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[ iy S Message Two

ST AR AR ZAY R AR ARG o The Gospel of the Glory of the Blessed God
FEC - 764 Hymns: 948
FAE RAT— 11, /&L 2, 55, AW 3 ~4, 6, Scripture Reading: 1 Tim. 1:11; Acts 7:2, 55; 2 Cor. 4:3-4, 6; John
#+ = 31 12:31
[B—] § Day 1
T RBARAEG—BEMN, RBLWGTE I. Glory is an attribute of God; glory is the expression of God,
AN 9B Iié’J 1‘%7 d v+ 34 God expressed in splendor—Exo. 40:34; Acts 7:55; 2 Pet. 1:3;
t 55, 41];142*‘ =11, Rev. 21:11.
2\, A¥ &Y 4 R A fI’J 48 %\11‘ N 12 89 B 42— % — 1. The glory of God is intrinsically related to the economy of
6. 10, 12, 14, =21, & 27: God—Eph. 1:6, 10, 12, 14; 3:21; 5:27:
— :_«—%f’ﬂ b RBRBAM—4L 2, $—17, =  AThe Triune God is a God of glory—Acts 7:2; Eph. 1:17; 3:14, 16; 1 Cor. 2:8;
, AT 8, AW 6, 4'}@]'] v 14, 2 Cor. 4:6; 1 Pet. 4:14.
= Ax&%‘%’iﬂ??&%éﬁ FiAg &0y, A2 AEAN%E  B.Man was created by God in His image in order that man would express
R EHBR—AB— 26, H— 15, #M%:VH 4, 6, Him in glory—Gen. 1:26; Col. 1:15; 2 Cor. 4:4, 6.
= AEEMEAEE T, BEERBHBZEm; K C God created us as vessels unto honor, prepared unto glory; we were
AL T E A T%»/R, (3 WJZ, fy 25 v/( %) 515 ﬁ'ﬂi e predestinated in His sovereignty to be His vessels to express what He is in
EOPA—RA, glory—Rom. 9:21, 23.
o AbEEEAEREGRT, Eﬂ“‘ JA R KSR B9 R AR, D.Through the gospel of the glory of Christ, God has called us by and into
w3 RPEAMKE A RBE—RBED 4, RAT His eternal glory—2 Cor. 4:4; 1 Tim. 1:11; 1 Thes. 2:12; 1 Pet. 5:10; 2
— 11, ®AT =12, MRATA 10, KE— 3, Pet. 1:3.
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§ Day 2

III. "The god of this age has blinded the thoughts of the unbelievers
that the illumination of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is
the image of God, might not shine on them"—2 Cor. 4:4:

A.The god of this age is Satan, the deceiver, the ruler of the present age—
John 12:31; 14:30; 16:11; Eph. 2:2:
1.In addition to his kingdom, Satan, the devil, has his own religion; he is not

merely the ruler of this world but also the god of this age—Matt. 12:26; John
12:31; 2 Cor. 4:4.

2. The ruler of this world refers to Satan's rule over people; the god of this age
refers to the worship that he receives from people today—]John 12:31; 2
Cor. 4:4.

3. Nearly all people today, whether primitive or highly cultured, have been
blinded by the god of this age—v. 4.

B.If we drop our concepts and turn our heart to the Lord, the veils will be
taken away, the god of this age will have no ground in our being, and the
gospel of the glory of God will shine in our hearts—vv. 4, 6.

§ Day 3
IV. The glory of God is involved with Christ's incarnation, human

living, crucifixion, resurrection, ascension, and coming again:

A.The Word became flesh, and the glory of His divinity was concealed
within the shell of His humanity, yet the disciples beheld His glory—]John
1:14; Matt. 17:2.

