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Week Two

Learning the Secret of Doing All Things
in Christ as the Empowering One for Us
to Live Christ, Magnify Christ, and Gain Christ
for His Glory in the Church

Hymns: 564

Scripture Reading: Phil. 1:19-21a; 2:2; 3:14; 4:6-8, 11-13

§ Day 1

I. Paul learned the secret of doing all things in Christ as the
empowering One—Phil. 4:11b-13:

A.The phrase learned the secret indicates that Paul had come into a
new situation, a new environment; whenever we are put in a new
environment, we need to learn the secret of living in that environment.

B.I have learned the secret literally means “I have been initiated”; the
metaphor here refers to a person's being initiated into a secret society
with instruction in its rudimentary principles.

C. After Paul was converted to Christ, he was initiated into Christ and into
the Body of Christ; he then learned the secret of how to take Christ as life
(Col. 3:4), how to live Christ (Phil. 1:21a), how to magnify Christ (v. 20),
how to gain Christ (3:8, 12), and how to have the church life (1:8, 19; 2:1-4,
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19-20; 4:1-3).
§ Day 2

II. The believers are disciples, learners, who are learning
the secret, which is to learn Christ as the reality is in Jesus
by allowing the Spirit of reality to guide them into all the
reality of the actual condition of the life of Jesus as recorded
in the four Gospels, a life in which Jesus did everything in
God, with God, and for God; God was in His living, and He
was one with God—]John 16:13; Eph. 4:20-21:

A.The followers of Christ were discipled through Christ's human living on
the earth as the model of a God-man—Iliving God by denying Himself in
His humanity (John 5:19, 30), revolutionizing their concept concerning
man (Phil. 3:10; 1:21a).

B. Because Christ lived God by denying Himself in His humanity, He “learned
obedience from the things which He suffered” (Heb. 5:8), “becoming
obedient even unto death, and that the death of a cross” (Phil. 2:8).

C. We learn Christ (Matt. 11:29) according to His example, not by our natural
life but by His life in resurrection, which is a life of obedience; a disciple is
one who lives the divine life in his human life.

D.“l was in the recovery observing how Brother Watchman Nee acted
for eighteen years. All that [ observed in him became things discipling
me” (The Collected Works of Witness Lee, 1994-1997, vol. 5, “The Vital

Groups,” p. 76).

E.As the Lord's disciples, His learners, we are continually under His
training as the grace of God, who also appeared to us as “the kindness
and the love to man of our Savior God”; this grace is “training us that,
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denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly and
righteously and godly in the present age, awaiting the blessed hope, even
the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ"—
Titus 3:4; 2:11-13.

F. Because the sisters in the church life are the Lord's disciples, the older
sisters should be one with the Lord to train the young sisters “to love
their husbands, to love their children, to be of a sober mind, pure, workers
at home, good, subject to their own husbands, that the word of God would
not be blasphemed”—2:3-5.

G.As the Lord's disciples, we need to obey the Lord's word to “go and learn
what this means”; God desires to show mercy to pitiful sinners, so He
wants us to show mercy in love to others—Matt. 9:12-13; Micah 6:6-8;
Mark 12:33.

§ Day 3

III. The secret in Philippians 4 is to do all things in Christ as the
One who empowers us—v. 13; Hymns, #564:

A.Paul was a man in Christ (2 Cor. 12:2a), and he desired to be found in
Christ by others; in Philippians 4:13 he declared that he was able to do
all things in Him, the very Christ who empowered him; this is an all-
inclusive and concluding word concerning his experience of Christ; it
is the converse of the Lord's word in John 15:5 concerning our organic
relationship with Him: “Apart from Me you can do nothing.”

B.Paul had been altogether in the Jewish religion under the law and had
always been found by others in the law, but at his conversion he was
transferred from the law and his former religion into Christ and became “a
man in Christ"—2 Cor. 12:2a.
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C.Now he expected to be found in Christ by all who observed him; this
indicates that he aspired to have his whole being immersed in and
saturated with Christ so that all who observed him might find him fully
in Christ; only when we are found in Christ will Christ be expressed and
magnified—Phil. 3:9a; 1:20.

