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Message Three

Spiritual Principles, Life Lessons, and
Holy Warnings Seen in the History of Samuel

Hymns:

Scripture Reading: 1 Sam. 1:10-11, 18-20, 27-28; 2:30, 35-36; 3:1-
21;4:11-22; 7:3-17; 12:23

1 Sam.
1 Sam.

1 Sam.

1 Sam.

1 Sam.

1 Sam.

1 Sam.

1 Sam.

1 Sam.

1 Sam.

1 Sam.

1 Sam.

1:10 And she was bitter in soul and prayed to Jehovah and wept much.

1:11 And she made a vow and said, O Jehovah of hosts, if You will indeed look upon the affliction
of Your female servant and remember me and not forget Your female servant, but give to Your
female servant a male child, then I will give him to Jehovah for all the days of his life, and no
razor will come upon his head.

1:18 And she said, Let your servant find favor in your sight. And the woman went her way; and she
ate, and her countenance was sad no more.

1:19 And they rose up early in the morning and worshipped before Jehovah; and they returned and
came to their house in Ramah. And Elkanah knew Hannah his wife, and Jehovah remembered her.

1:20 And in due time Hannah conceived and bore a son; and she called his name Samuel, For, she
said, I asked for him of Jehovah.

1:27 It was for this child that I prayed, and Jehovah has granted me my request that I requested
from Him.

1:28 Therefore I, for my part, have lent him to Jehovah; all the days that he lives, he is lent to
Jehovah. And he worshipped Jehovah there.

2:30 Therefore Jehovah the God of Israel declares, I surely said that your house and the house of
your father would walk before Me forever; but now Jehovah declares, Far be it from Me; for
those who honor Me I will honor, and those who spurn Me will be lightly esteemed.

2:35 And I will raise up for Myself a faithful priest, who will do according to what is in My heart and
in My mind; and [ will build him a sure house; and he will go before My anointed continually.
2:36 And everyone who is left of your house will come and bow down to him for a piece of silver
and for a loaf of bread, and will say, Please put me in one of the priests’' offices that I may eat a
morsel of bread.

3:1 And the boy Samuel ministered to Jehovah before Eli. Now the word of Jehovah was rare in
those days; visions were not widespread.

3:2 And at that time Eli lay in his place, and his eyesight had begun to grow dim, so that he could
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not see.

1 Sam. 3:3 And the lamp of God had not yet gone out. And Samuel lay in the temple of Jehovah, where the
Ark of God was.

1 Sam. 3:4 Then Jehovah called to Samuel. And he said, Here [ am.

1 Sam. 3:5 And he ran to Eli and said, Here I am, for you called me. And he said, I did not call. Go back and
lie down. And he went and lay down.

1 Sam. 3:6 And Jehovah called yet again, Samuel. And Samuel rose up and went to Eli and said, Here I am,
for you called me. And he said, I did not call, my son. Go back and lie down.

1 Sam. 3:7 Now Samuel did not yet know Jehovah, and the word of Jehovah had not yet been revealed to him.

1 Sam. 3:8 Then Jehovah called Samuel again, the third time. And he rose up and went to Eli and said, Here
[ am, for you called me. Then Eli perceived that it was Jehovah calling the boy.

1 Sam. 3:9 And Eli said to Samuel, Go and lie down, and if He calls you, you shall say, Speak, O Jehovah; for
Your servant is listening. And Samuel went and lay down in his place.

1 Sam. 3:10 Then Jehovah came and stood by and called as at the other times, Samuel! Samuel! And
Samuel said, Speak, for Your servant is listening.

1 Sam. 3:11 And Jehovah said to Samuel, I am about to do something in Israel which will make both ears
of anyone who hears of it tingle.

1 Sam. 3:12 On that day I will fulfill against Eli all that I have spoken concerning his house, from beginning
to end.

1 Sam. 3:13 For [ have told him that I am about to judge his house forever because of the iniquity which
he knew; for his sons brought the curse upon themselves, and he did not restrain them.

1 Sam. 3:14 And therefore I have sworn to the house of Eli that the iniquity of the house of Eli shall not be
expiated by sacrifice or by offering forever.

1 Sam. 3:15 And Samuel lay down until the morning, when he opened the doors of the house of Jehovah.
And Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to Eli.

1 Sam. 3:16 But Eli called Samuel and said, Samuel my son. And he said, Here I am.

1 Sam. 3:17 And he said, What was the word that He spoke to you? Do not hide it from me. May God do so
to you, and even more, if you hide from me any of the word which He spoke to you.

1 Sam. 3:18 So Samuel told him everything and did not hide anything from him. And he said, He is
Jehovah; let Him do what is good in His sight.

1 Sam. 3:19 And Samuel grew, and Jehovah was with him and let none of his words fall to the ground.

1 Sam. 3:20 And all Israel, from Dan to Beer-sheba, knew that Samuel had been established as a prophet
of Jehovah.

1 Sam. 3:21 And Jehovah continued to appear in Shiloh, for Jehovah revealed Himself to Samuel in Shiloh
by the word of Jehovah.

1 Sam. 4:11 And the Ark of God was taken, and the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, died.

1Sam. 4:12 And a man of Benjamin ran from the array and came to Shiloh on the same day, with his
clothes torn and earth upon his head.

1 Sam. 4:13 And when he came, there was Elj, sitting on his seat by the roadside watching; for his heart trembled
for the Ark of God. And when the man came to tell the news to the city, the whole city cried out.

1 Sam. 4:14 And when Eli heard the sound of the cry, he said, What does this sound of commotion mean?
And the man hurried and came and told Eli.

1 Sam. 4:15 Now Eli was ninety-eight years old; and his eyes were set, and he could not see.

1 Sam. 4:16 And the man said to Eli, | am he who has come from the array, and I fled from the array today.
And he said, How did the matter go, my son?

1 Sam. 4:17 And he who brought the news answered and said, Israel fled before the Philistines, and there
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was a great slaughter among the people; and even your two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, are
dead; and the Ark of God has been taken.

1 Sam. 4:18 And when he mentioned the Ark of God, Eli fell from off his seat backward by the side of the
gate. And he broke his neck and died, for he was an old man and heavy. And he had judged
Israel forty years.

1 Sam. 4:19 And his daughter-in-law, the wife of Phinehas, was pregnant, about to deliver; and when she
heard the report that the Ark of God had been taken and that her father-in-law and her husband
had died, she bowed down and gave birth, for her pains came upon her.

1 Sam. 4:20 And around the time that she died, the women who stood around her said, Do not fear, for
you have borne a son. But she did not answer or pay attention.

1 Sam. 4:21 And she named the child Ichabod, meaning, The glory has departed from Israel, because the
Ark of God had been taken and because of her father-in-law and her husband.

1 Sam. 4:22 And she said, The glory has departed from Israel, for the Ark of God has been taken.

1 Sam. 7:3 Then Samuel spoke to all the house of Israel, saying, If you are returning with all your heart to
Jehovah, remove the foreign gods and the Ashtaroth from your midst, and direct your heart to
Jehovah and serve only Him; and He will deliver you from the hand of the Philistines.

1 Sam. 7:4 Then the children of Israel removed the Baals and the Ashtaroth, and served only Jehovah.

1 Sam. 7:5 And Samuel said, Gather all Israel to Mizpah, and I will pray to Jehovah for you.

1 Sam. 7:6 And they gathered at Mizpah and drew water and poured it out before Jehovah, and they fasted
that day. And they said there, We have sinned against Jehovah. And Samuel judged the children
of Israel at Mizpah.

1 Sam. 7:7 Now when the Philistines heard that the children of Israel gathered themselves at Mizpah, the
lords of the Philistines went up against Israel. And when the children of Israel heard of it, they
were afraid of the Philistines.

1 Sam. 7:8 And the children of Israel said to Samuel, Do not stop crying to Jehovah our God for us, so that
He will save us from the hand of the Philistines.

1 Sam. 7:9 And Samuel took a suckling lamb and offered it up as a whole burnt offering to Jehovah. And
Samuel cried out to Jehovah for Israel, and Jehovah answered him.

