
 

101  

Message Twelve 

Becoming the New Jerusalem 
RK Hymns: 1191, 976 

Scripture Reading: Rev. 3:12; 19:7; 21:2, 9-11, 22; 22:17 
Rev 3:12 He who overcomes, him I will make a pillar in the temple of My God, and he shall by no means go 

out anymore, and I will write upon him the name of My God and the name of the city of My God, 
the New Jerusalem, which descends out of heaven from My God, and My new name. 

Rev 19:7 Let us rejoice and exult, and let us give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, 
and His wife has made herself ready. 

Rev 21:2 And I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a 
bride adorned for her husband. 

Rev 21:9 And one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues came and 
spoke with me, saying, Come here; I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb. 

Rev 21:10 And he carried me away in spirit onto a great and high mountain and showed me the holy city, 
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 

Rev 21:11 Having the glory of God. Her light was like a most precious stone, like a jasper stone, as clear as 
crystal. 

Rev 21:22 And I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. 
Rev 22:17 And the Spirit and the bride say, Come! And let him who hears say, Come! And let him who is 

thirsty come; let him who wills take the water of life freely. 
 

I. For our Christian life and church life we need to have a vision of the New 

Jerusalem—Rev. 21:9-11: 
Rev 21:9 And one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues came 

and spoke with me, saying, Come here; I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb. 
Rev 21:10 And he carried me away in spirit onto a great and high mountain and showed me the holy 

city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
Rev 21:11 Having the glory of God. Her light was like a most precious stone, like a jasper stone, as 

clear as crystal. 

A. The New Jerusalem is a composition of divinity and humanity mingled, blended, and built 

up together as one entity; all the components have the same life, nature, and constitution 

and thus are a corporate person— John 14:20, 23; Rev. 21:2-3, 9-23. 
John 14:20 In that day you will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you. 
John 14:23 Jesus answered and said to him, If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word, and My 

Father will love him, and We will come to him and make an abode with him. 
Rev 21:2 And I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 

prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 
Rev 21:3 And I heard a loud voice out of the throne, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is 

with men, and He will tabernacle with them, and they will be His peoples, and God 
Himself will be with them and be their God. 

Rev 21:9 And one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues came 
and spoke with me, saying, Come here; I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb. 

Rev 21:10 And he carried me away in spirit onto a great and high mountain and showed me the 
holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 

Rev 21:11 Having the glory of God. Her light was like a most precious stone, like a jasper stone, 
as clear as crystal. 

Rev 21:12 It had a great and high wall and had twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, 
and names inscribed, which are the names of the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel: 

Rev 21:13 On the east three gates, and on the north three gates, and on the south three gates, 
and on the west three gates. 

Rev 21:14 And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them the twelve names of the 
twelve apostles of the Lamb. 

Rev 21:15 And he who spoke with me had a golden reed as a measure that he might measure 
the city and its gates and its wall. 

Rev 21:16 And the city lies square, and its length is as great as the breadth. And he measured 
the city with the reed to a length of twelve thousand stadia; the length and the 
breadth and the height of it are equal. 
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Rev 21:17 And he measured its wall, a hundred and forty-four cubits, according to the measure 
of a man, that is, of an angel. 

Rev 21:18 And the building work of its wall was jasper; and the city was pure gold, like clear 
glass. 

Rev 21:19 The foundations of the wall of the city were adorned with every precious stone: the 
first foundation was jasper; the second, sapphire; the third, chalcedony; the fourth, 
emerald; 

Rev 21:20 The fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventh, chrysolite; the eighth, beryl; the 
ninth, topaz; the tenth, chrysoprase; the eleventh, jacinth; the twelfth, amethyst. 

Rev 21:21 And the twelve gates were twelve pearls; each one of the gates was, respectively, of 
one pearl. And the street of the city was pure gold, like transparent glass. 

Rev 21:22 And I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. 
Rev 21:23 And the city has no need of the sun or of the moon that they should shine in it, for the 

glory of God illumined it, and its lamp is the Lamb. 

B. The New Jerusalem is the consummation of the central vision of God‟s economy and of the 

high peak of the divine revelation— vv. 2, 9-11: 
Rev 21:2 And I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 

prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 
Rev 21:9 And one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues 

came and spoke with me, saying, Come here; I will show you the bride, the wife of 
the Lamb. 

