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Message Four 

The Recovery of the Building of the House of God 

through the Divine Encouragement 

of the Prophets of God 
MC Hymns: 1254, 1122 

Scripture Reading: Ezra 5:1-2; Hag. 1:2-5, 7-8, 9b, 14; 

2:6-7, 9a, 23; Zech. 3:9; 4:2-7, 11-14 
Ezra 5:1 Now the prophets, Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the son of Iddo, prophesied to the Jews 

who were in Judah and Jerusalem in the name of the God of Israel who was over them. 
Ezra 5:2 Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel and Jeshua the son of Jozadak rose up and began to build 

the house of God, which is in Jerusalem; and the prophets of God were with them, helping them. 
Hag 1:2 Thus says Jehovah of hosts, saying, This people says, The time has not come, the time for the 

house of Jehovah to be built. 
Hag 1:3 Then the word of Jehovah came through Haggai the prophet, saying, 
Hag 1:4 Is it time for you yourselves to dwell in your paneled-up houses, while this house lies waste? 
Hag 1:5 Now therefore thus says Jehovah of hosts, Consider your ways. 
Hag 1:7 Thus says Jehovah of hosts, Consider your ways. 
Hag 1:8 Go up to the mountain and bring wood and build the house, and I will take pleasure in it and will 

be glorified, says Jehovah. 
Hag 1:9b … Because of My house that lies waste while you each run to your own house. 
Hag 1:14 And Jehovah stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, the governor of Judah, and 

the spirit of Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and the spirit of all the remnant of the 
people; and they came and did work in the house of Jehovah of hosts their God, 

Hag 2:6 For thus says Jehovah of hosts, Yet once more-it is but a little while-I will shake the heavens and 
the earth and the sea and the dry land; 

Hag 2:7 And I will shake all the nations, and the Desire of all the nations will come; and I will fill this house 
with glory, says Jehovah of hosts. 

Hag 2:9a The latter glory of this house will be greater than the former, says Jehovah of hosts; … 
Hag 2:23 In that day, declares Jehovah of hosts, I will take you, O Zerubbabel, son of Shealtiel, My servant, 

declares Jehovah, and make you as a signet; for I have chosen you, declares Jehovah of hosts. 
Zech 3:9 For here is the stone that I have set before Joshua-upon one stone are seven eyes. I will engrave 

its engraving, declares Jehovah of hosts, and I will remove the iniquity of that land in one day. 
Zech 4:2 And he said to me, What do you see? And I said, I see that there is a lampstand all of gold, with 

its bowl on top of it and its seven lamps upon it, with seven pipes for each of the lamps on top of 
it; 

Zech 4:3 And there are two olive trees beside it, one to the right of the bowl and one to the left. 
Zech 4:4 And I answered and spoke to the angel who spoke with me, saying, What are these, sir? 
Zech 4:5 And the angel who spoke with me answered and said to me, Do you not know what these are? 

And I said, No, sir. 
Zech 4:6 And he answered and spoke to me, saying, This is the word of Jehovah to Zerubbabel, saying, 

Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit, says Jehovah of hosts. 
Zech 4:7 Who are you, O great mountain? Before Zerubbabel you will become a plain, and he will bring 

forth the topstone with shouts of Grace, grace to it. 
Zech 4:11 Then I answered and said to him, What are these two olive trees on the right of the lampstand 

and on its left? 
Zech 4:12 And I answered a second time and said to him, What are the two olive branches that are by the 

side of the two golden spouts, which empty the gold from themselves? 
Zech 4:13 And he spoke to me, saying, Do you not know what these are? And I said, No, sir. 
Zech 4:14 And he said, These are the two sons of oil, who stand by the Lord of the whole earth. 
 

I. In the rebuilding of the recovered temple as the house of God, both Joshua 

(representing the priesthood) and Zerubbabel (representing the kingship) 

became somewhat weak and discouraged; therefore, God used the prophets 

Haggai and Zechariah to speak for Him in order to strengthen, assist, and 
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encourage Joshua and Zerubbabel—Ezra 5:1-2; cf. 1 Cor. 14:3. 
Ezra 5:1 Now the prophets, Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the son of Iddo, prophesied to the 

Jews who were in Judah and Jerusalem in the name of the God of Israel who was over 
them. 

Ezra 5:2 Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel and Jeshua the son of Jozadak rose up and began to 
build the house of God, which is in Jerusalem; and the prophets of God were with them, 
helping them. 

