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Message Eleven 

The Intrinsic Significance 

of Ezra’s Ministry and Nehemiah’s Leadership— 

to Build Up the Church 

as the House of God and the Kingdom of God 

by Living Out and Working Out the New Jerusalem 
RA Hymns: 971, 972 

Scripture Reading: Rev. 21:2, 9-11, 18; 22:1 
Rev 21:2 And I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a 

bride adorned for her husband. 
Rev 21:9 And one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues came and 

spoke with me, saying, Come here; I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb. 
Rev 21:10 And he carried me away in spirit onto a great and high mountain and showed me the holy city, 

Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
Rev 21:11 Having the glory of God. Her light was like a most precious stone, like a jasper stone, as clear as 

crystal. 
Rev 21:18 And the building work of its wall was jasper; and the city was pure gold, like clear glass. 
Rev 22:1 And he showed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God 

and of the Lamb in the middle of its street. 
 

I. The intrinsic significance of Ezra’s ministry is embodied in the words 

purification, education, and reconstitution; the intrinsic significance of 

Nehemiah’s leadership is embodied in the words separation, protection, and 

expression; we need to cooperate with the Lord in His heavenly ministry to 

build up the church as the house of God and the kingdom of God by living out 

and working out the New Jerusalem according to this intrinsic significance—1 

Kings 8:48; Psa. 48:1-2; 1 Tim. 3:15; Eph. 2:21-22. 
1 Kings 8:48 And if they return to You with all their heart and with all their soul in the land of their 

enemies, who have carried them captive, and they pray to You toward their land that You 
have given to their fathers, the city that You have chosen, and the house that I have built for 
Your name; 

Psa 48:1 Great is Jehovah, / And much to be praised / In the city of our God, / In His holy mountain. 
Psa 48:2 Beautiful in elevation, / The joy of the whole earth, / Is Mount Zion, the sides of the north, / 

The city of the great King. 
1 Tim 3:15 But if I delay, I write that you may know how one ought to conduct himself in the house of 

God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and base of the truth. 
Eph 2:21 In whom all the building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord; 
Eph 2:22 In whom you also are being built together into a dwelling place of God in spirit. 

 

II. To live and serve God according to the vision of the age in the ministry of the 

age is to live out and work out the New Jerusalem: “the building work of its 

wall was jasper; and the city was pure gold, like clear glass”—Rev. 21:18; Acts 

26:19; 22:15; Rev. 21:2, 9-11: 
Acts 26:19 Therefore, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision, 
Acts 22:15 For you will be a witness to Him unto all men of the things which you have seen and heard. 
Rev 21:2 And I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as 

a bride adorned for her husband. 
Rev 21:9 And one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues came 

and spoke with me, saying, Come here; I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb. 
Rev 21:10 And he carried me away in spirit onto a great and high mountain and showed me the holy 

city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
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Rev 21:11 Having the glory of God. Her light was like a most precious stone, like a jasper stone, as 
clear as crystal. 

A. The city being pure gold, like clear glass, signifies our need of purification with God in His 

holy nature and of enlightenment through education by applying the Bible teachings to our 

mind for the renewing and enlightenment of our mind to make us clear with the thoughts, 

considerations, and ways of God—cf. Matt. 5:8; Eph. 4:23; John 17:17. 
Matt 5:8 Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 
Eph 4:23 And that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind 
John 17:17 Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth. 

B. “The building work” is God’s unique work for our reconstitution with the Triune God so 

that we may be rebuilt with Him and minister Him into others for Him to build Himself into 

their being to make them beings in the New Jerusalem—1 Cor. 3:9, 12; Eph. 3:16-19; Rev. 

3:12; S. S. 6:4; Heb. 11:10. 
1 Cor 3:9 For we are God's fellow workers; you are God's cultivated land, God's building. 
1 Cor 3:12 But if anyone builds upon the foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, grass, 

stubble, 
Eph 3:16 That He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with 

power through His Spirit into the inner man, 
Eph 3:17 That Christ may make His home in your hearts through faith, that you, being rooted 

and grounded in love, 
Eph 3:18 May be full of strength to apprehend with all the saints what the breadth and length 

and height and depth are 
Eph 3:19 And to know the knowledge-surpassing love of Christ, that you may be filled unto all 

the fullness of God. 
Rev 3:12 He who overcomes, him I will make a pillar in the temple of My God, and he shall by 

no means go out anymore, and I will write upon him the name of My God and the 
name of the city of My God, the New Jerusalem, which descends out of heaven from 
My God, and My new name. 

S. S. 6:4 You are as beautiful, my love, as Tirzah, / As lovely as Jerusalem, / As terrible as an 
army with banners. 

Heb 11:10 For he eagerly waited for the city which has the foundations, whose Architect and 
Builder is God. 

C. The city with its wall signifies the New Jerusalem as the eternal kingdom of God under the 

headship of God for the separation of God’s people and the protection of God’s interests—

Neh. 4:17; Eph. 5:26. 
Neh 4:17 Those who built the wall and those who carried burdens took the loads with one hand 

doing the work and with the other holding a weapon. 
Eph 5:26 That He might sanctify her, cleansing her by the washing of the water in the word, 

D. The wall of the city being jasper (God’s life in its richness) and the city being gold (God’s 

divine nature) reveal that God’s eternal economy is to make us the same as He is in life and 

in nature but not in the Godhead for His unique expression—Gen. 1:26; John 10:10b; 2 Pet. 

1:4; Rev. 4:3; 21:10-11, 18. 
Gen 1:26 And God said, Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let 

them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of heaven and over 
the cattle and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the 
earth. 

John 10:10b … I have come that they may have life and may have it abundantly. 
2 Pet 1:4 Through which He has granted to us precious and exceedingly great promises that 

through these you might become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the 
corruption which is in the world by lust. 

Rev 4:3 And He who was sitting was like a jasper stone and a sardius in appearance, and 
there was a rainbow around the throne like an emerald in appearance. 

Rev 21:10 And he carried me away in spirit onto a great and high mountain and showed me the 
holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 

Rev 21:11 Having the glory of God. Her light was like a most precious stone, like a jasper stone, 
as clear as crystal. 
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Rev 21:18 And the building work of its wall was jasper; and the city was pure gold, like clear 
glass. 

 

III. To live out and work out the New Jerusalem is to live and serve in the intrinsic 

significance of Ezra’s ministry and Nehemiah’s leadership: 
A. We need to stay in the process of being purified from all mixture, taking the Lord and the 

interests of His eternal economy as our unique goal—Ezra 9:2; Matt. 5:8; 1 Tim. 3:9; 2 Cor. 

6:4a, 6; Luke 9:54-55; Heb. 4:12; 1 Kings 8:48: 
Ezra 9:2 For they have taken some of their daughters for themselves and for their sons, so 

that the holy seed have mingled themselves with the peoples of the lands; indeed, 
the hand of the leaders and rulers has been foremost in this unfaithfulness. 

Matt 5:8 Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 
1 Tim 3:9 Holding the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience. 
2 Cor 6:4a But in everything we commend ourselves as ministers of God, in much endurance, … 
2 Cor 6:6 In pureness, in knowledge, in long-suffering, in kindness, in a holy spirit, in unfeigned 

love, 
Luke 9:54 And seeing this, the disciples James and John said, Lord, do You want us to 

command fire to come down from heaven and consume them? 
Luke 9:55 But turning, He rebuked them and said, You do not know of what kind of spirit you are. 
Heb 4:12 For the word of God is living and operative and sharper than any two-edged sword, 

and piercing even to the dividing of soul and spirit and of joints and marrow, and able 
to discern the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 

1 Kings 8:48 And if they return to You with all their heart and with all their soul in the land of their 
enemies, who have carried them captive, and they pray to You toward their land that 
You have given to their fathers, the city that You have chosen, and the house that I 
have built for Your name; 

1. We can be purified through the process of God’s enlightenment, exposure, and 

judgment, through the termination and elimination of the cross, through the cleansing 

and washing of the blood, and through the flowing and saturating of the Spirit—Psa. 

