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Message Eight 

Building the Wall of the City 

for the Protection of the Church as the House of God 
MC Hymns: 840 

Scripture Reading: Neh. 1:3; 2:9-20 
Neh 1:3 And they said to me, The remnant who are left from the captivity there in the province are in an 

exceedingly bad state and reproach, and the wall of Jerusalem is broken down and its gates have 
been burned with fire. 

Neh 2:9 So I went to the governors beyond the River and gave them the king's letters. And the king had 
sent with me captains of the army and horsemen. 

Neh 2:10 And when Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite servant heard of this, it displeased 
them greatly that a man had come seeking the good of the children of Israel. 

Neh 2:11 Thus I came to Jerusalem and was there three days. 
Neh 2:12 And I arose at night, I and some few men with me. And I told no man what my God had put into 

my heart to do for Jerusalem. And there was no animal with me except the animal I rode on. 
Neh 2:13 And I went out at night by the Valley Gate, toward the Jackals' Spring and the Dung Gate, and 

inspected the walls of Jerusalem, which had been broken down and whose gates had been 
consumed with fire. 

Neh 2:14 Then I passed on to the Fountain Gate and to the King's Pool, but there was no place for the 
animal under me to pass through. 

Neh 2:15 And I went up at night by the brook and inspected the wall, and turned back and went in by the 
Valley Gate and so returned. 

Neh 2:16 And the rulers did not know where I had gone or what I had been doing; and I had not as yet told 
it to the Jews and the priests and the nobles and the rulers and the rest who were to do the work. 

Neh 2:17 Then I said to them, You see the bad state we are in, that Jerusalem lies in waste and its gates 
are burned with fire. Come and let us build up the wall of Jerusalem so that we will no longer be a 
reproach. 

Neh 2:18 And I told them about the hand of my God, which was good upon me, and also about the king's 
words, which he had spoken to me. And they said, Let us rise up and build; and they 
strengthened their hands for the good work. 

Neh 2:19 But when Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite servant and Geshem the Arabian 
heard of it, they mocked us and despised us; and they said, What is this thing that you will do? 
Will you rebel against the king? 

Neh 2:20 And I answered them and said to them, The God of heaven Himself will make us prosper; therefore 
we His servants will rise up and build. But you have no portion nor right nor memorial in Jerusalem. 

 

I. The book of Ezra is a history of the return of Israel’s captivity and the 

rebuilding of the temple; the book of Nehemiah is a history of the rebuilding of 

the wall of the city of Jerusalem—Neh. 2:17-20: 
Neh 2:17 Then I said to them, You see the bad state we are in, that Jerusalem lies in waste and its 

gates are burned with fire. Come and let us build up the wall of Jerusalem so that we will no 
longer be a reproach. 

Neh 2:18 And I told them about the hand of my God, which was good upon me, and also about the 
king's words, which he had spoken to me. And they said, Let us rise up and build; and they 
strengthened their hands for the good work. 

Neh 2:19 But when Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite servant and Geshem the 
Arabian heard of it, they mocked us and despised us; and they said, What is this thing that 
you will do? Will you rebel against the king? 

Neh 2:20 And I answered them and said to them, The God of heaven Himself will make us prosper; 
therefore we His servants will rise up and build. But you have no portion nor right nor 
memorial in Jerusalem. 

A. The city of Jerusalem was a safeguard and protection for the house of God, which was in 

the city—v. 13: 
Neh 2:13 And I went out at night by the Valley Gate, toward the Jackals' Spring and the Dung 

Gate, and inspected the walls of Jerusalem, which had been broken down and whose 
gates had been consumed with fire. 
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1. This signifies that the house of God as His dwelling and home on the earth needs His 

kingdom to be established as a realm to safeguard His interests on the earth for His 

administration that He may carry out His economy—v. 15. 
Neh 2:15 And I went up at night by the brook and inspected the wall, and turned back 

and went in by the Valley Gate and so returned. 

