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Week Three

Being One in Soul to Enjoy Christ
by Thinking the One Thing, by Being One
with Christ in His Inward Parts,
and by Allowing God to Operate in Us
the Willing and the Working
for His Good Pleasure

Hymns: 750

Scripture Reading: Phil. 1:4, 8, 18, 25, 27; 2:2, 12-13, 17-18, 28-29;
3:1; 4:1, 4,10, 15-16

§ Day 1 & Day 2

I. Strictly speaking, Philippians is a book not only on the
experience of Christ but also on the enjoyment of Christ;
the experience of Christ is primarily in our spirit, but the
enjoyment of Christ is in our soul (our mind, emotion, and will):

A.Since Philippians is concerned with the experience and enjoyment of
Christ, which issue in joy, it is a book filled with joy and rejoicing—1:4,
18, 25; 2:2,17-18, 28-29; 3:1; 4:1, 4.

B. The saints in Philippi had fellowship unto the furtherance of the gospel,
through the apostle Paul's ministry; this participation included their
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of Christ is the problem they have in the soul; if you do not have much
enjoyment of Christ, it indicates that you are not one in soul, joined in
soul—Phil. 2:2.

§ Day 3

II. In order for us to be one in soul, we need to think the one
thing: the one thing in Philippians refers to the subjective
knowledge, experience, and enjoyment of Christ; the one
thing is the pursuing of Christ to gain Him, lay hold of Him,
and possess Him—1:20-21; 2:2, 5; 3:7-14; 4:13:

A.In order to live in the reality of the Body of Christ, we must enjoy Christ by
loving Him to the uttermost, and in order to love Him, our thoughts need
to be rescued from being hardened (2 Cor. 3:14), blinded (4:4), rebellious
(10:4-5), and corrupted (11:2-3).

B.Our thinking should be focused on the excellency of the knowledge of
Christ and the experience and enjoyment of Christ; focusing on anything
else causes us to think differently, thus creating dissensions among us—1
Cor. 1:10; Phil. 3:8-9, 15; 4:2.

C. The one thing, the unique thing, in the Lord's recovery is God's eternal
economy with Christ as the centrality and universality—Col. 3:10-11:

1. The one thing that should be focused on, stressed, and ministered in the
Lord's recovery is the eternal economy of God—1 Tim. 1:3-4.

2. The content of God's eternal economy is Christ; actually, Christ Himself in His
full ministry of three stages is the divine economy (John 1:14; 1 Cor. 15:45b;
Rev. 1:4; 3:1; 4:5; 5:6); God's desire is to have a recovery purely and wholly of
the person of Christ (Col. 1:17b, 18b; 2 Cor. 12:2a; 2:10; 3:3).

D.Among the Philippians there was dissension in their thinking (Phil. 4:2),
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which troubled the apostle; hence, he asked them to think the same thing,
even the one thing, that they might make his joy full (2:2):

1.To think something other than the one thing is to rebel against God's
economy; God's economy is that we think the one thing; in the church life
we need to help all the saints to think the one thing; our thoughts should
be focused on and filled with the enjoyment of Christ for the church life, the
Body life.

2.Because of the dissension in their thinking, the Philippian believers had
different levels of love (v. 2); they did not have the same love toward all
the saints for the keeping of oneness; if our love toward the saints has been
regulated and dealt with, then we will enjoy Christ as we love the saints.

3. Being one in soul, joined in soul, is not only for the experience of Christ but
even more for the enjoyment of Christ; in order to enjoy Christ, we need to
have a proper soul, a “co-soul” that is one with the souls of other saints.

§ Day 4

III. In order for us to be one in soul, we need to be one with
Christ in His emotions, His “inward parts,” signifying His
inward affection, tender mercy, and sympathy—Phil. 1:8:

A.As a man, Christ's experiences in His inward parts included His love,
desire, delight, and feeling—Psa. 16:3, 7 (see footnotes in the Recovery
Version).