1 Sam. 7:10 And while Samuel was offering up the burnt offering, the Philistines approached for battle
against Israel. And Jehovah thundered with a great voice that day against the Philistines and
threw them into a panic; and they were struck down before Israel.

1 Sam. 7:11 And the men of Israel went out from Mizpah and pursued the Philistines, and they struck
them as far as below Beth-car.

1 Sam. 7:12 Then Samuel took a stone and set it between Mizpah and Shen; and he called its name Eben-
ezer and said, Thus far Jehovah has helped us.

1 Sam. 7:13 So the Philistines were subdued, and they no longer came into the territory of Israel. And the
hand of Jehovah was against the Philistines all the days of Samuel.

1 Sam. 7:14 And the cities which the Philistines had taken from Israel were returned to Israel, from Ekron
to Gath; and Israel rescued their territory from the hand of the Philistines. And there was peace
between Israel and the Amorites.

1 Sam. 7:15 And Samuel judged Israel all the days of his life.

1 Sam. 7:16 And he went year by year in circuit to Bethel and Gilgal and Mizpah, and he judged Israel in
all those places.

1 Sam. 7:17 Then he would return to Ramah, for his house was there. And he judged Israel there and built
an altar to Jehovah there.
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1Sam. 12:23 Moreover as for me, far be it from me that I would sin against Jehovah by ceasing to pray for
you, but I will instruct you in the good and right way.

Samuel was of the tribe of Levi (1 Chron. 6:33-38) but was
not of the house of Aaron, the family of the priests ordained
by God; Samuel ministered to the Lord as one who was a
priest not by birth but by the Nazarite vow:

1 Chron. 6:33 And these are they who attended and their sons: Of the sons of the Kohathites: Heman the
singer, the son of Joel, the son of Samuel,

1 Chron. 6:34 The son of Elkanah, the son of Jeroham, the son of Eliel, the son of Toah,

1 Chron. 6:35 The son of Zuph, the son of Elkanah, the son of Mahath, the son of Amasai,

1 Chron. 6:36 The son of Elkanah, the son of Joel, the son of Azariah, the son of Zephaniah,

1 Chron. 6:37 The son of Tahath, the son of Assir, the son of Ebiasaph, the son of Korah,

1 Chron. 6:38 The son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi, the son of Israel;

A.God's move with His answer to Hannah's prayer was to produce an

overcoming Nazarite who was absolute for the fulfilling of God's desire;
even before he was born, Samuel was consecrated by his mother to be
such a person—1 Sam. 1:10-11, 18-20.

1 Sam. 1:10 And she was bitter in soul and prayed to Jehovah and wept much.

1 Sam. 1:11 And she made a vow and said, O Jehovah of hosts, if You will indeed look upon the affliction
of Your female servant and remember me and not forget Your female servant, but give to Your
female servant a male child, then I will give him to Jehovah for all the days of his life, and no
razor will come upon his head.

1 Sam. 1:18 And she said, Let your servant find favor in your sight. And the woman went her way; and she
ate, and her countenance was sad no more.

1 Sam. 1:19 And they rose up early in the morning and worshipped before Jehovah; and they returned and
came to their house in Ramah. And Elkanah knew Hannah his wife, and Jehovah remembered her.

1 Sam. 1:20 And in due time Hannah conceived and bore a son; and she called his name Samuel, For, she
said, I asked for him of Jehovah.

B.God desires that all His people be Nazarites; to be a Nazarite is to be

sanctified, separated, absolutely and ultimately to God, that is, to be for
nothing other than God and for nothing other than His satisfaction—the
testimony of Jesus, which is the testifying church as the testimony and the
expression of Christ—Num. 6:1-2; Psa. 73:25-26; Rev. 1:2, 9-13; 19:10; cf.
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Exo. 38:21:

Num. 6:1 Then Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying,

Num. 6:2 Speak to the children of Israel and say to them, When a man or a woman makes a special vow,
the vow of a Nazarite, to separate himself to Jehovah,

Psa. 73:25 Whom do I have in heaven but You? / And besides You there is nothing I desire on earth.

Psa. 73:26 My flesh and my heart fail, / But God is the rock of my heart and my portion forever.
Rev. 1:2 Who testified the word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ, even all that he saw.

Rev.1:9 I]ohn, your brother and fellow partaker in the tribulation and kingdom and endurance in Jesus,
was on the island called Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus.

Rev. 1:10 Iwas in spirit on the Lord's Day and heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet,
Rev. 1:11 Saying, What you see write in a scroll and send it to the seven churches: to Ephesus and to
Smyrna and to Pergamos and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to Philadelphia and to Laodicea.

Rev.1:12 And I turned to see the voice that spoke with me; and when I turned, I saw seven golden
lampstands,

Rev. 1:13 And in the midst of the lampstands One like the Son of Man, clothed with a garment reaching to
the feet, and girded about at the breasts with a golden girdle.

Rev. 19:10And I fell before his feet to worship him. And he said to me, Do not do this. I am your fellow
slave and a fellow slave of your brothers who have the testimony of Jesus. Worship God. For the
testimony of Jesus is the spirit of the prophecy.

Exo. 38:21This is the sum of the things for the tabernacle, the Tabernacle of the Testimony, as they were
counted according to the commandment of Moses for the service of the Levites by the hand of
Ithamar the son of Aaron the priest.

1.For a Nazarite to abstain from wine and anything related to its source

signifies abstaining from all kinds of earthly enjoyment and pleasure and
taking and experiencing Christ as his enjoyment and pleasure; eating
the tree of life, that is, enjoying Christ as our life supply, should be the
primary matter in the church life—Num. 6:3-4; Rev. 2:7; Judg. 9:12-13.

Num. 6:3 He shall separate himself from wine and strong drink; he shall drink no vinegar of wine or
vinegar of strong drink, nor shall he drink any juice of grapes, nor eat fresh or dried grapes.

Num. 6:4 All the days of his separation he shall eat nothing that is produced by the grape vine, from the
seeds even to the skin.

Rev. 2:7 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes, to
him [ will give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the Paradise of God.

Judg. 9:12 Then the trees said to the vine, You come and reign over us.

Judg. 9:13 But the vine said to them, Shall I leave my new wine, which cheers God and men, and go to
wave over the trees?

2.For a Nazarite to not shave his head signifies not rejecting but being
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absolutely subject to the headship of the Lord as well as to all deputy

authorities appointed by God—Num. 6:5; Rom. 13:1-2a; Eph. 5:21,
23; 6:1; Heb. 13:17; 1 Pet. 5:5.

R6:5 HEMFRSHEERG—WET, THAHTIH L, HE K Num. 6:5 All the days of his vow of separation no razor shall pass over his head. He shall be holy until the
HER, HEMKEC AR ERIE AR EFHT, days are fulfilled for which he separated himself to Jehovah; he shall let the locks of the hair of
EHmaskk. his head grow long.

Z13:1  ELHAUES, AN YR, B R RR AUE R A Rom. 13:1 Let every person be subject to the authorities over him, for there is no authority except from
w9, FLERBA AT L, God, and those which exist are ordained by God.

Z13:2  FrUARIEERS, REFEHNLT; FENLEELAT. Rom. 13:2 So then he who resists the authority opposes God's ordination, and those who oppose will

receive judgment to themselves.

#5:21 FEEABEE, RN Eph. 5:21 Being subject to one another in the fear of Christ:

# 5:23 HXLKBETFHL, WEAEERHA WL AT Eph. 5:23 For a husband is head of the wife as also Christ is Head of the church, He Himself being the
AR E Savior of the Body.

#6:1  ME)L&Hy, EEEBIRMARITHORE, HHXEIE LW, Eph. 6:1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.

Fk13:17 ARMTEAE AAR AR ATEY, BERM: E/ATAERITH Heb. 13:17 Obey the ones leading you and submit to them, for they watch over your souls as those who
HEEE, FHEXKIA; RIOEFEGAIRREXE, will render an account, that they may do this with joy and not groaning; for this would be
FTENE; EXE, 51N E#ET . unprofitable to you.