2. The rebuilding of the house of God typifies God’s recovery of the degraded church, 

and the rebuilding of the wall of the city of Jerusalem typifies God’s recovery of His 

kingdom—vv. 17-20. 
Neh 2:17 Then I said to them, You see the bad state we are in, that Jerusalem lies in 

waste and its gates are burned with fire. Come and let us build up the wall of 
Jerusalem so that we will no longer be a reproach. 

Neh 2:18 And I told them about the hand of my God, which was good upon me, and also 
about the king's words, which he had spoken to me. And they said, Let us rise 
up and build; and they strengthened their hands for the good work. 

Neh 2:19 But when Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite servant and 
Geshem the Arabian heard of it, they mocked us and despised us; and they 
said, What is this thing that you will do? Will you rebel against the king? 

Neh 2:20 And I answered them and said to them, The God of heaven Himself will make 
us prosper; therefore we His servants will rise up and build. But you have no 
portion nor right nor memorial in Jerusalem. 

B. God’s building of His house and His building of the kingdom go together—Matt. 16:18-

19. 
Matt 16:18 And I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church, 

and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. 
Matt 16:19 I will give to you the keys of the kingdom of the heavens, and whatever you bind on 

the earth shall have been bound in the heavens, and whatever you loose on the earth 
shall have been loosed in the heavens. 

 

II. The first section of the book of Nehemiah, chapters 1 through 7, is on the 

rebuilding of the wall of the city of Jerusalem under Nehemiah: 
Neh 1~7 be omitted. 

A. Nehemiah received the report that the wall of Jerusalem was broken down and the gates had 

been burned with fire—1:3b. 
Neh 1:3b … and the wall of Jerusalem is broken down and its gates have been burned with 

fire. 

B. Nehemiah 2:9-16 speaks of Nehemiah’s journey to Jerusalem and his personal observation 

of the condition of the wall of the city of Jerusalem. 
Neh 2:9 So I went to the governors beyond the River and gave them the king's letters. And 

the king had sent with me captains of the army and horsemen. 
Neh 2:10 And when Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite servant heard of this, it 

displeased them greatly that a man had come seeking the good of the children of 
Israel. 

Neh 2:11 Thus I came to Jerusalem and was there three days. 
Neh 2:12 And I arose at night, I and some few men with me. And I told no man what my God 

had put into my heart to do for Jerusalem. And there was no animal with me except 
the animal I rode on. 

Neh 2:13 And I went out at night by the Valley Gate, toward the Jackals' Spring and the Dung 
Gate, and inspected the walls of Jerusalem, which had been broken down and whose 
gates had been consumed with fire. 

Neh 2:14 Then I passed on to the Fountain Gate and to the King's Pool, but there was no place 
for the animal under me to pass through. 

Neh 2:15 And I went up at night by the brook and inspected the wall, and turned back and went 
in by the Valley Gate and so returned. 

Neh 2:16 And the rulers did not know where I had gone or what I had been doing; and I had not 
as yet told it to the Jews and the priests and the nobles and the rulers and the rest 
who were to do the work. 
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C. Nehemiah 2:17-20 is a word concerning the rebuilding of the wall of Jerusalem: 
Neh 2:17 Then I said to them, You see the bad state we are in, that Jerusalem lies in waste 

and its gates are burned with fire. Come and let us build up the wall of Jerusalem so 
that we will no longer be a reproach. 

Neh 2:18 And I told them about the hand of my God, which was good upon me, and also about 
the king's words, which he had spoken to me. And they said, Let us rise up and build; 
and they strengthened their hands for the good work. 

Neh 2:19 But when Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite servant and Geshem the 
Arabian heard of it, they mocked us and despised us; and they said, What is this 
thing that you will do? Will you rebel against the king? 

Neh 2:20 And I answered them and said to them, The God of heaven Himself will make us 
prosper; therefore we His servants will rise up and build. But you have no portion nor 
right nor memorial in Jerusalem. 

1. The temple is the place of the Lord’s presence, where we meet and serve the Lord, but 

it needs protection. 

2. The wall of the city is the defense to the temple; without the wall of the city, there is 

no protection. 