139:23-24; 51:7, 10; Rev. 22:1. 
Psa 139:23 Search me, O God, and know my heart; / Try me, and know my anxious 

thoughts; 
Psa 139:24 And see if there is some harmful way in me, / And lead me on the eternal way. 
Psa 51:7 Purge my sin with hyssop, and I will be clean; / Wash me, and I will be whiter 

than snow. 
Psa 51:10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, / And renew a steadfast spirit within me. 
Rev 22:1 And he showed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal, proceeding out of 

the throne of God and of the Lamb in the middle of its street. 

2. We can be purified through the washing process of the water of life in God’s pure 

word; the more a person is in the word of God, the purer he becomes—Psa. 12:6; 

119:9, 140; Eph. 5:26; Isa. 55:8-11. 
Psa 12:6 The words of Jehovah are pure words, / Silver refined in a furnace on the earth, 

/ Purified seven times. 
Psa 119:9 With what should a young man keep his way pure? / By guarding it according 

to Your word. 
Psa 119:140 Your word is very pure, / And Your servant loves it. 
Eph 5:26 That He might sanctify her, cleansing her by the washing of the water in the word, 
Isa 55:8 For My thoughts are not your thoughts, / And your ways are not My ways, 

declares Jehovah. 
Isa 55:9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, / So My ways are higher than 

your ways, / And My thoughts higher than your thoughts. 
Isa 55:10 For just as the rain comes down / And the snow from heaven, / And does not 

return there, / Until it waters the earth / And makes it bear and sprout forth, / 
That it may give seed to the sower and bread to the eater; 

Isa 55:11 So will My word be which goes forth from My mouth; / It will not return to Me 
vainly, / But it will accomplish what I delight in, / And it will prosper in the matter 
to which I have sent it. 
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3. Leviticus 19:19 reveals that God wants everything to be according to its kind, without 

any mixture—Rev. 17:3-6; Deut. 22:5, 9-11; cf. Gen. 1:11, 21, 24-26; 2:7-9: 
Lev 19:19 You shall keep My statutes. You shall not let your cattle breed with a different 

kind; you shall not sow your field with two kinds of seed, nor shall a garment 
made of two kinds of material come upon you. 

Rev 17:3 And he carried me away in spirit into a wilderness; and I saw a woman sitting upon 
a scarlet beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns. 

Rev 17:4 And the woman was clothed in purple and scarlet, and gilded with gold and 
precious stone and pearls, having in her hand a golden cup full of abominations 
and the unclean things of her fornication. 

Rev 17:5 And on her forehead there was a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE 
GREAT, THE MOTHER OF THE HARLOTS AND THE ABOMINATIONS OF 
THE EARTH. 

Rev 17:6 And I saw the woman drunk with the blood of the saints and with the blood of 
the witnesses of Jesus. And I marveled with great marvel when I saw her. 

Deut 22:5 A woman shall not put on a man's clothing, nor shall a man wear a woman's 
garment; for everyone who does these things is an abomination to Jehovah 
your God. 

Deut 22:9 You shall not sow your vineyard with two kinds of seed, lest the full produce, 
the seed which you sow, be forfeited to the sanctuary, as well as the increase 
of the vineyard. 

Deut 22:10 You shall not plow with an ox and a donkey together. 
Deut 22:11 You shall not wear clothing of mixed materials, of wool and linen together. 
Gen 1:11 And God said, Let the earth sprout grass, herbs yielding seed, and fruit trees 

bearing fruit according to their kind with their seed in them upon the earth; and 
it was so. 

Gen 1:21 And God created the great sea creatures and every living animal that moves, 
with which the waters swarmed, according to their kind, and every winged bird 
according to its kind; and God saw that it was good. 

Gen 1:24 And God said, Let the earth bring forth living animals according to their kind, cattle 
and creeping things and animals of the earth according to their kind; and it was so. 

Gen 1:25 And God made the animals of the earth according to their kind and the cattle 
according to their kind and everything that creeps on the ground according to 
its kind, and God saw that it was good. 

Gen 1:26 And God said, Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and 
let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of heaven 
and over the cattle and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that 
creeps upon the earth. 

Gen 2:7 Jehovah God formed man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life, and man became a living soul. 

Gen 2:8 And Jehovah God planted a garden in Eden, in the east; and there He put the 
man whom He had formed. 

Gen 2:9 And out of the ground Jehovah God caused to grow every tree that is pleasant 
to the sight and good for food, as well as the tree of life in the middle of the 
garden and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 

a. Breeding cattle without mixture signifies that life is not allowed to be mixed; 

those living by the life of God must not live by the flesh—cf. Gal. 5:16. 
Gal 5:16 But I say, Walk by the Spirit and you shall by no means fulfill the lust of 

the flesh. 

b. Sowing seed without mixture signifies that in the ministry of the word only one 

kind of seed, one kind of teaching, should be sown—the unique teaching of 

God’s eternal economy—Deut. 22:9; 1 Tim. 1:3-4; 6:3. 
Deut 22:9 You shall not sow your vineyard with two kinds of seed, lest the full 

produce, the seed which you sow, be forfeited to the sanctuary, as well 
as the increase of the vineyard. 

1 Tim 1:3 Even as I exhorted you, when I was going into Macedonia, to remain in 
Ephesus in order that you might charge certain ones not to teach 
different things 
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1 Tim 1:4 Nor to give heed to myths and unending genealogies, which produce 
questionings rather than God's economy, which is in faith. 

1 Tim 6:3 If anyone teaches different things and does not consent to healthy 
words, those of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the teaching which is 
according to godliness, 

c. Making a garment without mixing materials signifies that our conduct is not 

allowed to be mixed; those living in the life of the New Testament should not 

live by the ordinances of the Old Testament (Gal. 2:19-20; 5:1-6), and those 

who belong to the Lord should not live according to the customs of the Gentiles 

(Lev. 20:23; 18:3; cf. Eph. 4:17; Rom. 12:2a). 
Gal 2:19 For I through law have died to law that I might live to God. 
Gal 2:20 I am crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ 

who lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live in faith, the 
faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me. 

Gal 5:1 It is for freedom that Christ has set us free; stand fast therefore, and do 
not be entangled with a yoke of slavery again. 

Gal 5:2 Behold, I Paul say to you that if you become circumcised, Christ will 
profit you nothing. 

Gal 5:3 And I testify again to every man who becomes circumcised that he is a 
debtor to do the whole law. 

Gal 5:4 You have been brought to nought, separated from Christ, you who are 
being justified by law; you have fallen from grace. 

Gal 5:5 For we by the Spirit out of faith eagerly await the hope of righteousness. 
Gal 5:6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision avails anything nor 

uncircumcision, but faith avails, operating through love. 
Lev 20:23 And you shall not walk in the customs of the nation, which I am about to 

send away before you. Because they did all these things, so I abhorred 
them. 

Lev 18:3 You shall not do as they do in the land of Egypt, in which you dwelt; and 
you shall not do as they do in the land of Canaan, where I am bringing 
you, nor shall you walk in their statutes. 

Eph 4:17 This therefore I say and testify in the Lord, that you no longer walk as the 
Gentiles also walk in the vanity of their mind, 

Rom 12:2a And do not be fashioned according to this age, but be transformed by the 
renewing of the mind … 

4. First Peter 1:22 says, “Since you have purified your souls by your obedience to the 

truth unto unfeigned brotherly love, love one another from a pure heart fervently”: 

a. This means that to have our soul (our mind, emotion, and will) purified is to 

have it delivered from all things other than God and fixed on God as the sole 

object and unique goal (1 Cor. 2:9-10; 2 Thes. 3:5); when we obey the truth, the 

content and reality of our faith in Christ (2 Tim. 4:7; Titus 1:1), our entire soul is 

concentrated on God and is thus purified from all things other than God. 
1 Cor 2:9 But as it is written, "Things which eye has not seen and ear has not 

heard and which have not come up in man's heart; things which God has 
prepared for those who love Him." 