D.On the one hand, by the empowering of Christ we can live a contented life
(4:11-12); on the other hand, by the empowering of Christ we can be true,
dignified, righteous, pure, lovely, and well spoken of (v. 8).

E.Paul's word about Christ as the empowering One specifically applies to
Christ's empowering us to live Him as our human virtues and thereby to
magnify Him in His unlimited greatness; to live a life of these virtues is
much more difficult than doing a Christian work.

§ Day 4

IV. The practical way to do all things in Christ as the empowering
One is seen in Philippians 4:6-7: “In nothing be anxious, but
in everything, by prayer and petition with thanksgiving, let
your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God,
which surpasses every man's understanding, will guard your
hearts and your thoughts in Christ Jesus”:

A.Christ Himself is the peace of God, which surpasses every man's

understanding—Isa. 9:6; John 14:27; Luke 7:50; Rom. 3:17; 5:1; 8:6;
15:13; 16:20.

B.To God denotes motion toward, in the sense of a living union and
communion, implying fellowship; hence, the sense of to God here is “in
the fellowship with God”"—Phil. 4:6.
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C. The result of practicing fellowship with God in prayer is that we enjoy
the peace of God; the peace of God is actually God as peace (v. 9) infused
into us through our fellowship with Him by prayer, as the counterpoise to
troubles and the antidote to anxiety (John 16:33).

D.The God of peace patrols before our hearts and thoughts in Christ,
keeping us calm and tranquil (cf. Isa. 30:15a); if we would have a life free
of anxiety, we need to realize that all our circumstances, good or bad, have
been assigned to us by God in order to serve us in fulfilling our destiny to
gain Christ, live Christ, and magnify Christ (Rom. 8:28-30; Matt. 10:29-31;
2 Cor. 4:15-18).

§ Day 5

V. To learn the secret of doing all things in Christ as the
empowering One is to “pray to fellowship with Jesus,”
who is our King, our Lord, our Head, and our Husband
(Hymns, #784); prayer that contacts God consists of
words spoken genuinely from the heart:

A.We may be in a situation of sorrow, depression, and disappointment; we
should bring our problems to the Lord and tell Him about them; He is the
best listener; He knows our emotion, and He sympathizes with our heart;
He can comfort us and help us.

B.We should realize that when we have a thorough talk with the Lord and
pour out our heart to Him, our intimacy with the Lord is one step further,
and we know Him a little more; intimate contact with Him at these times
is hundreds of times better than our ordinary fellowship with Him; it is by
these contacts that we grow in life—Psa. 62:6-8; 56:8; cf. 1 Sam. 1:15.

C.If a person has never shed tears before the Lord, never shared his joy or
sorrow with the Lord, and never talked with the Lord about his private
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matters, he has never had any intimate fellowship with the Lord, and
he has never had any deep acquaintance with the Lord; one can only be
drawn closer to the Lord through telling Him everything.

D.He is sympathetic to every one of our problems; our Lord is willing to
bear all our anxieties, and He is happy to listen to our speaking; in order
to enjoy Him as the living water of life, we need to speak to Him as our
spiritual rock—Num. 20:8; 1 Cor. 10:4; Exo. 17:6; Hymns, #248.

§ Day 6

E. The title of Psalm 102 says, “A Prayer of an afflicted one, when he is
fainting and pours out his complaint before Jehovah”; we may complain
to God, but our complaining may be the best prayer, the most pleasant
prayer to God; while we are complaining, God is rejoicing because He is
causing all things to work together for good that we may be conformed to
the image of His Son—Rom. 8:28-209.

