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3. For us to be branches of the divine vine is a matter of joy—a joyful life.
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love.

5.1t is in this kind of life that we are full of joy.

6. This joy is Christ Himself; when He abides in us, His joy abides in us to be the
source of our joy that our joy may abound and become full and that we may
live our days with joy.

§ Day 2
C. There is joy in the Holy Spirit—Rom. 14:17:
1. God wants us to enjoy Him and live for His purpose—Neh. 8:10; Eph. 3:11.

2. The Triune God is a God of joy, and the apostles are fellow workers with the
saints for their joy—Rom. 15:13; John 15:11; 17:13; Acts 13:52; Gal. 5:22; 2
Cor. 1:24; Phil. 1:25; 2:17-18.

3.We may experience the joy of the Lord's word being in our heart—Jer.
15:16.

4. A sweet thought revealed in the Word of God is that in Christ God has
given Himself to us as grace to be our enjoyment—John 1:14, 16-17; 2 Cor.
13:14:

§ Day 3 & Day 4

a.In the first reference in the Bible to God's relationship with man, God
presents Himself to man as food; this shows that God wants us to
enjoy Him—Gen. 2:7, 9; Psa. 16:11; Jer. 15:16.

b.God's desire is to give Himself to us to be our enjoyment—Neh.
8:10.

c. The secret to the Christian life is not how much we work for Him but
how much we absorb Him and enjoy Him—]John 15:4-5; Col. 2:6-7.

II. The joy of the Triune God is becoming our joy:
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A.In His person Christ is our joy:

1. If we abide in the Lord and keep abiding in Him by abiding in His love, we will
be filled with joy—]John 15:10-11.

2.The Lord is recovering the matters that have been missed among most
Christians, and enjoying the Lord is one of the most important of these
matters—1 Pet. 1:8.

3. The matter of eating and enjoying the Lord is based on John 6:57.

4. The Christian living is a life of eating, drinking, and enjoying the Lord day by
day—v. 57; 1 Cor. 10:4.

§ Day 5

5.In order for us to be faithful, normal, and proper Christians, the primary
matter that we need to take care of is enjoying the Lord; this needs to be a
vision to us—Prov. 29:18; Acts 26:19.

6. Our spirit needs to take the lead in enjoying the Lord—Heb. 4:12:

a. We must learn to directly use our spirit and let the soul be a follower
of the spirit.

b.Our spirit must take the lead aggressively in enjoying the Lord.

7.In His prayer to the Father, the Son said, “Now I am coming to You, and
these things [ speak in the world that they may have My joy made full in
themselves”—]John 17:13:

a. The fullness of joy is in the real oneness.

b.When we are one in the Father's name by the Father's life, enjoying
the Father together, we will have the Lord's joy made full in us—v. 13.

B.In the church as the kingdom of the Son of God's love, we experience
and enjoy Christ in His all-inclusiveness—Col. 1:12-13, 27; 2:9, 16-17;
3:1, 4, 11:
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1. Christ is our allotted portion, our good land—the divine inheritance for our
enjoyment—1:12.

2. Christ is the reality of every positive thing in the universe—2:16-17.
3. Christ is the One sitting at the right hand of God—3:1.

4, Christ dwells in us as our hope of glory—1:27.

5. Christ is our life—3:4.

6. Christ is the constituent of the one new man—vv. 10-11.

§ Day 6

C. According to 1 Peter 1:8, the believers “exult with joy that is unspeakable

and full of glory”:

1. This joy is immersed in the Lord as glory; thus, it is full of the expression of
the Lord.

2. By believing into the Lord and loving Him, we obtain great joy.

3. The normal condition of a Christian is to have joy that is full of glory.

D.Enjoying the Lord has many aspects, such as the joy of the Lord's

presence (Psa. 16:11), the joy of living in the divine romance (S. S. 1:1-4),
the joy of the divine dispensing of the Divine Trinity (2 Cor. 13:14; Eph.
3:14-21), the joy of drinking of the river of God's pleasures (Psa. 46:4a;
36:8b), the joy of knowing God's love (Gal. 2:20; Rom. 8:38-39), the joy of
doing God's will (Psa. 40:8a), the joy of contentment in all circumstances
(Phil. 4:11), and entering into the joy of the Lord in the kingdom (Matt.
25:21, 23).

