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Message Three 

The Rebuilding of the Altar of God— 

the Altar of Burnt Offering 
BD/RS Hymns: 195, 1138 

Scripture Reading: Lev. 1:3-11, 13-14, 17; 6:9, 12a, 13; Num. 28:2; 

Ezra 1:2-3, 5; 3:2-3, 6a; Psa. 43:4a; Eph. 5:2; Rom. 12:1 
Lev 1:3 If his offering is a burnt offering from the herd, he shall present it, a male without blemish; he shall 

present it at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting, that he may be accepted before Jehovah. 
Lev 1:4 And he shall lay his hand on the head of the burnt offering, and it shall be accepted for him, to 

make expiation for him. 
Lev 1:5 And he shall slaughter the young bull before Jehovah; and Aaron's sons the priests shall present 

the blood and sprinkle the blood on and around the altar that is at the entrance of the Tent of 
Meeting. 

Lev 1:6 And he shall skin the burnt offering and cut it into its pieces. 
Lev 1:7 And the sons of Aaron the priest shall put fire on the altar and arrange the wood in order on the fire. 
Lev 1:8 Then Aaron's sons the priests shall arrange the pieces, the head, and the fat in order on the wood 

that is on the fire which is on the altar; 
Lev 1:9 But its inward parts and its legs he shall wash with water. Then the priest shall burn the whole on 

the altar, as a burnt offering, an offering by fire, a satisfying fragrance to Jehovah. 
Lev 1:10 And if his offering is from the flock, of the sheep or of the goats, for a burnt offering, he shall 

present it, a male without blemish. 
Lev 1:11 And he shall slaughter it on the side of the altar northward before Jehovah, and Aaron's sons the 

priests shall sprinkle its blood on and around the altar. 
Lev 1:13 But the inward parts and the legs he shall wash with water. Then the priest shall present the 

whole and burn it on the altar; it is a burnt offering, an offering by fire, a satisfying fragrance to 
Jehovah. 

Lev 1:14 And if his offering to Jehovah is a burnt offering of birds, then he shall present his offering of 
turtledoves or of young pigeons. 

Lev 1:17 Then he shall tear it open by its wings without dividing it, and the priest shall burn it on the altar on 
the wood that is on the fire; it is a burnt offering, an offering by fire, a satisfying fragrance to 
Jehovah. 

Lev 6:9 Command Aaron and his sons, saying, This is the law of the burnt offering: The burnt offering 
shall be on the hearth on the altar all night until the morning, and the fire of the altar shall be kept 
burning on it. 

Lev 6:12a And the fire on the altar shall be kept burning on it; it must not go out. … 
Lev 6:13 Fire shall be kept burning on the altar continually; it shall not go out. 
Num 28:2 Command the children of Israel and say to them, My offering, My food for My offerings by fire of a 

satisfying fragrance to Me, you shall be careful to present to Me at its appointed time. 
Ezra 1:2 Thus says Cyrus the king of Persia, All the kingdoms of the earth has Jehovah the God of heaven 

given to me; and He has charged me to build Him a house in Jerusalem, which is in Judah. 
Ezra 1:3 Whoever there is among you of all His people, may his God be with him; and let him go up to 

Jerusalem, which is in Judah, and let him build the house of Jehovah the God of Israel-He is God-
who is in Jerusalem. 

Ezra 1:5 Then the heads of the fathers' houses of Judah and Benjamin and the priests and the Levites 
rose up, even everyone whose spirit God had stirred up to go up to build the house of Jehovah, 
which is in Jerusalem. 

Ezra 3:2 Then Jeshua the son of Jozadak rose up, along with his brothers the priests and Zerubbabel the 
son of Shealtiel and his brothers, and they built the altar of the God of Israel to offer burnt 
offerings upon it, as it is written in the law of Moses the man of God. 

Ezra 3:3 And they set up the altar upon its bases, for fear was upon them because of the peoples of the 
lands; and they offered burnt offerings on it to Jehovah, burnt offerings of the morning and evening. 

