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Week Three

Dealing with Our Heart for the Growth
of the Divine Seed of Life within Us
unto Our Maturity in Life
for God’s Building in Life

M. C. Hymns: 537

Scripture Reading: Matt. 5:8; 13:3-9, 18-23; Prov. 4:23; Jer. 32:39;
Eph. 3:16-17

§ Day 1

I. We must deal with our heart in the light of the Lord's presence
for the growth of the divine seed of life within us unto our
maturity in life; the heart is the conglomerate of man's inward
parts, man's chief representative, his acting agent:

A.Our heart is a composition of all the parts of our soul—the mind, the
emotion, and the will (Matt. 9:4; Heb. 4:12; Acts 11:23; John 14:1;
16:22)—plus one part of our spirit—the conscience (Heb. 10:22; 1 John
3:20).

B.The exercise of the spirit works only when our heart is active; if man's
heart is indifferent, the spirit is imprisoned within and is unable to show
forth its capability—Matt. 5:3, 8; Psa. 78:8.

C. The soul is the person himself, but the heart is the person in action; the

International Thanksgiving Blending Conference, Nov. 2023 - Week 3 Outline - Page 1



S RBMEATHEOMNE, FTaHHRITH.

) KAV G ARG E A AT AR EA VI T 6
BAE, KM B FAE, KMNELTTEAA,
75 F ZAVA AT A S A8,

A OSRAGHHE D, RAGH “FX7 . SRNT,
FENAEGHT TG, AGHBELARNTABGE
T, REBITAM, RARIKMNEANEILY): &
dRAARE, BEIREHTEAMN-FDN D20
H—B w23, Kt=33~37, Rt=x26~21,

(A

ANEMEAGTERKK, HEEELAEFERG T
A REEREERMNCELABX A GHF
MR KR, (HF=9, Kkir— 23,
H =19, H =21, @W15~16, K+ =
18 ~23; ) HAVLME £ ASVESAF KA
S, AERATGCRERT, A AT O/ 41

— AR E LRG0 5k
1 ST EA TR > THR MBI T AR TR G L -
WGEETRATAIL » BRI L —4E =75 26 ©
D DL EE S T ETIRN - BRI - BE TR
W B EY—2H="9-

3 BT EF T BB ARtk A
B0 T T B Y AT A SRR AL L
AHEACF R4 WEE SR E BRI 5k
M —K+=3~9518~23¢

A I B R R0 EEERA 1

o =Ft+—AREBETEMGRERASEE I ANE—SF 27

heart is the acting agent, the acting commissioner, of our entire being.

D.The activities and movements of our physical body depend on our
physical heart; in like manner, our daily living, the way we act and behave,
depends on what kind of psychological heart we have.

E. The heart is the entrance and exit of life, the “switch” of life; if the heart
is not right, life in the spirit is hindered, and the law of life cannot work
freely and without obstruction to reach every part of our being; though
life has great power, this great power is controlled by our small heart—
Prov. 4:23; Matt. 12:33-37; cf. Ezek. 36:26-27.

§ Day 2

II. Our growth in life builds up the church as the Body of Christ,
which takes place by the growth of Christ as the seed of life
in our heart (1 John 3:9; 1 Pet. 1:23; Col. 2:19; Eph. 2:21;
4:15-16; Matt. 13:18-23); we need to cooperate with the
Lord by dealing with our heart so that it can be kept with
the following characteristics:

A. God wants our heart to be soft:

1. When God deals with our heart, He takes away the heart of stone out of our
flesh and gives us a heart of flesh, a soft heart—Ezek. 36:26.

2.To be soft means that our heart is submissive and yielding toward the Lord,
not stiff-necked and rebellious—cf. Exo. 32:9.

3. A soft heart is the good earth in which Christ can freely grow; it is a heart that
is not hardened by worldly traffic, that is without self-seeking, and that is
without the anxiety of the age and the deceitfulness of riches—Matt. 13:3-9,
18-23.

4. God softens our heart by using His love to move us; if love cannot move us,
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He uses His hand through the environment to discipline us until our heart is
softened—2 Cor. 5:14; 4:16-18; Heb. 12:6-7; cf. Jer. 48:11.