3. The wall of the city is not only for protection but also for separation. 

4. The book of Nehemiah tells us that we all must build up our part of the wall; everyone 

should build up his own part—4:6, 19. 
Neh 4:6 So we built the wall; and all the wall was joined together to half its height, for 

the people had a heart to work. 
Neh 4:19 And I said to the nobles, the rulers, and the rest of the people, The work is 

great and large, and we are separated on the wall, each far from the other. 

D. We need to intrinsically follow Nehemiah’s pattern to “build up the wall,” to build up the 

church as the kingdom of God, for the protection of the church as the house of God, His 

dwelling place—2:4, 10, 17-20; Eph. 2:21-22. 
Neh 2:4 And the king said to me, What do you request? So I prayed to the God of heaven. 
Neh 2:10 And when Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite servant heard of this, it 

displeased them greatly that a man had come seeking the good of the children of 
Israel. 

Neh 2:17 Then I said to them, You see the bad state we are in, that Jerusalem lies in waste 
and its gates are burned with fire. Come and let us build up the wall of Jerusalem so 
that we will no longer be a reproach. 

Neh 2:18 And I told them about the hand of my God, which was good upon me, and also about 
the king's words, which he had spoken to me. And they said, Let us rise up and build; 
and they strengthened their hands for the good work. 

Neh 2:19 But when Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite servant and Geshem the 
Arabian heard of it, they mocked us and despised us; and they said, What is this 
thing that you will do? Will you rebel against the king? 

Neh 2:20 And I answered them and said to them, The God of heaven Himself will make us 
prosper; therefore we His servants will rise up and build. But you have no portion nor 
right nor memorial in Jerusalem. 

Eph 2:21 In whom all the building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in the 
Lord; 

Eph 2:22 In whom you also are being built together into a dwelling place of God in spirit. 
 

III. The purpose of the building of the wall is to bring us all into the proper order 

in life under the headship of Christ—1:22-23; Col. 1:18; 2:19: 
Eph 1:22 And He subjected all things under His feet and gave Him to be Head over all things to the 

church, 
Eph 1:23 Which is His Body, the fullness of the One who fills all in all. 
Col 1:18 And He is the Head of the Body, the church; He is the beginning, the Firstborn from the 

dead, that He Himself might have the first place in all things; 
Col 2:19 And not holding the Head, out from whom all the Body, being richly supplied and knit 

together by means of the joints and sinews, grows with the growth of God. 
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A. Christ is both the Head of the Body, the church, corporately and of all the believers 

individually; He is the Head of every one of us directly—1:18; 1 Cor. 11:3. 
Col 1:18 And He is the Head of the Body, the church; He is the beginning, the Firstborn from 

the dead, that He Himself might have the first place in all things; 
1 Cor 11:3 But I want you to know that Christ is the head of every man, and the man is the head 

of the woman, and God is the head of Christ. 

B. The church life is a life of being headed up under the unique headship of Christ—Eph. 1:10, 

22-23; 4:15-16; Col. 2:19. 
Eph 1:10 Unto the economy of the fullness of the times, to head up all things in Christ, the 

things in the heavens and the things on the earth, in Him; 
Eph 1:22 And He subjected all things under His feet and gave Him to be Head over all things to 

the church, 
Eph 1:23 Which is His Body, the fullness of the One who fills all in all. 
Eph 4:15 But holding to truth in love, we may grow up into Him in all things, who is the Head, 

Christ, 
Eph 4:16 Out from whom all the Body, being joined together and being knit together through 

every joint of the rich supply and through the operation in the measure of each one 
part, causes the growth of the Body unto the building up of itself in love. 

Col 2:19 And not holding the Head, out from whom all the Body, being richly supplied and knit 
together by means of the joints and sinews, grows with the growth of God. 

C. If we honor the unique headship of Christ, then in the Lord’s recovery the church will be 

not only the house but also the city—Heb. 11:10; Ezra 1:2-3; Neh. 1:9; 2:5, 17; 1 Tim. 

3:15; Rev. 21:2, 10-11: 
Heb 11:10 For he eagerly waited for the city which has the foundations, whose Architect and 

Builder is God. 
Ezra 1:2 Thus says Cyrus the king of Persia, All the kingdoms of the earth has Jehovah the 

God of heaven given to me; and He has charged me to build Him a house in 
Jerusalem, which is in Judah. 