Ezra 3:6a From the first day of the seventh month they began to offer up burnt offerings to Jehovah; … 
Psa 43:4a And I will go to the altar of God, / To God my exceeding joy;…  
Eph 5:2 And walk in love, even as Christ also loved us and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a 

sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling savor. 
Rom 12:1 I exhort you therefore, brothers, through the compassions of God to present your bodies a living 

sacrifice, holy, well pleasing to God, which is your reasonable service. 
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I. “They built the altar of the God of Israel to offer burnt offerings upon it, as it 

is written in the law of Moses the man of God”—Ezra 3:2b: 
A. For the recovery of the house we need the recovery of the altar—1:2-3, 5; 3:2-3: 

Ezra 1:2 Thus says Cyrus the king of Persia, All the kingdoms of the earth has Jehovah the 
God of heaven given to me; and He has charged me to build Him a house in 
Jerusalem, which is in Judah. 

Ezra 1:3 Whoever there is among you of all His people, may his God be with him; and let him 
go up to Jerusalem, which is in Judah, and let him build the house of Jehovah the 
God of Israel-He is God-who is in Jerusalem. 

Ezra 1:5 Then the heads of the fathers' houses of Judah and Benjamin and the priests and the 
Levites rose up, even everyone whose spirit God had stirred up to go up to build the 
house of Jehovah, which is in Jerusalem. 

Ezra 3:2 Then Jeshua the son of Jozadak rose up, along with his brothers the priests and 
Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel and his brothers, and they built the altar of the God of 
Israel to offer burnt offerings upon it, as it is written in the law of Moses the man of God. 

Ezra 3:3 And they set up the altar upon its bases, for fear was upon them because of the 
peoples of the lands; and they offered burnt offerings on it to Jehovah, burnt offerings 
of the morning and evening. 

1. The first thing to be recovered for the church life is the altar—Rom. 12:1: 
Rom 12:1 I exhort you therefore, brothers, through the compassions of God to present 

your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, well pleasing to God, which is your 
reasonable service. 

a. Before we can have the church life, we must put everything on the altar—Psa. 

43:4a. 
Psa 43:4a And I will go to the altar of God, / To God my exceeding joy; … 

b. We must put all that we have, all that we are, and all that we can do on the altar 

for God’s satisfaction; this is the start of the church life. 

2. The problem is that we have come back from Babylon to Jerusalem, yet at Jerusalem 

we may still keep many things for our own interests; we may not offer everything on 

the altar for God’s interests and for God’s satisfaction—Rom. 12:1: 
Rom 12:1 I exhort you therefore, brothers, through the compassions of God to present 

your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, well pleasing to God, which is your 
reasonable service. 

a. We should not come back to Jerusalem yet maintain our life as it was in 

Babylon. 

b. The life in Jerusalem must be absolutely for the Lord’s interests. 

B. The altar of burnt offering typifies the cross of Christ—Exo. 27:1; 40:6; Heb. 13:10: 
Exo 27:1 And you shall make the altar of acacia wood, a length of five cubits and a width of five 

cubits; the altar shall be square; and three cubits, its height. 
Exo 40:6 And you shall put the altar of burnt offering before the entrance of the tabernacle of 

the Tent of Meeting. 
Heb 13:10 We have an altar from which they who are serving the tabernacle have no right to eat. 

1. In His economy God gives us one person—Christ—and one way—the cross—1 Cor. 

2:2: 
1 Cor 2:2 For I did not determine to know anything among you except Jesus Christ, and 

this One crucified. 

a. The cross is the center of God’s operation in His economy—Gal. 1:4; 2:19-21; 

3:1, 13; 5:24; 6:14. 
Gal 1:4 Who gave Himself for our sins that He might rescue us out of the present 

evil age according to the will of our God and Father, 
Gal 2:19 For I through law have died to law that I might live to God. 
Gal 2:20 I am crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ 

who lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live in faith, the 
faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me. 
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Gal 2:21 I do not nullify the grace of God; for if righteousness is through law, then 
Christ has died for nothing. 

Gal 3:1 O foolish Galatians, who has bewitched you, before whose eyes Jesus 
Christ was openly portrayed crucified? 

