% = J Week Three
FAEZAP Keeping the Faith
ke #b 452 Hymns: 1285

®% BREWT T, #AT—19, =9, @1, =~ Scripture Reading: 2 Tim. 4:7c; 1 Tim. 1:19; 3:9; 4:1; 6:12; 1 Thes.
12, ®EAT=2, 3 3:2; Jude 3

[A—] § Day 1

T EHMAHE, BFRENY, LA T I. Inthe New Testament, faith is both objective and subjective:

— BRGNP AE a3 %, A& A The objective faith refers to the subject of our believing, that is, to the
MPTAE M FEY, TEAGEMO >IN things in which we believe; this objective faith includes the contents of
God's New Testament economy—Eph. 4:13; 2 Tim. 4:7c:

| IR E =109 “E07 NEEENTTE 0 7Y 1.The faith in Ephesians 4:13 is not faith as a believing action but the

R MY - objective faith.

2 BEMBIEMN R EiESEATREE R H ——# 2.The items of the objective faith are only those items that are related
a)igin o RERETESEE 5N TER R to our salvation—in other words, only those items that relate to
H—%=16>— 18 Zy=Zl 9 - Christ's person and work—]John 3:16; 1:18; 1 John 4:9.

— IAMEHEMAENITHA X—H=15~16:  B.Subjective faith has to do with our action of believing—John 3:15-16:

| f#IEXE N AR EAEEMEET - 1.According to this meaning, to have faith in the Lord is to believe in Him.

2 A EEEENEER  WEARTABWENZ 2.All genuine believers in Christ are one in having faith related to
— o Christ.

= EWAEZF P ENE (ZAFLEHR “EL”)  ClIn 1 Thessalonians 3:2 faith is not only subjective, referring to the saints'
AR EZG, B2 MAE, wELT, <7, believing, as in verses 5, 6, and 10, but also objective, referring to what we

THHE (PEA AT ), LRENE, 4 believe in, as in 1 Timothy 3:9; 4:1; and 2 Timothy 4:7:
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EMPFfE Y, mERTZFLY, BE—
W, feREWELTE (PEH 7))
| (R T TR AR EL - 1.These two aspects of faith involve one another.

2 BAIEHEE (EWMBIEL)  BHTFTEAIFTHEER 2.0ur believing (subjective faith) is out of the things we believe and in
BY) > WRE TN HEREY) (ZURE) - the things we believe (objective faith).

[(A_] § Day 2
N CBFHEMACLTET” —T7 FT: 1L “Ihave kept the faith"—v. 7c:
— XEH EFM TIREN, A.The faith here is objective.

ZXPEE M X4, ST AaMAEAE,  B.The word faith in this verse implies our believing in Christ, taking His
R VAR Az An A BB 09 AR, 1A KAVE W person and His redemptive work as the object of our faith—1 Tim. 1:19;
W3 F——RAT— 19, Ho— 23, Gal. 1:23.

= FAEREMN, RRAFEENMMHTHG%YL, 32 C To keep the faith is to keep the entire New Testament economy of God—
*TABRAVG LKL G LR RAL VAR the faith concerning Christ as the embodiment of God and the mystery
G e LR E BRI P— of God and the church as the Body of Christ and the mystery of Christ—1
ZAar— 4, Tim. 1:4.

ARAIANETT P LFH, “4REAH{ZM4r 1L First Timothy 6:12a says, “Fight the good fight of the faith”:
ARE LTI

— AEMITH, BEAEAH L ELITH, A.To fight for the faith means to fight for God's New Testament economy.

Z AN ATIREAFML, A AINBEAI A% B.To fight the good fight of the faith is to fight for the contents of the
WX RAEBEGARITH—Hh—9~10, & complete gospel according to God's New Testament economy—Eph. 1:9-
Al — 4o 10; 1 Tim. 1:4.

Z BHERRGHI, BLAHEET, 1hd T4 ——  C.Because of the different teachings, the church had already become
3, degraded and had deviated from the faith—v. 3.

W RTRHREKR, 25XBBEMHFE44,  D.Paul charged Timothy to fight against the deviation from the faith, which

A A I ATAR F AT 891

<12 Lk, is to fight the good fight of the faith—6:12a.
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§ Day 3

IV. In 1 Timothy 6:12b Paul goes on to say, “Lay hold on the
eternal life, to which you were called”:

A.To fight the good fight of the faith in the Christian life, we need to lay hold

on this life—the eternal life, the divine life—and not trust in human life—v.
12b.