Ezra 1:3 Whoever there is among you of all His people, may his God be with him; and let him 
go up to Jerusalem, which is in Judah, and let him build the house of Jehovah the 
God of Israel-He is God-who is in Jerusalem. 

Neh 1:9 But if you return to Me and keep My commandments and perform them, though your 
outcasts are under the ends of heaven, from there I will gather them and bring them 
to the place where I have chosen to cause My name to dwell. 

Neh 2:5 And I said to the king, If it please the king and if your servant has found favor before 
you, that you would send me to Judah to the city of my fathers' graves that I may 
rebuild it. 

Neh 2:17 Then I said to them, You see the bad state we are in, that Jerusalem lies in waste 
and its gates are burned with fire. Come and let us build up the wall of Jerusalem so 
that we will no longer be a reproach. 

1 Tim 3:15 But if I delay, I write that you may know how one ought to conduct himself in the 
house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and base of the truth. 

Rev 21:2 And I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 

Rev 21:10 And he carried me away in spirit onto a great and high mountain and showed me the 
holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 

Rev 21:11 Having the glory of God. Her light was like a most precious stone, like a jasper stone, 
as clear as crystal. 

1. The church as the house is mainly with Christ as life, and the church as the city is 

mainly with Christ as the Head—1 Tim. 3:15; Matt. 5:14; Col. 3:4; 1:18: 
1 Tim 3:15 But if I delay, I write that you may know how one ought to conduct himself in 

the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and base of 
the truth. 

Matt 5:14 You are the light of the world. It is impossible for a city situated upon a 
mountain to be hidden. 

Col 3:4 When Christ our life is manifested, then you also will be manifested with Him in 
glory. 
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Col 1:18 And He is the Head of the Body, the church; He is the beginning, the Firstborn 
from the dead, that He Himself might have the first place in all things; 

a. When we experience and enjoy Christ as life, we have the church as the house; 

when we realize the unique headship of Christ, the church will be enlarged as 

the city, which signifies the kingdom of God—Matt. 16:18-19. 
Matt 16:18 And I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build 

My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. 
Matt 16:19 I will give to you the keys of the kingdom of the heavens, and whatever 

you bind on the earth shall have been bound in the heavens, and 
whatever you loose on the earth shall have been loosed in the heavens. 

b. The church as the city is built not only with Christ as life but also with the 

headship of Christ; thus, Christ must be not only our life but also our Head—

Col. 3:4; 1:18; 2:19. 
Col 3:4 When Christ our life is manifested, then you also will be manifested with 

Him in glory. 
Col 1:18 And He is the Head of the Body, the church; He is the beginning, the 

Firstborn from the dead, that He Himself might have the first place in all 
things; 

Col 2:19 And not holding the Head, out from whom all the Body, being richly 
supplied and knit together by means of the joints and sinews, grows with 
the growth of God. 

2. If we honor the unique headship of Christ, the church will be enlarged from the house 

to the city for the King and His kingdom—Psa. 48:1-2; 1 Cor. 1:2; 12:12-13, 27; Eph. 

1:22-23; 4:15-16; Rev. 21:2, 10-11, 14; 11:15. 
Psa 48:1 Great is Jehovah, / And much to be praised / In the city of our God, / In His holy 

mountain. 
Psa 48:2 Beautiful in elevation, / The joy of the whole earth, / Is Mount Zion, the sides of 

the north, / The city of the great King. 
1 Cor 1:2 To the church of God which is in Corinth, to those who have been sanctified in 

Christ Jesus, the called saints, with all those who call upon the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ in every place, who is theirs and ours: 

1 Cor 12:12 For even as the body is one and has many members, yet all the members of 
the body, being many, are one body, so also is the Christ. 

1 Cor 12:13 For also in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or 
Greeks, whether slaves or free, and were all given to drink one Spirit. 