B.In His life and work the Lord Jesus did not seek His own glory but the
glory of the One who sent Him—]John 7:18; 8:50, 54.
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= ABMBRORE, HRBEEMAGL, AN  C The glory of Christ's divinity was released through the breaking of the

BYINAF AR, Mt k—1 = 23 ~ 24, shell of His humanity by His death—12:23-24.
W OAEEEANEENFREBE—R_m26, ¥+  D.Christ was glorified by His resurrection—Luke 24:26; John 7:39; 17:5;
39, +kt5, #=13, WKir— 21, Acts 3:13; 1 Pet. 1:21.

h ABAEMGTRESFERE, 2H%2 [ ] £  E. Christ was glorified in His ascension; the Lord Jesus is a model of a person
NP RIBZ AR RAEMGRBEIFTEREL who has "crossed the river" and entered into God's glory, where He is

EEHERR—R=9~10, ~19~20, /24, crowned with glory and honor—Heb. 2:9-10; 6:19-20; 9:24.
N IEAATEEXHRBERE—K <27, F. The Lord as the Son of Man will come in the glory of the Father—Matt.
%—— 27, 16:27; Luke 21:27.

£ AREIHFIBMAE, LF, AN AKLY  GInthe New Jerusalem for eternity, Christ, the Lamb as the lamp, will
E2F, BERAGAEE, RAAAGRE, AL shine with God as the light to illuminate the New Jerusalem with the
MEZAGLE, B ibh—rik_— glory of God, which glory is the expression of the divine light—Rev.
11, 23, ==5, 21:11, 23; 22:5.

[:80M] § Day 4

12 LB RAPGIE, 24K, Bk, V. Christis the image of God and the effulgence of His glory;
EKE4E, ARG BRELRBREY hence, the gospel of Christ is the gospel of His glory that
e —8/—15, R—3, HHEW@3I~4, X% illuminates and shines forth—Col. 1:15; Heb. 1:3; 2 Cor. 4:3-

o~ 2 4; Rev. 6:2:
— ARERBOGRT, A THAZMRIENIE— A The gospel of the glory of Christ is the gospel of the glory of the blessed

R’AT— 11: God—1 Tim. 1:11:

1 TETEE 2 AR S o B (EEETR > BietRRT— 1. The expression the gospel of the glory of the blessed God refers to God's
EVUERRTET RIS 4 - economy in 1 Timothy 1:4.

2 AR {EEREEIIE S » o A AE 2 tH2E R 2. The gospel with which the apostle Paul was entrusted is the effulgence of the
HeE—3— 3 E— 25 JL5 e glory of the blessed God—Heb. 1:3; Rom. 1:25; 9:5.

3IBEE EAEE By R arfit: 5 o 15 2 1 pr Pk 5 3.By dispensing God's life and nature in Christ into God's chosen people, this
M NEMR > #ERHENER > FHEEREE £ gospel shines forth God's glory, in which God is blessed among His people—2
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HrRETEERE—ME—3 H—3-6-12-14¢ Cor. 1:3; Eph. 1:3, 6,12, 14.
Z e RABERBENRS, B, BH LB B.The gospel is the gospel of the glory of Christ, which illuminates, radiates,

EBMOCE—HAD 4, 6: and shines in our hearts—2 Cor. 4:4, 6:

| IR RAFI L2 - SEFOEIRA - (8 ASEEI BT AL 1. God's shining in our hearts results in the illumination of the knowledge of
ERELE b A SRR o Rt 2 iR o (R the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ, that is, in the enlightenment that
TRV IR S Eala e —4 ~ 6 61 - causes us to know the glory of God in the gospel of Christ—vv. 4, 6.

[:BFf] § Day 5

D AEMALVUEEDUGREE » i~ {5~ A - 50 - tEE 2.1n 2 Corinthians 4:4 God, image, Christ, glory, gospel, and illumination are all
FOEEE 2 R sE - feE— M = DEY AL 5 fiiE in apposition, referring to the same wonderful person; God is the image, the
B BEEE  EEERE  RESEYT BT image is Christ, Christ is the glory, the glory is the gospel, and the gospel is
B the illumination.

3R TR AL AR A E 1 - 2 Y 2% 3. The illumination of the knowledge of the glory of God is in the face of Jesus
12 EEEEERNEE e —Er BN £ Christ; this means that the gospel of the glory of Christ is a lovely person in
HAVTE _EIRAMREE RS E —4 ~ 68 R+t 2- whose face we can see the glory of God—vv. 4, 6; Matt. 17:2.

4 BEAFEREREVE A | 2 A2 st AR ERAL R (M 4, The glory of God manifested in the face of Jesus Christ is the God of glory
TR CHE ) Pz By S - expressed through Jesus Christ, who is the effulgence of the glory of God; to
M em R R — e 2 0 ZK—3 o know Him is to know the God of glory—Acts 7:2; Heb. 1:3.