B. God wants our heart to be pure:

1. A pure heart is a heart that loves God and wants God; besides God, it has no
other love, inclination, or desire—Matt. 5:8; Psa. 73:25; cf. Jer. 32:39.

2.0ur heart should be single for God so that we are fearful of nothing except
offending Him and losing His presence—Psa. 86:11; Isa. 11:1-2.

3.To be pure in heart is to have the single goal of accomplishing God's will for
God's glory; our goal should be the fullest enjoyment and gaining of Christ—
Phil. 3:7-14.

4, We must pursue Christ “with those who call on the Lord out of a pure
heart”—2 Tim. 2:22; 1 Tim. 1:5; Psa. 73:1.

§ Day 3

C. God wants our heart to be loving:

1. A loving heart is a heart in which the emotion loves God, wants God, thirsts
after God, and yearns for God, having a personal, affectionate, private, and
spiritual relationship with the Lord—42:1-2; S. S. 1:1-4.

2.We must turn our heart back to the Lord again and again and have it
continually renewed so that we may have a new and fresh love toward the
Lord—2 Cor. 3:16.

3. All spiritual experiences start with love in the heart; if we do not love the
Lord, it is impossible to receive any kind of spiritual experience—Eph. 6:24;
Rev. 2:4-5.

4. Our love for the Lord qualifies, perfects, and equips us to speak for the Lord
with His authority; if we love the Lord to the uttermost, we will be filled and
overflowing with Him—John 21:15-17; Matt. 26:6-13; 28:18-20.
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D.God wants our heart to be at peace:

1. A heart at peace is a heart in which the conscience is without offense,
condemnation, or reproach—Acts 24:16; 1 John 3:19-21; Heb. 10:22.

2.1f we confess our sins in the light of God's presence, we receive His
forgiveness and His cleansing so that we may enjoy uninterrupted fellowship
with God with a good and pure conscience—1 John 1:7, 9; 1 Tim. 1:5; 3:9.

3. The result of practicing fellowship with God in prayer is that we enjoy the
peace of God, which is actually God as peace mounting guard over our hearts
and thoughts in Christ, keeping us calm and tranquil—Phil. 4:6-7.

4. We need to let the peace of Christ arbitrate in our hearts by forgiving one
another to put on the one new man—~Col. 3:13-15.

§ Day 4

III. We need to see the obstacles that God's life encounters in
our heart:

A.The first problem that God's life encounters in us is that we do not realize
the darkness of our human concepts—2 Cor. 3:14; 4:4:

1. We need to see that the only thing that matters in the Christian life is how we
take care of the living Christ in us—Gal. 1:16; 2:20; 4:19; Phil. 1:19-21; 2 Cor.
3:18.

2.Being a Christian means not taking anything other than Christ as our aim;
many people have difficulty in their spiritual life after they are saved because
they do not know the pathway of life, and they do not take Christ as their
life—Rom. 8:6.

B. The second problem that life encounters in us is hypocrisy—Matt. 6:2, 5;
7:5:23:13-29:
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1. A person's spirituality is not determined by outward appearance but by how
he takes care of the indwelling Christ.

2. Our natural goodness is false spirituality and is actually a great hindrance to
life; the expression of life involves the rejection of our natural disposition and
preference and simply allowing Christ to operate in us and break us.

3.1f we always do things according to our disposition and natural being, the
outcome will always be hypocrisy.

§ Day 5

C. The third problem that life encounters in us is rebellion—2 Cor. 10:4-5:

1. Christ operates and moves in us in order to make us clear about His will and
requirements for us and about His leading and dealing with us.

2. However, if we do not obey but go against the feeling within, not accepting
His leading or paying the price, this unwillingness and opposition are
rebellion.

3. The sin that we commit the most frequently and most severely is not outward
and visible; rather, it is the sin of disobeying the sense of Christ in us; Christ
is living in us, and He is constantly giving us an inward sense of life—Rom. 8:6;
1]John 2:27; cf. Eph. 3:1; 4:1; 6:20; 2 Cor. 2:12-14.

D.The fourth problem that life encounters in us is our natural capability:

1. Many brothers and sisters truly love the Lord, are zealous for the Lord, and
are very godly; nevertheless, their greatest problem is the strength and
greatness of their capabilities and abilities; consequently, Christ has no
ground or way in them.

