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BEING A VESSEL UNTO HONOR, A FULLY EQUIPPED MAN OF GOD, 

BY BEING EMPOWERED IN THE GRACE WHICH IS IN CHRIST JESUS 

TO FULLY ACCOMPLISH OUR MINISTRY 

IN THE UNIQUE MINISTRY OF GOD’S ECONOMY 
(Friday—Second Morning Session) 

 

Message Two 

God Calling Us according to His Own Purpose 
 

Scripture Reading: 2 Tim. 1:9; Rom. 8:28-29; 

Eph. 3:9-11; Col. 1:9; Rev. 4:11; Matt. 7:21 
2 Tim 1:9 Who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works but according 

to His own purpose and grace, which was given to us in Christ Jesus before the times of the 
ages 

Rom 8:28 And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are 
called according to His purpose. 

Rom 8:29 Because those whom He foreknew, He also predestinated to be conformed to the image of His 
Son, that He might be the Firstborn among many brothers; 

Eph 3:9 And to enlighten all that they may see what the economy of the mystery is, which throughout the 
ages has been hidden in God, who created all things, 

Eph 3:10 In order that now to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenlies the multifarious wisdom of 
God might be made known through the church, 

Eph 3:11 According to the eternal purpose which He made in Christ Jesus our Lord, 
Col 1:9 Therefore we also, since the day we heard of it, do not cease praying and asking on your 

behalf that you may be filled with the full knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and 
understanding, 

Rev 4:11 You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive the glory and the honor and the power, for You 
have created all things, and because of Your will they were, and were created. 

Matt 7:21 Not everyone who says to Me, Lord, Lord, will enter into the kingdom of the heavens, but he who 
does the will of My Father who is in the heavens. 

 

I. In 2 Timothy 1:9 Paul says that God “has saved us and called us with a holy 

calling, not according to our works but according to His own purpose”: 
A. God has not only saved us to enjoy His blessing but also called us with a holy calling, a 

calling for a particular cause, to fulfill His purpose—v. 9; Rom. 8:28. 
2 Tim 1:9 Who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works but 

according to His own purpose and grace, which was given to us in Christ Jesus 
before the times of the ages 

Rom 8:28 And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those 
who are called according to His purpose. 

B. To be called by God is to be separated unto His purpose—Eph. 1:11; 3:11; 2 Tim. 1:9; 3:10. 
Eph 1:11 In whom also we were designated as an inheritance, having been predestinated 

according to the purpose of the One who works all things according to the counsel of 
His will, 

Eph 3:11 According to the eternal purpose which He made in Christ Jesus our Lord, 
2 Tim 1:9 Who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works but 

according to His own purpose and grace, which was given to us in Christ Jesus 
before the times of the ages 

2 Tim 3:10 But you have closely followed my teaching, conduct, purpose, faith, long-suffering, 
love, endurance, 

C. The purpose in 2 Timothy 1:9 is God‟s plan according to His will to place us into Christ, 

making us one with Him to share His life and position so that we may be His testimony. 
2 Tim 1:9 Who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works but 

according to His own purpose and grace, which was given to us in Christ Jesus 
before the times of the ages 
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D. God saved us and called us according to His own purpose, and now His purpose should 

become our purpose—Rom. 8:28; 2 Tim. 1:9; 3:10. 
Rom 8:28 And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those 

who are called according to His purpose. 
2 Tim 1:9 Who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works but 

according to His own purpose and grace, which was given to us in Christ Jesus 
before the times of the ages 

2 Tim 3:10 But you have closely followed my teaching, conduct, purpose, faith, long-suffering, 
love, endurance, 

E. We need to view salvation from God‟s perspective; the purpose of God‟s salvation is for His 

created and redeemed ones to have the sonship, that is, to have the life of the Son and be 

conformed to the image of His Son so that the Son would be the Firstborn among many 

brothers—1 John 5:11-12; Rom. 8:29. 
1 John 5:11 And this is the testimony, that God gave to us eternal life and this life is in His Son. 
1 John 5:12 He who has the Son has the life; he who does not have the Son of God does not 

have the life. 
Rom 8:29 Because those whom He foreknew, He also predestinated to be conformed to the 

image of His Son, that He might be the Firstborn among many brothers; 

F. Salvation involves our being saved from a human life that is meaningless: 

1. The gospel saves us out of the human life that is without meaning into the meaning of 

the universe—Rev. 4:11. 
Rev 4:11 You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive the glory and the honor and the 

power, for You have created all things, and because of Your will they were, and 
were created. 