F. Psalm 73 is a record of the sincere prayer of the seeking psalmist who was
nearly stumbled by his own suffering and by the prosperity of the wicked;
he considered that he had purified his heart in vain because, instead of
enjoying material prosperity, he was plagued all day long and chastened
every morning—vv. 12-16:

1. The solution to the psalmist's perplexity concerning the prosperity of the
wicked was obtained in God's sanctuary (v. 17); first, God's sanctuary, His
habitation, is in our spirit (Eph. 2:22) and, second, it is the church (1 Tim.
3:15); to go into the sanctuary of God is to turn to our spirit and go to the
meetings of the church and the meetings of the ministry; in our spirit and in
the church we receive divine revelation and obtain the explanation to all our
problems.

2. Through his honest conversation with the Lord and his entering into God's
sanctuary, the Lord's seeker was eventually enlightened by the Lord to the
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WEEK 2 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

Phil. 4:11-13 ...1 have learned, in whatever circumstances | am, to be
content. | know also how to be abased, and | know how to abound; in
everything and in all things I have learned the secret both to be filled and
to hunger, both to abound and to lack. I am able to do all things in Him
who empowers me.

[I have learned the secret literally means] “I have been initiated.” The
metaphor in Philippians 4:12 refers to a person’s being initiated into a
secret society with instruction in its rudimentary principles. After Paul was
converted to Christ, he was initiated into Christ and the Body of Christ. He
then learned the secret of how to take Christ as life, how to live Christ, how
to magnify Christ, how to gain Christ, and how to have the church life, all of
which things are rudimentary principles. (Phil. 4:12, footnote 4)

Today’s Reading

In the book of Philippians Paul uses a number of unusual expressions.
One of these expressions is found in verse 12 of chapter 4. Here Paul says, “In
everything and in all things [ have learned the secret.” The phrase learned the
secret indicates that Paul had come into a new situation, a new environment.
Whenever we are put in a new environment, we need to learn the secret
of living in that environment. For someone from the West to go to the Far
East is for him to go into a new environment. In order to live, he must learn
the secret of life there. For example, when brothers and sisters from the
United States visit the Far East, they need to learn the secret of eating with
chopsticks. If they do not learn the secret, they will not be able to eat.

In Philippians 4:12 ... Paul seems to be saying, “In all things I have been
instructed with the secret so that I know how to be in want and how to
abound. [ have been initiated with a type of secret knowledge.” What is the
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secret Paul learned? Because Paul had been instructed with the particular
secret, he could handle any situation, whether he was rich or poor, filled or
hungry. The secret is in Philippians 4:13: “I am able to do all things in Him
who empowers me.” The secret is not that Christ is in us; it is that we are in
Him.

Most of us do not know how to apply the fact that we are in Christ. Take
riding in a car to the meeting as an example. My secret in coming to the
meeting is simply to sit in the car and to let someone else drive. What a
problem it would be if I refused to get into the car or did not like being in the
car and did certain foolish things to get out of the car! On the day we were
saved, God put us into the heavenly car, the best car in the universe. The name
of this car is Christ. On the day we were saved, we were put into Him. If we
would exercise to be in Him in a practical way, we would not be active to do so
many things on our own. Instead, we would simply rest and be at peace. If we
are in Christ, we will be at rest and not endeavor to overcome negative things
such as our temper. Although we were put into Christ on the day we were
saved, to the feeling of many Christians they are not yet in Christ.

The secret of being in Him... needs to be put into practice. In order to
practice this secret, we first need to realize that Christ lives in us. Second,
we must deny the flesh and the natural man. We should count all things as
loss and not treasure or appreciate anything of our natural man, such as our
humility or other virtues. All our good points, attributes, and virtues need to
be counted as loss. We should not have any confidence in anything other than
Christ. Third, we should not do anything by ourselves, for we are not alone.
Another person lives in us.

Before we act, we should wait a while to see whether it is we or Christ
who is acting. By doing this we allow the Christ who dwells in us to live for
us. This is the practice of the secret. (CWWL, 1978, vol. 1, “The Experience of
Christ,” pp. 399-401)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1978, vol. 1, “The Experience of Christ,” ch. 10
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WEEK 2 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 4:20-21 ...Learn Christ, if indeed you have heard Him and have
been taught in Him as the reality is in Jesus.

Matt. 11:29 Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for | am meek
and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.