2.We may be capable and talented, but we do not consider these things as
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sin or filthiness; instead of despising our natural capabilities, we treasure
them; if they remain unbroken in us, they will become a problem to Christ's
life.

E.If we want Christ's life to be unhindered in us, we must experience the
breaking of the cross and allow these obstacles to be dealt with and
removed—Matt. 16:24-25.

§ Day 6

IV. We need to see the subjective obstacles encountered by
God’s life in our heart:

A.The first subjective problem is the problem of our mind:

1. If the things we want to do originate from our thoughts, then these things will
be nothing more than religious activities, even if they are successful; they are
not a testimony of Christ lived out from our spirit—cf. Phil. 2:5; 1 Cor. 2:16;
Eph. 4:23; Rom. 12:2.

2. Although we have the life of Christ within, we do not cooperate with Christ's
life in our thoughts and actions, and so this life cannot be lived out from us.

3.When our mind is set on the spirit, our outward actions are in agreement
with our inner man, and there is no discrepancy between us and God; He and
we are at peace, not at enmity; the result is that we feel peaceful within—8:6.

B. The second subjective problem is the problem of our will:

1. Even though our mind often understands the intention in our spirit, and we
know the will of God, we are unwilling to submit and obey.

2. We may understand, know, apprehend, and deeply sense that the Lord wants
us to do a certain thing, but our will refuses to submit and surrender, and we
lose the Lord's presence.

3. Both a strong will and a weak will to carry out the Lord's will are hindrances
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to God's life; a will that has been dealt with is both strong and pliable by
being subdued and resurrected by the Lord; having a will that can cooperate
with God is a great matter—Phil. 2:13.

C. The third subjective problem is the problem of our emotion:

1. Our emotion needs to have God's emotion, and we need to fully enter into
God's emotion—2 Thes. 3:5; Phil. 1:8.

2.We should love whatever God loves, like whatever God likes, and hate
whatever God hates; our emotion and His emotion should become one
emotion—Eph. 5:25; 2 Cor. 12:15; 1 Cor. 16:24; Rev. 2:6; Phil. 1:8.

D.We daily need to be strengthened into the inner man so that Christ as life
can make His home in the main parts of our heart—our mind, will, and
emotion—Eph. 3:16-17.

V. May the Lord have mercy upon us and open our eyes to see
that the central work of God in this age is that man may gain
His life and grow and mature in His life; our work should be
the imparting and supplying of the Lord's life to others; only
the work that comes out of His life can reach His eternal
standard and be accepted by Him—]John 7:37-39a; 2 Cor.
4:10-12; 1 John 5:164a; 2 Cor. 3:3, 6.
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WEEK 3 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 5:8 Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.

Prov. 4:23 Keep your heart with all vigilance, for from it are the issues of
life.

Our heart is a composition of all the parts of our soul—the mind, the
emotion, and the will—plus one part of our spirit, the conscience...Our soul is
our personality, our person, our self. The English word psychology is derived
from psuche, the Greek word for soul. The soul is the base of all psychological
matters. The psuche, the soul, is the “I”; it denotes our being as humans, that
is, our personality. This is the reason that in the Bible the number of persons
is often given as the number of souls...(e.g. Exo. 1:5, lit.). This indicates that a
person is a soul, for the soul is one’s person.

As human beings, we have an outward organ, the body, to contact the
physical, visible world. We also have an inward organ, the spirit, to contact God
and the spiritual realm. (Life-study of 1 Thessalonians, second edition, p. 181)

Today’s Reading

The soul is the person himself, but the heart is the person in action. This
means that whenever you act, you act by your heart. Therefore, we may say
that our heart is our representative in action. We have something in our inner
being that represents us, and this representative is our heart. When a brother
says to his wife, “Dear; I love you,” this means that his heart loves her. Likewise,
whenever we hate something, it is our heart that does the hating. Whenever
we enjoy something or dislike something, it is our heart that enjoys or dislikes.
Thus, our heart is our representative, the acting commissioner or ambassador,
of our inner being.
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In Proverbs 4:23...to “keep our heart” is actually to guard it. The Hebrew
word rendered “keep” means “guard.” We should guard our heart above all
because from it are the issues of life...The word life in Proverbs 4:23 implies
an organic element, the element of life; it also implies our daily living and
activities, in fact, our entire human life. Hence, the word life in this verse
is inclusive. As human beings, we have a human life, and this human life
has an organic element and also a daily living. The switch of this life is the
heart.