1 Cor 12:27 Now you are the body of Christ, and members individually. 
Eph 1:22 And He subjected all things under His feet and gave Him to be Head over all 

things to the church, 
Eph 1:23 Which is His Body, the fullness of the One who fills all in all. 
Eph 4:15 But holding to truth in love, we may grow up into Him in all things, who is the 

Head, Christ, 
Eph 4:16 Out from whom all the Body, being joined together and being knit together 

through every joint of the rich supply and through the operation in the measure 
of each one part, causes the growth of the Body unto the building up of itself in 
love. 

Rev 21:2 And I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 

Rev 21:10 And he carried me away in spirit onto a great and high mountain and showed 
me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 

Rev 21:11 Having the glory of God. Her light was like a most precious stone, like a jasper 
stone, as clear as crystal. 

Rev 21:14 And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them the twelve names 
of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. 

Rev 11:15 And the seventh angel trumpeted; and there were loud voices in heaven, 
saying, The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of 
His Christ, and He will reign forever and ever. 
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IV. We need to build the wall to protect the church from differing teachings, 

which are contrary to the teaching of the apostles—Acts 2:42; 1 Tim. 1:3-4: 
Acts 2:42 And they continued steadfastly in the teaching and the fellowship of the apostles, in the 

breaking of bread and the prayers. 
1 Tim 1:3 Even as I exhorted you, when I was going into Macedonia, to remain in Ephesus in order 

that you might charge certain ones not to teach different things 
1 Tim 1:4 Nor to give heed to myths and unending genealogies, which produce questionings rather 

than God's economy, which is in faith. 

A. Differing teachings refer to teachings that are not in line with the economy of God—6:3. 
1 Tim 6:3 If anyone teaches different things and does not consent to healthy words, those of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, and the teaching which is according to godliness, 

B. The differing teachings in 1:3-4, 6-7; 6:3-5, 20-21 and the heresies in 4:1-3 are the seed, the 

source, of the church’s decline, degradation, and deterioration. 
1 Tim 1:3 Even as I exhorted you, when I was going into Macedonia, to remain in Ephesus in 

order that you might charge certain ones not to teach different things 
1 Tim 1:4 Nor to give heed to myths and unending genealogies, which produce questionings 

rather than God's economy, which is in faith. 
1 Tim 1:6 From which things some, having misaimed, have turned aside to vain talking, 
1 Tim 1:7 Desiring to be teachers of the law, though they understand neither the things that 

they say, nor concerning what they confidently affirm. 
1 Tim 6:3 If anyone teaches different things and does not consent to healthy words, those of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, and the teaching which is according to godliness, 
1 Tim 6:4 He is blinded with pride, understanding nothing, but is diseased with questionings 

and contentions of words, out of which come envy, strife, slanders, evil suspicions, 
1 Tim 6:5 Perpetual wranglings of men corrupted in mind and deprived of the truth, supposing 

godliness to be a means of gain. 
1 Tim 6:20 O Timothy, guard the deposit, turning away from profane, vain babblings and 

oppositions from what is falsely called knowledge, 
1 Tim 6:21 Because of which some, professing this, have misaimed regarding the faith. Grace be 

with you. 
1 Tim 4:1 But the Spirit says expressly that in later times some will depart from the faith, giving 

heed to deceiving spirits and teachings of demons 
1 Tim 4:2 By means of the hypocrisy of men who speak lies, of men who are branded in their 

own conscience as with a hot iron, 
1 Tim 4:3 Who forbid marriage and command abstaining from foods, which God has created to 

be partaken of with thanksgiving by those who believe and have full knowledge of the 
truth. 

C. Teaching differently tears down God’s building and annuls God’s economy; even a small 

amount of teaching in a different way destroys the recovery. 

D. For the administration and shepherding of a local church, the first thing needed is to 

terminate the differing teachings of the dissenting ones, which distract the saints from the 

central line of God’s economy—Titus 1:9. 
Titus 1:9 Holding to the faithful word, which is according to the teaching of the apostles, that he 

may be able both to exhort by the healthy teaching and to convict those who oppose. 