[i871] § Day 6

AR AR E, HEMAMABAA, £ VL Godshines in our hearts that we may shine on others so that
WA BB AT A B d L2 Avay K3, they may have the knowledge of the glory of God in the face
3 AL AR BAAY & LAY 69 A B —HE of Jesus Christ—the knowledge of Christ, who expresses and

— 15, #—18: declares God—Phil. 2:15; John 1:18:
— ABEEROBETEARARNER, RHEMKK A The gospel of the glory of Christ shines into us, and then it shines out from
M2 & RAE L —K A 16, within us—Matt. 5:16.
Z A MMEREN, ZA AR, KM1E %/ B.In our preaching of the gospel, there should be an illumination; we need
AME B AR R BOEET—HEZ 15, to shine forth the gospel of the glory of Christ from within us—Phil. 2:15.

T O =FEt+HAEREERRREaESERIIGGE 2 BME—S$45 Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (October 2023) - Week 2 Outline - Page 4



= AMRBATSEGREY, RERAC, BE
BEABIRKE T, IRTHNE—HAED 5,
7 ﬁfs’kb%aﬁé&méﬁfbﬂﬂﬂﬁ%x%’%" 7%21&%&’]
BEEABEASBIRMEG NS
kﬁ,wﬁ%@#&ﬁ’%,ﬁﬁ&%i%ﬁ
HAMRE—4, 6~7 i,

O =FtHAEKEEEREESRTIIMKE 2BME—SF5EH

C.In proclaiming the gospel of the glory of Christ, we should not preach
ourselves but Christ Jesus as Lord, who is the content of the gospel—2 Cor. 4:5.

D.Those who receive the gospel of the glory of Christ through our shining
will have Christ as the precious treasure dispensed into them; then, like
us, they will be earthen vessels containing this priceless treasure—vv. 4,
6-7.
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WEEK 2 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

Acts 7:2 ... The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham while he
was in Mesopotamia...

Rom. 9:23 In order that He might make known the riches of His glory
upon vessels of mercy, which He had before prepared unto glory.

1 Tim. 1:11 According to the gospel of the glory of the blessed God, with
which | was entrusted.

Stephen’s word about the God of glory fits in with God’s New Testament
economy. In his second Epistle Peter tells us that God has called us by His glory
and to His glory (2 Pet. 1:3). Because we were called by the glory of God our
Savior (v. 1), we eventually received the Lord Jesus, realizing that He is better
than anything and anyone else.

The God of glory called Abraham, and Abraham was attracted and caught
by that glory. The principle is the same with us today..We have been captured
by His glory. One day the God of glory came to us through the preaching of the
gospel, and we were attracted and convinced and began to appreciate Him.
During that time, the God of glory transfused some element of His being into
us, and we believed in Him spontaneously. To be attracted by the God of glory
means that God transfused Himself into His called ones without their realizing
it or being conscious of it...If we stay with Him for a period of time, He will
transfuse Himself into us. This transfusion will cause infusion, saturation, and
permeation. Once God has transfused Himself into us, we cannot escape; we
must believe in Him. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 36-37)

Today’s Reading

God created man as a vessel to contain Him, and out of the many vessels
He chose us to contain Him, the God of honor, that we might be vessels of
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honor. Finally, He makes known His glory upon us, the vessels, that we might
become vessels of His glory (Rom. 9:23). All this is out of His mercy and
according to His mercy; it cannot be obtained by our efforts. For this reason
we must worship Him, and we must worship Him for His mercy! (Rom. 9:21,
footnote 1)

God’s economy is “according to the gospel of the glory of the blessed God”
(1 Tim. 1:11). Have you heard this expression before? Many have heard of the
gospel of grace, the gospel of forgiveness, the gospel of justification, and the
gospel of regeneration but not the gospel of glory. This gospel not only brings
good news concerning forgiveness of sins and justification by faith; the gospel of
glory is the gospel of God’s economy. Glory is God expressed. Thus, the gospel of
glory is the gospel of the expressed God; it is a gospel that expresses God’s glory.