In resurrection He [Christ] became the life-giving Spirit and entered into
them [the disciples]. He breathed Himself into them, saying, “Receive the
Holy Spirit” (John 20:22). In Genesis 2 God formed man from the dust of the
ground and breathed into man the breath of life (v. 7). This caused man to
become living, that is, a living person. On the day of His resurrection Christ
breathed Himself into His disciples, and they also became living. They were
made alive with the divine life. The Spirit of life and of reality who was
breathed into them would guide them into all the reality of what they had
observed of the Lord when they were with Him for three and a half years.

The followers of Christ were discipled through Christ’s human living on
the earth, as the model of a God-man—Iliving God by denying Himself in
humanity (John 5:19, 30), revolutionizing their concept concerning man (Phil
3:10; 1:21a). The concept of the disciples was revolutionized by what they
saw of the Lord Jesus living God by denying Himself in His humanity. (CWWL,
1994-1997, vol. 5, “The Vital Groups,” p. 76)

Today’s Reading

They were discipled through Christ’s crucifixion to annul their human life
for them to live the divine life (Gal. 2:20). They were also discipled through
Christ’s resurrection to know Him as God’s firstborn Son (Rom. 1:4; Acts
13:33; Rom. 8:29). As the only begotten Son of God, Christ had only the
divine life and nature. He had nothing human. But as the firstborn Son of
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God, He is both divine and human. Christ had the human life and nature, but
He lived the divine life and nature through the denying of His human life and
nature. This was His divine and mystical living to disciple all His followers
for three and a half years. They were also discipled to know Christ as the life-
giving Spirit (1 Cor. 15:45).

Christ’s resurrection was for the producing of the many sons of God as His
multiplication and increase (Heb. 2:10; John 12:24). If we open to the Spirit
within us as we prayerfully consider this fellowship, we will be discipled.
Only the discipled ones are the constituents of the vital groups. They have
been discipled to be vital. A disciple is one who lives the divine life in his
human life. The vitality of the ministry is due to a person’s living the divine
life out of his human life. Then what he utters is divine out of a crucified
human life. We need to deny our human life for the releasing of something
divine. This is the main factor of our being vital. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 5,
“The Vital Groups,” pp. 76-77).

Christ is not only life to us but also an example (John 13:15; 1 Pet. 2:21).
We learn from Him (Matt. 11:29) according to His example, not by our
natural life but by Him as our life. According to the New Testament, the Lord
Jesus did not come into us as life directly. Rather, after living on earth for
thirty years, He ministered for another three and a half years. During the
thirty-three and a half years of His life on earth, He set up a pattern, a mold,
a model. This is a matter of great significance. One reason the four Gospels
were written was to show the pattern of the life that God desires, the mold
of the life that can satisfy God and fulfill His purpose. For this reason, the
New Testament gives us a unique biography, the biography of the Lord Jesus,
written from four directions. After the Lord Jesus set up the pattern revealed
in the Gospels, He was crucified on the cross and then He entered into
resurrection. It is in resurrection that He comes into us to be our life. (Life-
study of Ephesians, p. 393)

Further Reading: Life-study of Ephesians, msgs. 46, 49, 93
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WEEK 2 — DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

2 Cor. 12:2 I know a man in Christ...

Phil. 3:9 And be found in Him, not having my own righteousness
which is out of the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the
righteousness which is out of God and based on faith.

Paul had been altogether in the Jewish religion under the law and
had always been found by others in the law. But at his conversion he was
transferred from the law and his former religion into Christ and became “a
man in Christ” (2 Cor. 12:2). Now he expected to be found in Christ by all
who observed him—the Jews, the angels, and the demons. This indicates that
he aspired to have his whole being immersed in and saturated with Christ
that all who observed him might find him fully in Christ. Only when we are
found in Christ will Christ be expressed and magnified (Phil. 1:20). (Phil. 3:9,
footnote 1)