Gal 3:13 Christ has redeemed us out of the curse of the law, having become a 
curse on our behalf; because it is written, "Cursed is everyone hanging 
on a tree"; 

Gal 5:24 But they who are of Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its 
passions and its lusts. 

Gal 6:14 But far be it from me to boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, through whom the world has been crucified to me and I to the 
world. 

b. God governs everything by the cross and deals with everything by the cross—

Col. 1:20-22; 2:11-15. 
Col 1:20 And through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace 

through the blood of His cross-through Him, whether the things on the 
earth or the things in the heavens. 

Col 1:21 And you, though once alienated and enemies in your mind because of 
your evil works, 

Col 1:22 He now has reconciled in the body of His flesh through death, to present 
you holy and without blemish and without reproach before Him; 

Col 2:11 In Him also you were circumcised with a circumcision not made with 
hands, in the putting off of the body of the flesh, in the circumcision of 
Christ, 

Col 2:12 Buried together with Him in baptism, in which also you were raised 
together with Him through the faith of the operation of God, who raised 
Him from the dead. 

Col 2:13 And you, though dead in your offenses and in the uncircumcision of your 
flesh, He made alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our 
offenses; 

Col 2:14 Wiping out the handwriting in ordinances, which was against us, which 
was contrary to us; and He has taken it out of the way, nailing it to the 
cross. 

Col 2:15 Stripping off the rulers and the authorities, He made a display of them 
openly, triumphing over them in it. 

2. The cross is the base, the ground, of all spiritual experiences; all spiritual experience 

begins from the cross—Gal. 2:20; 6:14; 1 Cor. 2:2: 
Gal 2:20 I am crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives 

in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live in faith, the faith in the Son 
of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me. 

Gal 6:14 But far be it from me to boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
through whom the world has been crucified to me and I to the world. 

1 Cor 2:2 For I did not determine to know anything among you except Jesus Christ, and 
this One crucified. 

a. In order to progress spiritually, we need to pass through the cross daily—Matt. 

10:38; 16:24; Luke 14:27. 
Matt 10:38 And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me. 
Matt 16:24 Then Jesus said to His disciples, If anyone wants to come after Me, let 

him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me. 
Luke 14:27 Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after Me cannot be My 

disciple. 

b. If we want to have a proper church life, we need to experience the cross—Eph. 

2:14-16. 
Eph 2:14 For He Himself is our peace, He who has made both one and has broken 

down the middle wall of partition, the enmity, 
Eph 2:15 Abolishing in His flesh the law of the commandments in ordinances, that 

He might create the two in Himself into one new man, so making peace, 
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Eph 2:16 And might reconcile both in one Body to God through the cross, having 
slain the enmity by it. 

c. Through the cross we need to become nothing, to have nothing, and to be able to 

do nothing; otherwise, what we are, what we have, and what we can do will 

become a substitute for Christ—1 Cor. 1:17-18, 23. 
1 Cor 1:17 For Christ did not send me to baptize but to announce the gospel, not in 

wisdom of speech that the cross of Christ may not be made void. 
1 Cor 1:18 For the word of the cross is to those who are perishing foolishness, but 

to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 
1 Cor 1:23 But we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling block, and to 

Gentiles foolishness, 
 

II. “They began to offer up burnt offerings to Jehovah”—Ezra 3:6a: 
A. The burnt offering signifies Christ’s being absolute for God’s satisfaction—Lev. 1:3-9: 

Lev 1:3 If his offering is a burnt offering from the herd, he shall present it, a male without 
blemish; he shall present it at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting, that he may be 
accepted before Jehovah. 

Lev 1:4 And he shall lay his hand on the head of the burnt offering, and it shall be accepted 
for him, to make expiation for him. 

Lev 1:5 And he shall slaughter the young bull before Jehovah; and Aaron's sons the priests 
shall present the blood and sprinkle the blood on and around the altar that is at the 
entrance of the Tent of Meeting. 