The activities and movements of our physical body depend on our physical
heart. In like manner, our daily living depends on our psychological heart. The
way we act and behave depends on the kind of heart we have. (Life-study of 1
Thessalonians, second edition, pp. 181-183)

The heart is the conglomerate of man’s inward parts, and it is man’s chief
representative. Therefore, the heart is very closely related to the law of life,
which works in our various inward parts and thereby becomes the various laws.

If life is to enter into the spirit, it must pass through the heart; if life is to
proceed out from the spirit, it also must pass through the heart. Thus, the heart
is the pathway through which life must pass. It can be said to be the entrance
and exit of life. The heart is the entrance and exit of life: the coming in of life
and the going out of life both depend on the heart. Moreover, the heart is also
the switch of life. If the heart is shut, life can neither enter in nor be regulated
out. Once the heart is open, however, life can enter in...Whichever part of the
heart is closed, the life of God cannot regulate to that part; whichever part
of the heart is open, the life of God can regulate to that part. Thus, the heart
is really the switch of life. Though life has great power, yet its great power is
controlled by our small heart. Whether life can be worked out depends entirely
on whether our heart is open. It is like the electric power of a generating plant,
which, though powerful, is controlled by the small switch for the light in our
room; if the switch is not turned on, electricity cannot enter. (CWWL, 1953, vol.
3, “The Knowledge of Life,” pp. 107-108)

Further Reading: The Parts of Man (booklet); CWWL, 1964, vol. 3, “The
Economy of God,” chs. 6-7

International Thanksgiving Blending Conference, Nov. 2023 - Week 3 - Page 2



%= JEmE] —

= \\/ nE#
E/_é IX7i

5255 26 “ BALBWGBARMATS, WA R A
AN E @ ARG AR P R iE s, Bk
MRS, ”

A+t =8 “fERe%EFLE, KERXE, &
—alE, AT, AR =114. 7

(BAT=ZF/N\FTH) FLEMEHFAL, BEH
B BAERTEN, RAERBRNE, WiZF45H
By R R e Ry Bk B, MBI HE —TEI L,
X EWE, FERIETUKA, FHRE, £EE24
TERF. 23.) (XEKEAXR, K+=8#F 1. )

EREE

NEEGEAEXHEE RN AR, BTy Ee
HAEGRENARINETEZE £, RAELEXATHRANTH
o FATEY O [ E A AN A B A, Bt A3,
&, FE, %, TR, BOEWFEA;, ~F, ©
HEQBWE M, w2 QFWEA; A%, AZ0
TR AL, A%, JiRB /R A, e S A
XU AE, HERATECRER, fEVE, RBF, BEE.

E—, MEERNHOK., QB AE LT EMHE
ey, ZFIRE, FFBEIA, LKEEFEE, Kt
FRATH L, ERAB R, HTEGRERININE
e, W BRATAS, (F=7526, ) #2EKRAIN
R L, ALK B A,

LERAN ey et iR, CEEZHT RN EF
B9 AT B R0 XE KNI R R, TIRRE, &

O =Ft+—ARETERMAARE-FBIARMES-8F3 1

WEEK 3 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

Ezek. 36:26 | will also give you a new heart, and a new spirit | will put
within you; and I will take away the heart of stone out of your flesh, and I
will give you a heart of flesh.

Matt. 13:8 But others fell on the good earth and yielded fruit, one a
hundredfold, and one sixtyfold, and one thirtyfold.

The good earth [in Matthew 13:8] signifies the good heart that is not
hardened by worldly traffic, that is without hidden sins, and that is without
the anxiety of the age and the deceitfulness of riches. Such a heart gives every
inch of its ground to receive the word that the word may grow, bear fruit, and
produce even a hundredfold (v. 23). (Matt. 13:8, footnote 1)

Today’s Reading

Since the heart is so vitally related to life, God has no other alternative but
to deal with our heart so that His life might be regulated out from us. Toward
God, our heart has four great problems: hardness, impurity, unlovingness, and
unpeacefulness. Hardness is a matter of the will, impurity is a matter not only
of the mind but also of the emotion, unlovingness is a matter of the emotion,
and unpeacefulness is a matter of the conscience...[God] deals with these four
aspects so that our heart may be soft, pure, loving, and at peace.