Today’s Reading

Christ lives in the believers for them to be able to do all things in Him
who empowers them ...(Phil. 4:13). To be empowered by Christ is to be
made dynamic inwardly. Christ dwells in us (Col. 1:27), and He empowers
us, makes us dynamic, from within, not from without. Paul was a person
in Christ (2 Cor. 12:2) and he desired to be found in Christ by others (Phil.
3:9). In 4:13 he declared that he could do all things in Christ, the One who
empowered him. This is an all-inclusive and concluding word of Paul’s
experience of Christ. It is the converse of the Lord’s word concerning our
organic relationship with Him in John 15:5, “Apart from Me you can do
nothing.” As long as we have Christ and are in Him, we can do all things in
Him.
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In Philippians 3 Paul testified that he pursued Christ in order to gain
Him and be found in Him. Now in 4:13 Paul says that he is in Him. In
Christ as the One who empowers him Paul could do all things. Christ was
his secret of sufficiency. By being in Him Paul could do all things in Him.
The “all things” in Philippians 4:13 refer to the things mentioned in verse
12 and to the virtues listed in verse 8... By the empowering of Christ we
can live a contented life (vv. 11-12) and be true, honorable, righteous,
pure, lovely, and well spoken of. This means that we are persons in
Christ, who empowers us to live out every kind of virtue. This is to live
Christ, to magnify Christ in His virtues.

Paul’s word about Christ as the empowering One specifically applies to
Christ’s empowering us to live Him as our human virtues and thereby to
magnify Him in His unlimited greatness...God created man in His image,
that is, in His attributes of love, light, holiness, and righteousness...The
six items, whatever is true, honorable, righteous, pure, lovely, and well
spoken of, are in these four divine attributes of love, light, holiness, and
righteousness. This is the real virtue, for it is the expression of Christ. To
live a life of all these virtues is much more difficult than doing a Christian
work. Many can preach the gospel, teach the Bible, and even establish
churches, but they are not able to live this kind of life, a life full of the
virtues of being true, honorable, righteous, pure, lovely, and well spoken
of. In order to live Christ as our human virtues for the expression of the
divine attributes, we need to be empowered by the indwelling Christ. If
we would experience Christ as the empowering One enabling us to do
all things in Him, we need to let Him live in us (Gal. 2:20), be formed in
us (Gal. 4:19), make His home in us (Eph. 3:17), and be magnified in us
(Phil. 1:20)...When Christ lives in us, is formed in us, makes His home in
us, and is magnified in us, the way is prepared for Him to empower us.
Then, empowered by the indwelling Christ, we shall be able to do all the
things spoken of in Philippians 4:8 through 12. (The Conclusion of the New
Testament, pp. 1554-1556)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 5, “The Vital Groups,” chs. 2-3, 10-11

Int’l Memorial Day Blending Conference (May 2023)-Holy Word for Morning Revival - Week 2 - Page 6



MEwW 6 ~7 [ & — ﬁ%ﬁ%, PREEEELES
L,
J

£ K, wEHERH, AR R E T4, A
ARABARAPT AL IL RO -F 2, & EIHIRGRE, 1R
R Al O ENNE s S|

(Er bt WZE B WS, ) HE, S, (4],

FoNEENEE, BIENEHA iAEZE,aTx@ i3]
Mo BREEME A Y (BEREAR, BEEH6E4)

EHREFHMLBNER, TREBFZHNTL,
ﬁ%%&;@iﬁz$ﬁ%waa<ﬂm9>,%%
KB EEME, EFAKRMET, MEZTHE, L
MERE (17533 (BFm 71D o

FummEEEE, ERFOEEANUE,
BERAFHES HETED .
EREE

FREEZHEFETAH LN, ZREE B, £K
FiekEE AR Em. RFELFHREETA, &K
PR REZERRNEER. BRRAFEZREERN,
BoEREROAR, KWENRROREEE, &K

B8 A A AR AR T e b L%Ef@ﬁ&%@%*
B/ A-. ﬁﬁ”&ﬁ B0 BB R, BT R R Rk
ﬂA R, TREWAREZHAE. W

= %%ﬁfcmA%E Frilfi—EEE, I
ﬁ@§%%%ﬂAo

KMEER —BEEZRWEE, ROAAE, KM
FraeyiEid, Tam 22, HMEMTREN. &
PFEHSEEER A HNEE. B —LFHLE

O TFAAEKEEE A S - 55 28 REE

ot

-578

WEEK 2 — DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

Phil. 4:6-7 In nothing be anxious, but in everything, by prayer and
petition with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and
the peace of God, which surpasses every man’s understanding, will guard
your hearts and your thoughts in Christ Jesus.

