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Message Four 

Knowing Christ and the Power of His Resurrection 
JL Hymns: 639 

Scripture Reading: Phil. 3:10, 12-14; John 11:25; Acts 2:24; 2 Cor. 1:8-9; Rev. 1:17b-18; 2:8 
Phil 3:10 To know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being 

conformed to His death, 
Phil 3:12 Not that I have already obtained or am already perfected, but I pursue, if even I may lay hold of 

that for which I also have been laid hold of by Christ Jesus. 
Phil 3:13 Brothers, I do not account of myself to have laid hold; but one thing I do: Forgetting the things 

which are behind and stretching forward to the things which are before, 
Phil 3:14 I pursue toward the goal for the prize to which God in Christ Jesus has called me upward. 
John 11:25 Jesus said to her, I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes into Me, even if he should 

die, shall live; 
Acts 2:24 Whom God has raised up, having loosed the pangs of death, since it was not possible for Him to 

be held by it. 
2 Cor 1:8 For we do not want you to be ignorant, brothers, of our affliction which befell us in Asia, that we 

were excessively burdened, beyond our power, so that we despaired even of living. 
2 Cor 1:9 Indeed we ourselves had the response of death in ourselves, that we should not base our 

confidence on ourselves but on God, who raises the dead; 
Rev 1:17b …and He placed His right hand on me, saying, Do not fear; I am the First and the Last 
Rev 1:18 And the living One; and I became dead, and behold, I am living forever and ever; and I have the 

keys of death and of Hades. 
Rev 2:8 And to the messenger of the church in Smyrna write: These things says the First and the Last, 

who became dead and lived again: 
 

I. Paul aspired to know Christ—Phil. 3:10: 
Phil 3:10 To know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being 

conformed to His death, 

A. In the book of Philippians, the central matter is the subjective knowledge and experience of 

Christ—2:2, 5; 3:7-10; 4:10, 13. 
Phil 2:2 Make my joy full, that you think the same thing, having the same love, joined in soul, 

thinking the one thing, 
Phil 2:5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus, 
Phil 3:7 But what things were gains to me, these I have counted as loss on account of Christ. 
Phil 3:8 But moreover I also count all things to be loss on account of the excellency of the 

knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, on account of whom I have suffered the loss of 
all things and count them as refuse that I may gain Christ 

Phil 3:9 And be found in Him, not having my own righteousness which is out of the law, but that 
which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is out of God and based on faith, 

Phil 3:10 To know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, 
being conformed to His death, 

Phil 4:10 But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly because now at length you have caused your 
thinking for me to blossom anew; for which matter you had indeed taken thought, but 
lacked opportunity. 

Phil 4:13 I am able to do all things in Him who empowers me. 

B. To have the excellency of the knowledge of Christ in Philippians 3:8 is by revelation, but to 

know Him in verse 10 is by experience. 
Phil 3:8 But moreover I also count all things to be loss on account of the excellency of the 

knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, on account of whom I have suffered the loss of 
all things and count them as refuse that I may gain Christ 

Phil 3:10 To know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, 
being conformed to His death, 

C. The excellency of the knowledge of Christ is the excellency of Christ realized by us—v. 8. 
Phil 3:8 But moreover I also count all things to be loss on account of the excellency of the 

knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, on account of whom I have suffered the loss of 
all things and count them as refuse that I may gain Christ 
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D. Paul first received the revelation of Christ, then sought the experience of Christ—to know 

and enjoy Christ in an experiential way. 

E. The word know in Philippians 3:10 is equal to experience: 
Phil 3:10 To know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, 

being conformed to His death, 

1. To know Christ means to experience Him, to enjoy Him, to participate in Him, and to 

partake of Him—vv. 9-10. 
Phil 3:9 And be found in Him, not having my own righteousness which is out of the law, 

but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is out of God 
and based on faith, 

Phil 3:10 To know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His 
sufferings, being conformed to His death, 

2. To know Christ is thus to apprehend Him by experiencing Him—v. 8. 
Phil 3:8 But moreover I also count all things to be loss on account of the excellency of 

the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, on account of whom I have suffered 
the loss of all things and count them as refuse that I may gain Christ 

F. To know Christ is not merely to have the knowledge concerning Him but to gain His very 

person—v. 8; 2 Cor. 2:10; cf. Col. 2:9, 16-17: 
Phil 3:8 But moreover I also count all things to be loss on account of the excellency of the 

knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, on account of whom I have suffered the loss of 
all things and count them as refuse that I may gain Christ 

2 Cor 2:10 But whom you forgive anything, I also forgive; for also what I have forgiven, if I have 
forgiven anything, it is for your sake in the person of Christ; 

Col 2:9 For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily, 
Col 2:16 Let no one therefore judge you in eating and in drinking or in respect of a feast or of a 

new moon or of the Sabbath, 
Col 2:17 Which are a shadow of the things to come, but the body is of Christ. 