1 Cor 2:10 But to us God has revealed them through the Spirit, for the Spirit 
searches all things, even the depths of God. 

2 Thes 3:5 And the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God and into the 
endurance of Christ. 

2 Tim 4:7 I have fought the good fight; I have finished the course; I have kept the 
faith. 

Titus 1:1 Paul, a slave of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ according to the faith 
of God's chosen ones and the full knowledge of the truth, which is 
according to godliness, 

b. Since the purifying of our souls causes our entire being to be concentrated on 

God so that we may love Him with all our heart, with all our soul, and with all 
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our mind (Mark 12:30), such purifying issues in unfeigned brotherly love, our 

loving from the heart fervently those whom God loves (John 13:5, 14-17, 34-35; 

2 Pet. 1:5, 7; Rom. 12:9-11; 2 Tim. 1:6-7; 1 Thes. 3:12; 4:9-10; Heb. 13:1; 1 

John 2:5-8; 3:11, 23; 4:7-8, 16-21). 
Mark 12:30 And you shall love the Lord your God from your whole heart and from 

your whole soul and from your whole mind and from your whole 
strength." 

John 13:5 Then He poured water into the basin and began to wash the disciples' 
feet and to wipe them with the towel with which He was girded. 

John 13:14 If I then, the Lord and the Teacher, have washed your feet, you also 
ought to wash one another's feet. 

John 13:15 For I have given you an example so that you also may do even as I have 
done to you. 

John 13:16 Truly, truly, I say to you, A slave is not greater than his master, nor one 
who is sent greater than the one who sends him. 

John 13:17 If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them. 
John 13:34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I 

have loved you, that you also love one another. 
John 13:35 By this shall all men know that you are My disciples, if you have love for 

one another. 
2 Pet 1:5 And for this very reason also, adding all diligence, supply bountifully in 

your faith virtue; and in virtue, knowledge; 
2 Pet 1:7 And in godliness, brotherly love; and in brotherly love, love. 
Rom 12:9 Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil; cling to what is good. 
Rom 12:10 Love one another warmly in brotherly love; take the lead in showing 

honor one to another. 
Rom 12:11 Do not be slothful in zeal, but be burning in spirit, serving the Lord. 
2 Tim 1:6 For which cause I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in 

you through the laying on of my hands. 
2 Tim 1:7 For God has not given us a spirit of cowardice, but of power and of love 

and of sobermindedness. 
1 Thes 3:12 And the Lord cause you to increase and abound in love to one another 

and to all, just as we also to you, 
1 Thes 4:9 Now concerning brotherly love, you have no need for me to write to you, 

for you yourselves are taught of God to love one another; 
1 Thes 4:10 For you also do this unto all the brothers in the whole of Macedonia. But 

we exhort you, brothers, to abound still more 
Heb 13:1 Let brotherly love continue. 
1 John 2:5 But whoever keeps His word, truly in this one the love of God has been 

perfected. In this we know that we are in Him. 
1 John 2:6 He who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk even as He 

walked. 
1 John 2:7 Beloved, I am not writing a new commandment to you but an old 

commandment, which you have had from the beginning; the old 
commandment is the word which you heard. 

1 John 2:8 Yet again a new commandment I am writing to you, which is true in Him 
and in you because the darkness is passing away and the true light is 
already shining. 

1 John 3:11 For this is the message which you heard from the beginning, that we 
should love one another, 

1 John 3:23 And this is His commandment, that we believe in the name of His Son 
Jesus Christ and love one another, even as He gave a commandment to 
us. 

1 John 4:7 Beloved, let us love one another, because love is of God, and everyone 
who loves has been begotten of God and knows God. 

1 John 4:8 He who does not love has not known God, because God is love. 
1 John 4:16 And we know and have believed the love which God has in us. God is 

love, and he who abides in love abides in God and God abides in him. 
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1 John 4:17 In this has love been perfected with us, that we have boldness in the day 
of the judgment because even as He is, so also are we in this world. 

1 John 4:18 There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear because fear has 
punishment, and he who fears has not been perfected in love. 

1 John 4:19 We love because He first loved us. 
1 John 4:20 If anyone says, I love God, and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who 

does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he 
has not seen. 

1 John 4:21 And this commandment we have from Him, that he who loves God love 
his brother also. 

B. We need to be educated to educate others with the truth for God’s testimony, His corporate 

expression—2 Tim. 2:2; 1 Tim. 3:15-16; 6:3; 1 Cor. 14:31: 
2 Tim 2:2 And the things which you have heard from me through many witnesses, these 

commit to faithful men, who will be competent to teach others also. 
1 Tim 3:15 But if I delay, I write that you may know how one ought to conduct himself in the 

house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and base of the truth. 
1 Tim 3:16 And confessedly, great is the mystery of godliness: He who was manifested in the 

flesh, / Justified in the Spirit, / Seen by angels, / Preached among the nations, / 
Believed on in the world, / Taken up in glory. 

1 Tim 6:3 If anyone teaches different things and does not consent to healthy words, those of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, and the teaching which is according to godliness, 

1 Cor 14:31 For you can all prophesy one by one that all may learn and all may be encouraged. 

1. The twelve foundations of the holy city, the New Jerusalem, bear the names of the 

twelve apostles of the Lamb, indicating that the New Jerusalem is built according to 

the apostles’ teaching, the healthy teaching of God’s economy—Rev. 21:14; Acts 

2:42; 2 Tim. 1:15; Titus 1:9; 2 Tim. 2:2. 
Rev 21:14 And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them the twelve names 

of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. 
Acts 2:42 And they continued steadfastly in the teaching and the fellowship of the 

apostles, in the breaking of bread and the prayers. 
2 Tim 1:15 This you know, that all who are in Asia turned away from me, of whom are 

Phygelus and Hermogenes. 
Titus 1:9 Holding to the faithful word, which is according to the teaching of the apostles, 

that he may be able both to exhort by the healthy teaching and to convict those 
who oppose. 

2 Tim 2:2 And the things which you have heard from me through many witnesses, these 
commit to faithful men, who will be competent to teach others also. 

2. Ezra was skilled in the law of God, which is linked to God’s economy; the law is a 

type of Christ as God’s Word, God’s testimony, God’s portrait, God’s expression—

Exo. 16:34; 34:28; cf. Rev. 1:2. 
Exo 16:34 As Jehovah commanded Moses, so Aaron placed it before the Testimony to be 

kept. 
Exo 34:28 And he was there with Jehovah forty days and forty nights; he did not eat 

bread, and he did not drink water. And He wrote upon the tablets the words of 
the covenant, the Ten Commandments. 

Rev 1:2 Who testified the word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ, even all that 
he saw. 

3. By coming to Christ as the living word in the written word, He can become the 

applied word for us to be infused with Him to become the testimony of Jesus—John 

1:1; Rev. 19:13; John 5:39-40; 6:63; Rev. 1:2, 10-11. 
John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. 
Rev 19:13 And He is clothed with a garment dipped in blood; and His name is called the 

Word of God. 
John 5:39 You search the Scriptures, because you think that in them you have eternal life; 

and it is these that testify concerning Me. 
John 5:40 Yet you are not willing to come to Me that you may have life. 
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John 6:63 It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the words which I have 
spoken to you are spirit and are life. 

Rev 1:2 Who testified the word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ, even all that 
he saw. 

Rev 1:10 I was in spirit on the Lord's Day and heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet, 
Rev 1:11 Saying, What you see write in a scroll and send it to the seven churches: to 

Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamos and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to 
Philadelphia and to Laodicea. 