The gospel of the glory of the blessed God is an excellent expression. It refers
to God’s economy mentioned in verse 4. The gospel with which the apostle Paul
was entrusted is the effulgence of the glory of the blessed God. By dispensing
God’s life and nature in Christ into His chosen people, this gospel shines forth
God’s glory, in which God is blessed among His people. This is the commission
and ministry the apostle received of the Lord (v. 12). This should be commonly
taught and preached in a local church.

In verse 17 Paul says, “Now to the King of the ages, incorruptible, invisible,
the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.” This word needs to
be understood in relation to the decline of the church. When Paul was in prison,
the churches began to decline, and the situation was very disappointing. Many
were discouraged. Even some of Paul’s coworkers left him. But he had a strong
faith with an absolute assurance that the very God in whom he believed, the
One who had entrusted him with the gospel of glory, is the King of the ages. He
never changes. No earthly king can be called the King of the ages. Caesar was a
temporary ruler, but how different is our God! The God whom Paul served truly
is the King of the ages. This means that He is King of eternity. He never changes;
He always remains the same. (Life-study of 1 Timothy, second edition, pp. 12-
13, 15)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 Timothy, msg. 1
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WEEK 2 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

2 Cor. 4:4 In whom the god of this age has blinded the thoughts of the
unbelievers that the illumination of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who
Is the image of God, might not shine on them.

6 Because the God who said, Out of darkness light shall shine, is the One
who shined in our hearts to illuminate the knowledge of the glory of God
in the face of Jesus Christ.

In 2 Corinthians 4:3 Paul [says], “And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled
in those who are perishing.” In some the gospel is veiled by old concepts,
especially the concept concerning the law (3:14-15). In principle, anything
such as philosophy, religion, or cultural traditions that hinders people from
apprehending the gospel of Christ is a veil. Hence, the preaching of Christ
must unveil them, just as in photography the cover is removed from the lens
in order to take a picture. The god of this age in [4:4] is Satan, the deceiver,
the ruler of this present age. He dominates today’s world and hunts for man’s
worship by blinding his mind and his thoughts. In this verse blinded means
to veil a person’s understanding. Furthermore, the thoughts here denote “the
understanding” or “the mind.” (Life-study of 2 Corinthians, second edition, pp.
77-78)

Today’s Reading

Those who are blinded or veiled think that they do not worship anything.
Actually, their god is Satan. Atheists worship Satan without knowing what they
are doing. All people today, whether primitive or highly cultured, have been
blinded by the god of this age.

If we would receive the revelation of the Son of God, we need to drop our
concepts. Every concept, whether spiritual or carnal, is a veil. [ have spent
many years groping in my search to learn how to have revelation. Eventually
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I discovered that to have revelation we need to drop our concepts. God today
is shining everywhere. This age of grace is an age of light. God is shining, and
the Bible is shining also. The Bible is full of light, and it has been printed in
hundreds of languages. Moreover, the all-inclusive Spirit moving on earth is full
of grace. But although the Bible is shining and the Spirit is moving, many still
do not receive revelation. The reason is that they hold to certain concepts and
are veiled by these concepts. With respect to receiving revelation, there is no
problem on God'’s side...The problem is altogether on our side. We need to drop
the veils, that is, to drop our concepts. It is important for us to pray, “Lord, help
me to drop everything that is a veil."...If you drop your concepts as you read the
Word, you will read it with an unveiled face. Then the light will shine into you
subjectively.

Today many of us earnestly desire to live Christ. But to live Christ we need
revelation. As we have pointed out again and again, the only way revelation
can come to us is if we drop our concepts. We also need to pray, “Lord, I trust
in You to defeat the god of this age. Apart from You, I do not worship anything.
Lord, I turn my heart to You, and I drop all my concepts. I don’t want to worship
anyone other than You.” If you pray in this way, the light will shine, and you will
receive revelation. If you drop your concepts and turn your heart to the Lord,
the veils will be taken away, and the god of this age will have no ground in your
being.