1 Cor 14:3 But he who prophesies speaks building up and encouragement and consolation to men. 
 

II. The central thought of Haggai’s prophecy is that the building of the house of 

God, the temple of God, is related to the welfare of God’s people today and to 

the coming of the millennial kingdom with its Messiah in the age of 

restoration—Hag. 1:2-5, 7-8, 9b, 14; 2:6-9, 20-23; Matt. 19:28; Acts 3:20-21: 
Hag 1:2 Thus says Jehovah of hosts, saying, This people says, The time has not come, the time for 

the house of Jehovah to be built. 
Hag 1:3 Then the word of Jehovah came through Haggai the prophet, saying, 
Hag 1:4 Is it time for you yourselves to dwell in your paneled-up houses, while this house lies 

waste? 
Hag 1:5 Now therefore thus says Jehovah of hosts, Consider your ways. 
Hag 1:7 Thus says Jehovah of hosts, Consider your ways. 
Hag 1:8 Go up to the mountain and bring wood and build the house, and I will take pleasure in it and 

will be glorified, says Jehovah. 
Hag 1:9b … Because of My house that lies waste while you each run to your own house. 
Hag 1:14 And Jehovah stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, the governor of Judah, 

and the spirit of Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and the spirit of all the 
remnant of the people; and they came and did work in the house of Jehovah of hosts their 
God, 

Hag 2:6 For thus says Jehovah of hosts, Yet once more-it is but a little while-I will shake the 
heavens and the earth and the sea and the dry land; 

Hag 2:7 And I will shake all the nations, and the Desire of all the nations will come; and I will fill this 
house with glory, says Jehovah of hosts. 

Hag 2:8 The silver is Mine, and the gold is Mine, declares Jehovah of hosts. 
Hag 2:9 The latter glory of this house will be greater than the former, says Jehovah of hosts; and in 

this place I will give peace, declares Jehovah of hosts. 
Hag 2:20 And the word of Jehovah came a second time to Haggai on the twenty-fourth day of the 

month, saying, 
Hag 2:21 Speak to Zerubbabel the governor of Judah, saying, I will shake the heavens and the earth. 
Hag 2:22 And I will overthrow the throne of the kingdoms and will destroy the strength of the 

kingdoms of the nations; and I will overthrow the chariots and their riders, and the horses 
and their riders will go down, each by the sword of his brother. 

Hag 2:23 In that day, declares Jehovah of hosts, I will take you, O Zerubbabel, son of Shealtiel, My 
servant, declares Jehovah, and make you as a signet; for I have chosen you, declares 
Jehovah of hosts. 

Matt 19:28 And Jesus said to them, Truly I say to you that you who have followed Me, in the 
restoration, when the Son of Man sits on the throne of His glory, you also shall sit on twelve 
thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 

Acts 3:20 So that seasons of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord and that He may 
send the Christ, who has been previously appointed for you, Jesus, 

Acts 3:21 Whom heaven must indeed receive until the times of the restoration of all things, of which 
God spoke through the mouth of His holy prophets from of old. 

A. In the Old Testament the house of Jehovah, or the temple, was first a type of Christ as the 

house of God individually, and then a type of the church, the Body, the enlarged Christ, as 

God’s house corporately—John 2:19-21; 1 Tim. 3:15. 
John 2:19 Jesus answered and said to them, Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it 

up. 
John 2:20 Then the Jews said, This temple was built in forty-six years, and You will raise it up in 

three days? 
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John 2:21 But He spoke of the temple of His body. 
1 Tim 3:15 But if I delay, I write that you may know how one ought to conduct himself in the 

house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and base of the truth. 

B. Because the house of Jehovah is a type of the church, Haggai’s prophecy refers to us, the 

New Testament believers, since we are the reality of the type. 

C. Haggai’s speaking to Zerubbabel the governor and Joshua the high priest was to strengthen 

and encourage them and the people for the rebuilding of the temple as God’s house—Ezra 

5:1; Hag. 1:1. 
Ezra 5:1 Now the prophets, Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the son of Iddo, prophesied to 

the Jews who were in Judah and Jerusalem in the name of the God of Israel who was 
over them. 

Hag 1:1 In the second year of Darius the king, in the sixth month, on the first day of the 
month, the word of Jehovah came through Haggai the prophet unto Zerubbabel the 
son of Shealtiel, the governor of Judah, and unto Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the 
high priest, saying, 

D. The self-serving and God-neglecting returned captives were taking care of their houses but 

not Jehovah’s house (v. 4); the word run in verse 9 indicates that the people were busy 

caring for their own houses. 
Hag 1:4 Is it time for you yourselves to dwell in your paneled-up houses, while this house lies 

waste? 
Hag 1:9 You looked for much, and yet it amounted to little; and when you brought it home, I 

blew on it. Why? declares Jehovah of hosts. Because of My house that lies waste 
while you each run to your own house. 

E. Haggai 1:6 indicates that if we neglect the church, we will have no real enjoyment or 

satisfaction; regarding the recovery of the building of God’s house, we cannot be neutral; 

we must be absolute, either taking care of our houses first or taking care of the Lord’s house 

first—Matt. 6:33; Luke 9:57-62; Phil. 2:20-21. 
Hag 1:6 You have sown much, but you bring in little; you eat, but there is no satisfaction; you 

drink, but there is no being filled with drink; you dress yourselves, but there is no 
warmth in doing so; and he who earns wages, earns wages to put them into a bag 
with holes. 

Matt 6:33 But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be added 
to you. 

Luke 9:57 And as they went along the road, someone said to Him, I will follow You wherever 
You go. 

Luke 9:58 And Jesus said to him, The foxes have holes, and the birds of heaven have roosts, 
but the Son of Man does not have a place where He may lay His head. 

Luke 9:59 And He said to another, Follow Me. But he said, Lord, permit me to go first and bury 
my father. 

Luke 9:60 But He said to him, Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and announce the 
kingdom of God everywhere. 