E. We must avoid differing teachings and concentrate on God’s economy concerning Christ 

and the church—1 Tim. 1:3-4; Eph. 3:9; 5:32. 
1 Tim 1:3 Even as I exhorted you, when I was going into Macedonia, to remain in Ephesus in 

order that you might charge certain ones not to teach different things 
1 Tim 1:4 Nor to give heed to myths and unending genealogies, which produce questionings 

rather than God's economy, which is in faith. 
Eph 3:9 And to enlighten all that they may see what the economy of the mystery is, which 

throughout the ages has been hidden in God, who created all things, 
Eph 5:32 This mystery is great, but I speak with regard to Christ and the church. 

 

V. If the wall is built up in the church, we will be protected from those who are 

used by the enemy to destroy God’s building work: 
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A. The destroyers of the divine building are those who preach and teach heresies—2 Pet. 2:1; 2 

John 7-11: 
2 Pet 2:1 But there arose also false prophets among the people, as also among you there will 

be false teachers, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the 
Master who bought them, bringing upon themselves swift destruction. 

2 John 7 For many deceivers went out into the world, those who do not confess Jesus Christ 
coming in the flesh. This is the deceiver and the antichrist. 

2 John 8 Look to yourselves that you do not lose the things which we wrought, but that you 
may receive a full reward. 

2 John 9 Everyone who goes beyond and does not abide in the teaching of Christ does not 
have God; he who abides in the teaching, he has both the Father and the Son. 

2 John 10 If anyone comes to you and does not bring this teaching, do not receive him into your 
house, and do not say to him, Rejoice! 

2 John 11 For he who says to him, Rejoice, shares in his evil works. 

1. Those who teach heresies concerning the person of Christ are antichrists, denying 

both the person of the Lord as the Master and His redemption, by which the Lord 

purchased the believers; to deny that the man Jesus is God is a great heresy—v. 7; 1 

John 2:18, 22-23; 4:2-3. 
2 John 7 For many deceivers went out into the world, those who do not confess Jesus 

Christ coming in the flesh. This is the deceiver and the antichrist. 
1 John 2:18 Young children, it is the last hour; and even as you heard that antichrist is 

coming, even now many antichrists have come; whereby we know that it is the 
last hour. 

1 John 2:22 Who is the liar if not he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the 
antichrist, the one who denies the Father and the Son. 

1 John 2:23 Everyone who denies the Son does not have the Father either; he who 
confesses the Son has the Father also. 

1 John 4:2 In this you know the Spirit of God: Every spirit which confesses that Jesus 
Christ has come in the flesh is of God, 

1 John 4:3 And every spirit which does not confess Jesus is not of God; and this is the 
spirit of the antichrist, of which you have heard that it is coming and now is 
already in the world. 

2. The apostle warned the believers to watch for themselves lest they be influenced by 

the heresies and lose the things of the truth; we must reject those who deny the 

conception and deity of Christ, not receiving them into our house or greeting them—2 

John 8-11. 
2 John 8 Look to yourselves that you do not lose the things which we wrought, but that 

you may receive a full reward. 
2 John 9 Everyone who goes beyond and does not abide in the teaching of Christ does not 

have God; he who abides in the teaching, he has both the Father and the Son. 
2 John 10 If anyone comes to you and does not bring this teaching, do not receive him 

into your house, and do not say to him, Rejoice! 
2 John 11 For he who says to him, Rejoice, shares in his evil works. 

B. The destroyers of the divine building are those who are factious, sectarian—Titus 3:10: 
Titus 3:10 A factious man, after a first and second admonition, refuse, 

1. A factious man is a heretical, sectarian man who causes divisions by forming parties 

in the church according to his own opinions; in order to maintain good order in the 

church, a factious, divisive person should be refused, rejected, after a first and second 

admonition—v. 10. 
Titus 3:10 A factious man, after a first and second admonition, refuse, 

2. Because such divisiveness is contagious, this rejection is for the church’s profit so that 

contact with the divisive one may be stopped—cf. Num. 6:6-7. 
Num 6:6 All the days that he separates himself to Jehovah he shall not come near a 

dead person. 
Num 6:7 He shall not make himself unclean for his father or for his mother, for his brother 

or for his sister, when they die, because his separation to God is upon his head. 
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C. The destroyers of the divine building are those who make divisions—Rom. 16:17: 
Rom 16:17 Now I exhort you, brothers, to mark those who make divisions and causes of 

stumbling contrary to the teaching which you have learned, and turn away from 
them. 