2. God created a man who had great meaning and purpose (Gen. 1:26-28), but man fell, 

and the meaning of human life was lost. 
Gen 1:26 And God said, Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and 

let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of heaven 
and over the cattle and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that 
creeps upon the earth. 

Gen 1:27 And God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; 
male and female He created them. 

Gen 1:28 And God blessed them; and God said to them, Be fruitful and multiply, and fill 
the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over 
the birds of heaven and over every living thing that moves upon the earth. 

3. With His salvation, God rescues us and brings us back to our original purpose, which 

is the meaning of the universe—Rom. 8:28; 2 Tim. 1:9. 
Rom 8:28 And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to 

those who are called according to His purpose. 
2 Tim 1:9 Who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works 

but according to His own purpose and grace, which was given to us in Christ 
Jesus before the times of the ages 

 

II. God’s eternal purpose is to dispense Himself into His chosen and redeemed 

people to make them the same as He is in life and nature but not in the Godhead 

for His enlarged and expanded expression—Eph. 1:5, 9, 22-23; 3:9-11: 
Eph 1:5 Predestinating us unto sonship through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good 

pleasure of His will, 
Eph 1:9 Making known to us the mystery of His will according to His good pleasure, which He 

purposed in Himself, 
Eph 1:22 And He subjected all things under His feet and gave Him to be Head over all things to the church, 
Eph 1:23 Which is His Body, the fullness of the One who fills all in all. 
Eph 3:9 And to enlighten all that they may see what the economy of the mystery is, which 

throughout the ages has been hidden in God, who created all things, 
Eph 3:10 In order that now to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenlies the multifarious wisdom 

of God might be made known through the church, 
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Eph 3:11 According to the eternal purpose which He made in Christ Jesus our Lord, 

A. The book of Job leaves us with a twofold question concerning the purpose of God in 

creating man and in dealing with His chosen people—1:1; 10:13; 13:3-4: 
Job 1:1 There was a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job; and this man was perfect 

and upright, and he feared God and turned away from evil. 
Job 10:13 But You have hidden these things in Your heart; / I know that this is with You: 
Job 13:3 But I would speak to the Almighty, / And I desire to argue with God. 
Job 13:4 Yet you are plasterers of lies; / Physicians of no value are you all. 

1. The answer to this question is the economy of God, which is God‟s eternal intention 

with His heart‟s desire to dispense Himself in His Divine Trinity as the Father in the 

Son by the Spirit into His chosen people to be their life and nature so that they may 

become the same as He is for His fullness, His expression—Gen. 1:26; 1 Tim. 1:3-4; 

Eph. 1:22-23; 3:9, 19. 
Gen 1:26 And God said, Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and 

let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of heaven 
and over the cattle and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that 
creeps upon the earth. 

1 Tim 1:3 Even as I exhorted you, when I was going into Macedonia, to remain in 
Ephesus in order that you might charge certain ones not to teach different 
things 

1 Tim 1:4 Nor to give heed to myths and unending genealogies, which produce 
questionings rather than God's economy, which is in faith. 

Eph 1:22 And He subjected all things under His feet and gave Him to be Head over all 
things to the church, 

Eph 1:23 Which is His Body, the fullness of the One who fills all in all. 
Eph 3:9 And to enlighten all that they may see what the economy of the mystery is, 

which throughout the ages has been hidden in God, who created all things, 
Eph 3:19 And to know the knowledge-surpassing love of Christ, that you may be filled 

unto all the fullness of God. 

2. God‟s purpose in dealing with His lovers, even in the way of loss, is that they may 

gain Him to the fullest extent, in order that He might be expressed through them for 

the fullness of His eternal purpose in His creation of man— Rom. 8:28-29; 2 Cor. 