First, God wants our heart to be soft. To be soft means that the will of the
heart toward God is submissive and yielding, not stiff-necked and rebellious.
When God deals with our heart so that our heart is soft, He takes away the heart
of stone out of our flesh and gives us a heart of flesh (Ezek. 36:26). This means
that He softens our hard, stony heart so that it becomes a soft heart of flesh.

When we are newly saved, the heart is always softened. But after a
certain time the heart of some turns back and becomes hard again. Not being
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submissive to the Lord and not even fearing the Lord, they gradually fall away
from the Lord’s presence. Whenever our heart is hardened, we have a problem
before God. If we desire the condition of our spiritual living before God to be
right, our heart must not be hardened; on the contrary, it must be continually
softened...We ought to be fearful of offending God. Fear not heaven, and fear
not earth; only fear to offend God. Our heart must be dealt with until it is soft to
this extent; then it is all right. It is indeed sad that many brothers and sisters are
soft in many things; yet as soon as God and the will of God are mentioned, they
become very hard...There are also brothers and sisters who are hard toward
everything; yet when God and the will of God are mentioned, they become soft.
Such people have soft hearts. We should ask God to make our heart soft like this.

How does God make our heart soft? How does He soften our heart?
Sometimes He uses His love to move us, and sometimes He uses chastisement
to strike us. God often uses His love first to move us; if love cannot move us, He
uses His hand through the environment to strike us until our heart is softened.
Once our heart is softened, His life can work within us.

Second, God wants our heart to be pure. A pure heart means a heart that
sets its mind specifically on God. It is also a heart in which the emotion is
exceedingly pure and simple toward God. (See 2 Cor. 11:3.) It only loves God
and wants God; besides God, it has no other love, inclination, or desire. Matthew
5:8 says, “The pure in heart...shall see God.” Thus, if the heart is not pure, we
cannot see God. If our thought is a little concerned with things outside of God,
or if our emotion has a little love toward things outside of God, our heart is no
longer pure; the life in our spirit is also hindered because of this. Therefore, we
must pursue “with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart” (2 Tim. 2:22),
and be those who love the Lord and want God with a pure heart; then we can
let the life of God work freely within us. (CWWL, 1953, vol. 3, “The Knowledge
of Life,” pp. 110-111)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1953, vol. 3, “The Knowledge of Life,” ch. 10
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WEEK 3 — DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

1 Tim. 1.5 But the end of the charge is love out of a pure heart...

Phil. 4:7 And the peace of God, which surpasses every man'’s
understanding, will guard your hearts and your thoughts in Christ Jesus.

Third, God wants our heart to be loving. A loving heart means a heart in which
the emotion loves God, wants God, thirsts after God, yearns for God, and has
affection toward God. In the Bible there is a book that speaks specifically of the
love of the saints toward the Lord—Song of Songs in the Old Testament. It says
that as the Lord’s people, we should love the Lord as a woman loves her beloved.
This love is so deep and unchanging and is as strong as death (8:6-7). Because
this book speaks especially of our love toward the Lord, it also shows forth
especially our growth in the life of the Lord. Then in the New Testament, in John
21, the Lord asked Peter three times, “Do you love Me?” This means that the Lord
desired to lead the emotion of Peter to so love the Lord that he could be one who
has a loving heart toward the Lord. The Lord did this because He wanted Peter to
afford His life an opportunity to work and grow within him...If our heart has such
love toward the Lord, the life of the Lord within us can move smoothly and do as
it pleases. (CWWL, 1953, vol. 3, “The Knowledge of Life,” pp. 111-112)

Today’s Reading

The function of the heart is to love the Lord, for it is the loving organ of
our being. This is proved by Mark 12:30: “You shall love the Lord your God
from your whole heart.” The heart was created for the purpose of loving the
Lord...Love is a matter of the heart...The heart is the only organ to exercise
love...Everyone loves something—either the Lord Himself or something else.
The more we turn our heart to the Lord, the more we will exercise our heart
to believe the Lord, and the more our heart will be sprinkled from an evil
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conscience and renewed. Then it will have a greater capacity to love the Lord.
This is the function of a renewed heart. Every morning we must renew our
heart so that we may love the Lord more and more.