4. By remaining in the unique ministry of the teaching of God’s economy, we can 

apprehend the Word’s intrinsic significance to be filled with the light of life—Neh. 

8:8, 13; Matt. 4:12-16; John 1:4-5. 
Neh 8:8 And they read in the book, in the law of God, interpreting and giving the sense, 

so that they understood the reading. 
Neh 8:13 And on the second day the heads of fathers' houses of all the people, the 

priests, and the Levites were gathered to Ezra the scribe, that is, in order to 
gain insight into the words of the law. 

Matt 4:12 Now when He heard that John was delivered up, He withdrew into Galilee. 
Matt 4:13 And leaving Nazareth, He came and dwelt in Capernaum, which is beside the 

sea in the borders of Zebulun and Naphtali, 
Matt 4:14 In order that what was spoken through Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled, 

saying, 
Matt 4:15 "Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, the way to the sea, beyond the Jordan, 

Galilee of the Gentiles: 
Matt 4:16 The people sitting in darkness have seen a great light; and to those sitting in 

the region and shadow of death, to them light has risen." 
John 1:4 In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. 
John 1:5 And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 

5. We must learn to use the new language, “the language of Judah,” in the new culture, 

the God-man culture of the new man—Neh. 13:23-24. 
Neh 13:23 In those days I also saw that the Jews had married women of Ashdod, Ammon, 

and Moab; 
Neh 13:24 And as for their children, half spoke in the language of Ashdod; and none of 

them could speak the language of Judah, but they spoke the language of the 
respective peoples. 

C. We need to be reconstituted with grace, which is the processed Triune God becoming life 

and everything to us—1 Pet. 5:10; 2 Cor. 13:14; Heb. 10:29: 
1 Pet 5:10 But the God of all grace, He who has called you into His eternal glory in Christ Jesus, 

after you have suffered a little while, will Himself perfect, establish, strengthen, and 
ground you. 

2 Cor 13:14 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 

Heb 10:29 By how much do you think he will be thought worthy of worse punishment who has 
trampled underfoot the Son of God and has considered the blood of the covenant by 
which he was sanctified a common thing and has insulted the Spirit of grace? 

1. The twelve apostles represent the grace of the New Testament, signifying that grace is 

the source, the element, and the means for producing the New Jerusalem—Rev. 

21:14. 
Rev 21:14 And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them the twelve names 

of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. 

2. We need to be constituted with grace upon grace, labor by grace, dispense grace, and 

minister the word of grace—John 1:16; 1 Cor. 15:10; 1 Pet. 4:10; Acts 20:32. 
John 1:16 For of His fullness we have all received, and grace upon grace. 
1 Cor 15:10 But by the grace of God I am what I am; and His grace unto me did not turn out 

to be in vain, but, on the contrary, I labored more abundantly than all of them, 
yet not I but the grace of God which is with me. 

1 Pet 4:10 Each one, as he has received a gift, ministering it among yourselves as good 
stewards of the varied grace of God. 
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Acts 20:32 And now I commit you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to 
build you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who have been 
sanctified. 

3. The New Jerusalem is built by God’s constituting Himself into man to make man the 

same as He is in life and nature but not in the Godhead so that God and man may 

become a corporate entity and be a mutual dwelling place—Rev. 21:2-3, 10-11, 18-22. 
Rev 21:2 And I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 

prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 
Rev 21:3 And I heard a loud voice out of the throne, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of 

God is with men, and He will tabernacle with them, and they will be His 
peoples, and God Himself will be with them and be their God. 

Rev 21:10 And he carried me away in spirit onto a great and high mountain and showed 
me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 

Rev 21:11 Having the glory of God. Her light was like a most precious stone, like a jasper 
stone, as clear as crystal. 

Rev 21:18 And the building work of its wall was jasper; and the city was pure gold, like 
clear glass. 

Rev 21:19 The foundations of the wall of the city were adorned with every precious stone: 
the first foundation was jasper; the second, sapphire; the third, chalcedony; the 
fourth, emerald; 

Rev 21:20 The fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventh, chrysolite; the eighth, beryl; 
the ninth, topaz; the tenth, chrysoprase; the eleventh, jacinth; the twelfth, amethyst. 

Rev 21:21 And the twelve gates were twelve pearls; each one of the gates was, respectively, 
of one pearl. And the street of the city was pure gold, like transparent glass. 

Rev 21:22 And I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb are its 
temple. 

4. We should do only one work, which is the work of the New Jerusalem; we need to be 

one with our inner operating God as He proceeds to bring His chosen ones through the 

major steps of His organic salvation—regeneration, sanctification, renewing, 

transformation, and conformation unto glorification. 

5. In this way we ascend level by level until we reach the highest point, where we 

become the same; there is no more flesh and no more natural being; all are in the 

spirit, and all are beings of the New Jerusalem; this is the highest point of God’s 

work, and we are His fellow workers—John 5:17; Phil. 2:13; Rev. 4:3; 21:11; 1 Cor. 

3:9, 12; 2 Cor. 6:1; 1 Thes. 3:2. 
John 5:17 But Jesus answered them, My Father is working until now, and I also am working. 
Phil 2:13 For it is God who operates in you both the willing and the working for His good 

pleasure. 
Rev 4:3 And He who was sitting was like a jasper stone and a sardius in appearance, 

and there was a rainbow around the throne like an emerald in appearance. 
Rev 21:11 Having the glory of God. Her light was like a most precious stone, like a jasper 

stone, as clear as crystal. 
1 Cor 3:9 For we are God's fellow workers; you are God's cultivated land, God's building. 
1 Cor 3:12 But if anyone builds upon the foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, 

grass, stubble, 
2 Cor 6:1 And working together with Him, we also entreat you not to receive the grace of 

God in vain; 
1 Thes 3:2 And we sent Timothy, our brother and God's fellow worker in the gospel of 

Christ, to establish and encourage you for the sake of your faith, 

6. “The processed and consummated Triune God, according to the good pleasure of His 

desire and for the highest intention in His economy, is building Himself into His 

chosen people and His chosen people into Himself, that He may have a constitution in 

Christ, as a mingling of divinity and humanity to be His organism, and the Body of 

Christ, as His eternal expression and the mutual abode for the redeeming God and the 

redeemed man. The ultimate consummation of this miraculous structure of treasure 
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will be the New Jerusalem for eternity”—Witness Lee. 

D. We need to be fully separated unto God to be fully saturated with God, living a holy life for 

the church life to make us the holy city—Rev. 21:2; 2 Pet. 1:4: 
Rev 21:2 And I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 

prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 
2 Pet 1:4 Through which He has granted to us precious and exceedingly great promises that 

through these you might become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the 
corruption which is in the world by lust. 

1. The renewing of the mind and the resulting transformation separate and save us from 

our nature and living that are soaked with the element of the world—Rev. 21:12a; 

Rom. 8:5-6; 12:2, 5-11; Eph. 4:23. 
Rev 21:12a It had a great and high wall and had twelve gates, and at the gates twelve 

angels, … 
Rom 8:5 For those who are according to the flesh mind the things of the flesh; but those 

who are according to the spirit, the things of the Spirit. 
Rom 8:6 For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the spirit is life and 

peace. 
Rom 12:2 And do not be fashioned according to this age, but be transformed by the 

renewing of the mind that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is 
good and well pleasing and perfect. 

Rom 12:5 So we who are many are one body in Christ, and individually members one of 
another. 