4:16; cf. Jer. 48:11. 
Rom 8:28 And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to 

those who are called according to His purpose. 
Rom 8:29 Because those whom He foreknew, He also predestinated to be conformed to 

the image of His Son, that He might be the Firstborn among many brothers; 
2 Cor 4:16 Therefore we do not lose heart; but though our outer man is decaying, yet our 

inner man is being renewed day by day. 
Jer 48:11 Moab has been at ease from his youth; / And he is settled on his lees / And has 

not been emptied from vessel to vessel; / Nor has he gone into exile. / 
Therefore his taste remains in him, / And his scent is not changed. 

B. God‟s intention in the creation of all things, including man, was that man would be mingled 

with God to produce the church as the Body of Christ to consummate the New Jerusalem for 

His glorious expression—Zech. 12:1; Rev. 4:11; 19:7; 21:2. 
Zech 12:1 The burden of the word of Jehovah concerning Israel. Thus declares Jehovah, who 

stretches forth the heavens and lays the foundations of the earth and forms the spirit 
of man within him, 

Rev 4:11 You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive the glory and the honor and the power, 
for You have created all things, and because of Your will they were, and were created. 

Rev 19:7 Let us rejoice and exult, and let us give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb 
has come, and His wife has made herself ready. 

Rev 21:2 And I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 

C. God‟s eternal purpose, according to the desire of His heart, is to have the church to be the 

organic Body of Christ for the manifestation of His multifarious wisdom—Eph. 1:9-11, 22-
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23; 3:9-11. 
Eph 1:9 Making known to us the mystery of His will according to His good pleasure, which He 

purposed in Himself, 
Eph 1:10 Unto the economy of the fullness of the times, to head up all things in Christ, the 

things in the heavens and the things on the earth, in Him; 
Eph 1:11 In whom also we were designated as an inheritance, having been predestinated 

according to the purpose of the One who works all things according to the counsel of 
His will, 

Eph 1:22 And He subjected all things under His feet and gave Him to be Head over all things to 
the church, 

Eph 1:23 Which is His Body, the fullness of the One who fills all in all. 
Eph 3:9 And to enlighten all that they may see what the economy of the mystery is, which 

throughout the ages has been hidden in God, who created all things, 
Eph 3:10 In order that now to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenlies the multifarious 

wisdom of God might be made known through the church, 
Eph 3:11 According to the eternal purpose which He made in Christ Jesus our Lord, 

D. The church as the Body of Christ is the unique means used by God to fulfill His purpose and 

settle all His problems—cf. Gen. 1:26: 
Gen 1:26 And God said, Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let 

them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of heaven and over 
the cattle and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the 
earth. 

1. The church is for the expression, the glory, of God the Father in the divine sonship 

with the Father‟s life and nature—Eph. 1:4-5; John 17:22-24. 
Eph 1:4 Even as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world to be holy and 

without blemish before Him in love, 
Eph 1:5 Predestinating us unto sonship through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to 

the good pleasure of His will, 
John 17:22 And the glory which You have given Me I have given to them, that they may be 

one, even as We are one; 
John 17:23 I in them, and You in Me, that they may be perfected into one, that the world may 

know that You have sent Me and have loved them even as You have loved Me. 
John 17:24 Father, concerning that which You have given Me, I desire that they also may 

be with Me where I am, that they may behold My glory, which You have given 
Me, for You loved Me before the foundation of the world. 

2. The church is God‟s greatest boast in making known to the angelic rulers and 

authorities His multifarious wisdom for the shame and defeat of the enemy to bring in 

His kingdom—Eph. 3:10; Rom. 16:20. 
Eph 3:10 In order that now to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenlies the 

multifarious wisdom of God might be made known through the church, 
Rom 16:20 Now the God of peace will crush Satan under your feet shortly. The grace of 

our Lord Jesus be with you. 

3. The church is for the heading up of all things in Christ through the working of Himself 

into us as life and light—Eph. 1:10, 22-23. 
Eph 1:10 Unto the economy of the fullness of the times, to head up all things in Christ, 

the things in the heavens and the things on the earth, in Him; 
Eph 1:22 And He subjected all things under His feet and gave Him to be Head over all 

things to the church, 
Eph 1:23 Which is His Body, the fullness of the One who fills all in all. 