Luke 9:61 And another also said, I will follow You, Lord; but first permit me to say farewell to 
those in my house. 

Luke 9:62 But Jesus said to him, No one who puts his hand on the plow and looks behind is fit 
for the kingdom of God. 

Phil 2:20 For I have no one like-souled who will genuinely care for what concerns you; 
Phil 2:21 For all seek their own things, not the things of Christ Jesus. 

F. For the recovery of the building of God’s house, God’s elect were stirred up in their spirit 

and came and did work in the house of Jehovah; in our response to the Lord’s charge, we 

all should be occupied by the Lord Jesus in the work of preaching the gospel, feeding the 

new believers, and taking care of others for the building up of the Lord’s house, the church 

as the Body of Christ—Hag. 1:14; 2:7a; John 21:15-17. 
Hag 1:14 And Jehovah stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, the governor of 

Judah, and the spirit of Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and the spirit of 
all the remnant of the people; and they came and did work in the house of Jehovah of 
hosts their God, 
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Hag 2:7a And I will shake all the nations, and the Desire of all the nations will come; … 
John 21:15 Then when they had eaten breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, Simon, son of John, 

do you love Me more than these? He said to Him, Yes, Lord, You know that I love 
You. He said to him, Feed My lambs. 

John 21:16 He said to him again a second time, Simon, son of John, do you love Me? He said to 
Him, Yes, Lord, You know that I love You. He said to him, Shepherd My sheep. 

John 21:17 He said to him the third time, Simon, son of John, do you love Me? Peter was grieved 
that He said to him the third time, Do you love Me? And he said to Him, Lord, You 
know all things; You know that I love You. Jesus said to him, Feed My sheep. 

G. “I will shake all the nations, and the Desire of all the nations will come”—Hag. 2:7a: 

1. This refers to Christ, who is the Desire of all the nations; even though the nations do 

not know Christ, they still desire Christ; for the nations to desire such things as light, 

love, joy, and righteousness, the reality of which is Christ, means that, unconsciously, 

they desire Christ—Mal. 3:1b. 
Mal 3:1b … And the Angel of the covenant, whom you desire, He will come, says 

Jehovah of hosts. 

2. The coming of Christ as the Desire of all the nations depends on the return of God’s 

people from their captivity in Babylon and the recovery of the building of God’s 

house—1 Tim. 3:15; 1 Pet. 2:5. 
1 Tim 3:15 But if I delay, I write that you may know how one ought to conduct himself in 

the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and base of 
the truth. 

1 Pet 2:5 You yourselves also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house 
into a holy priesthood to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through 
Jesus Christ. 

H. “I will fill this house with glory…The latter glory of this house will be greater than the 

former”—Hag. 2:7b, 9a: 

1. The glory of God, the expression of God, is in the building of God, the house of 

Jehovah—Exo. 40:34-35; 1 Kings 8:10-11; 2 Chron. 3:1; 5:1-2, 13-14; Eph. 3:21; 

Rev. 21:10-11. 
Exo 40:34 Then the cloud covered the Tent of Meeting, and the glory of Jehovah filled the 

tabernacle. 
Exo 40:35 And Moses was not able to enter the Tent of Meeting, because the cloud 

settled on it and the glory of Jehovah filled the tabernacle. 
1 Kings 8:10 And when the priests came out of the Holy Place, the cloud filled the house of 

Jehovah; 
1 Kings 8:11 And the priests were not able to stand and minister because of the cloud, for 

the glory of Jehovah filled the house of Jehovah. 
2 Chron 3:1 And Solomon began to build the house of Jehovah in Jerusalem on Mount 

Moriah, where He had appeared to David his father, at the place that David 
prepared, on the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite. 

2 Chron 5:1 Thus all the work that Solomon did for the house of Jehovah was finished. And 
Solomon brought in the things that David his father had sanctified, even the 
silver and the gold and all the vessels, and he put them in the treasuries of the 
house of God. 

2 Chron 5:2 Then Solomon assembled the elders of Israel and all the heads of the tribes, 
the leaders of the fathers' houses of the children of Israel, to Jerusalem in order 
to bring up the Ark of the Covenant of Jehovah from the city of David, which is 
Zion. 

2 Chron 5:13 And when the trumpeters and the singers were one to make themselves heard 
with one voice in praising and in giving thanks to Jehovah, and when they lifted 
up their voice with trumpets and with cymbals and with musical instruments in 
praise to Jehovah, saying, For He is good, for His lovingkindness is forever; 
then the house, the house of Jehovah, was filled with a cloud. 

2 Chron 5:14 And the priests were not able to stand and minister because of the cloud, for 
the glory of Jehovah filled the house of God. 
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Eph 3:21 To Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus unto all the generations 
forever and ever. Amen. 

Rev 21:10 And he carried me away in spirit onto a great and high mountain and showed 
me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 

Rev 21:11 Having the glory of God. Her light was like a most precious stone, like a jasper 
stone, as clear as crystal. 