Rom 12:6 And having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, whether 
prophecy, let us prophesy according to the proportion of faith; 

Rom 12:7 Or service, let us be faithful in that service; or he who teaches, in that teaching; 
Rom 12:8 Or he who exhorts, in that exhortation; he who gives, in simplicity; he who 

leads, in diligence; he who shows mercy, in cheerfulness. 
Rom 12:9 Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil; cling to what is good. 
Rom 12:10 Love one another warmly in brotherly love; take the lead in showing honor one 

to another. 
Rom 12:11 Do not be slothful in zeal, but be burning in spirit, serving the Lord. 
Eph 4:23 And that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind 

2. By living in our spirit and eating Christ as the hidden manna, we can overcome the 

world to become God’s building—1 John 5:4, 18-19, 21; Rev. 2:12-17; cf. John 

14:30. 
1 John 5:4 For everything that has been begotten of God overcomes the world; and this is 

the victory which has overcome the world-our faith. 
1 John 5:18 We know that everyone who is begotten of God does not sin, but he who has 

been begotten of God keeps himself, and the evil one does not touch him. 
1 John 5:19 We know that we are of God, and the whole world lies in the evil one. 
1 John 5:21 Little children, guard yourselves from idols. 
Rev 2:12 And to the messenger of the church in Pergamos write: These things says He 

who has the sharp two-edged sword: 
Rev 2:13 I know where you dwell, where Satan's throne is; and you hold fast My name 

and have not denied My faith, even in the days of Antipas, My witness, My 
faithful one, who was killed among you, where Satan dwells. 

Rev 2:14 But I have a few things against you, that you have some there who hold the 
teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons 
of Israel, to eat idol sacrifices and to commit fornication. 

Rev 2:15 In the same way you also have some who hold in like manner the teaching of 
the Nicolaitans. 

Rev 2:16 Repent therefore; but if not, I am coming to you quickly, and I will make war 
with them with the sword of My mouth. 

Rev 2:17 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him 
who overcomes, to him I will give of the hidden manna, and to him I will give a 
white stone, and upon the stone a new name written, which no one knows 
except he who receives it. 
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John 14:30 I will no longer speak much with you, for the ruler of the world is coming, and in 
Me he has nothing; 

3. We need to be fully separated from the idolatrous world of Babylon, which is 

characterized by the wickedness of business, or commerce, involving covetousness, 

deceit, and the love of money; our Christian life should be without the love of money, 

and our Christian work should not be a money-making trade—Zech. 5:5-11; 1 Tim. 

3:3, 8; 6:5-10; Acts 11:29-30; 20:33-34; 2 Tim. 3:2-4; Heb. 13:5; 2 Cor. 2:17; 12:15; 

cf. 2 Kings 5:15-27: 
Zech 5:5 Then the angel who spoke with me went forth and said to me, Lift up now your 

eyes and see what this is that goes forth. 
Zech 5:6 And I said, What is it? And he said, This is the ephah vessel that goes forth; 

and he said, This is their appearance in all the land; 
Zech 5:7  (Then a lead cover was lifted up) and this is a woman sitting within the ephah 

vessel. 
Zech 5:8 Then he said, This is Wickedness. And he threw her down into the midst of the 

ephah vessel and threw the lead weight over its opening. 
Zech 5:9 Then I lifted up my eyes and I looked, and there were two women going forth, 

and the wind was in their wings; and they had wings like the wings of a stork. 
And they lifted up the ephah vessel between the earth and the heavens. 

Zech 5:10 And I said to the angel who spoke with me, Where are they taking the ephah 
vessel? 

Zech 5:11 And he said to me, To build a house for her in the land of Shinar; and when it is 
prepared, she will be set there in her own place. 

1 Tim 3:3 Not an excessive drinker; not a striker, but forbearing; not contentious; not fond 
of money; 

1 Tim 3:8 Deacons must similarly be grave, not double-tongued, not addicted to much 
wine, not greedy for base gain; 

1 Tim 6:5 Perpetual wranglings of men corrupted in mind and deprived of the truth, 
supposing godliness to be a means of gain. 

1 Tim 6:6 But godliness with contentment is great gain; 
1 Tim 6:7 For we have brought nothing into the world, because neither can we carry 

anything out. 
1 Tim 6:8 But having food and covering, with these we will be content. 
1 Tim 6:9 But those who intend to be rich fall into temptation and a snare and many 

foolish and harmful desires, which plunge men into destruction and ruin. 
1 Tim 6:10 For the love of money is a root of all evils, because of which some, aspiring 

after money, have been led away from the faith and pierced themselves 
through with many pains. 

Acts 11:29 And the disciples, according to how one was prospered, determined, each one 
of them, to send things for dispensing to the brothers dwelling in Judea, 

Acts 11:30 Which also they did, sending it to the elders through the hand of Barnabas and 
Saul. 

Acts 20:33 I have coveted no one's silver or gold or clothing. 
Acts 20:34 You yourselves know that these hands have ministered to my needs and to 

those who are with me. 
2 Tim 3:2 For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boasters, arrogant, revilers, 

disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 
2 Tim 3:3 Without natural affection, implacable, slanderers, without self-control, savage, 

not lovers of good, 
2 Tim 3:4 Traitors, reckless, blinded with pride, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of 

God, 
Heb 13:5 Let your way of life be without the love of money, being satisfied with the things 

which are at hand; for He Himself has said, "I shall by no means give you up, 
neither by any means shall I abandon you"; 

2 Cor 2:17 For we are not like the many, adulterating the word of God for profit; but as out 
of sincerity, but as out of God, before God we speak in Christ. 

2 Cor 12:15 But I, I will most gladly spend and be utterly spent on behalf of your souls. If I 
love you more abundantly, am I loved less? 
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2 Kings 5:15 And he returned to the man of God, he and all his company, and came and 
stood before him and said, Now I know that there is no God in all the earth 
except with Israel. And now, please accept a present from your servant. 

2 Kings 5:16 But he said, As Jehovah lives, before whom I stand, I will receive nothing. And 
Naaman urged him to take it, but he refused. 

2 Kings 5:17 And Naaman said, Then if not, please let your servant be given two mule-loads 
of earth, for your servant will no more offer burnt offerings and sacrifices to 
other gods, but to Jehovah only. 

2 Kings 5:18 In this matter may Jehovah pardon your servant: When my master goes into 
the house of Rimmon to bow down there and leans on my arm, and I bow down 
in the house of Rimmon, when I bow down in the house of Rimmon, may 
Jehovah pardon your servant in this matter. 

2 Kings 5:19 And he said to him, Go in peace. And when he had gone from him a little way, 
2 Kings 5:20 Gehazi, the attendant of Elisha the man of God said, Now my master has 

spared Naaman this Syrian by not receiving from his hand that which he 
brought. As Jehovah lives, I will run after him and take something from him. 

2 Kings 5:21 So Gehazi pursued Naaman. And when Naaman saw him running after him, he 
alighted from the chariot to meet him and said, Is all well? 

2 Kings 5:22 And he said, All is well. My master has sent me, saying, Now at this moment 
two young men from among the sons of the prophets have come to me from 
the hill country of Ephraim; please give them a talent of silver and two changes 
of clothes. 

2 Kings 5:23 And Naaman said, Please take two talents. And he urged him and bound two 
talents of silver in two bags, with two changes of clothes, and gave them to two 
of his attendants; and they carried them before him. 

2 Kings 5:24 And when he came to the hill, he took them from their hand and deposited 
them in the house. And he sent the men away, and they departed. 

2 Kings 5:25 And he went in and stood before his master. And Elisha said to him, Where 
have you come from, Gehazi? And he said, Your servant has not gone 
anywhere. 

2 Kings 5:26 And he said to him, Did not my heart go with you when the man turned from his 
chariot to meet you? Is it a time to receive silver and to receive clothing and 
olive groves and vineyards and sheep and oxen and male servants and female 
servants? 

2 Kings 5:27 Therefore the leprosy of Naaman shall cleave to you and to your seed forever. 
And he went out from his presence a leper as white as snow. 

a. Satan is a businessman, a merchant, and his thought is according to his 

commercial principle, which is versus God’s purpose in creating man—Ezek. 

