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Message Nine

The Function of the Church (2)
The Corporate Manifestation of God in the Flesh

Hymns: 976

Scripture Reading: 1 Tim. 3:15-16; John 1:1, 14; Col. 2:9; 1 Cor. 6:17;
7:25, 40

§ Day 1 & Day 2

I. God's manifestation was first in Christ as an individual
expression in the flesh—1 Tim. 3:16; Col. 2:9; John 1:1, 14:

A.The New Testament does not say that only the Son of God was incarnated;
it reveals that God was manifested in the flesh—1 Tim. 3:15-16:

1. God was manifested in the flesh not only as the Son but as the entire God—
the Father, the Son, and the Spirit.

2. The entire God and not only God the Son was incarnated; hence, Christ in His
incarnation was the entire God manifested in the flesh:

a.In His ministry in the stage of incarnation, Christ brought the infinite
God into the finite man; in Christ, the infinite God and the finite man
became one—John 8:58; 7:6; 12:24.

b.Through incarnation the divine incorporation—God in His Divine
Trinity coinhering mutually and working together as one—was
brought into humanity; Christ is therefore the incorporation of the
Triune God with the tripartite man—14:10-11.
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B.The Word, who is God, became flesh—1:1, 14:

1. Became flesh (v. 14) means in the likeness, in the fashion, of man—Rom. 8:3;
Phil. 2:7-8.

2.In the form of a man Christ appeared to people, yet He was God manifested in
a man—?2 Cor. 5:16.

3.The God who the Word is, is not a partial God but the entire God—God the
Son, God the Father, and God the Spirit.

4.The Word is God's definition, explanation, and expression; hence, the
Word who became flesh—God manifested in the flesh—is God's definition,
explanation, and expression in the flesh—]John 1:18.

C. In Christ dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily—Col. 2:9:

1. All the fullness of the Godhead refers to the entire Godhead, to the complete God.

2.Since the Godhead comprises the Father, the Son, and the Spirit, the fullness
of the Godhead must be the fullness of the Father, the Son, and the Spirit.

3. That all the fullness of the Godhead dwells in Christ bodily means that the
Triune God is embodied in Him—]John 14:10.

4. As the embodiment of the fullness of the Godhead, Christ is not only the Son
of God but also the entire God.

§ Day 3 & Day 4

II. First Timothy 3:15-16 indicates that not only Christ Himself as
the Head is the manifestation of God in the flesh but also that
the church as the Body of Christ and the house of God is the
manifestation of God in the flesh—the mystery of godliness:

A.Godliness in verse 16 refers not only to piety but also to the living
of God in the church, that is, God as life lived out in the church to be
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expressed:

1. Both Christ and the church are the mystery of godliness, expressing God in
the flesh.

2. The church life is the expression of God; therefore, the mystery of godliness is
the living of a proper church—1 Cor. 16; 14:24-25.

§ Day 5 & Day 6

B.God is manifested in the church—the house of God and the Body of
Christ—as the enlarged corporate expression in the flesh—Eph. 2:19;
1:22-23:

1. The manifestation of God in the flesh began with Christ when He was on
earth—John 14:9.

2. The manifestation of God in the flesh continues with the church, which is the
increase, enlargement, and multiplication of the manifestation of God in the
flesh—1 Tim. 3:15-16.

C. When a church is taken care of according to what is written in 1 Timothy
1—3, the church will function as the house of the living God for His move
on earth and as the pillar and base of the truth, bearing the reality of
Christ and His Body—3:15.

D.Such a church becomes the continuation of Christ's manifestation of God
in the flesh—Christ lived out of the church as the manifestation of God—
Eph. 5:32.

E. This is God manifested in the flesh in a wider way according to the New
Testament principle of incarnation—1 Cor. 7:40; Gal. 2:20:

1. The principle of incarnation is that God enters into man and mingles Himself
with man to make man one with Himself; thus, God is in man, and man is in
God—John 15:4-5.