E. A Christian should be a joyful person—joyful in the Spirit—Gal. 5:22:

1. The Lord is our joy when we are in Him—Rom. 14:17.

2.When we are abiding in the Lord, no matter what problem we have, we are
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joyful, and any difficulty deepens our joy in the Lord—]John 15:4.

3. The Holy Spirit is a Spirit of joy—Rom. 14:17:

a.If we are joyful, this indicates that the Holy Spirit in us is also joyful —
Gal. 5:22.

b.There may be nothing in the outward environment to make us joyful,
but the Lord who lives in us is our joy—Col. 1:27.
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WEEK 2 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

Rom. 15:13 Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in
believing, that you may abound in hope in the power of the Holy Spirit.

John 15:11 These things | have spoken to you that My joy may be in you
and that your joy may be made full.

Romans 15:13 [indicates] that joy is one of God’s attributes. God is the God
of enjoyment. In our experience, if we enjoy God as grace, we shall have peace,
and if we have peace, we shall have joy.

In His person Christ is joy to the believers...The context of John 15:11 is
the Lord’s word concerning the vine and the branches being an organism to
glorify the Father by expressing the riches of the divine life (vv. 1-11). For us
to be branches of the divine vine and to bear fruit to express the divine life is a
matter of joy—a joyful life. If we abide in the Lord and keep abiding in Him by
abiding in His love so that we may bear much fruit to express the riches of His
life for the glorification of the Father, we shall be filled with joy. Our joy always
comes from our abiding in the Lord, from our abiding in His love, from our
fruit-bearing in His rich life, and from the expression and glorification of the
Father. In this kind of life we are full of a joy that is actually Christ Himself. (The
Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 106, 575)

Today’s Reading

In John 17:13 the Lord Jesus again speaks concerning His joy being made
full in the believers. In His prayer to the Father, He said, “Now [ am coming to
You, and these things I speak in the world that they may have My joy made full
in themselves.” The fullness of joy is in the real oneness. When we are one in
the Father’s name by the Father’s life, enjoying the Father together, we shall
have the Lord’s joy made full in us. This is the reason that when we are truly
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one, we are filled with praise to the Father. This praise is the overflow of the
inner joy.

In Philippians 3:1 Paul says, “Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord. To
write the same things to you, for me it is not irksome, but for you it is safe.” Here
Paul charges the saints to rejoice in the Lord. His word indicates that rejoicing
in the Lord is a safeguard, a security...There must have been a situation in
Philippi that required a safeguard, some kind of protection. The situation Paul
had in mind was the trouble caused by the Judaizers. As a protection from that
trouble, Paul encouraged the saints to rejoice in the Lord.

In Philippians 4:4 Paul says, “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say,
rejoice.” All believers need to rejoice in the Lord...This rejoicing affords us the
strength for the oneness spoken of in Philippians 4:2 and 3. If believers are
to think the same thing, it is necessary for them to learn to rejoice. Rejoicing
in the Lord is also the secret of having the excellent characteristics listed in
Philippians 4:5-9. If we would have the virtues found in these verses, we need
to rejoice in the Lord. Therefore, rejoicing in the Lord is very important. (The
Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 575-576)

Whether the Lord’s joy can remain in us depends on whether we make the
Lord joyful. If we do not love the Lord and abide in Him, if the Lord’s words do
not abide in us, and if we do not obey the commandments given by the Lord,
can the Lord be joyful in us?...Those who do not abide in the Lord often have
a sad face and are without joy. At times they may joke around and appear
joyful, or they may be joyful when they make money or get promoted, but in
quiet moments they are not joyful. Therefore, they cannot render praises in
the Lord’s table meeting or open their mouth in the prayer meeting, because
the Lord in them is sorrowful and without joy (Eph. 4:30). However, if we
love the Lord, learn to abide in Him continually, allow His words to abide in
us, abide in His love, receive His commandments, and obey His words, the
Lord’s joy will remain in us, and our joy will be made full. (CWWL, 1959, vol. 1,
p. 374)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msgs. 53, 83, 382
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WEEK 2 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

Rom. 14:17 For the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but
righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.