If we would see such a revelation of the living person, we must begin by
dropping our veils, our concepts. Second, we need to turn our hearts to the
Lord. According to 2 Corinthians 3:16, when the heart turns to the Lord, the
veil will be taken away. The more you turn your heart to the Lord, the less
ground the god of this age will have in your life and in your being. Then you will
be under the shining of the heavenly light, and you will receive the revelation of
the living person...Let us all drop the veils and, by His mercy and grace, turn our
hearts to Him. (Life-study of Galatians, second edition, pp. 31-34)

Further Reading: Life-study of Galatians, msg. 4; The Conclusion of the New
Testament, msg. 324; Life-study of John, msg. 36
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WEEK 2 — DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

John 1:14 And the Word became flesh and tabernacled among us (and
we beheld His glory, glory as of the only Begotten from the Father), full of
grace and reality.

12:23-24...The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Truly,
truly, I say to you, Unless the grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies,
it abides alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.

Christ as the second of the Triune God possessed the divine glory from
eternity past. John 1:1 reveals that Christ, the Word, is God: “In the beginning
was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” As God,
Christ has the divine glory. Since Christ was God from eternity past, He
possessed the divine glory also from eternity past. What is the divine glory?
The divine glory is God Himself. God Himself is glory.

Christ’s humanity through His incarnation became a shell to conceal the
glory of His divinity. Instead of the words His humanity, it is perhaps better to
use the expression His flesh, for John 1:14 tells us that the very God became
flesh. This flesh, this humanity, became a shell to conceal the glory of Christ’s
divinity. Christ’s divinity is itself the divine glory. Just as God is light, divinity is
glory. When Christ was in the flesh, in His humanity, His flesh was a shell that
concealed His divinity and thereby concealed His glory. (CWWL, 1994-1997,
vol. 5, “The Issue of Christ Being Glorified by the Father with the Divine Glory,”
pp- 318-319)

Today’s Reading

Because the divine glory was concealed within the shell of His flesh, it was
necessary for [Christ] to be glorified. In John 12:23 He said, “The hour has
come for the Son of Man to be glorified.” In 17:1 He prayed, “Father, the hour
has come; glorify Your Son that the Son may glorify You.” In verse 5 He went on
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to say, “Now, glorify Me along with Yourself, Father, with the glory which I had
with You before the world was.”

As God, Christ Himself was glory, but this glory was concealed in the shell
of His humanity, and thus His divine glory could not be seen. Others could
see His shell, but they could not see His glory concealed within the shell.
However, in his Gospel the apostle John says, “We beheld His glory, glory as
of the only Begotten from the Father” (1:14). He, along with Peter and James,
beheld the Lord’s glory when He was transfigured on the mountain [cf. Matt.
17:2]. His transfiguration was a glorification. While He was living in the shell
of His flesh, He temporarily came out of His flesh and was glorified. Whereas
only three beheld the glorified Jesus on the mountain before His resurrection,
after His resurrection millions can see Him. Today we see not a Christ who
is still in the shell but a Christ who has come out of the shell and has been
glorified.

The Lord Jesus...desired to be released from the constraint of the shell of
His flesh. He referred to this release in John 12:24..If the Lord Jesus as a grain
of wheat had not died, He would have remained the same. But He fell into
the ground and died, and that death released Him from His human shell. His
incarnation caused His divine glory to be concealed in His flesh, but through
His death His glory was released for the producing in His resurrection of the
many grains, which become His increase as the expression of His glory. (CWWL,
1994-1997, vol. 5, “The Issue of Christ Being Glorified by the Father with the
Divine Glory,” pp. 319-321)

In eternity the Lamb as the lamp will shine with God as the light to
illuminate the New Jerusalem with the glory of God, which glory is the
expression of the divine light. God as the light, and Christ as the lamp, the light-
bearer, indicate that God and Christ cannot be separated. Actually they are
one light. God is the content, and Christ is the light-bearer for the expression
of God...God the Father is in the Son to be expressed through the Son. (The
Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 360)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1993, vol. 1, “God’s Salvation in Life,” ch. 4

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (October 2023) - Morning Revival - Week 2 - Page 6