B.Paul did not live a life in his natural inner being; he lived a life in the
inward parts of Christ; if we would be those who are experientially
in Christ, we must be in His inward parts, in His tender and delicate
feelings—Col. 3:12.

C.In the book of Philemon we have a picture of the Body life lived in the
inward parts of Christ Jesus—vv. 7, 10-12, 20:
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1. While Onesimus was in prison at Rome with Paul, he was saved through Paul,
who referred to him as “my child, whom I have begotten in my bonds”—uv. 10.

2. When Paul sent Onesimus back with his Epistle to Philemon, Paul said, “Him
[Onesimus] I have sent back to you—him, that is, my very heart”—uv. 12.

3.Paul's inward affection and compassions went with Onesimus to Philemon;
the words very heart are literally the same as inward parts in Philippians 1:8,
which signify inward affection, tenderheartedness, and compassions—Col. 3:12.

D.Paul lived in the reality of the Body of Christ by taking Christ's feeling as
his own feeling; Christ's feeling for the Body became his feeling for the
Body; this is most necessary for our living the Body life—2 Cor. 12:15.

E.If we deny ourselves and identify ourselves with the Body, there will be
no separation or disconnection from the Body; the life we live will fully be
the Body life, and the Lord will gain the expression of His Body on earth
today—Matt. 16:24; Eph. 4:16.

F. The more we live in the inward parts of Christ Jesus, the greater will
be our consciousness of the Body of Christ and the stronger will be our
feeling for the Body of Christ—1 Cor. 12:26-27; Rom. 12:15.

§ Day 5

IV. In order for us to be one in soul, we need to work out our
own salvation by cooperating with the inner energizing God,
who operates in us both the “willing and the working for His
good pleasure”—Phil. 2:12-13:

A.We work out our own salvation because God works within us; we may say
that we do not have the willingness, but God is working the willingness
into us for the working out of His good pleasure; the willing is within, and
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the working is without.

B.We need to exercise our spirit with our subdued and resurrected
will to choose to work out our own salvation by cooperating with the
indwelling Triune God, who operates within us the willing for His good
pleasure.

C. Our transformed will can be seen typologically in Song of Songs 4:4; this
verse says that the Lord's loving seeker has a “neck like the tower of
David, / Built for an armory: / A thousand bucklers hang on it, / All the
shields of the mighty men”:

1. The Bible speaks of those who walk according to their self-will, who are
stubborn and proud, as stiff-necked ones (Isa. 3:16); hence, the neck denotes
man's will; the Lord considers the submission of man's will as the most
beautiful thing in man.

2.The neck being like a tower signifies that the seeker's will has been
strengthened by God to the point that she no longer loves the world and is no
longer affected by Satan; her will has been brought into complete submission
to David (who signifies Christ), and her will has been taken captive by Christ.

3.The armory stored within the tower signifies the victory of Christ for the
preservation of the believer's will from the enemy's usurpation; bucklers and
shields are for protection; and the mighty men denote strength.

4. In summary, Song of Songs 4:4 indicates that the believer is willing to submit
to Christ's will, and her will is as strong as a tower for carrying out His
will; she is on guard vigilantly and does not allow the enemy to usurp her
submissive will.

§ Day 6

D.Our experience of Christ as our life of obedience in order to work out our
own salvation is seen in type with the ark that Noah built; to build the
ark is to build up the practical and present Christ as God's salvation in
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our experience for the building up of the Body of Christ as the corporate
Christ for God's good pleasure—Phil. 2:8, 12-13:

1. What Noah worked on and entered into was God's salvation, the ark; we
should have a practical and present Christ into whom we can enter as God's
salvation.

2.The ark is a type of Christ, not only the individual Christ but also the
corporate Christ, the church, which is the Body of Christ and the new man—
Gen. 6:14; 1 Cor. 12:12; Eph. 2:15-16; Col. 3:10-11.