KAl 55 FRAE, E4m, ERAEKHA; RAAABKAER, 4 1 Pet. 5:5 In like manner, younger men, be subject to elders; and all of you gird yourselves with humility

FHAHNAZEMERILZES > T%—E 35N
2 RIEZAMFNEHE L RAER—RAT

K 6:7

BUHRERIE, EAMSEEROA, BRESHKEH A

BB, JUF . BRI T R, AT EMAIEE
CAERE, HAML AR EEEML L.

toward one another, because God resists the proud but gives grace to the humble.

3.For a Nazarite to not be defiled by the death of his blood relatives, but
remain in his separation to be holy to God, signifies that a Nazarite

overcomes natural affection—Num. 6:7.

Num. 6:7 He shall not make himself unclean for his father or for his mother, for his brother or for his
sister, when they die, because his separation to God is upon his head.

SMFAAR TR » ZHREGFHEANZAFET »
B TEES o RIFEMEANEMFET 751 HR—6 ~
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4.For a Nazarite to not come near a dead person or to not be defiled
by the sudden death of one beside him signifies that a Nazarite is
separated from death—vv. 6-9; Rev. 3:4; Lev. 11:31; 5:2; cf. 1 John 5:16.

R6:6 #AEMHEaCHAEERFIMEN—HF, FTHRATLA Num. 6:6 All the days that he separates himself to Jehovah he shall not come near a dead person.

R6:7 REIRE. LH. BT BEE, fAT Ef1E 8 Num. 6:7 He shall not make himself unclean for his father or for his mother, for his brother or for his
OEE, ENAS AR T ME AL sister, when they die, because his separation to God is upon his head.

K6:8 ‘EpAlBEl—HT, t2FEMENZH, Num. 6:8 All the days of his separation he is holy to Jehovah.

R6:9 FHEAEMEFARZATLT, UEIEFT oA H ek, Num. 6:9 And if anyone dies very suddenly beside him so that he defiles the head of his separation, then
st EAEREFRE TR, MEES L HAL, he shall shave his head on the day he becomes clean; on the seventh day shall he shave it.

B 3:4 KMk, REFJLLREREIETEH DK, A1E Rev.3:4 But you have a few names in Sardis who have not defiled their garments, and they will walk
FARSHRET, Byl 2RFLn. with Me in white because they are worthy.

Fl11:31 B R HRNIAE T EE W, EEe1st)E, LiE el Lev. 11:31 These are unclean to you among all the swarming things; whoever touches them when they are
w, SeEAER L. dead shall be unclean until the evening.

M5:2 HEAAMEMNLALEZY, TRRELNEZENFER, X Lev.5:2  Orif anyone touches any unclean thing, whether the carcass of an unclean animal or the carcass

TELBEWPK, RFELRAN R, R
B, BHATTE, HATRL,

NZ5:16 AEFRMAE LT FETREFE, L AHBITR, #

“ O —=Ft+"A¥FEIILGK NEMEX—5 50 51

of unclean cattle or the carcass of unclean swarming things, and it escapes his notice, and he is
unclean, then he will be guilty.
1]John 5:16 If anyone sees his brother sinning a sin not unto death, he shall ask and he will give life to
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him, to those sinning not unto death. There is a sin unto death; I do not say that he should make
request concerning that.

At the time of Samuel, the priesthood of the house of Aaron
was utterly fallen; God, however, foresaw the situation;
besides His ordaining the house of Aaron to be the priests,
He made a supplement—the Nazarite vow in Numbers 6—in
case there should be an inadequacy in the ordained priests:

IL.

RK6:1  ERfeexf BT, Num. 6:1 Then Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying,

R6:2 MEXUEIANR, TRFLFTHINNE, tEEHH Num. 6:2 Speak to the children of Israel and say to them, When a man or a woman makes a special vow,
AHR, BEXET o R HkRALERFAE, the vow of a Nazarite, to separate himself to Jehovah,

K6:3 RgETEKEMKE, A8 KARKEENE; T Num. 6:3 He shall separate himself from wine and strong drink; he shall drink no vinegar of wine or
A AEE T, WA CHA TR THE. vinegar of strong drink, nor shall he drink any juice of grapes, nor eat fresh or dried grapes.

K6:4 HEtpFHEERB—TWET, LAEM LN, BRELF Num. 6:4 All the days of his separation he shall eat nothing that is produced by the grape vine, from the
1w, #HAT %, seeds even to the skin.

K6:5 HEMFRIFHERE—ETF, FFARTH L, EK Num. 6:5 All the days of his vow of separation no razor shall pass over his head. He shall be holy until the
HEF, HEMEEC A EREIHFENETFHT; days are fulfilled for which he separated himself to Jehovah; he shall let the locks of the hair of
EEmaskk. his head grow long.

K6:6 AEfEECaAEREMRMEHN—HT, THRALA, Num. 6:6 All the days that he separates himself to Jehovah he shall not come near a dead person.

R6:7 REIRE. LH. BT EE, AT H1E 8 Num. 6:7 He shall not make himself unclean for his father or for his mother, for his brother or for his
S, ERA LA RN EEEMmL L, sister, when they die, because his separation to God is upon his head.

K6:8 oAk —HT, tEFIMERITH, Num. 6:8 All the days of his separation he is holy to Jehovah.

K6:9 HHAEMFARZALT, AT T o 5 H kL, Num. 6:9 And if anyone dies very suddenly beside him so that he defiles the head of his separation, then
R EAEREAE THL, REEZLHA L, he shall shave his head on the day he becomes clean; on the seventh day shall he shave it.

R6:10 #/\H, hEZEAAEMEF A EEFEINLE|TD, 4 Num. 6:10 And on the eighth day he shall bring two turtledoves or two young pigeons to the priest at the
£H, entrance of the Tent of Meeting,

R6:11 HEEf— REBRRLE, —REBL, YHERATAEW Num. 6:11 And the priest shall offer one for a sin offering and the other for a burnt offering, and make
RER, MEELHE TS AN L, expiation for him because he sinned by reason of the dead person. And he shall sanctify his

head that same day.

K6:12 REKECHANERNETF, EFoa B REALI 4, Num. 6:12 And he shall separate to Jehovah the days of his separation and shall bring a male lamb a year
XEE-—A-—SHNFEREERLE; MAEWWHTFENA old for a trespass offering, but the former days shall be void because his separation was defiled.
i, EAMAESR RGBT T .

K6:13 ZMFANFHT HAEERBET, HFT7RZF: AEAM Num. 6:13 Now this is the law of the Nazarite when the days of his separation are fulfilled: He shall be
EIE S SNR= brought to the entrance of the Tent of Meeting.

K6:14 MERGEHELIE, fE2-HEHRE. —SHAF Num. 6:14 And he shall present his offering to Jehovah: one male lamb a year old without blemish for a
EEEE, —HREERKR. —SWEFZEEREL, —R burnt offering, and one female lamb a year old without blemish for a sin offering, and one ram
BRI N R R R, without blemish for a peace offering,

R6:15 F—ETLEMN, RAME AN, SKmiTBEG, Num. 6:15 And a basket of unleavened bread, cakes of fine flour mingled with oil, and unleavened wafers
TR E R AL, anointed with oil, and their meal offering and their drink offerings.

K 6:16 £ EHx R LT, LA ANBEELES Num. 6:16 And the priest shall present them before Jehovah and offer his sin offering and his burnt offering.

R6:17 WEEA R NG FEREERBG, eI TFLL, Num. 6:17 And he shall offer the ram for a sacrifice of peace offerings to Jehovah, with the basket of
B BlER A R AR AR b unleavened bread. The priest shall also offer its meal offering and its drink offering.

K6:18 2HMFAEESHETD Ay B H kML, oA H KL Num. 6:18 And the Nazarite shall shave the head of his separation at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting, and take
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the hair of the head of his separation and put it on the fire that is under the sacrifice of peace offerings.