Lev 1:6 And he shall skin the burnt offering and cut it into its pieces. 
Lev 1:7 And the sons of Aaron the priest shall put fire on the altar and arrange the wood in 

order on the fire. 
Lev 1:8 Then Aaron's sons the priests shall arrange the pieces, the head, and the fat in order 

on the wood that is on the fire which is on the altar; 
Lev 1:9 But its inward parts and its legs he shall wash with water. Then the priest shall burn the 

whole on the altar, as a burnt offering, an offering by fire, a satisfying fragrance to Jehovah. 

1. The burnt offering, which was wholly for God’s satisfaction, typifies Christ as God’s 

pleasure and satisfaction—Eph. 5:2. 
Eph 5:2 And walk in love, even as Christ also loved us and gave Himself up for us, an 

offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling savor. 

2. The burnt offering typifies Christ not only in His living a life that is perfect and 

absolute for God but also in His being the life that enables God’s people to have such 

a living—John 5:19, 30; 6:38; 7:18; 8:29; 14:24; 2 Cor. 5:15; Gal. 2:19-21. 
John 5:19 Then Jesus answered and said to them, Truly, truly, I say to you, The Son can 

do nothing from Himself except what He sees the Father doing, for whatever 
that One does, these things the Son also does in like manner. 

John 5:30 I can do nothing from Myself; as I hear, I judge, and My judgment is just, 
because I do not seek My own will but the will of Him who sent Me. 

John 6:38 For I have come down from heaven not to do My own will but the will of Him 
who sent Me. 

John 7:18 He who speaks from himself seeks his own glory; but He who seeks the glory 
of Him who sent Him, this One is true, and unrighteousness is not in Him. 

John 8:29 And He who sent Me is with Me; He has not left Me alone, for I always do the 
things that are pleasing to Him. 

John 14:24 He who does not love Me does not keep My words; and the word which you 
hear is not Mine, but the Father's who sent Me. 

2 Cor 5:15 And He died for all that those who live may no longer live to themselves but to 
Him who died for them and has been raised. 

Gal 2:19 For I through law have died to law that I might live to God. 
Gal 2:20 I am crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives 

in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live in faith, the faith in the Son 
of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me. 

Gal 2:21 I do not nullify the grace of God; for if righteousness is through law, then Christ 
has died for nothing. 
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3. The burnt offering is Christ Himself, and we are one with Him; thus, the burnt 

offering is also our oneness with Christ—1 Cor. 6:17. 
1 Cor 6:17 But he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit. 

B. The burnt offering is for God’s food that God may enjoy it and be satisfied—Num. 28:2: 
Num 28:2 Command the children of Israel and say to them, My offering, My food for My 

offerings by fire of a satisfying fragrance to Me, you shall be careful to present to Me 
at its appointed time. 

1. Although God is almighty, He cannot provide Himself something to eat; His food 

must come from His people—v. 2. 
Num 28:2 Command the children of Israel and say to them, My offering, My food for My 

offerings by fire of a satisfying fragrance to Me, you shall be careful to present 
to Me at its appointed time. 

2. Christ is God’s food, but He is not God’s food in a direct way; rather, Christ is God’s 

food served to God by us. 

C. The Hebrew word translated “burnt offering” literally means “that which goes up” and 

denotes something that is ascending to God; this ascending refers to Christ—Lev. 1:3, 10, 

14: 
Lev 1:3 If his offering is a burnt offering from the herd, he shall present it, a male without 

blemish; he shall present it at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting, that he may be 
accepted before Jehovah. 

Lev 1:10 And if his offering is from the flock, of the sheep or of the goats, for a burnt offering, 
he shall present it, a male without blemish. 

Lev 1:14 And if his offering to Jehovah is a burnt offering of birds, then he shall present his 
offering of turtledoves or of young pigeons. 