28:16, 18; Job 1:9; cf. Phil. 3:7-8; Gen. 1:26. 
Ezek 28:16 By the abundance of your trading they filled your midst with violence, and 

you sinned. So I cast you out as profane from the mountain of God, and I 
destroyed you, O covering cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire. 

Ezek 28:18 By the multitude of your iniquities in the unrighteousness of your trading 
you have profaned your sanctuaries. Therefore I sent forth fire from your 
midst; it consumed you, and I reduced you to ashes upon the earth in the 
sight of all those who look at you. 

Job 1:9 Then Satan answered Jehovah and said, Does Job fear God without 
cause? 

Phil 3:7 But what things were gains to me, these I have counted as loss on 
account of Christ. 

Phil 3:8 But moreover I also count all things to be loss on account of the 
excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, on account of 
whom I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as refuse that 
I may gain Christ 

Gen 1:26 And God said, Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our 
likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over 
the birds of heaven and over the cattle and over all the earth and over 
every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth. 
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b. Of the cargo sold by Babylon, the first item is gold and the last is the souls of 

men; souls of men refers to men who sell themselves for employment—Rev. 

18:12-13; cf. 2 Pet. 2:3, 15. 
Rev 18:12 Cargo of gold and silver and precious stone and pearls and fine linen 

and purple and silk and scarlet, and every kind of thyine wood, and every 
vessel of ivory, and every vessel of most precious wood and brass and 
iron and marble, 

Rev 18:13 And cinnamon and amomum and incense and ointment and 
frankincense and wine and oil and fine flour and wheat and cattle and 
sheep, and cargo of horses and chariots and slaves and souls of men. 

2 Pet 2:3 And in covetousness, with fabricated words, they will make merchandise 
of you, for whom the judgment of old is not idle, and their destruction 
does not slumber. 

2 Pet 2:15 Forsaking the straight way, they have gone astray, following the way of 
Balaam, the son of Beor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness 

c. This depicts not only the coming Babylon but also today’s world; people sell 

their soul, their life, that is, themselves, to their occupation, neglecting God and 

their eternal destiny—cf. Luke 12:13-21. 
Luke 12:13 And someone out of the crowd said to Him, Teacher, tell my brother to 

divide the inheritance with me. 
Luke 12:14 But He said to him, Man, who appointed Me a judge or a divider over 

you? 
Luke 12:15 And He said to them, Watch and guard yourself from all covetousness, 

for no one's life is in the abundance of his possessions. 
Luke 12:16 And He told them a parable, saying, The land of a certain rich man 

brought forth abundantly. 
Luke 12:17 And he reasoned in himself, saying, What shall I do, for I have no place 

where I may gather my crops? 
Luke 12:18 And he said, I will do this: I will tear down my barns and build larger 

ones, and I will gather there all my wheat and my goods. 
Luke 12:19 And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have many goods laid up for many 

years; rest, eat, drink, be merry. 
Luke 12:20 But God said to him, Foolish one, this night they are requiring your 

soul from you; and the things which you have prepared, whose will 
they be? 

Luke 12:21 So is he who stores up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God. 

d. God’s sovereignty will cause the wickedness in business, which the people of 

Israel learned from the Babylonians in their captivity, to go back to Babylon (the 

land of Shinar)—Zech. 5:10-11; Gen. 11:2, 9. 
Zech 5:10 And I said to the angel who spoke with me, Where are they taking the 

ephah vessel? 
Zech 5:11 And he said to me, To build a house for her in the land of Shinar; and 

when it is prepared, she will be set there in her own place. 
Gen 11:2 And as they journeyed east, they found a plain in the land of Shinar; and 

they dwelt there. 
Gen 11:9 Therefore its name was called Babel, because there Jehovah 

confounded the language of all the earth, and from there Jehovah 
scattered them over the surface of all the earth. 

E. We need to build up the wall to protect the church as the house of God: 

1. We can build up the wall through the overcoming blood of the Lamb, applied to us 

through our repenting, confessing our sins, and asking God for His purging—Rev. 

12:11; Psa. 51:18. 
Rev 12:11 And they overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb and because of the 

word of their testimony, and they loved not their soul-life even unto death. 
Psa 51:18 Do good in Your good pleasure unto Zion; / Build the walls of Jerusalem. 

2. We must shepherd the flock of God by sounding the one trumpet of the unique New 
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Testament ministry, declaring to them all the counsel of God to complete the word of 

God with the Lord’s protective warning and healthy teaching, so that they may be 

full-grown in Christ—1 Cor. 14:8; Eph. 4:11; Acts 20:26-35; Ezek. 33:1-11; 34:25; 

Col. 1:24-29. 
1 Cor 14:8 For also if the trumpet gives an uncertain sound, who will prepare himself for 

battle? 
Eph 4:11 And He Himself gave some as apostles and some as prophets and some as 

evangelists and some as shepherds and teachers, 
Acts 20:26 Therefore I testify to you on this day that I am clean from the blood of all men, 
Acts 20:27 For I did not shrink from declaring to you all the counsel of God. 
Acts 20:28 Take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among whom the Holy Spirit has 

placed you as overseers to shepherd the church of God, which He obtained 
through His own blood. 

Acts 20:29 I know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in among you, not 
sparing the flock. 

Acts 20:30 And from among you yourselves men will rise up, speaking perverted things to 
draw away the disciples after them. 

Acts 20:31 Therefore watch, remembering that for three years, night and day, I did not 
cease admonishing each one with tears. 

Acts 20:32 And now I commit you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to 
build you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who have been 
sanctified. 

Acts 20:33 I have coveted no one's silver or gold or clothing. 
Acts 20:34 You yourselves know that these hands have ministered to my needs and to 

those who are with me. 
Acts 20:35 In all things I have shown you by example that toiling in this way we ought to 

support the weak and to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that He 
Himself said, It is more blessed to give than to receive. 

Ezek 33:1 Then the word of Jehovah came to me, saying, 
Ezek 33:2 Son of man, speak to the children of your people, and say to them, Whenever I 

bring the sword upon a land and the people of the land take a man from their 
midst and set him up as their watchman, 

Ezek 33:3 And when he sees the sword come upon the land, he blows the trumpet and 
warns the people; 

Ezek 33:4 Then whoever hears the sound of the trumpet and ignores the warning, if the 
sword comes and takes him away, his blood will be on his own head. 

Ezek 33:5 He heard the sound of the trumpet and ignored the warning; his own blood will 
be on him; whereas if he had taken warning, he would have delivered his soul. 

Ezek 33:6 But if the watchman sees the sword come and does not blow the trumpet and 
the people are not warned and the sword comes and takes someone away 
from them, he is taken away in his iniquity, but his blood I will require at the 
watchman's hand. 

Ezek 33:7 It is you, O son of man, whom I have appointed as a watchman to the house of 
Israel; therefore when you hear the word from My mouth, give them warning 
from Me. 

Ezek 33:8 When I say to the wicked, O wicked man, you will surely die, and you do not 
speak to warn the wicked from his way, that wicked man will die in his iniquity, 
but his blood I will require at your hand. 

Ezek 33:9 Yet if you warn the wicked man of his way to turn from it and he does not turn 
from his way, he will die in his iniquity, and you have delivered your soul. 

Ezek 33:10 And you, son of man, say to the house of Israel, This is what you speak, 
saying, Our transgressions and our sins are upon us, and because of them we 
are wasting away. How then can we live? 

Ezek 33:11 Say to them, As I live, declares the Lord Jehovah, I have no pleasure in the 
death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn away from his way and live. Turn 
away, turn away from your evil ways; for why will you die, O house of Israel? 

