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Message Nine 

Building and Fighting— 

the Need to Engage in Spiritual Warfare 

for the Building of the Church 
RK Hymns: 887, 767 

Scripture Reading: Neh. 4; Eph. 1:19-23; 2:6, 21-22; 

4:16, 23-24; 6:10-20 
Neh 4:1 And when Sanballat heard that we were building the wall, he became angry and was greatly 

enraged; and he mocked the Jews. 
Neh 4:2 And he spoke to his brothers and the army of Samaria and said, What are these feeble Jews 

doing? Will they restore it for themselves? Will they sacrifice? Will they finish in a day? Will they 
revive the stones out of the dust heaps, though they are burned? 

Neh 4:3 And Tobiah the Ammonite was beside him, and he said, Even their stone wall that they are 
building, if a fox were to go up on it, he would breach it. 

Neh 4:4 Hear, O our God, for we are despised; and turn their reproach upon their own head, and give 
them as spoil in the land of captivity; 

Neh 4:5 And do not cover their iniquity and do not let their sin be blotted out before You, for they made 
provocations before the builders. 

Neh 4:6 So we built the wall; and all the wall was joined together to half its height, for the people had a 
heart to work. 

Neh 4:7 And when Sanballat and Tobiah and the Arabians and the Ammonites and the Ashdodites heard 
that the restoration of the walls of Jerusalem was advancing, that the breaches were beginning to 
be closed up, they became very angry; 

Neh 4:8 And all of them conspired together to come and fight against Jerusalem and cause confusion in it. 
Neh 4:9 But we prayed to our God, and because of them we set a watch against them day and night. 
Neh 4:10 And Judah said, / The strength of the burden bearers fails, / And the debris is great; / And we are 

not able / To build the wall. 
Neh 4:11 And our adversaries said, They will not know, nor even see, until we come into their midst and 

slay them and cause the work to stop. 
Neh 4:12 And when the Jews who dwelt near them came, they said to us ten times, They will come up 

against us from all the places that you turn to. 
Neh 4:13 So I set men in the lowest places behind the wall, on the exposed areas, and I set the people by 

families with their swords, their spears, and their bows. 
Neh 4:14 And when I saw the situation, I rose up and said to the nobles and the rulers and the rest of the 

people, Do not be afraid of them; remember the great and awesome Lord, and fight for your 
brothers, your sons and your daughters, your wives and your houses. 

Neh 4:15 And when our enemies heard that their counsel was known to us and that God frustrated it, we all 
returned to the wall, each man to his work. 

Neh 4:16 And from that day half of my servants labored in the work, and half of them held the spears and 
the shields and the bows and the armor; and the rulers were behind all the house of Judah. 

Neh 4:17 Those who built the wall and those who carried burdens took the loads with one hand doing the 
work and with the other holding a weapon. 

Neh 4:18 And as for the builders, each had his sword strapped to his side, and so they built; and he who 
sounded the trumpet was beside me. 

Neh 4:19 And I said to the nobles, the rulers, and the rest of the people, The work is great and large, and 
we are separated on the wall, each far from the other. 

Neh 4:20 In whatever place you hear the sound of the trumpet, gather yourselves to us there. Our God will 
fight for us. 

Neh 4:21 So we labored in the work; and half of them held spears from the start of dawn until the stars 
came out. 

Neh 4:22 I also said to the people at that time, Let every man and his servant spend the nights inside 
Jerusalem so that they may be a guard for us by night and work by day. 

Neh 4:23 So neither I nor my brothers nor my servants nor the men of the guard who followed me, none of 
us took off our clothes; each had his weapon at his right hand. 

Eph 1:19 And what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe, according to the 
operation of the might of His strength, 
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Eph 1:20 Which He caused to operate in Christ in raising Him from the dead and seating Him at His right 
hand in the heavenlies, 

Eph 1:21 Far above all rule and authority and power and lordship and every name that is named not only in 
this age but also in that which is to come; 

Eph 1:22 And He subjected all things under His feet and gave Him to be Head over all things to the church, 
Eph 1:23 Which is His Body, the fullness of the One who fills all in all. 
Eph 2:6 And raised us up together with Him and seated us together with Him in the heavenlies in Christ 

Jesus, 
Eph 2:21 In whom all the building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord; 
Eph 2:22 In whom you also are being built together into a dwelling place of God in spirit. 
Eph 4:16 Out from whom all the Body, being joined together and being knit together through every joint of 

the rich supply and through the operation in the measure of each one part, causes the growth of 
the Body unto the building up of itself in love. 