 

III. In order to live a life for the fulfillment of God’s eternal purpose, we must 

know and do the will of God—Col. 1:9; Matt. 7:21: 
Col 1:9 Therefore we also, since the day we heard of it, do not cease praying and asking on your 

behalf that you may be filled with the full knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and 
understanding, 

Matt 7:21 Not everyone who says to Me, Lord, Lord, will enter into the kingdom of the heavens, but he 
who does the will of My Father who is in the heavens. 
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A. God is a God of purpose, having a will of His own pleasure, and He created all things for 

His will so that He might accomplish and fulfill His purpose —Rev. 4:11; Eph. 3:9-11; Col. 

1:9: 
Rev 4:11 You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive the glory and the honor and the power, 

for You have created all things, and because of Your will they were, and were 
created. 

Eph 3:9 And to enlighten all that they may see what the economy of the mystery is, which 
throughout the ages has been hidden in God, who created all things, 

Eph 3:10 In order that now to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenlies the multifarious 
wisdom of God might be made known through the church, 

Eph 3:11 According to the eternal purpose which He made in Christ Jesus our Lord, 
Col 1:9 Therefore we also, since the day we heard of it, do not cease praying and asking on 

your behalf that you may be filled with the full knowledge of His will in all spiritual 
wisdom and understanding, 

1. God‟s will is His heart‟s desire, His mingling with man, and the fulfillment of His 

eternal purpose—Eph. 1:5, 9, 22; 5:17. 
Eph 1:5 Predestinating us unto sonship through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to 

the good pleasure of His will, 
Eph 1:9 Making known to us the mystery of His will according to His good pleasure, 

which He purposed in Himself, 
Eph 1:22 And He subjected all things under His feet and gave Him to be Head over all 

things to the church, 
Eph 5:17 Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. 

2. The will of God is to obtain a Body for Christ to be His fullness, His expression—

Rom. 12:2, 5; Eph. 1:5, 9, 11, 22-23. 
Rom 12:2 And do not be fashioned according to this age, but be transformed by the 

renewing of the mind that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is 
good and well pleasing and perfect. 

Rom 12:5 So we who are many are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. 
Eph 1:5 Predestinating us unto sonship through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to 

the good pleasure of His will, 
Eph 1:9 Making known to us the mystery of His will according to His good pleasure, 

which He purposed in Himself, 
Eph 1:11 In whom also we were designated as an inheritance, having been predestinated 

according to the purpose of the One who works all things according to the 
counsel of His will, 

Eph 1:22 And He subjected all things under His feet and gave Him to be Head over all 
things to the church, 

Eph 1:23 Which is His Body, the fullness of the One who fills all in all. 

B. We need to be filled with the full knowledge of God‟s will—Col. 1:9: 
Col 1:9 Therefore we also, since the day we heard of it, do not cease praying and asking on 

your behalf that you may be filled with the full knowledge of His will in all spiritual 
wisdom and understanding, 

1. God‟s will in Colossians is His will regarding His eternal purpose, regarding His 

economy concerning Christ—Eph. 1:5, 9, 11. 
Eph 1:5 Predestinating us unto sonship through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to 

the good pleasure of His will, 
Eph 1:9 Making known to us the mystery of His will according to His good pleasure, 

which He purposed in Himself, 
Eph 1:11 In whom also we were designated as an inheritance, having been predestinated 

according to the purpose of the One who works all things according to the 
counsel of His will, 

2. To have the full knowledge of God‟s will is to have the revelation of God‟s plan so 

that we may know what God plans to do in the universe—Rev. 4:11: 
Rev 4:11 You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive the glory and the honor and the 

power, for You have created all things, and because of Your will they were, and 
were created. 
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a. God‟s plan is to make Christ everything in the divine economy—Matt. 17:5; Col. 

1:15-18; 3:10-11. 
Matt 17:5 While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, 

and behold, a voice out of the cloud, saying, This is My Son, the 
Beloved, in whom I have found My delight. Hear Him! 

