5 N\ Message Eight

By p (—) The Function of the Church (1)
EAP K The House of the Living God
AR B3R 0G4 G Fe AR AR and the Pillar and Base of the Truth
S 627 Hymns: 863
#4. RAT=15 #HAT—2, =Z16~17, +  Scripture Reading: 1 Tim. 3:15; 1 Cor. 1:2; 3:16-17; 10:32; 11:16;
32, +—16, H=19. 21 ~ 22 Eph. 2:19, 21-22
[:E—] § Day 1

e (W) REUEZE, [A®EM4 a4 1. The house of God modifies the church, and the pillar and
BE]URMEZE: [#HHE] URTA base of the truth also modifies the church; the house of
B ot h] HRAMAEZERELR God and the pillar and base of the truth describe what the
RAT= 15, church is—1 Tim. 3:15.

A BeNAMYGRE—HAT—2, +32, +—16: 1. The church is the house of God—1 Cor. 1:2; 10:32; 11:16:

— [ B e ) G5B 24 PTHA W, & AThe expression the church of God indicates that the church is possessed

R BE AP, AR T E T R — by God and that the church has the nature of God and is constituted with
=+ 28, m—13, the element of God—Acts 20:28; Gal. 1:13.

—BeRT#An], REZBERMWIERAMNEAE  B.The church is of God because it is produced of God as the source and has
0, TAMEENE, FHEERKZORE o E God as its nature and essence, which are divine, universal, and eternal—1
H—HAT = 16 ~ 17, Cor. 3:16-17.

= BENRNEEERE R AN A T—T 32, C. The content of the church essentially is God Himself—10:32.
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III. The church of God is the house of the living God—1 Tim. 3:15:

A.The house of God is the household of God—Eph. 2:19:

1. The dwelling place—the house—and the family—the household—are one
entity—a group of called, regenerated ones indwelt by God Himself—1 Pet.
1:3; 2:5; 1 Cor. 3:16.

2.Just as Christ is not separate from the members of His Body but dwells in
them, the Father is not a separate member of His household but is in all the
children—Rom. 8:16; 12:4-5; 1 Cor. 3:16.

3. The house of God is organic in the divine life, organic in the divine nature, and
organic in the Triune God—Eph. 4:18; 2 Pet. 1:4; Matt. 28:19.

4. Because the church is organic, the church grows—Eph. 2:21.

§ Day 2 & Day 3
B.In speaking of the church as the house of God, Paul refers to God as the
living God—1 Tim. 3:15:

1. The living God, who lives in the church, must be subjective to the church and
not merely objective—1 Cor. 3:16.

2. Because God is living, the church as the house of God is also living in Him, by
Him, and with Him.

3. Aliving God and a living church live, move, and work together.

C. As the house of God, the church is the dwelling place of God—the place
where God can have His rest and put His trust—Eph. 2:22.

D.The church as the house of God—the Father's house—is the enlarged,
universal, divine-human incorporation as the issue of Christ's being
glorified by the Father with the divine glory—]John 12:23; 13:31-32; 14:20.
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[E00] § Day 4

B IZANBeRHietAR, BLEF L IV. The Lord wants His church to know Him as the truth and to
HMAELG—HE—1~2,5~6, {H+— receive and enjoy Him as life—1 John 1:1-2, 5-6; John 11:25;
25, tWé6, +\37F: 14:6; 18:37b:

— [A®] B ETH, KAWWFELNET—WAE A Truth means "reality," denoting all the real things revealed in God's Word,
EY, TRORBEALEBLTOLAE, UK which are mainly Christ as the embodiment of God and the church as the

AR GENZE—RAT=4, B9, 19, Body of Christ—1 Tim. 2:4; Col. 2:9, 19.
ZBenhRALBZRAMNEGAGEEL, 24  B.The church is built with the divine life in Christ, a life that is indestructible,
PATRBIE., TR, T HRKERA unconquerable, and able to withstand decline into death from any
FEAT R 38 0 L BCE— R AT — 16, >~ 12, 19, source—1 Tim. 1:16; 6:12, 19; 2 Tim. 1:1, 10; Titus 1:2; 3:7.
R’i#E—1.10, $—2, =7,
= AEfed g, _HHRRAFAC—HTW 6! C. Both the truth and the life are Christ Himself—John 14:6:

| AEr B EE ~ NIEMNRS  EHEIMEIEE - 3% 1. Life is the inward and intrinsic element, and truth is the outward definition
BH——4 > +/)\37 - )U1232 360 117 and explanation—1:4; 18:37b; 8:12, 32, 36; 17:17.