2. The principle of incarnation means that divinity is brought into humanity and

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (October 2023) - Week 9 Outline - Page 3



& NMEIET—HFIN 17 0 £ 40 0 $2R70U 1 -

3 BRI R AGLE » MR A an I B E R
B EEE S N4 A E R R A o (R L
EA—E % > EE— 4SRRI 17 =20

4 (REEESMRET R > B EshR AR R RIEE

a TRV R RIELInHR 2 -8Ry R RIAEE © S5
NSRRI —— A5 — A& -

b EMFICE AR E R —(E A8
B RS BRI EEMNER
tBFHFALE -

¢ WERIFIHA EZE - WX TTZRIIT
A HET SRR TR KB E—
N 17 e

N WEMARK BT R R BHA, FIEALEL G
FalE i B (2 RAEMR L) REM, UEAE—
BB 2 ay v A, (&P B AR E—RB A3, —3~
4, #v9 24,

X B#, AEBAAFIBRA, A EEEA
I AT TR Z— AP AR AT R AT H B AR TR A
B E—A—_—1~2, 10~ 11,

O =FtHAEKEEEREESRTIIMRE IOBME—SF 48

works with humanity—1 Cor. 6:17; 7:40; 1 Tim. 4:1.

3.The New Testament principle of incarnation is that, in Christ and through
Christ, the divine life and nature are mingled with the human life and nature
so that we and God may have one life and one living—1 Cor. 6:17; Gal. 2:20.

4. Paul wrote 1 Corinthians 7 in the principle of incarnation:

a. The principle in verse 10 is the same as that in Galatians 2:20: the
principle of incarnation—two persons living as one person.

b.In verses 25 and 40 of 1 Corinthians 7 we see the spirituality of a
person who is so one with the Lord and permeated with Him that
even his opinion expresses the Lord's mind.

c. If we are saturated with the Spirit, what we express will be our
thought, but it will also be something of the Lord because we are one
with Him—6:17.

F. The great mystery of godliness is that God has become man so that man
may become God in life and nature but not in the Godhead to produce a
corporate God-man for the manifestation of God in the flesh—Rom. 8:3;
1:3-4; Eph. 4:24.

G.Ultimately, God will be manifested in the New Jerusalem as the
consummated corporate expression of the processed and consummated
Triune God in the new heaven and new earth—Rev. 21:1-2, 10-11.
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WEEK 9 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

1 Tim. 3:16 And confessedly, great is the mystery of godliness: He
who was manifested in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen by angels,
preached among the nations, believed on in the world, taken up in glory.

John 1:14 And the Word became flesh and tabernacled among us (and
we beheld His glory, glory as of the only Begotten from the Father)...

The word godliness in 1 Timothy 3:16 means “God-likeness.” Hence, this
verse indicates that human beings may have the appearance, the expression, and
the manifestation of God. In the context of this verse, the phrase the mystery of
godliness means that God in His mystery can be manifested and expressed in the
flesh, in human beings. Godliness is God manifested in the flesh; the mystery of
godliness is God manifested in human beings. The transition from the mystery
of godliness to He implies that Christ as the manifestation of God in the flesh is
the mystery of godliness (Col. 1:27; Gal. 2:20).

God’s manifestation was first in Christ as an individual expression in the
flesh (1 Tim. 3:16; Col. 2:9; John 1:1, 14). The New Testament does not say that
only the Son of God was incarnated. Rather, it reveals that God was manifested
in the flesh, indicating that the entire God—the Father, the Son, and the Spirit—
was incarnated. Therefore, Christ in His incarnation was the entire God
manifested in the flesh. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 3661-3662)

Today’s Reading

The Word, who is God, became flesh (John 1:1, 14)...The Word is God’s
definition, explanation, and expression. Hence, the Word who became flesh—
God manifested in the flesh— is God’s definition, explanation, and expression
in the flesh (v. 18). God was manifested in the flesh not only as the Son but as
the entire Triune God—the Father, the Son, and the Spirit.
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The expression in the flesh means in the likeness, in the fashion, of man (Rom.
8:3; Phil. 2:7-8). Christ appeared to people in the form of man (2 Cor. 5:16), yet
He was God manifested in a man. Christ lived in His humanity on the earth to
express God for thirty-three and a half years. He is God manifested in the flesh (1
Tim. 3:16).