Ezek 34:25 And I will make with them a covenant of peace and banish evil beasts from the 
land, so that they will dwell securely in the wilderness and sleep in the woods. 
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Col 1:24 I now rejoice in my sufferings on your behalf and fill up on my part that which is 
lacking of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for His Body, which is the church; 

Col 1:25 Of which I became a minister according to the stewardship of God, which was 
given to me for you, to complete the word of God, 

Col 1:26 The mystery which has been hidden from the ages and from the generations 
but now has been manifested to His saints; 

Col 1:27 To whom God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of this 
mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory, 

Col 1:28 Whom we announce, admonishing every man and teaching every man in all 
wisdom that we may present every man full-grown in Christ; 

Col 1:29 For which also I labor, struggling according to His operation which operates in 
me in power. 

3. We must build up the wall to protect the church by fighting the battle in the Body—

Rom. 16:20: 
Rom 16:20 Now the God of peace will crush Satan under your feet shortly. The grace of 

our Lord Jesus be with you. 

a. The Body puts on the whole armor of God and renders protection to every 

member; we must seek the counsel and covering of the Body to receive the 

Body’s protection and safeguard—Eph. 6:10-20; Matt. 16:18; Acts 21:4, 11-12. 
Eph 6:10 Finally, be empowered in the Lord and in the might of His strength. 
Eph 6:11 Put on the whole armor of God that you may be able to stand against the 

stratagems of the devil, 
Eph 6:12 For our wrestling is not against blood and flesh but against the rulers, 

against the authorities, against the world-rulers of this darkness, against 
the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenlies. 

Eph 6:13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God that you may be able to 
withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 

Eph 6:14 Stand therefore, having girded your loins with truth and having put on the 
breastplate of righteousness 

Eph 6:15 And having shod your feet with the firm foundation of the gospel of 
peace; 

Eph 6:16 Besides all these, having taken up the shield of faith, with which you will 
be able to quench all the flaming darts of the evil one. 

Eph 6:17 And receive the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which 
Spirit is the word of God, 

Eph 6:18 By means of all prayer and petition, praying at every time in spirit and 
watching unto this in all perseverance and petition concerning all the 
saints, 

Eph 6:19 And for me, that utterance may be given to me in the opening of my 
mouth, to make known in boldness the mystery of the gospel, 

Eph 6:20 For which I am an ambassador in a chain, that in it I would speak boldly, 
as I ought to speak. 

Matt 16:18 And I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build 
My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. 

Acts 21:4 And when we had sought out the disciples, we remained there seven 
days. These told Paul through the Spirit not to set foot in Jerusalem. 

Acts 21:11 And he came to us and took Paul's belt; and having bound his own feet 
and hands, he said, Thus says the Holy Spirit, In this way will the Jews in 
Jerusalem bind the man whose belt this is and deliver him into the hands 
of the Gentiles. 

Acts 21:12 And when we heard these things, both we and those in that place 
entreated him not to go up to Jerusalem. 

b. Spiritual warfare is in this principle—one will chase a thousand, and two will 

put ten thousand to flight—Deut. 32:30; Eccl. 4:9-12; Exo. 17:11-13. 
Deut 32:30 How shall one chase a thousand, / And two put ten thousand to flight, / 

Were it not that their Rock sold them, / And Jehovah delivered them up? 
Eccl 4:9 Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their 

labor; 
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Eccl 4:10 For if they fall, the one will lift up his companion. But woe to the one who 
falls and does not have another to lift him up! 

Eccl 4:11 Again, if two lie together, they keep warm. But how can one be warm alone? 
Eccl 4:12 And while a man may prevail against the one, the two will withstand him; 

and a threefold cord is not quickly broken. 
Exo 17:11 And when Moses lifted his hand up, Israel prevailed; and when he let his 

hand down, Amalek prevailed. 
Exo 17:12 But Moses' hands were heavy, so they took a stone and put it under him, 

and he sat on it; and Aaron and Hur supported his hands, one on one 
side and one on the other side. So his hands were steady until the going 
down of the sun. 

Exo 17:13 And Joshua defeated Amalek and his people with the edge of the sword. 

4. We must build up the wall to protect the interest of the riches of God’s divinity on the 

earth and the attainments of His consummation—cf. John 1:12-13; Isa. 9:6; 1 Cor. 

15:45b; 2 Cor. 3:17; 4:5; Col. 1:18; Acts 2:36; 5:31; Heb. 4:14; 9:15; 7:22; 8:2; 1 John 

2:1; John 15:26; Rom. 8:34, 26. 
John 1:12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the authority to become 

children of God, to those who believe into His name, 
John 1:13 Who were begotten not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of 

man, but of God. 
Isa 9:6 For a child is born to us, / A Son is given to us; / And the government / Is upon 

His shoulder; / And His name will be called / Wonderful Counselor, / Mighty 
God, / Eternal Father, / Prince of Peace. 

1 Cor 15:45b … the last Adam became a life-giving Spirit. 
2 Cor 3:17 And the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 
2 Cor 4:5 For we do not preach ourselves but Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as 

your slaves for Jesus' sake. 
Col 1:18 And He is the Head of the Body, the church; He is the beginning, the Firstborn 

from the dead, that He Himself might have the first place in all things; 
Acts 2:36 Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made Him 

both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you have crucified. 
Acts 5:31 This One God has exalted to His right hand as Leader and Savior, to give 

repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 
Heb 4:14 Having therefore a great High Priest who has passed through the heavens, 

Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast the confession. 
Heb 9:15 And because of this He is the Mediator of a new covenant, so that, death 

having taken place for redemption of the transgressions under the first 
covenant, those who have been called might receive the promise of the eternal 
inheritance. 

Heb 7:22 By so much Jesus has also become the surety of a better covenant. 
Heb 8:2 A Minister of the holy places, even of the true tabernacle, which the Lord 

pitched, not man. 
1 John 2:1 My little children, these things I write to you that you may not sin. And if anyone 

sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the Righteous; 
John 15:26 But when the Comforter comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the 

Spirit of reality, who proceeds from the Father, He will testify concerning Me; 
Rom 8:34 Who is he who condemns? It is Christ Jesus who died and, rather, who was 

raised, who is also at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us. 
Rom 8:26 Moreover, in like manner the Spirit also joins in to help us in our weakness, for 

we do not know for what we should pray as is fitting, but the Spirit Himself 
intercedes for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. 

F. We need to live by Christ and to live out Christ, thus magnifying Christ, so that we can 

build up the church as the expression of God—Exo. 40:34-35; 1 Kings 8:1-11; Rom. 13:14, 

12; 1 Cor. 3:16-17; Phil. 1:19-21a; Rev. 21:3, 22, 10-11: 
Exo 40:34 Then the cloud covered the Tent of Meeting, and the glory of Jehovah filled the 

tabernacle. 
Exo 40:35 And Moses was not able to enter the Tent of Meeting, because the cloud settled on it 

and the glory of Jehovah filled the tabernacle. 
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1 Kings 8:1 Then Solomon assembled the elders of Israel and all the heads of the tribes, the 
leaders of the fathers' houses of the children of Israel, before King Solomon in 
Jerusalem in order to bring up the Ark of the Covenant of Jehovah from the city of 
David, which is Zion. 

1 Kings 8:2 And all the men of Israel assembled themselves before King Solomon at the feast in 
the month of Ethnaim, which is the seventh month. 

1 Kings 8:3 And when all the elders of Israel came, the priests took up the Ark; 
1 Kings 8:4 And they brought up the Ark of Jehovah and the Tent of Meeting and all the holy 

vessels that were in the tent; and the priests and Levites brought them up. 
1 Kings 8:5 And King Solomon and all the assembly of Israel, who had assembled before him 

and were with him before the Ark, were sacrificing sheep and oxen which could not 
be counted or numbered for multitude. 

1 Kings 8:6 And the priests brought the Ark of the Covenant of Jehovah to its place, into the 
innermost sanctuary of the house, into the Holy of Holies under the wings of the 
cherubim. 