1. The only thing that can ascend to God from the earth is the life lived by Christ, for He 

is the unique person to live a life that is absolutely for God—John 6:38: 
John 6:38 For I have come down from heaven not to do My own will but the will of Him 

who sent Me. 

a. Christ as our burnt offering is completely for God, absolutely for God—4:34; 

5:30; Heb. 10:8-10. 
John 4:34 Jesus said to them, My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me and to 

finish His work. 
John 5:30 I can do nothing from Myself; as I hear, I judge, and My judgment is just, 

because I do not seek My own will but the will of Him who sent Me. 
Heb 10:8 Saying above, "Sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sacrifices for 

sin You did not desire nor delight in" (which are offered according to the law), 
Heb 10:9 He then has said, "Behold, I have come to do Your will." He takes away 

the first that He may establish the second, 
Heb 10:10 By which will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of 

Jesus Christ once for all. 

b. Whatever the Lord Jesus was, whatever He spoke, and whatever He did was 

absolutely for God—John 6:38; 5:17, 36, 45; 8:28; 10:25; 12:49-50. 
John 6:38 For I have come down from heaven not to do My own will but the will of 

Him who sent Me. 
John 5:17 But Jesus answered them, My Father is working until now, and I also am 

working. 
John 5:36 But I have the testimony which is greater than that of John, for the works 

which the Father has given Me to finish, the works themselves which I 
do, testify concerning Me that the Father has sent Me. 

John 5:45 Do not think that I will accuse you before the Father; there is one who 
accuses you: Moses, in whom you have set your hope. 

John 8:28 Jesus therefore said to them, When you lift up the Son of Man, then you 
will know that I am, and that I do nothing from Myself, but as My Father 
has taught Me, I speak these things. 

John 10:25 Jesus answered them, I told you, and you do not believe. The works 
which I do in My Father's name, these testify concerning Me; 
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John 12:49 For I have not spoken from Myself; but the Father who sent Me, He 
Himself has given Me commandment, what to say and what to speak. 

John 12:50 And I know that His commandment is eternal life. The things therefore 
that I speak, even as the Father has said to Me, so I speak. 

2. By laying our hands on Christ as the burnt offering, we are joined to Him—Lev. 1:4; 

1 Cor. 6:17. 
Lev 1:4 And he shall lay his hand on the head of the burnt offering, and it shall be 

accepted for him, to make expiation for him. 
1 Cor 6:17 But he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit. 

3. As Christ lives in us, He repeats in us the life He lived on the earth, the life of the 

burnt offering—Gal. 2:20. 
Gal 2:20 I am crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives 

in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live in faith, the faith in the Son 
of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me. 

D. The burnt offering is “a satisfying fragrance to Jehovah”—Lev. 1:9, 13, 17: 
Lev 1:9 But its inward parts and its legs he shall wash with water. Then the priest shall burn 

the whole on the altar, as a burnt offering, an offering by fire, a satisfying fragrance to 
Jehovah. 

Lev 1:13 But the inward parts and the legs he shall wash with water. Then the priest shall 
present the whole and burn it on the altar; it is a burnt offering, an offering by fire, a 
satisfying fragrance to Jehovah. 

Lev 1:17 Then he shall tear it open by its wings without dividing it, and the priest shall burn it 
on the altar on the wood that is on the fire; it is a burnt offering, an offering by fire, a 
satisfying fragrance to Jehovah. 

1. The Hebrew words translated “satisfying fragrance” literally mean “savor of rest or 

satisfaction”—v. 9. 
Lev 1:9 But its inward parts and its legs he shall wash with water. Then the priest shall 

burn the whole on the altar, as a burnt offering, an offering by fire, a satisfying 
fragrance to Jehovah. 

2. The satisfying fragrance is a savor that brings satisfaction, peace, and rest; such a 

satisfying fragrance is an enjoyment to God. 

3. Because Christ lived a life that was absolutely for God’s satisfaction, His living was a 

satisfying fragrance, a sweet savor ascending to God for His pleasure and 

satisfaction—Eph. 5:2. 
Eph 5:2 And walk in love, even as Christ also loved us and gave Himself up for us, an 

offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling savor. 
 

III. In Leviticus the first offering that is mentioned is not the sin offering or the 

trespass offering but the burnt offering—1:3: 
Lev 1:3 If his offering is a burnt offering from the herd, he shall present it, a male without blemish; he 

shall present it at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting, that he may be accepted before Jehovah. 