When He lived on earth as the God-man, He did not live by His human life
but by His divine life. He lived a human life not by His humanity but by His
divinity. He lived as a God-man yet not by the life of man but by the life of
God. Hence, His human living was not lived out by the human life but by the
divine life. He lived by always rejecting His human life, by always putting His
human life under the cross...His human living did not express humanity but
divinity in the divine attributes becoming the human virtues. This is what
Paul meant in 1 Timothy 3 when he spoke of Christ as God manifested in the
flesh (v. 16).

The incarnation of Christ produced a God-man who lived on the earth not
by His human life but by His divine life. All His days on earth, He put Himself
on the cross. He remained on the cross to die so that He might live by God, not
to express man but to express God in His divine attributes becoming man'’s
virtues. This was the life of the first God-man as a prototype. Since today we
are His reproduction, we should live the same kind of life. To follow Jesus is
to live the life of a God-man, not by the human life but by the divine life, in
order that God may be expressed, or manifested, in the flesh in all His divine
attributes becoming the human virtues. This is the intrinsic significance of
what it is to follow Christ. As God-men, we need to live a life not by ourselves
but by another One, not by our human life but by His divine life, not to
express ourselves but to express His divinity in His divine attributes which
become our human virtues. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 3662-
3663)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 363
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WEEK 9 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

Col. 2:9 For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily.

John 14:10 Do you not believe that | am in the Father and the Father is
in Me?...

God’s good pleasure, God’s heart’s desire, is to have many sons for the
expression of His Son so that He may be expressed in the Son through the
Spirit. For this purpose, God has manifested Himself, first in Christ as an
individual expression in the flesh and then in the church, the Body of Christ,
as the enlarged corporate expression in the flesh. Ultimately, God will be
manifested in the New Jerusalem as the consummated corporate expression in
the new heaven and new earth.

In Colossians 2:9 “fullness” does not refer to the riches of God; instead,
it refers to the expression of the riches of God. What dwells in Christ is the
expression of the riches of what God is. We need to see that the fullness of the
Godhead is the expression of the Godhead and that this expression is in Christ
individually. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 127)

Today’s Reading

Christ is the embodiment of the fullness of the Godhead. This means that
the fullness of the Triune God dwells in Christ in a bodily form. The fact that the
fullness of the Godhead dwells in Christ bodily means that it dwells in Him in a
way that is both real and practical. This implies the physical body which Christ
put on in His humanity. It indicates that all the fullness of the Godhead dwells
in Christ as the One who has a human body. Before His incarnation, the fullness
of the Godhead dwelt in Him as the eternal Word, but it did not dwell in Him
bodily. After He became incarnate, the fullness of the Godhead began to dwell
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in Him in a bodily way. Thus, He is the manifestation of God, the individual
expression of God, in the flesh.

John 1:1 and 14 also reveal that God was manifested in Christ as an
individual expression in the flesh. Verse 1 says, “In the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” In verse 14, this
Word, which is God, became flesh. This refers to the incarnated Christ. In the
beginning He was not only with God, but He is the very God. The incarnated
Christ is God manifested in the flesh (1 Tim. 3:16).

God being manifested in the flesh is God living a human life...The Lord Jesus
was a real, perfect man to express the complete God. He was God manifested
in the flesh to express the eternal, infinite, invisible, glorious, omnipotent,
omniscient, and omnipresent God through the mortal, finite, visible, inglorious
man, limited in power, knowledge, and presence. Mortal is versus eternal, finite
is versus infinite, visible is versus invisible, and inglorious is versus glorious.
God is all-powerful, all-knowing, and present everywhere, but man is limited in
power, knowledge, and presence.