Col 1:15 Who is the image of the invisible God, the Firstborn of all creation, 
Col 1:16 Because in Him all things were created, in the heavens and on the earth, 

the visible and the invisible, whether thrones or lordships or rulers or 
authorities; all things have been created through Him and unto Him. 

Col 1:17 And He is before all things, and all things cohere in Him; 
Col 1:18 And He is the Head of the Body, the church; He is the beginning, the Firstborn 

from the dead, that He Himself might have the first place in all things; 
Col 3:10 And have put on the new man, which is being renewed unto full knowledge 

according to the image of Him who created him, 
Col 3:11 Where there cannot be Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision, 

barbarian, Scythian, slave, free man, but Christ is all and in all. 

b. The revelation of God‟s plan opens the way for us to have more experience of 

Christ—2:16-17; 3:4, 15-16. 
Col 2:16 Let no one therefore judge you in eating and in drinking or in respect of a 

feast or of a new moon or of the Sabbath, 
Col 2:17 Which are a shadow of the things to come, but the body is of Christ. 
Col 3:4 When Christ our life is manifested, then you also will be manifested with 

Him in glory. 
Col 3:15 And let the peace of Christ arbitrate in your hearts, to which also you 

were called in one Body; and be thankful. 
Col 3:16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and 

admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing with grace in your hearts to God. 

3. The will of God for us is that we know the all-inclusive Christ, experience Him, and 

live Him as our life—1:9, 15-18; 3:4. 
Col 1:9 Therefore we also, since the day we heard of it, do not cease praying and 

asking on your behalf that you may be filled with the full knowledge of His will in 
all spiritual wisdom and understanding, 

Col 1:15 Who is the image of the invisible God, the Firstborn of all creation, 
Col 1:16 Because in Him all things were created, in the heavens and on the earth, the 

visible and the invisible, whether thrones or lordships or rulers or authorities; all 
things have been created through Him and unto Him. 

Col 1:17 And He is before all things, and all things cohere in Him; 
Col 1:18 And He is the Head of the Body, the church; He is the beginning, the Firstborn 

from the dead, that He Himself might have the first place in all things; 
Col 3:4 When Christ our life is manifested, then you also will be manifested with Him in 

glory. 

4. Walking worthily of the Lord issues from having the full knowledge of God‟s will; 

such a walk is a walkin which we live Christ—1:10; Phil. 1:19-21a. 
Col 1:10 To walk worthily of the Lord to please Him in all things, bearing fruit in every 

good work and growing by the full knowledge of God, 
Phil 1:19 For I know that for me this will turn out to salvation through your petition and 

the bountiful supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, 
Phil 1:20 According to my earnest expectation and hope that in nothing I will be put to 

shame, but with all boldness, as always, even now Christ will be magnified in 
my body, whether through life or through death. 

Phil 1:21a For to me, to live is Christ …. 

C. If we would enter into the manifestation of the kingdom of the heavens in the coming age, 

we must do the will of our Father in this age—Matt. 7:21-22; 6:10; 12:50; Rev. 4:11; Rom. 

12:2; Eph. 1:5, 9, 11; 5:17; Col. 1:9; 4:12. 
Matt 7:21 Not everyone who says to Me, Lord, Lord, will enter into the kingdom of the heavens, 

but he who does the will of My Father who is in the heavens. 
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Matt 7:22 Many will say to Me in that day, Lord, Lord, was it not in Your name that we 
prophesied, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name did many works of 
power? 

Matt 6:10 Your kingdom come; Your will be done, as in heaven, so also on earth. 
Matt 12:50 For whoever does the will of My Father who is in the heavens, he is My brother and 

sister and mother. 
Rev 4:11 You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive the glory and the honor and the power, 

for You have created all things, and because of Your will they were, and were created. 
Rom 12:2 And do not be fashioned according to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of 

the mind that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and well 
pleasing and perfect. 