DR FE4G et fE EEEME ) M 2. The experience of the Lord as life is contained in the Lord as the truth; in
B EEA a0 St EREE —1he +— order to experience the Lord as life, we must know the truth—14:6; 11:25;
250 J\32~36¢ 8:32, 36.

N BeNE, LARKEAEE, /E4 4, @  D.The content of the church should be the growth of Christ in us as truth
KAEMEBRERH—H =19, = 4 and life—Col. 2:19; 3:4:
[BA] § Day 5

| EHEHEE 2 Jeny iR - s —4y/012~ 32~ 36 1. Truth is the shining, the expression, of the divine light—John 8:12, 32, 36; 1
Ag—5~06c John 1:5-6.

D EFHIRIEE - RE g M EE I E E A 2. The standard of the truth should constantly be raised higher among all the
e —fERi — 4 =15 churches in the Lord's recovery—1 Tim. 2:4; 3:15.

STWMEEFEAGERLRN  BAEGESK > #HAEGT 3.We need to grow in life, be saved in life, be filled with life, and reign in life—
o RSP EE IR 13 ~ 16 EFH 10~ 17 ¢ Eph. 4:13-16; Rom. 5:10, 17.
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V. The church is the supporting pillar and the holding base of
the truth—1 Tim. 3:15:

A.The truth is the Triune God, having Christ as the embodiment, center, and
expression, to produce the church as the Body of Christ, the house of God,
and the kingdom of God—Col. 2:9; Eph. 1:22-23; 4:16; 1 Tim. 3:15; John
3:3,5.

B.Truth in 1 Timothy 3:15 refers to the real things revealed in the New
Testament concerning Christ and the church according to God's New
Testament economy—Matt. 16:16, 18; Eph. 5:32:

1. The church is the supporting pillar and holding base of all these realities.

2. A local church should be such a building that holds, bears, and testifies the
truth, the reality, of Christ and the church—2:22.

C. The church bears Christ as the reality; the church testifies to the whole
universe that Christ, and Christ alone, is the reality—John 1:14, 17;
14:6.

D.As the pillar that bears the truth and the base that upholds the pillar, the
church testifies the reality, the truth, of Christ as the mystery of God and
the church as the mystery of Christ—Col. 2:2; Eph. 3:4.

§ Day 6

E.In order for the church to function as the pillar and base of the truth, we
all need to arrive at the full knowledge of the truth—1 Tim. 2:4; 4:3; 2
Tim. 2:25; 3:7; Titus 1:1.

VI. When every brother and sister is full of life and truth, the
church will be strong as the house of the living God and the
pillar and base of the truth; this is what is needed in the
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A= 15, Lord's recovery today—1 Tim. 3:15.
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WEEK 8 — DAY 1
Morning Nourishment

Acts 20:28 Take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among whom the
Holy Spirit has placed you as overseers to shepherd the church of God,
which He obtained through His own blood.

Eph. 2:21 In whom all the building, being fitted together, is growing into
a holy temple in the Lord.

In 1 Corinthians 1:2 Paul speaks of “the church of God which is in Corinth.”
The church is constituted of the universal God, but it exists on earth in many
localities, one of which was Corinth. In nature the church is universal in God,
but in practice the church is local in a definite place. Paul’s description of the
church is marvelous. However, Christians have not paid adequate attention to
it...The expression the church of God indicates that the church has the nature of
God, that it is constituted of the element of God. Therefore, the church is of God.
This is the universal aspect of the church. (Life-study of 1 Corinthians, second
edition, p. 8)

Today’s Reading

The church is...the house of God (1 Pet. 2:5)...[In] Greek [the] word oikos
means not only the house, the dwelling, but also the household. Oikos means
both the house and also the folks, the family, that make up the household; thus,
it may also be translated as “household” (Eph. 2:19).

God’s dwelling place today on earth is the church, and God, as such a great
Father, has a family, which is the church...To us the house is one thing, and the
family another; the house is the building, and the family is the people who live
there. God’s house and God’s family, however, are the same. The house is the
family, and the family is the house.
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Both the house of God and the family of God are one entity, that is, a group
of regenerated, called ones, indwelt by God Himself. These called ones, who
have been regenerated by God with His life and who are being indwelt by
this living God with all that He is, are both God’s dwelling place and His
family...This is different from a group or organization of people. This is
something organic—organic in the divine life, organic in the divine nature, and
organic in the Triune God.