Eph 4:23 And that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind 
Eph 4:24 And put on the new man, which was created according to God in righteousness and holiness of 

the reality. 
Eph 6:10 Finally, be empowered in the Lord and in the might of His strength. 
Eph 6:11 Put on the whole armor of God that you may be able to stand against the stratagems of the devil, 
Eph 6:12 For our wrestling is not against blood and flesh but against the rulers, against the authorities, 

against the world-rulers of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenlies. 
Eph 6:13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and 

having done all, to stand. 
Eph 6:14 Stand therefore, having girded your loins with truth and having put on the breastplate of 

righteousness 
Eph 6:15 And having shod your feet with the firm foundation of the gospel of peace; 
Eph 6:16 Besides all these, having taken up the shield of faith, with which you will be able to quench all the 

flaming darts of the evil one. 
Eph 6:17 And receive the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which Spirit is the word of God, 
Eph 6:18 By means of all prayer and petition, praying at every time in spirit and watching unto this in all 

perseverance and petition concerning all the saints, 
Eph 6:19 And for me, that utterance may be given to me in the opening of my mouth, to make known in 

boldness the mystery of the gospel, 
Eph 6:20 For which I am an ambassador in a chain, that in it I would speak boldly, as I ought to speak. 
 

I. Nehemiah chapter 4 describes the frustration of the enemy regarding the 

rebuilding of the city: 
Neh 4 be omitted. 

A. The enemies became angry and greatly enraged; they mocked the Jews and despised their 

building work—vv. 1-3: 
Neh 4:1 And when Sanballat heard that we were building the wall, he became angry and was 

greatly enraged; and he mocked the Jews. 
Neh 4:2 And he spoke to his brothers and the army of Samaria and said, What are these feeble 

Jews doing? Will they restore it for themselves? Will they sacrifice? Will they finish in 
a day? Will they revive the stones out of the dust heaps, though they are burned? 

Neh 4:3 And Tobiah the Ammonite was beside him, and he said, Even their stone wall that 
they are building, if a fox were to go up on it, he would breach it. 

1. The enemies were angry because the building work was advancing, and they 

conspired together to come and fight against Jerusalem—vv. 7-8. 
Neh 4:7 And when Sanballat and Tobiah and the Arabians and the Ammonites and the 

Ashdodites heard that the restoration of the walls of Jerusalem was advancing, 
that the breaches were beginning to be closed up, they became very angry; 

Neh 4:8 And all of them conspired together to come and fight against Jerusalem and 
cause confusion in it. 

2. Nehemiah trusted in God by praying that God would return their reproach to 

themselves; thus, the Jews built the wall, for they had a heart to work—vv. 4-6. 
Neh 4:4 Hear, O our God, for we are despised; and turn their reproach upon their own 

head, and give them as spoil in the land of captivity; 
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Neh 4:5 And do not cover their iniquity and do not let their sin be blotted out before You, 
for they made provocations before the builders. 

Neh 4:6 So we built the wall; and all the wall was joined together to half its height, for 
the people had a heart to work. 

B. The Jews prayed to their God, and under Nehemiah’s instruction and direction they set a 

watch against the enemy day and night: 

1. They were ready to fight with weapons under the encouragement of Nehemiah, who 

instructed them to remember the great and awesome Lord and to fight for their 

families—v. 14. 
Neh 4:14 And when I saw the situation, I rose up and said to the nobles and the rulers 

and the rest of the people, Do not be afraid of them; remember the great and 
awesome Lord, and fight for your brothers, your sons and your daughters, your 
wives and your houses. 

2. Half of Nehemiah’s servants labored in the work, and half of them held weapons, 

ready to fight—v. 16. 
Neh 4:16 And from that day half of my servants labored in the work, and half of them held 

the spears and the shields and the bows and the armor; and the rulers were 
behind all the house of Judah. 