Eph 1:5 Predestinating us unto sonship through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the 
good pleasure of His will, 

Eph 1:9 Making known to us the mystery of His will according to His good pleasure, which He 
purposed in Himself, 

Eph 1:11 In whom also we were designated as an inheritance, having been predestinated 
according to the purpose of the One who works all things according to the counsel of 
His will, 

Eph 5:17 Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. 
Col 1:9 Therefore we also, since the day we heard of it, do not cease praying and asking on 

your behalf that you may be filled with the full knowledge of His will in all spiritual 
wisdom and understanding, 

Col 4:12 Epaphras, who is one of you, a slave of Christ Jesus, greets you, always struggling 
on your behalf in his prayers that you may stand mature and fully assured in all the 
will of God. 

D. “Not everyone who says to Me, Lord, Lord, will enter into the kingdom of the heavens, but 

he who does the will of My Father who is in the heavens”—Matt. 7:21: 

1. To call on the Lord suffices for us to be saved, but to enter into the kingdom of the 

heavens, we also need to do the will of the heavenly Father—Rom. 10:13; 12:2; Matt. 

12:50; Eph. 5:17; Col. 1:9. 
Rom 10:13 For "whoever calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved." 
Rom 12:2 And do not be fashioned according to this age, but be transformed by the 

renewing of the mind that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is 
good and well pleasing and perfect. 

Matt 12:50 For whoever does the will of My Father who is in the heavens, he is My brother 
and sister and mother. 

Eph 5:17 Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. 
Col 1:9 Therefore we also, since the day we heard of it, do not cease praying and 

asking on your behalf that you may be filled with the full knowledge of His will in 
all spiritual wisdom and understanding, 

2. Since entering into the kingdom of the heavens requires doing the will of the heavenly 

Father, it is clearly different from entering the kingdom of God through regeneration—

John 3:3, 5: 
John 3:3 Jesus answered and said to him, Truly, truly, I say to you, Unless one is born 

anew, he cannot see the kingdom of God. 
John 3:5 Jesus answered, Truly, truly, I say to you, Unless one is born of water and the 

Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 

a. The entrance into the kingdom of God is through being born of the divine life—

1:12-13; 3:5-6. 
John 1:12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the authority to become 

children of God, to those who believe into His name, 
John 1:13 Who were begotten not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will 

of man, but of God. 
John 3:5 Jesus answered, Truly, truly, I say to you, Unless one is born of water 

and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 
John 3:6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit 

is spirit. 
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b. The entrance into the kingdom of the heavens is through the living of the divine 

life—Matt. 7:21; 12:50. 
Matt 7:21 Not everyone who says to Me, Lord, Lord, will enter into the kingdom of 

the heavens, but he who does the will of My Father who is in the 
heavens. 

Matt 12:50 For whoever does the will of My Father who is in the heavens, he is My 
brother and sister and mother. 

3. The Lord Jesus rebuked those who prophesied, cast out demons, and did works of 

power in His name because, as “workers of lawlessness,” they did these things out of 

themselves, not out of the obedience to God‟s will—7:23. 
Matt 7:23 And then I will declare to them: I never knew you. Depart from Me, you workers 

of lawlessness. 

4. In order to do the will of the Father, we need to enter in through the narrow gate and 

walk on the constricted way—vv. 13-14: 
Matt 7:13 Enter in through the narrow gate, for wide is the gate and broad is the way that 

leads to destruction, and many are those who enter through it. 
Matt 7:14 Because narrow is the gate and constricted is the way that leads to life, and 

few are those who find it. 

a. The narrow gate excludes the old man, the self, the flesh, the human concept, and 

the world with all its glory; only that which corresponds with God‟s will can 

enter in. 

b. As we walk on the constricted way, we are restricted by a mysterious, invisible, 

inward control, and we live under this control. 

5. Whoever does the will of the Father is a relative of the Lord Jesus—12:50: 
Matt 12:50 For whoever does the will of My Father who is in the heavens, he is My brother 

and sister and mother. 

a. Christ, the heavenly King, always submitted to the Father‟s will, taking the 

Father‟s will as His portion and not resisting anything—11:28-30; 26:39. 
Matt 11:28 Come to Me all who toil and are burdened, and I will give you rest. 
Matt 11:29 Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am meek and lowly in 

heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 
Matt 11:30 For My yoke is easy and My burden is light. 
Matt 26:39 And going forward a little, He fell on His face and prayed, saying, My 

Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; yet not as I will, but as 
You will. 

b. Whoever does the will of the Father is a brother who helps the Lord Jesus, a 

sister who sympathizes with Him, and a mother who tenderly loves Him. 