Some stressed the ekklesia very much, but they did not pay much attention
to the organic aspect of the church. They did not say much about the church as
God'’s family. We must realize, though, that the church is organic; it is the living
house of God. Paul says that the church is the house of the living God (1 Tim.
3:15) and that this house grows (Eph. 2:21)...For something to grow, it must be
living...Anything that grows is organic, with life. Hallelujah, we are growing!

In 1964 1 went to Plainview, Texas, to visit a small group of saints. Then
in 1965 I went to Waco, Texas, to visit another small group. Without faith
I would have been fully disappointed. When the news went to New York, a
dear brother with whom I had been co-working for a number of years said
to another brother that he did not believe that these small groups in Texas
would last. In 1968 [ went to Lubbock, Texas. I did not see a big church; rather,
I saw something that needed much faith. By His mercy I did have that faith.
Then the saints in Texas moved to Houston in 1969, and I went to visit them.
The situation there was somewhat encouraging but not entirely so. My visits
to Irving, however, in 1982 and 1983 made me excited. There has been much
growth among the churches in Texas because the church is something living.
It is the living house of the living God. It is not something of organization but
something of life; thus, its growth is by life. (CWWL, 1983, vol. 3, “The Basic
Revelation in the Holy Scriptures,” pp. 426-427)

God’s dwelling place is His household, His family, and His family comes
into being by God’s begetting...Eventually, God’s children will grow up to be
His mature sons, and then they will become heirs. (The Conclusion of the New
Testament, p. 2232)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1978, vol. 3, “The Recovery of Christ as Everything
in the Church,” ch. 8; CWWL, 1968, vol. 2, pp. 597-600

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (October 2023) - Morning Revival - Week 8 - Page 2



% O\ iEmif —
EHERE

AT =15 [fH 5 KAt , AR TT Ao il AV 89
R g EMHIT; SRARENGBE, HIPa4
ARt ]

HAT=16 T %
R E & E? ]

HBeERMNER, TEMNER, FMHREARXA,
MR E. EEANF, BN T ELTHEL RN
E, EZAEFANERE, ERAMRETIZ—. #H
AT, IR ERNRE, - HFEAR=-F
NE B [EBEERT, BENAR; RM---ER
RINRT . | EEHER, MW EUET R, (F|
— 18, %+:7>$%ﬁ¢ﬁ%%%&ﬁ%%&
(HZHS, $##=+26~27. ) 5K ETTZH
fEf H LB T A, ﬁE&M%%fﬁ%%%

I Fa AR AT 69 B, AP 09 B AT 2

(BT /L 24 ~F 11, ) WM ES R ED SN BE L.
(Fr#EmELtH, ——OH, )

A o spE Az
=y c=A:1=|

Her®ENA: HEE, G2 A HM,
HERERX. AFEHE, Oe2EHNWTE, S0
TW— A, MERX, BEEMNE, EEHE
WwAE—EIA. ~HEEEEWNAEE, TE—E4E
WEE; Rk, BEEMNE, T2 EENERE,

WHHE+ LW ERIANEEEHAEN T — RE
. [HRERIT, FAZRANEREE. ] EX

_O=FtHABKEERBEFRTIIME -5 88 REES -

/r?

FE3IHE

WEEK 8 — DAY 2
Morning Nourishment

1 Tim. 3:15 But if I delay, I write that you may know how one ought to
conduct himself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God,
the pillar and base of the truth.

1 Cor. 3:16 Do you not know that you are the temple of God, and that the
Spirit of God dwells in you?

As God’s dwelling place, the church is both God’s house and His household,
His family. In the Old Testament the temple and God’s people were two separate
things, but in the fulfillment in the New Testament the dwelling place and the
family are one. According to God’s New Testament economy, God’s house is His
family. Hebrews 3:6...refers to “Christ...as a Son over His house, whose house
we are.” In Old Testament times, the house of God was the house of Israel (Lev.
22:18; Num. 12:7), symbolized by the tabernacle or the temple among them
(Exo. 25:8; Ezek. 37:26-27). Today the house of God is the church. The children
of Israel, as people of God, are a type of us, the New Testament believers (1 Cor.
9:24—10:11). Their history is a prefigure of the church. (The Conclusion of the
New Testament, p. 2227)

Today’s Reading

The church has a twofold function. To Christ, the church is the Body; to God,
the church is the house. Christ is the Head, and the church is the Body of the
Head. This is one function of the church. God is the Father, and the church is His
house. This is another function of the church...The church as the Body of Christ
is an organism. In like manner, the church as the house of God is a living entity,
a living house.