3. On the one hand, the children of Israel were prepared to fight; on the other hand, they 

trusted in God, believing that He would fight for them—vv. 9-23. 
Neh 4:9 But we prayed to our God, and because of them we set a watch against them 

day and night. 
Neh 4:10 And Judah said, / The strength of the burden bearers fails, / And the debris is 

great; / And we are not able / To build the wall. 
Neh 4:11 And our adversaries said, They will not know, nor even see, until we come into 

their midst and slay them and cause the work to stop. 
Neh 4:12 And when the Jews who dwelt near them came, they said to us ten times, They 

will come up against us from all the places that you turn to. 
Neh 4:13 So I set men in the lowest places behind the wall, on the exposed areas, and I 

set the people by families with their swords, their spears, and their bows. 
Neh 4:14 And when I saw the situation, I rose up and said to the nobles and the rulers 

and the rest of the people, Do not be afraid of them; remember the great and 
awesome Lord, and fight for your brothers, your sons and your daughters, your 
wives and your houses. 

Neh 4:15 And when our enemies heard that their counsel was known to us and that God 
frustrated it, we all returned to the wall, each man to his work. 

Neh 4:16 And from that day half of my servants labored in the work, and half of them held 
the spears and the shields and the bows and the armor; and the rulers were 
behind all the house of Judah. 

Neh 4:17 Those who built the wall and those who carried burdens took the loads with one 
hand doing the work and with the other holding a weapon. 

Neh 4:18 And as for the builders, each had his sword strapped to his side, and so they 
built; and he who sounded the trumpet was beside me. 

Neh 4:19 And I said to the nobles, the rulers, and the rest of the people, The work is 
great and large, and we are separated on the wall, each far from the other. 

Neh 4:20 In whatever place you hear the sound of the trumpet, gather yourselves to us 
there. Our God will fight for us. 

Neh 4:21 So we labored in the work; and half of them held spears from the start of dawn 
until the stars came out. 

Neh 4:22 I also said to the people at that time, Let every man and his servant spend the 
nights inside Jerusalem so that they may be a guard for us by night and work 
by day. 

Neh 4:23 So neither I nor my brothers nor my servants nor the men of the guard who 
followed me, none of us took off our clothes; each had his weapon at his right 
hand. 

4. As the commander in chief, Nehemiah was among those who were ready to fight 

against the enemy; he took part in the night watch and did not leave these matters to 
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others but participated in them himself—vv. 17-23. 
Neh 4:17 Those who built the wall and those who carried burdens took the loads with one 

hand doing the work and with the other holding a weapon. 
Neh 4:18 And as for the builders, each had his sword strapped to his side, and so they 

built; and he who sounded the trumpet was beside me. 
Neh 4:19 And I said to the nobles, the rulers, and the rest of the people, The work is 

great and large, and we are separated on the wall, each far from the other. 
Neh 4:20 In whatever place you hear the sound of the trumpet, gather yourselves to us 

there. Our God will fight for us. 
Neh 4:21 So we labored in the work; and half of them held spears from the start of dawn 

until the stars came out. 
Neh 4:22 I also said to the people at that time, Let every man and his servant spend the 

nights inside Jerusalem so that they may be a guard for us by night and work 
by day. 

Neh 4:23 So neither I nor my brothers nor my servants nor the men of the guard who 
followed me, none of us took off our clothes; each had his weapon at his right 
hand. 

 

II. Building the church as the city of God is not an easy task; building can be 

carried out only by fighting—Eph. 2:21-22; 4:16; 6:10-20: 
Eph 2:21 In whom all the building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord; 
Eph 2:22 In whom you also are being built together into a dwelling place of God in spirit. 
Eph 4:16 Out from whom all the Body, being joined together and being knit together through every 

joint of the rich supply and through the operation in the measure of each one part, causes 
the growth of the Body unto the building up of itself in love. 

Eph 6:10 Finally, be empowered in the Lord and in the might of His strength. 
Eph 6:11 Put on the whole armor of God that you may be able to stand against the stratagems of the 

devil, 
Eph 6:12 For our wrestling is not against blood and flesh but against the rulers, against the 

authorities, against the world-rulers of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in 
the heavenlies. 

Eph 6:13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, 
and having done all, to stand. 

Eph 6:14 Stand therefore, having girded your loins with truth and having put on the breastplate of 
righteousness 

Eph 6:15 And having shod your feet with the firm foundation of the gospel of peace; 
Eph 6:16 Besides all these, having taken up the shield of faith, with which you will be able to quench 

all the flaming darts of the evil one. 
Eph 6:17 And receive the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which Spirit is the word of 

God, 
Eph 6:18 By means of all prayer and petition, praying at every time in spirit and watching unto this in 

all perseverance and petition concerning all the saints, 
Eph 6:19 And for me, that utterance may be given to me in the opening of my mouth, to make known 

in boldness the mystery of the gospel, 
Eph 6:20 For which I am an ambassador in a chain, that in it I would speak boldly, as I ought to 

speak. 