Rev 21:10 And he carried me away in spirit onto a great and high mountain and showed me the 
holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 

Rev 21:11 Having the glory of God. Her light was like a most precious stone, like a jasper stone, 
as clear as crystal. 

1. The New Jerusalem, the ultimate consummation of the Bible, involves God becoming 

man and man becoming God in life and in nature but not in the Godhead—v. 2; 3:12: 
Rev 21:2 And I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 

prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 
Rev 3:12 He who overcomes, him I will make a pillar in the temple of My God, and he 

shall by no means go out anymore, and I will write upon him the name of My 
God and the name of the city of My God, the New Jerusalem, which descends 
out of heaven from My God, and My new name. 

a. In Christ, God has become man to make man God in His life and in His nature 

so that the redeeming God and the redeemed man can be mingled, constituted, 

together to be one entity—the New Jerusalem—21:3, 22. 
Rev 21:3 And I heard a loud voice out of the throne, saying, Behold, the tabernacle 

of God is with men, and He will tabernacle with them, and they will be 
His peoples, and God Himself will be with them and be their God. 

Rev 21:22 And I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb 
are its temple. 

b. Eventually, the triune, eternal God becomes the New Jerusalem incorporated 

with all of us, and we also become the New Jerusalem through the process of 

God‟s organic salvation—Rom. 5:10; Rev. 3:12. 
Rom 5:10 For if we, being enemies, were reconciled to God through the death of 

His Son, much more we will be saved in His life, having been reconciled, 
Rev 3:12 He who overcomes, him I will make a pillar in the temple of My God, and 

he shall by no means go out anymore, and I will write upon him the name 
of My God and the name of the city of My God, the New Jerusalem, 
which descends out of heaven from My God, and My new name. 

2. The New Jerusalem is a composition of God‟s chosen, redeemed, regenerated, 

sanctified, renewed, transformed, conformed, and glorified people who have been 

deified— John 3:6; Heb. 2:11; Rom. 12:2; 8:29-30: 
John 3:6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 
Heb 2:11 For both He who sanctifies and those who are being sanctified are all of One, 

for which cause He is not ashamed to call them brothers, 
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Rom 12:2 And do not be fashioned according to this age, but be transformed by the 
renewing of the mind that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is 
good and well pleasing and perfect. 

Rom 8:29 Because those whom He foreknew, He also predestinated to be conformed to 
the image of His Son, that He might be the Firstborn among many brothers; 

Rom 8:30 And those whom He predestinated, these He also called; and those whom He 
called, these He also justified; and those whom He justified, these He also glorified. 

a. For us to be deified means that we are being constituted with the processed and 

consummated Triune God so that we may be made God in life and nature to be 

His corporate expression for eternity—Rev. 21:11. 
Rev 21:11 Having the glory of God. Her light was like a most precious stone, like a 

jasper stone, as clear as crystal. 

b. The deification of the believers is a process that will consummate in the New 

Jerusalem; this is the highest truth and the highest gospel—Rom. 1:1, 3-4; 5:10; 

Rev. 21:2; 3:12. 
Rom 1:1 Paul, a slave of Christ Jesus, a called apostle, separated unto the gospel 

of God, 
Rom 1:3 Concerning His Son, who came out of the seed of David according to the 

flesh, 
Rom 1:4 Who was designated the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of 

holiness out of the resurrection of the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord; 
Rom 5:10 For if we, being enemies, were reconciled to God through the death of 

His Son, much more we will be saved in His life, having been reconciled, 
Rev 21:2 And I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven 

from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 
Rev 3:12 He who overcomes, him I will make a pillar in the temple of My God, and 

he shall by no means go out anymore, and I will write upon him the name 
of My God and the name of the city of My God, the New Jerusalem, 
which descends out of heaven from My God, and My new name. 

3. The New Jerusalem is the corporate God-man—the enlargement, expansion, and 

expression of God—the corporate God— Rom. 8:29; Heb. 2:10-12; Rev. 4:3; 21:10-11: 
Rom 8:29 Because those whom He foreknew, He also predestinated to be conformed to 

the image of His Son, that He might be the Firstborn among many brothers; 
Heb 2:10 For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things and through whom are all 

things, in leading many sons into glory, to make the Author of their salvation 
perfect through sufferings. 

Heb 2:11 For both He who sanctifies and those who are being sanctified are all of One, 
for which cause He is not ashamed to call them brothers, 

Heb 2:12 Saying, "I will declare Your name to My brothers; in the midst of the church I 
will sing hymns of praise to You." 