2. In a vision of God, Ezekiel saw the glory of Jehovah return to the house of Jehovah 

and fill the house (Ezek. 43:1-5); the glory of Jehovah returned to the house because 

the building of the house was completed (vv. 2, 5); this indicates that in order for the 

God of glory to dwell in the church, the church must be built up to become the 

dwelling place of God (Eph. 2:21-22; 3:14-21). 
Ezek 43:1 Then He brought me to the gate, that is, the gate that faces toward the east. 
Ezek 43:2 And the glory of the God of Israel was there, coming from the way of the east, 

and His voice was like the sound of many waters, and the earth was illuminated 
with His glory. 

Ezek 43:3 And it was like the appearance of the vision which I saw, that is, like the vision 
that I had seen when I came to destroy the city; and the visions were like the 
vision that I had seen by the river Chebar. And I fell on my face. 

Ezek 43:4 And the glory of Jehovah came into the house through the gate which faced 
toward the east. 

Ezek 43:5 And the Spirit took me up and brought me into the inner court, and just then the 
glory of Jehovah filled the house. 

Eph 2:21 In whom all the building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in 
the Lord; 

Eph 2:22 In whom you also are being built together into a dwelling place of God in spirit. 
Eph 3:14 For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father, 
Eph 3:15 Of whom every family in the heavens and on earth is named, 
Eph 3:16 That He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be 

strengthened with power through His Spirit into the inner man, 
Eph 3:17 That Christ may make His home in your hearts through faith, that you, being 

rooted and grounded in love, 
Eph 3:18 May be full of strength to apprehend with all the saints what the breadth and 

length and height and depth are 
Eph 3:19 And to know the knowledge-surpassing love of Christ, that you may be filled 

unto all the fullness of God. 
Eph 3:20 But to Him who is able to do superabundantly above all that we ask or think, 

according to the power which operates in us, 
Eph 3:21 To Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus unto all the generations 

forever and ever. Amen. 

3. Ezekiel saw that the river of water of life flowing forth out of the house of God was 

toward the east, the direction of God’s glory (Ezek. 47:1; 43:2); if we do not care for 

the glory of God, the flow in us will be limited. 
Ezek 47:1 Then He brought me back to the entrance of the house, and there was water 

flowing out from under the threshold of the house to the east (for the house 
faced east); and the water flowed down below the south side of the house, on 
the south of the altar. 

Ezek 43:2 And the glory of the God of Israel was there, coming from the way of the east, 
and His voice was like the sound of many waters, and the earth was illuminated 
with His glory. 

4. In the church life the first consideration we should have is the Lord’s glory; the 

decisions in the church life must be made primarily according to the Lord’s glory—

Eph. 3:21; 4:20; 1 Pet. 4:10-11; Jude 24-25. 
Eph 3:21 To Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus unto all the generations 

forever and ever. Amen. 
Eph 4:20 But you did not so learn Christ, 
1 Pet 4:10 Each one, as he has received a gift, ministering it among yourselves as good 

stewards of the varied grace of God. 
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1 Pet 4:11 If anyone speaks, as speaking oracles of God; if anyone ministers, as 
ministering out of the strength which God supplies; that in all things God may 
be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom is the glory and the might forever 
and ever. Amen. 

Jude 24 But to Him who is able to guard you from stumbling and to set you before His 
glory without blemish in exultation, 

Jude 25 To the only God our Savior through Jesus Christ our Lord be glory, majesty, 
might, and authority before all time and now and unto all eternity. Amen. 

5. The glorification of God is the purpose of our service; the highest service that we can 

render to God is for us to glorify God by living the life of a God-man (Isa. 43:7; John 

7:16-18; 17:1-4; Rom. 9:21, 23; Phil. 1:19-21a; 1 Cor. 6:19-20; 10:31); this is so that 

we may express God in a corporate, built-up way and enter into the oneness in the 

divine glory (John 17:22-24). 
Isa 43:7 Everyone who is called by My name, / Whom I have created, formed, and even 

made for My glory. 
John 7:16 Jesus therefore answered them and said, My teaching is not Mine, but His who 

sent Me. 
John 7:17 If anyone resolves to do His will, he will know concerning the teaching, whether 

it is of God or whether I speak from Myself. 
John 7:18 He who speaks from himself seeks his own glory; but He who seeks the glory 

of Him who sent Him, this One is true, and unrighteousness is not in Him. 
John 17:1 These things Jesus spoke, and lifting up His eyes to heaven, He said, Father, 

the hour has come; glorify Your Son that the Son may glorify You; 
John 17:2 Even as You have given Him authority over all flesh to give eternal life to all 

whom You have given Him. 
John 17:3 And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Him 

whom You have sent, Jesus Christ. 
John 17:4 I have glorified You on earth, finishing the work which You have given Me to do. 
Rom 9:21 Or does not the potter have authority over the clay to make out of the same 

lump one vessel unto honor and another unto dishonor? 
Rom 9:23 In order that He might make known the riches of His glory upon vessels of 

mercy, which He had before prepared unto glory, 
Phil 1:19 For I know that for me this will turn out to salvation through your petition and 

the bountiful supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, 
Phil 1:20 According to my earnest expectation and hope that in nothing I will be put to 

shame, but with all boldness, as always, even now Christ will be magnified in 
my body, whether through life or through death. 