All spiritual experiences start with love in the heart. If we do not love the
Lord, it is impossible to receive any kind of spiritual experience. In fact, the first
experience of our Christian life, salvation, involves the heart loving the Lord
Jesus. Not one person who really repents is without love in his heart toward the
Lord. Perhaps he does not have the language to express it, but he has the sweet
sense of love within. He does not have the knowledge, but his initial experience
of salvation is a reaction or reflection of love in his heart to the Lord.

We all must learn how to continually turn and exercise our heart in order to
have our heart purged from an evil conscience and renewed again so that we
may love the Lord more and more. It was the loss of its first, fresh love to the
Lord that was the cause of the church’s fall and degradation. When our heart is
not fresh in loving the Lord, we have fallen. We must turn our heart back to the
Lord again and again and have it continually renewed that we may have a new
and fresh love toward the Lord. (CWWL, 1964, vol. 3, “The Economy of God,” p.
204)

Fourth, God wants our heart to be at peace. A heart at peace means a heart
in which the conscience has no offense (Acts 24:16), no condemnation or
reproach; it is safe and secure. The conscience within us represents God to
govern us. If our conscience blames us, God is greater than our conscience and
knows all things (1 John 3:20); He would even condemn us more. Thus, we
must deal clearly with all the offenses, condemnation, and reproach; so we “will
persuade our heart before Him” (v. 19). When our heart is thus at peace, God
can pass through, and the law of the life of God can continue to work within us.
(CWWL, 1953, vol. 3, “The Knowledge of Life,” p. 112)

[Guard in Philippians 4:7 means] “mount guard over.” The God of peace
patrols before our hearts and thoughts in Christ, keeping us calm and tranquil.
(Phil. 4:7, footnote 2)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 Thessalonians, msgs. 20-22
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WEEK 3 — DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

Phil. 1:21 For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.

Gal. 2:20 I am crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but it
is Christ who lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live in
faith, the faith of the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for
me.

We need to see the obstacles that God’s life encounters in us...Everything
we have, whether good or bad, approved or disapproved, can be an obstacle for
God’s life.

It does not matter whether we are wise or foolish, whether we are highly
educated or uneducated, all our human concepts are in darkness,...and they
keep us from knowing Christ as life in us...The first problem that God'’s life
encounters in us is that we do not realize the darkness of our human concepts.
We do not realize that our concepts, even though they seem proper and upright,
are actually full of darkness and without life.

The day we were saved, we received a living Christ, who became our life in
us...The only thing that matters is how we take care of the living Christ in us.
(CWWL, 1953, vol. 1, “Knowing Life and the Church,” pp. 131-133)

Today’s Reading

After we are saved, the concept of trying to be good is within all of us...
As soon as we are baptized, we typically think that we should be zealous and
preach the gospel. However, when we pray and fellowship with God in the
morning, the living Christ in us may touch us in a different way according to
His constant operation and move in us. Then things truly begin to happen in us.
For example, as He operates in us, we will see that some things we may have
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done in the past are inappropriate, such as [mistreating] our wives, blaming
our husbands, and complaining about others. We will even have a sense that
we should apologize...This is what Christ is doing in us. When we pray, the
living Christ will move in us and touch us to apologize to those whom we have
offended.

The second problem that life encounters in us is hypocrisy...A person’s
spirituality is not determined by outward appearance but by how he takes
care of Christ. [A] spirituality [that] is false...is actually a great hindrance to
life. Some people may be naturally gentle, modest, uncontentious, caring,
willing to shed tears for others, sympathetic, and self-sacrificing. They have
many good points and virtues. After they become Christians, they bring these
natural virtues into the church. They think that these virtues are of life and that
Christians should have them...From the point of view of morality, people should
have these virtues, but from the point of view of life, these virtues are false. Life
is God Himself, life is Christ, and life is the Holy Spirit. Anything that is not of
God, Christ, or the Holy Spirit is not life...Life involves only the expression of
Christ Himself out of us.