Gal. 5:22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suffering,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness.

Romans 14:17 says that the kingdom of God, which is the reality of the
church life, is joy in the Holy Spirit. First Thessalonians 1:6 tells us that the
believers “received the word in much affliction with joy of the Holy Spirit.”
Furthermore, Galatians 5:22 indicates that joy is a fruit of the Holy Spirit.

All people need joy. As Christians, we have joy when we are filled with
the love of God and the divine life. Love comes from life, and joy comes from
love. The Spirit of God is the Spirit of the divine life, the divine love, and the
divine joy...Therefore, we may have joy in the Holy Spirit, a joy that is of the
Spirit...If we are in the Spirit, we shall be joyful with God and praise Him. (The
Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 894-895)

Today’s Reading

The overcoming life that we live in the church today is the kingdom life, which
is constituted of the joy of the Holy Spirit with righteousness and peace. If we
are righteous and right toward others and toward God, we will have a peaceful
relationship with others and with God. Thus, we will have joy in the Holy Spirit,
proving that we are living in the reality of God’s kingdom and are under God’s rule
and thereby have the practical church life. In Matthew 5, 6, and 7, in the decree of the
constitution of the kingdom of the heavens, concerning the portrayal of the nature
of the people of the kingdom of the heavens (5:1-12), the Lord Jesus concluded with
this word: “Rejoice and exult, for your reward is great in the heavens.” This tells us
that joy is an evidence of our living in the reality of the kingdom.
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We need to rejoice, but it does not mean that we wait for some pleasant
things to happen for us to rejoice. The indwelling Lord is the cause of our
rejoicing, and the Holy Spirit who moves within us is the motivation of our
constant rejoicing. If we live in the fellowship of the Triune God and experience
and enjoy the Spirit, we will have the joy that is brought to us by the Spirit.
(Truth Lessons—Level Two, vol. 4, pp. 60-61)

A sweet thought recorded in the Word of God is that God is not only near us
but that He has even given Himself to us to be our enjoyment. This shows the
intimate relationship God has with us.

Psalm 23 is a favorite psalm among God'’s children; hence, it is difficult to
find a Christian who does not know the words the Lord is my Shepherd. God,
however, is not merely a Shepherd who leads us, protects us, and cares for us.
God is more intimate than a shepherd. If He were merely a shepherd, He could
care for us and shepherd us only in an outward way; He would be unable to
enter into us to become a part of us. He could not become us. However, the
Bible shows that God gives Himself to us for our enjoyment and works Himself
into us. He can enter into us to be our life, our strength, our food, and our
living water. He can meet the need of every part of our being. Those who have
experienced God know that He is truly our enjoyment. We can enjoy God in His
sovereign arrangements and provisions, and we can enjoy Him as the varied
supply to our inward being.

When God is within us, He can supply the needs of our spirit, soul, and body.
God can satisfy the needs of our spirit by supplying us from within our spirit.
He can satisfy the needs of our soul, or our psyche, from within our soul. He can
also satisfy the needs of our body by supplying us in our body. Although our
God is invisible, untouchable, and intangible, those who have experienced God
can testify that they enjoy Him in their spirit, in their soul, and even in their
body. What a glorious blessing this is! (CWWL, 1958, vol. 1, “How to Enjoy God
and How to Practice the Enjoyment of God,” pp. 365-366)