3. By building the ark and entering into it, Noah was not only saved from God's
judgment on the evil generation through the flood but was also separated
from that generation and ushered into a new age—Gen. 8:13-19; 1 Pet. 3:20.

4. Likewise, by building the church and entering into the church life through
building up the practical and present Christ as God's salvation in our
experience, we will be saved from God's judgment on today's evil generation
through the great tribulation (Matt. 24:37-39; Luke 17:26-27; 1 Thes. 5:3);
separated from that generation (Luke 21:36; Rev. 3:10); and ushered into a
new age, the age of the millennium.
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WEEK 3 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

Phil. 1:4-5 Always in my every petition on behalf of you all, making my
petition with joy, for your fellowship unto the furtherance of the gospel
from the first day until now.

4:4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice.

The saints in Philippi had fellowship unto the gospel, participating in
the furtherance of the gospel through the apostle Paul’s ministry. This
participation included their financial contributions to the apostle (Phil.
4:10,15-16), which issued in the furtherance of the gospel. This kind of
fellowship, which kept them from being individualistic and diversely
minded, implies that they were one with the apostle Paul and with one
another. This gave them the ground for their experience and enjoyment of
Christ, which is the main point of Philippians. The Christ-experiencing and
-enjoying life is a life in the furtherance of the gospel, a gospel-preaching
life, not individualistic but corporate. Hence, there is the fellowship unto the
furtherance of the gospel. The more fellowship we have in the furtherance
of the gospel, the more Christ we experience and enjoy. This Kkills our self,
ambition, preference, and choice. (Phil. 1:5, footnote 1)

Today’s Reading

The experience of Christ is a matter primarily in our spirit, but the
enjoyment of Christ is in our soul. To experience Christ is one thing, and
to enjoy Christ is another... Sometimes we experience Christ not in the
way of enjoyment but in the way of suffering. We may say, “I must take
Christ as my life and live by Him. I have to experience Christ.” But this
is not the enjoyment of Christ. Like children who eat without enjoying
their food, many times we experience Christ without enjoying Him.
Instead of enjoying Christ, we suffer. Thus, we can have the experience
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of Christ without the enjoyment of Christ. The problem here is with our
soul.

Strictly speaking, Philippians is a book not only on the experience of
Christ but also on the enjoyment of Christ. In Philippians 3:8 Paul says
that for the sake of Christ he counted all things as refuse. This is not only
a matter of experience but also a matter of enjoyment. The excellency of
the knowledge of Christ (v. 8) also indicates enjoyment. Excellency is not
mainly for experience but for enjoyment. In chapter 3 Paul seemed to be
saying, “Formerly, I, Saul of Tarsus, enjoyed my status. | was a Hebrew of
the Hebrews and a Pharisee. But now I count all things loss for Christ.”
The refuse, the dog food, mentioned in verse 8, indicates no enjoyment. No
human being can have enjoyment from dog food...With the enjoyment of
Christ there is a pleasant taste.

The reason for writing the Epistle to the Philippians was that, although
they were for the Lord and cared for His servant and were very good in their
spirit, they had a problem in their soul because they did not think the same
thing. In their thinking they had a problem. Hence, Paul wrote this Epistle to
advise them and even to beg them to be one in soul.

I am somewhat concerned that you may not have very much enjoyment
of Christ...As time has gone by, you may have lost this enjoyment. The reason
for this is that there is a problem in the soul. Either the sisters are too much
in the emotion, or the brothers are too much in the mind. But we all have a
problem with our stubborn will... Many of those who have been in the Lord’s
recovery a long time are like children eating food without enjoying it...The
young people may be very active in preaching the gospel on the campuses.
They may pray, praise, and shout Hallelujah. But all this may become merely
the carrying out of a duty... If you do not have much enjoyment of Christ,
it indicates that you are not one in soul. Your thoughts and emotions differ
from those of others. The reason Euodias and Syntyche were not one [cf. 4:2]
was that they had a problem in the soul. They were not thinking the same
thing. (CWWL, 1978, vol. 1, “The Experience of Christ,” pp. 338-341)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1978, vol. 1, “The Experience of Christ,” chs. 1-6
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WEEK 3 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

Phil. 1:27 Only, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of
Christ...that you stand firm in one spirit, with one soul striving together
along with the faith of the gospel.