Phil 1:21a For to me, to live is Christ … 
1 Cor 6:19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, 

whom you have from God, and you are not your own? 
1 Cor 6:20 For you have been bought with a price. So then glorify God in your body. 
1 Cor 10:31 Therefore whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. 
John 17:22 And the glory which You have given Me I have given to them, that they may be 

one, even as We are one; 
John 17:23 I in them, and You in Me, that they may be perfected into one, that the world may 

know that You have sent Me and have loved them even as You have loved Me. 
John 17:24 Father, concerning that which You have given Me, I desire that they also may 

be with Me where I am, that they may behold My glory, which You have given 
Me, for You loved Me before the foundation of the world. 

I. Jehovah’s making Zerubbabel as a signet ring (Hag. 2:23) indicates that Jehovah regarded 

him as His representative and that He loved him and trusted him; in this matter Zerubbabel 

is a type of Christ, and He is the One whom God loves and trusts (Matt. 3:17; 17:5; John 

3:35; 17:2); as such a person, Christ is qualified to take care of the building of God’s house, 

the church (Matt. 16:18). 
Hag 2:23 In that day, declares Jehovah of hosts, I will take you, O Zerubbabel, son of Shealtiel, 

My servant, declares Jehovah, and make you as a signet; for I have chosen you, 
declares Jehovah of hosts. 
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Matt 3:17 And behold, a voice out of the heavens, saying, This is My Son, the Beloved, in 
whom I have found My delight. 

Matt 17:5 While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and behold, 
a voice out of the cloud, saying, This is My Son, the Beloved, in whom I have found 
My delight. Hear Him! 

John 3:35 The Father loves the Son and has given all into His hand. 
John 17:2 Even as You have given Him authority over all flesh to give eternal life to all whom 

You have given Him. 
Matt 16:18 And I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church, 

and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. 
 

III. The book of Zechariah reveals that the seven lamps of the lampstand (4:2; 

Rev. 4:5) are the seven Spirits of God, the sevenfold intensified Spirit (1:4), as 

the seven eyes of Jehovah (Zech. 4:10), the seven eyes of the redeeming Lamb 

(Rev. 5:6), and the seven eyes of the building stone (Zech. 3:9) for the full 

expression of the Triune God and the rebuilding of the house of God: 
Zech 4:2 And he said to me, What do you see? And I said, I see that there is a lampstand all of gold, 

with its bowl on top of it and its seven lamps upon it, with seven pipes for each of the lamps 
on top of it; 

Rev 4:5 And out of the throne come forth lightnings and voices and thunders. And there were seven 
lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God; 

Rev 1:4 John to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from Him who is 
and who was and who is coming, and from the seven Spirits who are before His throne, 

Zech 4:10 For who has despised the day of small things? For these seven rejoice when they see the 
plummet in the hand of Zerubbabel; they are the eyes of Jehovah running to and fro on the 
whole earth. 

Rev 5:6 And I saw in the midst of the throne and of the four living creatures and in the midst of the 
elders a Lamb standing as having just been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, 
which are the seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth. 

Zech 3:9 For here is the stone that I have set before Joshua-upon one stone are seven eyes. I will 
engrave its engraving, declares Jehovah of hosts, and I will remove the iniquity of that land 
in one day. 

A. The stone set before Joshua in Zechariah 3:9 typifies Christ as the stone for God’s building 

(Psa. 118:22; Matt. 21:42); Jehovah’s engraving of the stone indicates that when Christ was 

dying on the cross, He was engraved, cut, by God; Jehovah’s removing the iniquity of the 

land in one day indicates that the Christ on whom God has worked will remove the sin of 

the land of Israel in one day, the day of His crucifixion; through His death on the cross, 

Christ, the Lamb of God, took away the sin of the world (1 Pet. 2:24; John 1:29): 
Zech 3:9 For here is the stone that I have set before Joshua-upon one stone are seven eyes. I 

will engrave its engraving, declares Jehovah of hosts, and I will remove the iniquity of 
that land in one day. 

Psa 118:22 The stone which the builders rejected / Has become the head of the corner. 
Matt 21:42 Jesus said to them, Have you never read in the Scriptures, "The stone which the 

builders rejected, this has become the head of the corner. This was from the Lord, 
and it is marvelous in our eyes"? 

1 Pet 2:24 Who Himself bore up our sins in His body on the tree, in order that we, having died to 
sins, might live to righteousness; by whose bruise you were healed. 

John 1:29 The next day he saw Jesus coming to him and said, Behold, the Lamb of God, who 
takes away the sin of the world! 

1. The stone, Jehovah, and the Lamb are one; Christ is the redeeming Lamb and the 

building stone, and He is also Jehovah; Christ is the Lamb-stone—the Lamb for 

redemption and the stone for building—Rev. 5:6; Zech. 3:9. 
Rev 5:6 And I saw in the midst of the throne and of the four living creatures and in the 

midst of the elders a Lamb standing as having just been slain, having seven 
horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the 
earth. 



 

49  

Zech 3:9 For here is the stone that I have set before Joshua-upon one stone are seven 
eyes. I will engrave its engraving, declares Jehovah of hosts, and I will remove 
the iniquity of that land in one day. 