B.We fight the good fight of the faith not only objectively but also
subjectively by laying hold on the eternal life—v. 12b.

C. We need to lay hold on the eternal life; then we will be able to fight the
good fight of the faith—v. 12.

§ Day 4

V. Aproper Christian life involves keeping the faith for participation
in the divine riches in God's economy—1:19; 3:9; 4:1; 6:12; Titus
1:4; Jude 3:

A.The economy of God is a matter in faith, that is, a matter that is initiated
and developed in the sphere and element of faith—1 Tim. 1:4.

B.God's economy, which is to dispense Himself into His chosen people, is
not a matter in the natural realm nor in the work of the law but in the
spiritual sphere of the new creation through regeneration by faith in
Christ—2 Cor. 5:17; Gal. 3:23-26.

C. By faith we are born of God to be His sons, partaking of His life and nature
to express Him—]John 1:12-13:

1.By faith we are put into Christ to become members of the Body,
sharing all that He is for His expression—Rom. 12:4-5.
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2.This is God's plan, which is carried out in faith, according to God's
New Testament economy.

VI. We need to hold the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience—1
Tim. 3:9:

A.The faith refers to the things we believe in, the things that constitute the
gospel—Rom. 1:1, 3-4.

B.The mystery of the faith is mainly Christ as the mystery of God and the
church as the mystery of Christ—Col. 2:2; Eph. 3:4.

C.In order to hold the mystery of the faith, we must have a pure conscience,
a conscience purified from any mixture—1 Tim. 3:9; 1:19.

§ Day 5

VIl.Jude says in his Epistle, “I found it necessary to write to you
and exhort you to earnestly contend for the faith once for all
delivered to the saints”—v. 3b:

A.The faith in this verse is not subjective; it is objective.

B.The word faith here does not refer to our believing but refers to our
belief, to what we believe.

C. The faith in Jude 3 denotes the contents of the New Testament as our
faith, in which we believe for our common salvation—Acts 6:7; 1 Tim. 1:19;
3:9:4:1: 5:8; 6:10, 21; 2 Tim. 3:8; 4:7; Titus 1:13.

D.This faith, not any doctrine, has been delivered once for all to the saints.
E. For this faith we should contend—1 Tim. 6:12.

§ Day 6
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Bl RAVAE & “L P --f34p L--8§—" —— VIIL. We all need to “arrive at the oneness of the faith"—Eph.
v 13 k. 4:13a:

— EEF ) DETRGEN T R B EN, A.The faith mentioned in this phrase is objective faith.

ML —F BT RMATAILF Z 2 46IL  B.The oneness of the faith depends on our full knowledge of the Son of
1R 13 %, God—v. 13.

= BAVEAREBEARS, ARG L, F8&  COnly when we take Christ as the center and we focus on Him can we
B ey —, arrive at the oneness of the faith.
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WEEK 3 — DAY 1
Morning Nourishment

Eph. 4:13 Until we all arrive at the oneness of the faith and of the full
knowledge of the Son of God, at a full-grown man, at the measure of the
stature of the fullness of Christ.

1 Tim. 1:19 Holding faith and a good conscience, concerning which some,
thrusting these away, have become shipwrecked regarding the faith.

The word faith in the New Testament has at least two meanings. The
first meaning is the subjective meaning. Subjective faith has to do with our
action of believing...To have faith in the Lord is to believe in the Lord. The
second meaning of faith is the objective meaning. The objective faith refers
to the object of our believing, that is, to the things in which we believe...
The New Testament is full of references to faith’s objective aspect. Jude
3 says, “Beloved, while using all diligence to write to you concerning our
common salvation, I found it necessary to write to you and exhort you to
earnestly contend for the faith once for all delivered to the saints.” Second
Timothy 4:7 says, “I have fought the good fight; I have finished the course;
[ have kept the faith.” The faith mentioned in both of these verses is not
faith as a believing action but the objective faith, denoting the things in
which we believe. Likewise, the faith mentioned in the phrase the oneness
of the faith in Ephesians 4:13 is the objective faith. (CWWL, 1964, vol. 1,
pp.- 589-590)