First Peter 4:17, another verse that refers to the church as the house of God,
says, “It is time for the judgment to begin from the house of God."..God’s house,
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or household, is the church composed of the believers. From this house, as His
own house, God begins His governmental administration by His disciplinary
judgment over His own children, that He may have strong ground to judge, in
His universal kingdom, those who are disobedient to His gospel and rebellious
to His government.

In speaking of the church as the house of God, Paul specifically refers to God
as the living God. The living God who lives in the church must be subjective to
the church and not merely objective...Because God is living, the church is also
living in Him, by Him, and with Him. A living God and a living church live, move,
and work together. The living church is the house of the living God. Therefore,
in our meetings, service, and ministry we should give people the impression
that the living God is living, moving, speaking, and acting among us.

The church, the house of the living God, is living in the Father’s name and
in the Father’s life. This means that the church is living in the Father’s reality.
God’s house is a living composition of His many children in the Father’s life and
reality. This means that where the house of God is, there is God the Father with
His life and reality. This is similar to the church being the Body of Christ. Christ
is not separate from the members of the Body, for, as the Head of the Body,
Christ dwells in all the members. For this reason, Christ should not be counted
as a separate member of the Body, because He is in all the members of the Body.
The principle is the same with the church as God’s house. The Father is not a
separate member of the household, the house, but is in all the children.

The first characteristic of the status of the church is that it is an assembly
called out of the world. The second characteristic is that the church is God’s
house composed of those who have been born of God...In order to be the
assembly, we need to be sanctified, that is, separated from the world. But to
be a component of the house of God, we need to be born of God. Anyone who
has not been born of God cannot be part of His house, part of His family. (The
Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 2227-2229)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msgs. 161, 363
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WEEK 8 — DAY 3
Morning Nourishment

1 Pet. 2:5 You yourselves also, as living stones, are being built up as a
spiritual house...

Eph. 2:21 In whom all the building, being fitted together, is growing into
a holy temple in the Lord.

According to Paul’s word in 1 Timothy 3:15, the church is the house of God.
The Greek word rendered “house” may also be translated “household.”...The
household, the family, of God is the house of God. The house and the household
are one thing—the assembly that is composed of the believers (Eph. 2:19; Heb.
3:6). The reality of this house as the dwelling place of the living God is in our
spirit (Eph. 2:22). We must live and act in our spirit so that in this house God can
be manifested as the living God. (Life-study of 1 Timothy, second edition, p. 55)

Today’s Reading

As the house of God, the church is the dwelling place of God. Ephesians 2:22
says, “In whom you also are being built together into a dwelling place of God
in spirit.”...Paul is saying that the local saints, the saints in Ephesus, were being
built together in Christ into a dwelling place of God.

The church, the dwelling place of God on earth, is the place in which God can
have His rest and put His trust. In this dwelling place God lives and moves to
accomplish His will and satisfy the desire of His heart.

Because the church is God’s dwelling place, the church is where God expresses
Himself...The kind of person you are is expressed by your house...In His house, His
dwelling place, God expresses Himself on earth. This is the reason 1 Timothy 3:16
reveals that the church is God’s manifestation in the flesh..He wants to practice
His New Testament economy, speak forth His desire, and manifest His glory in the
church. All that He is, all that He is doing, and all that He wants to obtain are to be
manifested, expressed, in the church as His dwelling place.
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Ephesians 2:22 tells us that God’s dwelling place is in the believers’ spirit.
Here Paul says that we are “being built together into a dwelling place of God in
spirit.” This refers to the believers’ regenerated human spirit indwelt by God’s
Holy Spirit. God’s Spirit is the Dweller, not the dwelling place. The dwelling
place is in the believers’ spirit. God’s Spirit dwells in our regenerated spirit.
Therefore, the dwelling place of God is in our spirit. Our spirit is the place of
God’s habitation.