Num. 6:19 And the priest shall take the boiled shoulder of the ram and one unleavened cake out of the
basket and one unleavened wafer, and shall put them into the hands of the Nazarite after he has
shaved the head of his separation;

Num. 6:20 And the priest shall wave them for a wave offering before Jehovah. It is holy for the priest,
together with the breast of the wave offering and thigh of the heave offering. And afterward the
Nazarite may drink wine.

Num. 6:21 This is the law of the Nazarite who vows, that is, of his offering to Jehovah for his separation, in
addition to what he can afford; according to his vow which he vows, so he must do according to
the law of his separation.

Num. 6:22 Then Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying,

Num. 6:23 Speak to Aaron and to his sons, saying, Thus you shall bless the children of Israel; you shall say
to them,

Num. 6:24 Jehovah bless you and keep you;

Num. 6:25 Jehovah make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you;

Num. 6:26 Jehovah lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.

Num. 6:27 So shall they put My name upon the children of Israel, that I Myself may bless them.

A.When the house of Aaron fell, this supplement was put into practical use;
Samuel became a priest by being consecrated, separated, and lent to the
Lord—1 Sam. 1:11, 27-28.

1 Sam. 1:11 And she made a vow and said, O Jehovah of hosts, if You will indeed look upon the affliction
of Your female servant and remember me and not forget Your female servant, but give to Your
female servant a male child, then I will give him to Jehovah for all the days of his life, and no
razor will come upon his head.

1 Sam. 1:27 It was for this child that [ prayed, and Jehovah has granted me my request that I requested
from Him.

1 Sam. 1:28 Therefore I, for my part, have lent him to Jehovah; all the days that he lives, he is lent to
Jehovah. And he worshipped Jehovah there.

B. At the time of Eli, God was poor as far as the priesthood was concerned,
so Hannah lent Samuel to the Lord; when the situation is abnormal, the
Lord becomes poor with respect to His administration, and there is the
need for someone to voluntarily lend himself to the Lord.

C. After she presented Samuel to Eli, Hannah praised God for His salvation
accomplished through His marvelous deeds; her prayer was related to
God's move in His economy and indicated that she realized something

concerning God's economy—2:1-10.

1 Sam. 2:1 And Hannah prayed and said: / My heart exults in Jehovah; / My horn is exalted in Jehovah; /
My mouth is enlarged against my enemies, / Because I rejoice in Your salvation.
1 Sam. 2:2 There is none holy like Jehovah, / For there is none besides You; / Nor is there a rock like our

2021 December Semiannual Training-Outline & Scriptures- Page 52



BB ERATHM,

W23 RINAEFREMMNE, WA E o HEZNEE; HEA
LRSI, NHTHBREE.

BE2:4 FLWTEHBITN; BEWAINUAERE.

#los5 FRUGEMN, RMEBRIKE; KK, THILK. T4
B, £T7EM%&; 28 IL&d, REZEM.

#bo.6 HfadeE AL, WEAE; FEATHE, #EALE,

BE2:7 IFEEALY, WEABR;, EAEM, LEATH.

BE2:8 WARLEHLFEREAN, NEEFREFZA, FH115
B AR, ATERNEM, TR TEMAE, #
BHRITELE,

BE2:9 WARPHERANEY, ERAEZEFRESHT; H
HANBAGENEG .

#b2:10 GE A S0, SOWATH; AR EULE R B MAL
Hifn e b FHAREA; G A EGERFTIHE, &
EHZEENA.

AMBEAEUMNGEY TKA; #EFF5 1L
ut, £AA @Al F RIRFEL (11T,
18 ~19, ) S A HKFE AWK

BE2: 11 UA @ ERBERET . ARTELAUAN T FRH
fude,

BL2:18 AH, BMEHFXEET, REARTNLUREGF, EHMmL
[N

B 2:19 B EEFHME—FIM, AELkERRFLH
1747 5k 451t

— e RS AT, AT AR IR A
% T TRANNMETR, £iL; HET%

1R, R, AW, FiL, ARF, - H
X REAE, BALRS R, BET, MEF,
BAEFH, 7L, A" —=1~10:

#ME3:1 EFTHEHEUATREFR L, SALHTF, Fifnd

WEIERD, TEERZ.
#LE3:2 —H, UFEEEECHHEY; wIRECEEHE, T

W,
Wb 3:3 METEREARK; MEFEENETMEHBRF, HEH
HEAAE

B34 EiAnferfeefi BT, MEBEY, REXE.

#E3:5 MBMBUMAE, K#, RIRK, REXE, DA,
RIRA iy, ELEE, R EET

B 3:6 EMmEX Ty, REBH. HBETRLK, HUAMME, &, K
ek, REXE, UAIR, R, REFFLIE, BEEL,

O —=F+ " A¥EFEEIILZG NEMEX—55 53 51

God.

1 Sam. 2:3 Talk no more so very proudly; / Do not let arrogance go forth from your mouth; / For Jehovah
is a God of knowledge, / And actions are weighed by Him.

1 Sam. 2:4 The bows of the mighty men are broken, / And those who stumbled are girded with strength.

1 Sam. 2:5 Those who were full have hired themselves out for food, / And those who were hungry are not so
any longer. / She who was barren has borne seven, / And she who had many children languishes.

1 Sam. 2:6 Jehovah Kkills and makes alive; / He brings down to Sheol and brings up.

1 Sam. 2:7 Jehovah makes poor and makes rich; / He makes low and also lifts up.

1 Sam. 2:8 He raises the poor from the dust, / From the ash heap He lifts the needy, / That He may seat
them with princes / And cause them to inherit the throne of glory. / For the pillars of the earth
are Jehovah's, / And He has set the world upon them.

1 Sam. 2:9 He will keep the feet of His faithful ones, / But the wicked will be silenced in darkness; / For not
by strength shall any man prevail.

1 Sam. 2:10 Those who strive with Jehovah will be shattered; / Against them He will thunder in heaven. /
Jehovah will judge the ends of the earth; / And He will give strength to His king / And exalt the
horn of His anointed.

Samuel grew up under the custody of Eli; in his youth
Samuel ministered to Jehovah before Eli (vv. 11b, 18-19),
being taught by Eli the way to minister to God:

1 Sam. 2:11 And Elkanah went to Ramah to his house. And the child ministered to Jehovah before Eli the
priest.
1 Sam. 2:18 And Samuel ministered before Jehovah, as a boy wearing a linen ephod.

1 Sam. 2:19 And his mother would make him a little robe and bring it up to him yearly when she went up
with her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice.

God called Samuel three times; "then Eli perceived that it was Jehovah
calling the boy. And Eli said to Samuel, Go and lie down, and if He calls
you, you shall say, Speak, O Jehovah; for Your servant is listening...Then
Jehovah came and stood by and called as at the other times, Samuel!
Samuel! And Samuel said, Speak, for Your servant is listening"—3:1-10:

1 Sam. 3:1 And the boy Samuel ministered to Jehovah before Eli. Now the word of Jehovah was rare in
those days; visions were not widespread.

1 Sam. 3:2 And at that time Eli lay in his place, and his eyesight had begun to grow dim, so that he could
not see.

1 Sam. 3:3 And the lamp of God had not yet gone out. And Samuel lay in the temple of Jehovah, where the
Ark of God was.

1 Sam. 3:4 Then Jehovah called to Samuel. And he said, Here I am.

1 Sam. 3:5 And he ran to Eli and said, Here I am, for you called me. And he said, I did not call. Go back and
lie down. And he went and lay down.

1 Sam. 3:6 And Jehovah called yet again, Samuel. And Samuel rose up and went to Eli and said, Here I am,
for you called me. And he said, I did not call, my son. Go back and lie down.
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1 Sam. 3:7 Now Samuel did not yet know Jehovah, and the word of Jehovah had not yet been revealed to him.

1 Sam. 3:8 Then Jehovah called Samuel again, the third time. And he rose up and went to Eli and said, Here
[ am, for you called me. Then Eli perceived that it was Jehovah calling the boy.

1 Sam. 3:9 And Eli said to Samuel, Go and lie down, and if He calls you, you shall say, Speak, O Jehovah; for
Your servant is listening. And Samuel went and lay down in his place.