2:20 For I have no one like-souled who will genuinely care for what
concerns you.

Rom. 12:2 ...Be transformed by the renewing of the mind that you may
prove what the will of God is...

We need not only to stand firm in one spirit in order to experience Christ
but also to strive together with one soul along with the faith of the gospel. To
be of one soul for the gospel work is more difficult than to be in one spirit for
the experience of Christ (see Phil. 2:20). To be of one soul requires that, after
having been regenerated in our spirit, we go further and be transformed in
our soul, especially in our mind, which is the main and leading part of our
soul. (Phil. 1:27, footnote 1)

Today’s Reading

To be one in soul means to be one in our affection, love, thought, and
decisions. Such oneness is very practical. If we want to experience Christ,
we need to be one in soul. If we are not one in our affections, thoughts, and
decisions, we are not one in soul. As long as we are not one in soul, we are
not in the fellowship unto the gospel.

One thought flows from Philippians 1:27 through 2:8... When I read
1:27 years ago, I thought that conduct worthy of the gospel was behavior
that was perfect before those to whom we preach the gospel. But this is
not Paul’s meaning here... Paul does not speak here of loving our wives,
submitting to our husbands, honoring our parents, or behaving in a kind,
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lovable manner. Rather, he tells us to stand firm in one spirit with one soul.
If we are not in one spirit with one soul, then our conduct is not worthy
of the gospel. No matter how many of us there may be in a locality or on a
campus, in our preaching of the gospel everyone must be fully impressed
that we are in one spirit and with one soul. Nothing is more convincing
than this. When all the members in the church are in one spirit with one
soul, this oneness will be convincing, subduing, and attractive. When we
have such a subduing and convincing oneness, we will experience Christ
and enjoy Him. We will enjoy Christ by being in one spirit with one soul.
By preaching the gospel we express our oneness in spirit and in soul.
When we preach the gospel in this way, we have the enjoyment of Christ.
The more we preach like this, the more we enjoy Christ. We will be able to
say, “We don’t care mainly for how many souls are saved or for how many
people are brought to the Lord. We are enjoying the Lord.” We will be full
of enjoyment, and the preaching of the gospel will be a feast. If we do not
sense that we are feasting on Christ as we preach the gospel, something is
wrong. We lack the oneness in spirit and in soul. But if we are in one spirit
with one soul, the number of people saved through our preaching of the
gospel will be secondary. The primary thing is that in the course of our
preaching, we will be feasting on Christ and enjoying Him. We will have not
only experience but also enjoyment.

If we would remain in the fellowship unto the gospel by the bountiful
supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, we need to be in one spirit with one soul.
In Philippians the special point regarding the experience of Christ is this
matter of being with one soul. Being one in soul is not only for the experience
of Christ but even the more for the enjoyment of Christ. Our experience of
Christ should also be an enjoyment of Christ. For example, children may eat
food under the threat of being disciplined if they do not eat, but they may
not enjoy what they are eating. Likewise, if we are merely in one spirit, we
may experience Christ and yet not enjoy Him. To experience Christ with
enjoyment we need to be in one spirit with one soul. (CWWL, 1978, vol. 1,
“The Experience of Christ,” pp. 334, 342-343, 347)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1980, vol. 2, “The Secret of Experiencing Christ,” ch. 9
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WEEK 3 — DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

Phil. 2:2 Make my joy full, that you think the same thing, having the
same love, joined in soul, thinking the one thing.

3:8 But moreover I also count all things to be loss on account of the
excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, on account of whom
I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as refuse that I may
gain Christ.