1. To gain something requires the paying of a price—Phil. 3:7-8. 
Phil 3:7 But what things were gains to me, these I have counted as loss on account of 

Christ. 
Phil 3:8 But moreover I also count all things to be loss on account of the excellency of 

the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, on account of whom I have suffered 
the loss of all things and count them as refuse that I may gain Christ 

2. To gain Christ is to experience, enjoy, and take possession of His unsearchable riches 

by paying a price—Eph. 3:8; cf. Rev. 3:18. 
Eph 3:8 To me, less than the least of all saints, was this grace given to announce to the 

Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ as the gospel 
Rev 3:18 I counsel you to buy from Me gold refined by fire that you may be rich, and 

white garments that you may be clothed and that the shame of your nakedness 
may not be manifested, and eyesalve to anoint your eyes that you may see. 

3. The Christian life is a life of gaining Christ in His all-inclusiveness—Eph. 3:8: 
Eph 3:8 To me, less than the least of all saints, was this grace given to announce to the 

Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ as the gospel 

a. Even though Paul had experienced and gained Christ tremendously, he did not 

consider that he had experienced Him in full or gained Him to the uttermost—

Phil. 3:12. 
Phil 3:12 Not that I have already obtained or am already perfected, but I pursue, if 

even I may lay hold of that for which I also have been laid hold of by 
Christ Jesus. 

b. Paul was still advancing toward the goal—the gaining of Christ to the fullest 

extent—vv. 12-14. 
Phil 3:12 Not that I have already obtained or am already perfected, but I pursue, if 

even I may lay hold of that for which I also have been laid hold of by 
Christ Jesus. 

Phil 3:13 Brothers, I do not account of myself to have laid hold; but one thing I do: 
Forgetting the things which are behind and stretching forward to the 
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things which are before, 
Phil 3:14 I pursue toward the goal for the prize to which God in Christ Jesus has 

called me upward. 

4. In order to gain Christ to the fullest extent, Paul not only forsook his experience in 

Judaism but also would not linger in his past experiences of Christ—vv. 7-8, 13: 
Phil 3:7 But what things were gains to me, these I have counted as loss on account of 

Christ. 
Phil 3:8 But moreover I also count all things to be loss on account of the excellency of 

the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, on account of whom I have suffered 
the loss of all things and count them as refuse that I may gain Christ 

Phil 3:13 Brothers, I do not account of myself to have laid hold; but one thing I do: 
Forgetting the things which are behind and stretching forward to the things 
which are before, 

a. Not to forget but to linger in our past experiences, however genuine they were, 

frustrates our further pursuing of Christ—v. 13; Heb. 6:1a. 
Phil 3:13 Brothers, I do not account of myself to have laid hold; but one thing I do: 

Forgetting the things which are behind and stretching forward to the 
things which are before, 

Heb 6:1a Therefore leaving the word of the beginning of Christ, let us be brought 
on to maturity, … 

b. Because Christ is unsearchably rich, and there is a vast territory of His riches to 

be possessed, Paul was stretching out to reach the farthest extent of this 

territory—Eph. 3:8; Phil. 3:13. 
Eph 3:8 To me, less than the least of all saints, was this grace given to announce 

to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ as the gospel 
Phil 3:13 Brothers, I do not account of myself to have laid hold; but one thing I do: 

Forgetting the things which are behind and stretching forward to the 
things which are before, 

G. To know Christ is a result of being found in Him—vv. 9-10: 
Phil 3:9 And be found in Him, not having my own righteousness which is out of the law, but that 

which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is out of God and based on faith, 
Phil 3:10 To know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, 

being conformed to His death, 

1. The righteousness “which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is out of 

God and based on faith,” caused Paul to know Christ—v. 9. 
Phil 3:9 And be found in Him, not having my own righteousness which is out of the law, 

but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is out of God 
and based on faith, 

