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Message Six 

Attaining to the Out-resurrection 
RK Hymns: 1206, 501 

Scripture Reading: Phil. 3:10-14; Rom. 6:3-5; 8:11; Rev. 1:17b-18 
Phil 3:10 To know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being 

conformed to His death, 
Phil 3:11 If perhaps I may attain to the out-resurrection from the dead. 
Phil 3:12 Not that I have already obtained or am already perfected, but I pursue, if even I may lay hold of 

that for which I also have been laid hold of by Christ Jesus. 
Phil 3:13 Brothers, I do not account of myself to have laid hold; but one thing I do: Forgetting the things 

which are behind and stretching forward to the things which are before, 
Phil 3:14 I pursue toward the goal for the prize to which God in Christ Jesus has called me upward. 
Rom 6:3 Or are you ignorant that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized 

into His death? 
Rom 6:4 We have been buried therefore with Him through baptism into His death, in order that just as 

Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so also we might walk in 
newness of life. 

Rom 6:5 For if we have grown together with Him in the likeness of His death, indeed we will also be in the 
likeness of His resurrection, 

Rom 8:11 And if the Spirit of the One who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ 
from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who indwells you. 

Rev 1:17b … and He placed His right hand on me, saying, Do not fear; I am the First and the Last 
Rev 1:18 And the living One; and I became dead, and behold, I am living forever and ever; and I have the 

keys of death and of Hades. 
 

I. “The out-resurrection” refers to the outstanding resurrection, the extra- 

resurrection, which will be a prize to the overcoming saints—Phil. 3:11; Rev. 

20:4, 6: 
Phil 3:11 If perhaps I may attain to the out-resurrection from the dead. 
Rev 20:4 And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given to them. And I saw the 

souls of those who had been beheaded because of the testimony of Jesus and because of 
the word of God, and of those who had not worshipped the beast nor his image, and had 
not received the mark on their forehead and on their hand; and they lived and reigned with 
Christ for a thousand years. 

Rev 20:6 Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first resurrection; over these the second death 
has no authority, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with Him for a 
thousand years. 

A. All believers who are dead in Christ will participate in the resurrection from the dead at the 

Lord’s coming back—1 Thes. 4:16; 1 Cor. 15:52. 
1 Thes 4:16 Because the Lord Himself, with a shout of command, with the voice of the archangel 

and with the trumpet of God, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will 
rise first. 

1 Cor 15:52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, 
and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we will be changed. 

B. The Lord’s overcomers will enjoy an extra, outstanding portion of that resurrection, a 

resurrection in which they will receive the reward of the kingdom; this is what the apostle 

Paul sought after—Phil. 3:11; Heb. 11:35, 26. 
Phil 3:11 If perhaps I may attain to the out-resurrection from the dead. 
Heb 11:35 Women received their dead by resurrection; and others were tortured to death, not 

accepting deliverance, in order that they might obtain a better resurrection. 
Heb 11:26 Considering the reproach of the Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt; for 

he looked away to the reward. 
 

II. For Paul, to live was Christ as the out-resurrection—Phil. 1:21a; 3:11: 
Phil 1:21a For to me, to live is Christ … 
Phil 3:11 If perhaps I may attain to the out-resurrection from the dead. 
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A. The Christ who lived in Paul is the One who, in His own person, is the reality of the out-

resurrection—John 11:25; Rev. 1:17b-18; 2:8. 
John 11:25 Jesus said to her, I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes into Me, even if 

he should die, shall live; 
Rev 1:17b …  and He placed His right hand on me, saying, Do not fear; I am the First and the 

Last 
Rev 1:18 And the living One; and I became dead, and behold, I am living forever and ever; and 

I have the keys of death and of Hades. 
Rev 2:8 And to the messenger of the church in Smyrna write: These things says the First and 

the Last, who became dead and lived again: 

B. The out-resurrection is actually the dear, precious, excellent person of Christ, the One who, 

through crucifixion and resurrection, has passed out of the old creation and has entered into 

God—John 14:3, 20; Heb. 6:19-20. 
John 14:3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I am coming again and will receive you to 

Myself, so that where I am you also may be. 
John 14:20 In that day you will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you. 
Heb 6:19 Which we have as an anchor of the soul, both secure and firm and which enters 

within the veil, 
Heb 6:20 Where the Forerunner, Jesus, has entered for us, having become forever a High 

Priest according to the order of Melchizedec. 