1 Sam. 3:10 Then Jehovah came and stood by and called as at the other times, Samuel! Samuel! And
Samuel said, Speak, for Your servant is listening.

1.This was something completely positive that Samuel learned from Elj;

as the Lord's servants, we need to maintain our fellowship with Him,
always listening to Him—Luke 1:34-38; 10:38-42.

Luke 1:34 But Mary said to the angel, How will this be, since I have not known a man?

Luke 1:35 And the angel answered and said to her, The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of
the Most High will overshadow you; therefore also the holy thing which is born will be called
the Son of God.

Luke 1:36 And behold, Elizabeth your relative, she also has conceived a son in her old age, and this is the
sixth month for her who is called barren,

Luke 1:37 Because no word will be impossible with God.

Luke 1:38 And Mary said, Behold, the slave of the Lord. May it happen to me according to your word. And
the angel departed from her.

Luke 10:38 Now as they went, He entered into a certain village, and a certain woman named Martha
received Him into her home.

Luke 10:39 And she had a sister called Mary, who also sat at the Lord's feet and was listening to His word.

Luke 10:40 But Martha was being drawn about with much serving, and she came up to Him and said,
Lord, does it not matter to You that my sister has left me to serve alone? Tell her then to do her
part with me.

Luke 10:41 But the Lord answered and said to her, Martha, Martha, you are anxious and troubled about
many things;

Luke 10:42 But there is need of one thing, for Mary has chosen the good part, which shall not be taken
away from her.

2.0ur lives depend on the Lord's words, and our work depends on His
commands (Rev. 2:7; 1 Sam. 3:9-10; cf. [sa. 50:4-5; Exo. 21:6); the life
of the believers hinges totally upon the Lord's speaking (Eph. 5:26-
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27).

Rev.2:7 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes, to
him [ will give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the Paradise of God.

1 Sam. 3:9 And Eli said to Samuel, Go and lie down, and if He calls you, you shall say, Speak, O Jehovah; for
Your servant is listening. And Samuel went and lay down in his place.

1 Sam. 3:10 Then Jehovah came and stood by and called as at the other times, Samuel! Samuel! And
Samuel said, Speak, for Your servant is listening.

Isa.50:4 The Lord Jehovah has given me / The tongue of the instructed, / That I should know how to
sustain the weary with a word. / He awakens me morning by morning; / He awakens my ear /
To hear as an instructed one.
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Isa. 50:5 The Lord Jehovah has opened my ear; / And I was not rebellious, / Nor did I turn back.

Exo.21:6 Then his master shall bring him to God and shall bring him to the door or to the doorpost, and
his master shall bore his ear through with an awl; and he shall serve him forever.

Eph. 5:26 That He might sanctify her, cleansing her by the washing of the water in the word,

Eph. 5:27 That He might present the church to Himself glorious, not having spot or wrinkle or any such
things, but that she would be holy and without blemish.

3.The Lord's speaking enables us to fulfill the goal of His eternal
economy to have a bride as His counterpart—Rev. 2:7; Eph. 5:26-27; S.
S.8:13-14.

Rev. 2:7 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes, to
him I will give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the Paradise of God.

Eph. 5:26 That He might sanctify her, cleansing her by the washing of the water in the word,

Eph. 5:27 That He might present the church to Himself glorious, not having spot or wrinkle or any such
things, but that she would be holy and without blemish.

S.S.8:13 0O you who dwell in the gardens, / My companions listen for your voice; / Let me hear it.

S.S.8:14 Make haste, my beloved, / And be like a gazelle or a young hart / Upon the mountains of spices.
B. While Samuel was learning, he observed the deterioration of the degraded
Aaronic priesthood:

1.He saw the Ark of God being usurped by the elders of the people
and captured by the Philistines with the glory of God departing
from Israel; he realized God's severe judgment on the house of Elj,
which included the deaths of Eli and his two evil sons, Hophni and
Phinehas—1 Sam. 2:12-36; 4:11-22.

1 Sam. 2:12 Now the sons of Eli were worthless men; they did not know Jehovah,

1 Sam. 2:13 Nor did they regard the priests' rightful due with the people. When any man offered a
sacrifice, the priest's attendant would come with a three-pronged fork in his hand while the
flesh was boiling,

1 Sam. 2:14 And he would thrust it into the pan or Kkettle or cauldron or pot; all that the fork brought up,
the priest took with it. Thus they did in Shiloh to all the Israelites who came there.

1 Sam. 2:15 Indeed before they burned the fat, the priest's attendant would come and say to the man
sacrificing, Give some flesh to roast for the priest, for he will not accept boiled flesh from you,
but only raw.

1 Sam. 2:16 And if the man said to him, Let them burn up the fat first, then take as much as your soul
desires; he would say, No, but you shall give it now; otherwise, [ will take it by force.

1 Sam. 2:17 And the sin of the young men was very great before Jehovah, for the men despised the
offering of Jehovah.

1 Sam. 2:18 And Samuel ministered before Jehovah, as a boy wearing a linen ephod.
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1 Sam. 2:19 And his mother would make him a little robe and bring it up to him yearly when she went up
with her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice.

1 Sam. 2:20 And Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife and say, May Jehovah give you seed by this woman
in place of the one she requested of Jehovah; and they would go back to their place.

1 Sam. 2:21 And Jehovah visited Hannah, and she conceived and bore three sons and two daughters. And
the boy Samuel grew before Jehovah.

1 Sam. 2:22 Now Eli was very old, and he heard of all that his sons did to all Israel and how they lay with
the women who were engaged in service at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting.

1 Sam. 2:23 And he said to them, Why do you do such things? For I hear of your evil dealings from all this
people.

1 Sam. 2:24 No, my sons; for it is not a good report that I hear Jehovah's people spreading.

1 Sam. 2:25 If one man sins against another man, God will arbitrate for him; but if a man sins against
Jehovah, who will arbitrate for him? But they would not listen to the voice of their father, for
Jehovah was pleased to kill them.

1 Sam. 2:26 And the boy Samuel continued to grow in stature and in favor both with Jehovah and with
men.

1 Sam. 2:27 And a man of God came to Eli and said to him, Thus says Jehovah, I revealed Myself to the
house of your father when they were in Egypt as slaves to Pharaoh's house.

1 Sam. 2:28 And I chose him out of all the tribes of Israel to be My priest, to go up to My altar, to burn
incense, and to wear the ephod before Me. And I gave the house of your father all the offerings
by fire of the children of Israel.

1 Sam. 2:29 Why then do you kick at My sacrifice and My offering, which [ have commanded in My
habitation, and honor your sons more than Me by making yourselves fat with the best of all the
offerings of Israel My people?

1 Sam. 2:30 Therefore Jehovah the God of Israel declares, I surely said that your house and the house of
your father would walk before Me forever; but now Jehovah declares, Far be it from Me; for
those who honor Me [ will honor, and those who spurn Me will be lightly esteemed.

1 Sam. 2:31 The days are now coming when I will cut off your arm and the arm of the house of your father,
so that there will not be an old man in your house.

1 Sam. 2:32 And you shall see the distress of My habitation in the midst of all the good that I will do to
Israel, and there shall not be an old man in your house forever.

1 Sam. 2:33 And that man of yours whom I do not cut off from My altar shall be left to consume your eyes
and to grieve your soul, and all the increase of your house shall die by the swords of men.

1 Sam. 2:34 And this will be the sign to you, which will come upon your two sons, upon Hophni and
Phinehas: In one day both of them shall die.

1 Sam. 2:35 And [ will raise up for Myself a faithful priest, who will do according to what is in My heart and
in My mind; and [ will build him a sure house; and he will go before My anointed continually.

1 Sam. 2:36 And everyone who is left of your house will come and bow down to him for a piece of silver
and for a loaf of bread, and will say, Please put me in one of the priests' offices that I may eat a
morsel of bread.

1 Sam. 4:11 And the Ark of God was taken, and the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, died.

1 Sam. 4:12 And a man of Benjamin ran from the array and came to Shiloh on the same day, with his
clothes torn and earth upon his head.