When the Lord Jesus was on the earth, He expressed the divine attributes
as His human virtues in all His actions. That expression of His virtues was the
manifestation of God in the flesh. Outwardly, people saw Him as Jesus from
Nazareth, but He was God manifested in the flesh..When the Lord left the
things in the tomb in good order, this was...a testimony of His resurrection
(John 20:7). When we exercise our spirit and do things in resurrection, this is a
display of our Christian virtues. These Christian virtues are expressions of the
divine attributes and are the manifestation of God in the flesh.

If we do things in resurrection, many virtues will be exhibited, and those
virtues will be the expression of the divine attributes. Thus, what we do will be
a manifestation of God in the flesh. In the church life God should be manifested
in the flesh. Even though we are in the flesh, we should not live by the flesh. We
should live in and by resurrection so that God may live in our living, making us
Him in His attributes as our virtues for His manifestation. (The Conclusion of
the New Testament, pp. 127-128, 3663-3664)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msgs. 13, 161, 208
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WEEK 9 — DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

1 Cor. 14:24-25 But if all prophesy and some unbeliever or unlearned
person enters, he is convicted by all, he is examined by all; the secrets of
his heart become manifest; and so falling on his face, he will worship God,
declaring that indeed God is among you.

First Timothy 3:16 begins with, “And confessedly, great is the mystery of
godliness.” The conjunction and in verse 16 indicates that Paul has not finished
speaking about the church in verse 15...[The church] is the house of the living
God and the pillar and base of the truth. Paul’s use of the conjunction at the
beginning of verse 16 indicates that the church is something even more than
the house of the living God and the pillar and base of the truth. The church is
also the mystery of godliness. (Life-study of 1 Timothy, second edition, p. 56)

Today’s Reading

Godliness refers to God expressed. What are we doing in the church life?
We are expressing God. Human beings may not realize this adequately, but
the angels recognize it and appreciate it. When the Lord Jesus was born, a
host of angels praised God (Luke 2:10-14). If the angels rejoiced at the birth
of the Lord Jesus in Bethlehem, the city of David, will they not also rejoice to
see God manifested in the church, which is Christ’s increase and enlargement?
Furthermore, when the Lord Jesus, living out God and manifesting Him on
earth, confronted the demons, the demons cried out. In at least one case they
begged the Lord Jesus not to send them into the abyss (8:31)..No doubt when
the church is living out God and manifesting Him, the demons and the evil
angels will be terrified. Every local church must be a place where Christ is born
anew in the saints. Furthermore, every local church must live out God in such
a way that the devil’s time is shortened. On the one hand, when the churches
come up to God’s standard, the angels will sing and rejoice; on the other hand,
the demons and the evil angels will tremble.
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He [in 1 Timothy 3:16] refers to Christ, who was God manifested in the flesh
as the mystery of godliness. The transition from the mystery of godliness to
He implies that Christ as the manifestation of God in the flesh is the mystery
of godliness (Col. 1:27; Gal. 2:20). This mystery of godliness is the living of a
proper church, and such a living is also the manifestation of God in the flesh.

The first part of 1 Timothy 3:16 speaks of a matter—the mystery of
godliness...The fact that Paul says “He who” implies that the mystery of
godliness is a person and not merely a matter...This person is Christ as the Head
with His Body.

Through incarnation and human living (John 1:1, 14), God was manifested
in the flesh. In the flesh means in the likeness, in the fashion, of man (Rom. 8:3;
Phil. 2:7-8). Christ appeared to people in the form of man (2 Cor. 5:16), yet He
was God manifested in man.