[To God in Philippians 4:6] denotes motion toward, in the sense of a living
union and communion, implying fellowship, hence,...in the fellowship with
God. (Phil. 4:6, footnote 4)

The result of practicing fellowship with God in prayer is that we enjoy the
peace of God. The peace of God is actually God as peace (Phil. 4:9) infused
into us through our fellowship with Him by prayer, as the counterpoise to
troubles and the antidote to anxiety (John 16:33). (Phil. 4:7, footnote 1)

The God of peace patrols before our hearts and thoughts in Christ, keeping
us calm and tranquil. (Phil. 4:7, footnote 2)

Today’s Reading

Anxiety is opposed to forbearance. Anxiety is like a worm that devours
our ability to forbear. If we have no forbearance, it will be easy for us to be
upset or to lose our temper. Anger often comes out of anxiety. If [ am worried
about my future, my circumstances, or my family, [ will not be happy with
others. This worry will cause me to be upset with everyone. Only when we
are happy and contented do we have forbearance...One who is sorrowful and
discontented, on the contrary, is easily irritated or offended. Because Paul
was full of happiness and contentment, with him there was no anxiety but an
abundance of forbearance.

If we would have a life free of anxiety, we need to realize that all our
circumstances, good or bad, have been assigned to us by God. We need to
have this realization with a full assurance. Suppose a brother is in business
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as a merchant. His business may prosper, and he may earn a good deal of
money. Later his business may fail, and he may lose much more than he
earned. Both earning money and losing it are God’s assignment to him. If
this brother has the full assurance that his circumstances come from God'’s
assignment, he will be able to worship the Lord for His arrangement. Perhaps
losing money will benefit him more than earning money, for through such a
loss he may be perfected and built up.

Likewise, both illness and good health come from God as His assignment.
We should all aspire to be healthy. But sometimes good health does not
perfect us as much as a period of illness. Furthermore, when our health fails,
we may be more inclined to pray than when we are in good health.

The first prerequisite to having no anxiety is to have the full assurance
that all the sufferings we experience are God’s assignment... He knows what
we need.

When [ was very young, | read a story about a conversation between two
sparrows who were talking about the sorrows and the worries common
among human beings. One sparrow asked the other why people worry so
much. The other sparrow answered, “I don’t think they have a Father who
cares for them like we do. We don’t need to worry about anything because
our Father takes care of us.” Yes, our Father does care for us. But sometimes
He sends us hardships and sufferings to serve in fulfilling our destiny to
magnify Christ. We can be freed from worry, not because God has promised
us a life without suffering but because we know that all our circumstances
come to us as God’s assignment. Paul did not care about life or death. He
cared only that Christ would be magnified in him. He realized that every
circumstance was for his good. This is the way to have no anxiety.

Why do certain saints worry about losing money? Simply because their
desire is to have more money. Why are others anxious about their health? They
are anxious because they are afraid to die... If we lose money or even lose our
job, we need not be anxious. Such a loss comes from God’s assignment, and we
need not be anxious about it. (Life-study of Philippians, pp. 530-532)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1959, vol. 3, “Lessons for New Believers,” Isns. 22-24
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WEEK 2 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 14:12And his disciples came and took the corpse and buried it;
and they came and reported the matter to Jesus.

Mark 6:30And the apostles...reported to Him all that they did and all
that they taught.

Num. 20:8 Take the rod, and gather the assembly,...and speak to the
rock...so that it yields its water...