1 Sam. 4:13 And when he came, there was Elj, sitting on his seat by the roadside watching; for his heart trembled
for the Ark of God. And when the man came to tell the news to the city, the whole city cried out.
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1 Sam. 4:14 And when Eli heard the sound of the cry, he said, What does this sound of commotion mean?
And the man hurried and came and told Eli.

1 Sam. 4:15 Now Eli was ninety-eight years old; and his eyes were set, and he could not see.

1 Sam. 4:16 And the man said to Eli, | am he who has come from the array, and I fled from the array today.
And he said, How did the matter go, my son?

1 Sam. 4:17 And he who brought the news answered and said, Israel fled before the Philistines, and there
was a great slaughter among the people; and even your two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, are
dead; and the Ark of God has been taken.

1 Sam. 4:18 And when he mentioned the Ark of God, Eli fell from off his seat backward by the side of the
gate. And he broke his neck and died, for he was an old man and heavy. And he had judged
Israel forty years.

1 Sam. 4:19 And his daughter-in-law, the wife of Phinehas, was pregnant, about to deliver; and when she
heard the report that the Ark of God had been taken and that her father-in-law and her husband
had died, she bowed down and gave birth, for her pains came upon her.

1 Sam. 4:20 And around the time that she died, the women who stood around her said, Do not fear, for
you have borne a son. But she did not answer or pay attention.

1 Sam. 4:21 And she named the child Ichabod, meaning, The glory has departed from Israel, because the
Ark of God had been taken and because of her father-in-law and her husband.

1 Sam. 4:22 And she said, The glory has departed from Israel, for the Ark of God has been taken.

2.God's severe judgment on the house of Eli was prophesied by a man

of God (2:27-36); then, this severe judgment was confirmed by the
word of Jehovah spoken through Samuel (3:11-18).

1 Sam. 2:27 And a man of God came to Eli and said to him, Thus says Jehovah, [ revealed Myself to the
house of your father when they were in Egypt as slaves to Pharaoh's house.

1 Sam. 2:28 And I chose him out of all the tribes of Israel to be My priest, to go up to My altar, to burn
incense, and to wear the ephod before Me. And I gave the house of your father all the offerings
by fire of the children of Israel.

1 Sam. 2:29 Why then do you kick at My sacrifice and My offering, which I have commanded in My
habitation, and honor your sons more than Me by making yourselves fat with the best of all the
offerings of Israel My people?

1 Sam. 2:30 Therefore Jehovah the God of Israel declares, I surely said that your house and the house of
your father would walk before Me forever; but now Jehovah declares, Far be it from Me; for
those who honor Me I will honor, and those who spurn Me will be lightly esteemed.

1 Sam. 2:31 The days are now coming when [ will cut off your arm and the arm of the house of your father,
so that there will not be an old man in your house.

1 Sam. 2:32 And you shall see the distress of My habitation in the midst of all the good that I will do to
Israel, and there shall not be an old man in your house forever.

1 Sam. 2:33 And that man of yours whom [ do not cut off from My altar shall be left to consume your eyes
and to grieve your soul, and all the increase of your house shall die by the swords of men.

1 Sam. 2:34 And this will be the sign to you, which will come upon your two sons, upon Hophni and
Phinehas: In one day both of them shall die.

1 Sam. 2:35 And I will raise up for Myself a faithful priest, who will do according to what is in My heart and
in My mind; and I will build him a sure house; and he will go before My anointed continually.

1 Sam. 2:36 And everyone who is left of your house will come and bow down to him for a piece of silver and for a
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loaf of bread, and will say, Please put me in one of the priests' offices that I may eat a morsel of bread.

1 Sam. 3:11 And Jehovah said to Samuel, I am about to do something in Israel which will make both ears
of anyone who hears of it tingle.

1 Sam. 3:12 On that day I will fulfill against Eli all that I have spoken concerning his house, from beginning
to end.

1 Sam. 3:13 For [ have told him that I am about to judge his house forever because of the iniquity which
he knew; for his sons brought the curse upon themselves, and he did not restrain them.

1 Sam. 3:14 And therefore I have sworn to the house of Eli that the iniquity of the house of Eli shall not be
expiated by sacrifice or by offering forever.

1 Sam. 3:15 And Samuel lay down until the morning, when he opened the doors of the house of Jehovah.
And Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to Eli.

1 Sam. 3:16 But Eli called Samuel and said, Samuel my son. And he said, Here I am.

1 Sam. 3:17 And he said, What was the word that He spoke to you? Do not hide it from me. May God do so
to you, and even more, if you hide from me any of the word which He spoke to you.

1 Sam. 3:18 So Samuel told him everything and did not hide anything from him. And he said, He is
Jehovah; let Him do what is good in His sight.

3.God's purpose in telling Eli through Samuel of the coming judgment
might have been to make an unforgettable impression on this young
priestly boy; this was God's wisdom—vv. 17-18.

1 Sam. 3:17 And he said, What was the word that He spoke to you? Do not hide it from me. May God do so
to you, and even more, if you hide from me any of the word which He spoke to you.

1 Sam. 3:18 So Samuel told him everything and did not hide anything from him. And he said, He is
Jehovah; let Him do what is good in His sight.

4.This did not weaken Samuel in his future Nazarite priesthood; rather,
it became a constant warning to him throughout his priestly service
that helped him to remain pure in his service to God for his entire life.

IV. Samuel was one who turned the age into the age of the
kingdom with the Kingship; this was a great thing not only
in the history of Israel but even in the history of mankind:

A.Samuel did not rebel against the house of Aaron, and he did not usurp anything
of the house of Aaron; as Samuel was growing, God arranged the environment
to perfect him and to build up his capacity to do everything that was needed for
God to change the age into the age of the king with the kingdom.

B.As a priest Samuel replaced and, in a sense, terminated the stale Aaronic
priesthood; God used Samuel to change the age not through rebellion
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or revolution but through the way of divine revelation to bring in the
kingship.

C. Samuel was a man of revelation, and he did everything according to what

he saw; "Jehovah revealed Himself to Samuel...by the word of Jehovah" (v.
21); furthermore, Samuel was a man according to God's heart—a copy, a
duplicate, of God's heart; as such a person, he would never do anything
rebellious.

1 Sam. 3:21 And Jehovah continued to appear in Shiloh, for Jehovah revealed Himself to Samuel in Shiloh
by the word of Jehovah.

V. Samuel's whole being and person, not just his doing, living,

and work, were according to God; Samuel's being and God's
heart were one; for this reason we may say that Samuel, a
man according to God, was the acting God on earth:

A.God's mind was Samuel's consideration; he had no other thought,

consideration, or thinking; his living and working were for the carrying
out of whatever was in God's heart.

B.Samuel anointed Saul and David to be kings (10:1; 16:1, 13); this was

according to God's ordination that Samuel should go before His anointed
continually (2:35) to supervise the king, observing what the king was
doing.

1 Sam. 10:1 Then Samuel took the vial of oil and poured it upon his head, and he kissed him and said,
Jehovah anoints you ruler over His inheritance.

1 Sam. 16:1 And Jehovah said to Samuel, How long will you mourn for Saul, though I have rejected
him from being king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil, and go; I will send you to Jesse the
Bethlehemite; for I have selected for Myself a king among his sons.

1Sam. 16:13 And Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of his brothers, and the Spirit
of Jehovah rushed upon David from that day forward. Then Samuel rose up and went to Ramah.

1 Sam. 2:35 And I will raise up for Myself a faithful priest, who will do according to what is in My heart and
in My mind; and I will build him a sure house; and he will go before My anointed continually.

C. This indicates that Samuel, the acting God on earth, was greater than the

king; Samuel could be qualified to such an extent because for many years
God had been perfecting him uniquely for His economy:
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A

1.Samuel could be used by God to carry out His economy because he
was a man according to God and God's heart, having no self-seeking
nor any thought of self-gain—cf. Matt. 16:24-26; Luke 9:23-25.

Matt. 16:24 Then Jesus said to His disciples, If anyone wants to come after Me, let him deny himself and
take up his cross and follow Me.