A. When the children of Israel returned from their captivity, Ezra, Nehemiah, and others rose 

up to rebuild the temple and the holy city through intense warfare. 

B. The Israelites who worked in the building with Nehemiah labored with one hand to build 

and with the other hand held their weapons for fighting the battle (Neh. 4:17); this reveals 

that whenever we labor on God’s building, we will certainly be involved in a battle. 
Neh 4:17 Those who built the wall and those who carried burdens took the loads with one hand 

doing the work and with the other holding a weapon. 

C. Regarding the building up of God’s dwelling place, there is a real conflict, a severe fighting 

between God and His enemy—vv. 1-3, 7-8: 
Neh 4:1 And when Sanballat heard that we were building the wall, he became angry and was 

greatly enraged; and he mocked the Jews. 
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Neh 4:2 And he spoke to his brothers and the army of Samaria and said, What are these 
feeble Jews doing? Will they restore it for themselves? Will they sacrifice? Will they 
finish in a day? Will they revive the stones out of the dust heaps, though they are 
burned? 

Neh 4:3 And Tobiah the Ammonite was beside him, and he said, Even their stone wall that 
they are building, if a fox were to go up on it, he would breach it. 

Neh 4:7 And when Sanballat and Tobiah and the Arabians and the Ammonites and the 
Ashdodites heard that the restoration of the walls of Jerusalem was advancing, that 
the breaches were beginning to be closed up, they became very angry; 

Neh 4:8 And all of them conspired together to come and fight against Jerusalem and cause 
confusion in it. 

1. The enemy hates seeing the building of God’s dwelling place going up in a good way. 

2. Satan will do everything that he can to interrupt, interfere, attack, and destroy—Matt. 

16:18-19. 
Matt 16:18 And I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My 

church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. 
Matt 16:19 I will give to you the keys of the kingdom of the heavens, and whatever you 

bind on the earth shall have been bound in the heavens, and whatever you 
loose on the earth shall have been loosed in the heavens. 

D. We must build the church as the temple and fight the battle so that God may have the 

kingdom—6:10. 
Matt 6:10 Your kingdom come; Your will be done, as in heaven, so also on earth. 

E. When the saints migrate for the spreading of the church life, they are an army fighting the 

battle—cf. Acts 8:4-12. 
Acts 8:4 Those therefore who were scattered went throughout the land announcing the word 

as the gospel. 
Acts 8:5 And Philip went down to the city of Samaria and proclaimed the Christ to them. 
Acts 8:6 And the crowds gave heed with one accord to the things said by Philip as they heard 

and saw the signs which he did. 
Acts 8:7 For with many of those who had unclean spirits, the spirits came out crying with a 

loud voice; and many who were paralyzed and lame were healed. 
Acts 8:8 And there was much joy in that city. 
Acts 8:9 And a certain man named Simon had previously been practicing magic in the city and 

had been amazing the people of Samaria, saying that he was someone great. 
Acts 8:10 To him they all gave heed, from the least to the greatest, saying, This man is the 

power of God which is called Great. 
Acts 8:11 And they gave heed to him because for a considerable time he had amazed them 

with his magic. 
Acts 8:12 But when they believed Philip, who announced the gospel of the kingdom of God and 

of the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women. 

F. Those who build the church must build and fight at the same time—Neh. 4:14, 16-21. 
Neh 4:14 And when I saw the situation, I rose up and said to the nobles and the rulers and the 

rest of the people, Do not be afraid of them; remember the great and awesome Lord, 
and fight for your brothers, your sons and your daughters, your wives and your houses. 

Neh 4:16 And from that day half of my servants labored in the work, and half of them held the 
spears and the shields and the bows and the armor; and the rulers were behind all 
the house of Judah. 

Neh 4:17 Those who built the wall and those who carried burdens took the loads with one hand 
doing the work and with the other holding a weapon. 

Neh 4:18 And as for the builders, each had his sword strapped to his side, and so they built; 
and he who sounded the trumpet was beside me. 

Neh 4:19 And I said to the nobles, the rulers, and the rest of the people, The work is great and 
large, and we are separated on the wall, each far from the other. 

Neh 4:20 In whatever place you hear the sound of the trumpet, gather yourselves to us there. 
Our God will fight for us. 