A. We need Christ first as our burnt offering because our first situation before God, our first 

problem related to God, is not a matter of trespasses but of not being for God: 

1. God created us to be His expression and His representation—Gen. 1:26. 
Gen 1:26 And God said, Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and 

let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of heaven 
and over the cattle and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that 
creeps upon the earth. 

2. God created us that we might be for Him; He did not create us for ourselves, but as 

fallen human beings, we live for ourselves, not for Him. 

B. The burnt offering means that as those who were created by God for the purpose of 

expressing and representing Him, we should be for nothing other than God—vv. 27-28; cf. 

Psa. 73:25; Mark 12:30. 
Gen 1:27 And God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male 

and female He created them. 
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Gen 1:28 And God blessed them; and God said to them, Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the 
earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of 
heaven and over every living thing that moves upon the earth. 

Psa 73:25 Whom do I have in heaven but You? / And besides You there is nothing I desire on earth. 
Mark 12:30 And you shall love the Lord your God from your whole heart and from your whole soul 

and from your whole mind and from your whole strength." 

C. We need to realize that we are not absolutely for God and that of ourselves we cannot be 

absolute; therefore, we need to take Christ as our burnt offering—Lev. 1:3-4. 
Lev 1:3 If his offering is a burnt offering from the herd, he shall present it, a male without 

blemish; he shall present it at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting, that he may be 
accepted before Jehovah. 

Lev 1:4 And he shall lay his hand on the head of the burnt offering, and it shall be accepted 
for him, to make expiation for him. 

 

IV. To live a life of the continual burnt offering is to be a living sacrifice—Rom. 

12:1: 
Rom 12:1 I exhort you therefore, brothers, through the compassions of God to present your bodies a 

living sacrifice, holy, well pleasing to God, which is your reasonable service. 

A. The burnt offering is a type of our consecration, of our offering ourselves to God as a living 

sacrifice; the meaning of consecration is to offer ourselves to God as a living sacrifice—

Lev. 1:3-4, 8-9; 6:9, 12a, 13; Rom. 12:1. 
Lev 1:3 If his offering is a burnt offering from the herd, he shall present it, a male without 

blemish; he shall present it at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting, that he may be 
accepted before Jehovah. 

Lev 1:4 And he shall lay his hand on the head of the burnt offering, and it shall be accepted 
for him, to make expiation for him. 

Lev 1:8 Then Aaron's sons the priests shall arrange the pieces, the head, and the fat in order 
on the wood that is on the fire which is on the altar; 

Lev 1:9 But its inward parts and its legs he shall wash with water. Then the priest shall burn 
the whole on the altar, as a burnt offering, an offering by fire, a satisfying fragrance to 
Jehovah. 

Lev 6:9 Command Aaron and his sons, saying, This is the law of the burnt offering: The burnt 
offering shall be on the hearth on the altar all night until the morning, and the fire of 
the altar shall be kept burning on it. 

Lev 6:12a And the fire on the altar shall be kept burning on it; it must not go out. … 
Lev 6:13 Fire shall be kept burning on the altar continually; it shall not go out. 
Rom 12:1 I exhort you therefore, brothers, through the compassions of God to present your 

bodies a living sacrifice, holy, well pleasing to God, which is your reasonable service. 

B. The daily burnt offering in the Old Testament typifies that, in the New Testament, we who 

belong to God should offer ourselves daily to God—Num. 28:3-8. 
Num 28:3 And you shall say to them, This is the offering by fire which you shall present to Jehovah: 

two male lambs a year old without blemish each day as a continual burnt offering. 
Num 28:4 One lamb you shall offer in the morning, and the other lamb you shall offer at twilight; 
Num 28:5 Also a tenth of an ephah of fine flour for a meal offering, mingled with the fourth of a 

hin of beaten oil. 
Num 28:6 It is a continual burnt offering, which was set up on Mount Sinai for a satisfying 

fragrance, an offering by fire to Jehovah. 
Num 28:7 And its drink offering shall be the fourth of a hin for the one lamb; in the sanctuary 

you shall pour out a drink offering of strong drink to Jehovah. 
Num 28:8 And the other lamb you shall offer at twilight; you shall offer it with the meal offering 

and its drink offering as in the morning, an offering by fire, a satisfying fragrance to 
Jehovah. 