Further Reading: Truth Lessons—Level Two, vol. 4, Isn. 43

International Thanksgiving Blending Conference, Nov. 2023 - Week 2 - Page 4



& RmE =

= \\/ nE#
E/_é IX7i

Q1= 9 “H Fo S A & HE GO B ML Z K R
Hfeees 7

=16~ 17 “ Mkt + ik EAMNFMLT, AL
B ke By e B o 2 IRAR A AR A IRER AR R A, 7

EEZFR-—NEHFEANEN, EzdF KW
=, k—RrEHHHR, BHEUETEE-IK
TR, K—RREZEH, UELXLEH. &
X228, k—RREWMZTA, TEEARWEE
ANBRAT . AR AEEFERA, HMEESARFXME
Co - MILAEG T UG, RILAZBE LSRR,
MARTEX £ EWRT. ZE®HTTE - FAE
MET. &R mE, M- EEEME TS A
kEZ, ANMEEZE, WX TANE - AW&, B
EENCE. TIMTEANCEN, I2tE D, (F
FIXE-—NENFE M, E—=T. )

EREE

L EARER R EREE(R, Mt E—RL AT,
RNBIR, RAFLCEFLN, - EATT — M,
RAaGt =% it AvziE, TR TEF, M1F L
F, AR ME—IRANFEE. MR HE () -
—HAEMATFEATHE, AT RE. KAWL
TR, TUERKREMNGLL. EHRUMITET
ROTHE R, EXLANRIEZZ AN EN. ET=
B Z MR, ET1RERAF B KT Ew
B R el - Z WA F KT £ a8y R Y5

O =Ft+—ARETERAARE - B 2RARMES-851

WEEK 2 — DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

Gen. 2:9 And out of the ground Jehovah God caused to grow every tree
that is pleasant to the sight and good for food, as well as the tree of life in
the middle of the garden...

John 1:16-17 For of His fullness we have all received, and grace upon
grace...Grace and reality came through Jesus Christ.

In the Bible there is a very important principle related to the first mention
of a matter that sets an eternal governing principle for that matter throughout
the rest of the Bible. The way a matter is spoken of the first time determines
the meaning of similar matters that are mentioned subsequently. In the first
reference to God’s relationship with man in the Bible, God presents Himself to
man as food. This shows that God wants man to enjoy Him. After God created
man, He placed him in front of the tree of life so that man would enjoy the fruit of
that tree. The tree of life signifies God Himself. This shows that God wants to be
man'’s enjoyment. God’s first thought after creating man was for man to eat and
drink, and the object of this eating and drinking was God Himself. (CWWL, 1958,
vol. 1, “How to Enjoy God and How to Practice the Enjoyment of God,” p. 375)

Today’s Reading

When the Lord Jesus was on earth, He repeatedly revealed that He was food
for man to eat and enjoy. The Lord performed a miracle, [feeding] five thousand
with five loaves and two fish, and there was much left over. When people
saw this, they thought that He was the greatest prophet, who would perform
miracles among them and take care of them...This concept was absolutely
wrong; hence, the Lord spoke a word to change their concept. He pointed
out that they were seeking for food that perishes, food that is of no eternal
value. He did not come to give man corruptible food, but He came to give man
incorruptible food from heaven...The Lord explained that He is the food; He
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wanted to give Himself to them as their food for their enjoyment. It was as if He
were saying, “It is not enough to know Me as the sovereign Lord who performs
miracles...I am much more than these things. I will not only perform outward
things...You need to know Me as the Creator who has come to be your food.
[ have given My flesh to you for food and My blood to you for drink so that I
can enter into you. He who eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life,
because this eternal life is just Me. If you eat Me and drink Me, [ will enter into
you, and spontaneously you will have eternal life.”

According to the Bible, after creating Adam, God did not say, “You must
worship Me in this way,” or “You must serve Me in that way.” On the contrary,
after creating Adam, God placed him in front of the tree of life. God seemed to
be saying, “Adam, come here. Just enjoy. | am the tree of life, and | am here for
you to enjoy Me...I have no desire for you to serve or worship Me in this or that
way. I only want to present Myself to you as food. My only desire is for you to
enjoy Me.”