6. The kingdom people need to pray for the Father‟s will to be done on earth as in the 

heavens; this is to bring the kingdom of the heavens to the earth—6:10. 
Matt 6:10 Your kingdom come; Your will be done, as in heaven, so also on earth. 

 

Excerpts from the Ministry: 
 

The Condition of Entering into the Kingdom of the Heavens 
 

Not Merely Calling on the Lord 

but Doing the Will of the Heavenly Father 

Verse 21 says, “Not everyone who says to Me, Lord, Lord, will enter into the kingdom of the 

heavens, but he who does the will of My Father who is in the heavens.” This does not refer to the 

reality of the kingdom of the heavens today but to the coming manifestation of the kingdom in the 

future. To enter into the kingdom of the heavens we need to do two things: call on the Lord and do the 

will of the heavenly Father. To call on the Lord suffices for us to be saved (Rom. 10:13), but to enter 

into the kingdom of the heavens we also need to do the will of the heavenly Father. Hence, not 
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everyone who says, “Lord, Lord,” will enter into the kingdom of the heavens; but those who call on the 

Lord and do the will of the heavenly Father will enter in. 

Since entering into the kingdom of the heavens also requires doing the will of the heavenly 

Father, it is clearly different from entering into the kingdom of God through regeneration (John 3:3, 5). 

This latter entrance is gained through being born of the divine life; the former, through the living of that 

life. 

In Matthew 7:21 the Lord did not say “your Father” but “My Father.” Here the Lord seemed to be 

saying, “I, the Son of Man and the Son of God, have been doing the will of My Father. You also are 

sons of God and My brothers. Therefore, you must be My companions and take the same way that I 

take. Now you are not to do the will of your Father but the will of My Father. You are My brothers, My 

companions, and My partners. You and I are walking the same way and doing the same will. You are 

living with Me according to the will of My Father.” In this last section of the constitution, it is no 

longer a negative matter of dealing with our temper, lust, self, flesh, and anxiety. It is absolutely a 

positive matter of doing the will of the Father who is in the heavens. The kingdom people are not for 

anything other than doing the will of the Father. We are nothere merely to overcome our temper, our 

lusts, our self, and our flesh, and to be kind and sympathetic to others. We are here for the 

accomplishment of the will of the heavenly Father. In order to do the will of the Father, we need to 

walk on the constricted way. In the teachings of the worldly philosophers, there is neither the divine life 

and divine nature nor the divine way. But here the ultimate issue of the constitution of the kingdom of 

the heavens is the will of the heavenly Father. This means that we have a heavenly Father and that we 

are the Father‟s sons. However, in the last section of the constitution it is not only a matter of life but 

also a matter of the will of the Father. Our Father has a will to accomplish, but we can accomplish it 

only by His life. We need to live in the life of the heavenly Father and also by that life. This kind of 

living is for the doing of the Father‟s will. 

In the constitution of the kingdom of the heavens we cannot see what the will of the Father 

actually is. However, it is clearly revealed in chapter 16.The Father‟s will is to build the church upon 

the Son as the rock. This is fully developed in Acts, the Epistles, and the book of Revelation. The New 

Testament reveals that God‟s divine, eternal will is to build up the church. 
 

Many Prophesying, Casting Out Demons, 

and Doing Many Works of Power in the Lord’s Name 

but Not according to the Heavenly Father’s Will 
Matthew 7:22 says, “Many will say to Me in that day, Lord, Lord, was it not in Your name that 

we prophesied, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name did many works of power?” The 

words that day refer to the day of the judgment seat of Christ (1 Cor. 3:13; 4:5; 2 Cor. 5:10). On the 

day of judgment, when all the believers will stand before the judgment seat of Christ, many will say to 

the Lord that they prophesied, cast out demons, and did works of power in His name, but they will be 

rejected by the Lord. 
 