C. In order to attain to the out-resurrection, we need to know Christ in the power of His 

resurrection, know Him in the fellowship of His sufferings, and know Him by being 

conformed to His death—Phil. 3:10-11. 
Phil 3:10 To know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, 

being conformed to His death, 
Phil 3:11 If perhaps I may attain to the out-resurrection from the dead. 

D. In verses 13 and 14 we see that Paul did not account of himself to have laid hold of the out-

resurrection already; he pursued toward the goal of the out- resurrection for the prize to 

which God in Christ Jesus had called him upward. 
Phil 3:13 Brothers, I do not account of myself to have laid hold; but one thing I do: Forgetting 

the things which are behind and stretching forward to the things which are before, 
Phil 3:14 I pursue toward the goal for the prize to which God in Christ Jesus has called me 

upward. 
 

III. Our Christian life has a goal, and this goal is the out-resurrection, the 

extraordinary resurrection—v. 11: 
Phil 3:11 If perhaps I may attain to the out-resurrection from the dead. 

A. Paul aspired to be conformed to Christ’s death so that, by any means, he might arrive at the 

out-resurrection from the dead—v. 10. 
Phil 3:10 To know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, 

being conformed to His death, 

B. The Christ whom we should live is Himself the out-resurrection—1:21a; 3:11; John 11:25. 
Phil 1:21a For to me, to live is Christ … 
Phil 3:11 If perhaps I may attain to the out-resurrection from the dead. 
John 11:25 Jesus said to her, I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes into Me, even if 

he should die, shall live; 

C. We all are on the way to the out-resurrection; the out-resurrection should be the goal and 

destination of our Christian life—Phil. 3:11-15. 
Phil 3:11 If perhaps I may attain to the out-resurrection from the dead. 
Phil 3:12 Not that I have already obtained or am already perfected, but I pursue, if even I may 

lay hold of that for which I also have been laid hold of by Christ Jesus. 
Phil 3:13 Brothers, I do not account of myself to have laid hold; but one thing I do: Forgetting 

the things which are behind and stretching forward to the things which are before, 
Phil 3:14 I pursue toward the goal for the prize to which God in Christ Jesus has called me 

upward. 
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Phil 3:15 Let us therefore, as many as are full-grown, have this mind; and if in anything you are 
otherwise minded, this also God will reveal to you. 

D. The way toward the out-resurrection is the process of resurrection—Rom. 8:11: 
Rom 8:11 And if the Spirit of the One who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who 

raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit 
who indwells you. 

1. This process began on the day that we were baptized and will conclude when we 

arrive at the outstanding resurrection—6:3-5. 
Rom 6:3 Or are you ignorant that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus 

have been baptized into His death? 
Rom 6:4 We have been buried therefore with Him through baptism into His death, in 

order that just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the 
Father, so also we might walk in newness of life. 

Rom 6:5 For if we have grown together with Him in the likeness of His death, indeed we 
will also be in the likeness of His resurrection, 

2. As we move toward the goal, we are in the process of being resurrected; eventually, 

every part of our being will be resurrected—1 Thes. 5:23. 
1 Thes 5:23 And the God of peace Himself sanctify you wholly, and may your spirit and soul 

and body be preserved complete, without blame, at the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

3. We will continue in this process until we arrive at the goal of the out- resurrection—

Phil. 3:11. 
Phil 3:11 If perhaps I may attain to the out-resurrection from the dead. 