Neh 4:21 So we labored in the work; and half of them held spears from the start of dawn until 
the stars came out. 
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G. Without warfare and without a spirit of fighting, there is no building; building calls for 

grueling warfare. 
 

III. For the building up of the church as the Body of Christ, there is the need for 

spiritual warfare—Eph. 6:10-20: 
Eph 6:10 Finally, be empowered in the Lord and in the might of His strength. 
Eph 6:11 Put on the whole armor of God that you may be able to stand against the stratagems of the 

devil, 
Eph 6:12 For our wrestling is not against blood and flesh but against the rulers, against the 

authorities, against the world-rulers of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in 
the heavenlies. 

Eph 6:13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, 
and having done all, to stand. 

Eph 6:14 Stand therefore, having girded your loins with truth and having put on the breastplate of 
righteousness 

Eph 6:15 And having shod your feet with the firm foundation of the gospel of peace; 
Eph 6:16 Besides all these, having taken up the shield of faith, with which you will be able to quench 

all the flaming darts of the evil one. 
Eph 6:17 And receive the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which Spirit is the word of God, 
Eph 6:18 By means of all prayer and petition, praying at every time in spirit and watching unto this in 

all perseverance and petition concerning all the saints, 
Eph 6:19 And for me, that utterance may be given to me in the opening of my mouth, to make known 

in boldness the mystery of the gospel, 
Eph 6:20 For which I am an ambassador in a chain, that in it I would speak boldly, as I ought to speak. 

A. Regrettably, in the church today almost none of the believers know of this spiritual warfare; 

this is due to weakness in life, lack of spiritual strength, and insufficient clarity in the light 

of the truth. 

B. Spiritual warfare is based on the victory of Christ—Heb. 2:14; Col. 2:15; 1 John 3:8: 
Heb 2:14 Since therefore the children have shared in blood and flesh, He also Himself in like 

manner partook of the same, that through death He might destroy him who has the 
might of death, that is, the devil, 

Col 2:15 Stripping off the rulers and the authorities, He made a display of them openly, 
triumphing over them in it. 

1 John 3:8 He who practices sin is of the devil, because the devil has sinned from the beginning. 
For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the works of 
the devil. 

1. The starting point of spiritual warfare is standing upon the victory of Christ; it is 

seeing that Christ has already defeated the enemy—S. S. 4:8; Rev. 3:21; 5:5-6: 
S. S. 4:8 Come with me from Lebanon, my bride; / With me from Lebanon come. / Look 

from the top of Amana, / From the top of Senir and Hermon, / From the lions' 
dens, / From the leopards' mountains. 

Rev 3:21 He who overcomes, to him I will give to sit with Me on My throne, as I also 
overcame and sat with My Father on His throne. 

Rev 5:5 And one of the elders said to me, Do not weep; behold, the Lion of the tribe of 
Judah, the Root of David, has overcome so that He may open the scroll and its 
seven seals. 

Rev 5:6 And I saw in the midst of the throne and of the four living creatures and in the 
midst of the elders a Lamb standing as having just been slain, having seven horns 
and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth. 

a. The Son of God was manifested to destroy the works of the devil—1 John 3:8. 
1 John 3:8 He who practices sin is of the devil, because the devil has sinned from 

the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He 
might destroy the works of the devil. 

b. In His incarnation and human living Christ defeated Satan during the temptation 

in the wilderness—Matt. 4:1-11. 
Matt 4:1 Then Jesus was led up into the wilderness by the Spirit to be tempted by 

the devil. 
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Matt 4:2 And when He had fasted forty days and forty nights, afterward He 
became hungry. 

Matt 4:3 And the tempter came and said to Him, If You are the Son of God, speak 
that these stones may become loaves of bread. 

Matt 4:4 But He answered and said, It is written, "Man shall not live on bread 
alone, but on every word that proceeds out through the mouth of God." 

Matt 4:5 Then the devil took Him into the holy city and set Him on the wing of the 
temple, 

Matt 4:6 And said to Him, If You are the Son of God, cast Yourself down; for it is 
written, "To His angels He shall give charge concerning You, and on their 
hands they shall bear You up, lest You strike Your foot against a stone." 

Matt 4:7 Jesus said to him, Again, it is written, "You shall not test the Lord your 
God." 

Matt 4:8 Again, the devil took Him to a very high mountain and showed Him all 
the kingdoms of the world and their glory. 

Matt 4:9 And he said to Him, All these will I give You if You will fall down and 
worship me. 