One day the tree of life came as the Word who became flesh, who
tabernacled among us, full of grace and reality (John 1:14). Again He was
placed in front of man as the tree of life so that man could “pick” the fruit from
this tree. No one, however, knew that they could pick from this tree. In the four
Gospels those who came to Him asked what they should do and which was the
great commandment in the law (Matt. 19:16; 22:36). This was all they asked.
But His answer was always the same: “I am the bread that came down from
heaven...I want you to receive Me, to enjoy Me. I am the tree of life. Life is in
Me. I am life, and [ have come that men may have life and have it abundantly
(John 10:10). I am like the tree of life that was in the garden of Eden...I want to
dispense Myself into you. | want to be your food to enter into you and be your
very life. My thought is simply that you would enjoy Me.” (CWWL, 1958, vol. 1,
pp. 375-377)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1963, vol. 4, “The Life and Way for the Practice of
the Church Life,” ch. 5
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WEEK 2 — DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

John 6:57 As the living Father has sent Me and | live because of the
Father, so he who eats Me, he also shall live because of Me.

1 Cor. 10:4 And all drank the same spiritual drink; for they drank of a
spiritual rock which followed them, and the rock was Christ.

The focus of our remembrance of the Lord is our eating and drinking of
Him. The Lord said, “This is My body, which is given for you; this do unto
the remembrance of Me...This cup is the new covenant established in My
blood; this do, as often as you drink it, unto the remembrance of Me” (1
Cor. 11:24-25). The Lord’s words clearly state that to remember Him is to
receive Him as the One who was given for us and to receive all that He has
accomplished.

Hence, every time we come to remember the Lord, we should not remember
Him merely by meditating in our mind. We need to receive Him and all that
He has accomplished in our spirit as our inward enjoyment and allow Him to
mingle more with us. This is the true remembrance of the Lord.

The significance of bread-breaking is also the meaning of our Christian
living. The Christian living is a life of eating, drinking, and enjoying the Lord day
by day in order to allow Him to mingle with us. We should not do this merely
on the first day of the week when we come to the bread-breaking meeting. This
should be our daily living. As saved ones, we live by eating and drinking the
Lord. (CWWL, 1959, vol. 3, “Lessons for New Believers,” p. 144)

Today’s Reading

God does not intend for us to do anything for Him. As God’s children, we
need to change our concept and see that God’s only desire is to give Himself
to us to be our enjoyment. The secret of the Christian life is not how much we
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work for Him, but how much we enjoy Him...We must learn this secret.. We
need to learn to simply turn our inner being to enjoy God. When we pray, there
is no need for us to be concerned about our difficulties and burdens...We need
to learn to come to God to enjoy and absorb Him, and forget about everything,
even a child’s illness. If we forget, the Lord will not forget...The more we want
Him to come and take care of a matter, the more He does not come. He knows
our “Lazarus” is sick, but He does not answer our prayer...The more we insist,
the more He waits until “Lazarus” finally dies, is buried, and begins to stink.
This is the Lord. He has no intention for us to do anything for Him. His only
intention is that we learn to absorb and enjoy Him.

Martha was always busy for the Lord. She did not know how to stop and
absorb the Lord. We must learn to stop ourselves. In particular, when we
pray, we must learn to stop our involvement in so many affairs...Whether our
prayer is for half an hour or only ten minutes, we should absorb and enjoy the
Lord. We should feed on Him until we are full. Let the children be sick. Let the
difficulties remain. Let the burdens take care of themselves. The Lord knows all
about these things. We should enjoy Him and be fed by Him. We should simply
enjoy and absorb the Lord again and again. If we do this, we will be filled with
God, and our face will shine. We will be full of the Lord’s presence. What a glory
this will be!

Some elders are sorrowful elders. When they consider hall twenty-eight,
they shake their head..When they come to the Lord in the morning, they
should behold His beauty, absorb Him, receive Him, and enjoy Him. As they are
fed by Him and are filled with Him, their faces will shine. Then when they visit
hall twenty-eight in the evening, all the brothers and sisters...will marvel at the
shining face and say, “The countenance of this elder has changed. His face is no
longer sad but shining. When he stands up to speak, the Lord is expressed.”...
This is what it means to be a Christian. (CWWL, 1958, vol. 1, How to Enjoy God
and How to Practice the Enjoyment of God, pp. 384-385)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1988, vol. 2, “Messages Given to the Working
Saints,” ch. 7
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WEEK 2 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

Heb. 4:12 For the word of God is living and operative and sharper than
any two-edged sword, and piercing even to the dividing of soul and spirit
and of joints and marrow, and able to discern the thoughts and intentions
of the heart.