[The Philippians] were to obey Paul’s word regarding thinking the one
thing and being joined in soul [Phil. 2:12,2]. The one thing that they were to
think is the experience of Christ for the Body life. We may also say that it is
the enjoyment of Christ for the Body life. Paul was imploring the Philippians
to think this one thing.

This one thing is clearly revealed in Philippians 3, where Paul speaks of
the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus the Lord (v. 8). To experience
Christ as our enjoyment for the church is excellent... Anything other than
this one thing is refuse, food for dogs, not something for us Christians. As
children of God, we should not feed on dog food. Rather, we should eat at the
table. (CWWL, 1978, vol. 1, “The Experience of Christ,” p. 355)

Today’s Reading

Although the Philippians had been transformed from dogs into children
of God, at a certain point they turned away to dog food. We can easily do the
same thing today. The trash can, the place where the dog food, the refuse, is
cast, is primarily in the mind in the case of the brothers and in the emotion in
the case of the sisters. Therefore, to think the one thing and to be one in soul
eliminates the trash can and all the dog food that is in it. We were reborn as
children of God, not in our mind or in our emotion but in our spirit...When
we get into our spirit, we find ourselves at the dining table where Christ is.
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The Lord Jesus Christ is our food, and the dining table is in our spirit.

In Philippians 2 Paul was encouraging the Philippians to think the one
thing and to be one in soul. The one thing is not merely the objective Christ
but the subjective experience of Christ as our enjoyment for the church life.
This one thing should occupy our mind all the time. We should constantly be
thinking about how to experience Christ as our rich enjoyment so that we
may have the proper church life. The Body life is the issue of the experience
and enjoyment of Christ. When we enjoy Christ, the church life spontaneously
issues forth. Thus, the church life comes out of our experience of Christ. In
the church life we help all the saints to think one thing— the enjoyment of
Christ for the church life. We all think of the experience of Christ for the Body
life.

To think something other than the one thing is to rebel against God’s
economy. God’s economy is that we think the one thing. Has a certain brother
offended you? You should not think about that offense, for God’s economy does
not allow you to do so...This is a serious matter. Murmuring is also rebellious.
God’s economy does not allow us to murmur. To do so is to be disobedient.

We all have our disposition, and we all are accustomed to murmuring,
reasoning, and complaining. But if we are enlightened concerning reasoning
and murmuring, we will say, “Lord, forgive my rebellion. [ don’t want to be a
rebel in Your economy. Rather, | want to be obedient, obeying Your economy
to think the one thing. Although certain ones have offended me, I do not want
to think about the offenses. Instead, | want to think only of the enjoyment
and experience of Christ.”

Paul’s word [in 2:2] about having the same love is a weighty word. It is a
strong indication that the Philippians had a love that was on different levels.
Our situation today is the same... For some, our love is too cold; for others,
it is too hot. Our love should be moderate toward everyone. Whether or not
our love is proper depends on whether or not we enjoy Christ in our loving
of others. (CWWL, 1978, vol. 1, “The Experience of Christ,” pp. 356, 363,
344)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1967, vol. 1, pp. 142-146

Int’l Memorial Day Blending Conference (May 2023)-Holy Word for Morning Revival - Week 3 - Page 6



# = B wif vy
EEEE

MP%W@T%&%%%,&E%?%@%@
H’%%, NN 7}7]§%]]%]] éﬁ *Q"/«)Q}/f /ﬂa}j /\T/\ o .ﬂ

B =12 [ BT ARG AP a9 E R, BRI RET A,
BT L ma SRS, BE @&\m% 2%, |

PI12 [ KRB AT (B R G F ) IRARE X,
R 7% 2 s EE A, ]