Matt 4:10 Then Jesus said to him, Go away, Satan! For it is written, "You shall 
worship the Lord your God, and Him only shall you serve." 

Matt 4:11 Then the devil left Him, and behold, angels came and ministered to 
Him. 

c. Through death the Lord Jesus destroyed the devil, who has the might of death; 

He abolished Satan, brought him to naught—Heb. 2:14. 
Heb 2:14 Since therefore the children have shared in blood and flesh, He also 

Himself in like manner partook of the same, that through death He might 
destroy him who has the might of death, that is, the devil, 

2. The work of the church on earth is to maintain Christ’s victory; the Lord has already 

won the battle, and the church is here to maintain His victory—Eph. 6:11, 13. 
Eph 6:11 Put on the whole armor of God that you may be able to stand against the 

stratagems of the devil, 
Eph 6:13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God that you may be able to withstand in 

the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 

C. The warfare between the church and Satan is a battle between us who love the Lord and 

who are in His church and the evil powers in the heavenlies—v. 12: 
Eph 6:12 For our wrestling is not against blood and flesh but against the rulers, against the 

authorities, against the world-rulers of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of 
evil in the heavenlies. 

1. The principalities, the authorities, and the world-rulers of darkness are rebellious 

angels who followed Satan in his rebellion against God and who now rule in the 

heavenlies over the nations of the world—Col. 1:13; Dan. 10:20. 
Col 1:13 Who delivered us out of the authority of darkness and transferred us into the 

kingdom of the Son of His love, 
Dan 10:20 Then he said, Do you know why I have come to you? And now I will return to 

fight with the prince of Persia; so I go forth, and the prince of Javan is now 
about to come. 

2. We need to realize that our warfare is not against human beings but against the evil 

spirits, the evil powers, in the heavenlies. 

D. Spiritual warfare is a matter of the Body of Christ; we must fight the battle in the Body—

Eph. 1:22-23: 
Eph 1:22 And He subjected all things under His feet and gave Him to be Head over all things to 

the church, 
Eph 1:23 Which is His Body, the fullness of the One who fills all in all. 

1. Spiritual warfare is not an individual matter; it is a matter of the Body—4:12, 16; 

5:30. 
Eph 4:12 For the perfecting of the saints unto the work of the ministry, unto the building 

up of the Body of Christ, 
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Eph 4:16 Out from whom all the Body, being joined together and being knit together 
through every joint of the rich supply and through the operation in the measure 
of each one part, causes the growth of the Body unto the building up of itself in 
love. 

Eph 5:30 Because we are members of His Body. 

2. The church is a corporate warrior, and the believers together make up this corporate 

warrior—6:10-20. 
Eph 6:10 Finally, be empowered in the Lord and in the might of His strength. 
Eph 6:11 Put on the whole armor of God that you may be able to stand against the 

stratagems of the devil, 
Eph 6:12 For our wrestling is not against blood and flesh but against the rulers, against 

the authorities, against the world-rulers of this darkness, against the spiritual 
forces of evil in the heavenlies. 

Eph 6:13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God that you may be able to withstand in 
the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 

Eph 6:14 Stand therefore, having girded your loins with truth and having put on the 
breastplate of righteousness 

Eph 6:15 And having shod your feet with the firm foundation of the gospel of peace; 
Eph 6:16 Besides all these, having taken up the shield of faith, with which you will be 

able to quench all the flaming darts of the evil one. 
Eph 6:17 And receive the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which Spirit is 

the word of God, 
Eph 6:18 By means of all prayer and petition, praying at every time in spirit and watching 

unto this in all perseverance and petition concerning all the saints, 
Eph 6:19 And for me, that utterance may be given to me in the opening of my mouth, to 

make known in boldness the mystery of the gospel, 
Eph 6:20 For which I am an ambassador in a chain, that in it I would speak boldly, as I 

ought to speak. 

3. If we read Ephesians from chapter 1 to chapter 6, we will see that warfare is a matter 

of the Body of Christ, and the Body is a new creation in Christ, in the Spirit, and in 

the heavenlies—2:6: 
Eph 1~6 be omitted. 
Eph 2:6 And raised us up together with Him and seated us together with Him in the 

heavenlies in Christ Jesus, 

a. If we do not have the Body life, we are not adequate to engage in spiritual warfare. 

b. In order to fight the battle, we must be in the reality of the Body—4:12, 16. 
Eph 4:12 For the perfecting of the saints unto the work of the ministry, unto the 

building up of the Body of Christ, 
Eph 4:16 Out from whom all the Body, being joined together and being knit 

together through every joint of the rich supply and through the operation 
in the measure of each one part, causes the growth of the Body unto the 
building up of itself in love. 