Luke 1:46-47 And Mary said, My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit
has exulted in God my Savior.

Our spirit needs to take the lead in enjoying the Lord...[Luke 1:46-47 is]
describing the enjoyment of the Lord, and in the enjoyment of the Lord, our
spirit has to take the lead. First, Mary’s spirit exulted in God; then her soul
magnified the Lord. Her praise to God issued from her spirit and was expressed
through her soul. But today we mostly use our soul first. We must learn to
directly use our spirit and let the soul be a follower of the spirit. Our spirit must
take the lead aggressively in enjoying the Lord. Our spirit should subdue our
soul to make the soul its follower. (CWWL, 1979, vol. 1, “Basic Lessons on Life,”
pp. 593-594)

Today’s Reading

Colossians 1:12 says, “Giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you for
a share of the allotted portion of the saints in the light."...The allotted portion
of the saints refers to Christ. Just as the good land of Canaan was the portion
allotted to the children of Israel in the Old Testament, Christ is the allotted
portion of the New Testament believers. Thus, we need to possess Him and
partake of Him as our heavenly allotment, our heavenly portion.

We need a revelation to see the matter of the enjoyment of Christ, because
it is not according to our natural concept. Our natural concept is that after we
receive the Lord, we need to do something for Him and learn many doctrines
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concerning Him in the Bible. It is difficult for a new believer to have the thought
that after he has received the Lord, he needs to continue his Christian life by
enjoying the Lord...In order for us to be faithful, normal, and proper Christians,
the primary matter that we need to take care of is not learning doctrines but
enjoying the Lord. This needs to be a vision to us. When the sisters are raising
their children, although they need to teach them many things, teaching is not
their primary concern. After a sister has given birth to a child, her main focus is
to feed her child. Although the education of the child is necessary, feeding is the
child’s basic need. However, in traditional Christianity today more attention is
paid to teaching than to feeding.

[ believe that in His recovery the Lord will recover the believers’ enjoyment
of Christ. The reason many believers are weak today is not that they are short
of teaching but that they are malnourished, short of nourishment. Many
Christians are full of knowledge, yet they have little growth in life. Hence, they
are full of criticism toward other believers.

Today we have many problems because we are short of Christ. We are short
of the nourishment that comes from enjoying Christ. If we enjoy Christ day by
day, we will not have any problems. The reason spouses have arguments with
each other is that they are short of Christ. If a husband does not enjoy Christ,
sooner or later he will run into problems with his wife. It is the same in the
church life. As brothers and sisters in the church life, we need to adequately
enjoy Christ; otherwise, we will have problems in the church life. The unique
solution to all our problems is to enjoy Christ. When we enjoy Christ, all the
negative elements and “germs” in our being are swallowed up, and our lack of
all the positive elements and spiritual vitamins is filled up. In this way, all our
problems are solved. However, if we stop enjoying Christ, after a week we will
have many kinds of spiritual diseases. Christ is our daily nourishment, and we
need to taste, eat, and partake of Him in a daily way. (CWWL, 1969, vol. 2, pp.
188-190)

Further Reading: Life-study of Hebrews, msg. 46; Truth Lessons—Level
Three, vol. 4, Isn. 55; Truth Lessons—Level Two, vol. 3, Isn. 32
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WEEK 2 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

1 Pet. 1:8 Whom having not seen, you love; into whom though not seeing
Him at present, yet believing, you exult with joy that is unspeakable and
full of glory.

Phil. 4:11...1 have learned, in whatever circumstances | am, to be content.

The Lord is with us today (Matt. 28:20) but in a hidden, veiled way. His
coming back will be His revelation, when He will be seen openly by all.
Although we have never seen the Lord Jesus, we love Him. At present we cannot
see Him, yet we believe in Him...We love Him whom we have not seen because
of believing, that is, because of the faith that has been infused into us through
our hearing of the living word (Gal. 3:2).