2. The righteousness that we work out by our own effort does not cause us to know 

Christ; the more we do by our own effort, the less we know Christ—v. 9a. 
Phil 3:9a And be found in Him, not having my own righteousness which is out of the law, 

but that which is through faith in Christ, … 
 

II. Paul aspired to know and experience the power of Christ’s resurrection—v. 

10: 
Phil 3:10 To know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being 

conformed to His death, 

A. The power of Christ’s resurrection is His resurrection life, which raised Him from the 

dead—Eph. 1:19-20. 
Eph 1:19 And what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe, according 

to the operation of the might of His strength, 
Eph 1:20 Which He caused to operate in Christ in raising Him from the dead and seating Him 

at His right hand in the heavenlies, 

B. Christ Himself is resurrection—John 11:25: 
John 11:25 Jesus said to her, I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes into Me, even if 

he should die, shall live; 
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1. “I am the First and the Last and the living One; and I became dead, and behold, I 

am living forever and ever; and I have the keys of death and of Hades”—Rev. 

1:17b-18: 

a. Because of the fall, death came in and is now working to gather everyone into 

Hades. 

b. The keys of death and of Hades are in the hand of our Savior, who died and was 

resurrected—v. 18. 
Rev 1:18 And the living One; and I became dead, and behold, I am living forever 

and ever; and I have the keys of death and of Hades. 

2. “These things says the First and the Last, who became dead and lived again”—2:8: 

a. Lived again refers to resurrection. 

b. The Lord suffered death and lived again; He entered into death, but death could 

not hold Him because He is the resurrection—Acts 2:24; John 11:25. 
Acts 2:24 Whom God has raised up, having loosed the pangs of death, since it was 

not possible for Him to be held by it. 
John 11:25 Jesus said to her, I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes into 

Me, even if he should die, shall live; 

c. Christ went into Hades, passed through death, overcame death, and came out of 

death triumphantly; this is resurrection—cf. 1 Pet. 3:18-22. 
1 Pet 3:18 For Christ also has suffered once for sins, the Righteous on behalf of the 

unrighteous, that He might bring you to God, on the one hand being put 
to death in the flesh, but on the other, made alive in the spirit; 

1 Pet 3:19 In which also He went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison, 
1 Pet 3:20 Who had formerly disobeyed when the long-suffering of God waited in 

the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared; entering into which, 
a few, that is, eight souls, were brought safely through by water. 

1 Pet 3:21 Which water, as the antitype, also now saves you, that is, baptism, not a 
putting away of the filth of the flesh but the appeal of a good conscience 
unto God, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 

1 Pet 3:22 Who is at the right hand of God, having gone into heaven, angels and 
authorities and powers being subjected to Him. 

3. Resurrection means that a man—our Lord Jesus—has broken through the barriers, 

even the greatest barrier of all—death—Acts 2:24; Eph. 1:19-20: 
Acts 2:24 Whom God has raised up, having loosed the pangs of death, since it was not 

possible for Him to be held by it. 
Eph 1:19 And what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe, 

according to the operation of the might of His strength, 
Eph 1:20 Which He caused to operate in Christ in raising Him from the dead and seating 

Him at His right hand in the heavenlies, 

a. The Lord’s resurrection broke all the barriers of the natural realm; thus, Jesus is 

no longer bound by anything, including space and time—cf. John 7:6-8. 
John 7:6 Jesus therefore said to them, My time has not yet come, but your time is 

always ready. 
John 7:7 The world cannot hate you, but it hates Me, because I testify concerning 

it, that its works are evil. 
John 7:8 You go up to the feast; I am not going up to this feast, because My time 

has not yet been fulfilled. 

b. Our biggest limitations are space and time, but these two things cannot limit the 

resurrected Christ. 

c. Death is the greatest limitation, but resurrection has conquered death; therefore, 

resurrection is the greatest power of all—Phil. 3:10; Eph. 1:19-20. 
Phil 3:10 To know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His 

sufferings, being conformed to His death, 
Eph 1:19 And what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who 

believe, according to the operation of the might of His strength, 
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Eph 1:20 Which He caused to operate in Christ in raising Him from the dead and 
seating Him at His right hand in the heavenlies, 

C. Resurrection is life that overcomes death without being damaged or injured by death—John 

11:25; Rev. 1:17b-18; 2:8: 
John 11:25 Jesus said to her, I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes into Me, even if 

he should die, shall live; 
Rev 1:17b … and He placed His right hand on me, saying, Do not fear; I am the First and the 

Last 
Rev 1:18 And the living One; and I became dead, and behold, I am living forever and ever; and 

I have the keys of death and of Hades. 
Rev 2:8 And to the messenger of the church in Smyrna write: These things says the First and 

the Last, who became dead and lived again: 

1. Death is powerless to do anything with resurrection life—Acts 2:24. 
Acts 2:24 Whom God has raised up, having loosed the pangs of death, since it was not 

possible for Him to be held by it. 