Some people are born with a disposition that does not lose its temper even
when others try hard to make them lose their temper. It is difficult for some
people not to lose their temper, but for others it is difficult for them to lose
their temper. This is due to their disposition, and their disposition cannot be
changed easily. Nonetheless, when Christ operates and moves in them, urging
them to speak some frank, strong words, life will be expressed if they go against
their disposition and obey the inner feeling to speak a frank word.

Thus, the expression of life involves the rejection of our natural disposition
and preference and simply allowing Christ to operate in us and break us. Then
our actions through the inner operation of Christ will be of life. If we always do
things according to our disposition and natural being, the outcome will always
be hypocrisy. (CWWL, 1953, vol. 1, “Knowing Life and the Church,” pp. 133-
138)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1964, vol. 3, “The Economy of God,” chs. 8-9;
CWWL, 1953, vol. 1, “Knowing Life and the Church,” chs. 3-4
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WEEK 3 — DAY 5
Morning Nourishment

2 Cor. 10:4-5 For the weapons of our warfare are not fleshly but
powerful before God for the overthrowing of strongholds, as we overthrow
reasonings and every high thing rising up against the knowledge of God,
and take captive every thought unto the obedience of Christ.

The third problem that life encounters in us is rebellion. Christ operates and
moves in us in order to make us clear about His will and requirements for us
and about His leading and dealing with us. However, if we do not obey but go
against the feeling within, not accepting His leading or paying the price, this
unwillingness and opposition are rebellion...We may have our freedom and
choice, but we will not have the way of life.

Many times we think that we are obeying the Lord, but actually we are
rebelling against the Lord. For example, we may want to preach the gospel,
but the Lord’s operation in us is to pray. Since we do not like to stay at home
and pray, but instead prefer to speak to gospel friends and fellowship with the
brothers and sisters, we may simply act according to our desires. This is to act
in rebellion...If we visit people in this way, they will certainly not be able to
sense God’s presence with us, because we have disobeyed the living Christ in
us. At such a time we should realize that our outward work of preaching the
gospel is merely a religious activity.

The sin that we commit the most frequently and most severely is not an
outward and visible sin; rather, it is the sin of disobeying the sense of Christ in
us. Christ is living in us, and He is constantly giving us an inward sense of life.
We should obey Him, but we often disobey Him...We often rebel against Him.
Rebellion continually creates obstacles for His life in us. (CWWL, 1953, vol. 1,
“Knowing Life and the Church,” pp. 138-139)
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Today’s Reading

The fourth problem that life encounters in us is our natural capability. Our
natural being, disposition, and self are all problems that prevent God’s life from
coming out of us. However, the problem of our natural capability and ability
is even more serious, and it is a strong obstacle that prevents God’s life from
flowing out of us. Many brothers and sisters truly love the Lord, are zealous
for the Lord, and are very godly. Nevertheless, their greatest problem is the
strength and greatness of their capabilities and abilities. Consequently, Christ
has no ground or way in them.

We all know that some people have a problem with sin, others have a
problem with the world, and still others have a problem with their disposition.
However, it is not easy for us to be aware of the problem of our natural
capability. For example, a group of brothers and sisters, who are very strong
in their natural capability and ability, may truly love and pursue the Lord. But
when a person touches them, he only senses their capability and ability because
they have never been broken in their capability and ability...This is because the
Lord is unable to get through in them when He encounters their capability.

Many brothers and sisters...among us...are capable and talented, but they
do not consider these things as sin or filthiness. They even think that these
are good and useful things to the church. They think that they need such
capabilities and talent in order to serve God...If these capabilities remain
unbroken in them, they will become a problem to Christ’s life.

May the Lord have mercy on us so that we would be enlightened to see how
many obstacles there are in us and how much these obstacles restrict God’s life.
Actually, the obstacles in us are not limited only to these things. Nevertheless,
there is one solution to all these obstacles in us—we must pass through the
cross and let the cross break us. If we want Christ’s life to be unhindered in
us, we must experience the breaking of the cross and allow these obstacles to
be dealt with and removed. This will allow Christ’s life to be lived out from us.
(CWWL, 1953, vol. 1, “Knowing Life and the Church,” pp. 139-140)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1953, vol. 3, “The Knowledge of Life,” chs. 6, 13
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WEEK 3 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

2 Thes. 3:5 And the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God and into
the endurance of Christ.

Eph. 3:16-17 That He would grant you, according to the riches of His
glory, to be strengthened with power through His Spirit into the inner
man, that Christ may make His home in your hearts through faith, that
you, being rooted and grounded in love.