1. In Romans 14 Paul was liberal and gracious regarding the receiving of those who 

differ in doctrine or practice; however, in Romans 16:17 he was unyielding and 

resolute in saying that we must “mark those who make divisions and causes of 

stumbling contrary to the teaching which you have learned, and turn away from 

them.” 
Rom 14 be omitted. 

2. The Lord hates “one who injects discord among brothers”—Prov. 6:16, 19. 
Prov 6:16 There are six things that Jehovah hates; / Indeed, seven that are an abomination 

to His soul: 
Prov 6:19 A false witness who utters lies, / And one who injects discord among brothers. 

D. The destroyers of the divine building are those who are ambitious for position—3 John 9: 
3 John 9 I wrote something to the church; but Diotrephes, who loves to be first among them, 

does not receive us. 

1. We should never hunt to be the first in any work for the Lord; this is the insidious 

work of hidden ambition to compete with others to be the first—v. 9. 
3 John 9 I wrote something to the church; but Diotrephes, who loves to be first among 

them, does not receive us. 

2. The destroyers of the divine building are those who are wolves, not sparing the flock, 

and those who speak perverted things to draw away the believers after them—Acts 

20:29-30. 
Acts 20:29 I know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in among you, not 

sparing the flock. 
Acts 20:30 And from among you yourselves men will rise up, speaking perverted things to 

draw away the disciples after them. 
 

VI. After the wall has been built, we will be able to resist the attack of death upon 

the church and to build up the Body of Christ in the resurrection life of 

Christ—Matt. 16:18; John 11:25; Eph. 1:22-23; 4:16: 
Matt 16:18 And I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church, and the 

gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. 
John 11:25 Jesus said to her, I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes into Me, even if he 

should die, shall live; 
Eph 1:22 And He subjected all things under His feet and gave Him to be Head over all things to the 

church, 
Eph 1:23 Which is His Body, the fullness of the One who fills all in all. 
Eph 4:16 Out from whom all the Body, being joined together and being knit together through every 

joint of the rich supply and through the operation in the measure of each one part, causes 
the growth of the Body unto the building up of itself in love. 

A. Death is the characteristic of Satan’s work; the ultimate goal of his work is to saturate man 

with death—Heb. 2:15. 
Heb 2:15 And might release those who because of the fear of death through all their life were 

held in slavery. 

B. Matthew 16:18 shows us from what source the attack upon the church will come—“the 

gates of Hades,” that is, death: 
Matt 16:18 And I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church, 

and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. 

1. Satan’s special object is to spread death within the church, and his greatest fear with 

regard to the church is her resistance to his power of death—Rev. 2:8, 10-11. 
Rev 2:8 And to the messenger of the church in Smyrna write: These things says the 

First and the Last, who became dead and lived again: 



 

98  

Rev 2:10 Do not fear the things that you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to 
cast some of you into prison that you may be tried, and you will have tribulation 
for ten days. Be faithful unto death, and I will give you the crown of life. 

Rev 2:11 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. He who 
overcomes shall by no means be hurt of the second death. 

2. The church that is built upon “this rock” can discern between death and life, and the 

gates of Hades will not prevail against it—Matt. 16:18. 
Matt 16:18 And I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My 

church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. 

C. We need to know Christ as the First and the Last—the ever-existing, unchanging One—and 

as the One who became dead and lived again—the One who is resurrection—Rev. 1:17-18; 

2:8; John 11:25; Acts 2:24. 
Rev 1:17 And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet as dead; and He placed His right hand on me, 

saying, Do not fear; I am the First and the Last 
Rev 1:18 And the living One; and I became dead, and behold, I am living forever and ever; and 

I have the keys of death and of Hades. 
Rev 2:8 And to the messenger of the church in Smyrna write: These things says the First and 

the Last, who became dead and lived again: 
John 11:25 Jesus said to her, I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes into Me, even if 

he should die, shall live; 
Acts 2:24 Whom God has raised up, having loosed the pangs of death, since it was not 

possible for Him to be held by it. 