Matt. 16:25 For whoever wants to save his soul-life shall lose it; but whoever loses his soul-life for My
sake shall find it.

Matt. 16:26 For what shall a man be profited if he gains the whole world, but forfeits his soul-life? Or what
shall a man give in exchange for his soul-life?

Luke 9:23 And He said to them all, If anyone wants to come after Me, let him deny himself and take up his
cross daily and follow Me.

Luke 9:24 For whoever wants to save his soul-life shall lose it; but whoever loses his soul-life for My sake,
this one shall save it.

Luke 9:25 For what is a man profited if he gains the whole world but loses or forfeits himself?

2.He had no heart for anything besides God's heart and God's elect; his
heart was a reflection of God's heart—cf. Phil. 2:19-22; 2 Cor. 3:16-18.

Phil. 2:19 But I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you shortly, that [ also may be encouraged by
knowing the things concerning you.

Phil. 2:20 For I have no one like-souled who will genuinely care for what concerns you;

Phil. 2:21 For all seek their own things, not the things of Christ Jesus.

Phil. 2:22 But you know his approvedness, that as a child with a father he has served with me unto the
gospel.

2 Cor. 3:16 But whenever their heart turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away.

2 Cor. 3:17 And the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.

2 Cor. 3:18 But we all with unveiled face, beholding and reflecting like a mirror the glory of the Lord, are
being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, even as from the Lord Spirit.

3.Samuel considered that not praying for God's people, who are His
personal treasure and possession, was a sin against Jehovah—1 Sam.
12:23; Exo. 19:5.

1 Sam. 12:23 Moreover as for me, far be it from me that I would sin against Jehovah by ceasing to pray for
you, but [ will instruct you in the good and right way.

Exo.19:5 Now therefore if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be My
personal treasure from among all peoples, for all the earth is Mine.

D.Although it was not easy for Samuel to stand for God in his particular
environment, he cared for God's interest and turned the age; according to
the Old Testament, Samuel is ranked with Moses in being for God and for
God's interest—]Jer. 15:1.

Jer.15:1 And Jehovah said to me, Even though Moses and Samuel were to stand before Me, My soul
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would not turn toward this people. Send them out of My sight and let them go.
E."Samuel told the people the practice of the kingdom, and he wrote it in a
book and laid it before Jehovah"—1 Sam. 10:25a:

1 Sam. 10:25 Then Samuel told the people the practice of the kingdom, and he wrote it in a book and laid it
before Jehovah. And Samuel sent all the people away, every man to his house.

1.Moses gave the law to the children of Israel, but before Samuel came
they did not have a set of bylaws, a constitution.

2.Samuel taught the people the bylaws, the constitution, the practice,
the customs, the manners, the ordinances, and the rules of how to
practice the kingdom of God on earth.

VI. God began a new age in raising up Samuel, a young
Nazarite, as a faithful priest to replace the degraded
priesthood—2:35:

1 Sam. 2:35 And I will raise up for Myself a faithful priest, who will do according to what is in My heart and
in My mind; and [ will build him a sure house; and he will go before My anointed continually.

A.Samuel was established by God to speak the word of God to replace the
teaching of the word of God by the old priesthood; in the priesthood the
first thing that a priest should do is to speak for God.

B. The breastplate and the Urim and the Thummim worn by the high priest were
the means used by God to speak to His people (Exo. 28:30); in the degradation
of the priesthood God's speaking was almost lost (1 Sam. 3:1, 3a).

Exo. 28:30And you shall put in the breastplate of judgment the Urim and the Thummim; and they shall
be on Aaron's heart when he goes in before Jehovah, and Aaron shall bear the judgment of the
children of Israel on his heart before Jehovah continually.

1 Sam. 3:1 And the boy Samuel ministered to Jehovah before Eli. Now the word of Jehovah was rare in
those days; visions were not widespread.

1 Sam. 3:3 And the lamp of God had not yet gone out. And Samuel lay in the temple of Jehovah, where the
Ark of God was.

C. God ministered His word to His elect by establishing Samuel as a prophet
in the uplifted prophethood (vv. 20-21), and He exercised His authority
over His elect by raising up Samuel as a judge (7:15-17).
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1 Sam. 3:20 And all Israel, from Dan to Beer-sheba, knew that Samuel had been established as a prophet
of Jehovah.

1 Sam. 3:21 And Jehovah continued to appear in Shiloh, for Jehovah revealed Himself to Samuel in Shiloh
by the word of Jehovah.

1 Sam. 7:15 And Samuel judged Israel all the days of his life.

1 Sam. 7:16 And he went year by year in circuit to Bethel and Gilgal and Mizpah, and he judged Israel in
all those places.

1 Sam. 7:17 Then he would return to Ramah, for his house was there. And he judged Israel there and built
an altar to Jehovah there.

D.Samuel, as the last judge, terminated the judgeship, and, as the new
priest, brought in the kingship, which was strengthened by the uplifted
prophethood.

E.God needed to raise up a living person, a prophet, to speak for Him; in
God's ordination Samuel is considered as the first prophet because he
brought in the prophethood for God's speaking—Acts 3:24; 13:20; Heb.
11:32.

Acts 3:24 And also all the prophets, from Samuel and those in succession after him, as many as spoke,
also announced these days.

Acts 13:20And after these things, for about four hundred and fifty years, He gave them judges until Samuel
the prophet.

Heb. 11:32 And what more shall [ say? For time will fail me if I tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of
David and Samuel and the prophets,

Vil.Samuel was one with God on earth; as the acting God on
earth, the representative of the very God in heaven to
rule over His people on earth, Samuel ministered in five
statuses—1 Sam. 7:3:

1 Sam. 7:3 Then Samuel spoke to all the house of Israel, saying, If you are returning with all your heart to
Jehovah, remove the foreign gods and the Ashtaroth from your midst, and direct your heart to
Jehovah and serve only Him; and He will deliver you from the hand of the Philistines.

A.Samuel ministered as a Nazarite, consecrated to God absolutely for God's
fulfillment of His economy—1:11, 28a.

1 Sam. 1:11 And she made a vow and said, O Jehovah of hosts, if You will indeed look upon the affliction
of Your female servant and remember me and not forget Your female servant, but give to Your
female servant a male child, then I will give him to Jehovah for all the days of his life, and no
razor will come upon his head.

1 Sam. 1:28 Therefore I, for my part, have lent him to Jehovah; all the days that he lives, he is lent to
Jehovah. And he worshipped Jehovah there.
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your father would walk before Me forever; but now Jehovah declares, Far be it from Me; for
those who honor Me I will honor, and those who spurn Me will be lightly esteemed.

2:35 And I will raise up for Myself a faithful priest, who will do according to what is in My heart and
in My mind; and [ will build him a sure house; and he will go before My anointed continually.
2:36 And everyone who is left of your house will come and bow down to him for a piece of silver
and for a loaf of bread, and will say, Please put me in one of the priests' offices that I may eat a

morsel of bread.

7:3 Then Samuel spoke to all the house of Israel, saying, If you are returning with all your heart to
Jehovah, remove the foreign gods and the Ashtaroth from your midst, and direct your heart to
Jehovah and serve only Him; and He will deliver you from the hand of the Philistines.

7:4 Then the children of Israel removed the Baals and the Ashtaroth, and served only Jehovah.

7:5 And Samuel said, Gather all Israel to Mizpah, and [ will pray to Jehovah for you.

7:6 And they gathered at Mizpah and drew water and poured it out before Jehovah, and they fasted
that day. And they said there, We have sinned against Jehovah. And Samuel judged the children
of Israel at Mizpah.

7:7 Now when the Philistines heard that the children of Israel gathered themselves at Mizpah, the
lords of the Philistines went up against Israel. And when the children of Israel heard of it, they
were afraid of the Philistines.

7:8 And the children of Israel said to Samuel, Do not stop crying to Jehovah our God for us, so that
He will save us from the hand of the Philistines.

7:9 And Samuel took a suckling lamb and offered it up as a whole burnt offering to Jehovah. And
Samuel cried out to Jehovah for Israel, and Jehovah answered him.