% —iEmif vy
EEEE

F— 3 [ RAP RN RFE, AP AH G9EPIE,
)ﬂ%kﬁ é’]”éﬁfi«% ?Xﬁﬁfﬁiﬁﬁg‘%ﬁ %EX?/LT

At =18 T4 KA B AGE IR VUA R 18 F 38 e 69 7k,
IFAR G BLA LRG89, B8 R & Sk
BIAR GG T4, AR, AR T EEFR. |

AEEEMNG, EMRENEE, (R—3,
le[a, B EAR T, A By 5O IR I BB A 18
Fo MUE, EHREM, FETAEZANEE
OB, EEERBZAETNLR, TREMMACE,
&R R AR SEER A B, U Bk AR S HE
RARME., - RMA—WRM, RAREELERY
BBV ERERRET, WHERF L.
HEREEEEEET, tRBEREAKRET. A
B e T M A B AR F H%*f AP 4T o= 9% 9R 3 ME B9 R
g, tRAEE, Ha ey e, #HE
E’ﬂﬁ%i%&%fiﬁ%ﬁﬂ%’]m/dﬁﬁﬁﬁ

Mtk =2 /BT e TR, BRI E R
/ﬁ— H&E’]/M/\\o EQT%EE%%%/\\’ E—:%Lﬁ%"o
W, AT EH T R B %Eﬁ?]xﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁ’]
B, (FREEFAEGHESL, \LE. D

1I=I 00 i; %E

ARERMRT, REEFANVERER, EXE
BERMACE, REXRMANER. ROANET UIER

O =FtHABKEEREERETIK-FE 2B RAMES -7 H

WEEK 2 — DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

Heb. 1:3 Who, being the effulgence of His glory and the impress of
His substance and upholding and bearing all things by the word of His
power, having made purification of sins, sat down on the right hand of the
Majesty on high.

2 Cor. 3:18 But we all with unveiled face, beholding and reflecting like a
mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image
from glory to glory, even as from the Lord Spirit.

Christ as the image of God is the effulgence of His glory (Heb. 1:3). Hence,
the gospel of Christ is the gospel of His glory that illuminates and shines
forth. Satan, the god of this age, has blinded the thoughts and the minds of the
unbelievers so that the illumination of the gospel of Christ’s glory might not
shine into their hearts. This is similar to covering the lens of a camera so that
the light cannot shine into the camera..When the shutter is pressed, there is a
way for the light with the object, the figure, the image, to shine into the camera
and be impressed on the film...However, if the lens of the camera is covered,
there is no way for the light to shine into the camera. Sometimes when we
preach the gospel to others, they are like a camera with the lens covered. The
light cannot shine into them...By His mercy and grace, the satanic cover has
been removed from our minds!

The unveiled face in 2 Corinthians 3:18 is the uncovered mind in chapter 4.
According to Paul’s concept, these two things are one. To have an unveiled face,
therefore, is to have an uncovered mind. (Life-study of 2 Corinthians, second
edition, p. 78)

Today’s Reading

As light shines into us, it brings in the image of Christ. This illumination
shines into our spirit through our mind. Our spirit can be compared to the film.
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When the shining comes into us through our open mind, it reaches our spirit
and brings the figure of Christ, the image of God, into us. In the church we are
practicing such a spiritual and heavenly photography.

Second Corinthians 4:5 says, “For we do not preach ourselves but Christ
Jesus as Lord...” For explains why the apostles’ gospel, which is the gospel of
the glory of Christ, should not have been veiled, for they did not preach, exalt,
themselves but Christ Jesus as Lord of all, and they conducted themselves as
the believers’ slaves for Jesus’ sake.

Christ Jesus as Lord comprises Christ, who is God over all, blessed forever
(Rom. 9:5), the eternal Word incarnated to be a man (John 1:14), Jesus
crucified as a man to be our Savior (Acts 4:10-12) and resurrected to be the
Son of God (13:33), and Christ exalted to be the Lord (2:36), even the Lord
of all men (10:36; Rom. 10:12; John 20:28; 1 Cor. 12:3), who is the image of
God, the effulgence of God’s glory (Heb. 1:3). This is the very content of the
gospel. Hence, the gospel is the gospel of the glory of Christ, which illuminates,
radiates, and shines in the heart of man. If man’s heart is not veiled with
anything or blinded by Satan, the god of this age, man can see the illumination
of the gospel.