E. To attain to the out-resurrection is to arrive at the out-resurrection; this requires us to 

triumphantly run the race for the prize—1 Cor. 9:24-26; 2 Tim. 4:7-8; Heb. 12:1-2. 
1 Cor 9:24 Do you not know that those who run on a racecourse all run, but one receives the 

prize? Run in this way, that you may lay hold. 
1 Cor 9:25 And everyone who contends exercises self-control in all things; they then, that they 

may receive a corruptible crown, but we, an incorruptible. 
1 Cor 9:26 I therefore run in this way, not as though without a clear aim; I box in this way, not as 

though beating the air; 
2 Tim 4:7 I have fought the good fight; I have finished the course; I have kept the faith. 
2 Tim 4:8 Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, with which the Lord, 

the righteous Judge, will recompense me in that day, and not only me but also all 
those who have loved His appearing. 

Heb 12:1 Therefore let us also, having so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, put away 
every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us and run with endurance 
the race which is set before us, 

Heb 12:2 Looking away unto Jesus, the Author and Perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set 
before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down on the right 
hand of the throne of God. 

 

IV. The result of being conformed to Christ’s death is that we may attain to the 

out-resurrection from the dead—Phil. 3:10-11: 
Phil 3:10 To know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being 

conformed to His death, 
Phil 3:11 If perhaps I may attain to the out-resurrection from the dead. 

A. Death is the condition for our attaining to the out-resurrection—v. 11. 
Phil 3:11 If perhaps I may attain to the out-resurrection from the dead. 

B. Arriving at the out-resurrection is the result, the issue, of being conformed to Christ’s 

death—v. 10. 
Phil 3:10 To know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, 

being conformed to His death, 

C. To be conformed, molded, to the death of Christ means that we remain always in His 

death—Rom. 6:6; Gal. 2:20; Phil. 3:10. 
Rom 6:6 Knowing this, that our old man has been crucified with Him in order that the body of 
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sin might be annulled, that we should no longer serve sin as slaves; 
Gal 2:20 I am crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives in me; 

and the life which I now live in the flesh I live in faith, the faith in the Son of God, who 
loved me and gave Himself up for me. 

Phil 3:10 To know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, 
being conformed to His death, 

D. If we are being conformed to Christ’s death, we will be in the resurrection life of Christ, 

and in resurrection we will meet Christ, experience Christ, and enjoy Christ—John 11:25; 

Eph. 3:8; Phil. 1:8, 19, 21a; 2:5-8; 3:12. 
John 11:25 Jesus said to her, I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes into Me, even if 

he should die, shall live; 
Eph 3:8 To me, less than the least of all saints, was this grace given to announce to the 

Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ as the gospel 
Phil 1:8 For God is my witness how I long after you all in the inward parts of Christ 

Jesus. 
Phil 1:19 For I know that for me this will turn out to salvation through your petition and the 

bountiful supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, 
Phil 1:21a For to me, to live is Christ …. 
Phil 2:5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus, 
Phil 2:6 Who, existing in the form of God, did not consider being equal with God a treasure to 

be grasped, 
Phil 2:7 But emptied Himself, taking the form of a slave, becoming in the likeness of men; 
Phil 2:8 And being found in fashion as a man, He humbled Himself, becoming obedient even 

unto death, and that the death of a cross. 
Phil 3:12 Not that I have already obtained or am already perfected, but I pursue, if even I may 

lay hold of that for which I also have been laid hold of by Christ Jesus. 

E. If we remain in Christ’s death, allowing ourselves to be molded into its likeness, the 

outcome will be that every part of our being will be gradually resurrected—vv. 10-11. 
Phil 3:10 To know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, 

being conformed to His death, 
Phil 3:11 If perhaps I may attain to the out-resurrection from the dead. 

 

V. Concerning attaining to the out-resurrection, we need to ask an important 

question: Can we reach the goal of the out-resurrection in this age, or can we 

only run the race and hope to reach the goal in the coming age? 
A. If we think that we must wait until the coming age to reach the goal of the out- resurrection 

but do not arrive at this goal in this age, we will not attain to it in the next age. 

