —E, HEZIIEZ B AN
BIBRLE B, XML T RAMIK., HAEE.
A+F%8, FEAH#NEE., ETXIHENNERLE,
FHBRETAR L EHHEEE, UTHRIAHHL
Z—HEMA], BEERNRE, Ao TTFHEER
B %

Hib, 2& a8 BrE, SHBW=—FF"
WX ER, DRI ZENEME AR, TIEA
E RIS, WEMBERMELHN=—82, wff
HECHGERFEENAET, FRINXEFHE
. LA, BEZ X E AR £ M5 1 AT AR BT 48 B
W, AT, &F. EXHEEETTEN=—HM,
WABTEE AR (FE|ER, KET=14F D .

23 REUDEREE, B+ K.

TO—"N\=EFEZEFIIG-F7TRARMES-5F1217

In 2 Corinthians 13:14 the grace of the Lord is mentioned first because
this book is on the grace of Christ (1:12; 4:15; 6:1; 8:1, 9; 9:8, 14; 12:9).
Such a divine attribute of three virtues-—Ilove, grace, and fellowship—
and such a Triune God of the three divine hypostases—the Father, the
Son, and the Spirit—were needed by the distracted and confused yet
comforted and restored Corinthian believers. Hence, the apostle used all
these divine and precious things in one sentence to conclude his lovely
and dear Epistle.

This verse is strong proof that the trinity of the Godhead is not for the doctrinal
understanding of systematic theology but for the dispensing of God Himself in
His Trinity into His chosen and redeemed people. In the Bible the Trinity is never
revealed merely as a doctrine. It is always revealed or mentioned in regard to the
relationship of God with His creatures, especially with man, who was created by
Him, and more particularly with His chosen and redeemed people.

After His resurrection He charged His disciples to disciple the nations, baptizing
them into the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit (Matt.
28:19); that is, He charged the disciples to bring the believing ones into the Triune
God, into an organic union with the processed God, who had passed through
incarnation, human living, and crucifixion and had entered into resurrection. Based
on such an organic union, the apostle, at the conclusion of this divine Epistle to the
Corinthians, blessed them with the blessed Divine Trinity in the participation in the
Son’s grace with the Father’s love through the Spirit’s fellowship.

Thus, it is evident that the divine revelation of the trinity of the Godhead
in the holy Word, from Genesis through Revelation, is not for theological
study but for the apprehending of how God in His mysterious and marvelous
Trinity dispenses Himself into His chosen people, that we as His chosen and
redeemed people may, as indicated in the apostle’s blessing to the Corinthian
believers, participate in, experience, enjoy, and possess the processed Triune
God now and for eternity. Amen. (2 Cor. 13:14, footnote 1)

Further Reading: Life-study of Numbers, msg. 11
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WEEK 7 — HYMN

O God, Thou art the source of life
Worship of the Father — As the Source of Life

2. In love Thou in the Son didst flow
Among the human race;
Thou dost as Spirit also flow
Within us thru Thy grace.

3. Though we in sin and wickedness
Went far from Thee apace,
Yet in the Son Thou didst redeem,
Bestowing life and grace.

4. Though we have often slighted Thee,
Thy Spirit often grieved,
Yet Thou dost still as Spirit come
As life to be received.

5. Thou as the Spirit in the Son
Hast mingled heretofore;
Thou wilt thru fellowship anoint
And increase more and more.

6. The love of God, the grace of Christ,
The Spirit’s flowing free,
Enable us God’s wealth to share
Thru all eternity.

7. The Father, Son, and Spirit—one,
So richly care for us;
Thy love with one accord we sing
And e’er would praise Thee thus.
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