Rev 4:3 And He who was sitting was like a jasper stone and a sardius in appearance, 
and there was a rainbow around the throne like an emerald in appearance. 

Rev 21:10 And he carried me away in spirit onto a great and high mountain and showed 
me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 

Rev 21:11 Having the glory of God. Her light was like a most precious stone, like a jasper 
stone, as clear as crystal. 

a. The New Jerusalem is the expansion and expression of the processed and 

consummated Triune God with His built-up people—vv. 10-11. 
Rev 21:10 And he carried me away in spirit onto a great and high mountain and 

showed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
Rev 21:11 Having the glory of God. Her light was like a most precious stone, like a 

jasper stone, as clear as crystal. 

b. The New Jerusalem is God‟s enlargement and expansion, God‟s expression in 

eternity, which is the corporate God— Gen. 1:1; John 1:1, 14; 1 Cor. 15:45b; 

Rev. 22:17. 
Gen 1:1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 
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John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. 

John 1:14 And the Word became flesh and tabernacled among us (and we beheld His 
glory, glory as of the only Begotten from the Father), full of grace and reality. 

1 Cor 15:45b … the last Adam became a life-giving Spirit. 
Rev 22:17 And the Spirit and the bride say, Come! And let him who hears say, 

Come! And let him who is thirsty come; let him who wills take the water 
of life freely. 

 

II. The New Jerusalem is “the bride, the wife of the Lamb…the holy city, 

Jerusalem”—21:9-10: 
Rev 21:9 And one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues came 

and spoke with me, saying, Come here; I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb. 
Rev 21:10 And he carried me away in spirit onto a great and high mountain and showed me the holy 

city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 

A. The apostle John saw “the holy city…prepared as a bride adorned for her husband”—v. 2: 
Rev 21:2 And I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 

prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 

1. The New Jerusalem is a bride, indicating that she is not a material city but a corporate 

person for Christ‟s satisfaction. 

2. As the bride, the wife of the Lamb, the New Jerusalem is Christ‟s eternal counterpart—

19:7. 
Rev 19:7 Let us rejoice and exult, and let us give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the 

Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself ready. 

B. The New Jerusalem is the ultimate consummation of the divine romance—a universal 

couple, “a loving pair eternally”—22:17: 
Rev 22:17 And the Spirit and the bride say, Come! And let him who hears say, Come! And let 

him who is thirsty come; let him who wills take the water of life freely. 

1. The subject of the Bible is a divine romance of a universal couple; the male is God 

Himself, and the female is God‟s chosen and redeemed people—Isa. 54:5; Jer. 2:2; 

3:1, 14; 31:32; Hosea 2:7, 19; John 3:29; 2 Cor. 11:2; Rev. 19:7. 
Isa 54:5 For your Maker is your Husband; / Jehovah of hosts is His name. / And the 

Holy One of Israel is your Redeemer; / He is called the God of all the earth. 
Jer 2:2 Go and cry in the ears of Jerusalem, saying, Thus says Jehovah: / I remember 

concerning you the kindness of your youth, / The love of your bridal days, / 
When you followed after Me in the wilderness, / In a land that was not sown. 

Jer 3:1 It is said, / If a man divorces his wife / And she goes from him / And becomes 
another man's wife, / Will he return to her again? / Will not that land be / Utterly 
polluted? / But you have committed fornication with many lovers. / Yet return to 
Me, declares Jehovah. 

Jer 3:14 Return, O apostate children, declares Jehovah, for I am a Husband to you; and 
I will take you, one from a city and two from a family, and will bring you to Zion. 

Jer 31:32 Not like the covenant which I made with their fathers in the day I took them by 
their hand to bring them out from the land of Egypt, My covenant which they 
broke, although I was their Husband, declares Jehovah. 

Hosea 2:7 And she will pursue her lovers / But will not overtake them; / And she will seek 
them but not find them; / And she will say, I will go / And return to my first 
husband, / For it was better for me then than now. 

Hosea 2:19 And I will betroth you to Myself forever; / Indeed I will betroth you to Myself / In 
righteousness and justice / And in lovingkindness and compassions; 

John 3:29 He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the bridegroom, who 
stands and hears him, rejoices with joy because of the bridegroom's voice. This 
joy of mine therefore is made full. 

2 Cor 11:2 For I am jealous over you with a jealousy of God; for I betrothed you to one 
husband to present you as a pure virgin to Christ. 