D. We can build up the Body of Christ only in the resurrection life of Christ—Eph. 2:6, 21-22; 

4:16; Rev. 1:18; 2:8; Phil. 3:10: 
Eph 2:6 And raised us up together with Him and seated us together with Him in the 

heavenlies in Christ Jesus, 
Eph 2:21 In whom all the building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in the 

Lord; 
Eph 2:22 In whom you also are being built together into a dwelling place of God in spirit. 
Eph 4:16 Out from whom all the Body, being joined together and being knit together through 

every joint of the rich supply and through the operation in the measure of each one 
part, causes the growth of the Body unto the building up of itself in love. 

Rev 1:18 And the living One; and I became dead, and behold, I am living forever and ever; and 
I have the keys of death and of Hades. 

Rev 2:8 And to the messenger of the church in Smyrna write: These things says the First and 
the Last, who became dead and lived again: 

Phil 3:10 To know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, 
being conformed to His death, 

1. The Body of Christ is in the resurrection life of Christ—John 11:25: 
John 11:25 Jesus said to her, I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes into Me, 

even if he should die, shall live; 

a. The nature of the church as the Body of Christ is resurrection—Acts 2:24; Eph. 

1:19-23. 
Acts 2:24 Whom God has raised up, having loosed the pangs of death, since it was 

not possible for Him to be held by it. 
Eph 1:19 And what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who 

believe, according to the operation of the might of His strength, 
Eph 1:20 Which He caused to operate in Christ in raising Him from the dead and 

seating Him at His right hand in the heavenlies, 
Eph 1:21 Far above all rule and authority and power and lordship and every name 

that is named not only in this age but also in that which is to come; 
Eph 1:22 And He subjected all things under His feet and gave Him to be Head 

over all things to the church, 
Eph 1:23 Which is His Body, the fullness of the One who fills all in all. 

b. The church is a new creation created in Christ’s resurrection and by the 

resurrected Christ—1 Pet. 1:3; Eph. 2:6; Gal. 6:15. 
1 Pet 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according 
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to His great mercy has regenerated us unto a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 

Eph 2:6 And raised us up together with Him and seated us together with Him in 
the heavenlies in Christ Jesus, 

Gal 6:15 For neither is circumcision anything nor uncircumcision, but a new 
creation is what matters. 

2. The Body of Christ is in resurrection, and the reality of resurrection is Christ as the 

life-giving Spirit—John 11:25; 20:22; 1 Cor. 15:45b. 
John 11:25 Jesus said to her, I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes into Me, 

even if he should die, shall live; 
John 20:22 And when He had said this, He breathed into them and said to them, Receive 

the Holy Spirit. 
1 Cor 15:45b … the last Adam became a life-giving Spirit. 

3. The principle of resurrection is that the natural life is killed and that the divine life 

rises up to take its place—2 Cor. 1:9. 
2 Cor 1:9 Indeed we ourselves had the response of death in ourselves, that we should 

not base our confidence on ourselves but on God, who raises the dead; 

4. When we do not live by the natural life but live by the divine life within us, we are in 

resurrection; the issue of such a living is the growth and building up of the church as 

the Body of Christ—Phil. 3:10-11; Eph. 4:15-16; Col. 2:19; 3:15. 
Phil 3:10 To know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His 

sufferings, being conformed to His death, 
Phil 3:11 If perhaps I may attain to the out-resurrection from the dead. 
Eph 4:15 But holding to truth in love, we may grow up into Him in all things, who is the 

Head, Christ, 
Eph 4:16 Out from whom all the Body, being joined together and being knit together 

through every joint of the rich supply and through the operation in the measure 
of each one part, causes the growth of the Body unto the building up of itself in 
love. 

Col 2:19 And not holding the Head, out from whom all the Body, being richly supplied 
and knit together by means of the joints and sinews, grows with the growth of 
God. 

Col 3:15 And let the peace of Christ arbitrate in your hearts, to which also you were 
called in one Body; and be thankful. 

  