2. In God’s building Christ is the foundation stone to uphold the building, the 

cornerstone to join together the Gentile and Jewish members of His Body, and the 

topstone of grace to consummate everything in God’s building—Isa. 28:16; 1 Cor. 

3:11; Eph. 2:20; 1 Pet. 2:6; Zech. 4:7. 
Isa 28:16 Therefore thus says / The Lord Jehovah: / Indeed I lay a stone in Zion as a 

foundation, / A tested stone, / A precious cornerstone as a foundation firmly 
established; / He who believes will not hasten away. 

1 Cor 3:11 For another foundation no one is able to lay besides that which is laid, which is 
Jesus Christ. 

Eph 2:20 Being built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus 
Himself being the cornerstone; 

1 Pet 2:6 For it is contained in Scripture: "Behold, I lay in Zion a cornerstone, chosen and 
precious; and he who believes on Him shall by no means be put to shame." 

Zech 4:7 Who are you, O great mountain? Before Zerubbabel you will become a plain, 
and he will bring forth the topstone with shouts of Grace, grace to it. 

3. The fact that Christ, the Lamb of God, is the building stone with seven eyes reveals 

that the seven eyes of Christ are for God’s building—John 1:29; Zech. 3:9; Rev. 5:6. 
John 1:29 The next day he saw Jesus coming to him and said, Behold, the Lamb of God, 

who takes away the sin of the world! 
Zech 3:9 For here is the stone that I have set before Joshua-upon one stone are seven 

eyes. I will engrave its engraving, declares Jehovah of hosts, and I will remove 
the iniquity of that land in one day. 

Rev 5:6 And I saw in the midst of the throne and of the four living creatures and in the midst 
of the elders a Lamb standing as having just been slain, having seven horns 
and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth. 

4. Christ is the building stone with seven eyes, the seven Spirits, to transfuse Himself 

into us in order to transform us into precious materials for God’s building; as the Lord 

looks at us, His seven eyes transfuse Himself into us—Zech. 3:9; 1 Cor. 3:12a; Rev. 

3:1; 5:6. 
Zech 3:9 For here is the stone that I have set before Joshua-upon one stone are seven 

eyes. I will engrave its engraving, declares Jehovah of hosts, and I will remove 
the iniquity of that land in one day. 

1 Cor 3:12a But if anyone builds upon the foundation gold, silver, precious stones, … 
Rev 3:1 And to the messenger of the church in Sardis write: These things says He who 

has the seven Spirits of God and the seven stars: I know your works, that you 
have a name that you are living, and yet you are dead. 

Rev 5:6 And I saw in the midst of the throne and of the four living creatures and in the midst 
of the elders a Lamb standing as having just been slain, having seven horns 
and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth. 

B. For the completion of God’s building, the sevenfold intensified Spirit is the eyes of Christ 

as the redeeming Lamb and the building stone to observe and search us and to infuse and 

transfuse us with Christ’s essence, riches, and burden for God’s building—Zech. 3:9; 4:7; 

Rev. 1:14; 5:6: 
Zech 3:9 For here is the stone that I have set before Joshua-upon one stone are seven eyes. I 

will engrave its engraving, declares Jehovah of hosts, and I will remove the iniquity of 
that land in one day. 

Zech 4:7 Who are you, O great mountain? Before Zerubbabel you will become a plain, and he 
will bring forth the topstone with shouts of Grace, grace to it. 

Rev 1:14 And His head and hair were as white as white wool, as snow; and His eyes were like 
a flame of fire; 

Rev 5:6 And I saw in the midst of the throne and of the four living creatures and in the midst of 
the elders a Lamb standing as having just been slain, having seven horns and seven 
eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth. 



 

50  

1. The seven eyes of the Lamb infuse us with Christ as the judicial Redeemer, and the 

seven eyes of the stone infuse us with Christ as the organic Savior for God’s 

economical move on earth through His judicial redemption and by His organic 

salvation for the goal of His building—John 1:29; Acts 4:11-12; Rom. 5:10. 
John 1:29 The next day he saw Jesus coming to him and said, Behold, the Lamb of God, 

who takes away the sin of the world! 
Acts 4:11 This is the stone which was considered as nothing by you, the builders, which 

has become the head of the corner. 
Acts 4:12 And there is salvation in no other, for neither is there another name under 

heaven given among men in which we must be saved. 
Rom 5:10 For if we, being enemies, were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, 

much more we will be saved in His life, having been reconciled, 

2. Within us we have two lamps—the sevenfold intensified Spirit of God within our 

spirit (Prov. 20:27; Rev. 4:5; 1 Cor. 6:17); in order to be transformed, we must fully 

open to the Lord in prayer to allow the lamp of the Lord with the seven lamps of fire 

to search all the chambers of our soul, shining on and enlightening our inward parts to 

supply them with life. 
Prov 20:27 The spirit of man is the lamp of Jehovah, / Searching all the innermost parts of 

the inner being. 
Rev 4:5 And out of the throne come forth lightnings and voices and thunders. And there 

were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits 
of God; 

1 Cor 6:17 But he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit. 

3. The one who experiences the greatest amount of transformation is the one who is fully 

open to the Lord; by the operation of the sevenfold intensified Spirit within Christ’s 

seeking believers, they are intensified to become the overcomers to build up the Body 

of Christ, which consummates the New Jerusalem. 