2. Death can inflict all kinds of damage on other forms of life; only one kind of life 

cannot be hurt by death, and this is resurrection life—John 11:25; Phil. 3:10: 
John 11:25 Jesus said to her, I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes into Me, 

even if he should die, shall live; 
Phil 3:10 To know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His 

sufferings, being conformed to His death, 

a. Resurrection is life that passes through death and cannot be held by it. 

b. According to the full revelation of the Scriptures, God Himself is the 

resurrection life—Rom. 4:17. 
Rom 4:17 (As it is written, "I have appointed you a father of many nations") in the 

sight of God whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls the 
things not being as being. 

D. The Spirit is the reality of Christ’s resurrection and its power—8:9-11; 1 Cor. 15:45b; 1 

John 5:6: 
Rom 8:9 But you are not in the flesh, but in the spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. 

Yet if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not of Him. 
Rom 8:10 But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the spirit is life 

because of righteousness. 
Rom 8:11 And if the Spirit of the One who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who 

raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit 
who indwells you. 

1 Cor 15:45b … the last Adam became a life-giving Spirit. 
1 John 5:6 This is He who came through water and blood, Jesus Christ; not in the water only, but 

in the water and in the blood; and the Spirit is He who testifies, because the Spirit is 
the reality. 

1. In order to experience the resurrection life of Christ, we need to see that in 

resurrection Christ became the life-giving Spirit—1 Cor. 15:45b. 
1 Cor 15:45b … the last Adam became a life-giving Spirit. 

2. The highest definition of resurrection is that it is the process by which Christ, the last 

Adam, became the life-giving Spirit. 

3. Christ’s resurrection was His transfiguration into the life-giving Spirit in order to 

enter into His believers—v. 45b; John 20:22. 
1 Cor 15:45b … the last Adam became a life-giving Spirit. 
John 20:22 And when He had said this, He breathed into them and said to them, Receive 

the Holy Spirit. 

E. The principle of resurrection is that the natural life is killed and that the divine life rises up 

in its place—2 Cor. 1:8-9: 
2 Cor 1:8 For we do not want you to be ignorant, brothers, of our affliction which befell us in 

Asia, that we were excessively burdened, beyond our power, so that we despaired 
even of living. 
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2 Cor 1:9 Indeed we ourselves had the response of death in ourselves, that we should not base 
our confidence on ourselves but on God, who raises the dead; 

1. That which passes through death and still remains is resurrection—Rev. 2:8. 
Rev 2:8 And to the messenger of the church in Smyrna write: These things says the 

First and the Last, who became dead and lived again: 

2. Resurrection is something that has come out of death and that is beyond the natural 

realm—Acts 2:24. 
Acts 2:24 Whom God has raised up, having loosed the pangs of death, since it was not 

possible for Him to be held by it. 

3. Resurrection means that no event or circumstance can cause us, who have the 

resurrection life of Christ, to be held down—2 Cor. 1:8-9. 
2 Cor 1:8 For we do not want you to be ignorant, brothers, of our affliction which befell us 

in Asia, that we were excessively burdened, beyond our power, so that we 
despaired even of living. 

2 Cor 1:9 Indeed we ourselves had the response of death in ourselves, that we should 
not base our confidence on ourselves but on God, who raises the dead; 

4. To be in resurrection means that our natural life is crucified and that the God-created 

part of our being is uplifted in resurrection to be one with Christ in resurrection—

Rom. 6:4-6. 
Rom 6:4 We have been buried therefore with Him through baptism into His death, in 

order that just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the 
Father, so also we might walk in newness of life. 

Rom 6:5 For if we have grown together with Him in the likeness of His death, indeed we 
will also be in the likeness of His resurrection, 

Rom 6:6 Knowing this, that our old man has been crucified with Him in order that the 
body of sin might be annulled, that we should no longer serve sin as slaves; 

5. When we do not live by our natural life but live by the divine life within us, we are in 

resurrection—John 6:57; Rom. 8:11. 
John 6:57 As the living Father has sent Me and I live because of the Father, so he who 

eats Me, he also shall live because of Me. 
Rom 8:11 And if the Spirit of the One who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He 

who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through 
His Spirit who indwells you. 

  