Today’s Reading

The items of the faith are only those items that are related to our
salvation—in other words, only those items that relate to Christ’s person
and work. They include Christ being the Son of God, His being born of a
human virgin, His dying a redemptive death for us, His rising on the third
day, His ascension, and His descending as the Spirit...Whether or not we
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believe in baptism by immersion, post-tribulation rapture, or any other such
matter does not affect our salvation. As long as we believe in the basic items
mentioned above, we are saved. If we do not believe in these items, we are
lost. These basic items that have to do with our salvation constitute the faith.
All the rest of the points are not part of the faith. Rather, they are doctrinal
teachings. (CWWL, 1964, vol. 1, pp. 590-591)

The word faith in the expression holding faith [1 Tim. 1:19] refers to our
believing act; hence, it denotes subjective faith...This faith rises up in us
when we come to the Word and are infused with God through the Word and
by the Spirit. The subjective faith moves within us to bring about an organic
union between us and the Triune God. In this union we receive the divine life
and nature to become God’s many sons and the many members of the Body
of Christ, the new man, to be the corporate expression of the Triune God for
eternity. We must war the good warfare by this kind of faith, not by trying to
keep the law. Along with faith, we also need a good conscience, a conscience
without offense (Acts 24:16). A good conscience is a safeguard of Christian
faith and life. Faith and a good conscience go together...A good conscience
accompanying faith is needed for warring the good warfare against the
different teachings in a troubled local church.

By thrusting away faith and a good conscience, some “have become
shipwrecked regarding the faith” [1 Tim. 1:19]. This shows us the
seriousness of thrusting away faith and a good conscience. To hold faith and
a good conscience is a safeguard for our Christian faith and life. The word
shipwrecked implies that the Christian life and the church life are like a
ship sailing on a stormy sea, needing to be safeguarded by faith and a good
conscience...In this verse Paul speaks both of subjective faith, our act of
believing, and of objective faith, those things in which we believe. In speaking
of those who are shipwrecked regarding the faith, Paul has in mind the
objective faith, the contents of the complete gospel according to God’s New
Testament economy. (Life-study of 1 Timothy, 2nd ed., pp. 21-22)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 Timothy, msgs. 1-2; CWWL, 1964, vol.1,
pp. 589-595; Life-study of 1 Thessalonians, msg. 14
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WEEK 3 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

2 Tim. 4:7 I have fought the good fight; I have finished the course; I have
kept the faith.

1 Tim. 6:12 Fight the good fight of the faith; lay hold on the eternal life,
to which you were called and have confessed the good confession before
many witnesses.

A proper Christian life has three aspects. It involves fighting the good fight,
or “struggling the good struggle,” against Satan and his kingdom of darkness
for the interests of God’s kingdom (1 Tim. 6:12), running the course for the
carrying out of God’s economy according to His eternal purpose (Heb. 12:1),
and keeping the faith for participation in the divine riches in God’s economy
(1 Tim. 3:9). In this Paul set up an adequate pattern for us.

Paul began to run the heavenly race after the Lord took possession of him,
and he continually ran (1 Cor. 9:24-26; Phil. 3:12-14) that he might finish it
(Acts 20:24). Now at the end he triumphantly proclaimed, “I have finished
the course” [2 Tim. 4:7]. For this he will receive from the Lord a reward—the
crown of righteousness (v. 8). Paul could testify that he had kept the faith...
To keep the faith is to keep the entire New Testament economy of God—the
faith concerning Christ as the embodiment of God and the mystery of God
and the church as the Body of Christ and the mystery of Christ. (Life-study of
2 Timothy, 2nd ed., pp. 59-60)

Today’s Reading

Paul does not say that he had kept various doctrines but that he had “kept
the faith” [2 Tim. 4:7]. Paul was a man who could tolerate any kind of practice
and could give up any doctrine, but he could never give up the faith. Rather,
he kept the faith to the end. (CWWL, 1964, vol. 3, p. 38)
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Paul said that he kept the faith, not the doctrine. In the New Testament
the word faith...[first] refers to our believing action or ability. It is the action
or ability to believe in the Bible, in God, and in Christ. This is our faith, the
subjective faith. Faith also has another meaning, referring to the things in
which we believe. This is the objective faith. When we speak of the oneness
of the faith, faith is objective, the things in which we believe, not the believing
action, the believing ability. We have to fight for this faith. If anyone would
say, as the modernists do, that Christ is only a man and not the Son of God, I
would never shake hands with him. He is one of the antichrists (1 John 4:3; 2
John 10-11). I would never recognize such a one as my brother. By the Lord’s
grace and mercy, however, [ do not care whether someone is for baptism
by sprinkling or by immersion. As long as he believes, as long as he has this
faith, he is my brother. (CWWL, 1971, vol. 4, “Enjoying the Riches of Christ
for the Building Up of the Church as the Body of Christ,” p. 144)