Rev 19:7 Let us rejoice and exult, and let us give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the 
Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself ready. 
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2. The divine romance is portrayed poetically in Song of Songs— 1:2; 8:14: 
S. S. 1:2 Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth! / For your love is better than wine. 
S. S. 8:14 Make haste, my beloved, / And be like a gazelle or a young hart / Upon the 

mountains of spices. 

a. The seeker passes through a process to become the Shulammite, the duplication 

of Solomon and a figure of the New Jerusalem—6:13, 4. 
S. S. 6:13 Return, return, O Shulammite; / Return, return, that we may gaze at you. 

/ Why should you gaze at the Shulammite, / As upon the dance of two 
camps? 

S. S. 6:4 You are as beautiful, my love, as Tirzah, / As lovely as Jerusalem, / As 
terrible as an army with banners. 

b. The New Jerusalem will be a corporate Shulammite, including all of God‟s 

chosen and redeemed people. 

3. Christ‟s espousal and marriage life cover the church age, the kingdom age, and the 

eternal age: 

a. In the church age we are betrothed to Christ—2 Cor. 11:2. 
2 Cor 11:2 For I am jealous over you with a jealousy of God; for I betrothed you to 

one husband to present you as a pure virgin to Christ. 

b. The wedding day will be the age of the millennial kingdom—Rev. 19:7. 
Rev 19:7 Let us rejoice and exult, and let us give the glory to Him, for the marriage 

of the Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself ready. 

c. The marriage life will be in the New Jerusalem eternally— 21:2, 9-10. 
Rev 21:2 And I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven 

from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 
Rev 21:9 And one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven 

last plagues came and spoke with me, saying, Come here; I will show 
you the bride, the wife of the Lamb. 

Rev 21:10 And he carried me away in spirit onto a great and high mountain and 
showed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from 
God, 

4. The New Jerusalem will be the bride in the millennium for one thousand years as one 

day (2 Pet. 3:8) and then the wife in the new heaven and new earth for eternity (Rev. 

21:2): 
2 Pet 3:8 But do not let this one thing escape you, beloved, that with the Lord one day is 

like a thousand years and a thousand years like one day. 
Rev 21:2 And I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 

prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 

a. The bride in the millennium will include only the overcoming saints—3:12. 
Rev 3:12 He who overcomes, him I will make a pillar in the temple of My God, and 

he shall by no means go out anymore, and I will write upon him the name 
of My God and the name of the city of My God, the New Jerusalem, 
which descends out of heaven from My God, and My new name. 

b. The wife in the new heaven and new earth will include all the redeemed and 

regenerated sons of God—21:7. 
Rev 21:7 He who overcomes will inherit these things, and I will be God to him, and 

he will be a son to Me. 

C. Revelation 22:17 indicates that Christ and the New Jerusalem as His wife will be a 

universal couple for eternity: 
Rev 22:17 And the Spirit and the bride say, Come! And let him who hears say, Come! And let 

him who is thirsty come; let him who wills take the water of life freely. 

1. The Spirit, who is the totality of the processed Triune God, becomes one with the 

believers, who are now fully matured to be His bride—cf. Eph. 4:13, 15-16. 
Eph 4:13 Until we all arrive at the oneness of the faith and of the full knowledge of the 

Son of God, at a full-grown man, at the measure of the stature of the fullness of 
Christ, 
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Eph 4:15 But holding to truth in love, we may grow up into Him in all things, who is the 
Head, Christ, 

Eph 4:16 Out from whom all the Body, being joined together and being knit together 
through every joint of the rich supply and through the operation in the measure 
of each one part, causes the growth of the Body unto the building up of itself in 
love. 

2. The consummation of the processed Triune God and the consummation of God‟s 

chosen, redeemed, regenerated, and transformed people will be one and will be a 

universal couple expressing the Triune God for eternity. 

D. The overcomers in the recovered church will be the New Jerusalem in the millennial 

kingdom—Rev. 3:7-8, 12. 
Rev 3:7 And to the messenger of the church in Philadelphia write: These things says the Holy 

One, the true One, the One who has the key of David, the One who opens and no 
one will shut, and shuts and no one opens: 

Rev 3:8 I know your works; behold, I have put before you an opened door which no one can 
shut, because you have a little power and have kept My word and have not denied 
My name. 

Rev 3:12 He who overcomes, him I will make a pillar in the temple of My God, and he shall by 
no means go out anymore, and I will write upon him the name of My God and the 
name of the city of My God, the New Jerusalem, which descends out of heaven from 
My God, and My new name. 