FHEEEEEEHORH, EEETRENE TS
¥, BEERE—, MUNEARE, BHH, BE
GEEEIRAEERANE DB E— (BEK

BA, HE—83 1) .
&M%E%QQ E PR RE, BE R e R
g, - BT RVISBE R G B RRE., - (1% BAE

jtb*%/\*n, ) RERUAEN R R E T
NERBE G, SHREIREEZUEEHRER
HOHwRE, R¥EFEEN R, - ROARZER
B4, UHEONRERARRE, SHAMAIENA

xMEEL a0, REFE. E&, "ML
HyREEMNR, ELAeRE, KRB EER
TAEABHAEE, TUREFEMAENZET
(FEZXXE—NNOFF M, ——~E)

=] II_;\;: EE

FAE LEHERII A, EE T HiIA R —8y, TEE
MG B B R R AR R - RATAE R A, EEHRER
mERKMREAR, RFRHE T, HikRK
PATERARTERE XM, TERE M

O T AEKEEASERIEE - S 3B REES-E5T7H

WEEK 3 — DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

Phil. 1:8 For God is my witness how I long after you all in the inward
parts of Christ Jesus.

Col. 3:12 Put on therefore, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved,
inward parts of compassion, kindness, lowliness, meekness, long-suffering.

Philem. 12 Him I have sent back to you—him, that is, my very heart.

In longing after the saints, the apostle was one with Christ even in the
bowels, the tender inward parts, of Christ. This indicates that for Paul to
enjoy Christ meant that he was one with Christ’s inward parts. (Phil. 1:8,
footnote 1)

Since we are the members of the Body of Christ, we should have a feeling
for the Body...We must take the feeling of the Head as our own feeling...
[According to Philippians 1:8], Paul took the inward parts of Christ Jesus as
his own inward parts in caring for the church. This also means that he took
care of the Body of Christ by taking Christ’s feeling as his own feeling...We all
should be like Paul, taking the feeling of the Head as our own feeling. This is
most necessary for our living the Body life.

We should deny ourselves and should identify ourselves with the Body.
By doing this, there will be no separation or disconnection from the Body.
The life that we live will fully be the Body life, and the Lord will gain the
expression of His Body. (CWWL, 1990, vol. 2, p. 94)

Today’s Reading

We who believe in the Lord Jesus are joined to Him and are one with
Him; hence, His inward parts are our inward parts... After we are saved,
the Lord Jesus enters into our being, and we have His inward parts. Hence,
we no longer walk or conduct ourselves according to our inward parts but
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according to His inward parts.

Paul’s longing after the saints was in the Lord, even in the inward parts
of the Lord Jesus. Therefore, it was not his longing in himself alone; rather, it
was his longing in the Lord, in his union with the Lord. (CWWL, 1983, vol. 1,
“The Subjective Experience of the Indwelling Christ,” pp. 259-260)

During his imprisonment, Paul begot Onesimus through the Spirit with
the eternal life of God (John 3:3; 1:13). In Greek the name Onesimus means
“profitable, useful, helpful”; it was a common name for slaves. He was
Philemon’s purchased bondslave, who, according to Roman law, had no human
rights. He ran away from his master, committing a crime which could bring the
death penalty. While he was in prison at Rome with the apostle, he was saved
through him. Now the apostle sends him back with this Epistle to his master.

The word useless in Philemon 11 also means “not of service, profitless.”
This refers to Onesimus’s running away from Philemon...Onesimus became
of service because he had been converted and was willing to return to
Philemon. Literally, the Greek word for heart [in verse 12] means “bowels”...
It signifies inward affection, tenderheartedness, compassions. Paul’s inward
affection and compassions went with Onesimus to Philemon.

After begetting this child, Paul did not neglect him or leave him as an
orphan in the care of others...He even referred to him as “my very heart.”
Mothers often feel this way toward their child... Do you have this kind
of feeling concerning one whom you have brought to the Lord?... Paul
considered Onesimus not only his child, but also his heart. For Paul to send
his child to Philemon meant that he also sent his heart to him.