We all need to see clearly that God’s dwelling place is in our spirit, not in our
heart or in our mind. Realizing that we have a spirit and that God dwells in our
regenerated spirit is crucial. If we do not know how to exercise our spirit, it will
be impossible for us to understand anything concerning God’s house, because
this house, the dwelling place of God, is in the believers’ spirit.

The word spiritual [in 1 Peter 2:5] denotes the qualification of the divine life
that lives and grows (v. 2). The house of God subsists mainly by the divine life;
hence, it is a spiritual house.

As believers in Christ, we need to grow and be transformed for the building
up of God'’s spiritual house. God’s goal in the believers is to have a house built
up with spiritual stones, not separated and scattered stones, not even a pile of
stones merely gathered together, but stones built up with one another. Hence,
feeding on Christ by the nourishing milk in the word of God (vv. 2-3) is not only
for growing in life but also for building up. Growing is for building up. Although
the nourishing milk of the word is for the soul through the mind, it eventually
nourishes our spirit, making us not soulish but spiritual, suitable for building
up a spiritual house for God.

The Greek word translated “temple” [in Ephesians 2:21] denotes the
sanctuary, the inner part of the temple. Because God’s building is a living one, it
is growing...into a holy temple. The actual building of the church as the house of
God is by the growth in life of the believers. Furthermore, the entire building of
God’s house as His temple, His sanctuary, is in Christ the Lord. (The Conclusion
of the New Testament, pp. 2229-2231)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 Timothy, msg. 6
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WEEK 8 — DAY 4
Morning Nourishment

John 14:6 Jesus said to him, I am the way and the reality and the life...

17:17 Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth.

In 2 Timothy 2:19 Paul declares, “..The firm foundation of God stands,
having this seal, The Lord knows those who are His, and, Let everyone who
names the name of the Lord depart from unrighteousness.”..The foundation
here does not refer to Christ as the foundation of the church but to the church
as the foundation of the truth [cf. vv. 15, 18, 25]. This corresponds with the
base of the truth, which holds the truth (1 Tim. 3:15), especially the truth of the
resurrection of Christ (Acts 4:33).

The church is built with the divine life in Christ, a life that is indestructible,
unconquerable (Heb. 7:16; Acts 2:24), and able to withstand decline into death
from any source. Hence, the church is the firm foundation of God that stands
forever against any heresy. No matter what kind of heresies may come in or
how extensively the gangrene may spread, this firm foundation stands. (Life-
study of 2 Timothy, second edition, pp. 31-32)

Today’s Reading

The Lord’s recovery is mainly founded upon four pillars: the truth, life, the
church, and the gospel. The reason Christianity is degraded is that it has lost
the truth and is short of life. The Bible tells us that the Lord Himself is the truth
and the life. In John 14:6 the Lord Jesus said, “I am the way and the reality and
the life.” In this verse the reality is the truth. Thus, the Lord said that He Himself
is the life and the truth.

Both the truth and the life are the Lord Himself, but they are two different
aspects of what He is. The difference is that the truth is an outward definition
and explanation, and life is the inward and intrinsic content. The Lord is in us
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as our life, but the experience of life needs an explanation. This explanation
is the truth. If we receive the Lord according to this explanation, we have life.
Hence, in order to experience and enjoy the Lord as life, we must know the
truth. The experience of the Lord as life is contained in the Lord as the truth. If
we are not clear about the truth and do not understand or know the truth, we
will have no way to enjoy the Lord as our life. For this reason we must spend an
adequate amount of time to learn the truth.

The Lord has not left us in darkness. Today all His truths are contained in
the Bible...We must realize that the Bible is a book of life. The reason the Bible
is a book of life is that its entire content is truth. All experienced Christians
confess that no one can enjoy Christ as life if he does not know the Bible or
understand the truth in the Bible..We must come to the Bible to receive the
truth that is in it if we want to receive and enjoy the Lord as life. All the truths
in the Bible are food for our spiritual life. All the knowledge contained in the
Bible is in fact truth, and in this truth, life is concealed. When we read the Bible,
if we study only the letter but not the intrinsic truth within, we will not receive
life. Hence, every Bible reader has to see the truth that is conveyed through the
letter of the Word. Once we see the truth, we will spontaneously touch life. The
Life-studies have been published to help us enter into the depths of the letter of
the Word...The Life-studies bring us into the biblical truths, from which we may
receive the genuine life supply.