[Regarding the] main items of the proper Christian faith,...some may
disagree with the point concerning one city, one church, but as a proper
Christian we have to believe that the church is both universally one and
locally one. As the Body of Christ, the church is universally one; as the
expression of the Body of Christ, a local church is locally one. This does
not mean, however, that a real believer in Christ who does not agree with
one city, one church is not saved. He or she is saved, but there is something
lacking, not for salvation but for the proper church life.

The faith is the speciality of the church life. This is something very
specific, very special...If we are going to fight for something, we have to fight
for this. There is no need for us to fight for other things. We have to fight the
good fight of such a faith (1 Tim. 6:12). We have to contend for such a faith
(Jude 3). We have to teach and preach such a faith. (CWWL, 1971, vol. 3, “The
Speciality, Generality, and Practicality of the Church Life,” p. 419)

Further Reading: Life-study of 2 Timothy, msg. 7; CWWL, 1971, vol. 4,
“Enjoying the Riches of Christ for the Building Up of the Church as the Body
of Christ,” ch. 14

2024 Int’l Chinese-speaking Blending Conference-Holy Word for Morning Revival - Week 3 - Page 4



BEMIEXR
AT 12 “AR B AZPITAR E4F091%, HE K
meg A ROUFRBZHANRXKTE G, LEF
% WAiEA® AT, 1T £4F69KIN, 7

19 “AFERkR, B8 TG EFOREMEEH,
A AR AR A o 7

AEMITH, BRRAMFTANELITH. L H
RANEBEEMNERNE, HFAHBLZEEHNHRK
o REANET ZF - KT & o B4 X80 &
@, WEZTERNESG, RAEGEKTW, KITW,
T AEGHER, T THERENE . RAIE
EEBERWAEEY, FAEEBEFEN IS, EhE
AT ZATF L, RFEFEHNES, T EE
HNAB A4, Hibh, 282 FHPF=_HBALET
Wy & (3RET— 16, ~19, #/&5— 1. 10, £— 2,
=D . ERRREAWAHAMRANE20ELR, X
MREREHFNABESMENZESE, HFEFR S
it B aFRITFN/KT, XAEGTTELENELRE
H (REAWFAEA®EE, ——Z—F—Z__T0) ,

EREE

RMNEBEERBHNMAKTH £, KATEZNA
ARR £t E, ERNEEETERATHEA,
B KT AR EAET o o EFBAIN (BRRTS
12) X TFHEN, REXERMENEHBET. -
RIFHAN 2 RATR A Z A

RUAET—ET T TF2EAHANTYHE
Z, BHHOAZERAX, E. 5. £. AW

O NFEREERENRS - FE3IRARMES-F 50

WEEK 3 — DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

1 Tim. Fight the good fight of the faith; lay hold on the 6:12 eternal life,
to which you were called and have confessed the good confession before
many witnesses.

19 Laying away for themselves a good foundation as a treasure for the
future, that they may lay hold on that which is really life.

To fight for the faith means to fight for God’s New Testament economy.
In particular, it is to fight for Christ as the embodiment of God and for
the church as the Body of Christ. The eternal life in 1 Timothy 6:12 is the
divine life, the uncreated life of God, which is eternal. Eternal denotes the
nature more than the time element of the divine life. To fight the good fight
of the faith in the Christian life, and especially in the Christian ministry, we
need to lay hold on this divine life and not trust in our human life. Hence,
in 1 and 2 Timothy and Titus, the eternal life is stressed again and again (1
Tim. 1:16; 6:19; 2 Tim. 1:1, 10; Titus 1:2; 3:7). To carry out God’s economy
concerning the church, as seen in 1 Timothy, to confront the process of
the church’s decline, as seen in 2 Timothy, and to maintain good order in
the church life, as seen in Titus, this life is a prerequisite. (Life-study of 1
Timothy, 2nd ed., p. 101)

Today’s Reading

We have been called into the eternal life of God. We were born of the
human natural life, but we were reborn of the divine eternal life when we
were called by God in Christ. The good confession [1 Tim. 6:12] refers to the
good faith, the full gospel that Christians believe...We all should confess such
a good confession.