There are some parents who do not regard their children in the flesh as
their own heart. They may say within themselves, “God has given me this
child, and it is my duty to take care of him. In this matter I have no choice.”
Often Christians who bring others to the Lord have a similar attitude. In
contrast to Paul, they lack a deep parental concern for the one saved through
them. (Life-study of Philemon, pp. 3, 6)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1983, vol. 1, “The Subjective Experience of the
Indwelling Christ,” chs. 4, 6
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WEEK 3 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

Phil. 2:12-13 ...Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling;
for it is God who operates in you both the willing and the working for His
good pleasure.

S. S. 4:4 Your neck is like the tower of David, built for an armory: a
thousand bucklers hang on it, all the shields of the mighty men.

We can work out our own salvation because God works within us. God is
mysterious, invisible, and abstract, but He is nonetheless within us. We need
to be in fear and trembling lest we miss God, who is our daily salvation. If we
miss Him, we miss this practical salvation. It may seem that it is impossible
for us to work out our own salvation. If the Philippians had said this, Paul
might have replied, “Don’t you know that God is working in you? He is
working in you both the willing and the working. You may say that you do
not have the willingness. But God is working the willingness into you. He is
also working in you for the working out of His good pleasure. He works in
and you work out. Thus, there is no need for you to do the work by yourself.
(CWWL, 1978, vol. 1, “The Experience of Christ,” p. 359)

Today’s Reading

Take the example of driving a car. When we drive a car, does the car move
us, or do we move the car? We do not have the power to move the car. Thus,
it is the car that moves us... Likewise, as we work out our salvation with
fear and trembling, God is working in us both the willing and the working.
Because He works in, we can work out. This is like driving a car that is
already running. If the car were not running, we could not drive it. In like
manner, because God is working within us, we are able to work. Eventually,
this is not something fearful; it is an enjoyment. The only reason to be fearful
is that we may miss the mysterious, marvelous God within us. We need to
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care for the indwelling God. If we take care of Him, He will drive the car; that
is, He will work in us so that we may work out our salvation. (CWWL, 1978,
vol. 1, “The Experience of Christ,” p. 359)

The Bible speaks of those who walk according to their self-will, who are
stubborn and proud, as stiff-necked ones (Isa. 3:16). Hence, the neck denotes
man’s will under God. The Lord considers the submission of man’s will as
the most beautiful thing in man. In Song of Songs 4:4 there are two aspects
of a submissive will. First, “your neck is like the tower” A tower describes a
condition that is opposite to that of a hunchback... In the Bible, hunchbacks
are bound by Satan to face the earth all the time (Luke 13:11, 16). The neck
being like a tower means that the person is released; there is no bondage of
Satan and no love for the world. A tower also means strength. The maiden’s
will has been strengthened by God to the point that she no longer loves
the world and is no longer affected by Satan. Second, “your neck is like the
tower of David” [S. S. 4:4]. This is not an ordinary tower, but the tower of
David. In addition to the sense of strength and deliverance, we also see that
the maiden’s will has been brought into complete submission to David. Her
strength lies in her submission to Christ, and her deliverance also lies in her
submission to Christ. We should all realize the importance of being taken
captive by Christ.

What is the use of this tower? It is “built for an armory.” This means that
spiritual warfare is fought for the purpose of claiming the will. The armory
stored within the tower signifies the victory of Christ for the preservation
of the believers’ will from the enemy’s usurpation. However, the weapons
are not for attack, but for defense. Therefore, only bucklers and shields are
mentioned...”"Mighty men” denotes strength. In summary, this verse indicates
that the maiden is willing to submit completely to David’s will. She is as
strong as a tower in carrying out David’s will. She is on guard vigilantly and
does not allow the enemy to usurp her submissive will. (CWWN, vol. 23, “The
Song of Songs,” pp. 61-62)

Further Reading: CWWN, vol. 23, “The Song of Songs,” sec. 3
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WEEK 3 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

Gen. 6:14 Make yourself an ark of gopher wood...