4. After we have been formed corporately into an army, we will be able to fight against 

God’s enemy—6:11-12. 
Eph 6:11 Put on the whole armor of God that you may be able to stand against the 

stratagems of the devil, 
Eph 6:12 For our wrestling is not against blood and flesh but against the rulers, against 

the authorities, against the world-rulers of this darkness, against the spiritual 
forces of evil in the heavenlies. 

E. To deal with God’s enemy, we need to be empowered with the greatness of the power that 

raised Christ from the dead and seated Him in the heavenlies, far above all the evil spirits in 

the air—v. 10; 1:19-22: 
Eph 6:10 Finally, be empowered in the Lord and in the might of His strength. 
Eph 1:19 And what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe, according 

to the operation of the might of His strength, 
Eph 1:20 Which He caused to operate in Christ in raising Him from the dead and seating Him 

at His right hand in the heavenlies, 
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Eph 1:21 Far above all rule and authority and power and lordship and every name that is 
named not only in this age but also in that which is to come; 

Eph 1:22 And He subjected all things under His feet and gave Him to be Head over all things to 
the church, 

1. The fact that we need to be empowered in the Lord indicates that in ourselves we 

cannot fight the spiritual warfare against Satan and his evil kingdom; we can fight 

only in the Lord and in the might of His strength—6:10. 
Eph 6:10 Finally, be empowered in the Lord and in the might of His strength. 

2. The charge to be empowered implies the need to exercise our will; if we would be 

empowered for spiritual warfare, our will must be strong and exercised—S. S. 4:4. 
S. S. 4:4 Your neck is like the tower of David, / Built for an armory: / A thousand bucklers 

hang on it, / All the shields of the mighty men. 

F. We need to know and apply the principles of spiritual warfare: 

1. The first principle of spiritual warfare is that we cannot use fleshly weapons, human 

schemes, and natural methods; since spiritual warfare is not against flesh but against 

spiritual forces (Eph. 6:12), the weapons should not be fleshly (2 Cor. 10:3-5). 
Eph 6:12 For our wrestling is not against blood and flesh but against the rulers, against 

the authorities, against the world-rulers of this darkness, against the spiritual 
forces of evil in the heavenlies. 

2 Cor 10:3 For though we walk in flesh, we do not war according to flesh; 
2 Cor 10:4 For the weapons of our warfare are not fleshly but powerful before God for the 

overthrowing of strongholds, 
2 Cor 10:5 As we overthrow reasonings and every high thing rising up against the 

knowledge of God, and take captive every thought unto the obedience of Christ. 

2. The second principle of spiritual warfare is to keep the position of ascension—Eph. 

2:6: 
Eph 2:6 And raised us up together with Him and seated us together with Him in the 

heavenlies in Christ Jesus, 

a. In fighting a battle, the position above the enemy is strategic. 

b. Satan and his spiritual forces are in the air, but we are seated in the third heaven 

above them—v. 6. 
Eph 2:6 And raised us up together with Him and seated us together with Him in 

the heavenlies in Christ Jesus, 

c. Satan and his forces are under us, and it is their fate to be defeated by us. 

3. The third principle of spiritual warfare is that we must use spiritual weapons—2 Cor. 

10:3-5: 
2 Cor 10:3 For though we walk in flesh, we do not war according to flesh; 
2 Cor 10:4 For the weapons of our warfare are not fleshly but powerful before God for the 

overthrowing of strongholds, 
2 Cor 10:5 As we overthrow reasonings and every high thing rising up against the 

knowledge of God, and take captive every thought unto the obedience of Christ. 

a. The spiritual weapons are powerful to overthrow the strongholds of the 

enemy—vv. 4-5. 
2 Cor 10:4 For the weapons of our warfare are not fleshly but powerful before God 

for the overthrowing of strongholds, 
2 Cor 10:5 As we overthrow reasonings and every high thing rising up against the 

knowledge of God, and take captive every thought unto the obedience of 
Christ. 

b. When we are fighting, all our activities must be of the spirit, touching the feeling 

from within our spirit; this is an extremely basic principle. 