Second Corinthians 4:6 says, “The God who said, Out of darkness light shall
shine, is the One who shined in our hearts to illuminate the knowledge of the
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ."...The apostles preached Christ as Lord
and themselves as the believers’ slaves, because the very God who commanded
light to shine out of darkness had shined in their hearts. His shining in the
universe produced the old creation. Now His shining in their hearts made them
a new creation. (Life-study of 2 Corinthians, second edition, pp. 78-80)

God'’s shining in our hearts results in the illumination of knowing the glory
of God in the face of Christ, that is, in the enlightenment that causes us to know
the glory of the gospel of Christ. This illumination, this enlightenment, that
makes the glory of Christ’s gospel known to us issues from the shining of God
in our hearts. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 1213)

Further Reading: Life-study of 2 Corinthians, msg. 9
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WEEK 2 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

2 Cor. 4:4 ... The illumination of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is
the image of God...

6 Because the God who said, Out of darkness light shall shine, is the One
who shined in our hearts to illuminate the knowledge of the glory of God
In the face of Jesus Christ.

Second Corinthians 4:4 indicates that the terms God, image, Christ, glory,
gospel, and illumination are all in apposition to one another; thus, they all refer
to the same wonderful person. God is the image, the image is Christ, Christ is
the glory, the glory is the gospel, and the gospel is the illumination. First, the
expression the image of God shows that the image is in apposition to God. God,
who is the source, has an image, and this image is simply God Himself. If we
see the image of God, we see God; if God disappears, His image disappears as
well...Therefore, the image of God is nothing less than God Himself.

Second...the image of God is Christ. As the image of God, Christ is the
expression of the invisible God. Third, Christ is the glory. This is confirmed by
Hebrews 1:3, which says that Christ is the effulgence of God’s glory. Fourth,
Christ, the glory, is the gospel. Acts tells us that the believers preached Christ
Jesus as the gospel (5:42; 8:35; 11:20; 17:18). This shows that the gospel is
not something separate from Christ; rather, Christ is the gospel. Today some
Christians in their preaching separate the gospel from Christ. But according to
the divine revelation in the Bible, the gospel is a living person, Christ. Christ
who is the gospel is the image of God, and the image of God is God. Therefore,
the gospel is God Himself embodied and expressed in Christ. (The Conclusion
of the New Testament, p. 3206)

Today’s Reading
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Fifth, the gospel is the illumination, the enlightenment. The gospel is the
gospel of the glory of Christ, which illuminates, radiates, and shines in the heart
of man. When the gospel came to us, it came to us by shining, and this shining
brought into us Christ, who is the image of the processed Triune God. As a
result, Christ, the living person, was illuminated into our being. Many believers
can testify that when they heard Christ as the gospel, a certain impression of
Christ entered into them. Although they may try to reject this impression of
Christ or erase it from their being, they cannot do it. Once the impression of
Christ is illuminated into us, it remains within us forever. This illumination is
the gospel, this gospel is the glory, this glory is Christ, Christ is the image of
God, and as such, Christ is God. Therefore, what has been illuminated into our
being is a living person, the Triune God embodied in Christ, who is the image,
the expression, of God.

The Christ of glory as the excellent treasure is received by the believers through
the illumination of the gospel of the glory of Christ. We need to remember that we
have within us the treasure, a living person who is more excellent than the world.
Christ is the most excellent One in the whole universe; there is nothing that is
more excellent than He. Since we have Christ as the treasure, the most excellent
One and the most lovely One, we do not love the world. It is not that we should
not love the world but that the world is inferior to the treasure, the excellent and
lovely Christ. We treasure the Lord more than the world.

The illumination of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image
of God, has shined on us. The gospel of the glory of Christ in 2 Corinthians
4:4 corresponds with the knowledge of the glory of God in verse 6...The
illumination of the knowledge of the glory of God is in the face of Jesus Christ.
This indicates that the gospel preached by the apostle was not a doctrine,
theology, or teaching; rather, it was a lovely person on whose face we can
see the glory of God, the image of God. When we experience the glory of God
shining in the face of Jesus Christ, this shining brings into us Christ as the
image of God. We are attracted to such a Christ. (The Conclusion of the New
Testament, pp. 3206-3207, 3210)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 317
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WEEK 2 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

Phil. 2:15-16 That you may be blameless and guileless, children of God
without blemish in the midst of a crooked and perverted generation,
among whom you shine as luminaries in the world, holding forth the word
of life...