7:10 And while Samuel was offering up the burnt offering, the Philistines approached for battle
against [srael. And Jehovah thundered with a great voice that day against the Philistines and
threw them into a panic; and they were struck down before Israel.

7:11 And the men of Israel went out from Mizpah and pursued the Philistines, and they struck
them as far as below Beth-car.

7:12 Then Samuel took a stone and set it between Mizpah and Shen; and he called its name Eben-
ezer and said, Thus far Jehovah has helped us.

7:13 So the Philistines were subdued, and they no longer came into the territory of Israel. And the
hand of Jehovah was against the Philistines all the days of Samuel.

7:14 And the cities which the Philistines had taken from Israel were returned to Israel, from Ekron
to Gath; and Israel rescued their territory from the hand of the Philistines. And there was peace
between Israel and the Amorites.

7:15 And Samuel judged Israel all the days of his life.

7:16 And he went year by year in circuit to Bethel and Gilgal and Mizpah, and he judged Israel in
all those places.
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1 Sam. 7:17 Then he would return to Ramah, for his house was there. And he judged Israel there and built
an altar to Jehovah there.

Judg. 9:9 But the olive tree said to them, Shall I leave my fatness, because of which God and men are
honored by me, and go to wave over the trees?

Judg. 9:13 But the vine said to them, Shall I leave my new wine, which cheers God and men, and go to
wave over the trees?

C. Samuel ministered as a prophet established by God (1 Sam. 3:20) to speak
the word of God to replace the teaching of the old priesthood at a time
when the word of Jehovah was rare and visions were not widespread (vv.
1-10, 19-21).

1 Sam. 3:20 And all Israel, from Dan to Beer-sheba, knew that Samuel had been established as a prophet
of Jehovah.

1 Sam. 3:1 And the boy Samuel ministered to Jehovah before Eli. Now the word of Jehovah was rare in
those days; visions were not widespread.

1 Sam. 3:2 And at that time Eli lay in his place, and his eyesight had begun to grow dim, so that he could
not see.

1 Sam. 3:3 And the lamp of God had not yet gone out. And Samuel lay in the temple of Jehovah, where the
Ark of God was.

1 Sam. 3:4 Then Jehovah called to Samuel. And he said, Here I am.

1 Sam. 3:5 And he ran to Eli and said, Here [ am, for you called me. And he said, I did not call. Go back and
lie down. And he went and lay down.

1 Sam. 3:6 And Jehovah called yet again, Samuel. And Samuel rose up and went to Eli and said, Here I am,
for you called me. And he said, I did not call, my son. Go back and lie down.

1 Sam. 3:7 Now Samuel did not yet know Jehovah, and the word of Jehovah had not yet been revealed to him.

1 Sam. 3:8 Then Jehovah called Samuel again, the third time. And he rose up and went to Eli and said, Here
[ am, for you called me. Then Eli perceived that it was Jehovah calling the boy.

1 Sam. 3:9 And Eli said to Samuel, Go and lie down, and if He calls you, you shall say, Speak, O Jehovah; for
Your servant is listening. And Samuel went and lay down in his place.

1 Sam. 3:10 Then Jehovah came and stood by and called as at the other times, Samuel! Samuel! And
Samuel said, Speak, for Your servant is listening.

1 Sam. 3:19 And Samuel grew, and Jehovah was with him and let none of his words fall to the ground.

1 Sam. 3:20 And all Israel, from Dan to Beer-sheba, knew that Samuel had been established as a prophet
of Jehovah.

1 Sam. 3:21 And Jehovah continued to appear in Shiloh, for Jehovah revealed Himself to Samuel in Shiloh
by the word of Jehovah.

D.Samuel ministered as a judge in the reality of the kingship to replace the
judging of the people by the old and stale priesthood—7:15-17.

1 Sam. 7:15 And Samuel judged Israel all the days of his life.

1 Sam. 7:16 And he went year by year in circuit to Bethel and Gilgal and Mizpah, and he judged Israel in
all those places.

1 Sam. 7:17 Then he would return to Ramah, for his house was there. And he judged Israel there and built
an altar to Jehovah there.
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E.Samuel ministered as a man of prayer who prayed for God's elect so
that they would be kept in the way of God, would be one with God,
would not be ensnared by the idols of the nations, and would enjoy God
as Ebenezer (meaning "the stone of help"—v. 12) in order that God's
desire in His will regarding them might be fulfilled (vv. 3-17; 8:6; 12:19-
25; 15:11b).

1 Sam. 7:3 Then Samuel spoke to all the house of Israel, saying, If you are returning with all your heart to
Jehovah, remove the foreign gods and the Ashtaroth from your midst, and direct your heart to
Jehovah and serve only Him; and He will deliver you from the hand of the Philistines.

1 Sam. 7:4 Then the children of Israel removed the Baals and the Ashtaroth, and served only Jehovah.

1 Sam. 7:5 And Samuel said, Gather all Israel to Mizpah, and I will pray to Jehovah for you.

1 Sam. 7:6 And they gathered at Mizpah and drew water and poured it out before Jehovah, and they fasted
that day. And they said there, We have sinned against Jehovah. And Samuel judged the children
of Israel at Mizpah.

1 Sam. 7:7 Now when the Philistines heard that the children of Israel gathered themselves at Mizpah, the
lords of the Philistines went up against Israel. And when the children of Israel heard of it, they
were afraid of the Philistines.

1 Sam. 7:8 And the children of Israel said to Samuel, Do not stop crying to Jehovah our God for us, so that
He will save us from the hand of the Philistines.

1 Sam. 7:9 And Samuel took a suckling lamb and offered it up as a whole burnt offering to Jehovah. And
Samuel cried out to Jehovah for Israel, and Jehovah answered him.

1 Sam. 7:10 And while Samuel was offering up the burnt offering, the Philistines approached for battle
against Israel. And Jehovah thundered with a great voice that day against the Philistines and
threw them into a panic; and they were struck down before Israel.

1 Sam. 7:11 And the men of Israel went out from Mizpah and pursued the Philistines, and they struck
them as far as below Beth-car.

1 Sam. 7:12 Then Samuel took a stone and set it between Mizpah and Shen; and he called its name Eben-
ezer and said, Thus far Jehovah has helped us.

1 Sam. 7:13 So the Philistines were subdued, and they no longer came into the territory of Israel. And the
hand of Jehovah was against the Philistines all the days of Samuel.

1 Sam. 7:14 And the cities which the Philistines had taken from Israel were returned to Israel, from Ekron
to Gath; and Israel rescued their territory from the hand of the Philistines. And there was peace
between Israel and the Amorites.

1 Sam. 7:15 And Samuel judged Israel all the days of his life.

1 Sam. 7:16 And he went year by year in circuit to Bethel and Gilgal and Mizpah, and he judged Israel in
all those places.

1 Sam. 7:17 Then he would return to Ramabh, for his house was there. And he judged Israel there and built
an altar to Jehovah there.

1 Sam. 8:6 But the matter displeased Samuel when they said, Give us a king to judge us. Then Samuel
prayed to Jehovah.

1Sam. 12:19 Then all the people said to Samuel, Pray to Jehovah your God for your servants that we would
not die, for we have added to all our sins the evil of asking for a king for ourselves.
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.12:20 And Samuel said to the people, Do not be afraid. You have done all this evil, yet do not turn
away from following Jehovah, but serve Jehovah with all your heart.

.12:21 And do not turn away, for your turning away would be after vain idols, which cannot profit or
deliver you, for they are vanity.

.12:22 For because of His great name Jehovah will not forsake His people, for Jehovah has been
pleased to make you a people for Himself.

.12:23 Moreover as for me, far be it from me that [ would sin against Jehovah by ceasing to pray for
you, but I will instruct you in the good and right way.

.12:24 Only, fear Jehovah and serve Him in truth with all your heart, for consider what great things
He has done for you.

.12:25 But if you still do wickedly, both you and your king will be consumed.

.15:11 I repent that [ made Saul king, for he has turned back from following Me and has not fulfilled
My words. And Samuel was angry, and he cried to Jehovah all night long.
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