Today the Lord’s recovery is a recovery of the truth and of life. We all know
that the decline of Christianity is due to the fact that it has lost both the truth
and life. This loss of the truth and life eventually produced many human
methods and worldly organizations, which are not what the Lord wants. The
Lord does not want any organization or human method. Instead, He wants
His church to know Him as the truth and to receive and enjoy Him as life. The
entire content of the church must be the growth of Christ in us as truth and life.
(CWWL, 1984, vol. 5, “Truth, Life, the Church, and the Gospel—the Four Great
Pillars in the Lord’s Recovery,” pp. 415-416)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1958, vol. 1, “Reading the Bible to See Its True
Meaning and Central Thought,” chs. 2-3
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WEEK 8 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

John 18:37 ...Jesus answered, You say that I am a king. For this I have
been born, and for this I have come into the world, that I would testify to
the truth...

1 Tim. 3:15 ...The house of God, which is the church of the living God, the
pillar and base of the truth.

[ hope that the standard of truth will be constantly raised higher among the
churches in the Lord’s recovery. We cannot remain in the shallow gospel truths
such as peace and prosperity, Christ’s incarnation to save sinners, His crucifixion
to accomplish redemption, and God'’s love for the world. Although these things are
right, they are still elementary, basic, and beginning truths. We must go up to the high
peak..When many people were young, they did not understand such truths as the
essential Spirit, the economical Spirit, or the dispensing of the Triune God, but now
the young people all speak about these things, and their speaking is true and logical.

May we all be able to perfect the young people in the truth and encourage them
to enter into the depths of the Word. This is why we have a burden to recommend
and promote the Life-study messages. (CWWL, 1984, vol. 5, “Truth, Life, the Church,
and the Gospel—the Four Great Pillars in the Lord’s Recovery,” pp. 368-369)

Today’s Reading

Paul speaks [metaphorically] of the church as “the pillar and base of the
truth” [1 Tim. 3:15]. The pillar supports the building, and the base holds the
pillar. The church is such a supporting pillar and holding base of the truth...The
truth is the reality and the contents of God’s New Testament economy. This
economy is composed of two mysteries: Christ as the mystery of God (Col.
2:2) and the church as the mystery of Christ (Eph. 3:4). Christ and the church,
the Head and the Body, are the contents of the reality of God’s New Testament
economy. The church is the supporting pillar and holding base of all these
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realities. A local church should be such a building that holds, bears, and testifies
the truth, the reality, of Christ and the church.

To God, the church has the function to bear all that God is as the reality, the
truth, of the universe...The church is not for holding doctrines but for holding
the reality of all that God is. In the universe, only God is reality; all that He is, is
reality, which is borne by the church. We are here as the church, the house and
household of God, holding the reality of all that God is.

The truth borne by the church is the Triune God, having Christ as the
embodiment, center, and expression, to produce the church as the Body of
Christ, the house of God, and the kingdom of God (Col. 2:9; Eph. 1:22-23;
4:16; 1 Tim. 3:15; John 3:3, 5). The truth, the reality, is Christ, and Christ is the
embodiment of God. The church bears Christ as the reality. The church testifies
to the whole universe that Christ, and Christ alone, is the reality (1:14,17;
14:6). As the pillar and base of the truth, the church bears the reality of the
Triune God.

In Greek the word truth in 1 Timothy 3:15 denotes something real and
solid...However, truth is not simply a solid reality but also the expression of
this reality. Truth is not vain doctrine; it is the expression of reality, doctrine
constituted with reality and conveying that reality. The church is the pillar
bearing the truth, that is, bearing the expression of the reality.

The reality borne by the church is revealed in 1 Timothy 3:16: “Confessedly,
great is the mystery of godliness: He who was manifested in the flesh, / Justified
in the Spirit, / Seen by angels, / Preached among the nations, / Believed on
in the world, / Taken up in glory” The truth in verse 15, the expression of the
reality, is the mystery of godliness in verse 16..The mystery of godliness is God
manifested in the flesh. When Christ was on earth, He was God manifested in
the flesh...God was reality, and Jesus as a man in the flesh was the manifestation
of God. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 3671-3672)

Further Reading: Truth Lessons—Level Three, vol. 4, Isn. 57
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WEEK 8 — DAY 6
Morning Nourishment

Titus 1:1 Paul, a slave of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ according to
the faith of God’s chosen ones and the full knowledge of the truth, which
is according to godliness.