1 Kings 8:7 For the cherubim had their wings spread out over the place of the Ark, and the 
cherubim covered the Ark and its poles overhead. 

1 Kings 8:8 And the poles extended out so that the ends of the poles could be seen from the Holy 
Place before the innermost sanctuary, but they were not seen outside; and they are 
there to this day. 

1 Kings 8:9 There was nothing in the Ark except the two stone tablets, which Moses placed there 
at Horeb when Jehovah made a covenant with the children of Israel when they came 
out of the land of Egypt. 

1 Kings 8:10 And when the priests came out of the Holy Place, the cloud filled the house of 
Jehovah; 

1 Kings 8:11 And the priests were not able to stand and minister because of the cloud, for the glory 
of Jehovah filled the house of Jehovah. 

Rom 13:14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh to fulfill its lusts. 
Rom 13:12 The night is far advanced, and the day has drawn near. Let us therefore cast off the 

works of darkness, and let us put on the weapons of light. 
1 Cor 3:16 Do you not know that you are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in 

you? 
1 Cor 3:17 If anyone destroys the temple of God, God will destroy him; for the temple of God is 

holy, and such are you. 
Phil 1:19 For I know that for me this will turn out to salvation through your petition and the 

bountiful supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, 
Phil 1:20 According to my earnest expectation and hope that in nothing I will be put to shame, 

but with all boldness, as always, even now Christ will be magnified in my body, 
whether through life or through death. 

Phil 1:21a For to me, to live is Christ … 
Rev 21:3 And I heard a loud voice out of the throne, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is 

with men, and He will tabernacle with them, and they will be His peoples, and God 
Himself will be with them and be their God. 

Rev 21:22 And I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. 
Rev 21:10 And he carried me away in spirit onto a great and high mountain and showed me the 

holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
Rev 21:11 Having the glory of God. Her light was like a most precious stone, like a jasper stone, 

as clear as crystal. 

1. The wall of the city is for the expression of God; thus, to “build up the wall” (Neh. 

2:17) is to build up the church as the expression of God (Matt. 16:18; Eph. 2:20-22; 

4:11-16; 1 Cor. 3:9-17; Rev. 4:3; 21:11, 18-19). 
Neh 2:17 Then I said to them, You see the bad state we are in, that Jerusalem lies in 

waste and its gates are burned with fire. Come and let us build up the wall of 
Jerusalem so that we will no longer be a reproach. 

Matt 16:18 And I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My 
church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. 

Eph 2:20 Being built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus 
Himself being the cornerstone; 
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Eph 2:21 In whom all the building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in 
the Lord; 

Eph 2:22 In whom you also are being built together into a dwelling place of God in spirit. 
Eph 4:11 And He Himself gave some as apostles and some as prophets and some as 

evangelists and some as shepherds and teachers, 
Eph 4:12 For the perfecting of the saints unto the work of the ministry, unto the building 

up of the Body of Christ, 
Eph 4:13 Until we all arrive at the oneness of the faith and of the full knowledge of the 

Son of God, at a full-grown man, at the measure of the stature of the fullness of 
Christ, 

Eph 4:14 That we may be no longer little children tossed by waves and carried about by 
every wind of teaching in the sleight of men, in craftiness with a view to a 
system of error, 

Eph 4:15 But holding to truth in love, we may grow up into Him in all things, who is the 
Head, Christ, 

Eph 4:16 Out from whom all the Body, being joined together and being knit together through 
every joint of the rich supply and through the operation in the measure of each 
one part, causes the growth of the Body unto the building up of itself in love. 

1 Cor 3:9 For we are God's fellow workers; you are God's cultivated land, God's building. 
1 Cor 3:10 According to the grace of God given to me, as a wise master builder I have laid 

a foundation, and another builds upon it. But let each man take heed how he 
builds upon it. 

1 Cor 3:11 For another foundation no one is able to lay besides that which is laid, which is 
Jesus Christ. 

1 Cor 3:12 But if anyone builds upon the foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, 
grass, stubble, 

1 Cor 3:13 The work of each will become manifest; for the day will declare it, because it is 
revealed by fire, and the fire itself will prove each one's work, of what sort it is. 

1 Cor 3:14 If anyone's work which he has built upon the foundation remains, he will 
receive a reward; 

1 Cor 3:15 If anyone's work is consumed, he will suffer loss, but he himself will be saved, 
yet so as through fire. 

1 Cor 3:16 Do you not know that you are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God 
dwells in you? 

1 Cor 3:17 If anyone destroys the temple of God, God will destroy him; for the temple of 
God is holy, and such are you. 

Rev 4:3 And He who was sitting was like a jasper stone and a sardius in appearance, 
and there was a rainbow around the throne like an emerald in appearance. 

Rev 21:11 Having the glory of God. Her light was like a most precious stone, like a jasper 
stone, as clear as crystal. 

Rev 21:18 And the building work of its wall was jasper; and the city was pure gold, like 
clear glass. 

Rev 21:19 The foundations of the wall of the city were adorned with every precious stone: 
the first foundation was jasper; the second, sapphire; the third, chalcedony; the 
fourth, emerald; 

2. Today in His recovery the Lord is working to restore the normal condition of Christ 

within the proper church as His expression—Eph. 3:16-21; Rev. 4:3; 21:11, 18-19. 
Eph 3:16 That He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be 

strengthened with power through His Spirit into the inner man, 
Eph 3:17 That Christ may make His home in your hearts through faith, that you, being 

rooted and grounded in love, 
Eph 3:18 May be full of strength to apprehend with all the saints what the breadth and 

length and height and depth are 
Eph 3:19 And to know the knowledge-surpassing love of Christ, that you may be filled 

unto all the fullness of God. 
Eph 3:20 But to Him who is able to do superabundantly above all that we ask or think, 

according to the power which operates in us, 
Eph 3:21 To Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus unto all the generations 

forever and ever. Amen. 
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Rev 4:3 And He who was sitting was like a jasper stone and a sardius in appearance, 
and there was a rainbow around the throne like an emerald in appearance. 

Rev 21:11 Having the glory of God. Her light was like a most precious stone, like a jasper 
stone, as clear as crystal. 

Rev 21:18 And the building work of its wall was jasper; and the city was pure gold, like 
clear glass. 

Rev 21:19 The foundations of the wall of the city were adorned with every precious stone: 
the first foundation was jasper; the second, sapphire; the third, chalcedony; the 
fourth, emerald; 

3. In order to express God, we need to be saved from our natural disposition and from 

self-likeness by living a mingled life with the Divine Trinity in the blending life of the 

entire Body of Christ—Rom. 5:10; Lev. 2:4-5; 1 Cor. 12:24-25. 
Rom 5:10 For if we, being enemies, were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, 

much more we will be saved in His life, having been reconciled, 
Lev 2:4 And when you present an offering of a meal offering baked in the oven, it shall 

be of fine flour, unleavened cakes mingled with oil or unleavened wafers 
anointed with oil. 

Lev 2:5 And if your offering is a meal offering baked on a flat plate, it shall be of fine 
flour mingled with oil, unleavened. 

1 Cor 12:24 But our comely members have no need. But God has blended the body 
together, giving more abundant honor to the member that lacked, 

1 Cor 12:25 That there would be no division in the body, but that the members would have 
the same care for one another. 

4. In order to express God, we need to be daily sanctified and renewed by the washing of 

the water in the word to be presented to Christ, our Bridegroom, as His pure, glorious, 

God-expressing bride—v. 24; Eph. 5:26-27. 
1 Cor 12:24 But our comely members have no need. But God has blended the body 

together, giving more abundant honor to the member that lacked, 
Eph 5:26 That He might sanctify her, cleansing her by the washing of the water in the 

word, 
Eph 5:27 That He might present the church to Himself glorious, not having spot or 

wrinkle or any such things, but that she would be holy and without blemish. 

  