According to 1 Peter 1:8, the believers “exult with joy that is unspeakable
and full of glory.”...This joy is immersed in the Lord as glory; thus, it is full
of the expression of the Lord. This joy is also unspeakable; it is a joy that is
beyond our ability to utter...By believing into the Lord and loving Him, we
obtain great joy. The normal condition of a Christian is to “exult with joy that
is unspeakable and full of glory” (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp.
3854-3855)

Today’s Reading

Romans 14:17 says, “The kingdom of God is not eating and drinking,
but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.” Righteousness
is toward ourselves, peace is toward others, and joy is toward God in the
Holy Spirit. We need to be joyful in the spirit. A Christian must be a joyful
person. This does not mean that our circumstances will be wonderful.
It may actually mean that we are in a “furnace,” like the three friends of
Daniel (Dan. 3:19-20, 25). They were in the blazing furnace, but they were
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still joyful. Our surroundings and circumstances may be miserable, but
we ourselves must be joyful. If between us and God there is no joy, we are
wrong. If we are right with God, there will always be joy, even if we are
suffering. When the apostles Paul and Silas were put into prison, their
surroundings were terrible, but they were joyful (Acts 16:23-25). To their
feeling they were not in the jail but in God. To them, the jail was simply the
representative of God, and they were in Him (Eph. 4:1). Therefore, they
were joyful.

When we are burning in our spirit and joyful in the Holy Spirit, we enjoy
God, reign as kings in life, walk in newness of life, and serve in newness of
spirit. In our service we will not give people a feeling of oldness. Rather,...we
will always give others a feeling of freshness and newness. Our being new and
fresh requires that we walk in the spirit and according to the spirit, set our
mind on our spirit, be burning in spirit, and be joyful in the Holy Spirit. In this
way we will boast in God and enjoy Him as our portion. We will spontaneously
reign in life as kings, walk in newness of life, and serve in newness of spirit...All
the matters mentioned in...Romans 12 through 16, are the things we will enjoy
in our spirit. When we enjoy God in a burning and joyful spirit, we have all
these matters. (CWWL, 1966, vol. 2, “The Divine Spirit with the Human Spirit in
the Epistles,” pp. 273-274)

Today the reason some of the elderly saints are so lively is that they have the
eternal life in them...In particular, we see many elderly saints in the meetings
who welcome people with smiles and are full of vigor. What is real in them is
manifested outwardly. They have a life in them that is a never-aging life. When
this life is expressed in them, it becomes joy, because our Lord is the Lord of
joy. There may be nothing in the outward environment to make us joyful, but
the Lord who lives in us is our joy. We are joyful when we sing, and we are
even more joyful when we testify for the Lord. The more we open our mouths,
the more joyful we are. Even by saying Amen or Hallelujah, our faces become
glowing, shining, and full of joy. (CWWL, 1987, vol. 3, “Being Up to Date for the
Rebuilding of the Temple,” p. 30)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 Peter, msg. 6
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WEEK 2 — HYMN

O let us rejoice in the Lord evermore
Comfort in Trials — By Rejoicing in the Lord
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1.0 let us re-joice in the Lord ev - er-more, Though all things a-round us be
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try-ing, Though floods of af-flic - tionlike sea billows roar, It’s bet - ter to sing thanbe
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sigh-ing. (C) Thenre - joice ev-ermore, re - joice ev-ermore, It is bet-ter to sing thanbe
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sigh-ing: It is better tolive thanbe dy-ing; So let us rejoice ev-er-more.

2. O let us rejoice in the Lord evermore,
When the darts of the tempter are flying,
For Satan still dreads, as he oft did of yore,
Our singing much more than our sighing.

3. O let us rejoice in the Lord evermore,
When sickness upon us is stealing,
No cordial like gladness our strength can restore,
For joy is the fountain of healing.
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Composition for prophecy with main point and sub-points:
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