First Timothy 6:11 and 12 are a marvelous summary of nearly the whole
New Testament. A man of God should pursue righteousness, godliness, faith,
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love, endurance, and meekness; he should fight for God’s New Testament
economy and lay hold on eternal life. All these matters are essential aspects
of the New Testament...We today must fight the good fight of the faith.
This means that we must fight for Christ as the embodiment of God and for
the church as the Body of Christ. Furthermore, we must not merely fight
objectively but fight subjectively, by laying hold on eternal life. We should
not do anything apart from this life. We should speak to our husband or wife
and to our children not by the natural life but by the eternal life. Even in the
matter of buying a pair of shoes, we should live according to the eternal life
to which we have been called. As today’s Timothys, we need to lay hold on
eternal life.

In 1 Timothy 6:12 Paul specifically says that we have been called to
eternal life. No other book in the New Testament speaks of “the eternal
life, to which you were called.”...Do you realize that you have been called
to eternal life? This eternal life does not mainly refer to blessings in the
future. To be called to eternal life does not mean that we have been called
to enjoy blessings in heaven. Eternal life should be our life today, a life for
our present daily living. By our first birth, the physical birth, we received
the adamic life. But because we have been called to eternal life, we should
no longer live the adamic life, the natural life. Yes, we must be truly human,
even Jesusly human, but not in our natural life. On the contrary, we need
to live a human life by the eternal life. We have been called to this life, and
now we need to live it.

[ am deeply burdened concerning this matter of being called to the eternal
life. I am especially concerned for those dear saints who have been distracted
from the eternal life to which we have been called and who have become
preoccupied with other things. We have been called uniquely to eternal life.
This life, the divine life, is actually the Triune God Himself. Having been called to
eternal life, we now should lay hold on this life, live this life, and have our whole
being according to this life. (Life-study of 1 Timothy, 2nd ed., pp. 101-102)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 Timothy, msg. 12
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WEEK 3 — DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

1 Tim. 1:4 Nor to give heed to myths and unending genealogies, which
produce questionings rather than God’s economy, which is in faith.

3:9 Holding the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience.

We need to be deeply impressed with the meaning of faith in the New
Testament...Faith is first God being the Word spoken to us. We have God and
then God as the Word spoken. Through the Word of God and by the Spirit
of God we are infused with God in Christ. As a result, something rises up
within us. This is faith. Faith then works in us to bring us into an organic
union with the Triune God. Through this organic union God is continually
transfused and infused into us. As a result, we have the divine life and the
divine nature to become God’s sons, members of Christ, and parts of the
new man. As a totality, we become the house of God, the Body of Christ, and
the new man. This is God’s economy in faith. (Life-study of 1 Timothy, 2nd
ed., p. 12)

Today’s Reading

The faith [in 1 Timothy 3:9], as in 1:19 and 2 Timothy 4:7, is objective. It
refers to the things we believe in, the things that constitute the gospel. The
mystery of the faith is mainly Christ as the mystery of God (Col. 2:2) and the
church as the mystery of Christ (Eph. 3:4). A deacon in a local church should
hold the mystery of the faith with full understanding in a pure conscience for
the Lord’s testimony. Whenever the deacons are asked by the elders to do a
certain thing or to help others in a particular way, they should realize that
they are serving the saints in the mystery of the faith. This will uplift their
service. It makes a tremendous difference if the deacons’ contact with others
is based on God’s New Testament economy.
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A pure conscience [1 Tim. 3:9] is a conscience purified from any mixture.
To hold the mystery of the faith for the Lord’s testimony, we need such a
purified conscience. In order to have a pure conscience, the deacons need to
behave according to their knowledge of the mystery of the faith...A deacon
should consider how he deals with his wife, his children, and the other
saints. He then may realize his shortage, that he does not live according
to the mystery of the faith. A deacon must be justified in the first place by
his own conscience. He should have a conscience that testifies even to the
demons that he lives according to the standard of the mystery of God’s New
Testament economy. Then he will truly hold the mystery of the faith with a
pure conscience. (Life-study of 1 Timothy, 2nd ed., pp. 49-50)

In 2 Timothy 1:3 Paul says, “I thank God, whom I serve from my
forefathers in a pure conscience...” To serve here is to serve God in
worship to Him (Acts 24:14; Phil. 3:3). Paul followed in the footsteps of his
forefathers to serve God in a pure conscience. In a time of degradation, a
pure conscience, a conscience purified from any mixture, is needed if we
are to serve God.