The Lord Jesus is a person in whom men can most easily confide. He
allows others to tell Him anything. The Bible records many instances in
which the Lord spoke to men. But it does not record many instances of men
speaking to Him. To my knowledge, there are only two passages of Scripture
that talk about this. The first is in Matthew 14, where John’s disciples came
to tell the Lord something [v. 12]. The second is in Mark 6, where the Lord’s
own disciples came to tell Him something [v. 30]. One is a sad picture;
the other is a happy picture. One picture shows us that John the Baptist’s
disciples realized that their teacher was dead and had come to a tragic end.
What a sad thing this was! After John's disciples had buried their teacher,
they came to tell Jesus about it. The other picture shows us the Lord’s twelve
disciples being sent to preach the gospel, heal the sick, and cast out demons.
This was a happy experience, and the disciples came and told the Lord about
it. (CWWN, vol. 18, p. 327)

Today’s Reading

Men can easily tell the Lord what they want to say. Any words can be told
to Him...Many times we need someone to share our sorrow or joy, but we are
unable to find someone... If we encounter a difficult or unsolvable problem,
we want to tell others, but they may think that it is an unimportant matter. It
is something very important and crucial to us. But when we tell others about
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it, they ignore us. Sometimes we tell others about something very joyous, but
they do not understand and share our joy. At other times we feel depressed,
but others cannot share our depression.

Some would bury their dead and then say, “Everything with me is over. |
have lost all hope. He is dead, and I have lost everything. Everything I had left
with him.” Yet these are the times when we should draw near to the Lord. We
can tell the Lord our sorrow. He will not rebuke us as being too worldly, too
affectionate, or too attached to our dead ones. He knows our emotion, and He
sympathizes with our heart. Some may have never experienced the sorrow of
losing their parents, wife, brothers, or relatives. Nevertheless, when they lose
something,...they feel...that everything around them has lost its ardor; they
find no way out. At such times...they should bury the corpse, like the disciples
of John did, and go and tell the Lord. We should realize that when we have
a thorough talk with the Lord and pour out our heart to Him, our intimacy
with the Lord is one step further, and we know Him a little more. Intimate
contact with Him at these times is hundreds of times better than our ordinary
fellowship with Him. By these contacts we advance in life. We should bring
our problems to the Lord and tell Him about them. He can comfort us and help
us. If a person has never shed tears before the Lord, if he has never shared his
joy or sorrow with the Lord, and if he has never talked with the Lord about
his private matters, he has never had any intimate fellowship with the Lord;
he has never had any deep acquaintance with Him. We are not saying that you
cannot ask others to pray for you or ask others to help you. We are saying that
one can only be drawn closer to the Lord through telling Him everything.

No matter what we tell Him, He will listen...He is sympathetic to every one
of our problems. He cares for the affairs of us all. In His heart, there seems
to be no one else’s affairs but ours. He bears all our sorrows...Our Lord is
willing to bear all our anxieties and patient to listen to our speaking. (CWWN,
vol. 18, pp. 327-329)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 & 2 Samuel, msg. 6; Life-study of Joshua,
msg. 9; CWWN, vol. 18, issue no. 34, “Tell Him”
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WEEK 2 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

Psa. 142:2 | pour out my complaint before Him; | declare my trouble
before Him.

73:16-17 When | considered this in order to understand it, it was a
troublesome task in my sight, until I went into the sanctuary of God; then
| perceived their end.

The Lord in His sovereignty may allow us to lose our money, but when
every cent is gone, God is still here. We may complain to God, but our
complaining may be the best prayer, the most pleasant prayer to God. While
we are complaining, God is rejoicing because He is causing all things to work
together for good that we may be conformed to the image of His firstborn
Son. (CWWL, 1991-1992, vol. 2, “The Christian Life,” p. 488)

Today’s Reading

Psalm 102:7 says, “I watch, and I am like / A lone sparrow on a housetop.”
The “housetop” here refers to the flat roof of a Jewish house. People would
often go to the housetop to pray [cf. Acts 10:9]... Since Psalm 102:7 refers to
Christ, this verse indicates that when the Lord Jesus was on earth, probably
there were times when in the night He, like a lone sparrow on a housetop,
would watch and pray, caring for God’s interest. This was also the situation
of the writer of this psalm. Because of the devastation of Zion, he could not
sleep or stay in bed. Instead, he went to the housetop where he poured out
his complaint to God, asking Him to look upon Zion, the city, and the temple.