C. Today, in our Christian life and church life, there is the need for the continual burnt 

offering—Lev. 1:3-4, 8-9; 6:9, 12a, 13. 
Lev 1:3 If his offering is a burnt offering from the herd, he shall present it, a male without 

blemish; he shall present it at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting, that he may be 
accepted before Jehovah. 
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Lev 1:4 And he shall lay his hand on the head of the burnt offering, and it shall be accepted 
for him, to make expiation for him. 

Lev 1:8 Then Aaron's sons the priests shall arrange the pieces, the head, and the fat in order 
on the wood that is on the fire which is on the altar; 

Lev 1:9 But its inward parts and its legs he shall wash with water. Then the priest shall burn 
the whole on the altar, as a burnt offering, an offering by fire, a satisfying fragrance to 
Jehovah. 

Lev 6:9 Command Aaron and his sons, saying, This is the law of the burnt offering: The burnt 
offering shall be on the hearth on the altar all night until the morning, and the fire of 
the altar shall be kept burning on it. 

Lev 6:12a And the fire on the altar shall be kept burning on it; it must not go out. … 
Lev 6:13 Fire shall be kept burning on the altar continually; it shall not go out. 

 

V. We need to worship God the Father with Christ as the burnt offering for 

God’s satisfaction to fulfill His desire—1:3, 9b; Num. 28:2; John 4:23-24: 
Lev 1:3 If his offering is a burnt offering from the herd, he shall present it, a male without blemish; 

he shall present it at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting, that he may be accepted before 
Jehovah. 

Lev 1:9b … Then the priest shall burn the whole on the altar, as a burnt offering, an offering by fire, a 
satisfying fragrance to Jehovah. 

Num 28:2 Command the children of Israel and say to them, My offering, My food for My offerings by 
fire of a satisfying fragrance to Me, you shall be careful to present to Me at its appointed 
time. 

John 4:23 But an hour is coming, and it is now, when the true worshippers will worship the Father in 
spirit and truthfulness, for the Father also seeks such to worship Him. 

John 4:24 God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truthfulness. 

A. God wants us to worship Him with Christ as the reality of all the offerings; the offerings are 

for pleasing God and making Him happy—vv. 23-24. 
John 4:23 But an hour is coming, and it is now, when the true worshippers will worship the 

Father in spirit and truthfulness, for the Father also seeks such to worship Him. 
John 4:24 God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truthfulness. 

B. Proper worship is a matter of satisfying God with Christ as the burnt offering—1 Pet. 2:5; 

John 4:34; 5:30; 8:29: 
1 Pet 2:5 You yourselves also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house into a 

holy priesthood to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 
John 4:34 Jesus said to them, My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me and to finish His work. 
John 5:30 I can do nothing from Myself; as I hear, I judge, and My judgment is just, because I 

do not seek My own will but the will of Him who sent Me. 
John 8:29 And He who sent Me is with Me; He has not left Me alone, for I always do the things 

that are pleasing to Him. 

1. When we worship the Father with Christ as the reality of the burnt offering, a 

fragrance well pleasing to God will ascend to Him for His satisfaction—Lev. 1:9; 

John 4:23-24. 
Lev 1:9 But its inward parts and its legs he shall wash with water. Then the priest shall 

burn the whole on the altar, as a burnt offering, an offering by fire, a satisfying 
fragrance to Jehovah. 

John 4:23 But an hour is coming, and it is now, when the true worshippers will worship the 
Father in spirit and truthfulness, for the Father also seeks such to worship Him. 

John 4:24 God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truthfulness. 

2. Since God is satisfied with our offering to Him Christ as the reality of the burnt 

offering, He will render His sweet acceptance to us; this is the significance of the 

burnt offering—Num. 28:2. 
Num 28:2 Command the children of Israel and say to them, My offering, My food for My 

offerings by fire of a satisfying fragrance to Me, you shall be careful to present 
to Me at its appointed time. 

  