2 Cor. 4:7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels that the excellency
of the power may be of God and not out of us.

The gospel of the glory of Christ first shines into us, and then it shines out
from within us. The more the glory shines within us, the more it penetrates
into our being and saturates it. Eventually, the inner glory will consume,
swallow up, our entire inward being. Then the light of the gospel of the glory
of Christ will shine out through us. Such a shining cannot come by way of
teaching; it can come only through the experience of Christ who is Himself
the glory of God and the manifestation of God. We praise the Lord that Christ
has shone into the depths of our being, that now He is shining within us, and
that He will shine throughout our inward being. Therefore, we need to pay
attention to the inner shining of Christ as the glory within. The goal of God’s
economy is that we all shine forth His glory. As we are under such a shining,
Christ saturates us with Himself, and we enjoy the sweetness of Christ living
in us to be our life and our person. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p.
3207)

Today’s Reading

God’s shining in our hearts [in 2 Corinthians 4:6] results in the illumination
of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ, that is, in the
enlightenment that causes us to know the glory of the gospel of Christ...God’s
shining in the universe produced the old creation. His shining in our hearts has
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made us a new creation, because this shining brings into us, earthen vessels,
the marvelous treasure of the Christ of glory.

The shining of God in our hearts is to illumine us that we may know the glory
in Christ’s face. The glory of God manifested in the face of Jesus Christ is the God
of glory expressed through Jesus Christ, who is the effulgence of the glory of God
(Heb. 1:3); to know Him is to know the God of glory. In particular, the illumination
in 2 Corinthians 4:6, which refers to the shining of God’s light on others out
from those whose hearts have been enlightened by God, corresponds with the
manifestation of the truth in verse 2 and is the same as the shining in Matthew 5:16
and Philippians 2:15. God shines in our hearts that we may shine on others so that
they may have the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ, that is,
the knowledge of Christ, who expresses and declares God (John 1:18).

In order to experience God’s shining, we need to have direct, personal, and
intimate contact with Christ. This contact will cause God to shine in our hearts.
God may shine upon us, but if we want Him to shine in us, we need to have
direct, intimate contact with Him...By calling on the Lord we are brought into
face-to-face contact with Him and experience God’s shining in our heart. Only
when we have such direct, personal, and intimate contact with the Lord do we
have the inner shining. Whenever we call on the Lord in a dear, intimate way,
we are before His face, and the shining of God is in our heart. Then we may
shine out what we have received for the shining of the glory of the gospel of
Christ.

We need to preach the gospel in a very illuminating way. This means that
while we are preaching, God shines into the hearts of those to whom we are
speaking. We also need to help them to call on the name of the Lord Jesus in
order that they would be brought to the face of Christ, have personal contact
with Him, and experience God’s shining in their hearts. To preach in this way is
to present not merely a gospel of certain facts but a gospel of glory. Those who
receive the gospel of glory will have Christ as the precious treasure dispensed
into them. Then, like us, they will be earthen vessels containing this treasure.
(The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 3207-3209)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 317
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WEEK 2 — HYMN

Myst’ry hid from ages now revealed to me
Hope of Glory — Christ in Me

_— =
1. Mys-tryhid fromag - es now revealed tome, "Tis the Christ of God’s re-a - li-ty.
Ab Ab/C Db Bbm Eb Eb'/G Ab  Db/Ab Ab
—r——

—_— =
He embod -iesGod, and He islife tome, And theglo - ry of myhope He'll be.
Ab Ep’ Fm c’ Db Bb'/D Eb Bb’  Eb Eb/G

T 1
—— — — —
(©) Glo - ry, glo - ry,Christ is life in  me! Glo - ry, glo - ry,what a hope 1is He!
13 Ab Ab/Gb Db/F Db Eb Eb'/G Ab Db/Ab Ab
 —— ——

[ — |
Now within my spir - it He’s the mys - ter-y! Then theglo - ryHe willbe to me.

2. In my spirit He regenerated me,
In my soul He’s now transforming me.
He will change my body like unto His own,
Wholly making me the same as He.

3. Now in life and nature He is one with me
Then in Him, the glory, I will be;
I'll enjoy His presence for eternity
With Him in complete conformity.
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Composition for prophecy with main point and sub-points:
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