Verse 7 is a particular verse concerning Christ’s suffering, His affliction.
His affliction was related to His zeal for God’s house (John 2:17; Psa. 69:9).
In His suffering Christ was a watcher, caring not for His own interest but for
the interest of God’s house...This was an aspect of Christ’s suffering... Christ’s
suffering was for the producing of the church.
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Psalm 73:2 through 16 is a record of the sufferings and puzzles of the
God-seeking psalmist. Verse 2... indicates that the psalmist was nearly
stumbled by the situation concerning the prosperity of the wicked (vv. 3-12)...
This pious seeker of God was suffering, but if he had told others about his
situation, they would have been stumbled and would have said, “Whoever
keeps the law will be prosperous” [Psa. 1]. However, here is one who kept
the law, yet was not at all prosperous. In 73:16 the psalmist tells us that he
was puzzled. “When I considered this in order to understand it, / It was a
troublesome task in my sight.” This is a heavy word. The more the psalmist
considered the situation, the more he was troubled and puzzled.

The psalmist obtained the solution in the sanctuary of God [v. 17]...Where
is God’s sanctuary today? First, God’s sanctuary, His habitation, is in our
spirit. Second, God’s sanctuary is the church. Thus, to go into the sanctuary of
God, we need to turn to our spirit and then go to the meetings of the church.
Once we are in the sanctuary—in the spirit and in the church—we will have
another view, a particular perception, of the situation concerning the wicked.

“Whom do I have in heaven but You? / And besides You there is nothing I
desire on earth” (v. 25). This verse reveals that God’s pure seeker would have
God as his only possession in heaven and his unique desire on earth. God was
the psalmist’s unique goal. The psalmist did not care for anything except God
and gaining Him... [Similarly], Paul said that he counted all things as refuse
in order to gain Christ [Phil. 3:8].

Psalm 73 ends with these words: “My flesh and my heart fail, / But God
is the rock of my heart and my portion forever” (v. 26). Here we have the
answer to the psalmist’s question concerning his suffering and the prosperity
of the wicked. The one who does not care for God may gain many things and
seem to prosper. However, the one who cares for God will be restricted by
God and even stripped by God of many things. (Life-study of the Psalms, pp.
419, 353-355)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1977, vol. 3, “The Ultimate Significance of the
Golden Lampstand,” ch. 4; Life-study of the Psalms, msgs. 37, 30
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WEEK 2 — HYMN

I have learned the wondrous secret
Experience of Christ — Abiding in Him 564

9 i 71 i
1. I havelearned the wondrous se-cret Of a - bid - ingin the Lord; I have tast-ed life’s pure

6 D E E'/GH A AT/cH D A/E D
| |
%
¢ foun-tain, I am drink - ing of His word; I have found thestrengthand sweetness Of a -
G D AE D/F D G E D/A A’
gy ] | ' | | m
9 —1 } 1 } —— | | T T )
G 1 ! . L& L4 -
bid - ing’neath the blood; I have lost my -self in Je-sus, I am sink - ing in - to

D AT D AT D G D AE D/Ff D E’
J
T

a - bid-ingin the Lord And con - fid-ingin Hisword; I am hiding in the bosom of His love.
A’ D D/Ff D G D A/C§ D D/Ff G A’ D G/D D
1 Il

T

—
Yes, a - biding in the Lord And con - fid-ingin His word, I am hiding inthe bosom of His love.

2.1 am crucified with Jesus,

And He lives and dwells with me;

I have ceased from all my struggling,
"Tis no longer I, but He.

All my will is yielding to Him,
And His Spirit reigns within;

And His precious blood each moment
Keeps me cleansed and free from sin.



« H

—
(=]

Composition for prophecy with main point and sub-points:
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