Christ was also “justified in the Spirit."...The incarnated Christ in His
human living was not only vindicated as the Son of God by the Spirit (Matt.
3:16-17; Rom. 1:3-4) but also justified, proved, and approved as right and
righteous by the Spirit (Matt. 3:15-16; 4:1). He was manifested in the flesh
but was vindicated and justified in the Spirit. He appeared in the flesh,
but He lived in the Spirit (Luke 4:1, 14; Matt. 12:28) and offered Himself
to God through the Spirit (Heb. 9:14). His transfiguration (Matt. 17:2)
and His resurrection are both justifications in the Spirit. Furthermore, in
resurrection He even became the life-giving Spirit (1 Cor. 15:45; 2 Cor. 3:17)
to dwell and live in us (Rom. 8:9-10) for the manifestation of God in the flesh
as the mystery of godliness. Hence, now we know Him and His members no
longer according to the flesh but according to the Spirit (2 Cor. 5:16). Since
the manifestation of God in the flesh is justified in the Spirit, and the Spirit
is one with our spirit (Rom. 8:16), we must live and behave in our spirit that
this justification may be accomplished. (Life-study of 1 Timothy, 2nd edition,
pp- 57-58)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 Timothy, msg. 6
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WEEK 9 — DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 2:19 So then you are no longer strangers and sojourners, but you
are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God.

1:22-23 And He subjected all things under His feet and gave Him to be
Head over all things to the church, which is His Body, the fullness of the
One who fills all in all.

[In 1 Timothy 3:16] Paul also says “seen by angels.” Angels saw the
incarnation, human living, and ascension of Christ (Luke 2:9-14; Matt. 4:11;
Acts 1:10-11; Rev. 5:6, 11-12).

Christ was also preached among the nations. Christ as God’s manifestation
in the flesh has been preached as the gospel among the nations, including the
nation of Israel, from the day of Pentecost (Rom. 16:26; Eph. 3:8).

Furthermore, Christ has been “believed on in the world.” Christ as the
embodiment of God in the flesh has been believed on, received as Savior and
life, by people in the world (Acts 13:48). (Life-study of 1 Timothy, second
edition, pp. 58-59)

Today’s Reading

Paul concludes 1 Timothy 3:16 with the phrase taken up in glory. This refers
to Christ’s ascension into glory (Mark 16:19; Acts 1:9-11; 2:33; Phil. 2:9).
According to the sequence of historical events, Christ’s ascension preceded His
being preached among the nations. However, it is listed here as the last step in
Christ’s being the manifestation of God in the flesh. This must indicate that the
church too is taken up in glory. Hence, it implies that not only Christ Himself as
the Head but also the church as the Body are the manifestation of God in the
flesh. When a church is well taken care of according to the instructions given
in the first two chapters of 1 Timothy, with the oversight of the episcopate and
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the service of the deacons fully established, as revealed in chapter 3, the church
will function as the house and household of the living God for His move on
the earth, and as the supporting pillar and holding base of the truth, bearing
the divine reality of Christ and His Body as a testimony to the world. Then the
church becomes the continuation of Christ as the manifestation of God in the
flesh. This is the great mystery of godliness—Christ lived out of the church as
the manifestation of God in the flesh!

Although Christ was taken up in glory (Acts 1) before the preaching of Him
began in Acts 2, Paul mentions this last, not only after the preaching but even
after being believed on in the world. This indicates that “taken up in glory”
may include not only the ascension of Christ but also the rapture of the church.
The Head, Christ, was taken up before the preaching of Him began; however,
the Body, the church, will be taken up only after Christ has been preached
and believed on in the world. Therefore, in 1 Timothy 3:16 there is a definite
indication that this verse refers not only to the Head as the manifestation of
God in the flesh but also to the Body as the continuation of this manifestation.
This is indeed logical, for how can a person’s head function in isolation from his
body? The Head, Christ, has been taken up in glory, and the Body, the church,
will also be taken up in glory. Both the Head and the Body are the mystery of
godliness. This is the manifestation of God in the flesh. (Life-study of 1 Timothy,
second edition, pp. 59-60)

In order for the church to be the manifestation of God in the flesh, we must
live not by our self but by God. If we live by God and take God as our living and
our person, then when we come together, it will be the manifestation of God in
the flesh.