Matt. 24:37-39 For just as the days of Noah were, so will the coming of
the Son of Man be. For as they were in those days before the flood...until
the day in which Noah entered into the ark, and they did not know that
judgment was coming until the flood came and took all away...

[Noah] worked with God and for God. What he worked on and entered
into was just God’s salvation, the ark (Gen. 7:7)... Many Christians only know
a historical and distant Christ. But according to the picture that we see with
Noah, we should have a present and practical Christ whom we can enter
into, not just a historical Christ or a Christ of distance. And we should work
together with God on Christ. Christ is our ark, and in the local churches we
are building up this ark. It may sound strange to us to hear that we should
build up Christ. But look at Noah. He was building up the ark, and as today’s
Noahs, we also should build up Christ. (CWWL, 1983, vol. 2, “The Divine
Dispensing of the Divine Trinity,” pp. 179-180)

Today’s Reading

Today we are saved, but we still need to work on Christ. Noah also was
saved before he began working on the ark... Since he was already saved, why
did he need to build the ark? He needed further salvation from the corrupted
world.

Paul told us in Philippians 2:12 that we need to be obedient and to work
out our own salvation with fear and trembling. Although we have been saved,
we still need to work out our salvation. God’s salvation is not so short or
so brief or so simple. God’s salvation has a long span...Today we are in the
passage of God’s salvation. We have entered into this passage. Now we are
going through this passage, and our going through is our working...The more
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[Noah] built the ark, the more he passed through God'’s salvation. Eventually,
he entered into what he worked out (Gen. 7:7)...The very Christ whom
we are building up will become our future salvation. One day under God’s
sovereignty we will enter into the very Christ whom we have built up.

If you work together with the Lord in your daily experience, you surely
build up something of Christ, and eventually you get into what you have
built up, and you dwell in this Christ as your enjoyment. Then you abide
in Christ. Many Christians realize that John 15 speaks of abiding in Christ,
but not many know what it means to abide in Christ... If you do not build
up Christ, you have no Christ to abide in. Doctrinally this may sound
strange, but experientially it is right. You have Christ, but do you abide in
Christ?...Just to believe in Christ is sufficient for you to have Him, but to
abide in Christ needs some building up. You have to build up Christ for
you to abide in Him. What does it mean to build up Christ?...You have to
love Him. You have to talk to Him by calling on His name. You have to live
by Him.

If you spend from Monday through Saturday loving the Lord,
fellowshipping with Him, living by Him, and walking together with Him,
surely on the Lord’s Day you would have the deep sensation that you are in
Christ...But if, on the other hand, you spent from Monday through Saturday
not loving the Lord and not fellowshipping with Him, not living in Him, and
not walking with Him, even if you wanted to abide in Him today, you would
feel that He is absent. In your experience He is not with you. You have Him in
doctrine, but you do not have Him in experience. Although you might desire
to abide in Him, it seems that you do not know where He is. This would mean
that for the past week you did not build Christ. You did not work on the ark.
So when the flood came, you had no ark to enter into. But when you love
Him and fellowship with Him and live by Him and walk with Him day after
day and hour after hour, you build Him up in your experience. You build up
a Christ in your experience for you to enter into as your salvation. (CWWL,
1983, vol. 2, “The Divine Dispensing of the Divine Trinity,” pp. 180-181)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1983, vol. 2, “The Divine Dispensing of the
Divine Trinity,” chs. 2-3
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WEEK 3 — HYMN

God’s intention is to have us

Various Aspects of the Inner Life — Transformation
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2. God hath us regenerated
In our spirit with His life;
But He must transform us further—
In our soul by His own life.

3. Spreading outward from our spirit
Doth the Lord transform our soul,
By the inward parts renewing,
Till within His full control.

4. By the power of His Spirit
In His pattern He transforms;
From His glory to His glory
To His image He conforms.

5. He transforms, all sanctifying,
Till like Him we are matured,;
He transforms, our soul possessing,
Till His stature is secured.



Composition for prophecy with main point and sub-points:
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