 

III. The Lord Jesus will make the overcoming one in the recovered church a pillar 

built into the temple of God, which is the Triune God Himself—v. 12a; 21:22: 
Rev 3:12a He who overcomes, him I will make a pillar in the temple of My God, and he shall by no 

means go out anymore, … 
Rev 21:22 And I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. 

A. In Revelation 21:22 we see that in the New Jerusalem the Triune God Himself will be the 

temple: 
Rev 21:22 And I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. 

1. For the overcomer to be a pillar in the temple means that he will be a pillar in the 

Triune God—3:12a. 
Rev 3:12a He who overcomes, him I will make a pillar in the temple of My God, and he 

shall by no means go out anymore, … 

2. This involves being mingled with the Triune God and constituted with the Triune 

God—Eph. 3:16-17a. 
Eph 3:16 That He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be 

strengthened with power through His Spirit into the inner man, 
Eph 3:17a That Christ may make His home in your hearts through faith, … 

B. The Lord makes us pillars by transforming us, that is, by carrying away our natural element 

and replacing it with His divine element—Rom. 12:2; 2 Cor. 3:18: 
Rom 12:2 And do not be fashioned according to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of 

the mind that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and well 
pleasing and perfect. 

2 Cor 3:18 But we all with unveiled face, beholding and reflecting like a mirror the glory of the 
Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, even as from 
the Lord Spirit. 

1. The meaning of make in Revelation 3:12 is to constitute us into something, to 

construct us in a creative way. 
Rev 3:12 He who overcomes, him I will make a pillar in the temple of My God, and he 

shall by no means go out anymore, and I will write upon him the name of My 
God and the name of the city of My God, the New Jerusalem, which descends 
out of heaven from My God, and My new name. 

2. In the church life today the Lord desires to make us, constitute us, into pillars in the 

temple of God. 
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C. The Lord‟s work in the recovered church is to work Himself into us, constituting us into 

pillars in the temple of God—Eph. 3:16-17a; Rev. 3:12a. 
Eph 3:16 That He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with 

power through His Spirit into the inner man, 
Eph 3:17a That Christ may make His home in your hearts through faith, … 
Rev 3:12a He who overcomes, him I will make a pillar in the temple of My God, and he shall by 

no means go out anymore, … 
 

IV. Upon the one in the recovered church who overcomes, the Lord Jesus will 

write the name of His God, the name of the city of God, the New Jerusalem, 

and His new name—v. 12b: 
Rev 3:12b … and I will write upon him the name of My God and the name of the city of My God, the 

New Jerusalem, which descends out of heaven from My God, and My new name. 

A. The fact that the name of God, the name of the New Jerusalem, and the Lord‟s new name 

are written upon the overcomer indicates that the overcomer is possessed by God, by the 

New Jerusalem, and by the Lord; that God Himself, His city (New Jerusalem), and the Lord 

Himself all belong to him; and that he is one with God, with the New Jerusalem, and with 

the Lord. 

B. The name of God denotes God Himself, the name of the New Jerusalem denotes the city 

itself, and the name of the Lord denotes the Lord Himself—v. 12b. 
Rev 3:12b … and I will write upon him the name of My God and the name of the city of My God, 

the New Jerusalem, which descends out of heaven from My God, and My new name. 

C. That the name of God, the name of the New Jerusalem, and the name of the Lord are 

written on the overcomer indicates that what God is, the nature of the New Jerusalem, and 

the person of the Lord have all been wrought into the overcomer— John 14:19-20, 23; Eph. 

3:16-17. 
John 14:19 Yet a little while and the world beholds Me no longer, but you behold Me; because I 

live, you also shall live. 
John 14:20 In that day you will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you. 
John 14:23 Jesus answered and said to him, If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word, and My 

Father will love him, and We will come to him and make an abode with him. 
Eph 3:16 That He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with 

power through His Spirit into the inner man, 
Eph 3:17 That Christ may make His home in your hearts through faith, that you, being rooted 

and grounded in love, 

D. The mentioning of the New Jerusalem as a prize to the overcomer indicates that this 

promise will be fulfilled in the millennial kingdom; the New Jerusalem in the millennium 

will be a prize only to the overcomers—Rev. 3:12b. 
Rev 3:12b … and I will write upon him the name of My God and the name of the city of My God, 

the New Jerusalem, which descends out of heaven from My God, and My new name. 

 