4. The fourth principle of spiritual warfare is to have fighting prayers—the prayers of 

spiritual warfare—Matt. 6:9-10, 13: 
Matt 6:9 You then pray in this way: Our Father who is in the heavens, Your name be 

sanctified; 
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Matt 6:10 Your kingdom come; Your will be done, as in heaven, so also on earth. 
Matt 6:13 And do not bring us into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one. For Yours 

is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

a. Whenever and wherever there is the building up of the church, there is the 

activity of the gates of Hades against it; therefore, there is the need for fighting 

prayers—16:18-19. 
Matt 16:18 And I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build 

My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. 
Matt 16:19 I will give to you the keys of the kingdom of the heavens, and whatever 

you bind on the earth shall have been bound in the heavens, and 
whatever you loose on the earth shall have been loosed in the heavens. 

b. If we see that the prayers of the greatest worth are prayers in ascension, then we 

can understand that prayer is a warfare, and we will utter prayers of warfare; 

such is the nature of the prayer spoken of in Ephesians 6: 
Eph 6 be omitted. 

1) All prayers that are expressed in the heavenly realm and from the throne of 

God are prayers of warfare—Rev. 5:8; 8:3-5. 
Rev 5:8 And when He took the scroll, the four living creatures and the 

twenty-four elders fell before the Lamb, each having a harp and 
golden bowls full of incense, which bowls are the prayers of the saints. 

Rev 8:3 And another Angel came and stood at the altar, having a golden 
censer, and much incense was given to Him to offer with the 
prayers of all the saints upon the golden altar which was before the 
throne. 

Rev 8:4 And the smoke of the incense went up with the prayers of the 
saints out of the hand of the Angel before God. 

Rev 8:5 And the Angel took the censer and filled it with the fire of the altar 
and cast it to the earth; and there were thunders and voices and 
lightnings and an earthquake. 

2) If we are in the heavenly realm, we are able to pray prayers of ascension, 

prayers of warfare—Eph. 2:6; 6:18. 
Eph 2:6 And raised us up together with Him and seated us together with 

Him in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus, 
Eph 6:18 By means of all prayer and petition, praying at every time in spirit 

and watching unto this in all perseverance and petition concerning 
all the saints, 

c. When we are strengthened, we are renewed; when we are renewed, we are filled; 

when we are filled, we are equipped to fight; it is in the fighting spirit that we 

pray fighting prayers of spiritual warfare—3:14-16; 4:23-24; 5:18b; 6:18. 
Eph 3:14 For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father, 
Eph 3:15 Of whom every family in the heavens and on earth is named, 
Eph 3:16 That He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be 

strengthened with power through His Spirit into the inner man, 
Eph 4:23 And that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind 
Eph 4:24 And put on the new man, which was created according to God in 

righteousness and holiness of the reality. 
Eph 5:18b … but be filled in spirit, 
Eph 6:18 By means of all prayer and petition, praying at every time in spirit and 

watching unto this in all perseverance and petition concerning all the saints, 

d. We need to stand against the stratagems of the devil by fighting the battle in the 

Body with fighting prayers, praying at every time in spirit to put on the whole 

armor of God to build up the Body of Christ as the house of God for the glory of 

God and as the kingdom of God for the dominion of God for the complete 

fulfillment of the economy of God—vv. 10-20. 
Eph 6:10 Finally, be empowered in the Lord and in the might of His strength. 
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Eph 6:11 Put on the whole armor of God that you may be able to stand against the 
stratagems of the devil, 

Eph 6:12 For our wrestling is not against blood and flesh but against the rulers, 
against the authorities, against the world-rulers of this darkness, against 
the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenlies. 

Eph 6:13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God that you may be able to 
withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 

Eph 6:14 Stand therefore, having girded your loins with truth and having put on the 
breastplate of righteousness 

Eph 6:15 And having shod your feet with the firm foundation of the gospel of 
peace; 

Eph 6:16 Besides all these, having taken up the shield of faith, with which you will 
be able to quench all the flaming darts of the evil one. 

Eph 6:17 And receive the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which 
Spirit is the word of God, 

Eph 6:18 By means of all prayer and petition, praying at every time in spirit and 
watching unto this in all perseverance and petition concerning all the 
saints, 

Eph 6:19 And for me, that utterance may be given to me in the opening of my 
mouth, to make known in boldness the mystery of the gospel, 

Eph 6:20 For which I am an ambassador in a chain, that in it I would speak boldly, 
as I ought to speak. 

  