The church is a group of people who have been redeemed and regenerated
and who live by God. God is their life, their nature, their person, and their
living; when they come together, all the angels will say, “Confessedly, great
is the mystery of godliness: He who was manifested in the flesh.” This is the
church. (CWWL, 1977, vol. 3, “The Subjective Truths in the Holy Scriptures,” pp.
180-181)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1963, vol. 1, pp. 227-234
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WEEK 9 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 5:32 This mystery is great, but | speak with regard to Christ and the
church.

1 Cor. 6:17 But he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit.

Not only Christ Himself as the Head is the manifestation of God in the
flesh but also...the church as the Body of Christ and the house of God is the
manifestation of God in the flesh— the mystery of godliness. According to
the context, godliness in 1 Timothy 3:16 refers not only to piety but also to
the living of God in the church, that is, to God as life lived out in the church.
Both Christ and the church are the mystery of godliness, expressing God in
the flesh..The mystery of godliness is the living of a proper church (1 Cor.
14:24-25). God is manifested in the church—the house of God and the Body of
Christ—as His enlarged corporate expression in the flesh (Eph. 2:19; 1:22-23).
(The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 3664)

Today’s Reading

The manifestation of God in the flesh began with Christ when He was
on earth (John 14:9). The manifestation of God in the flesh continues with
the church, which is the increase, enlargement, and multiplication of the
manifestation of God in the flesh (1 Tim. 3:15-16)...This is God manifested
in the flesh in a wider way according to the New Testament principle of
incarnation (1 Cor. 7:40; Gal. 2:20). The principle of incarnation is that God
enters into man and mingles Himself with man to make man one with Himself
(John 15:4-5). The principle of incarnation means that divinity is brought into
humanity and works within humanity (1 Cor. 6:17; 7:40; 1 Tim. 4:1). The great
mystery of godliness is that God has become man so that man may become God
in life and nature but not in the Godhead to produce a corporate God-man for
the manifestation of God in the flesh (Rom. 8:3; 1:3-4; Eph. 4:24).
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Although we were sinners, we have been redeemed out of our sinful position
and sinful situation...God has imparted Himself into us, making us one with
Him and also making Him one with us. First Corinthians 6:17 says, “He who is
joined to the Lord is one spirit.” This is the great mystery of godliness—God
manifested in the flesh. We are the same as God in the divine life, the divine
nature, the divine element, and the divine essence but not in the Godhead...God
is manifested in the flesh, but we need to realize that God can never be
manifested by the flesh. The flesh is merely the earthen vessel...The key to
God’s manifestation in us is our spirit.

In 1 Timothy 4:7 Paul goes on to tell us that we should exercise ourselves
unto godliness. To exercise ourselves unto godliness is to exercise our spirit
so that we may express the mystery of godliness—God manifested in the
flesh. This is indicated by Paul’s words in 2 Timothy 1:6-7, which says, “..God
has...given us a spirit...of power and of love and of sobermindedness.” Second
Timothy 4:22 tells us that the Lord is with our spirit. Since the Lord Jesus as
the mystery of godliness is in our spirit, in order to express and practice this
mystery, we need to exercise ourselves unto godliness by exercising our spirit.

Before we do anything, we should exercise our spirit. Then our spirit will
lead us, and whatever we do will be godliness, God manifested in the flesh.
This is the exercise unto godliness...Therefore, we must live, walk, have our
daily life, and have our whole being according to our spirit (Rom. 8:4). Paul
exhorted Timothy to pray for those “who are in high position, that we may
lead a quiet and tranquil life in all godliness and gravity” (1 Tim. 2:2). If
we are godly, it will affect the choice of pictures we hang in our bedroom,
the kind of clothes that we wear, our hair style, and our conversation. The
inward life of godliness has an outward expression. Such a manifestation
of godliness is a testimony and has an impact on those who meet us. In
whatever we say, whatever we do, whatever we wear, there should be
an impression that God is manifested in us. (The Conclusion of the New
Testament, pp. 3664-3666)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1977, vol. 3, “The Subjective Truths in the Holy
Scriptures,” ch. 8
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WEEK 9 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

Rev. 21:2 And | saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.