The Lord Not Approving Them 

but Considering Them as Workers of Lawlessness 
Matthew 7:23 says, “Then I will declare to them: I never knew you. Depart from Me, you workers 

of lawlessness.” Here the word knew means “approved.” The same Greek word in Romans 7:15 is 

translated “acknowledge.” In this verse Paul says, “What I workout, I do not acknowledge.” The Lord 

never approved those who, in His name, prophesied, cast out demons, and did many works of power, 

but did those things not according to the will of the heavenly Father (Matt. 7:21). The Lord did not 

deny that they did those things, but He considered those things lawlessness because they were not done 

inline with the will of the heavenly Father. They were not done in the line of the divine will. The Lord 

seemed to be saying, “You prophesied in My name, you cast out demons in My name, and you did 

many works of power in My name, but I never allowed you to do them. I never approved you, because 
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you did all those things in a lawless way. You did them in yourself, in your own desire, and according 

to your own intention, not according to the will of My Father.” Thus, those who do such things, even in 

the Lord‟s name, will not enter into the kingdom of the heavens but will depart from the Lord, that is, 

be excluded from the manifestation of the kingdom in the coming age. 

We see from the Lord‟s word here that certain works may be done in the Lord‟s name and yet not 

be done according to the will of God. Are you doing this kind of work, or are you doing God‟s will? 

We have talked a great deal about going to the campuses, but are we going there to do a certain work or 

to do the will of our heavenly Father? Young brothers and sisters, how would you answer this question? 

Are you going to the campuses to do the will of the heavenly Father? We must have the assurance in 

whatever we do that we are doing the will of the heavenly Father. Otherwise, the Lord Jesus will say to 

us, “Workers of lawlessness.” Even prophesying in the Lord‟s name, but not according to the will of 

the Father, is a type of lawlessness. Moreover, casting out demons in the Lord‟s name and doing works 

of power in the name of the Lord, but not according to the will of God, are also considered in the eyes 

of the heavenly King as lawlessness. 

The runners in any race must run in the proper lanes. Although you may run faster than others, 

your running will not be recognized if you run outside the lines of your lane. Rather, that type of 

running will be considered lawlessness. You must run the race between the lines; that is, you must run 

in a constricted way. Today the work of many Christian workers is not restricted by the heavenly lines. 

In their own eyes they have done a great deal in the Lord‟s name and for the Lord. In the eyes of the 

Lord, however, their work is a kind of transgression, a violation of the heavenly lines. Hence, their 

work is lawlessness. The Lord‟s word in 7:21-23 is a strong word of warning to us all that we should 

not care only for prophesying, for casting out demons, or for works of power. We must take care of the 

heavenly lines. If you transgress the lines as a runner in the heavenly race, you will be disqualified. 

There are constricting lines in the Lord‟s recovery, and we must be constricted in our running. If we run 

between the lines, not outside of them, we will be approved by the Lord. 

Again I say that the consummation of the constitution of the kingdom of the heavens is to usher 

us in through the narrow gate and onto the constricted way. Now we are running on this constricted 

way. We should not care for prophesying, for casting out demons, or for works of power. Instead, we 

should care only for doing the will of our heavenly Father. You may wonder how we can know the 

Father‟s will. We can know it by the Father‟s life and nature within us. The Father‟s nature will always 

tell us yes or no. If you are running according to the divine nature and within the constricted lines, the 

divine nature will indicate, “Yes, you are right; go on.” But if you are not running according to the 

divine nature or if you step outside the lines, the divine nature will say, “Don‟t go this way.” There is 

no need for anyone to tell you what to do, for the regulating, constricting, divine nature is within you. 

This nature tells you where you are. Because a runner in a race can see the lines, he needs no one to tell 

him whether or nothe is inside the boundaries. Likewise, we have the constricting lines within us, the 

lines of the divine life and the divine nature, and we can tell where we are. According to the divine 

nature within us, we cannot use rock music in our meetings. Although you may try various worldly 

methods, the divine nature would disagree with them all and indicate that you are transgressing the 

lines. All those who are the kingdom people, all those who have been regenerated by the Father, have 

His life and nature within them. The Father‟s life and nature indicate whether or not we are on the 

constricted way. Let us all run the race according to the Father‟s nature. (Life-study of Matthew, 2nd 

ed., pp. 284-288) 

  