An abnormal Christian is one whose mind, emotion, and will cannot
cooperate [with] and even contradict his spirit. If the things you want to
do originate from your thoughts, then they...will not help people see and
gain Christ, because they are merely religious activities...; they are not a
testimony of Christ being lived out from your spirit...Although we have the
life of Christ within, we do not cooperate with Christ’s life in our thoughts
and in our actions, and so this life cannot be lived out from us. This is the
problem of our mind. (CWWL, 1953, vol. 1, “Knowing Life and the Church,”
pp- 145-147)

Today’s Reading

There is also the problem of our will. Even though our mind often
understands the intention in our spirit and we know the will of God, we are
unwilling to submit and obey. For example, consider the brother who decides to
preach the gospel according to the concept in his mind. When he prays and the
Lord gives him a feeling in his spirit to apologize to his wife, his mind has no
difficulty in understanding this feeling, but his will is stubborn and unwilling
to submit...Such a brother is not able to submit even to the Lord, much less to
his wife. Thus, our will is another great obstacle. We may understand, know,
apprehend, and deeply sense that the Lord wants us to do a certain thing, but
our will refuses to submit and surrender. Both a strong will and a weak will
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are hindrances to God’s life. A will that has been dealt with is both strong and
pliable...Being pliable means that one is not insistent or stubborn. However,
when a need arises, one can be strong and bold; such a one is not afraid to
give up his own life. Only a person with such a will can carry out the Lord’s
command and act according to the Lord’s leading. A person with this kind of
will allows the Lord’s Spirit to come out of him as life. Having a will that can
cooperate with God is a great matter.

Furthermore, our emotion is also a big problem to God. The New Testament
does not speak only of Christ being our life and of God coming into us so that
we can live out Christ through the Spirit. The Bible speaks also of the need for
our mind to be renewed so that we have the mind of Christ and so that God can
operate in our decisions (Eph. 4:23; Rom. 12:2; 1 Cor. 2:16; Phil. 2:5, 13); the
apostles who wrote the New Testament knew the intention of the Holy Spirit.
They realized that without the renewing of our mind and the dealing with our
will, God’s life could not be expressed through us. This is the reason the New
Testament speaks so much about our mind, emotion, and will.

“The Lord direct your hearts into the love of God” (2 Thes. 3:5). This means
that our emotion needs to have God’s emotion and that we need to fully enter
into God’s emotion. We should love whatever God loves, like whatever God
likes, and hate whatever God hates. Our feelings of love, anger, sorrow, and joy
should be God'’s feelings of love, anger, sorrow, and joy. Our likes and dislikes
should be God'’s likes and dislikes. Everything of God is ours because His nature
has been wrought into us. Our emotion and His emotion have become one
emotion.

We need to see a great principle: In order for God’s life to have a way in
us, we need to turn from our emotion, have a strong and pliable will, and be
renewed in our mind...Each and every part of our soul—our mind, emotion,
and will—must cooperate with the Holy Spirit’s operation in us and with the
Lord’s feeling. Then God Himself will be lived out of us. (CWWL, 1953, vol. 1,
“Knowing Life and the Church,” pp. 147-150)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1964, vol. 3, “The Economy of God,” ch. 9
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WEEK 3 — HYMN

Christ to me is so subjective

Experience of Christ — As the Subjective One
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2. Christ to me is so subjective,
Life imparting all the way;
As the Spirit He revives me
And refreshes day by day.

3. Christ to me is so subjective,
All my being He transforms;
By the mind and will renewing
To His image He conforms.

4. Christ to me is so subjective,
Liberating pow’r is He,
By the law of life and power
As the Spirit setting free.

.+
needs He ful -

All  my ly meets.

5. Christ to me is so subjective,
Regulating all the day;

He corrects and rules and guides me,

And adjusts in every way.

6. Christ to me is so subjective,
All my thirst He satisfies;
With His riches He supplies me,
Thus God’s fulness testifies.
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Composition for prophecy with main point and sub-points:
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