11 Having the glory of God...

We need to exercise ourselves unto the manifestation of God in our flesh
in all things. Paul compares exercise unto godliness to bodily exercise [1 Tim.
4:7-8]. Physical exercise benefits our health, but it is profitable only for a little.
It does not compare to the profit of exercise unto godliness. Exercise unto
godliness is profitable for all things.

After George Muller was saved, he became a godly man. The first thing he
did every morning was to read the Bible and pray, mingling his prayer with the
reading of the Word. Miiller’s practice to combine his prayer with his reading of
the Word of God no doubt contributed to his long life. The word of God washes
away our worries and anxieties and brings us joy. Practicing to receive the joy
of God every day through reading and praying over the Word will help us to
be healthy both spiritually and physically. (CWWL, 1978, vol. 3, “The Healthy
Word,” p. 194)

Today’s Reading

We can pray, “Lord, I am weak, but You are within me. Lord, help me,
strengthen me, stand with me, and empower me to exercise myself unto
godliness in all things.” In cutting our hair, we can exercise ourselves unto
godliness. In buying a pair of shoes, we can pray, “Lord, is this pair of shoes
suitable for the manifestation of God?” We need to pray, “Lord, does hanging
this picture in my living room manifest God?” If we pray in this way, the
Lord will speak to us and lead us in living a godly life. This is to exercise
ourselves unto godliness. (CWWL, 1978, vol. 3, “The Healthy Word,” pp.
194-195)
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In the church life there should be the manifestation of God in the flesh. In
order for this to be the situation, there must be in the church the glorious union
of God and man. Inwardly, we should have God, but God is manifested in the
flesh through a normal and proper humanity. All those in the church life— the
brothers and the sisters, the elderly ones and the young ones—should behave
in a way that is normal and fitting for their respective ages. Instead of pretense,
there should be a genuineness that is both human and divine.

The church as the house of God is the living God becoming flesh and being
manifested in the flesh. In the four Gospels God was manifested in the flesh
in Jesus as a single individual. But in 1 Timothy 3 God’s manifestation in the
flesh is in the entire church corporately. Not only is Christ the great mystery of
godliness, but in principle the church is also God manifested in the flesh.

Christ is the manifestation of God in the flesh, but so is the church..When
we meet together in the Spirit, God is manifested among us; this is the
manifestation of God in the flesh. Just as Christ the Head is the manifestation of
God in the flesh, so also is His Body. If the whole church is gathered together in
a proper way, and an unbeliever comes in, “falling on his face, he will worship
God, declaring that indeed God is among you” (1 Cor. 14:23-25). God’s presence
is known whenever the church meets together properly. We admit that we are
still flesh, but the God who lives in our spirit will be manifested, expressed,
in our flesh. This manifestation must be not merely individual but corporate.
Because the proper church life is the corporate manifestation of God in the
flesh, the church of the living God is the consummate mystery of godliness. For
the church to be the corporate expression of God in the flesh, everyone in the
church must be transformed (2 Cor. 3:18).

The church as the manifestation of God in the flesh is the house of God, but
the New Jerusalem will be the city of God, signifying that the New Jerusalem,
as the manifestation of God in the new creation, will be the enlargement and
consummation of the church to express God in eternity. (The Conclusion of the
New Testament, pp. 3666-3667)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1978, vol. 3, “The Healthy Word,” ch. 5
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5.8 5 1 ‘ 5 4 ‘ 3.5 4 2 ‘ 1 - — — H 2. God with man completely blended, 4. 'Tis th’ eternal golden lampstand,
- ~ \ Mystery of godliness. Holding Christ, the lamp of light;
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— i AsEarHEE, KR, SRR Bl i a vessel universal "Tis the uﬁimate expressifn_
= BB R, = % ) . .
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mEAZH®R EALEH, B 22 2 M 155 5. As the pearls and stones most precious,
RE TS R — b ) g, U AR A Y T K To His image they’re conformed:
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Composition for prophecy with main point and sub-points:
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