[ have the assurance that all the saints who are so honest, truthful, and
faithful to the Lord in His recovery have not only a good conscience but also
a pure conscience. In this matter we should not accept the lie of the enemy.
The more we doubt that we have a pure conscience, the more we will feel
that our conscience is not pure. We need to declare, “Satan, get away from
me! [ have a pure conscience. Satan, don’t you know that I am for the Lord
and not for anything else? [ am for the Lord, for His recovery, for His church,
and for His interests.”...Do not listen to your doubts, and do not believe the
lies of the enemy. The Lord’s blood prevails against him...Learn to tell the
enemy, “Satan, you have been cheating me long enough. [ will not believe you
any longer, and I will not allow you to hold me back. [ am for the Lord, and I
have a pure conscience.” (Life-study of 2 Timothy, 2nd ed., pp. 4-5)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 Timothy, msg. 5; Life-study of 2 Timothy,
msg. 1
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WEEK 3 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

Jude 3 Beloved, while using all diligence to write to you concerning our
common salvation, | found it necessary to write to you and exhort you to
earnestly contend for the faith once for all delivered to the saints.

Titus To Titus, genuine child according to the common 1:4 faith: Grace
and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Savior.

The faith in Jude 3 refers not to subjective faith as our believing but
objective faith as our belief, referring to the things we believe in, the contents
of the New Testament as our faith (Acts 6:7; 1 Tim. 1:19; 3:9; 4:1; 5:8; 6:10,
21; 2 Tim. 2:18; 3:8; 4:7; Titus 1:13), in which we believe for our common
salvation. This faith, not any doctrine, has been delivered once for all to
the saints. For this faith we should earnestly contend (1 Tim. 6:12). (The
Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 4031)

Today’s Reading

When used in a subjective sense, faith denotes our action of believing;
when used in an objective sense, faith denotes the object of our belief. In 1
Timothy 1:19...Paul says, “Holding faith and a good conscience, concerning
which some, thrusting these away, have become shipwrecked regarding the
faith.” The first reference to faith in this verse is subjective; it denotes our
capacity to believe. The second use of faith is objective; it denotes the object
of our faith. Peter tells us in his second Epistle that equally precious faith has
been allotted to us (1:1). This faith is subjective and refers to the faith that
is within us. This differs from the faith in Jude 3, which refers to what we
believe.

The faith in the objective sense is equal to the contents of God’s will given
to us in the New Testament...What God gives in the New Testament is the
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faith that includes all the items of God’s new will. This will includes even the
Triune God. However, it does not include such matters as head covering, foot-
washing, or methods of baptism. Nevertheless, some believers contend for
such things, thinking that they are contending for the faith. But that is not the
correct understanding of what Jude means by contending for the faith once
for all delivered to the saints. To contend for the faith is to contend for the
basic and crucial matters of God’s new will.

The faith—our belief—is constituted of certain basic truths. First, we
believe that God is one yet triune—the Father, the Son, and the Spirit. Second,
we believe that our God became incarnated in the Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.
Third, we believe that Jesus Christ, the Son of God incarnated as man, lived
on earth and died on the cross for our sins to secure our redemption. On the
third day He was resurrected from the dead both physically and spiritually,
and today He is our Savior, our Lord in resurrection, and our life. Because we
believe in Him, our sins have been forgiven, He has come into us as our life,
and we have been regenerated. Eventually, the Lord Jesus will come back to
receive all His believers to Himself. These are basic truths, basic doctrines,
that constitute the faith for which we should contend. Because every sound,
genuine believer holds these basic truths, they are called the common faith
(Titus 1:4).

Nowhere in the Scriptures are we told to fight for doctrine. However, we
must contend for the faith that is related to our “common salvation” (Jude
3). Our common salvation comes from the common faith...The different
denominations emphasize different doctrines and hold on to them. Although
we are not to fight for doctrine, we must be willing to fight for the faith. In
1 Timothy 6:12 Paul charges Timothy, “Fight the good fight of the faith.”
Therefore, we should contend for our faith, but we should not fight for our
doctrine. Concerning the faith, we must be bold, strong, and definite, ready
to contend for the faith once for all delivered to the saints. However, as far as
doctrines are concerned, we must be liberal with others. (The Conclusion of
the New Testament, pp. 4032-4033)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 398; Life-
study of Jude, msgs. 1, 3
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WEEK 3 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 4:13 Until we all arrive at the oneness of the faith and of the full
knowledge of the Son of God, at a full-grown man, at the measure of the
stature of the fullness of Christ.