B. We should endeavor to arrive at the out-resurrection during our lifetime—v. 11. 
Phil 3:11 If perhaps I may attain to the out-resurrection from the dead. 

C. Romans 8:11 reveals that we can attain to the out-resurrection in this age: 
Rom 8:11 And if the Spirit of the One who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who 

raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit 
who indwells you. 

1. This verse says that if the Spirit of the One who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in 

us, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to that part of our being that 

is dying—our mortal body. 

2. Gives life in verse 11 does not refer to healing but to the result of our allowing the 

Spirit of God to make His home in us and saturate our entire being with the divine 

life. 
Rom 8:11 And if the Spirit of the One who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He 

who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through 
His Spirit who indwells you. 

3. The Spirit is dwelling in us to work the out-resurrection into our being in a real and 

practical way. 
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VI. To arrive at the out-resurrection indicates that our entire being is gradually 

and continually resurrected—1 Thes. 5:23: 
1 Thes 5:23 And the God of peace Himself sanctify you wholly, and may your spirit and soul and body 

be preserved complete, without blame, at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

A. God first resurrected our deadened spirit; He proceeds to resurrect our soul and our mortal 

body until our whole being—spirit, soul, and body—is fully resurrected out of our old 

being by His life and with His life—Eph. 2:5-6; Rom. 8:6, 11. 
Eph 2:5 Even when we were dead in offenses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace 

you have been saved) 
Eph 2:6 And raised us up together with Him and seated us together with Him in the 

heavenlies in Christ Jesus, 
Rom 8:6 For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the spirit is life and peace. 
Rom 8:11 And if the Spirit of the One who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who 

raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit 
who indwells you. 

B. This is a process in life through which we must pass and a race that we must run until we 

arrive at the out-resurrection as the prize—Phil. 3:11-14. 
Phil 3:11 If perhaps I may attain to the out-resurrection from the dead. 
Phil 3:12 Not that I have already obtained or am already perfected, but I pursue, if even I may 

lay hold of that for which I also have been laid hold of by Christ Jesus. 
Phil 3:13 Brothers, I do not account of myself to have laid hold; but one thing I do: Forgetting 

the things which are behind and stretching forward to the things which are before, 
Phil 3:14 I pursue toward the goal for the prize to which God in Christ Jesus has called me 

upward. 

C. If we are conformed to Christ’s death, every part of our being will be gradually resurrected; 

thus, the Christian life is a process of resurrection. 

D. We can reach this goal only by living a crucified life—v. 11; Gal. 2:20. 
Phil 3:11 If perhaps I may attain to the out-resurrection from the dead. 
Gal 2:20 I am crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives in me; 

and the life which I now live in the flesh I live in faith, the faith in the Son of God, who 
loved me and gave Himself up for me. 

 

VII. We need to be conformed to Christ’s death so that by any means we may 

attain to the out-resurrection from the dead; this is the only way for the Lord 

to go on in His recovery, the only way to build up His church, the only way for 

the bride to make herself ready, and the only way to bring the Lord back—

Phil. 3:10-11; Matt. 16:18; Rev. 19:7-9a; 22:14, 20. 
Phil 3:10 To know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being 

conformed to His death, 
Phil 3:11 If perhaps I may attain to the out-resurrection from the dead. 
Matt 16:18 And I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church, and the 

gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. 
Rev 19:7 Let us rejoice and exult, and let us give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has 

come, and His wife has made herself ready. 
Rev 19:8 And it was given to her that she should be clothed in fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine 

linen is the righteousnesses of the saints. 
Rev 19:9a And he said to me, Write, Blessed are they who are called to the marriage dinner of the 

Lamb. … 
Rev 22:14 Blessed are those who wash their robes that they may have right to the tree of life and may 

enter by the gates into the city. 
Rev 22:20 He who testifies these things says, Yes, I come quickly. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 

 