C. In His resurrection Christ, as the last Adam, became the life-giving Spirit (15:45b; John 

6:63a; 2 Cor. 3:6b), who is also the sevenfold intensified Spirit; this Spirit is the Spirit of 

life (Rom. 8:2); hence, the function of the seven Spirits is to impart the divine life into 

God’s people for the building up of God’s eternal habitation, the New Jerusalem. 
1 Cor 15:45b … the last Adam became a life-giving Spirit. 
John 6:63a It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; … 
2 Cor 3:6b … for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. 
Rom 8:2 For the law of the Spirit of life has freed me in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and of 

death. 

D. The sevenfold intensified Spirit is the seven lamps of fire to burn, enlighten, expose, search, 

judge, purify, and refine us to produce the golden lampstands for the fulfillment of God’s 

New Testament economy—Rev. 4:5; 1:2, 4, 9-12, 20. 
Rev 4:5 And out of the throne come forth lightnings and voices and thunders. And there were 

seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God; 
Rev 1:2 Who testified the word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ, even all that he 

saw. 
Rev 1:4 John to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from Him who 

is and who was and who is coming, and from the seven Spirits who are before His 
throne, 

Rev 1:9 I John, your brother and fellow partaker in the tribulation and kingdom and endurance 
in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos because of the word of God and the 
testimony of Jesus. 

Rev 1:10 I was in spirit on the Lord's Day and heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet, 
Rev 1:11 Saying, What you see write in a scroll and send it to the seven churches: to Ephesus 

and to Smyrna and to Pergamos and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to Philadelphia 
and to Laodicea. 

Rev 1:12 And I turned to see the voice that spoke with me; and when I turned, I saw seven 
golden lampstands, 
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Rev 1:20 The mystery of the seven stars which you saw upon My right hand and the seven 
golden lampstands: The seven stars are the messengers of the seven churches, and 
the seven lampstands are the seven churches. 

E. The two olive trees on the two sides of the lampstand signify Joshua the high priest and 

Zerubbabel the governor at the time, who were the two sons of oil, filled with the Spirit of 

Jehovah for the rebuilding of God’s temple—Zech. 4:1-6, 11-14: 
Zech 4:1 Then the angel who spoke with me returned and roused me as a man is roused from 

his sleep. 
Zech 4:2 And he said to me, What do you see? And I said, I see that there is a lampstand all of 

gold, with its bowl on top of it and its seven lamps upon it, with seven pipes for each 
of the lamps on top of it; 

Zech 4:3 And there are two olive trees beside it, one to the right of the bowl and one to the left. 
Zech 4:4 And I answered and spoke to the angel who spoke with me, saying, What are these, 

sir? 
Zech 4:5 And the angel who spoke with me answered and said to me, Do you not know what 

these are? And I said, No, sir. 
Zech 4:6 And he answered and spoke to me, saying, This is the word of Jehovah to 

Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit, says Jehovah of 
hosts. 

Zech 4:11 Then I answered and said to him, What are these two olive trees on the right of the 
lampstand and on its left? 

Zech 4:12 And I answered a second time and said to him, What are the two olive branches that 
are by the side of the two golden spouts, which empty the gold from themselves? 

Zech 4:13 And he spoke to me, saying, Do you not know what these are? And I said, No, sir. 
Zech 4:14 And he said, These are the two sons of oil, who stand by the Lord of the whole earth. 

1. The two sons of oil also typify the two witnesses, Moses and Elijah, in the last three 

and a half years of the present age, who will be witnesses of God in the great 

tribulation for the strengthening of God’s peoples—the Israelites and the believers in 

Christ—Rev. 11:3-12; 12:17. 
Rev 11:3 And I will cause My two witnesses to prophesy a thousand two hundred and 

sixty days, clothed in sackcloth. 
Rev 11:4 These are the two olive trees and the two lampstands which stand before the 

Lord of the earth. 
Rev 11:5 And if anyone desires to harm them, fire proceeds out of their mouth and 

devours their enemies. And if anyone desires to harm them, thus must he be 
killed. 

Rev 11:6 These have the authority to shut heaven that no rain may fall during the days of 
their prophecy; and they have authority over the waters to turn them into blood 
and to smite the earth with every plague as often as they desire. 

Rev 11:7 And when they have completed their testimony, the beast who comes up out of 
the abyss will make war with them and will overcome them and kill them. 

Rev 11:8 And their corpses will be on the street of the great city, which spiritually is 
called Sodom and Egypt, where also their Lord was crucified. 

Rev 11:9 And those of the peoples and tribes and tongues and nations see their corpses 
for three and a half days, and they will not allow their corpses to be placed in a 
tomb. 

Rev 11:10 And those who dwell on the earth rejoice over them and make merry; and they 
will send gifts to one another because these two prophets tormented those who 
dwell on the earth. 

Rev 11:11 And after the three and a half days, the breath of life out of God entered into 
them, and they stood on their feet; and great fear fell upon those beholding 
them. 