1 Tim. 6:21 Because of which some, professing this, have misaimed
regarding the faith. Grace be with you.

In Ephesians 4:3 the oneness of the Spirit is the oneness of the divine
life in reality; in 4:13 the oneness is the oneness of our living in practicality.
We already have the oneness of the divine life in reality. We need only to
keep it. But we need to go on until we arrive at the oneness of our living
in practicality. This aspect of oneness is of two things: the faith and the
full knowledge of the Son of God. As revealed in Jude 3, 2 Timothy 4:7, and
1 Timothy 6:21, the faith does not refer to the act of our believing but to
the things in which we believe, such as the divine person of Christ and His
redemptive work accomplished for our salvation. The full knowledge of the
Son of God is the apprehension of the revelation concerning the Son of God
for our experience. The more we grow in life, the more we will cleave to the
faith and to the apprehension of Christ, and the more we will drop all the
minor and meaner doctrinal concepts that cause divisions. Then we will
arrive at, or attain to, the practical oneness; that is, we will arrive at a full-
grown man, at the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ. (Eph. 4:13,
footnote 2)

Today’s Reading

In Ephesians 4:13 Paul speaks of the need for all to arrive at the oneness
of the faith, not only in relation to the saints but also in relation to the gifts in
verse 11. The gifts also all need to arrive at the oneness of the full knowledge
of the Son of God; then we will arrive at a full-grown man. If the light we
receive stays merely on the surface of the truth, we will have no way to arrive
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at the oneness of the faith. It is only in the Son of God that we can arrive at
the oneness of the faith. If we truly know the Son of God inwardly, whether
we keep the Lord’s Day or the Sabbath day will not matter to us. Romans
14:5 says, “One judges one day above another; another judges every day
alike. Let each be fully persuaded in his own mind.” The Jews asked the Lord
Jesus about the matter of profaning the Sabbath, and the Lord replied, “The
Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath” (Matt. 12:8). Actually, it is not a matter of
the Sabbath but a matter of the Lord.

Only when we take Christ as the center and focus on Him can we arrive
at the oneness of the faith. Only in the Son of God can our faith be one. Once
we deviate from this center, the oneness is gone...If we truly know the Son of
God, there will be no arguments. This knowing does not depend on mental
comprehension but on growth in life; this knowing is not in the mind but in
experience. Hence, Ephesians 4:13 continues, saying, “At a full-grown man, at
the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.” From this verse we can
see that knowing is the result of arriving at a full-grown man, at the measure
of the stature of the fullness of Christ.

Even though we may win an argument regarding the rapture, what is the
profit if people do not know Christ? If we know and experience the Son of
God, the matter of the prophecy regarding the rapture will not matter to us.
The oneness of the faith among the saints does not depend on the rapture;
rather, it depends on the Son of God, Christ.

In the matter of the administration and management of the church,...any
practice that is not in contradiction to the Son of God, Christ, is acceptable. If
we have seen this great principle, we will not have any arguments...If we take
Christ—the Son of God—as the criterion and broaden our view, there will
be no problem. All our problems are due to our inadequate knowledge and
vision of the Son of God...The oneness of the faith altogether depends on our
full knowledge of the Son of God. (CWWL, 1952, vol. 2, “How to Administrate
the Church,” pp. 87-89)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1952, vol. 2, “How to Administrate the Church,” ch.
3; CWWL, 1957, vol. 1, “The Faith, Testimony, and Ground of the Church,” ch. 4
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3. The myst’ry of the common faith,
A conscience pure requires;
A holy, separated life
For us the Lord desires.

4. This outline of the healthy words,
In faith and love we’ll hold;
All different teaching, fruitless talk,
Reject with spirit bold.

5. Oh, healthful teaching, wholesome words:
The truth of godliness!
Oh, good deposit, common faith,
And life of holiness!

6. Lord, make us now those faithful men
Who pass on what we’ve heard,;
Make us examples of the saints
In spirit, faith, and word.
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Composition for prophecy with main point and sub-points:




	第三周 Week Three
	纲要 Outline
	晨兴喂养 Morning Nourishment
	周一
	周二
	周三
	周四
	周五
	周六

	诗歌 Hymn