1 Tim. 2:4 Who desires all men to be saved and to come to the full
knowledge of the truth.

Reality comes from knowledge of the Bible plus heavenly enlightenment and
personal experience...To see the reality, we first need to spend time in the Word
to be nourished and to become familiar with the doctrines of the Bible. The
basis for enlightening is our knowledge of the doctrines. Then we need to daily
walk in Christ, looking to Him for enlightenment...Once we see the reality by
the Lord’s light, the reality will become our experience. Then we will have life
and truth.

When every brother and sister is full of life and truth, the church will be
strong as the house of the living God and the pillar and base of the truth. This is
what is needed in the Lord’s recovery today. May the Lord have mercy upon us
all and grant us the sufficient grace to have the proper practice to be filled with
life and truth. (CWWL, 1978, vol. 3, “The Recovery of Christ as Everything in the
Church,” pp. 287-288)

Today’s Reading

First Timothy 3:15 says that the church is the pillar and base of the truth.
The pillar and base of the truth is the entire church, including all the saints, not
only the elders and leading ones. In ancient times buildings were supported
by pillars or columns, each of which rested on a base. Paul referred to this
architectural feature to illustrate that the church is the pillar and base to bear
the truth. Most of the saints probably do not have a deep sensation that they
are responsible to bear the truth.
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To understand what it means to bear the truth, we may consider the example
of Paul in Galatians 2:11-14. Peter’s shrinking back from eating with the
Gentiles was contrary to the truth of the gospel, and Paul saw this...Compared
to Peter, Paul was a young apostle. However, Paul saw that Peter did something
contrary to the truth. Perhaps if we had been in Paul’s place, we would not have
rebuked Peter...Paul, however, wrote, “When Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed
him to his face because he stood condemned” (v. 11). Paul rebuked Peter, for
although Peter was older and more experienced, at that instant Peter was doing
something that was not according to the truth. Paul was thus bearing the truth;
he was a pillar and base of the truth.

The Bible does not say that the apostles are the pillar and base of the truth.
Rather, [it] reveals that the church, which includes every believer, must bear the
truth. If every saint does not bear the truth, the church will not be strong but
will merely be a group of people who do not know and practice the truth but
leave everything to the elders. This is a poor church.

While a brother is speaking, all the saints need to discern whether or not
he is speaking according to the truth [cf. 1 Cor. 14:29]. If what he speaks is
not according to the truth, every saint should be ready to stand up and say
something to uphold the truth...In order for the church to be strong, every
brother and sister must know the truth.

Paul refers to “the church of the living God, the pillar and base of the
truth” [1 Tim. 3:15]...The church being the pillar and base of the truth implies
that every member of the church should know the truth. We need to make a
decision to learn the truth...For the sake of the spreading of the church to new
localities, there is a need of leading ones, some who can bear responsibility...If
we learn the truth and practice the truth in the daily church life, every
member will be able to bear some responsibility. Then wherever we spread,
there will be no problems; every local church will be strong. (CWWL, 1978,
vol. 2, “Crucial Principles for the Christian Life and the Church Life,” pp. 618,
620)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1978, vol. 2, “Crucial Principles for the Christian
Life and the Church Life,” chs. 7-8
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In daily walk and in our meetings too
Meetings — Christ as the Center
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But tis for  Christ a - lone we're ga ther - ing.

2. Christ is the way and Christ the light of life,
In Him we walk and by Him we are led;
Christ is the living water and the food,;

Of Him we drink and we with Him are fed.

3. Christ is the truth, *tis Him we testify,
Christ is the life, ’tis Him we minister;
Christ is the Lord, ’tis Him we magnify,
Christ is the Head, and we exalt Him here.

4. Christ is the All in all to God and man—
With Him both we and God are satisfied;
Christ, the reality within the Church—
By Him are life and numbers multiplied.

5. By all the hymns and prayers we offer here,
Christ the reality we would express;
All the activities in fellowship—
Christ thus in operation manifest.

6. ’Tis in His Name we meet, in Spirit act,
With nothing in our mind to formalize;
"Tis by His pow’r we pray, in unction praise,
And with Himself in spirit exercise.

7. All things forgetting, cleaving unto Christ,
Applying Him until maturity;
Let us count everything but loss for Him,
For Him, our All in all, eternally.



Composition for prophecy with main point and sub-points:
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