Rev 11:12 And they heard a loud voice out of heaven saying to them, Come up here. And 
they went up into heaven in the cloud, and their enemies beheld them. 

Rev 12:17 And the dragon became angry with the woman and went away to make war 
with the rest of her seed, who keep the commandments of God and have the 
testimony of Jesus. 
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2. In principle, all the believers in Christ should be sons of fresh oil, those who are filled 

with the fresh, present, and consummated Spirit as the oil of gladness, to flow out the 

Spirit into the lampstand for its shining testimony, the testimony of Jesus—1:12, 20; 

Psa. 45:7; 46:4; 92:10; John 7:38: 
Rev 1:12 And I turned to see the voice that spoke with me; and when I turned, I saw 

seven golden lampstands, 
Rev 1:20 The mystery of the seven stars which you saw upon My right hand and the 

seven golden lampstands: The seven stars are the messengers of the seven 
churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches. 

Psa 45:7 You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; / Therefore God, Your 
God, has anointed You / With the oil of gladness above Your companions. 

Psa 46:4 There is a river whose streams gladden the city of God, / The holy place of the 
tabernacles of the Most High. 

Psa 92:10 But You have exalted my horn like that of a wild ox; / I am anointed with fresh 
oil. 

John 7:38 He who believes into Me, as the Scripture said, out of his innermost being shall 
flow rivers of living water. 

a. The church as the lampstand is the solid embodiment of the Triune God with the 

sevenfold intensified Spirit as the oil of God in His divine nature. 

b. The oil itself is gold (Zech. 4:12), which means that the gold flows as oil; when 

more oil is added into the lampstand, that means more gold is added. 
Zech 4:12 And I answered a second time and said to him, What are the two olive 

branches that are by the side of the two golden spouts, which empty the 
gold from themselves? 

c. Day by day we need to pay the price to gain more gold, more of God in His 

divine nature, so that we can become a pure golden lampstand for the building 

of the golden New Jerusalem—2 Pet. 1:4; Rev. 3:18; 1:20; 21:18; Matt. 25:8-9. 
2 Pet 1:4 Through which He has granted to us precious and exceedingly great 

promises that through these you might become partakers of the divine 
nature, having escaped the corruption which is in the world by lust. 

Rev 3:18 I counsel you to buy from Me gold refined by fire that you may be rich, 
and white garments that you may be clothed and that the shame of your 
nakedness may not be manifested, and eyesalve to anoint your eyes that 
you may see. 

Rev 1:20 The mystery of the seven stars which you saw upon My right hand and 
the seven golden lampstands: The seven stars are the messengers of 
the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches. 

Rev 21:18 And the building work of its wall was jasper; and the city was pure gold, 
like clear glass. 

Matt 25:8 And the foolish said to the prudent, Give us some of your oil, for our 
lamps are going out. 

Matt 25:9 But the prudent answered, saying, Perhaps there will not be enough for 
us and for you; go rather to those who sell, and buy for yourselves. 

d. As we apply this matter to our experience today, we see that the Spirit who 

flows out of us is God, and God is gold; thus, when we minister Christ to others, 

supplying them with oil, we are actually supplying them with God; God is 

flowing out from us into them—Zech. 4:12-14; John 7:37-39; 2 Cor. 3:3, 6, 8. 
Zech 4:12 And I answered a second time and said to him, What are the two olive 

branches that are by the side of the two golden spouts, which empty the 
gold from themselves? 

Zech 4:13 And he spoke to me, saying, Do you not know what these are? And I 
said, No, sir. 

Zech 4:14 And he said, These are the two sons of oil, who stand by the Lord of the 
whole earth. 

John 7:37 Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried 
out, saying, If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. 
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John 7:38 He who believes into Me, as the Scripture said, out of his innermost 
being shall flow rivers of living water. 

John 7:39 But this He said concerning the Spirit, whom those who believed into 
Him were about to receive; for the Spirit was not yet, because Jesus had 
not yet been glorified. 

2 Cor 3:3 Since you are being manifested that you are a letter of Christ ministered 
by us, inscribed not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God; not in 
tablets of stone but in tablets of hearts of flesh. 

2 Cor 3:6 Who has also made us sufficient as ministers of a new covenant, 
ministers not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit 
gives life. 

2 Cor 3:8 How shall the ministry of the Spirit not be more in glory? 

e. We all should be olive trees, emptying God from ourselves into others; in this 

way oil will be provided to the needy by those who are olive trees out of which 

God is flowing—Rom. 11:17; Luke 10:34; cf. John 7:37-39. 
Rom 11:17 But if some of the branches were broken off, and you, being a wild olive 

tree, were grafted in among them and became a fellow partaker of the 
root of fatness of the olive tree, 

Luke 10:34 And he came to him and bound up his wounds and poured oil and wine 
on them. And placing him on his own beast, he brought him to an inn and 
took care of him. 

John 7:37 Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried 
out, saying, If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. 

John 7:38 He who believes into Me, as the Scripture said, out of his innermost 
being shall flow rivers of living water. 

John 7:39 But this He said concerning the Spirit, whom those who believed into 
Him were about to receive; for the Spirit was not yet, because Jesus had 
not yet been glorified. 

  




